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NOTICE. 

The  manuscript  authoritieB  consulted  for  this  volnme  consist 
of  original  papers  and  correspondence  of  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
marshal  Soult,  king  Joseph,  Mr.  Stuart/  general  Graham, f 
general  Pelet,t  general  CampbeU,§  captain  Codrington,||  and 
colonel  Cox, IT  together  with  many  private  journals  and  letters  of 
officers  employed  during  the  war. 

Before  the  Appendix  two  papers  are  inserted,  the  one  a  letter 
from  major-general  Frederick  Ponsonhy  relative  to  a  passage  in 
the  description  of  the  hattle  of  Talavera ;  the  other  is  an  original 
note  hy  the  emperor  Napoleon,  which  I  had  not  seen  when  I 
published  my  first  volume.  The  reader  is  referred  to  it  as  con- 
firmatory of  the  arguments  used  by  me  when  objecting  to  Joseph's 
retreat  from  Madrid. 

*  Lord  Stuart  de  Rolhetay.  f  Lord  Lynedoch. 

X  Pint  aide-de-camp  to  marslial  Massena.         $  Lieut. -gov.  of  Gibraltar. 

II  Admiral  sir  Edward  Codriogton.  %  Ooveraor  of  Almeid&. 

The  reader  is  informed  that»  in  the  second  volume.  Book  VI.  &  VII.  should 
be  Book  VI.,  and  Book  IX.  should  be  Book  Ylll, 
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Tq  her  grace  the  duchess  of  Abrantes, 

September  11,  1833. 
Madam, 
Ih  the  eighth  volume  of  your  "  Mhnoires^^  I  find  the  following 


"  ToQtefob,  ponrquoi  done  m'etonner  de  la  conduite  des  For- 
tugiift  ?  N'ai  je  pas  y u  act,  en  France^  un  des  fibres  d'armes  de 
JuDot  souffrir  qu'on  imprim&t,  dans  un  ouvn^  traduit  de  I'An- 
glais,  des  choses  revoltantes  de  fausset^  sur  lui  et  sur  le  marechal 

Ney? Get  ouvrage,   fait  par  un  colonel  Napier,  et  qui  a 

trDQT^  grice  devant  le  minist^re  de  la  guerre  parce  qu*il  dit  du 
bien  da  ministre,  m'a  ^t^  donne  d  moi^  d  moi  la  veuve  de  Junot^ 
oomme  renfermant  des  documents  authentiques,  J'ai  du  j  lire 
une  indecente  attaque  contre  la  vie  priy^  d'un  homme  dont  on  ne 
pouTait  dire  aacun  mal  comme  militaire  dans  cette  admirable 
aiaire  de  la  Convention  de  Cintra,  puisque  les  Anglais  ont  fait 
passer  a  une  commission  militaire  ceux  qui  Tavaient  signle  pour 
I'Aogleterre ;  et  les  beaux  vers  de  Childe  Harold  suffisent  seuls  a 
la  gloire  de  Junot,  quand  Toriginal  de  cette  convention  ne  serait 
pas  la  pour  la  prouver.  Heureusement  que  je  le  possede,  moi, 
cet  original,  et  mSme  dans  les  deux  langues.     11  n'est  pas  dans 

M.  Napier;" 

It  is  not  permitted  to  a  man  to  discover  ill-humour  at  the 
expiessions  of  a  lady;  yet  when  those  expressions  are  disho- 
nouring to  him,  and  reputation  and  wit  joined  to  beauty  give 
them  a  wide  circulation,  it  would  indicate  insensibility  to  leave 
tbem  unnoticed. 

To  judge  of  the  talents  of  a  general  by  his  conduct  in  the 
field  has  always  been  the  undisputed  right  of  every  military 
writer.  I  will  not  therefore  enter  upon  that  subject,  because  I 
am  persuaded  that  your  grace  could  not  mean  to  apply  the  words 
'*  revolting  falsehoods^*  to  a  simple  judgement  of  the  military 
genius  of  the  duke  of  Abrantes.  Indeed  you  intimate  that  the 
offensive  passages  are  those  directed  against  his  private  life,  and 
tooching  the  Convention  of  Cintra.  I  think,  however,  your  grace 
has  not  perused  my  work  with  much  attention,  or  you  would 
Bcaroely  have  failed  to  perceive  that  I  have  given  the  Convention 
of  Cintra  at  length  in  the  Appendix. 
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But,  in  truth,  I  have  only  alluded  to  general  Junot's  private 
qualities  when  thej  bore  direcUj  upon  his  government  of  Por- 
tugal, and  with  a  fresh  reference  to  mj  work  you  will  find  I  have 
affirmed  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge.  The  character  of  the 
late  duke  of  Abrantes  given  by  me,  is  that  ascribed  to  him  by 
the  emperor  Napoleon,  (see  Las  Cases  J  and  the  authority  of 
that  great  man  is  expressly  quoted.  It  is  against  Napoleon 
therefore,  and  not  against  me  who  but  repeat  his  uncontradicted 
observations,  that  your  resentment  should  be  directed. 

If  your  grace  should  deign  to  dispose  of  any  further  thought 
upon  me  or  my  work,  I  would  venture  to  suggest  a  perusal  of 
the  Portuguese,  and  English,  and  Spanish,  and  German  histories 
of  the  invasion  of  Portugal;  or  even  a  slight  examination  of  only 
a  small  part  of  the  innumerable,  some  of  them  very  celebrated, 
periodicals  which  treat  of  that  event.     You  will  be  then  con- 
vinced, that  so  far  from  having  wantonly  assailed  the  character 
of  general  Junot  I  have  made  no  slight  effort  to  stem  the  torrent 
of  abuse  with  which  he  has  been  unjustly  overwhelmed;   and 
believe  me,  madam,   that  the  estimation  in  which  an  eminent 
man  will  be  held  by  the  world  is  more  surely  to  be  found  in  the 
literature  of  different  countries  than  in  the  fond  recollections  of 
his  own  family.      I  admired  general  Junot's  daring  character, 
and  having  enough  of  the  soldier  in  me  to  like  a  brave  enemy,  I 
have,  wherever  the  truth  of  history  would  permit,  expressed  that 
feeling  towards  him  and  towards  other  French  generals  whose 
characters   and  whose  acts  have  been  alike   maligned  by  party 
writers  in  this  country :   such  indeed  has  been   my  regard  for 
justice  on  this  point,  that  I  have  thereby  incurred  the  charge  of 
writing  with  a  French  rather  than  a  national  bias,  as  your  grace 
will  discover  by  referring  to  my  lord  Mahon*s  History  of  the  War 
of  the  Succession.     His  lordship  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
observe  that  I  have  written  ''  by  far  the  best  French  account 
yet  published  of  the  Peninsular  War." 

For  my  own  part  I  still  think  that  to  refrain  from  vulgar  abuse 
of  a  gallant  enemy  will  not  be  deemed  un-English,  although  lord 
Mahon  considers  it  wholly  French ;  but  his  lordship's  observation 
incontestibly  proves  that  I  have  discovered  no  undue  eagerness  to 
malign  any  of  the  French  generals.  And  with  respect  to  the 
duke  of  Abrantes,  I  could  shew  that  all  the  offensive  passages  in 
my  work  rest  upon  the  published  authority  of  his  own  country- 
men, especidly  the  emperor  Napoleon,  and  that  they  are  milder 
in  expression  than  those  authorities  would  have  warranted.     It 
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if  however  to  natural  and  so  amiable  in  a  ladj  to  defend  the  repu- 
tation of  her  deoea$ed  husband,  thai  rather  than  appear  to  detract 
in  any  manner  from  the  grace  of  such  a  proceedii^  I  choose  to 
be  riknt  under  the  nnmitagated  severity  of  your  obeerrationB. 

Not  so  with  respect  to  that  part  of  your  remarks  which  relate 
to  marshal  Ney.  After  carefully  re-examining  every  sentence  I 
have  written,  I  am  quite  unable  to  discover  the  slightest  grounds 
for  your  grace's  accusations.  In  all  parts  of  my  work  the  name 
of  Ney  is  mentioned  with  praise.  I  have  not  indeed  made  myself 
a  partizan  of  marshal  Ney  in  relating  his  disputes  with  marshals 
Sonlt  and  Massena,  because  I  honestly  believed  that  he  was  mis- 
taken; neither  have  I  attributed  to  him  unbounded  talents  for  the 
higher  parts  of  war,  but  this  is  only  matter  of  opinion  which  the 
world  is  quite  capable  of  appreciating  at  its  true  value :  upon  all 
other  points  I  have  expressed  admiration  of  marshal  Ney*s  extra- 
ordinary qualities,  his  matchless  valour,  his  heroic  energy ! 

In  the  hope  that  your  grace  will  now  think  it  reasonable  to 
soften  the  asperity  of  your  feelings  towards  my  work,  I  take  my 
leave,  with  more  of  admiration  for  your  generous  warmth  in 
defence  of  a  person  so  dear  to  you,  than  of  resentment  for  the 
harsh  terms  which  you  have  employed  towards  myself. 
I  remain,  madam. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

William  Napier,  Colonel. 


Letters  to  the  Author  received  since  the  publication  of  the  Ist 
Edition. 

MaunseUhouse^  near  Bridgewater^ 
\Qth  October,  1831. 
Sir, 
The  well-merited  reputation  which  your  work  on  the  Peninsular 
war  already  posseases,  and  the  probability  there  is  that  from  its 
general  correctness,  and  the  deep  research  displayed  in  its  pro- 
duction^  it  will  be  referved  to  in  afler  times  as  the  most  faithful 
record  of  the  operations  of  the  British  army  in  the  Peninsula, 
induces  me  to  refer  you  to  a  passage  in  the  Sd  vol.  page  348, 
wherein  my  name  is  mentioned  as  commanding  the  cavalry  on  the 
8th  of  October,  1810,  when  Massena's  advanced  guard  drove  the 
cavalry  picquets  out  of  Rio  Major. 
The  account  which  you  give  of  that   affair  is  substantially 
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correct  with  the  exception  of  my  having  the  command.  I  com- 
manded a  brigade  only;  sir  S.  Cotton  was  present  in  Alcoentre, 
and  commanded  the  whole  force  upon  the  occasion,  as  yon  may 
satisfy  yourself  by  referring  to  the  London  Gazette,  wherein  ap- 
pears a  letter  from  that  officer  to  lord  Wellington  of  the  9th  of 
October  detailing  the  whole  proceeding. 

As  correctness  must  ever  be  the  aim  of  the  impartial  historian, 
I  trust  you  will  do  me  the  justice  of  inserting  this  letter  in  the 
forthcoming  volume. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&c.  &c,  &c. 
John  Slade,  Lt.-General. 

Note  fry  colonel  iVa|Mer.— My  account  of  the  affair  of  Rio  Major  was  chiefly 
taken  from  the  manuscript  joairnal  of  the  late  Major  Somert  Cocks,  who  had  a 
distinguished  share  in  the  skirmish ;  in  that  liccount  (General  Slade  was  men* 
tioned  as  commanding  the  rear-gaard  for  the  day.    Hence  my  error. 


Woolwich,  September  7,  1833. 
Dear  Sir, 
In  perusing  the  3d  volume  of  your  History  of  the  Peninsular 
War,  I  observe  in  the  account  of  the  battle  of  Albuera,  that 
you  ascribe  to  me  exertions  on  the  right  of  our  position,  which 
in  reality  are  due  to  sir  Julius  Hartman,  who  commanded  the 
British  and  German  artillery,  as  I  did  that  of  the  Portuguese  in 
the  battle ;  the  two  commands  being  independent  of  each  other, 
and  both  were  thanked  by  lord  Beresford  in  the  orders  and 
despatches. 

I  have  to  explain  that  my  guns,  by  lord  Beresford's  orders, 
were  posted,  for  a  great  part  of  the  battle,  on  favourable  ground 
about  750  or  800  yards  from  the  bridge,  and  about  700  yards 
from  the  village.  Their  fire  bore  effectually  upon  the  bridge, 
and  the  road  from  it  to  Albuera,  and  I  was  not  ordered  to  the 
right  till  towards  the  close  of  the  battle. 

In  conclusion  I  can  only  add  that  you  will  oblige  me  by  giving 
publicity  to  this  statement  in  a  note  to  your  next  volume. 

I  remain,  dear  sir, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

A.  Dickson. 
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COLONEL   NAPIER'S 
JUSTIFICATION  OF  HIS  THIRD  VOLUME; 

FORMING 

A  SEQUEL  TO  HIS  REPLY  TO  VARIOUS  OPPONENTS, 

AND   CONTAINIKO    SOME 
NEW  AND  CURIOUS  FACTS  RELATIVE  TO 

THE  BATTLE    OF   ALBUERA. 


"  Tbefc  was  a  man  in  Islington, 
And  he  was  wondrous  wls«. 
He  jumped  into  a  quiclcset  liedge. 
And  scretched  out  botli  his  eyes.*' 
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In  my  Reply  to  various  opponents,  I  pledged  myself  to 
give  authorities  for  certain  important  facts  disputed  by 
the  author  of  the  work  entitled,  '*  Further  Strictures  on 
Colonel  Napier's  History  of  the  Peninsular  War."  I 
now  redeem  that  pledge,  which  I  gave,  not  as  thinking  it 
necessary  to  take  more  notice  of  a  writer  whose  ill-founded 
pretensions  to  authority  and  whose  incorrectness  I  had 
already  so  thoroughly  exposed  in  my  reply,  but  to  shew 
that  no  weakness  then  withheld  me  from  dissecting  his 
second  production  as  completely  as  I  had  done  his  first; 
and  also  because  I  thought  it  due  to  my  readers  to  sub- 
stantiate the  accuracy  of  my  third  volume  before  the  publi- 
cation of  a  fourth.  In  this  view,  I  will  now  take  the  dis- 
puted facts  in  the  order  of  events,  and  placing  my  own 
statement  first,  in  each  case  support  it  by  authority. 

Almeida. — The  heutenant-govemor  Da  Costa  was  tried 
and  shot.  ^'  The  only  evidence  against  him  was  an 
explanatory  letter,  tcritten,  to  lord  Liverpool,  by  colonel 
Cox,  when  a  prisoner  at  Verdun.'* — History, 

Authority.  Mr.  Stuart  to  lord  Castlereagh,  Lisbon, 
July  25th,  1812. 

"  My  Lord, — It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  mention  to 
your  lordship  that,  upon  the  evidence  of  a  dispatch  which 
general  Cox,  the  late  governor  of  Almeida,  while  a  prisoner 
in  France,  addressed  to  lord  Liverpool^  relating  the  cir- 
cumstances which  led  to  the  fall  of  that  fortress  in  1810, 
the  person  who  exercised  the  functions  of  lieutenant-go- 
vernor at  the  time  of  the  capture  has  been  condemned  to 
death  by  a  court-martial." 

Battle  of  Busaco, — "  The  eighth  Portuguese  regiment 
was  broken  to  pieces." — History. 

Authorities.  1°.  Extract  from  a  memoir  drawn  up  by 
colonel  Waller,  staflf-officer  of  the  second  division  and  aPx^alp 
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eye-witness.  "  As  the  French  formed  on  the  plateau,  they 
were  cannonaded  from  our  position,  and  a  regiment  of 
Portuguese,  either  the  eight  or  sixteenth  in&ntry  which  were 
formed  in  advance  of  the  seventy-fourth,  threw  in  some 
volleys,  but  was  quickly  driven  into  the  position,*' 

2^.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  tiie  ninth  British 
regiment,  also  an  eye-witness.  **  The  eighth  Portuguese 
regiment  is  extolled,  which  I  know  gave  way  to  a  man, 
save  tJ^eir  commanding  officer  and  ten  or  a  dozen  men  at 
the  outside;  but  he  and  they  were  amongst  the  very 
foremost  of  the  ranks  of  the  ninth  British." 

Before  quitting  this  subject  I  will  notice  a  fooUsh 
accusation  made  by  the  author  of  the  "  Further  Stric- 
tures,** namely,  that  I  have,  from  partial  motives,  been 
silent  upon  a  gallant  charge  made  by  the  nineteenth  Portu- 
guese regiment.  To  which  I  answer,  on  my  own  authority  as 
an  eye-witness,  that  no  such  charge  as  this  writer  has 
described  took  place.  The  nineteenth  Portuguese  were  not 
posted  in  front  of  the  convent,  that  ground  was  occupied 
by  the  light  division  in  first  line  and  by  the  Germans  in 
second  line.  There  was  indeed  a  Portuguese  regiment 
(possibly  the  nineteenth)  which  was  posted  on  the  mountain, 
nearly  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  convent  and  in  front 
of  the  brigade  of  guards.  When  the  skirmishers  of 
Marchand's  division  pushed  back  their  opponents,  this 
regiment  made  an  advance  in  support  of  the  covering  light 
troops ;  it  was  a  handsome  demonstration  of  vigour  and 
courage;  but  it  is  exaggeration  to  call  it  a  fine  charge, 
because  the  line  never  was  nearer  to  the  enemy's  skir* 
mishers  than  a  hundred  yards  :  for  the  truth  of  this  I 
appeal  to  the  light  division,  and  especially  to  the  artillery, 
who  were  at  the  time  firing  upon  the  main  body  of  the 
French  troops  said  to  have  been  charged. 

Operations  in  the  Alemtejo. — Under  this  head  it  is 

scarcely  necessary  to  notice  the  silly  special  pleading  of 

the  author  of  the  "  Further  Strictures**  relative  to  captain 

Squire   and  the  batteries  constructed  on  the  left   of  the 

Vide^       Tagus  during  Massena's  stay  at  Santarem.     Both  that 

Hutwnrof  officer  and  colonel  Jones  say  the  batteries  were  meant 

p^gc'Sj.   to  command  the  mouth  of  the  Zezere,     It  is  ridiculous  to 

suppose  that  captain  Squire   who  constructed  them  did 
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not  know  what  their  object  was,  or  whether  they  were 
fitted  to  obtain  it!  I  will  not  waste  time  in  vindi- 
cating myself  further  ;  but  upon  the  other  points  of 
importance  my  answers  shall  be  full  and  satisfactory  to 
all  but  marshal  Beresford  and  this  writer. 

r.  "  Beresford  arrived  at  Portalegre  with  20,0()0 
infantry y  2,000  cavalry,  arid  \%  gunsJ^ — History. 

Authority.  Lord  Wellington  to  lord  Liverpool,  Louzao, 
March  16,  1811. 

''  I  heard  of  the  fall  of  Badajos  on  the  night  of  the 
13th  and  14th,  and  major-general  Cole's  division  was 
moved  on  Espinhal  on  the  14th,  in  order  afterwards  to 
continue  its  route  into  the  Alemtejo,  and  it  marched  in 
that  direction  yesterday.  We  ehaU  have  in  that  province 
22,000  men,  of  which  nearly  2,200  will  he  cavalry" 

In  sir  B.  D'Urban's  memoir  it  is  also  stated  that  after 
the  passage  of  the  Guadiana^  the  army  was  still  21,400 
strong,  with  18  guns. 

2°,  Comb<U  of  Campo  Mayor » — The  French  and  the 
thirteenth  dragoons  charged  through  each  other  twice. — 
History. 

My  authority  for  this  fact  was  an  eye-witness,  whose 
testimony  is  confirmed  in  the  following  memoir  the  produc* 
tion  of  an  officer  of  the  thirteenth  dragoons,  who  was  one 
of  those  engaged,  and  L  give  it  entire,  as  confirming  my 
account  of  the  affair  in  other  important  points. 

''  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  March,  1811,  the  army 
moved  from  its  bivouac  position  towards  Campo  Mayor, 
the  thirteenth  light  dragoons  in  its  proper  place  in  the 
column  of  march,  until  the  ground  in  front  was  found  suffi- 
ciently open  for  the  operations  of  cavalry,  when  the  whole 
were  ordered  to  the  front.  The  cavalry  consisted  of  the  third 
dragoon  guards,  and  fourth  dragoons,  under  the  command 
of  colonel  De  Grey;  the  first  and  seventh  regiments  of 
Portuguese  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Otway; 
and  the  thirteenth  dragoons,  under  the  command  of  lieu-* 
tenant-colonel  Head  and  brigadier-general  Long. 

'^  On  gaimng  the  front  contiguous  columns  of  half 
squadrons  were  formed,  and  the  whole  moved  forward  at 
a  brisk  trot,  under  the  guidance  of  general  Long  who 
directed  the  movements  of  the  cavalry  on  that  morning. 
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A  troop  from  the  thirteenth  dragoons,  and  detachments 
from  the  other  regiments,  were  sent  to  act  as  skirmishers 
on  the  rising  ground  on  the  rights  and  to  protect  the  right 
flank  of  the  colamn.^  At  this  period  the  strength  of  the 
thirteenth  dragoons  was  reduced  to  two  squadrons,  having 
one  squadron  detached  with  the  light  division  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Colborne,  a  troop  with  a  Portuguese 
infantry  brigade  under  the  command  of  colonel  Colliers, 
and  the  troop  employed  as  skirmishers;  in  consequence, 
the  actual  strength  of  the  two  squadrons  did  not  exceed 
48  file  each  squadron,  making  a  total  of  192  men. 

'^  General  Long  having  found  a  fit  opportunity,  ordered 
a  line  to  be  formed,  which  moved  on  and  gained  the  top 
of  the  rising  ground,  when  the  enemy  were  perceived  on 
the  plain  below,  •  formed  up  and  presenting  three  strong 
bodies  of  cavalry.  From  an  intelligent  troop-serjeant- 
major  of  the  enemy,  who  was  this  day  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner,  and  who,  firom  being  employed  in  the  office  of 
the  French  adjutant-general,  had  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  force  now  opposite;  it  was  learned  that  it  consisted 
of  the  following  numbers  and  regiments: — second  hussars, 
300  men ;  tenth  hussars,  350;  twenty-sixth  heavy  dragoons, 
150;  and  fourth  Spanish  chasseurs,  80:  making  a  total  of 
880  men.  The  Portuguese  r^ments  formed  on  the  left 
of  the  thirteenth  and  received  orders  to  support;  the  heavy 
brigade  were  formed  at  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  the 
thirteenth  and  outflanked  it  on  the  right;  the  British  and 
Portuguese  infantry  and  artillery  were  forming  as  fast  as 
they  arrived  on  the  ground,  coming  up  in  double  quick  time. 

*'  On  the  thirteenth  being  formed,  which  was  done  with 
as  much  regularity  and  precision  as  on  a  field-day,  general 
Long  gave  his  final  orders  to  colonel  Head  to  attack  the 
enemy;  and  the  two  squadrons  moved  forward,  receiving 
the  words,  march,  trot,  canter,  charge,  from  their  respective 
leaders.  The  enemy  came  on  in  a  gallant  and  determined 
style,  and  on  the  word  charge  being  given,  every  horse 
was  let  out,  and  the  men  cheered;  the  enemy  did  the  same. 
The  crash  was  tremendous  ;  both  parties  passed  each  other ^ 
and  at  some  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy^  the 
thirteenth  came  about;  the  enemy  did  the  same,  and  a  second 
charge  took  place  with  equal  violence,  when  the  conflict 
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became  personal  with  the  eabre.  After  same  hard  fighting 
ni  this  manner,  the  enemy  gave  way  and  the  pursuit  com^ 
meneed.  During  this  time,  two  battalioDS  of  French 
infimtry,  which  were  in  the  rear  of  their  cavalry,  formed 
line;  and  on  their  cavalry  clearing  their  front,  pursued  by 
the  thirteenth,  they  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  on  the 
latter,  by  which  many  men  and  horses  fell:  in  this  pursuit, 
the  two  regiments  of  Portuguese  cavalry  under  the  com* 
mand  of  colonel  Otway  joined.  For  some  time  on  the 
load,  the  French  dragoons  in  small  parties  made  %ht, 
but  being  at  length  totally  di^rsed,  they  no  longer  made 
resistance  and  surrendered  when  come  up  with. 

**  The  pursuit  now  continued  at  a  rapid  rate,  it  being 
the  object  to  gain  their  front  and  capture  the  whole,  as 
well  as  the  enormous  quantity  of  baggage  on  the  road, 
with  their  artillery;  it  was  taken  for  granted  a  proper 
support  would  have  been  sent  after  the  regiment,  and  that 
there  was  not  any  thing  to  be  apprehended  flx>m  the 
enemy's  infantry  which  was  behind ;  we  supposed  a  good 
account  would  be  given  of  them,  when  we  considered  the 
fi»ee  of  British  and  Portuguese  that  was  left  on  the 
ground.  The  pursuit  did  not  cease  till  stopped  at  the 
bridge  of  Badajos,  when,  on  consultation  being  held,  it 
was  judged  prudent  to  fall  back  on  the  support  and  secure 
all  prisoners  and  captures.  Sixteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
each  drawn  by  eight  mules,  numbers  of  waggons,  immense 
quantities  of  baggi^e  of  all  descriptions,  provisions,  stores, 
horses  and  mules ;  in  short,  the  whole  of  the  stores  which 
the  enemy  had  collected  in  Campo  Mayor,  and  which  on 
that  morning  were  removed  from  thence  to  be  placed  at 
Badajos  were,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the  pursuit,  cap- 
tured. 

''  On  nearing  Badajos,  some  of  the  drivers,  supposing 
Uiemselves  safe  when  within  the  fire  of  the  guns  on  the 
fortifications,  refused  to  surrender,  and  kept  whippii^  on 
their  mules :  those  were  sabred  and  the  mules  mounted 
by  men  of  the  thirteenth.  The  retreat  was  continued  for 
some  miles  in  the  most  orderly  manner,  the  men  in  high 
spirits,  until  information  not  to  be  doubted  was  received, 
that  the  French  infantry  which  was  left  oq  the  ground 
were  coming  fcnrward,  supported  by  a  considerable  body  of 
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that  cavalry  which  had  surrendered^  but  which,  on  seeing 
their  infantry  coining  on,  recovered  their  horses  and  arms. 
To  attack  this  force  was  considered  so  imprudent,  that  it 
was  decided  (as  there  appeared  no  hopes  of  support)  to 
abandon  all  the  captures,  make  a  detour  to  the  right  of 
the  road,  and  endeavour  to  join  the  army*  It  can  only  be 
felt  by  those  in  similar  situations,  what  the  feelings  of  all 
were,  when  this  decision  was  found  to  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary." 

To  this  clear  modest  and  authentic  statement,  I  add  the 
following  observations  upon  the  general  conduct  of  this 
action,  by  captain  Arthur  Gregory  and  colonel  William 
Light,  both  serving  at  the  time  in  the  fourth  drs^oons, 
Gragory.  <'  The  surprisc  of  the  French  troops  at  Campo  Mayor  was 
so  complete,  that  when  the  cavalry  had  got  abreast  of  the 
fortress  the  enemy's  infantry  were  only  just  turning  out  on 
their  alarm  post  outside,  arriving  by  two's  and  three's. 
The  heavy  brigades  were  bringing  up  their  right  shoulders 
to  charge,  wJien  the  marshal  himself  rode  up  and  stopped 
them.  The  artillery  which  had  opened  its  fire  on  the  reti- 
ring column,  were  ordered  to  cease  after  a  very  few  rounds^ 
and  the  enemy  allowed  to  retire,  unfoUowed  and  unmo- 
lested, to  Badajos,  over  a  perfectly  open  and  flat  country/* 
The  situation  of  the  French  infantry  when  the  heavy 
Colonel  brigades  were  thus  halted,  is  thus  described,  *^  As  they 
i^igi^t-  were  retreating  in  close  column  a  very  short  distance  in 
advance  and  on  our  left,  I  had  a  better  opportunity  of 
seeing  them  than  those  in  the  centre  or  right  of  our 
brigade,  as  I  was  on  the  left  of  the  left  half  squadron 
of  the  whole  brigade ;  consequently,  nearer  to  them  than 
any  one  else.  We  were  so  near  that  the  whole  nearly  of 
the  rear  rank  and  some  officers  of  the  flank  turned  round, 
made  a  sudden  stop,  and  it  appeared  to  me  they  were 
going  to  lay  down  their  arms.  I  recollect  saying  to  the 
Serjeant  next  to  me,  ^  If  we  go  on  a  few  yards  further  they 
will  throw  down  their  arms,  for,  look,  tliey  are  ready  to  do 
so  now.'  At  this  very  moment  we  were  halted^  the  French 
shouldered  their  arms  again,  gave  a  shout  of  joy,  faced 
about  and  marched  off'' 

This  testimony,  joined  to  the  acknowledged  fi^ct  that 
the  French  did  triumphantly  carry  off*  their  recovered  guns 
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to  BadajoB^  yerifies  the  main  points  in  my  account  of  the 
afiair  of  Campo  Mayor ;  and  with  respect  to  the  presence 
of  colonel  Colbome,  which  the  author  of  the  Strictures  so 
flippantly  denies,  I  repeat  the  fact  upon  the  authority  of 
colonel  Colbome  himself. 

The  author  of  the  Strictures,  although  equivocally,  de- 
nies that  the  thirteenth  dragoons  were  reprimanded  by 
marshal  Beresford  for  pursuing  the  French ;  yet  the  fact 
was  notorious  at  the  time,  and  the  actual  reprimand,  a 
very  severe  one  given  in  general  orders,  has  since  been 
published  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Long  in  his  reply  to  the  writer's 
aspersions  on  the  late  lieutenant-general  Long.  In  my 
work  I  have  said  that  they  were,  perhaps,  justly  repri- 
manded ;  I  now  retract  that  assertion.  Having  acquired 
more  full  information  of  the  conduct  of  the  thirteenth 
dragoons,  and  of  the  actual  state  of  affairs,  I  retract  it  as 
unjust.  I  think  they  were  unfustly  reprimanded ;  I  think 
they  deserved  the  greatest  praise,  and  that  the  "  unsparing 
admiration  of  the  whole  anny'^  was  well  founded. 

3*.  '*  The  breach  of  Badajos  was  not  closed"  ^c.  §f*c. 

4^.  **  Beresford  should  have  marched  upon  Merida.** 

6°.  *^  Beresford  believed  that  Soult  would  only  act  on  the 
de^n^iw."— History. 

These  assertions  involve  matter  of  opinion  and  matter  of 
fact.  The  opinions  I  leave  to  the  judgement  of  others. 
The  matters  of  fact  are  as  follows :  — 

1^.  If  Beresford  had  moved  by  Merida  or  been  less 
slow  in  his  after  operations,  Badajos  was  in  no  condition 
to  resist, 

2**.  The  road  to  Merida  was  practicable  for  troops, 

3^.  llie  impression  made  on  the  French  by  the  unex- 
pected appearance  of  so  large  a  force,  and  by  the  valorous 
conduct  of  the  thirteenth  dragoons  at  Campo  Mayor,  ren- 
dered the  movement  by  Merida  a  sure  operation, 

4*.  Beresford,  unable  to  judge  rightly  of  the  real  state 
of  affairs,  thought  that  Badajos  would  be  evcumated, 
whenever  the  allies  passed  the  Ghiadiana. 

&",  Up  to  the  21st  of  April  at  least,  lord  Wellington 
did  not  think  well  of  the  marshal's  operations. 

The  first  of  these  facts  scarcely  requires  any  authority, 
seeing  that  from  the  nature  of  the  case  Badajos  must 
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have  been  ill-prepared  for  a  siege,  yet  I  have  abundant 
proof. 

Colonel  JoneB  in  his  Sieges,  page  3,  writes  thus :  — '^  At 
this  time  (26th  March)  the  French  had  been  in  possession 
of  Badajos  only  a  fortnight,  and  the  works  and  batteries 
of  their  recent  siege  still  afforded  considerable  cover.  The 
breach  was  open  and  the  garrison  ill-supplied  with  pro- 
visions, ammunition,  stores;  the  re-capture,  therefore,  not 
only  seemed  inevitable  but  easy  if  speedily  invested ;  but 
the  river  Guadiana  interfered,  and  there  was  neither  a 
pontoon  train  nor  other  means  with  the  army  for  crossing 
the  river.*' 

The  last  passage  of  this  quotation  shews  that  the  move* 
ment  by  Merida  was  as  I  have  asserted  essential,  because 
there  was  a  bridge  there.  It  is  foolish  to  plead  in  bar 
lord  Wellington's  instructions  to  pass  at  Jerumenha.  They 
were  given  under  the  notion  that  all  things  for  an  immediate 
passage  were  in  readiness ;  but  it  was  not  so,  and  Beres- 
ford,  following  the  letter  neglected  the  spirit  of  his  instruc- 
tion, which  was  to  recover  Badajos  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  important  fact  of  the  denuded  state  of  Badajos 
does  not  however  rest  on  colonel  Jones's  single  testimcHiy. 
Colonel  Lamarre,  the  commander  of  the  French  engineers 
employed  in  the  town  at  the  time,  in  his  journal  of  the 
siege,  says,  "  The  English  committed  a  great  fault  in 
wasting  eight  days  before  Olivenza  which  must  have  fallen 
after  the  taking  of  Badajos,  and  with  a  little  more  boldness 
and  penetration  Badajos  might  have  been  attached  with 
success  in  the  beginning  of  ApriL  From  the  12th  of  March 
the  French  had  been  working  to  fill  up  the  trenches,  to 
repair  the  breach,  and  to  make  other  restorations,  especially 
the  Pardaleras  which  was  a  heap  of  ruins.  But  materials 
were  rare,  and  masons  scarce.  It  was  not  until  the  21^^ 
of  April  that  the  breach  was  closed,  and  the  state  of  the 
said  breach  had  been  a  source  of  great  uneasiness,  because 
itjive  or  six  thousand  men  had  appeared  before  Badajos  at 
the  end  of  March,  that  place,  in  a  bad  state  and  feebly 
garrisoned,  must  have  fallen  in  a  short  time/* 

This  last  paragraph  alone  proves  that  Merida  would 
have  been  the  best  line  of  operations.  But  to  proceed 
with  Lamarre. 
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'^The  armament  of  the  place  was  aagmented  by  the 
gtas  brought  from  Campo  Mayor"  (Those  very  guns 
which  the  thirteenth  dragoons  took  and  marshal  Beresford 
lost  again).  ^^  The  former  siege  and  the  preparations  for 
defence  had,  however,  exhausted  all  the  resources  of  the 
town,  and  the  neighbouring  country,  and  yet  so  pressed 
were  the  engineers  for  wood,  that  so  late  as  the  22d  of 
April/*  (fourteen  days  after  Beresford  had  crossed  the 
(Suadiana)  ^  a  strong  detachment  was  sent  out  to  fetch 
timber/'  This  detachment,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  body  of 
my  work,  was  nearly  cut  off  by  lord  Wellington,  who  lost 
DO  time  aft^  he  arrived  in  ascertaining  the  real  state  of  the 
garrison. 

There  is,  however,  other  and  even  better  proof  than  this 
of  the  denuded  state  of  Badajos,  namely,  the  original 
register-book  of  the  French  governor's  orders  and  corres- 
poodence,  from  which  I  extract  the  following  passages : — 

P.  To  the  royal  commissary  of  the  province^  10th  April, 
1811. — **  The  place  of  Badajos  being  unfurnished  of  tim- 
ber, it  is  proper  to  fix  upon  some  place  to  cut  it,"  &c.  &c. 
**  I  pray  you  to  make  all  diUgence  on  this  subject,  and  to 
employ  all  means  in  your  power." 

12M  April.  To  the  same.  *^  I  send  you  two  states  of 
the  articles  wanting  in  Badajos  to  complete  us  for  three 
months'  consumption  of  4,630  rations  of  food,  and  300  of 
forage  per  day,  besides  the  objects  necessary  for  the  sick." 
''  I  pray  yon,  in  consequence,  to  make  immediate  reqtdsi^ 
turns  OH  the  pilkiges  of  the  province  for  the  quick  supply  of 
the  same."  **  The  paymaster-general  has  no  funds  to  pay 
for  the  worhs  of  the  place.^^ 

Order  of  the  day,  10th  April — **  From  to-morrow  the 
troops  of  the  garrison  will  receive  only  three  quarters  ration 
of  bread  daily** 

l^th  April. — '*  Ovr  mills  can  mahe  no  more  fhur  for 
wait  of  charcoal.''  dfaire  battre  les  meulles.  "  The  en- 
gineers also  are  much  embarrassed  for  want  of  this  article, 
which  is,  however,  indispensable.^' 

26th  April.  To  the  royal  commissary,  ^c, — **  No  brandy 
can  be  given  to  the  workmen ;  there  is  none  in  the  maga- 
zines, except  that  which  I  have  reserved  for  the  gunners 
in  case  of  a  siege," 
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Thus  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  real  state  of  Badajos  up 
to  the  end  of  April.  But  I  have  said  that  ''  general 
Imas,  when  he  surrendered  to  Soult»  had  plenty  of  yro^ 
visions^**  and  the  writer  of  the  "  Strictures"  asks  how 
this  can  be  reconciled  with  the  French  garrison  beiny  in 
want. 

The  following  extract  from  lord  Wellington  to  lord 
Liverpool  proves  the  fact  as  to  Imas.  ''  Louzao,  March 
16th.  7^6  garrison  (that  is  tlie  Spanish)  wanted  neither 
ammunition  nor  provisions.**  Moreover,  Imas  had  only  to 
hold  out  a  few  days  that  succour  might  arrive.  And  with 
respect  to  the  cavil  in  the  Strictures,  I  answer,  that  after 
he  surrendered,  not  only  his  garrison  but  the  other  prison- 
ers and  the  French  army  were  principally  fed  from  the 
resources  of  Badajos,  and  that  the  French  garrison  also 
had  been  living  for  a  fortnight  in  that  town.  It  is  there- 
fore quite  possible  that  Imas  might  have  had  plenty,  and 
the  French  garrison  very  little.  For  example,  captain 
Malet,  the  English  agent  living  with  Mendizabel  at  the 
period  of  Soult's  siege,  writes  thus : — 

*^  Badajos,  8th  February.  There  are  sufficient  provisions 
for  several  months  for  a  garrison  of  6000  men,  but  if  the 
present  number  of  troops  are  kept  here,  amounting  to 
nearly  sixteen  thousand  men,  the  place  cannot  hold  out 
long." 

I  now  come  to  the  other  four  facts,  namely,  the  practi- 
cability of  the  road  to  Merida,  the  impression  of  terror 
made  upon  the  French,  the  false  notions  of  Beresford  rela- 
tive to  the  enemy,  and  Lord  Wellington's  opinion  of  the 
operations. 

The  proof  of  the  three  first  will  be  found  in  the  extract 
from  a  letter  addressed  by  marshal  Beresford  to  the  pleni- 
potentiary, Mr.  C.  Stuart.  For  it  is  not  a  little  curious, 
that  the  writer  of  the  Strictures,  who  pretends  \jo  have 
direct  authority  from  the  marshal  to  contradict  my  state- 
ment, and  who  accuses  me  of  ignorance,  should  yet  be  so 
ignorant  himself,  that  I  am  able  to  rebut  his  charges  by 
the  testimony  of  the  very  man  whose  cause  he  espouses. 
Meanwhile,  I  make  little  account  of  his  argument  about 
the  army  of  the  centre  advancing,  and  of  the  danger  of 
the  position  beyond  the   Guadiana;   because  the  latter 
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woald  have  been  in  no  manner  diflferent  from  what  it  was 
after  passing  at  Jerumenha,  and  it  is  evident  from  the 
marshal's  letter,  that  the  army  of  the  centre,  if  its  exist- 
ence was  even  known  by  him,  did  not  enter  into  his  calcu- 
lations :  it  is  introduced  by  this  writer  to  mystify  the  sub- 
ject.   The  notion  that  Latour  Maubourg,  for  Mortier  was 
not,  as  this  ill-informed  writer  supposes,  then  with  the 
army,  conld  by  passing  through  Badajos  cut  off  the  retreat, 
is  also  unsustainable.     My  proposition  was  to  place  the 
allies  between  Badajos  and  the  French  army  ;  because  the 
latter  was  feeble,  surprised  by  the  presence  of  the  former, 
and  astounded  by  the  charge  of  the  thirteenth  dragoons. 
Moreover,  Beresford  in  his  public  dispatch  calls  Latour 
Maubourg's  army  only  five  thousand ;  he  could  therefore 
have  had  no  fear  of  it :  and  with  the  allied  army  on  both 
sides  of  the  Guadiana  it  would  certainly  have  been  easier 
to  throw  a  bridge  than  when  possessing  only  the  right 
bank.     But  the  danger  of  having  the  communication  by 
Merida,  is  disproved  by  the  fact,  that  lord  Wellington 
ordered  Beresford,  when  the  bridge  at  Jerumenha  was 
swept  away,  to  occupy  Merida,  establish  his  communica- 
tions by  that  very  line  and  alter  his  cantonments  accord- 
ingly. 

Authorities.  Marshal  Beresford  to  Mr.  C.  Stuart, 
Elvas,  April  1,  1811. 

"  /  scarcely  think  the  French  will  remain  in  Badajos y 
as  I  cannot  believe  they  will  let  so  considerable  a  force  as 
win  be  necessary  for  its  defence  be  isolated  from  their  field 
army,  which  of  itself  is  not  very  great,  and  cannot  relieve 
that  part  so  isolated  but  by  abandoning  Andalusia,  and 
then  perhaps  not  equal  to  it,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  pass 
the  Guadiana,  at  all  events,  the  4th ;  but  most  vexatiously 
a  vagabond  officer  of  the  driver's  corps,  in  conducting  the 
five  Spanish  boats  saved  from  Badajos,  absolutely  overset 
two  in  as  fair  a  road  as  any  in  England  ;  and  which,  with 
the  present  swell  of  the  river,  will  give  me  some  difficulty. 
The  pontoons  sent  from  Lisbon  (English)  were  only  fit  for 
infantry.*'  ''  I  have  got  the  Spaniards  at  Alburquerque, 
at  least  all  the  armed ;  and  the  sooner  the  arms  are  sent 
for  the  others  the  better,  that  we  may  send  them  to  their 

own  country,  that  I  have  now  opened  for  them.     I  propose, 
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in  passing  the  Ouadiana,  that  they  march  to  Merida ; 
andy  if  the  enemy  remain  in  Badajos^  I  shall  bring  them 
on  my  right  to  Lobaa  or  Talayera.  The  chace  which  my 
countrymen  of  the  thirteenth  dragoons  gave  on  the  25th 
was  literally  a  fox-chase  of  two  leagues  without  drawing 
bit;^  and  which,  though  it  lost  me  three  battalions  of  in- 
fantry that  must  else  have  been  surrounded,  has  given  a 
terror  to  the  French  that  is,  perhaps,  equal  to  the  capture 
of  the  infantry.  The  Portuguese  joined  very  handsomely, 
and  appear  equally  to  have  enjoyed  the  chace.** 

How  the  diirteenth  dragoons  by  beating  the  cavahy, 
taking  the  convoy,  and  interposing  between  the  infantry 
and  Badajos,  while  the  heavy  dragoons,  the  artillery,  and 
infantry  of  the  aUies  were  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
French  infantry ;  how  this  prevented  the  latter  from  being 
surrounded  does  not  very  clearly  appear ;  but  it  is  clear 
that  the  road  to  Merida  was  practicable  or  the  marshal 
would  not  have  sent  the  Spaniards  that  way ; — that  **  he 
anticipated  little  or  no  opposition  from  the  French  after 
the  Campo  Mayor  affair,^  seeing  that,  ^*  he  had  then 
opened  the  Spaniard^  country  for  them;  that  the  enemy 
were  struck  with  terror ;  that  their  field-army  was  not 
greatJ^  Finally,  it  is  as  clear  that  he  was  quite  unable  to 
judge  of  the  true  state  of  affairs,  inasmuch  as  his  expecta- 
tions were  all  signally  frustrated  by  the  course  of  events. 
Badajos  was  not  evacuated  ;  it  would  have  been  strange  if 
it  had.  The  French  did  suffer  its  garrison  to  he  isolated, 
and  they  did  also  relieve  it,  and  without  abandoning  Anda- 
lusia. This  letter  confirms  also  my  assertion  that  marshal 
]^esford  thought  Soult  would  act  entirely  on  the  defen- 
sive ;  and  that  no  doubt  may  exist  on  that  head,  I  will 
give  an  extract  from  another  of  his  own  letters,  supporting 
it  by  one  from  lord  Wellington,  which  I  transpose  from  my 
Appendix  to  this  place. 

Marshal  Beresfbrd  to  Mr.  C.  Stuart,  27th  April,  1811. 
Extract. 

'^  It  is  said  Soult  is  assembling  a  force  on  our  side  of 
Semlle  ;  his  number  is,  however,  I  think,  much  exaggerated, 
but  I  cannot  speak  certain  about  it.'* 

Lord  Wellington  to  lord  Liverpool,  Elvas,  May  2,  1811. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  16th  instant,    I  received  from 
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manhal  sir  Willian  Beresford  letters  of  the  12th  and  13th 
instant,  which  reported  that  marshal  Soult  had  broke  up 
fiom  Seville  about  the  10th,  and  had  advanced  towards 
Estremadora,  notwithstanding  the  reports  which  had  been 
previausly  received,  that  he  was  busily  occupied  in  strength- 
ening  Seville  and  the  approacfies  to  that  city  by  works, 
and  that  all  his  measures  indicated  an  intention  to  remain 
on  the  defensive  in  Andalusia;  I  therefore  set  out  on  the 
following  morning  V^ 

The  last  paragraph  indicates  pretty  broadly  also  that  lord 
Wellington  had  not  much  confidence  in  marshal  Beresford 
when  opposed  to  Soult;  but  the  following  extract  from 
another  letter  more  fully  discloses  the  cause  of  his  repairing 
in  person  to  Estremadura. 

Elvas,  April  21st,  lord  Wellington  to  Mr.  C.  Stuart. 

"  /  am  afraid  that  we  have  lost  some  valuable  time  here, 
and  I  am  come  to  put  mcUters  in  the  right  road;  and  to 
come  to  an  understanding  with  CastafioB  and  if  possible 
with  Blake,  respecting  our  future  operations.'' 

ff^.  Want  of  guns,  stores,  provisions,  and  pontoons. — 
My  charge  against  the  Portuguese  government  in  these 
matters  was  perhaps  put  too  broadly:  yet  it  is  untrue  to 
say  as  this  writer  has  done,  that  the  govemmeut  had  not 
to  do  with  these  matters ;  they  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
them,  and  also  with  the  storing  of  the  fortresses,  the  food 
of  the  Portuguese  troops,  and  the  means  of  transport  for 
every  thing.  If  the  writer  of  the  "  Strictures^'  has  really 
received  any  information  from  the  marshal  upon  this 
subject,  he  must  know  that  on  all  those  points  the  negU- 
genceof  the  government,  and  of  their  *^  Junta  de  Viveres,'* 
and  the  false  reports  and  assertions  by  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  cover  that  neghgence,  were  sources  of  con- 
tinual and  most  serious  distress  to  Lord  Wellington,  who 
could  not  until  the  end  of  the  year  procure  even  a  decree 
for  the  abolition  of  die  **  Junta  de  Viveres;*'  and  who 
could  at  no  time  get  dehnquents  punished.  He  must 
know  also,  that  ailer  the  battle  of  Fuentes,  the  Portuguese 
txoops  were  without  any  ammunition  because  of  the  neg- 
lig^ice  of  the  government;  that  one  of  the  principal 
reforms  in  the  administmtion  sought  for  by  lord  Wel- 
lington was  the  consotidation  of   the  branches  of   the 
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arsenal  under  one  head;  and  that  it  was  not  till  February, 
1812y  (one  year  after  this  period,)  that  Mr.  De  Lemos 
returned  from  the  Brazils  with  full  authority  for  Beresfbrd 
to  control  the  administration  in  all  that  regarded  the 
Portuguese  army.  This  writer  should  also  have  known 
that  the  engineer's  stores  ordered  up  to  Elvas  fcHr 
Beresford's  siege  (for  which  see  colonel  Jones's  Journal) 
were  not,  as  colonel  Jones  supposes,  kept  back  because 
the  exhausted  state  of  the  country  would  not  afford 
carriages^  but  because  government  would  not  enforce  the 
requisitions  for  them. 

Lord  Wellington's  operations  undoubtedly  depended 
much  upon  the  Portuguese  government ;  and  I  am  justified 
in  blaming  that  government  because  it  almost  always 
fttiled  to  do  its  duty.  I  am  unwilling  therefore,  on  this 
pamphleteer's  authority,  to  diminish  the  censure.  I  am 
unwilling  to  suppose  lord  Wellington  reUed  not  upon  the 
government  but  upon  Beresford;  because  if  the  guns  and 
ammunition  were  under  the  control  of  the  marshal,  he 
alone  would  be  answerable  for  deficiencies  of  that  kind, 
which  would  be  a  most  serious  charge.  Let  us  now  hear 
colonel  Jones  upon  the  extent  of  those  deficiencies. 
Joamai  of  ''  The  Strength  of  Badajos  had  not  been  duly  appre« 
colonel  jf  ciated,  and  the  means  prepared  for  its  reduction  in 
'^^^'  artillery,  ammunition,  and  stores,  were  altogether  too 
inconsiderable." — **  It  may  be  considered  fortunate  that 
the  approach  of  marshal  Soult's  army  caused  the  siege 
to  be  raised,  as  otherwise,  after  a  further  sacrifice  of  men 
in  other  feeble  attempts,  it  would  have  brought  itself  to 
a  conclusion  fi'om  inability  to  proceed" 

Were  I  malicious  I  might  here  leave  marshal  Beresford 
to  the  care  of  his  kind  friend;  but  as  I  am  desirous  of 
clearing  myself  more  thoroughly  from  any  charge  of 
injustice  against  the  Portuguese  government,  and  although 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  without  means  of 
transport  neither  guns  nor  ammunition  nor  stores  could 
be  brought  up  to  the  scene  of  operations,  I  will  insert 
some  extracts  from  lord  Wellington's  correspondence 
which  bear  more  directly  on  the  question,  and  which  show 
that  if  Beresford  had  nominally  the  control  of  the  arsenals, 
the  government,  through  the  junta  of  the  arsenal,  had  in 
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reality  the  charge  of  supplying  the  guns  and  ammanition 
and  provisions. 

Wellington  to  Mr.  Stuart,  Celorico,  .Varch  31,  1811. 

"  I  also  b^  you  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  operations  on  the  frontiers  of  Alemtejo ;  these 
are  becoming  of  the  utmost  importance  not  only  to 
Portugal  but  to  the  allies  in  general.  It  is  obvious  they 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  a  constant  communication 
with  the  magazines,  as  well  at  Abrantes  as  with  those 
at  Lisbon,  for  the  inhabitants  of  Alemtejo  will  supply 
nothing  to  the  troops.  I  now  request  you  to  give  notice 
to  the  government  that  they  must  either  enforce  their  own 
law  strictly t  and  oblige  the  inhabitants  of  Alemtejo  to  gioe 
tie  commissaries  of  the  army  the  use  of  their  carriages 
for  the  pajnnent  of  hire,  or  the  operations  upon  that 
frontier  must  be  discontinued^  and  I  must  draw  the  army 
back  to  its  magazines.  That  province  hcLS  been  untouched 
by  the  enemy,  the  carriages  must  be  in  ity  and  yet  I  have 
been  able  to  procure  only  thirty-four y  to  remove  the  articles 
necessary  to  establish  an  hospital  for  marshal  Beresford's 
corps  at  JEstremos»  If  tlie  government  are  tired  of  the 
war,  and  do  not  choose  to  exert  themselves  to  oblige  the 
people  to  bring  forward  the  means  which  are  required  to 
mahle  the  army  to  carry  on  its  operations  at  a  distance 
from  its  magazines^  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  known 
to  the  British  government,  that  they  may  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  think  proper.'* 

Elvas,  May  20,  1811. 

**  I  enclose  the  copy  of  k  memorial  which  has  been  put 
into  my  hands  by  major  Dickson,  of  tl je  artillery,  regarding 
the  march  of  certain  guns  demanded  for  the  service  cf 
this  garrison  from  Lisbon.  I  trust  that  the  movement  of 
the  guns  has  not  been  suspended,  as  t/ieir  early  arrival  is 
tery  important;  qnd  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 
vnll  make  enquiry  upon  the  subject** 

'*  It  is  perfectly  true  that  major  Arentschild  left  the 
reserve  of  his  artillery,  that  is,  his  spare  ammunition,  at 
Sarogoza  between  Celorico  and  Ponte  Murcella.  Why? 
Because  his  mules  and  cattle  had  been  starved  on  the  Rio 
Mayor,  and  could  not  draw  it  any  farther ;  and  because 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XXXIV  A  JUSTIFICATION,  ETC. 

tke  magisiratef  of  the  country  would  svpply  no  means  of 
transport  to  draw  it  onJ' 

Elvas,  May  27. 

^  J  hear  from  colonel  Le  Mesurier  thatj  notwithstanding 
the  breeze  which  colonel  Rosa  has  made  about  Arentschild, 
there  is  no  ammunition  for  the  Portuguese  troops  and 
artillery,  even  at  Coimbra  "  // 

Let  me  now  close  this  part  of  the  subject  by  a  con- 
clusive extract  from  marshal  Beresford's  own  correspon- 
dence. In  a  letter  to  lord  Wellington,  dated  January  26, 
1811,  he  says: — 

**  That  their  difficulties  are  increasing  fast;  that 
matters,  in  his  opinion,  are  coming  to  a  crisis;  that  he 
is  in  the  greatest  alarm  about  them,  and  i$  afraid  to  look 
at  the  state  of  things,  as  far  as  any  Portuguese  authority 
is  concerned.** 

Siege  of  Badajos — On  this  head,  the  main  feet  dis- 
puted is  the  want  of  due  concert  in  the  double  attach.  In 
my  History  I  gave  ample  authority  for  asserting  it,  and 
this  writer's  cavils  merely  prove  that  he  is  angry,  and 
that  be  does  not  know  the  meanin^^  of  the  word  concert, 
which  he  thinks  to  be  synonymous  with  simultaneous. 

But  I  am  also  accused  of  having,  from  inadvertence, 
marked  the  investment  on  the  5th  instead  of  the  4th  of 
May.  So  nice  a  critic  should  himself  have  avoided  mark- 
ing the  Campo  Mayor  affair  on  the  26th  instead  of  the 
25th.  Yet  I  did  not  commit  the  error,  if  error  it  be,  from 
"  inadvertence:**  I  find  my  authority,  as  usual,  in  the  au- 
thor's own  appendix.  Colonel  D'Urban  says,  **  On  the 
morning  oi  the  4th,  general  Stewart  was  put  in  movement," 
&c.  and  ''  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  invested  Badajos** 

In  hke  manner  this  writer,  curiously  exact,  asserts  that 
the  army  '^  was  not  over  the  Gruadiana  until  the  8th.**  By 
his  appendix,  however,  it  appears  (hat,  on  the  7th,  only 
one  brigade  of  guns  was  left  on  the  other  side.  He  says, 
also,  that ''  no  Spaniards  joined  the  marshal  from  Mon^ 
tgo,**  and  that  two  of  the  ten  days  assigned  to  his  ope- 
rations by  me  are  to  be  deducted ;  yet  in  the  next  page 
he  himself  assigns  the  same  term  of  ten  days !  and  with 
reason,  because  it  was  not  till  the  18th  that  Latour  Mau- 
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bourg  retired  to  Guadalcanal,— and  ten  and  eight  make 
eighteen.  Moreover,  the  operations  were  begun  on  the 
7th,  for  on  that  day  the  piequet  of  cavalry  was  sarprised. 

As  to  the  Spaniards  from  Montejo,  I  did  not  say  they 
joined  the  marshal,  I  said  that,  including  them,  he  com- 
manded 25,000  men,  for  which  I  again  have  the  authority 
of  colonel  D'Urban's  memoir,  as  given  in  this  writer's  own 
appendix,  viz.  **  On  the  10th,  general  Oastafios  (at  Sir 
WUUam  Beresferd^s  desire)  had  caused  Count  Penne  VU- 
lemur  with  the  Spanish  cavalry  from  the  side  of  Montejo, 
followed  hy  general  Morillo  with  his  division  of  infantry,  to 
occupy  Merida,  from  which  the  French  garrison  had  with-- 
drawn,  and  the  count  pushed  on  his  advanced  posts  to  Al- 
mendralgo.'*  Wherefore  these  men,  acting  thus  against 
the  enemy  in  concert  with  the  marshal,  and  by  his  desire, 
were  justly  reckoned  by  me  as  being  under  his  command. 
Let  these  trifles  pass :  but  before  I  refer  to  the  battle  of 
Albuera,  which  is  the  next  in  the  course  of  events,  I  will 
venture  upon  another  extract  from  captain  Squire,  who, 
notwithstanding  this  writer's  displeasure,  I  still  hold  to  be 
good  authority  for  what  fell  under  his  own  observation ; 
and  not  the  less  so  that  he  supports  my  opinion  as  to  the 
maishars  want  of  skill  at  the  siege,  corroborates  the  ac- 
count of  his  blunder  at  Campo  Mayor,  and  attests  the 
fiict,  that  the  army  did  generally  hold  his  talents  in  scorn 
and  were  tired  of  his  command. 

''  17th  May,  1811.  Thank  God  !  they  say  that  lord 
Wellington  or  general  Hill  may  be  soon  expected  in  the 
neighbourhood;  this  will  be  a  revival  to  our  spirits,  for  we 
have  lost  our  character  on  this  part  of  the  frontier.  On 
the  night  of  the  12th,  the  real  attack  on  the  east  side  of 
tbe  town  was  begun  but  suspended  by  the  marshal  after 
one  hour's  work  ;  tbe  soil  was  excellent.  Had  we  begun 
there  on  the  9th,  Badajos  would  have  been  our  own  on  the 
mondng  of  the  \5th.  But  after  the  affair  of  Campo 
Mayor,  ^c.  ^c.!!!  what  can  be  expected?'* 

Battle  of  Albuera,---!^.  *'  Thus  the  youngest  officer  com' 
BMmderf."— History. 

This  is  true.  Blake's  appointment  as  captain-general 
of  Valencia  and  Murcia  took  place  indeed  after  the  battle 
of  Albuera,  but  he  had  been  created  captain-general  of 
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the  Coronilla  in  March  1809,  and  as  one  of  the  Spanish 
regents  was  also  of  a  higher  rank  than  Beresford. 

29»  ''  The  position  was  about  four  miles  long." — History. 
That  is  to  say,  from  the  extreme  left  where  the  Portu- 
guese cavalry  were  placed,  to  the  extreme  right  where  the 
battle  ceased.  And  here  I  may  observe  that  my  plan, 
which  is  cavilled  at  by  the  author  of  the  ''  Strictures/' 
was  only  given  as  an  explanatory  sketch,  yet  it  was  taken 
from  the  same  source  as  his,  and  it  does  not  as  he  asserts, 
extend  the  wood  over  the  tongue  of  land  to  the  banks  of 
the  Albuera,  although  some  plans  of  the  position  that  I 
have  seen  do  so.  Moreover,  with  reference  to  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  ground,  this  writer,  as  usual,  forgets  to  make 
his  appendix  agree  with  his  text.  At  page  113  he  says, 
"  the  rear  of  the  position  was  only  practicable  for  infanr- 
try; "  but  general  D'Urban's  memoir  says,  •*  it  was  easy  for 
cavalry  throughout."    Which  is  right  ? 

3^. ''  ITie  position  was  occupied  by  30,000  infantry,  above 
2000  cavalry^  and 38 guns'* — History. 

Here  I  will  expose  the  disingenuous  manner  in  which 
the  author  of  the  "  Further  Strictures**  attempts  to  bolster 
up  a  bad  cause.  Having  printed  a  running  commentary 
upon  my  pages,  written  by  somebody  who  is  not  named, 
he  makes  this  anonymous  critic  state  that  the  allies  had 
only  34  pieces  of  artillery,  thus  leaving  out  four  Spanish 
guns ;  and  at  the  end  of  D'Urban*s  memoir  there  is  also 
the  same  false  detail ;  and  yet  these  persons,  who  cannot, 
in  so  small  a  matter  as  they  have  undertaken  attain  any 
correctness,  are  brought  forward  to  censure  the  inaccuracy 
of  my  work  !  The  official  returi^s  of  Sir  Alexander  Dick- 
son, tlie  commanding  officer  of  artillery  in  the  battle, 
make  the  numbers  amount,  as  I  have  stated,  to  38,  viz.-7> 

British  horse  artilleiy    4 

Ditto    foot    ditto 6 

King's  German  Legion,  ditto 12 

Portuguese,  ditto 12 

Spanish  artillery    4 

38 
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Detail  of  troops. 

Bere^ard't  corpt.  Spaniards, 

i  British. . . .    7,600  4th  S  Infantry,  1 1,000 

Infantry,  <  Germans .  •    1 ,600  army  i  Cavahy,  1,100 

C  Portogucse  10,000  6th  J  Infantry,  2,000 

Cavalrv     jBritisS....       700  army,  J  Cavaby,  600 

cavalry,    j  Portuguese      300  

14,600 

Total  ....20,000  Deduct  for  strag-^ 

glers  andde-f    ^^qq 

serters     from  f      ' 
the  4th  army,  3 

Total 13,600 

Beresford's. 20,000 

Spaniards 13,500 

Grand  Total 33,600 

Authorities. — P.  Lord   Londonderry  who  was 
adjutant-general  rates  the  British  at 7,600 

2^.  Two  battalions  of  Germans  I  estimate  at . .       1,600 

3®.  General   D 'Urban,  who  rates  the  Portu- 
guese at , 10,000 

4°.  General  Harvey's  journal,    in   which   the 

British  cavalry  are  rated  at 700 

And  the  Portuguese  cavalry  at 300 

20,000 

I  find,  also,  in  a  very  accurate  journal  kept  by  Colonel 
Thome,  a  staff  officer,  that  the  heavy  British  cavalry  on 
the  20th  of  March,  only  twenty  days  previous  to  the 
battle,  amounted  to  762  men  under  arms,  viz. 

3d  dragoon  guards 379 

4th         ditto         373 

762 

Wherefore,  taking  the  13th  dragoons  at  a  low  rate,  the 
British  cavalry  alone  had  a  thousand  troopers  in  the  field. 
But  the  reader  will  observe  that  I  have  already  given  au- 
thority for  a  greater  number  of  men  than  I  allowed  in  my 
work ;  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  explain,  that  being  in 
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doubt  whether  lord  Londonderry  included  Alten's  Germans 
under  the  general  head  of  British^  I  deducted  the  latter 
from  the  gross  number.  I  have  never  been  able  to  pro- 
cure an  official  return  of  the  whole  army  in  the  field  that 
day,  probably  none  ever  was  made,  but  my  belief  is,  that 
instead  of  over-rating  I  have  under-stated  the  number  by 
nearly  two  thousand  men. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  obtained  the  weekly 
states  of  general  Long's  division  of  cavalry  for  the  8th  and 
for  the  29th  of  May,  that  is,  one  week  before  and  a  little 
more  than  a  week  after  the  battle  of  Albuera,  and  unless 
it  can  be  shown  that  in  the  day  of  battle  there  were  fewer 
men  in  the  ranks  than  at  other  periods,  they  will  be  found 
conclusive  as  to  the  numbers  of  cavalry. 

On  the  8th  of  May  the  present  under  arms  at  Villa 
Franca,  in  front  of  Albuera,  were,  exclusive  of  230  officers 
and  Serjeants,  1429  Portuguese  and  British  troopers,  the 
latter  having  1 109  men  and  1076  horses. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  there  were  1587  men  and  226 
officers  and  Serjeants  and  1489  horses,  the  increase  arising 
from  the  junction  of  men  who  had  been  detached.  It  is 
clear  from  this  that  the  allied  cavalry,  including  the  13th 
dragoons  and  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  horsemen,  was 
nearly  three  thousand  strong. 

My  mode  of  estimating  the  numbers  of  the  5th  Spanish 
army  was  as  follows. 

In  D'Urban's  memoir,  Morillo's  division  of  the  6th  Spa- 
nish army  is  said  to  consist  of  a  few  weak  battalions,  and 
Carlos  d'Espafia's  brigade  of  five  battalions  is  called  2000 
strong.  One  battalion  of  the  latter  was  sent  to  Olivenza, 
the  remaining  four  battalions  I  therefore  took  to  be  1600 
men ;  to  these  I  added  400,  as  supposing  that  Castafios 
must  have  brought  up  some  of  Morillo's  people  to  the 
action ;  and  Penne  Villemur's  cavalry  I  know,  firom  several 
sources,  to  have  been  at  least  600  strong. 

The  numbers  of  the  4th  army  I  obtained  more  certainly 
from  the  following  passage  in  a  letter  of  lord  Wellington's, 
dated  Nissa,  April  18,  1811  :— 

"  From  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wellesley,  of  the  11th,  I 
learn  that  general  Blake  was  himself  about  to  come  into 
the  Condado  de  Niebla,  to  take  the  command  of  general 
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Ballesieros'  division  and  of  the  troops  which  had  been 
under  the  command  of  general  Zayas,  and  which  were  to 
return  to  that  quarter.  The  whole  corps  will  anunmi  to 
12,000  men,  of  which  1100  are  cavaby." 

I  subtracted  1100  men,  as  stragglers  or  deserters  during 
the  long  march  from  Ayamonte,  which  I  believe  was  too 
many,  because  I  found  in  another  letter  from  lord  Wel- 
lington, dated  the  4th  July,  1811,  six  weeks  after  the 
battle,  that  Blake's  corps  was  still  from  10  to  12,000 
strong ;  and  in  an  abstract  of  the  head-quarters  returns, 
made  1st  July,  Quinta  St.  Joa,  Blake's  corps  is  again  set 
down  at  12,000.  However,  my  estimate  is  thus  borne  out 
as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  permit ;  and  what 
does  a  thousand  or  two,  more  or  less,  signify  in  this 
matter,  when  it  is  plain  that  there  were  already  more  than 
marshal  Beresford  was  able  to  handle,  seeing  that  in  so 
bloody  and  critical  a  battle  one-third  of  his  troops  never 
fired  a  shot. 

4°.  The  French  had  ^^  above  4000  veteran  cavalry,  but 
only  19,000  chosen  infantry/* — History. 

In  the  imperial  muster-rolls  I  found  that  on  the  1st  of 
May,  the  present  under  arms  of  the  5th  corps,  including 
the  garrison  of  Badajos  and  3500  reinforcements  in  march 
to  join,  were  16,885,  of  which  752  cavalry  and  590  artillery, 

leaving. 14,543  infantry. 

Deduct  garrison  . ,      2,887 

Total    11,656 

Soult  drew  from  the  1st  corps  one  battalion 
of  grenadiers 500 

Ditto  from  4th  corps,  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry forming  Werle's  brigade 4,000 

From  Dessolles'  reserve  at  Cordova,  Oo- 
dinot's  brigade    4,000 

20,156 
For  officers  and  non-combatants,  who  are 
always  included  in  French  returns,  I 
deducted 1,156 


Total  infantry. , . .  19,000 
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The  divisiou  of  heavy  dragoons  was. . . .  3,000 
The  light  cavalry  of  the  6th  corps. . . .  •  •  762 
Drawn  from  the  4th  corps  two  regiments,       600 

Including  oflScers,  total  cavalry,  4,262 

Grand  total,  including  a  detachment  left  at  Villalba  23,262 

Having  thus  worked  out  my  estimate  from  authentic 
documents,  I  turned  to  the  French  authors  who  have 
treated  of  this  battle,  and  I  found  that  Jomini,  '<  Vie  de 
iVapoZcon,"— Lamane,  "  Relation  du  Siige  de  Badajos,** 
— Lapene,  "  Conquite  d'Andalusie,'^ — and  Bory  St.  Vin- 
cent, one  of  Soult's  staff,  **  Guide  des  Voyageurs  en  Es^ 
pagnCf' — all  agree  in  stating  the  French  at  twenty-two 
thousand  men  of  all  arms,  while  the  **  Victoires  ei  Con'- 
guetes  Franpais,**  reduces  them  much  lower.  I  have,  there- 
fore, most  probably  overstated  the  force  of  the  French. 

6°.  "  Nearly  7000  of  tlie  allies;'  and  "  above  8000  of 
the  French  toere  struck  down.*' — History. 

Authorities. — The  official  returns  make  the  loss  of 
the  Anglo-Portuguese 4547 

The  loss  of  the  Spaniards  I  estimated  from  com- 
mon report  at  the  time,  from  the  authority  of  Colonel 
Jones's  History,  and  from  the  Spanish  accounts  of 
the  d  ay 2200 

Total 6747 

It  is  also  to  be  recollected  that  the  British  official  return 
does  not  include  a  number  of  men,  who  having  been  made 
prisoners  escaped  and  rejoined  their  regiments  in  a  few 
days  after  the  action.  The  writer  of  the  "  Strictures'* 
reduces  the  British  loss,  and  estimates  the  Spanish  at  only 
1700 ;  but  to  effect  the  first,  he  strikes  out  the  officers 
and  Serjeants,  and  with  respect  to  the  last,  he  knows  well 
that  it  is  under-rated ;  indeed  in  his  own  text  there  is 
proof  of  the  inaccuracy  of  his  statement,  for  he  says  that 
before  the  British  came  into  action,  the  Spaniards  had  lost 
1600,  and  yet  he  would  have  us  believe,  that  in  all  the 
after-fight,  though  they  were  constantly  exposed  to  the 
Are,  they  only  lost  200  more  ! 
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With  respect  to  the  French  loss,  I  found  in  general 
Gazan's  intercepted  letter,  that  he  had  a  few  days  after 
the  battle  more  than  4000  wounded  under  his  charge,  and 
that  some  had  died  on  the  road.  By  marshal  Beresford's 
despatches,  I  found  that  360  wounded  were  discovered 
at  Almendral,  and  that  3000  were  lying  killed  or  mortally 
wounded  on  the  field.  This  loose  estimation,  taken  at  the 
highest,  accounts  for  about  8000 ;  taken  at  the  lowest, 
about  7000.  This  last  number  is  what  French  writers 
admit,  and  I  found  a  confirmation  of  it  in  the  official 
abstract  of  lord  Wellington's  analysis  of  the  numbers 
opposed  to  him  in  July,  1811.  He  there  twice  estimates 
the  French  loss  at  Albuera  at  7000  men ;  but  with  that 
liberality  which  is  usually  practised  towards  enemies  on 
such  occasions,  marshal  Beresford  added  2000,  sir  Ben- 
jamin D'Urban  adds  3000,  and  the  author  of  the  "  Stric- 
ture'* adds  4000  to  this  number.  How  far  future  writers 
of  this  school  will  go,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say. 

6^.  Alrectdy  Blake  s  arrogance  was  sfiaking  Beresfard*s 
authority. — History. 

This  is  verified  by  the  following  extract  from  D'Urban's 
memoir. 

'*  Although  Blake's  corps  had  little  more  than  a  league 
to  march  from  Almendral,  by  a  good  road,  guided  by  an 
officer  sent  for  the  purpose,  and  which  the  general  had 
engaged  should  be  upon  its  ground  at  noon,  did  not  com- 
mence arriving  till  eleven  at  night,  and  was  not  all  up  till 
three  in  the  morning  of  the  16th.''  Farther  on  it  is  said 
the  posting  of  the  corps  was  only  "  effected  after  frnwh 
dday  upon  the  part  of  general  Blake,'' 

Now  if  the  exquisitely  bad  grammar  of  this  extract  will 
permit  any  meaning  to  be  attached  thereto,  it  is,  that 
Blake  was  not  acting  cordially  with  the  marshal ;  but  this 
shall  be  made  clearer.  My  observation  was  written  with 
allusion  to  Blake's  refusal  to  change  his  front ;  and  my 
authority  for  that  fact  was  a  staff  officer  of  high  rank 
who  was  present.  In  the  first  impression  of  general 
D'Urban's  memoir,  which  I  had  before  me  at  the  time,  I 
also  found  written  i^inst  that  part  of  the  memoir  which 
says  that ''  Blake  only  delayed  the  execution  of  the  order ^^ 
the  following  note  by  sir  H.  Hardinge,  who  carried  Blake 
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the  order,  '*  He,  Blake,  positively  refused ;  saying  the 
attack  was  evidently  on  the  front  by  the  village.  When 
told  that  the  village  was  sufficiently  occupied,  he  still  per- 
sisted  in  his  refusal ;  and  when  he  consented  at  length  to 
do  so,  gave  such  tedious  pedantic  orders  of  countermarch 
that  Beresford  was  obliged  to  interfere  and  direct  the 
movement  himself."    This  is  precisely  what  I  have  stated. 

Here  I  will  notice  another  of  those  absurd  charges  made 
by  the  writer  of  the  "  Strictures"  the  contradictions  of 
which  are  to  be  found  in  Beresford's  own  correspondence. 
He  remarks,  in  a  note  on  D'Urban's  memoir,  that  from  a 
false  print  in  the  first  impression,  the  words  ^«^  and  second 
(referring  to  the  Spanish  lines)  were  reversed,  and  that  I 
have  adapted  the  error.  Now  without  stopping  to  remark 
upon  (he  generalship  that  would  have  drawn  away  the  first 
line  when  Godinot*8  attack  was  commencing  in  its  fix>nt^ 
and  when  from  being  on  the  edge  of  a  descent  the  evolu- 
tions must  have  been  cramped  and  confused,  and  have 
the  appearance  of  a  retreat ;  whereas  the  second  line, 
having  more  room  could  have  more  easily  changed  its 
front  without  offering  any  advantage  or  encouragement  to 
Godinot's  people ;  —  without  stopping,  I  say,  to  dilate 
upon  this,  I  answer  that  /  did  not  follow  tfie  misprint  in 
sir  B,  D' Urban* s  memoir,  h\xi  I  did  follow  marshal  Beres- 
ford's  despatches  to  lord  Wellington  and  to  the  Portuguese 
government,  in  both  of  which  he  says,  '^  I  requested  general 
Blahe  to  form  a  part  of  his  first  line  and  all  his  second  to 
that  front.''    And  so  also  runs  my  text. 

70.  **  The  narrow  ravine  of  the  Arot/a,"  ^c. — History. 

The  writer  of  the  Strictures  says  there  was  no  ravine, 
but  if  the  rear  of  the  position  was,  as  he  also  asserts, 
"  practicable  only  for  infantry,''  my  expression  is  just. 
Nevertheless,  I  have  changed  the  word  to  valley,  to  which 
he  cannot  object  until  he  proves  that  two  hills  can  be 
found  without  a  valley  between  them. 

80.  *<  ITie  right  of  the  allies  and  the  left  of  the  French 
were  only  divided  by  a  wooded  hill,  about  cannon-shot  dis^ 
tance  from  each.  This  height,  neglected  by  Beresford, 
was  ably  made  use  of  by  Soult." — History. 

If  the  reader  will  look  at  the  plan  given  by  the  writer  of 
the  "  Strictures"  himself,  he  will  there  see  that  the  hill 
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in  question  is  precisely  as  I  have  described  it^  ^*  about 
cannan'skot  Jrom  each  army;"  and  by  referring  to  my  text, 
he  will  see  that  I  did  never  arp;ue  as  this  writer  asserts 
that  a  large  corps  should  have  been  placed  there.  But  I 
do  maintain,  that  if  a  small  body  of  men  had  been  placed 
there  Soult  could  not  have  united  fifteen  thousand  men 
and  forty  guns  behind  it  without  Beresford  knowing  any- 
thing of  the  matter ;  and  if,  as  is  probable,  the  French 
had  first  driven  this  party  away,  that  would  have  indicated 
their  intentions  and  the  right  of  the  army  could  not  have 
been  surprised  as  it  was.  Moreover,  patroles  of  cavalry 
and  single  mounted  officers  might  have  gone  across  the 
Albaera  higher  up,  and  so  have  looked  behind  this  hill, 
which  was  entirely  neglected  by  Beresford.  It  was  a  gross 
error ;  and  it  was  a  more  gross  error  to  permit  the  French 
army  to  pass  over  that  hill,  to  cross  the  Albuera,  and  to 
mount  the  opposite  height  without  the  slightest  resistance, 
although  during  the  whole  movement  they  were  within 
cannon*shot  of  the  right  of  the  allies'  position.  Why 
were  they  not  watched  ?  and  where  was  the  allied  cavalry? 
We  shall  see  anon  !  But  what  sort  of  a  general  is  he  who 
gnfiers  his  enemy  to  move  for  an  hour  within  cannon-shot 
bnt  unmolested  against  a  position  which  did  not  exceed 
three  miles  in  length  ?  Why  Mendizabel  himself  did  not 
discover  greater  incapacity  at  the  Gebora !  But  his  troops 
were  not  so  good  !  English  soldiers  can  sustain  even  a 
Mendizabel. 

9°.  "  The  French  cavalry  (mtflanking   the  front  and 
charging  here  and  tlure^  ^c, — History. 

The  idiomatic  expression,  **  fiere  and  there^"  shows  that 
I  never  meant  to  say  the  French  cavalry  charged  home ; 
but  that  they  menaced  the  Spaniards*  flank.  Nevertheless 
1  have  authority,  whether  good  or  bad,  for  an  actual 
charge.  The  author  of  the  "  Annak  of  the  Peninsular 
Campaigns/'  who  I  believe  served  vrith  the  29th  regiment 
in  the  battle,  writes  thus :  "  An  endeavour  was  made  to 
bring  up  the  Spanish  troops  to  the  charge.  This  failed. 
A  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  French  artillery,  and  a 
ciar^e  of  cavalry  again  forced  them  to  retire  in  confusionJ' 
10®.  "  The  Spanish  line  continued  to  fire  unthout  cessa- 
<»»,  aUhough  the  British  were  before  them" — History. 
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This  circumstance  which  occurred  oa  the  right,  was 
related  to  me  by  a  staff  officer  of  high  rank  who  was  pre- 
sent. But  it  appears  from  a  statement  in  the  ''  Strictures'* 
that  the  English  fired  upon  the  Spaniards.  The  confusion 
on  the  right  in  the  beginning  of  the  action  is  thus  very 
clearly  shewn. 

11^.  At  this  critical  moment  general  Stewart  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  the  height  with  Colbome's  brigade^*  ^c.  — 
History. 

The  author  of  the  "  Strictures'*  says,  there  was  no  hill, 
"  only  a  gradual  slope/'  that  the  troops  did  not  mount  it, 
they  '^  came  up  it  in  the  regular  manner!'*  The  regular 
manner  of  coming  up  a  slope  without  ascending  it  must, 
no  doubt,  be  a  very  modest  and  unassuming  manner,  but 
until  I  know  what  it  is  I  cannot  describe  it.  Let  me,  how- 
ever, show  that  there  was  a  height  if  there  was  not  a  hUL 

Extract  from  D'Urban's  memoir.  ''  This  height  was  of 
great  importance,  inasmuch  as  it  commanded  the  right  of 
the  position;  and  the  second  division,  under  the  honourable 
major-general  William  Stewart,  which  was  now  rapidly  ad- 
vancing to  support  the  Spaniards,  and  which  arrived  just 
as  they  had  been  forced  to  abandon  it,  was  immediately 
ordered  by  sir  William  Beresford  to  attack  and  recover  it" 
The  writer  of  the  "  Strictures"  says  they  never  lost  it! 

120.  «  27ie  3lst  still  maintained  the  height"— History. 

Authority,  D'Urban's  memoir.  Extract.  *•  Favoured 
by  this*'  (darkness  from  smoke  and  rain)  "  as  the  first  bri- 
gade under  colonel  Colbome  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  the 
bayonet,  and  were  driving  him  before  them,  some  squad- 
rons of  Polish  lancers,  8cc.  charged."  '^  The  3lst  regiment, 
which  was  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  ^c.  ^c,  extricated 
itself  from  the  confusion,  and  continued  the  attack  aUmeJ* 
It  should  be  defence. 

13  0.  ^'  Houghtoris  regiments  soon  got  footing  on  the 
summit." — "  JDickson  placed  the  artillery  in  line.  The 
2d  division  came  up  on  the  left,  and  two  Spanish  corps  at 
last  moved  forward.** — History. 

Authority,  D'Urban's  memoir.  Extracts.  "  The  3d 
brigade  of  the  2d  division,  under  major-general  Houghton, 
following  the  first  with  equal  intrepidity  and  better  fortune, 
deployed  very  judiciously,  and  with  admirable  precision, 
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under  cover  of  the  lower  falls  of  the  heights,  moved  on  in 
line  to  the  attack,  and  supported  and  foUawed  by  the  2d 
brigcuie,  under  the  hon.  colonel  Abercromby,  and  the  Spa- 
idards  vnder  generals  BaUesteros  and  Zayas,  carried  all 
before  it,  gaified  the  contested  ground  and  took  post  upon 

And  yet  the  writer  of  the  "  Strictures"  sajrs  I  cannot 
name  the  Spanish  corps,  because  none  moved  forward  ! 
I  will  now  give  another  and  more  correct  version  of  these 
attacks ;  the  version  which  I  adopted,  and  which  I  copied 
from  a  note  made  by  sir  Henry  Hardinge  in  the  margin  of 
the  original  impression  of  D'Urban's  memoir. 

**  The  1st  brigade,  when  they  had  gained  the  crest  of 
the  hUl,  found  it  so  hot  that  Stewart  ordered  a  charge, 
which  the  Buffs  and  48th  alone  made  in  line  against  the 
enemy's  column,  of  at  least  10,000  men.  Fortunately 
tkeSlst,  being  the  left  regiment,  had  not  had  time  to  deploy 
when  the  two  other  regiments  charged  ;  it  therefore  held  the 
ground  while  Houghton* s  brigade  deployed  in  the  rear,  and 
vnder  cover,  and  moved  up  to  the  svpport  of  the  31«^, 
holding  the  position  and  keeping  up  a  hot  fire  in  line 
against  the  close  column  of  the  enemy  which  attempted 
to  advance,  and  sometimes  to  deploy;  keeping  however 
within  short  musket-shot,  both  sides  firing  grape :  the 
•  destruction  being  infinitely  greater  in  the  dense  order  of 
the  enemy  than  in  our  thin  order." 

In  conjunction  with  the  above,  may  be  taken  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  from  major  Elliot,  of  the  29th 
regiment,  an  actor  in  what  he  describes.  It  confirms  my 
statements  in  more  than  one  particular;  and  it  does  a 
justice  to  the  29th  regiment,  which  from  ignorance  I  had 
omitted  to  do. 

"  The  attack  of  the  16th  May  commenced  on  the  right; 
and  most  correctly  is  it  described  by  colonel  Napier,  The 
fete  of  the  1st  brigade,  except  the  31st  regiment,  was 
very  soon  decided  ;  our  brigade  moved  to  the  right  in  open 
column  of  companies  under  a  very  heavy  cannonade,  by 
which  we  had  a  captain  and  a  good  many  men  killed. 
The  29th  led  the  brigade  ;  the  deployment  was  made  very 
steadily  under  this  fire  and  we  became  hotly  engaged. 

At  this  time  a  body  of  Polish  lancers  appeared  on  our 
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rigktf  eharged^  and  attempted  the  attach  on  us  which  had 
proved  so  successful  against  the  1st  brigade;  but  major 
Way  (now  sir  Gregory)  foiled  them  by  throwing  back  the 
grenadiers  and  \st  battalion  company,  who  with  an  oblique 
fire  sent  them  off  and  we  saw  no  more  of  them.  We 
kept  at  it  while  our  ammunition  lasted,  then  the  fourth 
division  came  up." 

This  last  passage  verifies  the  fact  that  ammunitiam 
failed;  a  circumstance  which  is  also  mentioned  in  the 
"  Annals  of  the  Peninsular  Campaign.''  It  proves  also 
that  there  were  more  charges  of  cavalry  made  than  the 
writer  of  the  "  Strictures''  knows  of:  and  here  I  may 
mention  a  curious  example  of  the  impudent  falsehood  of 
the  Spanish  accounts  of  this  war. 

Penne  Villemur's  cavalry  fled  in  a  shameful  manner,  as 
the  following  statement  by  colonel  Light  proves. 

"  After  our  brigades  of  infantry,  first  engaged,  were 
repulsed,  I  was  desired  by  general  D'Urban  to  tell  the 
count  de  Penne  Villemur  to  chaise  the  lancers,  and  we 
all  started,  as  I  thought  to  do  the  thing  well ;  but  when 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  enemy,  the  whole  pulled  up, 
there  was  no  getting  them  farther,  and  in  a  few  moments 
afler  I  was  left  alone  to  run  the  gauntlet  as  well  as  I 
could."  Now  the  comment  of  the  Spanish  government 
in  their  official  gazette  at  Cadiz  upon  this  part  of  the 
action  was,  that  Penne  Villemur,  seeing  three  English 
regiments  broken  by  the  French  cavalry,  withstood  the 
latter,  protected  the  former,  and  was  fired  upon  by  the 
very  regiments  he  had  saved  :  finally,  that  the  Spaniards 
alone  defeated  the  whole  French  army ! ! 

Having  thus  established  most  of  the  important  disputed 
facts  related  in  my  history,  and  truth  being  my  great 
object,  I  will  notice  the  errors  I  have  really  made. 

P.  I  supposed  that  the  second  charge  of  the  lancers 
(that  against  the  29th)  took  place  at  a  later  period,  and 
that  it  was  then  the  guns  were  captured;  whereas  it 
appears  the  guns  were  taken  in  the  charge  against 
Colbome's  brigade.  And  here  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  marshal  Beresford's  despatch  suppresses  the  fact  of 
more  than  one  gun  being  taken,  although  six  pieces  of 
artillery  and  other  trophies  fell  into  the  lancers'  hands, 
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PiTe  of  the  guns  were,  indeed,  afterwards  recovered ;  but 
in  the  first  instance  they  were  captured  and  might  have 
been  carried  off. 

2^.  I  supposed  that  the  mutual  firing  between  a  British 
and  Spanish  regiment  happened  at  the  time  the  fusileers 
were  mounting  the  hill.  I  had  understood  that  it  was  so, 
and  that  colonel  Robert  Arbuthnot  rode  between  both 
parties;  but  as  the  writer  of  the  ^'  Strictures'^  asserts 
that  he  has  sir  Robert's  letter  contradicting  the  feet,  I 
have  expunged  it.  Nevertheless,  I  still  maintain,  that  at 
one  period  of  the  battle  such  an  event  did  take  place ; 
and,  indeed,  it  is  proved  by  the  contradictory  evidence 
before  noticed  as  to  which  party  fired  upon  the  other. 
The  reader  must,  however,  feel  that  many  circumstances 
may  be  satisfactorily  verified  to  a  historian  by  conversation 
and  by  other  means,  and  yet  he  may  not  be  able  to 
detail  the  chain  of  evidence  in  print.  In  such  cases,  he 
has  a  right  to  the  confidence  of  his  reader  if  he  has 
shewn  that  his  statements  are  generally  accurate,  and 
that  he  has  been  diligent  in  searching  for  truth.  This 
I  think  I  have  shewn  both  in  my  Reply  and  in  the  present 
Justification.  I  have,  I  think,  shewn,  1<>.  that  my  in- 
quiries were  extensive;  2<*.  that  my  authorities,  even  for 
triffing  points,  were  sound  and  numerous;  3^  that  the 
writer  of  the  "  StrictureSy^  being  a  person  of  no  know- 
ledge and  very  unscrupulous,  cannot  be  marshal  Beres- 
ford,  but  is  probably  some  expectant  ready  to  vouch  for 
any  thing,  *'  if  thrift  might  follow  fawning."  I  have  not 
noticed  bis  continued  scurrility,  because  I  despise  it. 
Neither  have  I  exposed  above  one-half  of  his  mis-state- 
ments and  misrepresentations,  because  I  thought  it  a 
waste  of  time ;  and  his  arguments  are  upon  a  par  with  his 
&cts :  one  or  two  examples  will  suffice. 

1<>.  He  says  Soult  took  an  hour  to  execute  his  move- 
ment across  the  Albuera  against  the  right ;  and  that  the 
Spaniards  resisted  afterwards  for  an  hour  and  a  half! 
That  is  to  say,  the  French  general  was  permitted,  for  two 
hoars  and  a  half,  to  act  against  a  point  of  the  position 
on  the  possession  of  which  depended  the  safety  of  the 
anny.  They  were  allowed  to  act  there  for  two  hours 
and  a  half  unopposed,  save  by  a  few  thousand  Spaniards, 
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who  were  confused  and  disordered  by  a  sudden  change  of 
front  and  by  this  unexpected  attack ;  and  yet  the  second 
division  was  within  a  mile  of  them,  and  the  rest  of  tbe 
army  not  two  miles  distant!  And  this  is  meant  to 
prove  the  skill  of  marshal  Beresford  !  Fortunately  for 
the  latter  the  story  of  the  Spanish  resistance  is  a  Spanish 
romance. 

29,  This  writer  would  have  it  believed  that  Beresford 
did  at  the  time  disapprove,  and  does  still  blame  the 
advance  of  the  fusileer  brigade,  because  the  enemy's 
cavalry  might,  he  says,  have  penetrated  by  the  gap  thus 
made,  and  because  he  was  in  no  danger  of  being  beaten, 
and  never  thought  of  retreating!  Marshal  Beresford, 
then,  by  bringing  up  general  Collins's  Portuguese  and  the 
Spanish  reserves  to  the  aid  of  Houghton's  brigade  and 
joining  them  to  Abercromby's  troops,  expected  to  have 
defeated  the  enemy,  and  without  the  assistance  of  the 
fusileers  to  have  won  that  battle  which  was  so  hardly 
gained  with  their  assistance !  Truly  he  expected  much  ! 
The  regiments  of  Houghton's  brigade,  having  lost  two- 
thirds  of  their  number,  being  without  ammunition,  and 
having  a  French  colunm  already  advanced  upon  their 
right  flank,  were  to  have  maintained  the  height  until  all 
the  troops  above-mentioned  could  be  brought  into  line ! 
and  then  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  were  to  do  what  the 
fusileers  did ! 

There  was  no  danger  of  the  French  cavalry  pushing 
through  the  gap  made  by  the  advance  of  the  fusileers. 
General  Cole  had  provided  against  that  by  placing  general 
Harvey's  Portuguese  brigade  in  the  gapy  and  that  brigade 
did  actually  repulse  an  attempt  made  by  Latour  Maubourg 
to  push  his  light  cavalry  through.  But  if  marshal  Beresr- 
ford  was  so  certain  of  victory,  so  composed  and  confident, 
so  little  thinking  of  a  retreat,  why  did  he,  when  the  battle 
was  gained,  write  to  lord  Wellington  that  he  anticipated 
defeat  if  attacked  the  next  day  and  was  determined  not 
to  survive  it  ?  But  the  whole  argument  of  the  writer  is 
nought,  seeing  that  marshal  Beresford,  in  his  despatch, 
praises  the  attack  of  the  4th  division,  saying,  "  it  was 
judicious  and  opportune." 

There  is,  however,  a  more  certain  proof  that  marshal 
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Bemford  did  contemplate  a  retreat^  namely,  that  he  gave 
the  Older  for  it,  and  that  order  was  in  part  obeyed.  The 
hidge  and  village  of  Albuera  were  actually  abandoned  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  by  Alten's  Germans  and  by  the  artil- 
lery! and  Beresford  in  person  rebuked  colonel  Walker  of . 
the  Germans  for  being  slow  to  obey.  This  fact,  which  I 
hare  often  heard,  but  have  ascertained  to  be  true  since 
the  foregoing  pages  were  written,  shows,  that  far  from 
being  moved  by  common  reports,  or  by  prejudice  against 
marshal  Beresford,  I  was  even  too  careful  to  reject  what 
was  at  all  doubtful. 

The  annexed  extract  is  from  a  narrative  of  the  campaign 
of  1811,  written  by  sir  Julius  Hartman,  who  commanded 
the  British  artillery  in  the  action,  and  it  places  the  fact 
beyood  all  contradiction,  unless  sir  Julius  be  the  most 
imaginative  of  men ;  and  certainly  marshal  Beresford  had 
good  reason  to  call  the  arrival  of  the  fusileers  opportune, 
for  like  Bunyan's  Pilgrim,  he  was  then  in  the  ''  Slough  of 
Despond." 

"  The  enemy  made  repeated  and  very  serious  attacks  on 
the  bridge,  which  were  unsuccessful,  until  the  troops  re- 
caved  an  order  to  assemble  to  cover  the  retreat  upon  Val- 
terde.  The  general-in-chief  had  given  this  order  at  a 
moment,  when  the  result  of  the  struggle  for  the  possession 
of  the  heights  had  appeared  to  him  doubtful.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  order,  general  Von  Alten  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  Portuguese  artillery,  major  Dickson,  aban- 
domed  the  village  and  bridge,  which  was  immediately  occupied 
by  the  enemy.  Directly  afler,  the  re-taking  of  this  was 
most  urgently  ordered,  which  by  the  valour  of  the  troops 
with  great  sacrifice  and  spilling  of  blood  was  accomplished ; 
hut,  notwithstanding,  the  possession  of  the  bridge  was 
never  completely  obtained." 

I  can  now  also  upon  another  point,  more  completely  ful- 
fil my  former  promise  to  shew  that  marshal  Beresford's 
errors  were  far  greater  than  I  had  supposed  them  to  be. 

Statement  of  captain  Arthur  Gregory, 

"A  deserter  came  in,  about  one  o'clock  a.m.  on  the 
16th ;  he  said  that  an  order  was  issued  for  an  attack  at 
eight  A.M.,  he  was  immediatetiy  sent  in  to  head-quarters 
and  I  suppose  arrived." 
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'^  Between  sevea  and  eight,  orders  came  for  the  cavalry, 
and  I  believe  for  the  hone  artillery,  to  go  to  the  rear  to 
forage  and  make  themselves  comfortable.  As  there  was  a 
difficulty  about  watering,  one  regiment  went  down  to  the 
.  riv^  at  a  time.  The  first  was  the  4th  dragoons,  which, 
after  watering,  went  to  the  rear;  the  3d  dragoon  guards 
were  going  to  water,  and  the  horses  (I  believe)  were  taken 
off  the  guns  of  the  horse  artillery  for  the  same  purpose, 
when  an  orderly  of  the  13th  dragoons  came  in  from  a 
picquet  on  the  right  with  intelligence  that  the  enemy  was 
crossing  the  river !  General  Long  immediatdy  galk>ped 
off  and  found  half  their  army  across^  under  cover  of  a 
hollow,  which  had  completely  masked  the  operation.  I  was 
dispatched  to  report  it  to  the  marshal^  whose  head^quarters 
were  in  the  village  of  Albuera ;  after  being  detained  a  few 
minutes  at  the  door  he  came  out,  and  after  questioning  me 
sharply  upon  my  intelligence,  was  going  in,  when  I  took 
the  liberty  of  mentioning  that  the  cavalry  had  been  ordered 
to  the  rear,  and  that  one  regiment  had  already  gone ;  and 
I  asked  him  if  it  should  be  brought  up  again,  and  to 
where  ?  His  orders  were,  ^  Let  them  go  more  to  the  right 
than  they  were  before.'  I  galloped  off  to  the  spot  where 
the  cavalry  had  been  ordered,  and  found  the  4th  dragoons 
with  their  horses  unbridled  and  linked  with  the  collar 
chains ;  the  men  had  taken  their  accoutrements  and  jackets 
off,  and  were  going  in  all  directions  to  cut  forage.  A 
few  minutes  brought  them  together.  Before  I  could  get 
back,  the  cannonade  had  begun.  Had  Souli  delayed  his 
attack  half  an  hour,  all  the  British  cavalry  would  have 
been  in  the  rear  dtspersed  over  the  country.  I  do  not  know 
if  the  brigades  of  foot  artillery  had  the  same  orders." 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  captain  Gregory  from  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Wildman,  a  lieutenant  in  the  4th  dragoons  at  Albuera. 

''  I  perfectly  recollect  the  4th  dragoons  being  ordered 
to  the  rear  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  May,  1811,  to  cut 
forage  for  our  horses,  and  I  think  it  was  you  who  came  to 
order  us  up  again,  but  whether  we  had  begun  cutting  it  or 
not  before  you  arrived,  I  cannot  remember." 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  captain  Arthur  Gregory  from  co- 
lonel Leighton,  who  commanded  the  4th  dragoons  at  the 
battle  of  Albuera. 
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''  In  regard  to  the  morning  of  the  16th^  we  had^  as 
usual,  been  under  arms  for  an  hour  before  day-break^  and 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection  between  seven  and  eight 
oclock  received  orders  to  proceed  for  forage.^ 

Thus  it  is  proved  that  if  Soult  had  only  delayed  his 
attack  for  half  an  hour,  not  a  single  British  cavabry  soldier 
would  have  been  in  the  field!  I  How  is  it^  then,  that  with 
the  consciousness  of  this  in  his  heart,  marshal  Beresford 
did  not  spurn  the  ill-timed  sarcasm  of  Dumouriez  ?  How 
is  it  that  he  did  not  reply.  This  is  not  Pharsalia,  but  Al- 
buera.  Here  were  not  Romans,  but  Englishmen.  The 
Roman  soldiers  could  not  save  Pompey,  but  the  English 
soldier,  he  who ''  comes  on  with  such  a  conquering  bra* 
?ery,''  saved  me !    I  am  not  Cnsar,  but  Beresford ! 
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When  Gallicia  was  delivered  by  the  campaign  of  chap. 
Talavera,  the  Asturias  became  the  head  of  a  new  - 


Ibe  of  operation  threatening  the  enemy's  principal 
communication  with  France.  This  advantage  was 
feebly  used  by  the  Spaniards.  Kellerman's  division 
at  Valladolid,  and  Bonet's  at  San  Andero,  sufficed 
to  hold  both  Asturians  and  Gallicians  in  check,  and 
the  sanguinary  operations  in  the  valley  of  the 
Tagus,  were  thus  collaterally  as  well  as  directly 
unprofitable  to  the  allies.  In  other  parts  the  war 
was  steadily  progressive  in  favour  of  the  French, 
yet  their  career  was  one  of  pains  and  difficulties. 

Hitherto  Biscay  had  been  tranquil,  and  Navarre 
so  submissive,  that  the  artillery  employed  against 
Zaragoza,  was  conveyed  by  the  country  people, 
without  an  escort  from  Pampeluna  to  Tudela.  But 
when  the  battle  of  Belchite  terminated  the  regular 
warfiaire  in  Aragon,  the  Guerilla  system  commenced 
in  those  parts,  and  as  the  Partida  chiefs  acquired  re- 

VOL.  III.  B 
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^ix  ^  putation  at  the  moment  Blake  lost  credit  by  defeat,  bis 

dispersed  soldiers  flocked  to  their  standards,  hoping 

thus  to  cover  past  disgrace  and  to  live  in  greater 
ease :  for  the  regulars  suffered  the  restraints  with- 
out enjoying  the  benefit  of  discipline,  while  the 
irregulars  purveyed  for  themselves. 

Zaragoza  is  surrounded  by  rugged  mountains  and 
every  ^ai^e  ^^caip^  the  mother  of  a  guerilla  brood. 

On  the  left  of  the  Ebro,  the  Catalonian  colonels, 
Baget,  Perena,  Pedroza,  and  the  chief  Theobaldo, 
brought  their  Migueletes  to  the  Sierra  de  Guara, 
overhanging  Huesca  and  Barbastro.  In  this  posi- 
tion, commanding  the  sources  of  the  Cinca  and 
operating  on  both  sides  of  that  river,  they  harassed 
the  communication  between  Zaragoza  and  the 
French  out-posts,  and  maintained  an  intercourse 
witlx  the  governor  of  Lerida,  who  diregted  the 
moveojients  ^nd  supplied  the  wants  of  all  the  \)wd» 
in  Aragw* 

On  the  Fight  of  th^  Ebro,  troops  raised  in  the 
district  of  Moling  were  united  to  the  coqps  of 
Gayan,  and  t\\9X  officer,  moving  by  the  mountains 
of  Mont«Aya,99  the  valliey  of  the  Xiloca,  and  the  town 
of  Daroca,  pushed  hi9  advanced  guards  even  to  the 
plain  of  Zaragoza  and  seizing  the  convent  of 
Nuestra  Senora  del  Aguilar,  ^itujated  on  a  rock  near 
Caifineia,  entrenched  it. 

On  Gayan's  left,  general  Villa  Campa,  a  man  of 
talent  and  energy^  Qstf^blished  himself  at  Cala- 
tayud  with  the  regular  regiments  of  Soria  and  La 
Princessa ;  there  he  made  fresh  levies  and  rapidly 
formed  a  large  force,  with  which  he  cut  the  direct 
line  between  Zaragoza  and  Madrid. 

Beyond  ViJUa  Campa's  positions  the  circle  of 
war   was  continued  by  other   bands,   which,   de- 
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scendiDg  from    the  Moncayo  mountains,  infested  .^^^/' 
the  districts  of  Taranzona  and   Borja,  and  inter-  ■  ^^^ 
cepted  the  communications  between  Tudela  and    ^*^«* 
Zaragoza.     The  younger  Mina,  called  the  student, 
vexed   the  country  between  Tudela  and   Pampe- 
luna.      The  inhabitants   of  the    high    Pyrenean 
valleys  of  Roncal,  Salazar,  Anso,  and  Echo,  also 
took   arms  under  Renovalles.      This  officer,  cap- 
tured at   Zaragoza,    was  by   the   French  said  to 
have  broken  his   parole;  but  he  pleaded   a  pre- 
vious breach  of  the  capitulation,  and  having  es- 
caped  to  Lerida  passed  from   thence  with  some 
r^ular  officers  into  the  valleys,    where  he  sur- 
prised   several    French    detachments.     His    prin- 
cipal post  was    the  convent  of  San   Juan   de  la 
Pena,    which   is    built  on   a  rock  remarkable  in 
Spanish   history  as  a  place  of  refuge  maintained 
with  success  against  the  Moorish  conquerors ;  the 
bodies  of  twenty-two  kings  of  Ars^on  rested  in  the 
church,  and  the  place  held  in  veneration  by  the 
Aragonese  was  supposed  to  be  invulnerable.     From 
this  post  Saraza,  acting  under  Renovalles,  conti- 
nually  menaced   Jaca,   and    communicating  with 
Baget,  Pedroza,  and  Father  Theobaldo,  completed 
as  it  were  the  investment  of  the  third  corps. 

All  these  bands,  amounting  to  at  least  twenty 
thousand  armed  men,  commenced  their  operations 
at  once,  eutting  off  isolated  men,  intercepting  con- 
voys and  couriers,  and  attacking  the  weakest  parts 
of  the  French  army.  Meanwhile  Blake,  after  ral- 
lying his  fugitives  at  Tortoza,  abandoned  Aragon, 
and  fixing  himself  at  Taragona,  endeavoured  to 
keep  the  war  alive  in  Catalonia. 

Suchet,  while  following  up  his  victory  at  6el- 
cbite,  had  sent  detachments  as  far  as  Morella  on 
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^ix^    the  borders  of  Valencia,  and  pushed  his  scouting 
-  parties  close  up  to  Tortoza.     But  finding  the  disper 
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Jane,  siou  of  Blakc's  troops  complete,  he  posted  Meus- 
nier  s  division  on  the  line  of  the  Guadalupe,  with 
orders  to  repair  the  castle  of  Alcanitz  as  a  head  of 
cantonments  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro ;  then 
crossing  that  river  at  Caspe,  with  the  rest  of  the 
army  he  made  demonstrations  against  Mequinenza, 
and  even  menaced  Lerida,  obliging  the  governor  to 
draw  in  his  detachments  and  close  the  gates.  After 
this  he  continued  his  march  by  Fraga,  recrossed 
the  Cinca,  and  leaving  Habert's  division  to  guard 
that  line,  returned  himself  in  the  latter  end  of  June, 
to  Zaragoza  by  the  road  of  Monzon. 

Having  thus  dispersed  the  regular  Spanish  forces 
and  given  full  effect  to  his  victory,  the  French 
general  sought  to  fix  himself  firmly  in  the  positions 
he  had  gained.  Sensible  that  arms  may  win 
battles  but  cannot  render  conquest  permanent,  he 
projected  a  system  of  civil  administration  which 
might  enable  him  to  support  his  troops,  and  yet 
offer  some  security  of  property  to  those  inhabitants 
who  remained  tranquil.  And  as  it  was  impossible 
for  the  people  to  trust  to  any  system  or  to  avoid 
danger  while  the  mountains  swarmed  with  the 
Partidas,  he  resolved  to  pursue  the  latter  and  put 
down  all  resistance  in  Aragon  before  he  attempted 
to  enlarge  the  circle  of  his  conquests  :  he  knew  that 
while  thus  laying  a  solid  base  for  further  operations, 
he  should  form  an  army  capable  of  executing  any 
enterprize. 

Commencing  on  the  side  of  Jaca,  he  dislodged 
the  Spaniards  from  their  positions  near  that  castle 
in  June,  and  supplied  it  with  ten  months'  provi- 
sions.    Almunia  and  Carinena,  on  the  right  of  the 
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Ebro,  were  next  occupied  by  his  detachments.  And  ^"j^**- 
haying  suddenly  drawn  together  four  battalions  and 
a  hundred  cuirassiers  at  the  latter  point,  he  in  the  J^*- 
night  of  the  19th,  destroyed  the  entrenchments  of 
Nuestra  Senora  del  Aguilar,  and  sent  a  detachment 
in  pursuit  of  Gayan.  At  the  same  time,  Pedrosa 
was  repulsed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ebro,  near 
Barbastro,  and  general  Habert  defeated  Perena. 
The  troops  sent  in  pursuit  of  Gayan  dispersed  his 
corps  at  Uzed,  Daroca  was  occupied,  the  vicinity  of 
Calatayud  and  the  mountains  of  Moncayo  were^"**"**- 
scoured,  and  the  district  of  Cinco  Villas  occupied. 
Meanwhile  Jaca  was  continually  menaced  by  the 
Spaniards  from  St.  Juan  de  la  Pena;  Saraza, 
descending  from  thence  by  the  valley  of  the  Gral- 
lego,  surprised  and  slew  a  detachment  of  seventy 
men  close  to  Zaragosa  on  the  23d  of  August.  On 
the  26th,  however,  five  French  battalions  stormed 
the  sacred  rock,  after  which  they  pursued  Reno- 
valles  up  the  valleys  of  Anso  and  Echo ;  but  that 
chief,  retiring  to  Roncal,  obtained  a  capitulation  for 
the  valleys  without  surrendering  himself. 

These  operations  having  in  a  certain  degree 
cleared  Aragon  of  the  bands  on  the  side  of  Na- 
varre and  Castile,  the  French  general  turned  against 
those  on  the  side  of  Catalonia.  Baget,  Perena,  and 
Pedrosa,  were  chased  from  the  Serra  de  Guarra ; 
they  rallied  between  the  Cinca  and  the  Noguerra, 
and  were  there  joined  by  Renovalles  who  assumed 
the  chief  command,  but  on  the  23d  of  September, 
the  whole  were  routed  by  general  Habert,  when 
the  men  dispersed  and  the  chiefs  took  refuge  in 
Lerida  and  Mequinenza.  Suchet  then  occupied 
Fraga,  Candasnos,  and  Monzon,  established  a  flying 
bridge  on  the  Cinca,  near  the  latter  town,  raised 
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^ix^   some  field-works  to  protect  it,  and  that  done,  re 
solved  to  invade  the  districts  of  Vanasques  and  Be 


Sept!  nevarres.  Their  subjugation  would  have  secured  his 
left  flank  and  open^  a  new  line  of  communication 
with  France,  bat  the  inhabitants,  having  notice  of 
his  project,  assembled  in  arms,  and  being  joined  by 
the  dispersed  soldiers  of  the  defeated  Partizans  me- 
naced a  French  regiment  posted  at  Graus.  The 
latter  marched  in  October  to  meet  them,  yet  was 
soon  forced  to  fight  its  way  back.  During  its  ab- 
sence the  peasantry  of  the  vicinity  came  down  to 
kill  the  sick  men,  but  the  townsmen  of  Graus  op- 
posed this  barbarity,  and  marshal  Suchet  affirms  that 
such  humane  conduct  was  not  rare  in  Aragonese 
towns. 

While  this  was  passing  in  the  valley  of  Venasque, 
the  governor  of  Lerida  caused  Gaspe,  Fraga,  and 
Gandasnos  to  be  attacked,  and  some  sharp  fighting 
took  place.  The  French  maintained  their  posts, 
and  the  whole  circle  of  their  cantonments  being  still 
infested  by  the  smaller  bands,  petty  actions  were 
fought  at  Belchite,  and  on  the  side  of  Molino,  at 
Arnedo,  and  at  Soria.  Mina  still  intercepted  the 
communications  with  Pampeluna ;  and  Villa  Gampa, 
quitting  Galatayud,  rallied  Gayan's  troops,  and  ga- 
thered others  on  the  rocky  mountain  of  Tremendal, 
where  a  large  convent  and  church  once  more  fur- 
nished a  citadel  for  an  entrenched  camp.  Against 
this  place  colonel  Henriod  marched  from  Daroca, 
with  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  men  and 
three  pieces  of  artillery.  He  drove  back  some  ad- 
vanced posts  from  Ojos  Negros  and  Origuela,  and 
came  in  front  of  the  main  position  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  November. 
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Tbe  Spatiish  position  Wdd  ft  tnoiintaiii,  fi^om  thfe 
cfeiitr6  of  which  a  toflgue  ttf  land  shot  out,  ovi^t-- 
hangiiig  Orig^ela.  On  the  uppei*  part  of  this 
toilgue  stood  the  fortified  convent  of  'ffemendfel. 
To  the  right  and  left  the  rocks  were  nearly  petp&h- 
dictilar,  afid  Hebriod,  seeing  that  Villa  Campa  was 
too  sti'ongly  posted  to  be  beaten  by  an  open  attack, 
skirmished  ks  if  he  would  turn  the  right  of  the  posl- 
tidfi  by  the  road  of  Albatacin.  The  Spaniard  was 
thus  i^ticed  t6  ma^  his  forces  on  that  side,  and  ih 
the  night  the  ^re  of  the  bivouacs  enabled  him  to  see 
thirt  the  tnaiti  body  of  the  French  troops  and  the 
baggage  Wetfe  Retiring,  though  Henri6d  with  six 
companies  and  tW6  gutts  was  driving  In  his  out- 
posts ;  henccj  as  the  fit'e  6f  the  latte*  soon  Ceased, 
Villa  Catnpa,  Convinced  that  a  retreat  Was  in  pro- 
gress, Was  completely  thrown  oiF  his  guird  ;  Hen- 
rkd's  six  companies  then  secretly  scaled  the  tbtks 
of  the  positioii,  rushed  amofigst  the  sleeping  Spa- 
niards, killed  and  wounded  five  hundred,  and  put 
the  whole  ai^tny  to  flight. 

Meanwhile,  oh  the  other  side  of  the  Ebro,  a  se- 
coftd  attempt  Wris  made  against  the  valley  of  Ve- 
nasque,  trhich  being  successful  that  district  Was 
disarmed.  Petty  combats  still  continued  to  be 
fought  in  other  parts  of  Aragon,  yet  the  obstinacy 
of  the  Spaniards  gradually  gave  way,  and  in  De- 
cember, Suchet,  assisted  by  General  Milhaud  with 
a  moveable  column  from  Madrid,  took  (he  towns  of 
Albaracin  and  Teruel.  Then  the  insurgent  junta 
fled  to  Valencia,  and  the  subjection  of  Aragon  was 
in  a  mtoner  eflfected ;  for  the  interior  was  disarmed 
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and  quieted ;  and  the  Partidas  who  still  hung  upon 
the  frontiers  were  obliged  to  recruit  and  be  sup- 
D««-  plied  from  other  provinces.  They  acted  chiefly  on 
the  defensive,  for  the  Aragonese  were  so  vexed  by 
the  smaller  bands,  now  dwindling  into  mere  ban- 
ditti, that  a  smuggler  of  Barbastro  asked  leave  to 
raise  a  Spanish  corps,  with  which  he  chased  and 
suppressed  many  of  them. 

The  reinforcements  now  pouring  into  Spain  soon 
enabled  Suchet  to  prepare  for  extended  operations. 
The  original  Spanish  army  of  Aragon  was  reduced 
to  about  eight  thousand  men,  of  which  a  part  were 
wandering  with  Villa  Campa,  a  part  were  in  Tor- 
toza,  and  the  rest  about  Lerida  and  Mequinenza. 
Those  fortresses  were  the  only  obstacles  to  a  junc- 
tion of  the  third  with  the  seventh  corps,  and  in  them 
the  Spanish  troops  who  still  kept  the  field  took  re- 
fuge when  closely  pressed  by  the  invaders. 

The  policy  of  the  Supreme  Junta  was  always  to 
form  fresh  corps  upon  the  remnants  of  their  beaten 
armies.  Hence  Villa  Campa,  keeping  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Albaracin,  recruited  his  ranks,  and  still 
infested  the  western  frontier  of  Aragon:  Garcia 
Novarro,  making  Tortoza  his  base  of  operations, 
lined  the  banks  of  the  Algas,  menacing  Alcanitz ; 
Perena,  trusting  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Lerida 
for  support,  posted  himself  between  the  Noguera 
and  the  Segre ;  but  the  activity  of  the  French  gave 
them  little  time  to  effect  any  considerable  organi- 
zation. 

Suchet's  positions  formed  a  circle  round  Zara- 
goza.  Tudela,  Jaca,  and  the  castle  of  Aljaferia 
were  garrisoned,  and  his  principal  forces  were  on 
the  Guadalupe  and  the  Cinca,  occupying  Alcanitz, 
Caspe,  Fraga,  Monzon,  Barbastro,  Benevarres,  and 
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Venasque.  Of  these,  the  first,  third,  and  fourth 
were  places  of  strength,  and  whether  his  situation 
be  regarded  in  a  political  or  a  military  light  it  was  »«. 
become  most  important.  One  year  had  sufficed, 
not  only  to  reduce  the  towns  and  break  the  armies, 
but  in  part  to  conciliate  the  feelings  of  the  Ara- 
gonese — at  that  time  the  most  energetic  portion  of 
the  nation — and  to  place  the  third  corps,  with 
reference  to  the  general  operations  of  the  war,  in  a 
most  formidable  position. 

1\  The  fortified  castle  of  Alcanitz  formed  a 
head  of  cantonments  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro, 
and  being  situated  at  the  entrance  of  the  passes 
leading  into  Valencia,  furnished  a  base  from 
which  Suchet  could  invade  that  rich  province; 
and  by  which  also,  he  could  place  the  Catalonian 
army  between  two  fires  whenever  the  seventh  corps 
should  again  advance  beyond  the  Llobregat. 

2^.  Caspe  secured  the  communication  between 
the  wings  of  the  third  corps,  while  Fraga  having 
a  wooden  bridge  over  the  Cinca,  offered  the  means 
of  passing  that  uncertain  river  at  all  seasons. 

3®.  Monzon,  a  regular  fortification,  in  some 
measure  balanced  Lerida;  and  its  flying  bridge 
over  the  Cinca  enabled  the  French  to  forage  all 
the  country  between  Lerida  and  Venasques ;  more- 
over a  co-operation  of  the  garrison  of  Monzon  with 
the  troops  at  Barbastro,  and  at  Benevarres  could 
always  curb  Perena. 

4^  The  possession  of  Venasques  permitted  Su- 
chet to  communicate  with  the  moveable  columns 
appointed  to  guard  the  French  frontier ;  and 
the  castle  of  Jaca  rendered  the  third  corps  in  a 
manner  independent  of  Pampeluna  and  St.  Sebastian. 
In  fine,  the  position  on  the  Cinca  and  the  Guada- 
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^^^^   lupe,     menacing    alike    Catalonia    and    Valencia, 

■■■      —connected    the  operations    of  the    third  with  the 

Dec!     seventh    corps;    and  henceforward    we  shall    find 

these    two  armies  gradually  approximating  until 

they  formed  but  one  force,  acting  upon  a  distinct 

system  of  invasion  against  the  south. 

Suchet's  projects  were,  however,  retarded  by  insur* 
rections  in  Navarre,  which  at  this  period  assumed 
a  serious  aspect.     The  student  Mina,  far  from  being 
quelled  by  the  troops  sent  at  different  periods  in 
chase  of  him,  daily  increased  his  forces,   and  by 
hardy  and  sudden  enteprizes  kept  the  Navarrese  in 
commotion.    The  duke  of  Mahon,  one  of  Joseph's 
Spanish  adherents,  appointed  viceroy  of  Navarre, 
was  quite  at  variance  with  the    military  authori-^ 
ties,  and  all  the  disorders  attendant  on  a  divided 
administration    and    a    rapacious    system    ensued. 
General    D'Agoult,    the  governor  of  Pampeluna^ 
was  accused  of  being  in  Mina's    pay,    and    his 
suicide  during  an  investigation  seems  to  confirm 
the   suspicion,    and  it  is   certain  that   the   whole 
administration  of  Navarre  was  oppressive  venal  and 
weak.     To  avert  the  serious  danger  of  an  insur- 
rection so  close  to   France,  the  emperor  directed 
Suchet  to  repair  there  with  a  part  of  the  third 
corps ;   he  soon  restored  order  in  Pampeluna  and 
eventually   captured    Mina   himself;    yet  he  was 
unable   to  suppress    the  system  of  the    Partidas. 
"  Espoz  y  Mina"  took  his  nephew's   place  ;    and 
from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  war  the  commu- 
niciKtions  of  the  French  were  troubled,  and  conside-* 
fable  losses    inflicted    upon   their  armies   by   this 
celebrated  man — undoubtedly  the  most  conspicuous 
person  among  the  Partida  chiefs. 

Here  it  may  be  observed  how  weak  and  ineificient 
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this  guerilla  system  was  to  deliver  the  country,  and  cbap. 
even  as  an  auxiliary  its  advantages  were  nearly  • 
balanced  by  its  evils.  It  was  in  the  provinces  lying 
between  France  and  the  Ebro  that  it  commenced. 
It  was  in  those  provinces  that  it  could  effect  the 
greatest  injury  to  the  French  cause;  and  it  was 
precisely  in  those  provinces  that  it  was  conducted 
with  the  greatest  energy,  although  less  assisted  by 
the  English  than  any  other  part  of  Spain :  a  fact 
leading  to  the  conclusion,  that  ready  and  copious 
succours  may  be  hurtful  to  a  people  situated  as  the 
Spaniards  were.  When  so  assisted,  men  are  apt  to 
rely  more  upon  their  allies  than  upon  their  own 
exertions.  But  however  this  may  be,  it  is  a  truth 
that  the  Partidas  of  Biscay,  Navarre,  Aragon,  and 
Catalonia,  although  they  amounted  at  one  time  to 
above  thirty  thousand  men,  accustomed  to  arms  and 
often  commanded  by  men  of  undoubted  enterprise 
and  courage,  never  occupied  half  their  own  number 
of  French  at  one  time ;  never  absolutely  defeated  a 
single  division ;  never  prevented  any  considerable 
enterprize ;  never,  with  the  exception  of  the  surprise 
of  Figueras  to  be  hereafter  spoken  of,  performed 
any  exploit  seriously  affecting  the  operations  of  a 
single  "  corps  d'armee." 

If  a  whole  nation  will  persevere  in  such  a  system 
it  mast  in  time  destroy  the  most  numerous  armies. 
But  DO  people  will  thus  persevere.  The  aged,  the 
sick,  the  timid,  the  helpless,  are  hinderers  of  the 
bold  and  robust,  and  there  will  be  a  difficulty  to 
procure  arms  and  stores ;  for  it  is  not  on  every  occa- 
sion that  so  rich  and  powerful  a  people  as  the 
English  will  be  found  in  alliance  with  insurrection ; 
and  when  the  invaders  follow  up  their  victories  by 
a  prudent  conduct,  as  was  the  case  with  Suchet 
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*J^K    and  some  others  of  the  French  generals,  the  result 
is  certain.     The  desire  of  ease  natural  to  mankind 


soon  prevails  against  the  suggestions  of  honour ; 
and  although  the  opportunity  of  covering  personal 
ambition  with  the  garb  of  patriotism  may  cause 
many  attempts  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  the  bulk  of 
the  invaded  people  will  gradually  become  submis- 
sive and  tranquil.  It  is  a  fact  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  violent  measures  resorted  to  by  the  Partida 
chiefs  to  fill  their  ranks,  deserters  from  the  French 
and  even  from  the  British  formed  one-third  of  their 
bands. 

To  raise  a  whole  people  against  an  invader  may 
be  easy,   but  to  direct   the  energy  thus  aroused, 
is  a  gigantic  task,  and  if  misdirected  the  result 
will  be  more  injurious  than  advantageous.     That 
it   was    misdirected   in   Spain  was  the  opinion  of 
many  able  men  of  all  sides,  and  to  represent  it  other- 
wise is  to  make  history  give  false  lessons  to  pos- 
terity.    When  Portugal  was  thrown  completely  into 
the  hands   of  lord   Wellington,    that  great   man, 
instead  of  following  the  example  of  the  Supreme 
Junta  and  encouraging  independent  bands,  enforced 
a  military  organization  upon  totally  different  princi- 
ples.     The   people   were  indeed  obliged   by  him 
to  resist  the  enemy,  under  a  regular  system,  which 
however  restrained  all  classes  within  just  bounds, 
and  the  whole  physical   and  moral  power  of  the 
nation    was    rendered   subservient   to  the  plan  of 
the  general-in-chief.     To  act  differently  is  to  con- 
fess  weakness.     It  is  to  say  that  the  government 
being  unequal  to  the  direction  of  affairs  permits 
anarchy. 

The  Partida  system  in  Spain  was  the  offspring 
of  disorder,  and  disorder  in  war  is  weakness  ac- 
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companied  by  ills  the  least  of  which  is  sufficient  to  ^^^^• 
produce  rain.  It  is  in  such  a  warfare  that  habits  — — — 
of  unbridled  license,  of  unprincipled  violence  and 
disrespect  for  the  rights  of  property,  are  quickly 
contracted,  and  render  men  unfit  for  the  duties  of 
citizens  ;  and  yet  it  has  with  singular  inconsistency 
been  cited  a^  the  best  and  surest  mode  of  resisting 
an  enemy,  by  politicians  who  hold  regular  armies 
in  abhorrence,  although  a  high  sense  of  honour, 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  country,  temperance, 
regularity,  and  decent  manners  are  of  the  very 
essence  of  the  latter's  discipline. 

Regular  armies  have  seldom  failed  to  produce 
great  men,  and  one  great  man  is  sufficient  to  save 
a  nation :  but  when  every  person  is  permitted  to 
make  war  in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to  himself, 
for  one  that  comes  forward  with  patriotic  inten- 
tions, there  will  be  two  to  act  from  personal  in- 
terest; in  short,  there  will  be  more  robbers  than 
generals.  One  of  the  first  exploits  of  Espoz  y  Mina  fromYhe 
was  to  slay  the  commander  of  a  neighbouring  band,  Mina! 
because,  under  the  mask  of  patriotism,  he  was  plun- 
dering his  own  countrymen :  nay,  this  the  most 
fortunate  of  all  the  chiefs  would  never  suffer  any 
other  Partida  than  his  own  to  be  ♦in  his  district; 
he  also,  as  I  havQ  before  related,  made  a  species  of 
commercial  treaty  with  the  French,  and  strove 
earnestly  and  successfully  to  raise  his  band  to  the 
dignity  of  a  regular  force.  Nor  was  this  manner 
of  considering  the  guerilla  system  confined  to  the 
one  side.  The  following  observations  of  St.  Cyr,  a 
man  of  acknowledged  talents,  show,  that  after  con- 
siderable experience  of  this  mode  of  warfare,  he  also 
felt  that  the  evil  was  greater  than  the  benefit. 
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BOOK        it  Par  from  casting  general  blame  on  the  eflforts 

*  made  by  the  Catalans  I  admired  them ;  but  as 

*  they  often  exceeded  the  bounds  of  reason,  their 
'  heroism  was  detrhnental  to  their  cause.     Many 

*  times  it  caused  the  destruction  of  whole  popula- 
^  tions  without  necessity  and  without  advantage. 

"  When  a  country  is  invaded  by  an  army  stronger 
^  than  that  which  defends  it,  it  is  beyond  question 
^  that  the  population  should  come  to  the  assistance 

*  of  the  troops  and  lend  them  every  support ;  but, 
^  without  an  absolute  necessity,  the  former  should 

*  not  be  brought  on  to  the  field  of  battle." — "  It  is 
'  inhuman  to  place  their  inexperience  in  opposition 

*  to  hardened  veterans. 
^*  Instead  of  exasperating  the  people  of  Catalonia, 
the  leaders  should   have  endeavoured   ta  calm 
them,  and  have  directed  their  ardour  so  as  to 

^  second  the  army  on  great  occasions.     But  they 
excited  them  without  cessation,    led  them  day 

*  after  day  into  fire,  fatigued  them,  harassed  them, 
^  forced  them  to  abandon  their  habitations,  to  em- 

*  bark  if  they  were  on  the  coast,  if  inland  to  take 

*  to  the  mountains  and  perish  of  misery  within 
^  sight  of  their  own  homes  thus  abandoned  to  the 

*  mercy  of  a  hungry  and  exasperated  soldiery.    The 

*  people's  ardour  was  exhausted  daily  in  partial 

*  operations,  and  hence,  on  great  occasions  when 

*  they  could  have  been  eminently  useful  they  were 
*^  not  to  be  had.    Their  good  will  had  been  so  often 

abused  by  the  folly  of  their  leaders,  that  many 

*  times  their  assistance  was  called'  for  in  vain.     The 
'  peasantry,  of  whom  so  much  had  been  demanded, 

*  began  to  demand  in  their  turn.     They  insisted 
'  that  the  soldiers  should  fight  always  to  the  last 
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'^  gwp,  w«pe  angry  when  the  latter  retreated^  and  ^^' 
^* robbed  and  ill-used  tbem.when  broken  by  de-- 
''  feat.  Tbey  had  been  so  excited,  so  exasperated 
'^  against  the  French,  that  they  became  habitually 
"  ferocioua,  and  their  ferocity  was  often  as  danger* 
"  OQs  to  their  own  party  as  to  the  enemy.  The 
"  atrocities  committed  against  their  own  chiefs  dis- 
"  gusted  the  most  patriotic,  abated  their  zeal  and 
^*  caused  the  middle  classes  to  desire  peace  as  the 
"  only  remedy  of  a  system  so  replete  with  disorder. 
"  Numbers  of  distinguished  men,  even  those  who 
"had  vehemently  opposed  Joseph  at  first,  began 
"  to  abandon  Ferdinand  ;  and  it  is  certain  that, 
''but  for  the  expedition  to  Russia,  that  branch  of 
"  the  Bourbons  which  reigns  in  Spain  would  never 
"  have  remounted  the  throne. 

"  The  cruelties  exercised  upon  the  French  mili* 
**  tary  were  as  little  conformable  to  the  interest  of 
"  the  Spaniards.  Those  men  were  but  the  slaves 
"  of  their  duty  and  of  the  state ;  certain  of  death 
''a  Uttle  sooner  or  a  little  later,  they  like  the 
"  Spaniards  were  victims  of  the  same  ambition. 
"  The  soldier  naturally  becomes  cruel  in  protracted 
"  warfare  ;  but  the  treatment  experienced  from  the 
'*  Catalans  brought  out  this  disposition  prematurely; 
"and  that  unhappy  people  were  themselves  the 
"  victims  of  a  cruelty,  which,  either  of  their  own 
"  will  or  excited  by  others,  they  had  exercised  upon 
^*  those  troops  that  fell  into  their  power ;  and  this 
"  without  any  advantage  to  their  cause,  while  a 
'*  contrary  system  would  in  a  little  time  have 
^  broken  up  the  seventh  corps, — seeing  that  the 
'*  latter  was  composed  of  foreigners  naturally  in- 
"  clioed  to  desert.     But  the  murder  of  all  wounded 
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BOOK .  «  and  sick  and  helpless  men,  created  such  horror, 
'  ^'  that  the  desertion  which  at  first  menaced  total 
"  destruction  ceased  entirely." 

Such  were  St.  Cyr's  opinions,  and  yet  the  strug- 
gle in  Catalonia,  of  which  it  is  now  the  time  to 
resume  the  relation,  was  not  the  least  successful  in 
Spain. 
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CHAPTER  IL 


OPERATIONS    IN    CATALONIA. 


The     narrative     of      Catdonian     affairs     was   chap. 

broken  oflf  at  the  moment,  when  St.  Cyr  having 

established  his  quarters  at  Vich  received  intelli- smVoi.'ii. 
gence  of  the  Austrian  war,  and  of  Barcelona^' 
having  been  relieved  by  the  squadron  of  admiral 
Comaso.  His  whole  attention  was  then  directed 
towards  Gerona;  and  with  a  view  to  hastening 
general  Reille's  preparation  for  the  siege  of  that 
place,  a  second  detachment  under  Lecchi  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Ampurdan.  During  this  time  Cou- 
pigny  continued  at  Taragona,  and  Blake  made  his 
&tal  march  into  Aragon ;  but  those  troops  which, 
under  Milans  and  Wimphen,  had  composed  Re- 
ding's  left  wing,  were  continually  skirmishing  with 
the  French  posts  in  the  valley  of  Vich,  and  the 
Partizans,  especially  Glares  and  the  doctor  Rovira, 
molested  the  communications  in  a  more  systematic 
manner  than  before. 

Lecchi  returned  about  the  18th  of  May,  with 
intelligence  that  Napoleon  had  quitted  Paris  for 
Germany,  that  general  Verdier  had  replaced  Reille 
in  the  Ampurdan,  and  marshal  Augereau  had  « 
reached  Perpignan  on  his  way  to  supersede  St.  Cyr 
himself  in  the  command  of  the  seventh  corps.  The 
latter  part  of  this  information  gave  St.  Cyr  infinite 
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^ix^   discontent.  In  his  Journal  of  Operations,  he  declares 
^Qog —  his  successor  earnestly  sought  for  the  appointment, 

^*y*  and  his  observations  on  the  occasion  are  sarcastic 
and  contemptuous  of  his  rival ;  but  it  appears  by 
official  documents  that  Napoleon  superseded  St.  Cyr 
for  want  of  vigour  and  zeal. 

Augereau  having  served  in  Catalonia  during  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  imagined  he  had  then  ac- 
quired an  influence  which  might  be  revived  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  framed  a  proclamation  vieing 
with  the  most  inflated  of  Spanish  manifestoes ;  but 
the  latter,  however  turgid,  were  in  unison  with  the 
feelings  of  the  people.  This  proclamation  he  sent 
into  Catalonia  escorted  by  a  battalion,  but  on  the 
very  frontier,  the  Miguelette  colonel,  Porta,  defeated 
the  escort  and  tore  down  the  few  copies  that  had 
been  posted.  Augereau,  afflicted  with  the  gout, 
remained  at  Perpignan,  and  St.  Cyr  continued  to 
command,  but  reluctantly,  because,  as  he  affirms, 
the  officers  and  soldiers  were  neglected,  and  him- 
self exposed  to  various  indignities,  the  effects  of 
Napoleon's  ill-will. 

The  most  serious  of  these  affronts  was  the  per- 
mitting Verdier  to  correspond  directly  with  the 
minister  of  war  in  France,  and  the  publishing  of 
his  reports  in  preference  to  St.  Cyr's.  For  these 
reasons,  the  latter  says  he  contented  himself  with 
a  simple  discharge  of  his  duty,  which,  rightly 
interpreted,  means  a  neglect  of  that  most  impor- 
tant of  all  duties,  zeal  for  the  public  welfare.  But, 
after  the  conspiracy  in  the  second  corps.  Napoleon 

^  cannot  be  justly  blamed  for  coldness  towards  an 

officer,  who,  however  free  himself  from  encouraging 
the  malcontents  in  the  French  army,  was  certainly 
designed  for  their  leader ;   it  is  rather  to  be  ad- 
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miped  *hat  the  emperor  discovered  so  littie  jealousy.   ^^^^• 


But  when  a  man  has  once  raised  himself  to  the  highest '  ^^^ 
power,  he  must  inevitably  give  offence  to  his  former  May. 
comrades,  for  as  all  honours  and  rewards  flowing 
from  him  are  taken  as  personal  favours,  so  all 
checks  and  slights,  or  even  the  cessation  of  benefits, 
are  regarded  as  personal  injuries.  Where  the  sanc- 
tion of  time  is  wanting  to  identify  the  sovereign 
with  the  country,  the  discontented  easily  convince 
themselves  that  revenge  is  patriotism. 

While  St  Cyr  was  preparing  for  the  siege  of 
Gerona,  Joseph,  as  we  have  seen,  directed  him  to  SeeVoi.ii. 
march  into  Aragon,  to  repej  Blake's  movement*** 
against  Suchet*  This  osder  he  reftised  to  obey, 
and  with  reaflon ;  for  it  would  have  been  a  great 
error  to  permit  Blake's  false  movement  to  occupy 
two  'Vcorps  d'armee,"  and  so  retard  the  siege  of 
Gerona,  to  the  infinite  detriment  of  the  French 
affairs  in  Catalonia.  Barcelona  was  never  safe 
while  Hostalridh  and  Gerona  were  in  the  Spaniards' 
possession,  and  St.  Cyr  was  well  aware  of  this,  but 
the  evils  of  a  divided  command  are  soon  felt.  He 
who  had  been  successful  in  all  his  operations,  and 
DOW  wished  to  forestal  Augereau,  was  extremely 
urgent  for  many  reasons  -to  commence  the  siege 
without  delay;  butVerdier  having  failed  at  2ara- 
goza,  was  cautious  of  attacking  a  town  which  had 
twice  baffled  Duhesme.  When  pressed  to  begin,  he 
complained  ihat  he  could  .not  after  placing  garri- 
flons  in  Rosas  and  JPigueras  bring  ten  thousand  men 
before  Gerona,  which,  seeing  the  great  extent  of 
the  wofks,  were  insufficient. 

St.  Gyr,  disregarding  the  works,  observed  that 
the  garrison  did  not  exceed  three  thousand  men, 
that  it   could  not  ^well    be  increased,    and  expe- 
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^^x^   dition  was   of    more  consequence  than  numbers. 
•Nevertheless,   considering  that  a  depot  of  provi- 


1809. 

June.'  sions,  established  for  the  service  of  the  siege  at 
Figueras  and  which  it  was  unlikely  Napoleon  would 
replenish,  must  by  delay  be  exhausted,  as  well  as 
the  supplies  which  he  had  himself  collected  at 
Yich,  he  sent  all  his  own  cannoniers,  sappers,  and 
artillery  horses,  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  and  six 
battalions  of  infantry  to  the  Ampurdan ;  and  having 
thus  increased  the  number  of  troops  there  to 
eighteen  thousand  men,  again  urged  Verdier  to  be 
expedite. 

These  reinforcements  marched  the  23d  of  May, 
and  the  covering  army,  diminished  to  about  twelve 
thousand  men  under  arms,  continued  to  hold  the 
valley  of  Vich  until  the  middle  of  June.  During 
this  time,  the  Miguelettes  often  skirmished  with  the 
advanced  posts^  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
remained  in  the  mountains,  unsheltered  and  starving, 
yet  resolute  not  to  dwell  with  the  invaders.  This 
may  be  attributed  partly  to  fear,  but  more  to  that 
susceptibility  of  grand  sentiments  which  distin- 
guishes the  Spanish  peasants.  Although  little  re- 
markable for  hardihood  in  the  field,  their  Moorish 
blood  is  attested  by  their  fortitude ;  men  and  women 
alike,  they  endure  calamity  with  a  singular  and  un- 
ostentatious courage.  In  this  they  are  truly  admi- 
rable. But  their  virtues  are  passive,  their  faults 
active,  and  continually  instigated  by  a  peculiar 
arrogance,  they  are  perpetually  projecting  enter- 
prises which  they  have  not  sufficient  vigour  to  ex- 
ecute, although  at  all  times  they  are  confident  and 
boasting  more  than  becomes  either  wise  or  brave 
men. 

Early  in  June,  St.  Cyr,  having  consumed  nearly 
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all  his  com,  resolved  to  approach  Qerona  and  ^^i^^' 
secure  the  harvest  which  was  almost  ripe  in  that  — 
district.  In  this  view,  he  sent  his  sick  and  wounded  J<»<^ 
men  under  a  strong  escort  to  Barcelona,  disposing 
his  reserves  in  such  a  manner  that  the  operation 
was  effected  without  loss.  The  troops,  loaded  with 
as  much  grain  as  the  men  could  carry,  then  com- 
menced crossing  the  mountains  which  separate 
Vich  from  the  districts  of  Gerona  and  Hostalrich. 
In  two  days  they  passed  by  Folgarolas,  San  Satur- 
nio,  Santa  Hillario,  and  Santa  Coloma  de  Fames. 
The  head-quarters  were  fixed  at  Caldas  de  Mala- 
vella  on  the  20th,  the  Fort  of  St.  Felieu  de  Quixols 
on  the  coast  was  stormed  the  21st,  the  Spanish  pri- 
vateers there  sought  another  harbour,  and  the 
French  occupied  a  half  circle,  extending  from  St. 
Felieu  to  the  Ofia  river.  Intermediate  posts  were 
established  at  St.  Grace,  Vidreras,  Mallorquinas, 
Rieu  de  Arenas,  Santa  Coloma  de  Fames,  Castana, 
and  Brunola,  thus  cutting  off  the  communications 
between  Gerona  and  the  districts  occupied  by  Cou- 
pigny,  Wimphen,  the  Milans,  and  Glares. 

During  the  march,  the  French  defeated  three 
Spanish  battalions  and  captured  a  convoy  coming 
from  Martorel  and  destined  for  Gerona.  St.  Cyr 
calls  them  the  forerunners  of  Blake's  army,  a  curious 
error,  for  Blake  was  on  that  very  day  being  de- 
feated at  Belchite,  two  hundred  miles  from  Santa 
Coloma.  Strictly  speaking,  there  was  at  this  period 
no  Catalonian  army,  the  few  troops  in  the  field 
acted  independently.  Coupigny,  the  nominal  com- 
mander-in-chief, remained  at  Taragona,  where  he 
and  the  other  authorities,  more  occupied  with  per- 
sonal quarrels  and  political  intrigues  than  with 
military  affairs,  were  thwarting  each  other.     Thus 
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^a^  the  Spanish  and  French  operations  were  alike 
— j^^^ —  weakened  by  internal  divisions. 

iinM.  Verdier  was  slow  and  more  attentive  to  the  faci- 
lities afforded  for  resistance  than  to  the  number  of 
regular  soldiers  within  the  works;  he,  or  rather 
Heille,  had  appeared  before  Gerona  on  the  6th  of 
May ;  it  was  not  till  the  4th  of  Jone  that  reinforced 
with  Lecchi's  division  he  completed  the  investment 
of  the  place  on  both  sides  of  the  Ter.  On  the  8th 
ground  was  broken,  and  thus,  while  Blake  was 
advancing  against  S^aragoza,  in  other  words  seeking 
to  wrest  Aragon  fipom  the  French,  Catalonia  was 
slipping  from  his  own  hands. 


THIRD   SIfiOE  OF   OEROlfA. 

When  this  memorable  siege  commenced,  the 
relative  situations  of  the  contending  parties  were 
as  follows: — Eighteen  thousand  French  held  the 
Ampurdan  and  invested  the  place.  Of  this  number 
four  thousand  were  in  Figueras,  Rosas,  and  the 
smaller  posts  of  communication ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able that  Verdier  found  the  first-named  place,  not- 
Withstanding  its  great  importance,  destitute  of  a 
garrmn  when  he  first  arrived  from  France.  A 
fkct  consistent  with  lord  Collingwood's  description 
of  the  Catalan  war&re,  but  irreconcilable  with  the 
enterprise  and  vigour  attributed  to  them  by  others/ 
St.  Cyr,  the  distribution  of  whose  forces  has 
been  already  noticed,  covered  the  siege  with  twelve 
thousand  men,  and  Duhesme,  having  about  ten 
Imperial  thousand  includiug  sick,  continued  to  hold  Barce- 
rSIT'  ^^^^-  Forty  thousand  French  were  ther^ore  dis- 
posed between  that  city  and  Figueras^  while  on 
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the  Spanish  side  there  was  no  preparation.  Blake  ^^f/** 
was  still  in  Aragon ;  Coupigny  with  six  thousand 
of  the  worst  troops  was  at  Taragona ;  the  Milans  J«ui«* 
watched  Duhesme ;  Wimphen  with  a  few  thousand 
held  the  country  about  the  Upper  Llobregat ;  Juan 
Claros  and  Royira  kept  the  mountains  on  the  side 
of  Olat  and  Ripol ;  and  in  the  higher  Catalonia 
small  bands  of  Miguelettes  were  dispersed  under 
different  chiefs.  The  Somatenes,  however,  conti- 
nuing their  own  system  of  warfare,  not  only  dis- 
regarding the  generals,  as  in  the  time  of  Reding, 
but  falling  upon  and  robbing  the  regular  troops 
whenever  a  favourable  opportunity  occurred.  The 
Spanish  privateers  dislodged  from  St.  Fitieu,  re- 
sorted to  Palamos-bay,  and  the  English  fleet  under 
lord  CoUingwood,  endeavoued  to  prevent  any  French 
squadron,  qr  even  single  vessels,  from  carrjdng  pro- 
visions by  the  coast. 

From  Qerona  Alvarez  Mariano  did  not  fail  to  call 
loudly  0|i  ;t^  generals,  and  even  on  the  Supreme 
Central  Jtfnta  for  succours^  but  his  cry  was  dis- 
regarded, and  when  the  siege  commenced  his 
garrison  did  not  exceed  three  thousand  regular 
troops,  his  magazines  and  hospitals  were  but  scan- 
tily provided,  and  he  had  no  money.  Yet  his 
lofty  spirit  was  in  no  manner  daunted  nor  his  forti- 
tade  abated. 

The  works  of  Geronawere  little  changed  since  see  voi.i. 
Ihe  first  siege;  but  there,  as  in  Zaragoza,  by  a^* 
mixture  of  superstition,  patriotism,  and  military 
relations,  the  ^orai  as  wall  as  physical  force 
of  the  city  had  been  called  forth.  There  likewise 
a  sickness,  common  at  a  particular  season  of  the 
year,  was  looked  for  to  thin  the  ranks  of  the 
besiegers,    and  there  also  women  were  enrolled, 
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^^j^f  under  the  title  of  the  Company  of  Sta.  Barbara, 
■  igQg^  to  carry  off  the  wounded  and  to  wait  upon  the 
'"**••  hospitals :  at  every  breath  of  air,  says  St.  Cyr,  their 
ribbons  were  seen  to  float  amidst  the  bayonets  of 
the  soldiers!  To  evince  his  own  resolution,  the 
governor  forbad  the  mention  of  a  capitulation  under 
pain  of  death.  But  severe  punishments  were  only 
denounced,  not  inflicted.  Alvarez,  master  of  his 
actions,  and  capable  of  commanding  without  phrenzy, 
had  recourse  to  no  barbarous  methods  of  enforcing 
authority ;  obstinate  his  defence  was,  and  full  of 
suffering  to  the  besieged,  yet  free  from  the  stain  of 
cruelty  and  rich  in  honour. 

On  the  4th  of  June  the  siege  was  begun.  On 
the  12th,  one  mortar-battery  erected  at  Gasen  Rocca 
on  the  left  of  the  Ter,  and  two  breaching-batteries 
established  against  Fort  Monjouic,  were  ready  to 
play  and  the  town  was  summoned  in  form.  In 
answer  came  an  intimation  that  henceforth  all  flags 
of  truce  would  be  fired  upon,  which  was  the  only 
proceeding  indicative  of  the  barbarian  in  the  con- 
duct of  Alvarez. 

The  13th  the  small  suburb  of  Pedreto  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  FVench,  and  on  the  14th,  the 
batteries  opened  against  Monjouic,  while  the  town 
was  bombarded  from  the  Casen  Rocca. 

The  17th  the  besieged  drove  the  enemy  from 
Pedreto,  but  were  finally  repulsed  with  the  loss  of 
above  a  hundred  men. 

The  19th  the  stone  towers  of  St.  Narcis  and  St. 
Louis,  forming  the  outworks  of  Monjouic  were 
assaulted,  the  besieged,  panic-stricken,  abandoned 
them  and  the  tower  of  St.  Daniel,  and  the  French 
erected  breaching-batteries  four  hundred  yards 
from   the  northern  bastion  of  Monjouic.      Tern- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  2fi 

pestuous  weather  retarded  their  works,  but  a  prac-  ^^f,^* 
ticable  opening  was  effected  the  4th  of  July,  and  — ^rjj — 
the  assault  ordered,  although  the  flank  fire  of  the    ^o^y* 
works  was  not  silenced,   the  glacis  not  crowned, 
the  covered  way  or  counterscarp  uninjured,  and 
a  half  moon  in  a  perfect  state  coyered  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  breach.    The  latter  was  proved  by 
the  engineers  on  the  night  of  the  4th,    and  the 
resolution  to  assault  was  then  adopted,  yet  the 
storming-force  drawn  from  the  several  quarters  of 
investment  was  only  assembled  in  the  trenches  on 
the  night  of  the  7th ;  and  during  these  four  days, 
as  the  batteries  ceased  to  play,  the  Spaniards  re- 
trenched and  barricadoed  the  opening. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the 
French  column  leaped  out  of  the  trenches,  cleared 
the  open  space,  descended  the  ditch,  and  mounted 
to  the  assault ;  but  the  Spaniards  had  so  strength- 
ened the  defences  that  no  impression  could  be  made^ 
and  the  assailants  taken  in  flank  and  rear  by  the 
fire  from  the  half-moon,  the  covered  way,  and  the 
eastern  bastion,  were  driven  back.  Twice  they 
renewed  the  attempt  but  failed  with  a  loss  of  a 
thousand  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  success 
of  the  besieged  was  however  mitigated  by  an  acci- 
dental explosion,  which  destroyed  the  garrison  of 
the  small  fort  of  St.  Juan,  between  Monjouic  and 
the  city. 

About  the  period  of  this  assault  which  was  given 
without  St.  Cyr's  knowledge,  the  latter  finding  that 
Clares  and  Rovira  interrupted  the  convoys  coming 
from  Figueras  to  Gerona,  withdrew  a  brigade  of 
Souham^s  division  from  Santa  Coloma  de  Fames, 
and  posted  it  on  the  left  of  the  Ter  at  Bwolas. 
The  troops  on  the  side  of  Hostalrich  were  thus 
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BOOK   reduced  to  about  eight  thousand  men  under  arms, 

although  an  effort  to  raise  the  siege  was  to  be  ex- 

J«iy*'  pected;  for  the  governor's  letters  to  Blake,  ur- 
gently demanding  succour^  were  intercepted,  and 
that  general  was  now  collecting  men  at  Taragona. 

Meanwhile,  to  secure  the  coast-line  from  Ro^as 
to  Quixols  before  Blake  could  reach  the  scene  of 
action,  St.  Cyr  resolved  to  take  Palamos.  To  effect 
this,  general  Fontanes  marched  from  St.  Filieu 
with  an  Italian  brigade,  six  guns,  and  some  squa- 
drons of  dragoons.  In  passing  a  flat  part  of  the 
coa3t  near  Torre  Valenti,  he  was  cannonaded  by 
six  gun-boats,  but  the  artillery  finally  caused  them 
to  sheer  off.  Twice  he  summoned  the  place,  and 
the  bearer  being  each  time  treated  with  scorn,  tbe 
troops  moved  on  to  the  attack. 

The  place  had  a  good  roadstead,  and  being  only 
one  march  from  Gerona  was  of  importance.  The 
works,  partly  ruined,  were  yet  so  far  repaired  by 
the  Catalans  as  to  be  capable  of  some  defence,  and 
twenty  guns  were  mounted.  It  was  built  on  a 
narrow  rocky  peninsula  with  only  one  land-front, 
the  approach  to  which  was  over  a  plain  com- 
pletely commanded  from  the  left  by  some  rugged 
hills ;  on  these  a  considerable  number  of  Soma- 
tenes  were  assembled,  with  their  line  touching 
upon  the  walls  of  the  town,  but  Fontanes  drove 
them  from  this  strong  position  and  a  third  time 
summoned  the  place  to  surrender.  The  hearer  was 
killed,  and  the  Italians  immediately  stormed  the 
works.  The  Spaniards  flying  towards  the  shore 
endeavoured  to  get  on  board  their  veaselst  but  the 
latter  put  off  to  sea,  and  some  of  Fontwes*  troops, 
having  turned  the  town  during  the  action,  inter- 
cepted the  fugitives  and  put  all  to  the  sword. 
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Seareely  had  Palamos  fallen  wbeo  Wimphen  and  ^^^' 
the  M ilans  axrived  near  Hostalrichy  and  began  to 
hanuw  Sotiham's  outposts  at  Santa  Coloma,  hoping  ^uiyj 
to  draw  St  Cyr's  attention  to  that  side^  while  a 
rekforcement  for  the  garrison  of  Gerona  should 
pass  through  the  left  of  his  line  into  the  city. 
In  pursuance  of  this  project,  fifteen  hundred  chosen 
nen,  under  the  command  of  one  Marshal,  an  Eng- 
lishman, endeavoured  to  penetrate  secretly  through 
his  posts  at  Uagostera ;  they  were  accompanied  by 
an  aide-de-camp  of  Alvarez,  called  Rich,  appa^ 
rently  an  Englishman  also,  and  they  succeeded  on 
the  dth  in  passing  general  Pino's  posts  unobserved. 
Unfortunately  a  straggler  was  taken,  and  St.  Cyr 
heing  thus  informed  of  the  march,  and  judging  that 
the  attempt  to  break  the  line  of  investment  would 
be  made  in  the  night  and  by  the  road  of  Gasa  de 
Selva,  immediately  placed  one  body  of  men  in  am- 
bush near  that  point,  and  sent  another  in  pursuit  of 
the  succouring  column. 

As  the  Froich  general  had  foreseen,  the  Spaniards 
marched  through  the  hills  at  dusk,  and  received  the 
fire  of  the  ambuscade ;  they  escaped  by  a  hasty 
retreat,  but  the  next  day  fell  in  with  the  other 
troops  and  lost  a  thousand  men ;  the  rest  escaped 
the  French  by  dispersion,  but  were  ill*used  and 
robbed  of  their  arms  by  the  Somatenes.  St.  Cyr 
declares  that  Mr.  Marshal  having  offered  to  capitu- 
late, fled  during  the  negotiation  and  abandoned 
his  men ;  but  the  Spanish  general  Coupigny  affirms 
that  the  men  abandoned  Marshal  and  refused  to 
fight;  that  Rich  run  away  before  he  had  seen  the 
enemy,  and  that  both  he  and  the  troops  merited 
severe  punishment  It  is  also  certain  that  Mar- 
shals flight  was  to  Gerona,  where  he  afterwards 
fdl,  fighting  gallantly. 
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^?x  ^       This  disappointment  was  sensibly  felt  by  Alvarez. 

'• — Sickness  and  battle  had  already  reduced  his  gar- 

aiy.'  rison  to  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  he  was  thus  de- 
barred the  best  of  all  defences^  namely,  frequent 
sallies  as  the  enemy  neared  the  walls.  His  reso- 
lution was  unshaken,  but  he  did  not  Ml  to  remon- 
strate warmly  with  Coupigny,  and  even  denounced 
his  inactivi^  to  the  Supreme  Junta.  That  general 
excused  himself  on  the  ground  of  Blake's  absence, 
the  want  of  provisions,  and  the  danger  of  carrying 
the  contagious  sickness  of  Taragona  into  Gerona, 
and  finally  adduced  colonel  Marshal's  unfortunate 
attempt,  as  proof  that  due  exertion  had  been  made. 
Yet  he  could  not  deny  that  Gerona  had  been  in- 
vested two  months,  had  sustained  forty  days  of 
open  trenches  a  bombardment  and  an  assault  with- 
out any  succour;  and  that  during  that  time,  he  him- 
self remained  at  Taragona,  instead  of  being  at 
Hostalrich  with  all  the  troops  he  could  collect. 

From  the  prisoners  taken  the  French  ascertained 
that  neither  Coupigny  nor  Blake  had  any  intention 
of  coming  to  the  relief  of  Gerona,  until  sickness 
and  famine,  which  pressed  as  heavily  on  the  be- 
siegers as  on  the  besieged,  should  have  weakened 
the  ranks  of  the  former;  and  this  plan  receives 
unqualified  praise  from  St.  Cyr,  who  seems  to 
have  forgotten,  how,  with  an  open  breach,  a  town, 
requiring  six  thousand  men  to  man  the  works 
and  having  but  fifteen  hundred,  might  fall  at  any 
moment. 

After  the  failure  of  the  assault  at  Monjouic, 
Verdier  recommenced  his  approaches  in  due  form. 
He  opened  galleries  for  a  mine,  and  interrupted  the 
communication  with  the  city  by  posting  men  in  the 
ruins  of  the  little  fort  of  St.  Juan ;  his  operations 
were,  however,  retarded  by  Glares  and  Rovira,  who 
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CHAP. 
II. 


captured  a  convoy  of  powder  close  to  the  French 
frontier;    and   to  prevent    a  recurrence   of   such    ^^^ 
events,  the  brigade  from  Souham's  division  was     ^^y- 
pushed  from  Banolas  to  St.  Lorenzo  de  la  Muja. 

TTie  2d  of  August,  the  fortified  convent  of  St, 
Daniel,  situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Galligan, 
between  the  Constable  fort  and  Monjouic,  was  taken 
by  the  French,  who  thus  entirely  intercepted  the 
communication  between  the  latter  place  and  the 
city.  The  4th  of  August,  the  glacis  of  Monjouic 
was  crowned,  the  counterscarp  blown  in,  the  flank 
defences  ruined,  the  ditch  passed,  and  the  half  moon 
in  front  of  the  curtain  carried  by  storm,  but  no 
lodgement  was  eflfected.  During  this  day,  Alvarez 
made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  retake  the  ruins  of 
St  Juan,  and  at  the  same  time,  two  hundred  Spa- 
niards who  had  come  from  the  sea-coast  with  pro* 
yisions,  and  penetrated  to  the  convent  of  St.  Daniel 
thinking  their  countrymen  still  held  it,  were  made 
prisoners. 

On  the  dth  the  engineers  ascertained  that  the 
northern  bastion  being  hollow,  the  troops  would 
after  storming  it  be  obliged  to  descend  a  scarp  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet ;  the  line  of  attack  was 
therefore  changed  and  new  approaches  commenced 
s^nst  the  eastern  bastion.  A  second  practical 
breach  was  soon  opened,  and  preparations  made  for 
storming  on  the  12th,  but  in  the  night  of  the  11th, 
the  garrison  blew  up  the  magazines,  spiked  the 
guns,  and,  without  loss,  regained  Gerona.  Thus 
the  fort  fell,  after  thirty-seven  days  of  open  trenches 
and  one  assault. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

BOOK  Vkidieu,  elated  by  the  capture  of  Moajouic, 
'- —  boasted  in  bis  despatches,  of  the  difficulties  that  he 

Aagu^t.  had  oyercome,  and  they  were  nnquestionably  great ; 
for  the  rocky  nature  of  the  soil  bad  obliged  him  to 
raise  his  trenches  instead  of  sinking  them,  and  his 
approaches  had  been  chiefly  carried  on  by  the  flying 
sap.  But  he  likewise  expressed  his  scorn  of  the 
garrison,  held  their  future  resistance  cheap,  and 
asserted  that  fifteen  days  would  suffice  to  tak-e  the 
town,  in  which  he  was  justified  neither  -by  paert  nor 
succeeding  facts.  The  Spaniards,  indignant  at  his 
undeserved  contempt,  redoubled  their  exertions  and 
falsified  all  his  predictions ;  and  while  these  events 
were  passing  close  to  Gerona,  Claros  and  Rovira, 
at  the  head  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  Mi- 
gueletes  attacked  Bascara,  a  post  between  Figueras 
and  Gerona,  at  the  moment  when  a  convoy  escorted 
by  a  battalion  had  arrived  there  from  Belgarde. 
The  commandant  of  Figueras,  uniting  some  ^^  gem 
d' annes''  W[kd  convalescents  to  a  detachment' of  his 
garrison,  succoured  the  post  on  the  6th,  but  mean- 
while the  escort  of  the  convoy  had  fallen  back  on 
France,  and  spread  such  terror  that  Augereau  ap- 
plied to  St.  Cyr  for  three  thousand  men  to  protect 
the  frontier.  The  latter  refused  this  ill-timed  de- 
mand, and  in  his  Memoirs  takes  occasion  to  cen- 
sure the  system  of  moveable  columns  as  more  likely 
to  create  than  to  suppress  insurrections ;  as  being 
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harassing  to  the  troops,  weakening  to  the  main  ^j^^- 
force,  and   yet  ineffectoal,  seeing  the  peasantry—— — 
must  always  be  more  moveable  than  the  columns,  and   Angast. 
better  huforraed  of  their  marches  and  strength. 

There  is  great  force  in  these  observations,  and 
if  an  army  is  so  morally  disorganized  that  the  offi- 
cers commanding  the  colunms  cannot  be  trusted,  it 
is  mianswerable.  It  must  also  be  eonceded  that 
this  system,  at  all  times  requiring  a  nice  judgment, 
great  talents,  and  excellent  arrangement,  was  to- 
tally inapplicable  to  the  situation  and  composition 
of  the  seventh  corps.  Yet,  with  good  ofiicers  and 
well  combined  plans,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
a  more  simple  or  efficient  mode  of  protecting 
the  flanks  and  rear  of  an  invading  army  than 
nuyveable  columns  supported  by  small  fortified 
posts ;  and  it  is  sufficient  that  Napoleon  was  the 
creator  ctf  this  system,  to  make  a  military  man 
doubtful  of  the  soundness  of  St.  Gyr's  objections. 
The  eaipero(r^s  views,  opinions,  and  actions,  will  in 
defiance  of  all  attempts  to  lessen  them  go  dovm 
with  a  wonderful  authority  to  posterity. 

A  few  days  after  the  afiair  of  Bascara,  eight 
hundred  volunteers,  commanded  by  two  officers, 
named  Foxa  and  Oantera,  quitted  Olot,  made  a 
secret  march  through  the  mountains,  arrived  in 
the  evening  of  the  10th  upon  the  Ter,  and  being 
baffled  in  an  attempt  to  pass  the  river  near  An- 
geles, descended  the  left  bank  in  the  night, 
pierced  the  line  of  investment,  and  crossing  by  a 
ford  near  St.  Pons  entered  Gerona  at  day-break. 
This  hardy  exploit  gave  fresh  courage  to  the  garri- 
son; yet  the  enemy's  approaches  hourly  advanced, 
pestilence  wasted  the  besieged,  and  the  Spanish 
generals  outside  the  town  still  remained  inactive. 
In  this  conjunctore,  Alvarez  and  his  council  were 
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^^   not  wanting  to  themselves.    While  defending  the 
— — ~  half  rained  walls  of  Gerona  with  inflexible  cxm- 

1809. 

A^gott.  stancy»  they  failed  not  to  protest  against  the  cold- 
blooded neglect  of  those  who  should  have  succoured 
them ;  and  the  Supreme  Junta  of  Catalonia  for- 
warded their  complaints  to  the  Central  Junta  at 
Seville,  with  the  following  remonstrance. 

^^  The  generals  of  our  army  have  formed 
^*  no  efficient  plan  for  the  relief  of  Gerona;  not 
*^  one  of  the  three  lieutenant-generals  here  has 
*^  been  charged  to  conduct  an  expedition  to  its 
*^  help ;  they  say  that  they  act  in  con£drmity  to  a 
**  plan  approved  by  your  Majesty.  Can  it  be  trae 
'^  that  your  Majesty  approves  of  abandoning  Ge* 
^^  rona  to  her  own  feeble  resources  ?  If  so,  her 
*^  destruction  is  inevitable ;  and  should  Uiis  cala« 
*^  mity  befal,  will  the  other  places  of  Catalonia 
'^  and  the  Peninsula  have  the  courage  to  imitate 
^'  her  fidelity  when  they  see  her  temples  and  houses 
^'  ruined,  her  heroic  defenders  dead  or  in  slavery? 
'^  And  if  such  calamities  should  threaten  towns  in 
'^  other  provinces,  ought  they  to  reckon  upon  Ca- 
^'  talonian  assistance  when  this  most  interesting 
*^  place  can  obtain  no  help  from  them  ?" — '^  Do  you 
^^  not  see  the  consequences  of  this  melancholy- re- 
*^  flection  which  is  sufficient  to  freeze  the  ardour, 
*^  to  desolate  the  hearts  of  the  most  zealous  defen- 
**  ders  of  our  just  cause  ?  Let  this  bulwark  of  our 
'^  frontier  be  taken,  and  the  province  is  laid  open, 
*^  our  harvests,  treasures,  children,  ourselves,  all  fall 
^'  to  the  enemy,  and  the  country  has  no  longer  any 
"  real  existence." 

In  answer  to  this  address,  money  was  promised, 
a  decree  passed  to  afibrd  Catalonia  every  suc- 
cour, and  Blake  received  orders  to  make  an  imme- 
diate effort  to  raise  jthe  siege.     But  how  little  did 
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CHAP. 
III. 


the  language  of  the  Spaniards  a^e  with  their 
actions !  Blake,  indeed,  as  we  shall  find,  made  a  -  ^^ 
feeble  effort  to  save  the  heroic  and  suffering  city ;  a««»« 
bat  the  Supreme  Central  Junta  were  only  intent 
upon  thwarting  and  insulting  the  English  general 
after  the  battle  of  Talavera;  and  this  Junta  of 
Catalonia,  so  eloquent,  so  patriotic  with  the  pen, 
was  selliDg  to  foreign  merchants  the  arms  supplied 
by  England  for  the  defence  of  their  country  ! 

Towards  the  end  of  August,  when  the  French  fire 
had  opened  three  breaches  in  Gerona,  and  the  bom- 
bardment had  reduced  a  great  part  of  the  city  to 
ashes,  Blake  commenced  his  march  from  Taragona 
with  a  force  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  regulars. 
Proceeding  by  Martorel,  El  Valles,  and  GranoUers, 
be  reac^d  Yich,  and  from  thence  crossed  the  moun- 
taiQs  to  St.  Hillario,  where  he  was  joined  by  Wim- 
ph»  mid  the  Milans«  As  he  had  free  communica- 
tion with  Rovira  and  Glares,  he  could  direct  a  body 
of  not  less  than  twenty  thousand  men  against  the 
circle  of  investment,  and  his  arrival  created  consi- 
derable alarm  among  the  French.  The  pestilence 
which  wasted  the  besieged  was  also  among  the  be- 
siegers; the  hospitals  of  Fig^eras  and  Perpignan  con- 
tained many  thousand  patients,  and  the  battalions  in 
the  field  could  scarcely  muster  a  third  of  their 
nominal  strength :  even  the  generals  were  obliged 
to  rise  from  sick-beds  to  take  the  command  of  their 
biigades.  Moreover  the  covering  army,  inferior  in 
number  to  the  Spanish  force,  was  extended  along 
thirty  miles  of  a  mountainous  wooded  country, 
intersected  by  rivers,  and  every  way  favourable  for 
Blake's  operations. 

Verdier  was  filled  with  apprehension  lest  a  dis- 
astroiis  action  should  oblige  him  to  raise  the  long- 
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protracted  siege,  notwithstanding  his  fore-boasts  to 
jg^  the  contrary.  Bnt  it  was  on  such  occasions  that 
Aac«^.  St.  Cyr's  best  qualities  were  deyeloped.  A  very 
learned  and  practised  soldier,  and  of  a  clear  me- 
thodical head,  he  was  firm  in  execution,  decided 
and  prompt  in  council;  and  though  apparently 
wanting  in  those  original  and  daring  views  which 
mark  the  man  of  superior  genius,  seems  to  have 
been  perfectly  fitted  for  struggling  against  difficult 
ties.  So  &r  from  fearing  an  immediate  battle,  he 
observed,  **  that  it  was  to  be  desired,  because  bis 
men  were  now  of  confirmed  couraged  ;  Blake's  in- 
action was  rather  the  thing  to  be  dreaded ;  for  not 
more  than  two  days*  provisions  could  be  procured 
to  supply  the  troops  when  together,  and  it  would 
be  necessary  after  that  period  to  scatter  them  again 
in  such  a  manner,  that  scarcely  two  thousand  would 
be  disposable  at  any  given  point.  The  Spaniards 
had  already  commenced  skirmishing  in  force  on  the 
side  of  Bruiiola,  and  as  Blake  expected  no  rein- 
forcements, he  would  probably  act  immediately; 
hence  it  was  necessary  to  concentrate  as  many  men 
as  possible  in  the  course  of  the  night  and  next  day 
4:0  deliver  battle ;  and  there  were  still  ten  thousand 
good  troops  under  arms,  without  reckoning  those 
that  .might  be  spared  from  the  investing  corps." 

On  the  other  hand,  Blake,  with  an  army  nu- 
merous indeed  but  by  no  means  spirited,  was  from 
frequent  defeat  become  cautious  without  being 
more  skilful.  He  resolved  to  confine  his  efforts  to 
the  throwing  supplies  of  men  and  provisions  into 
the  town  ;  forgetting  that  the  business  of  a  relieving 
army  is  not  to  protract  but  to  raise  a  siege,  and 
that  to  save  Gerona  was  to  save  Catalonia.  He  had 
Elected   about  two  thousand  beasts  of  burthen. 
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loaded  with  flour,  m  the  mountains,  on  the  side  ^^f- 

of  Olot,  under  an  escort  of  four  thousand  infantry    ^^ 

and  five  hundred  cavalry.  This  convoy,  Garcia  Augu*, 
Conde,  an  ambitious  and  fiery  young  man,  under* 
took  to  conduct  to  Qerona,  l]^  the  flat  ground  be* 
tween  the  Ter  and  the  Ofia,  precisely  opposite  to  the 
line  of  the  French  attack.  To  facilitate  this  at« 
tempt,  Blake  caused  colonel  Henry  O'Donnel  to 
fall  upon  Souham's  posts,  near  Brunola,  on  the 
evening  of  the  31st  of  August,  supporting  this 
attack  with  another  detachment  under  general 
Logoyri.  At  the  same  time  he  directed  colonel 
Lander  to  collect  the  Miguelettes  and  Somatenes 
on  the  side  of  Palamos,  and  take  possession  of 
"  N.  S.  de  Iq9  Angelas^''  a  convent,  situated  on  a 
high  mountain  behind  Monjouic.  Glares  and  Ho* 
vira  also  received  directions  to  harass  the  French 
(m  the  side  of  Casen  Rocca.  Thus  the  enemy  were 
to  be  assailed  in  every  quarter,  except  that  on 
which  the  convoy  was  to  pass* 

O'Donnel,  commencing  the  operations,  attaeked 
and  carried  a  part  of  the  position  occupied  by  one 
of  Souham's  battalions  at  Brunola,  but  the  latter, 
with  an  impetuous  charge,  again  recovered  the 
ground.  The  Spanish  general,  being  then  joined 
by  Logoyri,  renewed  the  skirmish,  but  could  make 
no  finther  impression  on  the  enemy.  Meanwhile, 
St.  Cyr,  having  transferred  his  head-quarters  to 
Fomeig,  was  earnestly  advised  to  concentrate  his 
troops  on  the  left  of  the  Ter,  partly  that  it  was 
thought  Blake  would  attempt  to  penetrate  on  that 
ride;  partly  that  being  so  close  to  the  Spanish 
anny,  the  Freneh  divisions  might,  if  ordered  to 
assemble  on  their  actual  centre,  be  cut  ofl*  in  detail 
^ring  their  march.     He  however  argued  that  his 
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BOOK    opponent  must  be  exceedingly  timid,  or  he  would 
have  attacked  Souham  with  all  his  forces  and  broken 
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sepi*  the  covering  line  at  once ;  wherefore,  seeing  that 
such  an  opportunity  was  neglected,  he  did  not  fear 
to  concentrate  his  own  troops  on  the  Ona,  by  a 
flank  march,  close  under  the  beard  of  his  unskilful 
adversary. 

Souham 's  division,  falling  back  in  the  night,  took 
post  the  1st  of  September,  on  the  heights  of  San 
Dalmaz,  reaching  to  Hostalnou,  and  at  eight  o'clock 
the  head  of  Pino's  division  entered  this  line,  pro- 
longing it  by  the  left  in  rear  of  the  village  of  Rieu- 
dellot.  At  twelve  o'clock,  these  two  divisions  were 
established  in  position,  and  four  miles  in  their  rear 
Verdier  was  placed  with  a  strong  detachment  of  the 
besieging  corps  on  the  main  road  to  Gerona.  Lecchi 
was  sick,  and  his  troops,  commanded  by  M illose- 
witz,  took  post  at  Salt  to  guard  the  bridge  and  the 
flat  ground  about  St.  Eugenio ;  having  also  instruc- 
tions to  cross  the  Ter  and  march  against  Rovira  and 
Claros,  if  they  should  press  the  Westphalian  divi- 
sion which  remained  at  San  Pons.  The  trenches 
under  Monjouic  were  guarded ;  the  mortar  battery 
of  Casa  Rocca  was  disarmed,  and  the  Westphalians 
were,  if  attacked,  to  retire  to  Sarria  and  look  to  the 
security  of  the  pare  and  the  trenches. 

A  thick  fog  and  heavy  rain  interrupted  the  view, 
and  both  armies  remained  apparently  quiet  until 
the  middle  of  the  day,  when  the  weather  clearing, 
St.  Cyr  rode  to  examine  the  Spanish  positions. 
The  heads  of  Blake's  columns  were  disposed  as  if  he 
would  have  penetrated  at  once,  by  Bruiiola,  Goloma 
de  Fam6s,  Vidreras,  and  Mallorquinas,  but  scarcely 
had  the  French  general  quitted  Fornels,  when  Gar- 
cia Conde,  who  under  cover  of  the  mist  had  been 
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moYing  down   the  mountains,   crossed  the  Ter  at  ^'^^^p. 
Amer,  and  descended  the  heights  of  Banolas  with  — — — 
his  convoy.  Sept. 

Having  gained  the  flat  ground  he  was  in  rear  of 
MillosewitZy  who  was  at  Salt  watching  the  garrison 
and  the  movements  of  Rovira  and  Claros.  Ver- 
dier  s  troops  the  nearest  support  were  six  miles  dis- 
tant, and  separated  by  rugged  heights,  and  Mil- 
losewitz  had  placed  no  guards.  The  Spaniards 
thus  got  unperceived  close  to  the  main  body  and 
with  one  charge  put  it  to  flight.  The  fugitives  in 
their  panic  at  first  took  the  direction  of  the  town, 
but  being  fired  upon,  turned  towards  the  heights  of 
Palau,  making  for  Fornels,  and  would  have  gone 
straight  into  Blake's  camp  if  they  had  not  met  St. 
Cyr  on  his  return  from  viewing  that  general's  posi- 
tions. Rallying  and  reinforcing  them  with  a  batta- 
lion from  Pino's  division,  St.  Cyr  instantly  directed 
them  back  again  upon  Salt,  and  at  the  same  time 
sent  Verdier  orders  to  follow  Garcia  Conde  with  the 
leserve.  It  was  too  late,  the  latter  had  already  entered 
the  place,  and  Alvarez,  sallying  forth,  destroyed  the 
French  works  near  St.  Ugenio ;  then  thinking  the 
siege  raised  he  sent  five  hundred  sick  men  from  the 
town  to  the  convent  of  St.  Daniel,  which  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  French  two  days  before.  Ver- 
dier, after  causing  some  trifling  loss  to  Conde, 
passed  the  bridge  of  Salt,  and  marched  down  the 
left  of  the  Ter  to  Sarria  to  save  his  pares,  which 
were  threatened  by  Rovira  and  Claros;  for  the 
Westphalian  troops  had  hastily  retired  across 
the  Ter,  before  these  partizan  chiefs,  abandoning 
their  camp  and  two  dismounted  mortars.  Thus 
the  place  was  succoured  for  a  moment,  but  as 
Blake  made  no  further  movement  Alvarez  was  little 
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^ix!^   benefitted  by  the  success.    The  provisions  received, 

^3Qg  -  did  not  amount  to  more  than  seven  or  eight  days' 

Sept.    consumption,  and   the  reinforcement,    more    than 

enough  to  devour  this  food,  was  yet  insufficient  to 

raise  the  siege  by  sallies. 

While  Millosewitz's  troops  were  flying  on  the 
one  side  of  the  Ter,  the  reports  of  Clares  and 
Rovira,  exaggerating  their  success  on  the  other 
side  of  that  river,  had  caused  Alvarez  to  believe 
that  Blake  s  army  was  victorious  and  the  French  in 
flight;  hence  he  refrained  from  destroying  the 
bridge  of  Salt,  and  Verdier,  as  we  have  seen, 
crossed  it  to  recover  his  camp  at  Sarria.  But  for 
this  error,  the  garrison,  reinforced  by  Conde's  men, 
might  have  filled  the  trenches,  razed  the  batteries, 
and  even  retaken  Monjouic  before  Verdier  could 
have  come  to  their  support. 

St.  Cyr  having  now  but  one  day's  provisions  left, 
resolved  to  seek  Blake  imd  deliver  battle ;  but  the 
Spanish  general  retired  up  the  mountains  when  he 
saw  the  French  advancing,  and  his  retreat  enabled 
St.  Cyr  again  to  disseminate  the  French  troops. 
Thus  ended  the  first  efibrt  to  relieve  Gerona.  It 
was  creditable  to  Garcia  Conde,  but  so  contemp- 
tible with  reference  to  the  means  at  Blake's  dis- 
posal, that  Alvarez  believed  himself  betrayed,  and 
trusting  thenceforth  only  to  his  own  heroism,  per- 
mitted Conde's  troops  to  go  back  or  to  remain  as 
they  pleased;  exacting,  however  from  those  who 
stopped  an  oath  not  to  surrender.  Renewing  the 
edict  against  speaking  of  a  capitulation,  he  reduced 
the  rations  of  the  garrison  first  to  one  half,  and 
afterwards  to  a  fourth  of  the  full  allowance,  a  mea- 
sure which  caused  some  desertions  to  the  enemy ; 
but  the  great  body  of  the  soldiers  and  citizens  were 
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as  firm  as  their  chief;  and  the  townsmen  freely  ^f^^- 
sharing  their  own  scanty  food  with  the  garrison  "'^^ — 
made  common  cause  in  every  thing.  s«p^ 

Garcia  Conde  s  success  must  be  attributed  partly 
to  the  negligence  of  St.  Cyr's  subordinates ;  but  « 
the  extended  cantonments,  occupied  in  the  evening 
of  the  31st,  gave  Blake,  as  the  French  general 
hioiaelf  acknowledges,  an  opportunity  of  raising 
the  siege  without  much  danger  or  difficulty.  Nor 
were  St.  Cyr's  dispositions  for  the  next  day  per* 
feetly  combined ;  giving  Blake  credit  for  sound 
views,  he  was  so  expectant  of  a  great  battle  that  he 
foi^ot  to  guard  against  minor  operations.  The  flat 
country  between  the  lefl  of  the  Ona  and  the  Ter 
was  the  natural  line  for  a  convoy  to  penetrate  to 
the  town,  and  it  was  a  fault  to  leave  only  two 
thousand  men  in  that  place,  with  their  front  to  the 
garrison  and  their  rear  to  the  relieving  army,  when 
the  latter  could  steal  through  the  mountains  until 
close  upon  them.  Cavalry  posts  at  least  should 
have  been  established  at  the  different  inlets  to  the 
hills,  and  beacons  raised  on  convenient  eminences. 
The  main  body  of  the  army  appears  also  to  have 
heen  at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  town ;  the 
firing  that  took  place  in  the  plain  of  Salt  was  disre- 
garded by  Verdier's  reserve,  and  the  first  informa- 
tion of  the  attack  was  brought  to  Fomels  by  the 
ftigitives  themselves. 

St.  Cyr  says,  that  his  generals  of  division  were 
negligent,  and  so  weakened  by  sickness  as  to  be 
unable  to  look  to  their  outposts;  that  he  had 
recommended  to  Verdier  the  raising  of  field-works 
at  the  bridge  of  Salt  and  in  the  passes  of  the  hills, 
and  when  his  advice  was  disregarded,  forbore, 
from  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he  himself  was 
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^?x.^   placed  by  the  French  government,   to  enforce  his 

"""^ —  undoubted  authority.     He,  however,  acknowledges 

Sept.    that  his    soldiers  answered  honestly  to  every  call 

Joamliof  he  made,   and  he   was  bound  while  he   retained 

tk^'     the  command  to  enforce  every  measure  necessary 

for  maintaining  their  honour :  in  other  respects  his 

prudence  and  vigilance  were  such  as  beseemed  his 

reputation.     It  was  not  so  with  Blake,  the  whole 

of  his  operations  proved  that  he  had  lost  confidence 

and  was  incapable  of  any  great  enterprize.     He 

should  hare  come  up  with  a  resolution  to   raise 

the  siege  or  to  perish.     He  contented  himself  with 

a  few  slight  skirmishes,  and  the  introduction  of  a 

small   convoy    of    provisions,    and   then   notwith-- 

standing  the   deep    suffering  of  this  noble  city, 

turned  away  with  a  cold  look  and  a  donation  that 

mocked  its  wants. 

When  the  siege  was  resumed,  St.  Cyr  withdrew 
the  French  posts  from  Palau  and  Monte  Livio, 
leaving  the  way  apparently  open  on  that  side  for 
the  return  of  Garcia  Conde,  who  deceived  by  this 
wile  came  out  at  daybreak  on  the  3d,  with  fiflteea 
hundred  men  and  the  beasts  of  burden.  He 
halted  for  a  little  time,  just  beyond  the  gate,  to 
examine  the  country  in  front  with  his  glass,  and  as 
every  thing  appeared  favourable^  his  troops  were 
beginning  to  move  forward,  when  the  noise  of 
drums  beating  to  arms  gave  notice  that  an  am* 
buscade  was  placed  behind  Palau.  St.  Cyr  had 
indeed  posted  a  brigade  there  in  the  hope  of  sur* 
prising  the  Spaniards,  but  the  French  forgetting 
the  ambush  were  performing  the  regular  service  of 
the  camp  at  day-light,  and  with  a  cry  of  astonish- 
ment the  Spanish  column  hastily  retreated  again 
into  the  town. 
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Baffled  by  this  ridicaloas  mistake,  and  conclud-   chap. 
ing  the  next  attempt  would  be  by  Castellar  and- 


1809. 

La  Bii^>al,  St.  Cyr  drew  Mazzuchelli's  brigade  septi 
from  behind  Palau,  placing  it  in  the  valley  of  the 
Qna  to  fall  on  Conde's  rear  when  he  should  again 
come  forth.  He  likewise  put  a  battalion  on  the 
hills  to  head  the  Spanish  column,  and  drive  it  back 
either  upon  Mazzuchelli's  brigade,  or  upon  La 
Bispal,  where  he  also  posted  three  battalions  and 
a  squadron  of  Pino's  division. 

The  4th»  one  thousand  infantry,  five  hundred 
cavalry,  and  eleven  hundred  mules  again  came  out 
of  Grerona,  and  ascending  the  heights  in  which  the 
fort  of  the  Capuchin  was  situated,  pushed  in  single 
filas  along  a  by-path,  leading  to  Castellar  da  Selva« 
Mazzuchelli  saw  them  plainly  but  did  not  attack, 
waiting  for  the  fire  of  the  battalion  ahead ;  and  that 
battalion  did  not  fire  because  as  Mazzuchelli  did 
not  attack,  it  was  supposed  the  Spaniards  were 
part  of  his  brigade^  Garcia  Conde  quickly  per- 
ceived their  double  error,  and  with  great  readiness 
filed  off  to  his  left,  turned  the  right  of  the  bat- 
talion  in  his  front,  and  gained  Castellar  without 
hurt,  although  the  French  in  Monjouic  observing 
all  that  passed  plied  their  guns  against  the  rear  of 
his  column.  Being  informed  by  the  peasants  at 
Castellar  that  troops  were  also  waiting  for  him  at 
La  Bispal,  Conde  made  for  Caza  de  Selva,  and 
general  Pino  having  notice  of  his  approach,  directed 
two  battalions  to  seize  the  summit  of  a  ridge  which 
crossed  the  Spanish  line  of  march;  these  bat- 
talions took  a  wrong  direction,  the  Spaniards 
moved  steadily  on,  and  although  their  rear  was 
attacked  by  Pino  s  personal  escort,  which  took  fifty 
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^^^^   men  and  some  mules,  the  main  body  escaped  with 
honour. 

1809,      **^**''**** 

Sept.  There  were  now  four  open  breaches  in  Gerona, 
Mazzuchelli's  brigade  and  the  troops  at  La  Bispal 
were  added  to  the  investing  corps,  and  the  immediate 
fall  of  the  city  seemed  inevitable ;  but  the  French 
store  of  powder  failed  and  ten  days  elapsed  be^ 
fore  a  fresh  supply  could  be  obtained  :  Alvarez  pro- 
fited of  this  interval  to  retrench  and  barricade  the 
breaches  in  the  most  formidable  manner.  Ver- 
dier  had  retaken  the  convent  of  St.  Daniel  in  the 
valley  of  Galligan,  and  obliged  the  five  hundred 
sick  men  to  return  to  the  town  on  the  4th ;  but 
Lander,  the  officer  sent  by  Blake  on  the  31  st  of 
August  to  seize  the  convent  of  Madonna  de  los 
AngekSj  had  fortified  that  building  and  introduced 
small  supplies  of  provisions.  This  revived  in  the 
mind  of  Alvarez,  a  plan  for  taking  possession  of  the 
heights  beyond  those  on  which  the  Capuchin  and 
Constable  forts  were  situated,  by  which,  in  con- 
junction with  the  post  at  Madona  de  los  Angeles 
and  with  the  assistance  of  Blake's  army,  he  hoped 
to  maintain  an  open  communication  with  the  coun- 
try. This  bold  and  skilful  conception  he  was  un- 
able to  eflPect,  because  in  a  sally  from  the  Capuchins 
on  the  6th  he  was  beaten  by  a  single  French  regi- 
ment, and  the  same  day  Mazzuchelli's  Italians 
stormed  Madona  de  los  Angeles  and  put  the  gar- 
rison to  the  sword. 

During  these  events  Verdier  marched  against 
Claros  and  Bovira,  who  were  posted  at  St.  Gregorio, 
near  Amer,  but  he  was  repulsed  with  loss  and  the 
French  general  Joba  was  killed.  Meanwhile  the 
batteries  having  recommenced  their  fire  on  the  13th, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSUL/IR  WAR.  43 

Alvarez  made  a  general  sally  by  the  gates  of  San  ^f,|f  • 
Pedro,  beat  the  guards  from  the  trenches,  and 
spiked  the  guns  in  one  of  the  breaching  batteries.  8epf- 
The  18th,  Verdier,  thinking  the  breaches  practica- 
ble, proposed  to  give  the  assault,  and  required 
assistance  from  St.  Cyr,  but  disputes  between  the 
generals  of  the  covering  and  the  besieging  forces 
were  rife ;  the  engineers  of  the  latter  declared  the 
breaches  practicable,  those  of  the  former  said  they 
were  not,  adding  that  while  the  fort  of  Calvary 
outside  the  walls,  although  in  ruins,  remained 
in  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  no  assault  should 
be  attempted.  Meanwhile  either  from  negligence 
or  the  disputes  between  St.  Cyr  and  marshal  Au- 
gereau,  above  five  thousand  convalescents  ca- 
pable of  duty  were  retained  in  a  body  at  Per- 
pignan,  and  general  Verdier  could  not  produce  so 
many  under  arms  for  the  assault,  nor  even  for  this 
number  were  there  officers  to  lead,  so  wasting  was 
the  sickness.  The  covering  army  was  scarcely 
better  off,  and  Blake  had  again  taken  the  position 
of  St.  Hilario.  Howbeit,  St.  Cyr,  seeing  no  better 
remedy,  consented  to  try  the  storm  provided  Cal- 
vary were  first  taken. 

Souham's  division  was  appointed  to  watch  Blake, 
Pino  was  directed  to  make  a  false  attack  on  the 
opposite  quarter  to  where  the  breaches  were  esta- 
blished, and  on  the  19th  Vcrdier*s  troops  advanced 
in  three  columns  down  the  valley  of  Galligan 
to  the  assault ;  bnt  the  fort  of  Calvary  had  not 
been  taken,  and  its  fire  swept  the  columns  of  attack 
along  the  whole  line  of  march.  Two  hundred  men 
fell  before  they  reached  the  walls,  and  Just  as 
the  summit  of  the  largest  breach  was  gained,  the 
French  batteries,  which  continued  to  play  on  the 
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^^   Spanish  retrenchments,  brought  down  a  large  mass 


of  wall  upon  the  head  of  the  attacking  colunm. 
seiiu    The  besieged  resisted  manfully,   and  the  besiegers 
were  completely  repulsed  from  all  the  breaches  with 
jottSa^'of  *  ^^^  ^^  ^^  hundred  men.     Verdier  accusing  his 
Operations  soldicrs  of  cowardicc,  blamed  St.  Cyr  for  refusing 
to  bring  the  covering  army  to  the  assault,  and 
affirmed  that  his  design  was  to  cause  a  failure, 
moved  thereto  by  personal  jealousy.     Thus  com- 
plaining he  returned  to  France,  but  St.  Cyr  asserted 
that  the  troops  behaved  well  and  calling  a  council 
proposed  to  continue  the  attack.     His  proposal  was 
resisted  and  the  siege  turned  into  a  blockade. 

Blake  now  advanced  with  his  army,  and  from 
the  20th  to  the  25th9  made  as  if  he  would  raise 
the  blockade,  yet  his  object  was  merely  to  intro- 
duce another  convoy,  and  St.  Cyr,  divining  his 
intention,  and  judging  that  he  would  make  the 
attempt  on  the  26th,  resolved  to  let  him  penetrate 
the  covermg  line  and  then  fall  on  him  before  he 
could  reach  the  town.  In  this  view,  Souham*s 
division  was  placed  behind  Palau,  Pino's  divi- 
sion at  Casa  de  Selva,  and  Lecchi's  division  of 
the  investing  troops  was  directed  to  meet  the  Spa- 
niards in  front  while  the  two  former  came  down 
upon  their  rear. 

Blake  assembling  his  troops  on  the  side  of  Hostal- 
rich,  made  a  circuitous  route  to  La  Bispal,  and, 
taking  post  on  the  heights  of  St.  Sadumi,  detached 
ten  thousand  men  under  Wimphen  to  protect  the 
passage  of  the  convoy,  of  which  Henry  O'Donnel 
led  the  advanced  guard.  At  day-break,  on  the  26th, 
O'Donnel  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the  French  troops 
at  Castellar,  broke  through  them  and  reached  the 
fort  of  the  Constable  with  the  head  of  the  convoy ; 
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but  the  two  French  battalions  which  he  had  driven   ^j^^^- 


before  him,  rallying  on  the  heights  of  San  Miguel ' 
to  the  right  of  the  Spanish  column,  returned  to  the  s^pt- 
combat,  and  at  the  same  time  St.  Cyr  in  person 
coming  with  a  part  of  Souham's  division  upon  the 
left  flank  of  the  convoy,  pressed  it  strongly  and 
obliged  the  greater  part  to  retrograde.  Pino's 
division  then  run  up  from  Casa  de  Selva  to  attack 
the  rear-guard  under  Wimphen,  the  route  was 
complete  and  Blake  made  no  efibrt  to  save  the  dis- 
tressed troops.  O'Donnel  with  a  thousand  men  and 
about  two  hundred  mules  got  safely  into  the  town, 
the  remainder  of  the  convoy  was  taken,  the  Italians 
gave  no  quarter  and  three  thousand  of  the  Spa- 
niards were  slain. 

After  this  action,  some  troops  being  sent  towards 
Vidreras  to  menace  Blake's  communications  with 
Hostalrich,  he  retired  by  the  side  of  St.  Filieu  de 
Quixols  and  Gerona  was  again  abandoned  to  her 
sufferings,  which  were  become  almost  insupportable. 
Without  money,  without  medicines,  without  food  ; 
pestilence  within  the  walls,  the  breaches  open. 
"  If,"  said  Alvarez,  "  the  captain^general  be  un- 
"  able  to  make  a  vigorous  effort,  the  whole  of  Ca- 
"  talonia  must  rise  to  our  aid,  or  Gerona  will  soon 
"  be  but  a  heap  of  carcases  and  ruins  the  memory 
"  of  which  will  afflict  posterity ! " 

St.  Cyr  having  repaired  to  Perpignan  to  make 
arrangements  for  future  supply,  fonnd  Augereau  in 
a  good  state  of  health,  and  obliged  him  to  assume 
the  command.  Then,  he  says,  every  thing  need- 
fill  was  bestowed  with  a  free  hand  upon  the  seventh 
corps,  because  he  himself  was  no  longer  in  the  way; 
but  a  better  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  state  of 
Napoieon's  affairs.    Peace  had  been  concluded  with 
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^f^^  Austria,  the  English  expeditions  to  the  Scheldt  and 
—^j^^  against  Naples  had  failed,  all  the  resources  of 
ocu  the  French  government  were  become  disposable,  and 
not  only  the  seventh  but  every  *^  corps  d'arm^e"  in 
Spain  was  reinforced :  moreover  Verdier  expressly 
affirmed  that  the  emperor  had  before  furnished 
ample  means  to  take  Gerona,  but  St  Cyr  wilfully 
impeded  the  operations. 

Augereau,  escorted  by  the  five  thousand  conva* 
lescents  from  Perpignan,  reached  the  camp  before 
Gerona,  the  12th  of  October.  In  the  course  of  itie 
following  night,  O'Donnel,  issuing  from  the  town 
on  the  side  of  the  plain,  broke  through  the  guards, 
fell  upon  Souham's  quarters,  obliged  that  general 
to  fly  in  his  shirt,  and  finally  efiected  a  junction 
with  Milans  at  Santa  Goloma;  thus  successfully 
executing  as  daring  an  enterprise  as  any  performed 
during  this  memorable  8i^;e.  Augereau,  however, 
pressed  the  blockade,  and  thinking  the  spirit  of 
the  Spaniards  reduced,  offered  an  armistice  for  a 
month,  with  the  free  entry  of  provisions^  if  Alvarez 
would  promise  to  surrender  unless  relieved  before 
the  expiration  of  that  period.  Such,  however,  was 
the  steady  virtue  of  this  man  and  his  followers,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  grievous  &mine,  the  ofifer  was 
refused. 

Blake,  on  the  29th,  took  possession  once  more 
of  the  heights  of  Brunola,  but  Souham  with  an 
inferior  force  put  him  to  flight,  which  enabled 
Augereau  to  detach  Pino  against  the  town  of  Hos- 
talrich.  This  place,  fortified  with  an  old  wall  and 
towers,  was  defended  by  two  thousand  men  and 
supported  by  the  fire  of  the  castle ;  nevertheless  it 
was  carried  by  storm,  and  the  provisions  and  stares 
laid   up  there  captured,  although  Blake  and  his 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  47 

army  were  only  a  few  miles  off.  Meanwhile  rear-  ^^j^f  * 
admiral  Baudin,  with  a  French  squadron,  consisting  ^^^^ 
of  three  ships  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  and  six*  ^^' 
teen  large  store-ships,  having  sailed  from  Toulon 
for  Barcelona^  about  the  20th,  was  intercepted  by 
admiral  Martin  on  the  23d,  when  several  of  the 
smaller  vessels  were  burned  the  rest  driven  on  shore 
at  different  places,  and  two  line-of-battle  ships  were 
set  on  fire  by  their  own  crews.  The  store-ships  and 
some  of  the  armed  vessels,  taking  refuge  at  Rosas, 
put  up  boarding  nettings,  protected  their  flanks  by 
Rosas  and  the  Trinity-fort,  and  presented  a  formid- 
able front,  having  above  twenty  guns  on  board 
disposed  for  defence  besides  the  shore  batteries. 
However  on  the  31st,  captain  Hallowell  appeared  in 
the  bay  with  a  squadron,  and  sending  his  boats  in, 
destroyed  the  whole  fleet  in  despite  of  a  very  vigo- 
rous resistance  which  cost  the  British  seventy  men 
killed  and  wounded. 

Meanwhile  the  distress  of  Gerona  increased,  de- 
sertions became  frequent,  and  ten  officers  having 
failed  in  a  plot  to  oblige  the  governor  to  capitulate 
went  over  in  a  body  to  the  enemy.  During  No- 
vember, the  French  were  inactive  for  want  of  pow- 
der; but  famine  and  sickness  tormented  the  city, 
and  on  the  6th  of  December,  ammunition  having 
arrived,  the  suburb  of  Marina,  that  of  Girondella, 
the  fort  of  Calvary,  and  all  the  other  towers  be- 
yond the  walls  were  carried  by  the  besiegers. 
Alvarez,  thus  confined  to  the  circuit  of  the  walls, 
was  cut  off  from  the  Capuchin  and  Constable  forts. 
He  had  been  ill  for  some  days,  yet  rousing  himself 
for  a  last  effort,  made  a  general  sally  on  the  7th, 
retodt  the  suburb  of  Girondella  and  the  redoubts, 
and  opening  a  way  to  the  outworks  of  the  Con- 
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®2j^   stable,  carried  off  the  garrison ;  the  next  day  over- 


come  by  suffering  he  became  delirious.  A  council 
i>ec/  of  war  then  assembled,  and  after  six  months  of 
open  trenches  Oerona  yielded  on  the  10th.  The 
garrison  marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war, 
the  troops  were  to  be  exchanged  in  due  course,  the 
inhabitants  were  to  be  respected,  and  none  but  sol- 
diers were  to  be  considered  prisoners.  Such  was 
the  termination  of  a  defence  which  eclipsed  the 
glory  of  Zaragoza. 

French  and  Spanish  writers  alike,  affirm,  that 
Augereau  treated  Alvarez  with  a  rigour  and  con- 
tumely which  excited  every  person's  indignation ;  and 
that  in  violation  of  the  capitulation  the  monks  were, 
under  an  especial  order  of  Napoleon,  sent  to  France. 
This  last  accusation  admits  however  of  dispute. 
The  monks  during  the  siege,  had  formed  themselves 
into  a  regular  corps  named  the  Crusaders;  they 
were  disciplined  and  clothed  in  a  sort  of  uniform, 
and  being  to  all  intents  soldiers,  it  can  hardly  be 
said,  that  to  constitute  them  prisoners  was  a  violation, 
although  it  might  be  a  harsh  interpretation  of  the 
capitulation. 

Alvarez  died  at  Figueras  in  his  way  to  France, 
but  so  long  as  virtue  and  courage  are  esteemed  in 
the  world,  his  name  will  be  held  in  veneration  ;  and 
if  Augereau  forgot  what  was  due  to  this  gallant 
Spaniard's  merit,  posterity  will  not  forget  to  do 
justice  to  both. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

V.  In  this  siege,  the  constancy  with  which  the 
Geronans  bore  the  most  terrible  sufferings  accounts 
for  the  protracted  resistance ;  yet  constancy  alone 
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could  not  have  enaMed  them  to  defy  the  re^lar  ^Jj^**- 
progress  of  the  engineer,  the  combinations  of  sci-  — jjjj — 
enceare  not  to  be  defied  with  impunity  ;    but  the 
French  combinations  were  not  scientific,  and  this, 
saving  the  right  of  Grerona  to  the  glory  she  earned 
80  hardly,  was  the  secret  of  the  defence. 

2^  General  St.   Cyr,   after  observing  that  the 
attack  on  Mootjouic  was  ill  judged  and  worse  exe- 
cated,  says,   ^'  The  principal    approaches   should 
have  been  conducted  against  the  Marcadel,  because 
the  soil  there  was  easy  to  work  in,  full  of  natural 
hollows  and  clifts^  and  the  defences  open  in  flank 
and  rear  to  batteries  on  the  Monte  Livio  and  the 
Casen  Rocca;    but  on   the    side    of    Montjouic, 
the  approaches,  from  the  rocky  nature  of  the  soil, 
could  only  be  carried  forward  by  the  flying  sap 
with  great  loss  and  difficulty."     If,  however,  the 
Marcadel  had  fallen,  the  greatest  part  of  the  city 
would  still  have   been  covered  by  the  Ona  and 
Montjouic,  and  the  forts  of  the  Constable  and  Ca- 
pachin,  r^^lar  places  complete  in  themselves,  would 
have  remained  to  be  taken,  unless  it  can  be  sup- 
posed, that  a  governor,  who  defended  the  feeble 
walls  of  the  town  after  those  outworks  fell»  would 
have  surrendered  all  because    a    lodgement  was 
luade  in  an   isolated  quarter.     These  things  are 
however  ordinarily  doubtful,  and  certainly  it  must 
always  be  a  great  matter  with  a  general  to  raise  the 
moral  confidence  of  his  own  army,  and  to  sink  that 
of  his  adversary,  even  though  it  should  be  by  a 
momentary  and  illusive  success. 

3®.  The  faulty  execution  of  the  attack  on 
Montjomc  is  less  doubtful  than  the  choice  of  direc- 
tion. The  cessation  of  the  breaching  fire  for  four 
days  previous  to  the  assault,  and  the  disregard  of 
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"IJpK  the  rules  of  art  already  noticed,  amply  account  for 
-  failure ;  and  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  this  failure 
caused  the  delay  of  a  whole  month  in  the  progress 
of  the  siege ;  that  during  that  month  disease  in- 
vaded the  army,  ^nd  the  soldiers,  as  they  will  be 
found  to  do  in  all  protracted  operations,  became 
careless  and  disinclined  to  the  labours  of  the  trenches. 

4"".  The  assault  on  the  body  of  the  place  was  not 
better  conducted  than  that  against  Montjouic ;  and 
considering  these  facts,  together  with  the  jealousy 
and  disputes  between  the  generals,  the  mixture 
of  Germans,  Italians,  and  French  in  the  army, 
the  maladministration  of  the  hospitals,  by  which 
so  many  men  were  lost  and  so  many  more  kept 
from  their  duty,  it  is  rather  surprising  that  Grerona 
was  taken  at  all. 

5^.  The  foregoing  conclusions  in  no  wise  affect 
the  merits  of  the  besieged,  because  the  difficulties 
and  errors  of  their  adversaries  only  prolonged  their 
misery.  They  fought  bravely,  they  endured  un- 
heard-of sufferings  with  constancy,  and  their  refu- 
sal to  accept  the  armistice  offered  by  Augereau,  is 
as  noble  and  affecting  an  instance  of  virtue  as  any 
that  history  has  recorded.  Yet  how  mixed  are  good 
and  evil  principles  in  man,  how  dependent  .upon 
accidental  circumstances  is  the  development  of  his 
noble  or  base  qualities !  Alvarez,  so  magnanimous, 
so  firm,  so  brave,  so  patriotic  at  Gerona,  was  the 
same  Alvarez  who  one  year  before  surrendered  the 
Barcelona  Montjouic  at  the  insolent  summons  of 
Duhesme  !  The  influence  of  a  base  court  had 
then  degraded  public  feeling  and  what  was  weak 
in  his  character  came  to  the  surface,  but  in  times 
more  congenial  to  virtuous  sentiments  all  the  no- 
bility of  the  man's  nature  broke  forth. 
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6*^.  When  the  siege  of  GeroDa  is  contrasted  with  ^f^^' 
that  of  Zaragoza,  it  may  shake  the  opinion  of  those  ' 

who  regard  the  wild  hostility  of  the  multitude  as 
superior  to  the  regulated  warfare  of  soldiers. 
The  number  of  enemies  who  came  against  the 
latter  was  rather  less  than  those  who  came 
against  the  former  city;  the  regular  garrison  of 
Zaiagoza  was  above  thirty  thousand,  that  of  Ge- 
rona  about  three  thousand.  The  armed  multitude 
in  the  one  amounted  to  at  least  twenty-five  thou- 
sand, in  the  other  they  were  less  than  six  thousand. 
Cruelty  and  murder  marked  every  step  in  the  de- 
fence of  Zaragoza ;  the  most  horrible  crimes  were 
necessary  to  prolong  the  resistance;  above  forty 
thousand  persons  perished  miserably,  and  the  town 
was  taken  within  three  months.  In  Gerona  there 
was  nothing  to  blush  for ;  the  fighting  was  more 
successful,  the  actual  loss  inflicted  upon  the  enemy 
greater,  the  suffering  within  the  walls  neither  wan- 
tonly produced  nor  useless  ;  the  period  of  its  resist- 
ance doubled  that  of  Zaragoza,  and  every  proceeding 
tended  to  raise  instead  of  sinking  the  dignity  of 
human  nature.  There  was  less  of  brutal  rule,  more 
of  reason,  and  consequently  more  real  heroism, 
more  success  at  the  moment,  and  a  better  example 
given  to  excite  the  emulation  of  generous  men. 

7*.  With  reference  to  the  general  posture  of 
afiairs,  the  fall  of  Gerona  was  a  reproach  to  the 
Spanish  and  English  cabinets.  The  latter  having 
agents  in  Catalonia,  and  such  a  man  as  lord  Col- 
lingwood  in  the  Mediterranean  to  refer  to,  were 
yet  so  ignorant,  or  so  careless  of  what  was  essential 
to  the  success  of  the  war,  as  to  let  Gerona  struggle 
for  six  months,  when  half  the  troops  employed  by 
sir  John  Stuart  to  alarm  Naples,  if  carried  to  the 
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^^^^  coast  of  Catalonia  and  landed  at  Palamos,  would 
jjjog  have  raised  the  siege.  It  was  not  necessary  that 
this  army  should  have  been  equipped  for  a  cam- 
paign, a  single  march  would  have  effected  the 
object.  An  engineer  and  a  few  thousand  pounds 
would  have  rendered  Palamos  a  formidable  post, 
and  that  place  being  occupied  by  English  troops, 
and  supported  by  a  fleet,  greater  means  than  tlie 
French  could  have  collected  in  1809,  would  not 
have  reduced  Gerona.  The  Catalans  indeed  were 
not  more  tractable  nor  more  disposed  than  others  to 
act  cordially  with  their  allies ;  but  the  natural  ste- 
rility of  the  country,  the  condensed  manufacturing 
population,  the  number  of  strong  posts  and  large 
fortified  towns  in  their  possession,  and  still  more, 
the  long  and  difficult  lines  of  communication  which 
the  French  must  have  guarded  for  the  passage  of 
their  convoys,  would  have  rendered  the  invaders' 
task  most  difficult. 

8^  From  the  commencement  of  the  Spanish  in- 
surrection, the  policy  of  the  Valencians  had  been 
characterised  by  a  singular  indifference  to  the  cala- 
mities that  overwhelmed  the  other  parts  of  Spain. 
The  local  Junta  in  that  province,  not  content  with 
asserting  their  own  exclusive  authority,  imagined 
it  possible  to  maintain  Valencia  independent, 
even  though  the  rest  of  the  Peninsula  should  be 
conquered;  hence  the  siege  of  Zaragoza  passed 
unheeded,  and  the  suffering  of  Gerona  made  no 
impression  on  them.  With  a  regular  army  of  above 
ten  thousand  men,  more  than  thirty  thousand  armed 
irregulars,  and  a  large  fleet  at  Carthagena,  the  go- 
vernors of  this  rich  province,  so  admirably  situated 
for  offensive  operations,  never  even  placed  the  for- 
tified towns  of  their  own  frontier  in  a  state  of  de- 
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fence,  and  carelessly  beheld  the  seventh  and  third  ^^j^^- 
corps  gradually  establishing,  at  the  distance  of  a  — — — 
few  days'  march  from  Valencia  itself,  two  solid  bases 
for  further  invasion !  But  it  is  now  time  to  revert 
to  the  operations  of  the  "  Central  Supreme  Junta" 
that  it  may  be  fully  understood  how  the  patriotism, 
the  constancy,  the  lives  and  the  fortunes  of  the 
Spanish  people,  were  sported  with  by  those  who 
had  so  unhappily  acquired  a  momentary  power 
in  the  Peninsula. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

BOOK        When  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  retired  to  the  fron- 

'- —  tier  of  Portugal,  the  calumnies  propagated  in  Anda* 

sepu  lusia,  relative  to  the  cause  of  that  movement,  were 
so  far  successful  that  no  open  revolt  took  place ; 
but  the  public  hatred  being  little  diminished,  a 
design  was  formed  to  establish  a  better  government, 
as  a  preliminary  to  which,  measures  were  secretly 
taken  to  seize  the  members  of  the  Junta,  and  trans- 
port them  to  Manilla.  The  old  Junta  of  Seville 
being  the  chief  movers  of  this  sedition  no  good 
could  be  expected  from  the  change,  otherwise,  such 
an  explosion,  although  sure  to  be  attended  with 
slaughter  and  temporary  confusion,  was  not  un- 
likely to  prove  advantageous  to  the  nation  at  large, 
it  being  quite  obvious  that  some  violent  remedy 
was  wanting  to  purge  off  the  complicated  disorders 
of  the  state. 

'*  Spain,''  said  lord  Wellesley,  "  has  proved  un- 
^^  true  to  our  alliance  because  she  is  untrue  to 
•*  herself" — "  Until  some  great  change  shall  be 
"  effected  in  the  conduct  of  the  military  resources  of 
"  Spain,  and  in  the  state  of  her  armies,  no  British 
"  army  can  attempt  safely  to  co-operate  with  Spanish 
"  troops  in  the  territories  of  Spain.'' — "  No  alliance 
"  can  protect  her  from  the  results  of  internal  dis- 
"  orders  and  national  infirmity." 

The  evident  discontent  of  the  British  ambassador 
led  the  conspirators  to  impart  their  designs  to  him, 
in  the  hopes  of  assistance ;  but  he  being  accredited 
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to  the  existing   government,    apprised   it  of  the   ^"y  *"* 
danger,  concealing,  however,  with  due  regard  to— ^^^^^ — 
humanity,  the  names  of  those  engaged  in  the  plot.     sept. 
The  Junta,  in  great  alarm,  immediately  sought  to 
mitigate  the  general  hatred  ;    yet  still  averse  to     « 
sacrificing  any  power  projected  a  counter  scheme. 
They  had,  for  the  public  good  according  to  some, 
fdr  private  emolument  according  to  others,  hitherto 
permitted  trading  under  licenses  with  the  towns 
occupied  by  the  enemy.     This  regulation  and  some 
peculiarly  heavy  exactions  they  now  rescinded,  and, 
as  a  final  measure  of  conciliation,  appointed,  with 
•  many  protestations  of  patriotism,  commissioners  to 
prepare  a  scheme  of  government  which   should 
serve  until  the  fit  period  for  convoking  the  Cortes 
arrived. 

But  the  commissioners,  principally  chosen  from 
amongst  the  members  of  the  Junta,  soon  made 
manifest  the  real  designs  of  that  body.  They  pro- 
posed that  five  persons  should  form  a  supreme 
executive  council,  every  member  of  the  existing 
Junta  to  have  in  rotation  a  place ;  the  colonies  to 
be  represented  as  an  integral  part  of  the  empire ; 
the  council,  so  composed,  to  rule  until  the  Cortes 
should  meet,  and  then  to  preside  in  that  assembly. 
Thus  under  the  pretence  of  resigning  their  power, 
by  a  simple  change  of  form,  the  present  and  the 
future  authority  of  the  Junta  were  to  be  confirmed, 
and  even  the  proposal  in  favour  of  the  colonies, 
was,  following  the  opinion  of  lord  Wellesley,  a 
mere  expedient  to  obtain  a  momentary  popularity, 
and  entirely  unconnected  with  enlarged  or  liberal 
^ews  of  policy  and  government. 

This  project  was  foiled  by  Romana.  Being  of 
the  commission  he  dissented  from  his  colleagues ; 
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^ix.^   and  it  was  on  this  occasion  that  he  drew  up  that 

—^ — accusatory  paper,  quoted  in  another  part  of  this 

^Octoijir.  History.  Yet  the  bad  acts  therein  specified  although 

p.  348.     '  sufficiently  heinous  were  not  the  only  charges  made 

'    at  this  period.     It  was  objected  that  the  members 

generally  were  venal  in  their  patronage,  difficult 

of  access,    and  insolent  of  demeanour ;    and  that 

some  amongst  them  having  as  merchants  contracted 

for  supplying  the  army,  did  in  their  public  capacity 

raise  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  treasury  for  the 

articles. 

Romana  proposed  a  council  of  regency,  to  be 
composed  of  five  persons,  not  members  of  the  Junta. 
It  was  to  be  assisted  by  a  fresh  chosen  Junta, 
also  composed  of  five  members  and  a  procurator- 
general,  and  to  be  styled  **  The  Permanent  Deputa- 
tion  of  the  Realm"  One  of  this  body  to  be  a  South 
American,  and  the  whole  to  represent  the  Cortes, 
until  the  meeting  of  that  assembly,  which  he 
thought  could  not  be  too  soon.  His  plan,  intro*- 
duced  by  misplaced  declarations  in  favour  of  arbi- 
trary power,  and  terminated  by  others  equally  strong 
in  favour  of  civil  liberty,  was  not  well  considered. 
The  **  Permanent  Deputation"  being  to  represent 
the  Cortes,  it  was  obvious  that  it  must  possess  the 
right  of  controlling  the  Regency ;  but  the  numbers 
and  dignity  of  both  being  equal,  and  their  interests 
opposed,  it  was  as  obvious  that  a  struggle  would 
commence,  in  which  the  latter,  having  the  sole  dis- 
tribution of  honours  and  emoluments,  could  not  fail 
to  conquer  and  no  Cortes  would  be  assembled. 

Some  time  before  this,  when  the  terror  caused  by 
sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  retreat  from  Spain  was  fresh, 
Don  Martin  de  Garay  had  applied  to  lord  Welles- 
ley  for  advice  as  to  the  best  form  of  government ; 
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that  nobleman  recommended  a  "  Council  of  Re-' ^f^^* 
gerny^^  and  like  Romana  he  also  proposed  a  second  — — — 
council;  but  with  this  essential  difference^  that  the  0ctoW« 
latter  were  only  to  arrange  the  details  for  electing 
the  members  of  Cortes,  a  proclamation  for  the  con- 
Tocation  of  which  was  to  be  immediately  published, 
together  with  a  list  of  grievances,  **  a  Bill  of  Rights  " 
founded  on  an  enlarged  conciliatory  policy,  and 
having  equal  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  colonies 
as  for  those  of  the  mother  country.     Garay  ap- 
proved of  this   advice  while  danger  menaced  the 
Junta ;  but  when  the  arrangement  for  the  command 
of  the  armies  had  been  completed,    and  the  first 
excitement  had  subsided,  his  solicitude  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  government  ceased.     It  must, 
however  be  acknowledged,  that  lord  Wellesley  con- 
demned the  existing  system  as  much  for  its  demo- 
cratic form  as  for  its  inefficiency:    the  English 
cabinet  never  forgot  that  they  were  the  champions 
of  privilege,  nor,  that  the  war  was,  essentially,  less 
for  the  defence  of  Spain  than  the  upholding  of  the 
aristocratic  system  of  Europe. 

To  evade  Romana  s  proposition,  the  Junta,  on 
the  28th  of  October,  announced  that  .the  National 
Cortes  should  be  convoked  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1810,  and  assembled  for  business  on  the  1st  of 
March  following.  Having  thus  in  some  measure 
met  the  public  wishes,  they  joined  to  this  announce- 
ment a  virulent  attack  on  the  project  of  a  Regency, 
affirming,  and  not  without  some  foundation  as 
regarded  Romana's  plan,  that  such  a  government 
would  disgust  the  colonies,  trample  on  the  king's 
rights,  and  would  never  assemble  the  Cortes ; 
moreover  that  it  would  soon  be  corrupted  by  the 
Preach.    Then  enlarging  on  their  own  merits  in 
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^ix^   a  turgid  declamatory  style,  tbey  defended  their 


past  conduct  by  a  tissue  of  misrepresentations, 
October,  which  deccivcd  nobody;  for  to  use  the  words  of 
lord  Wellesley,  "  no  plan  had  been  adapted  for  any 
"  effectual  redress  of  grievances^  correction  of  abuses, 
"  or  relief  from  enactions;  and  the  administration 
"  of  justice,  the  regulation  of  revenue,  finance,  com- 
"  merce,  the  security  of  persons  and  property,  and 
"  every  other  great  branch  of  government  were  as 
•*  defective  as  the  military  establishments^' 

However,  the  promise  of  assembling  the  Cortes 
sufficed  to  lull  the  public  wrath;  and  the  Junta 
resolved  to  recommence  offensive  military  opera- 
tions, which  they  fondly  imagined  would,  at  once, 
crush  the  enemy  and  firmly  establish  their  own 
popularity  and  power.     They  were  encouraged  by 
a  false  but  general  impression  throughout  Anda- 
lusia,   that  Austria  had  broken   off   negotiations 
with   France ;    meanwhile  fresh   levies,    raised  in 
Estremadura  and  Andalusia,  were  incorporated  with 
the  remains  of  Cuesta's  old  army ;  the  whole  form- 
ing a  body  of  more  than  sixty  thousand  soldiers, 
of  which  nearly  ten  thousand  were  cavalry.     Nor 
was  the  assembling  and  equipment  of  this  force  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty ;  for  owing  to  the  feeble 
resistance  made  against  the  invaders,  the  war  had 
hitherto  drawn  so  little  on  the  population  that  the 
poorer  sort  never  evaded  a  call  for  personal  service ; 
and  the  enormous  accumulation  of  English  stores 
and  money  at  Cadiz  and  Seville  were  sufficient  for 
every  exigency. 

In  October  Eguia  advanced  with  this  army  a 
short  way  into  La  Mancha ;  but  when  the  French, 
unwilling  to  lose  the  resources  of  that  fertile  pro- 
vince, made  a  movement  towards  him,  he  regained 
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the  Sierra  Morena,  taking  post  first  at  St  Elena   ^^^p- 
and  finally  at  La  Carolina.     The  first  and  fourth 


1809. 

corps  then  occupied  the  whole  of  La  Mancha,  with  October, 
advanced  posts  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains ;  the 
second  and  fifth  corps  were  established  in  the  vaU 
ley  of  the  Tagus  and  at  Toledo ;  the  reserve  at 
Madrid.  During  these  movements,  Bassecour,  who 
coHimanded  in  Estremadura,  detached  the  prince 
of  Anglona  with  eight  hundred  horsemen  to  rein- 
force the  duke  Del  Parque,  and  then  quartered  the 
rest  of  his  forces  behind  the  Guadiana.  In  the  latter 
end  of  October,  there  were  sixty  thousand  men, 
under  Eg^ift,  covering  Seville  by  the  line  of  La 
Mancha;  ten  thousand  under  Bassecour  on  the 
line  of  Estremadura ;  six  thousand  employed  as 
guards  to  the  Junta  and  in  the  service  of  the  depots 
behind  the  Morena. 

In  the  north,  the  Spanish  army  of  the  left  was 
concentrated  near  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  For  when 
Beresford  marched  down  the  Portuguese  frontier 
to  the  Tagus,  the  duke  Del  Parque,  reinforced 
with  the  eight  hundred  cavalry  from  Estremadura, 
and  with  the  Gkllician  divisions  of  Mendizabel 
and  Carrera,  amounting  to  thirteen  thousand  men, 
completely  equipped  from  English  stores  brought 
out  to  Coruna  in  July,  made  a  movement  into  the 
nigged  country  about  the  Sierra  de  Francia,  and 
sent  his  scouting  parties  as  far  as  Bancs.  At  the 
same  time  general  Santocildes,  marching  from  Lugo 
with  two  thousand  men,  took  possession  of  Astorga 
and  menaced  the  rear  of  the  sixth  corps,  which 
after  forcing  the  pass  of  Bafios,  had  been  quartered  seeVoi.ii. 
between  the  Tormes  and  the  Esla.  In  this  situa-  ^'  ^' 
tioD,  a  French  detachment  attempted  to  surprize 
one  of  the  gates  of  Astorga^    but  were  repulsed. 
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BOOK  Soon  afterwards  Ballesteros^  having  again  collected 
•  about  eight  thousand  men  in  the  Asturias  and  armed 


1809. 

octobw.  and  equipped  them  from  the  English  stores,  came 
down  to  Astorga,  crossed  the  Esia  and  attempted 
to  storm  Zamora.  Failing  in  this,  he  entered  Por- 
tugal by  the  road  of  Miranda  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  join  the  duke  Del  Parque.  Thus  the  old 
armies  of  Grallicia  and  the  Asturias  being  broken 
up,  those  provinces  were  ordered  to  raise  fresh 
forces;  but  there  was  in  Gallicia  a  general  dis- 
position to  resist  the  authority  of  the  Central 
Junta. 

Del  Parque,  eager  to  act  against  the  sixth  corps, 
had  demanded  in  September,  through  Perez  Castro 
the  Spanish  envoy  at  Lisbon,  that  the  Portugu^e 
army  should  join  him.  The  demand  was  referred 
to  sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  who  gave  it  a  decided 
negative,  grounding  his  refusal  upon  reasons  which 
I  shall  insert  at  large,  as  giving  a  clear  and  in- 
teresting view  of  the  military  state  of  affairs  at  this 
period. 
uitcrfrom  "  The  eucmy,  he  said,  were  superior  to  the  allies, 
letioT^SDU  including  those  which  Beresford  might  bring  into 
MS.  '  the  field,  not  only  in  numbers,  but  (adverting  to  the 
composition  of  the  Spanish  armies,  the  want  of 
cavalry  in  some,  of  artillery  in  others,  of  clothing, 
ammunition,  and  arms,  and  the  deficiency  of  dis- 
cipline in  all)  superior  in  efiiciency  even  to  a 
greater  degree  than  in  numbers.  These  circum- 
stances, and  the  absolute  deficiency  in  means,  were 
the  causes  why,  after  a  great  victory  at  Talavera, 
the  armies  had  been  obliged  to  recur  to  the  de- 
fensive, and  nothing  had  altered  for  the  better 
since. 

''  But,  besides  these  considerations,  the  enemy 
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enjoyed  peculiar  advantages  from  his  central  posi-  ^^y^' 
tion,  which  enabled  him  to  frustrate  the  duke  Del  - 


1809. 

Parque's  intended  operations.  He  could  march  a  October, 
part  or  the  whole  of  his  forces  to  any  quarter, 
whereas  the  operation  of  the  different  corps  of  the 
allies  must  necessarily  be  isolated,  and  each  for  a 
time  exposed  to  defeat  Thus  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  throwing  himself  upon  the 
duke  Del  Parque  and  Beresford,  with  the  corps  of 
Ney  which  was  at  Salamanca,  of  Soult,  which  was 
at  Plasencia,  and  with  the  force  under  Kellerman, 
which  was  near  Valladolid,  in  which  case,  even  if 
he,  sir  Arthur,  had  the  inclination,  he  had  not 
the  means  of  marching  in  time  to  save  them  from 
destruction. 

"  In  the  same  manner  the  British  army,  if  it 
took  an  advanced  position,  would  be  liable  to  a 
fatal  disaster  ;  so  likewise  would  the  Spanish  army 
of  La  Mancha.  It  followed  then,  that  if  any  one 
of  these  armies  made  a  forward  movement,  the 
whole  must  co-operate  or  the  single  force  in  activity 
would  be  ruined;  but  the  relative  efficiency  and 
strength  of  the  hostile  forces,  as  laid  down  in  the 
commencement  of  the  argument,  forbad  a  general 
co-operation  with  any  hopes  of  solid  success ;  and 
the  only  consequence  that  could  follow  would  be, 
that,  after  a  battle  or  two,  some  brilliant  actions 
performed  by  a  part,  and  some  defeats  sustained  by 
others,  and  afler  the  loss  of  many  valuable  officers 
and  soldiers,  the  allies  would  be  forced  again  to 
resume  those  defensive  positions  which  they  ought 
never  to  have  cfuitted. 

"  Satisfied  that  this  was  the  only  just  view  of 
affairs,  he,  although  prepared  to  make  an  effort  to 
prevent  Ciudad    Rodrigo    from   falling    into    the 
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enemy's  hands,  was  resolved  not  to  give  the  duke 
jg^     Del  Parqu^  any  assistance  to  maintain  his  former 
October,  position,  and  he  advised  the  Portuguese  government, 
not  to  risk  Beresford's  army  in  a  situation  vrhich 
could  only  lead  to  mischief.     The  proposed  opera- 
tion of  the  duke  Del  Parque  was  not  the  mode  to 
save  Ciudad  Rodrigo.     The  only  effectual  one  was 
to   post  himself  in   such  a  situation  as  that  the 
enemy  could  not  attack  and  defeat  him  without  a 
long  previous  preparation,  which  would  give  time 
for  aid  to  arrive,  and  a  march  in  which  the  enemy 
himself  might  be  exposed  to  defeat     To  expose 
those  troops   to  defeat  which  were  ultimately  to 
co-operate  in  defence  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  was  not 
the  way  of  preventing  the  success  of  an  attempt 
on  that  fortress.    The  best  way  was  to  place  the 
Spanish  force  in  such  a  post  that  it  could  not  be 
attacked    without   risk   to   the  enemy,    and  from 
whence  it  could  easily  co-operate  with  the  other 
corps,  which  must  be  put  in  motion  if  Ciudad  was 
to  be  saved ;  and  although  he  would  not  take  upon 
himself  to  point  out  the  exact  position  which  the 
duke  Del  Parque  ought  to  occupy,  he  was  certain 
that  in  his  present  forward  one,  although  joined 
by  Beresford  he  could  not  avoid  defeat.     Ciudad 
Rodrigo  would  be  lost,  and  other  misfortunes  would 
follow,  none  of  which  could  occur  under  any  other 
probable  or  even  possible  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances.     In  fine,    he  had  long  been  of  opinion 
the  war  must  necessarily  be  defensive  on  the  part 
of  the  allies,  and  Portugal  at  least,  if  not  Spain, 
ought  to  avail  herself  of  the  short  period  which 
the  enemy  seemed  disposed  to  leave  her  in  tran- 
quillity, to  organize  and  equip  and  discipline  her 
armies.     Those  objects  could  not  be  accomplished. 
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ualess  the  troops  were  kept  quiet,  and  yet  they  ^J^^- 
were  much  more  important  to  all  parties  than  any  —^ — 
desultory  successful  operations  against  the  French  ooobiir. 
troops  about  Salamanca;    but  any  success    was 
doubtful  and  certain  to  be  temporary,  because  the 
enemy  would  immediately  collect  in  numbers  sufE* 
cient  to  crush  the  allies,  who  must  then  return, 
having  failed  in  their  object,  lost  a  number  of  men, 
and  what  was  worse,  time  which  would  have  been 
more  usefully  employed  in  preparing  for  a  great 
and  well  combined  effort." 

This  reasoning,  solid,  clear,  convincing,  made  no 
impression  upon  the  Spanish  Junta  or  their  general. 
Castro  replied  to  it,  by  demanding  a  positive  and 
definitive  answer,  as  to  when  the  Portuguese  army 
would  be  in  a  condition  to  co-operate  with  the 
Spaniards  in  the  Spanish  territories.  **  fVhen  there  fj,^-,^*'- 
is  a  Spanish  army  with  which  the  Portt4gu€se  can  corre»p<m- 
c(H)p€ratc  an  some  defined  plan,  which  all  parties  ^o*"  m- 
tviU  have  the  means ^  and  will  engage  to  carry  into  ^^^^^^^ 
ejpecutian  as  far  as  any  person  can  engage  to  carry 
into  exectition  a  military  operation''  "  When  means 
shall  be  pointed  out,  and  jixed,  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  Portuguese  troops  while  they  remain  in  Spain, 
so  that  they  may  not  starve,  and  be  obliged  to  retire 
for  want  of  food  as  was  the  case  when  lately  in  that 
country''  "  When  decided  answers  shall  be  given 
upon  those  points,  1  shall  be  enabled  to  tell  the 
governors  of  Portugal  that  their  excellencies  have 
an  army  in  a  state  to  be  sent  into  Spain."  Thus  sir 
Arthur  replied,  and  the  duke  Del  Parque  com- 
menced operations  by  himself. 

To  favour  the  junction  of  Ballesteros,  his  first 
movement  was  towards  Ledesma,  but  general  Mar- 
chand  drawing  together  at  Salamanca,  eleven  thou* 
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^^  sand  men  and  fourteen  guns,  marched  to  meet  him, 
^gjjg —  whereupon,  without  having  effected  his  junction,  he 

oecober.  f^u  }ye^li  to  Tamamos,  and  took  post  on  the  side  of 
a  mountain  of  remarkable  strength.  There  he 
awaited  the  enemy  with  a  thousand  cavalry  and 
twenty  thousand  infantry,  of  which  the  Gallicians 
only  could  be  accounted  experienced  soldiers. 


BATTLE   OF   TABCAME8. 

General  Losada  commanded  the  Spanish  right, 
count  Belvidere  the  reserve,  Martin  Carrera  the 
left,  which  being  on  the  most  accessible  part  of  the 
mountain  was  covered  and  flanked  by  the  cavalry. 
Marchand,  desirous  of  fighting  before  Ballest^os 
could  arrive,  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain  early 
on  the  18th,  and  immediately  fell  upon  Del  Parque's 
left.  The  Spanish  cavalry  fled  rather  hastily,  their 
infantry,  surprised  in  the  midst  of  an  evolution  by 
the  French  horsemen,  were  thrown  into  disorder, 
and  the  artillery  was  taken.  Carrera,  Mendizabel, 
and  the  duke,  rallied  the  troops  on  the  higher 
ground,  reinforced  them  from  the  reserve,  and 
coming  down  with  a  fresh  impetus,  recovered  the 
guns,  and  discomfited  the  French  with  the  loss  of 
an  eagle,  one  cannon,  and  several  hundred  men. 
During  this  brilliant  combat  on  the  left,  the  right 
and  centre  were  felt  by  the  French  skirmishers,  but 
the  ground  was  too  strong  to  make  any  impression. 
Marchand,  seeing  his  men  repulsed  in  all  quarters 
with  loss,  and  fearing  to  be  enclosed  by  Ballesteros 
in  that  disordered  state,  then  retreated  to  Sala- 
manca. 

Del  Parque  did  not  venture  to  follow  up  his  vic- 
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tory  until  the  2l8t,  when,  being  joined  by  Balles-  ^^^f* 
teros,  he  pushed  with  nearly  thirty  thousand  men~'"^[j^^^ — 
for  Ledesma,  crossed  the  Tonnes  on  the  23d,  turned  October. 
Salamanca  by  a  night  march,   and   early  in  the 
morning  of  the  24th  crowned  the  heights  of  San 
Cristoval  in  rear  of  that  city,    hoping  to  cut  off 
Marchand*s  retreat ;  but  that  general  had  timely  in- 
formation, and   was   already  at  Toro  behind   the 
Douro.     Meanwhile,  the  news  of  the  defeat  at  Ta- 
mames   reached  Madrid,   Dessolle's    division   was 
detached  through  the  Puerto  Rico  to  reinforce  the 
sixth  corps,  and  Kellerman  was  directed  to  advance 
from  Valladolid   and   take   the   command  of   the 
whole. 

When  the  duke  Del  Parque  heard  of  this  rein- 
forcement, he  fell  back,  not  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  but 
by  the  way  of  Alba  de  Tormes  to  Bejar,  which 
latter  place  he  reached  on  the  8th  of  November. 
And  while  these  events  were  taking  place  in  Cas- 
tile, the  Central  Junta,  having  finally  concocted 
dieir  schemes,  were  commencing  an  enterprise  of 
unparalleled  rashness  on  the  side  of  La  Mancha. 


VOL.  in.  F 
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CHAPTER  V. 

.  'S?.*^        ^^  *^^  arrangement  of  warlike  affairs  difficulties 
—  are  always  overlooked  by  the  Spaniardsi  who  are 

October,  carried  on  from  one  phantasy  to  another  so  swiftly, 
that  the  first  conception  of  an  enterprise  is  imme- 
diately followed  by  a  confident  anticipation  of  com- 
plete success;  this  continues  until  the  hour  of 
battle,  but  then  when  it  might  be  of  use  generally 
abandons  them.  Now  the  Central  Junta,  haying, 
to  deceive  the  people,  affirmed  that  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  had  retreated  to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal 
at  the  very  moment  when  the  French  might  have 
been  driven  to  the  Pyrenees,  came  very  soon  to 
believe  this  their  own  absurd  calumny,  and  resolved 
to  send  the  army  at  Carolina  headlong  against 
Madrid  :  nay,  such  was  their  pitch  of  confidence, 
that,  forenaming  the  civil  and  military  authorities, 
they  arranged  a  provisionary  system  for  the  future 
administration  of  the  capital,  and  with  a  care, 
which  they  denied  to  the  army  that  was  to  put 
them  in  possession. 

Eguia  was  considered  unfit  to  conduct  this  enter- 
prise, and  Alburquerque  was  distasteful  to  the 
Junta ;  wherefore,  casting  their  eyes  upon  general 
Areizaga,  they  chose  him,  though  his  only  recom- 
mendation was,  that  at  the  petty  battle  of  Alcanitz 
Blake  noticed  his  courage.  He  was  then  at  Lerida, 
but  reached  La  Carolina  in  the  latter  end  of  Oc- 
tober, and  being  of  a  quick  lively  turn  and  as 
confident  as  the  Junta  could  desire,  readily  under- 
took to  drive  the  French  from  Madrid. 
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This  movement  was  to  commence  early  in  No-  ^^/^' 


vember,  and  at  first,  only  Villa  Caropa  with  the-^-j^jj — 
bands  from  Aragon,  were  to  assist.  But  when  not. 
Areizaga,  after  meeting  the  enemy,  began  to  lose 
confidence,  the  duke  of  Alburquerque,  successor  to 
Bassecour  in  Estremadura,  received  instructions  to 
cause  a  diversion  by  marching  on  Araiobispo  and 
Talavera  de  la  Reyna;  the  duke  Del  Parque, 
coming  by  the  pass  of  Banos,  was  to  join  him 
there ;  and  thus  nearly  ninety  thousand  men  were 
to  be  put  in  motion  against  Madrid,  precisely  on 
that  plan  which  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  had  just  de* 
nounced  as  certain  to  prove  disastrous.  Indeed 
every  chance  was  so  much  in  favour  of  the  French, 
that  taking  into  consideration  the  solid  reasons  for 
remaining  on  the  defensive,  Areizaga's  irruption 
may  be  regarded  as  an  extreme  example  of  military 
rashness;  and  the  project  of  uniting  Del  Parque's 
forces  with  Alburquerque's,  at  Ta)avera,  was  also 
certain  to  feiil ;  because,  the  enemy's  masses  were 
already  in  possession  of  the  point  of  junction,  and 
the  sixth  corps  could  fall  on  Del  Parque's  rear. 

Partly  to  deceive  the  enemy,  partly  because  they 
would  never  admit  of  any  opposition  to  a  favourite 
scheme,  the  Junta  spread  a  report  that  the  British 
army  was  to  co-operate,  and  permitted  Areizaga  to 
inarch  under  the  impression  that  it  was  so.  Nothing 
could  be  more  untrue.  Sir  Arthur  Weliesley,  being  Appendix, 
at  this  period  at  Seville,  held  repeated  conversations  s^on  i. 
with  the  Spanish  ministers  and  the  members  of  the 
Junta,  and  reiterating  all  his  former  objections  to 
offensive  operations,  warned  his  auditors  that  the 
project  in  question  was  peculiarly  ill-judged,  and 
would  end  in  the  destruction  of  their  army.     But 

f2 
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^^^  the  Spanish  ministers,  far  from  attending  to  his 
— — —  advice,  did  not  even  officially  inform  him  of  Arei- 
November  zaga's  march  until  the  18th  of  November,  the  very 
day  before  the  fatal  termination  of  the  campaign* 
Yet,  on  the  16th  they  had  repeated  their  demand 
for  assistance,  and  with  a  vehemence,  deaf  to  reason, 
required  that  the  British  should  instantly  co-operate 
with  Alburquerque  and  Del  Parque's  forces.  Sir 
Arthur,  however,  firm  to  his  first  views,  never  gave 
the  slightest  hopes  that  his  army  would  so  act,  and 
he  assured  the  Junta  that  the  diversion  proposed 
would  have  no  effect  whatever. 


OPERATIONS   IN    LA    MANCHA. 

Areizaga,  after  publishing  an  address  to  the 
troops  on  the  3d  of  November,  commenced  his 
march  from  La  Carolina  with  sixty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, and  from  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  men,  of  which 
about  eight  thousand  were  cavalry.  Several  British 
officers  and  private  gentlemen,  and  the  baron 
Crossand,  an  Austrian  military  agent,  attended  the 
head-quarters,  which  was  a  scene  of  gaiety  and 
boasting ;  for  Areizaga,  never  dreaming  of  misfor- 
tune, gave  a  free  scope  to  his  social  vivacity. 
The  army  marched  by  the  loads  of  Manzanares  and 
Damiel,  with  scarcely  any  commissariat  preparation, 
and  without .  any  military  equipment  save  arms ; 
yet  the  men  being  young,  robust,  full  of  life 
and  confidence,  and  without  impediments  of  any 
kind  made  nearly  thirty  miles  each  day.  They 
moved  however  in  a  straggling  manner,  quartering 
and  feeding  as  they  could  in  the  villages  on  their 
route,  and  with  so  little  propriety,  that  the  peasantry 
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of  La  Mancha  universally  abandoned  their  dwellings,   *^^^^- 
and  carried  off  their  effects. 


1809. 

Although  the  French  could  not  at  first    give  November 
credit  to  the  rumours  of  this  strange   incursion, 
they  were  aware  that  some  great  movement  was  in 
agitation,  and  only  uncertain  from  what  point  and 
for  what  specific  object  the  effort  would  be  made. 
Jourdan  had  returned  to  France,  Soult  was  major- 
general  of  the  French  armies,  and  under  his  advice, 
the  king,  who  was  inclined  to  abandon   Madrid, 
prepared  to  meet  the  coming  blow.     But  the  army 
was  principally  posted  towards  Talavera :  for  the ,    s-   , 
raise  reports  had   in  some  measure  succeeded  m  9p®»- 
deceiving  the  French  as  to  the  approach  of  the  Msau 
English,  and  it  was  impossible  at  once  to  conceive 
the  fiiU  insanity  of  the  Junta. 

The  second  corps,  commanded  by  general  Heu- 
delet,  being  withdrawn  from  Placentia,  was  on 
the  5th  posted  at  Oropesa  and  Arzobispo,  with 
an  advanced  guard  at  Calzada,  while  scouting 
parties  watched  Naval  Moral  and  the  course  of 
the  Tietar. 

The  fifth  corps,  under  Mortier,  was  concentrated 
Bt  Talavera. 

Of  the  fourth  corps,  half  a  division  garrisoned 
Madrid  in  the  absence  of  DessoUe  s  troops ;  the 
other  half,  under  general  Liger  Belair,  was  behind 
die  Tajuna,  guarding  the  eastern  approaches  to  the 
capital.  The  remaining  divisions,  commanded  by 
Sebastian!,  were,  the  one  at  Toledo,  the  other  with 
Milhaud's  cavalry  at  Ocana. 

The  first  corps,  about  twenty-one  thousand  strong, 
commanded  by  marshal  Victor,  was  at  Mora  and 
Yebenes,  a  day's  march  in  advance  of  Toledo, 
but  the  cavalry  of  this  corps  under  the  command 
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^Tx!^   of  Latour  Maubourg  occupied  Consuegra  and  Madri- 
'      —  lejos  on  the  road  to  the  Sierra  Morena.     The  whole 
November  aiTOy  including  the  French  and  Spanish  guards, 
was  above  eighty  thousand  fighting  men,  without 
reckoning  Dessolle's  division,  which  was  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Guadarama  mountains, 
joiimu  of      ^^  *^®  night  of  the  6th,  information  reached  the 
S^*'     ^^^gy  t^ft*  six  thousand  Spanish  horsemen  supported 
MS8.       by  two  thousand  foot,  had  come  down  upon  Con- 
suegra  from  the  side  of  Herencia,  and  a  second  co- 
lumn, likewise  composed  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
passing  the  Puerto  de  Picbe  had  fiilleii  upon  the 
outposts  at  Madrilejos.     All  the  prisoners  agreed 
that  the  Spanish  army  was  above   fifty  thousand 
strong,  and  the  duke  of  Belluno  immediately  con- 
centrated the  first  corps  at  Yebenes,  but  kept  his 
cavalry  at  Mora :  he  thus  covered  the  roads  lead- 
ing from  Consuegra  and  Madrilejos  upon  Toledo. 

On  the  8th  there  were  no  Spaniards  in  front  of 
the  first  corps,  yet  the  exploring  officers  sent  to- 
wards Ocana  were  chased  back  by  cavalry,  hence 
Soult  judged,  what  was  indeed  the  truth,  that 
Areizaga  continuing  his  reckless  march  had  pushed 
by  Tembleque  towards  Aranjuez,  leaving  the  first 
corps  on  his  left  flank.  The  detached  division  of 
the  fourth  corps  was  immediately  moved  from 
Toledo  by  the  right  bank  of  the  Tagus  to  Aranjuez, 
and  from  thence  Sebastiani  carried  it  to  Ocana, 
thus  concentrating  about  eight  thousand  infantry 
and  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  at  that  point  on  the 
9th ;  Victor  on  the  same  day  fell  back  with  the 
first  corps  to  Ajofrin. 

On  the  10th,  Gazan's  division  of  the  fifth  corps 
was  ordered  to  match  firom  Talavera  to  Toledo,  and 
the  first  corps  which  had  reached  the  latter  town. 
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was  directed  to  move  up  the  right  bank  of  the  chap. 
Tagus  to  Aranjuez   to   support  Sebastianiy   who^  - 


1809. 

holding  fast  at  Ocana^  had  sent  six  squadrons  to  feel     Nor! 
for  the  enemy  towards  Guard ia.     The  Spaniards 
continuing  their   movement   met  those  squadrons 
and  pursued  them  towards  Ocana. 


COMBAT    OF   DOS    BARRIOS. 

Areizaga,  ignorant  of  what  was  passing  around 
him,  and  seeing  only  Sebastiani's  cavalry  on  the 
table-land  between  the  town  of  Dos  Barrios 
and  Ocana,  concluded  that  they  were  unsup* 
ported,  and  directed  the  Spanish  horse  to  charge 
them  without  delay.  The  French  thus  pressed, 
drew  back  behind  their  infantry  which  was  close 
at  hand,  and  unexpectedly  opened  a  brisk  fire  on 
the  Spanish  squadrons ;  the  latter  were  thrown  into 
confusion,  and  being  charged  in  that  state  by  the 
whole  mass  of  the  French  cavalry,  were  beaten 
with  the  loss  of  two  hundred  prisoners  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon.  Areizi^'s  main  body  was 
however  coming  up,  Sebastiani  fell  back  upon 
Ocana,  and  the  next  morning  took  up  a  position 
on  some  heights  lining  the  left  bank  of  the  Tagus 
and  covering  Aranjuez.  The  Spaniards  then  en- 
tered Dos  Barrios,  but  there  their  impetuous  move- 
ment ceased.  They  had  come  down  from  the 
Morena  like  a  stream  of  lava,  and  burst  into  La 
Mancha  with  a  rapidity  that  scarcely  gave  time 
for  rumour  to  precede  them.  This  swiftness  of 
execution,  generally  so  valuable  in  war,  was  here 
hut  an  outbreak  of  folly.  Without  any  knowledge 
of  the  French  numbers  or  position,  without  any 
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^ix/^   plan  of  aotioOi  Areizaga  had  rushed  like  a  maniac 
— — —  into  the  midst  of  his  foes,  and  then  suddenly  stood 
Nov.'    still,  trembling  and  bewildered. 

From  the  10th  to  the  13tb  he  halted  at  Dos  Bar- 
rios, and  wrote  to  his  government  of  Sebastiani's 
stubborn  resistance,  and  of  the  doubts  which  now 
Appendix,  for  the  first  time  assailed  his  own  mind.     It  was 

No.II.Sm- 

^^^'  then  the  Junta  changing  their  plans,  eagerly  de- 
manded the  assistance  of  the  British  army,  and 
commanded  the  dukes  of  Alburquerque  and  Del 
Parque  to  unite  at  Talavera.  Alburquerque  com- 
menced his  movement  immediately,  and  the  Junta 
did  not  hesitate  to  assure  both  their  generals  and 
the  public  that  sir  Arthur  was  also  coming  on. 
Areizaga  thus  encouraged,  and  having  had  time  to 
recover  from  his  first  incertitude,  made  on  the  14th 
a  flank  march  by  his  right  to  Santa  Cruz  la  Zarza, 
intending  to  cross  the  Tagus  at  Villa  Maurique  to 
turn  the  French  left,  and  penetrate  to  the  capital 
by  the  eastern  side ;  but  during  his  delay  at  Dos 
Barrios  the  French  forces  had  been  concentrated 
from  every  quarter. 

To  the  south  of  Ocana  the  ground  is  open  and 
undulating,  but  on  the  north,  the  ramifications  of 
the  Cuen^a  mountains,  leading  down  the  left  bank 
of  the  Tagus,  presented  at  Santa  Cruz  ridges,  which 
stretching  strong  and  rough  towards  Aranjuez  af- 
forded good  positions  for  Sebastiani  to  cover  that 
s.      place.     Meanwhile  Soult  was  awake  to  his  adver- 
o^-^  ^  sary's  projects.     He  could  not  believe  indeed  that 
Mss'.       he  would  dare  such  a  movement  unless  certain  of 
support  from  the  British  army,  and  therefore  kept 
the  different  corps  quiet  on  the  eleventh,  waiting 
for  Heudelet's  report  from   Oropesa;    but  in  the 
night  it  arrived,  stating  that  rumours  of  a  combined 
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Spanish  and  English  army  being  on  the  march  were    c^p. 
rife,  but  the  scouts  could  not  discover  that  the  allied  — — — 
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forcewasactuallywithin  several  marches.  Soult,now  not.' 
judging  that  though  the  rumours  should  be  true,  his 
central  position  would  enable  him  to  defeat  Areizaga 
and  return  by  the  way  of  Toledo  in  time  to  meet  the 
allies  in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus,  put  all  his  masses 
again  into  activity.  The  first  corps  was  directed 
to  hasten  its  march  to  Aranjuez ;  the  fifth  corps  to 
concentrate  at  Toledo;  the  second  corps  to  abandon 
Oropesa,  Calzada  and  Arzobispo,  to  replace  the 
fifth  corps  at  Talavera,  and  be  in  readiness  to  close 
upon  the  main  body  of  the  army.  Finally,  infor- 
mation being  received  of  the  duke  Del  Parque's 
retreat  from  Salamanca  to  Bejar  and  the  re-occu- 
pation of  Salamanca  by  the  sixth  corps,  DessoUe's 
division  was  recalled  to  Madrid. 

During  the  12th,  while  the  first,  second,  and  fifth 
corps  were  in  march,  general  Liger  Belair's  brigade 
continued  to  watch  the  banks  of  the  Tajuna,  and 
the  fourth  corps  preserved  its  offensive  positions  on 
the  height  in  the  front  of  Aranjuez,  having  fifteen 
hundred  men  in  reserve  at  the  bridge  of  Bayona. 
The  14th  the  general  movement  was  completed. 
Two  corps  were  concentrated  "at  Aranjuez  to  assail 
the  Spaniards  in  front ;  one  at  Toledo  to  cross  the 
Tagus  and  fall  upon  their  left  flank,  and  the  king's 
guards  at  Madrid  formed  a  reserve  for  the  fourth 
and  first  corps.  The  second  corps  was  at  Talavera, 
and  DessoUe's  division  was  in  the  Guadarama  on 
its  return  to  the  capital.  In  fine,  all  was  prepared 
for  the  attack  of  Dos  Barrios,  when  Areizaga's  flank 
inarch  to  Santa  Cruz  la  Zarza  occasioned  new  com- 
binations. 
On  the  evening  of  the  15th,  it  was  known  that 
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^ix.^  the  Spaniards  had  made  a  bridge  at  Villa  Mau- 
— — - —  rique,  and  passed  two  divisions  and  some  cavalry 
Nov/  over  the  Tagus.  The  duke  of  Belluno  was  imme- 
diately ordered  to  carry  the  first  and  fourth  corps 
with  the  exception  of  a  brigade  left  in  Aranjuez 
up  the  left  bank  of  the  Tagus,  operating  so  as  to 
force  Areizaga  to  deliver  battle ;  and  with  a  view 
of  tempting  him  by  an  appearance  of  timidity, 
the  bridges  of  La  Reyna  and  Aranjuez  were  broken 
down. 

While  these  dispositions  were  making  on  the 
French  side,  the  Spanish  general  commenced  a 
second  bridge  over  the  Tagus ;  and  a  part  of  his 
cavalry  spreading  in  small  detachments,  scoured 
the  country  and  skirmished  on  a  line  extending 
from  Arganda  to  Aranjuez.  The  Partidas  also, 
being  aided  by  detachments  from  the  army,  obliged 
the  French  garrison  to  retire  from  Guardalaxara 
upon  Arganda,  and  occupied  the  former  town  on 
the  12th ;  but  the  next  night  eight  French  com- 
panics  and  some  troops  of  light  cavalry,  making  a 
sudden  march  surprised  them^  killed  and  wounded 
two  or  three  hundred  men,  and  took  eighty  horses 
and  a  piece  of  artillery. 

The  i6th  the  infantry  of  the  first  and  fourth 
corps  was  at  Morata  and  Bayona,  the  cavalry  at 
Perales  and  Chinchon ;  and  during  this  time,  the 
fifth  corps,  leaving  a  brigade  of  foot  and  one  of 
horse  at  Toledo,  marched  by  Illescas  towards  Ma- 
drid, to  act  as  a  reserve  to  the  duke  of  Belluno. 

The  17th  Areizaga  continued  his  demonstrations 
on  the  side  of  the  Taj  una,  and  hastened  the  con- 
struction of  his  second  bridge;  but  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  duke  of  Belluno  with  the  first  corps, 
he  stayed  the  work,  withdrew  his  divisions  from 
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the  right  benk  of  the  Tagus,  and  on  the  18th,  the  cha^. 
cavahy  of  the  first  corps  having  now  reached  Vil-  ""^ — 
larcgo  de  SalTanes,  he  destroyed  his  bridges,  called    Nov. 
in  bis  parties^  and  drew  up  for  battle  on  the  heights 
of  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Zarza* 

Hitherto  the  continual  movements  and  unsettled 
plans  of  the  Spanish  general,  rendered  it  difficult 
for  the  French  to  fix  a  field  of  battle,  but  now 
Areizaga  s  march  to  St.  Cruz  had  laid  his  line  of 
operations  bare.  The  French  masses  were  close 
together,  the  duke  of  Belluno  could  press  on  the 
Spanish  front  with  the  first  corps,  the  king, 
calling  the  fourth  corps  from  Bayona,  could  throw 
twenty^five  or  thirty  thousand  men  on  the  rear  by 
the  road  of  Aranjuez  and  Ocana.  It  was  calcu- 
lated that  no  danger  could  arise  from  this  double 
line  of  operations,  because  a  single  march  would 
bring  both  the  king  and  Victor  upon  Areizaga, 
and  if  the  latter  should  suddenly  assail  either, 
each  would  be  strong  enough  to  sustain  the  shock. 
Hence,  when  Soult  knew  that  the  Spaniards  were 
certainly  encamped  at  Santa  Cruz,  he  caused  the 
fifth  corps,  then  in  march  for  Madrid,  to  move 
during  the  night  of  the  17th  upon  Aranjuez,  and 
the  fourth  corps  received  a  like  order.  The  king, 
quitting  the  capital,  arrived  at  Aranjuez  on  the 
evening  of  the  18th,  with  the  royal  French 
^ards,  two  Spanish  battalions  of  the  line,  and  a 
brigade  of  Dessolle's  division,  in  all  ten  thousand 
men.  The  same  day,  the  duke  of  Belluno  con* 
centrated  the  first  corps  at  Villarejo  de  Salvanes, 
intending  to  cross  the  Tagus  at  Villa  Maurique  and 
attack  the  Spanish  position  on  the  1 9th. 

A  pontoon  train,  previously  prepared  at  Madrid, 
enabled  the  French  to  repair  the  broken  bridges 
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•J^K    near  Aranjuez  in  two  hours ;  and  about  one  o'clock 


on  the  18th,  a  division  of  cavalry,   two  divisions  of 
Nov.'     infantry  of  the   fourth   corps^    and  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  fifth  corps,  passed  the  Tagus,  partly 
at  the  bridge  of  La  Reyna,  partly  at  a  ford.   Qeneral 
Milhaud  with  the  leading  squadrons  immediately 
pursued  a  small  body  of  Spanish  horsemen,   and 
was  thus  led  to  the  table-land  between  Antiguela 
and  Ocana,  where  he  suddenly  came  upon  a  front 
of   fifteen  hundred    cavalry    supported   by    three 
thousand  more  in  reserve.      Having  only  twelve 
hundred  dragoons  he  was  going  to  retire,  but  at 
that  moment  general  Paris  arrived  with  another 
brigade,  and  was  immediately  followed  by  the  light 
cavalry  of  the  fifth  corps  ;  the  whole  furnishing  a  re- 
inforcement of  about  two  thousand  men.      With 
these  troops  came  Sebastiani  who  took  the  com- 
mand at  the  instant  when  the  Spaniards,  seeing  the 
inferiority  of  the  French,    were  advancing  to  the 
charge. 


CAVALRY  COMBAT  AT  OCANA. 

The  Spaniards  came  on  at  a  trot,  and  Sebastiani 
directed  Parid  to  fall  with  a  regiment  of  light 
cavalry  and  the  Polish  lancers  upon  their  right 
flank.  This  being  executed  with  great  vigour, 
especially  by  the  Poles,  caused  considerable  con- 
fusion, which  the  Spanish  general  endeavoured  to 
remedy  by  closing  to  the  assailed  flank.  But  to 
effect  this  he  formed  his  left  centre  in  one  yast 
column,  whereupon  Sebastiani,  seizing  the  critical 
moment,  charged  headlong  into  the  midst  of  it  with 
his  reserves.     The  enormous  mass  yielding  to  the 
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shock  first  got  into  confusion,  and  finally  gave  way ;    ^"^^• 
many  were  slain,  several  hundred  wounded,   and— j[j^^ — 
eighty  troopers  and  above  five  hundred  horses  were    no^. 
taken.     The  loss  of  the  French  bore  no  proportion 
in  men,  but  general  Paris  was  killed  and  several 
superior  officers  were  wounded. 

This  unexpected  encounter  with  such  a  force  of 
cavalry,  led  Soult  to  believe  that  the  Spanish 
general,  aware  of  his  error,  was  now  endeavouring 
to  recover  his  line  of  operations.  The  examination 
of  the  prisoners  coiifirmed  this  opinion,  and  in  the 
night  came  information  from  the  duke  of  Belluno 
together  with  the  reports  of  the  officers  sent  towards 
Villa  Maurique.  All  agreed  that  a  rear-guard  only 
was  to  be  seen  at  Santa  Cruz  de  la  2^arza,  and  it 
was  clear  therefore  the  Spaniards  were  in  march, 
and  a  battle  could  be  fought  the  next  day.  In 
fact  Areizaga  had  retraced  his  steps  by  a  flank 
movement  through  Villa  Rubia  and  Noblejas,  with 
the  intention  of  falling  upon  the  king's  forces  as 
they  opened  out  from  Aranjuez.  He  arrived  on 
the  morning  of  the  19th  at  Ocana,  but  judging 
from  the  cavalry  action  that  the  French  could 
attack  first,  drew  up  his  whole  army  on  the 
same  plain  in  two  lines  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
asunder. 

Ocana  is  covered  on  the  north  by  a  ravine, 
which,  commencing  gently  half  a  mile  eastward 
of  the  town,  runs  deepening  and  with  a  curve  to 
the  west,  and  finally  connects  itself  with  certain 
rugged  gullies  whose  waters  run  off  to  the  Tagus. 
Behind  the  deepest  part  of  this  ravine  the  Spanish 
left  was  posted,  crossing  the  main  road  from 
Aranjuez  to  Dos  Barrios.     One  flank  rested  on  the 
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^u*^  gullies,  the  other  on  Ocana.  The  centre  was  in 
— — — front  of  the  town,  and  the  latter  was  occupied 
Nov*  as  a  post  of  reserve ;  but  the  right  wing  stretched 
in  the  direction  of  Noblejas  along  the  edge  of  a 
gentle  ridge  in  /rant  of  the  shallow  part  of  the  ra- 
vine. The  cavalry  was  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
right  wing.  Behind  the  army  there  was  an  im- 
mense plain,  which  closed  in  towards  Noblejas 
and  was  there  fringed  with  rich  olive  woods.  These 
were  occupied  by  infantry  to  protect  the  passage 
of  the  Spanish  baggage,  still  filing  by  the  road  from 
Zarza.    Such  were  Areizaga's  dispositions. 

Joseph  passed  the  night  of  the  18th  in  reorga- 
nising his  forces.  The  whole  of  the  cavalry,  con- 
sisting of  nine  regiments,  was  given  to  Sebastiani. 
Four  divisions  of  infantry,  with  the  exception  of 
one  regiment  left  at  Aranjuez  to  guard  the  bridge, 
were  placed  under  the  command  of  marshal  Mortier, 
who  was  also  empowered  if  necessary  to  direct  the 
movements  of  the  cavalry.  The  artillery  was  com- 
manded by  general  Senarmont.  The  royal  guards 
remained  with  the  king,  and  marshal  Soult  directed 
the  whole  of  the  movements. 

Before  day-break  on  the  10th,  king  Joseph 
marched  with  the  intention  of  falling  upon  the 
Spaniards  wherever  he  could  meet  with  them. 
At  Antiguela  his  troops,  quitting  the  high  road, 
turned  to  their  left,  gained  the  table-land  of  Ocana 
somewhat  beyond  the  centre  of  the  Spanish  posi- 
tion, and  discovered  Areizaga's  army  in  order  of 
battle.  The  French  cavalry  instantly  forming  to 
the  front  covered  the  advance  of  the  infantry, 
which  drew  up  in  successive  lines  as  the  divisions 
arrived  on  the  plain.     The  Spanish  out-posts  fell 
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back,  and  were  followed  by  the  French  skirmishers,  ^"^^* 
who  spread  along  the  hostile  front  and  opened  a ' 
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sharp  fire.  Nov. 

About  forty-five  thousand  Spanish  infantry, 
seven  thousand  cavalry,  and  sixty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  in  line.  The  French  force  was  only 
twenty-four  thousand  in&ntry,  five  thousand  sabres 
and  lances,  and  fifty  guns,  including  the  battery 
of  the  royal  guard.  But  Areizaga's  position  was 
miserably  defective.  The  whole  of  his  left  wing, 
fifteen  thousand  strong,  was  paralyzed  by  the  ra- 
vine ;  it  could  neither  attack  nor  be  attacked ;  the 
centre  was  scarcely  better  situated,  and  the  ex- 
tremily  of  his  right  wing  was  uncovered,  save  by 
the  horsemen,  who  were,  although  superior  in  num- 
ber, quite  dispirited  by  the  action  of  the  preceding 
evening.  These  circumstances  dictated  the  order 
of  the  attack. 


BATTLE    OF    OCANA. 

At  ten  o'clock,  Sebastiani's  cavalry,  gaining  ground 
to  the  left,  turned  the  Spanish  right.  General  Leval, 
with  two  divisions  of  infantry  in  columns  of  regi- 
ments each  having  a  battalion  displayed  in  front, 
followed  the  cavalry,  and  drove  general  Zayas  from 
the  olive-woods.  General  Girard,  with  his  divi- 
sion arranged  in  the  same  manner,  followed  Leval 
in  second  line,  and  general  DessoUes  menaced  the 
centre  with  one  portion  of  his  troops,  while  another 
portion  lined  the  edge  of  the  ravine  to  support  the 
skirmishers  and  awe  the  Spanish  left  wing.  The 
king  remained  in  reserve  with  his  guards.  Thus 
the  French  order  of  battle  was  in  two  columns : 
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*?x.^   the  principal  one,  flanked  by    the    cavalry,    was 
— j^^^ —  directed  to  turn  the  Spanish  right,  the  second  to  keep 
Nov.     the  centre  in  check,  and  each  were  supported  by 
reserves. 

These  dispositions  were  completed  at  eleven 
o'clock,  at  which  hour,  Senarmont  massed  thirty 
pieces  of  artillery  and  opened  a  shattering  fire  on 
Areizaga's  centre.  Six  guns  detached  to  the  French 
right,  played  at  the  same  time  across  the  ravine 
against  the  Spanish  left,  and  six  others  swept  down 
the  deep  hollow  to  clear  it  of  the  light  troops.  The 
Spaniards  were  undisciplined  and  badly  commanded, 
but  they  discovered  no  appearance  of  fear ;  their 
cries  were  loud  and  strong,  their  skirmishing  fire 
brisk,  and  from  the  centre  of  their  line  sixteen  guns 
opened  with  a  murderous  effect  upon  LevaFs  and 
Girard's  columns  as  the  latter  pressed  on  towards 
the  right.  To  mitigate  the  fire  of  this  battery,  a 
French  battalion,  rushing  out  at  full  speed,  seized  a 
small  eminence  close  to  the  Spanish  guns,  and  a 
counter  battery  was  immediately  planted  there. 
Then  the  Spaniards  gave  back,  their  skirmishers 
were  swept  out  of  the  ravine  by  a  flanking  fire  of 
grape,  and  Senarmont  immediately  drawing  the  a:r- 
tillery  from  the  French  right,  took  Ocana  as  his 
pivot,  and  prolonging  his  fire  to  the  left  raked  Arei- 
zaga's right  wing  in  its  whole  length. 

During  this  cannonade,  Leval  constantly  pressing 
forward,  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  change  their  front 
by  withdrawing  their  right  wing  behind  the  shallow 
part  of  the  ravine.  By  this  change,  the  whole  army, 
still  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  at  the  distance  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  asunder,  was  pressed  into  some- 
what of  a  convex  form  having  the  town  of  Ocaiia  in 
the   centre,  and  hence  Senarmont's  artillery  tore 
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their  ranks  with  a  greater  destruction  than  before.   ^^^^• 
Neyertheless,  encouraged  by  observing  the  compa-     ^^^ 
ratively  feeble  body  of  infantry  approaching  them,     not. 
the    Spaniards    suddenly    retook    the    offensive ; 
their  augmenting  fire  dismounted  two  French  guns, 
Mortier  himself  was  wounded  slightly,  Leval  se- 
verely, the   Spanish   line    advanced,   the    leading 
French  divisions  wavered  and  gave  back. 

The  moment  was  critical  The  duke  of  Treviso 
lost  no  time  in  exhortations  to  Leval  s  troops,  but 
like  a  great  commander,  brought  up  Girard's  division 
through  the  intervals  of  the  first  line,  and  displayed 
a  front  of  fresh  troops,  keeping  one  regiment  in 
square  on  the  left  flank  ;  for  he  expected  that  Arei- 
zaga's  powerful  cavalry,  which  still  remained  in  the 
plain,  would  charge  for  the  victory.  Girard's  fire 
soon  threw  the  Spanish  first  line  into  disorder,  and 
meanwhile,  Dessolles,  having  gained  ground  by 
an  oblique  movement,  seeing  the  enemy's  right 
thus  shaken,  seized  Ocaiia  itself  and  issued  forth 
on  the  other  side.  The  light  cavalry  of  the  king's 
guard,  followed  by  the  infantry,  then  poured 
through  the  town,  and  on  the  extreme  left,  Sebas- 
tiani  with  a  rapid  charge  cut  off  six  thousand  in- 
fantry and  obliged  them  to  surrender.  The  Spa- 
nish cavalry,  which  had  only  suffered  a  little  from 
the  cannonade  and  had  never  made  an  effort  to  turn 
the  tide  of  battle,  now  drew  off  entirely,  and  the 
second  line  of  infantry  also  gave  ground  when  the 
front  fell  back  upon  it  in  confusion.  Areizaga,  en- 
tirely confounded,  now  ordered  the  left  wing,  which 
had  scarcely  fired  a  shot,  to  retreat,  and  then  quitted 
the  field  himself. 

For  half  an  hour  afler  this,  the  superior  officers 
who  remained,  endeavoured  to  keep  the  troops  toge- 
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^^^  ther  in  the  plain,  striving  to  reach  the  main  road 
leading  to  Dos  Barrios ;  but  Girard  and  Dessolles' 
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Nw.     divisions,    being  connected  after  passing   Ocana, 
pressed  on  with,  steady  rapidity,  while  the  Polish 
lancers  and  a  regiment  of  chasseurs,  outflanking  the 
Spanish  right,  continually  increased  the  confusion  : 
finally,   Sebastiani,   having  secured  his  prisoners, 
came  up  again  like  a  whirlwind  and  charged  full  in 
the  front  with  five  regiments  of  cavalry.     Then  the 
whole  mass  broke  and  fled,  each  man  for  himself, 
across  the  plain;  but  on  the  right  of  the  routed 
multitude,  a  deep  ravine,  leading  from  Yepes  to  Dos 
Barrios  in  an  oblique  direction,  continually  con- 
tracted  the  space,  and  the  pursuing  cavalry  arriving 
first  at  Barrios,  headed  nearly  ten  thousand  bewil- 
dered men  and  forced  them  to  surrender.    The  re- 
mainder turned  their  faces  to  all  quarters,  and  such 
was  the  rout,  that  the  French  were  also  obliged  to 
disperse  to  take  prisoners,   and  to  their  credit,  no 
rigorous  execution  was   inflicted:    hundreds  after 
being  deprived  of  their  arms,  were  desired  in  raillery 
*^  to  return  to  their  homes  and  abandon  war  as  a  trade 
they  were  unfit  for."    This  fatal  battle  commenced 
at  eleven  o'clock ;  before  two,  thirty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, a  hundred  and  twenty  carriages,  twenty-five 
stand  of  colours,  three  generals,  six  hundred  infe- 
rior ofiicers,  and  eighteen  thousand  privates  were 
taken,  and  the  pursuit  was  still  hot.    Seven  or  eight 
thousand  of  the  Spaniards  contrived  to  make  away 
towards  the  mountain  of  Tarancon,  others  followed 
the  various  routes  through  La  Mancha  to  the  Sierra 
Morena,  and  many  saved  themselves  in  Valencia 
and  Murcia. 

Meanwhile  the  first  corps,   having  passed   the 
Tagus  by  a  ford,  re-established  the  bridge  at  Villa 
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Maurique  before  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  ^H^^- 
finding  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Zarza  abandoned,  fol-  ^^^^ 
lowed  Areizaga's  traces.  At  Villatobas  the  light 
cavalry  captured  twelve  hundred  carriages,  and  a 
little  fiirther  on  took  a  thousand  of  the  fugitives,  who 
were  making  for  Tarancon.  The  duke  of  Belluno, 
being  thus  apprized  of  the  result  of  the  battle,  halted 
at  Villatobas,  but  sent  his  cavalry  forward  to  La 
Goardia,  where  they  joined  Sebastiani's  horsemen, 
and  the  whole  continuing  the  pursuit  to  Lillo,  made 
five  hundred  more  prisoners,  together  with  three 
hundred  horses.  This  finished  the  operations  of 
the  day.  Only  eighteen  hundred  cannon-shot  had 
been  fired,  and  an  army  of  more  than  fifty  thousand 
men  had  been  ruined.     The  French  lost  seventeen  .    s. 

JoQinu  of 

hundred  men  killed  and  wounded ;  the  Spaniards  five  SiK*****"" 
thousand ;  and  before  nightfall,  all  the  baggage  and  Letter 
military  carriages,  three  thousand  animals,  forty-five  wSi^-"* 
pieces  of  artillery,  thirty  thousand  muskets,  and  l^^Lk)!, 
twenty-six  thousand  captives  were  in  the  hands  of  i^^mss. 
the  conquerors ! 

Areizc^  reached  Tembleque  during  the  night, 
and  La  Carolina  the  third  day  after.  On  the  road, 
he  met  general  Benaz  with  a  thousand  dragoons 
that  had  been  detached  to  the  rear  before  the  battle 
commenced ;  this  body  he  directed  on  Madrilejos 
to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  fugitives,  but  so  strongly 
did  the  panic  spread  that  when  Sebastiani  ap- 
proached that  post  on  the  20th,  Benaz's  men  fled 
without  seeing  an  enemy,  as  fearfully  as  any  who 
came  from  the  fight.  Even  so  late  as  the  24th,  n>id. 
only  four  hundred  cavalry,  belonging  to  all  rai- 
ments, could  be  assembled  at  Manzanares,  and  still 
fewer  at  La  Carolina. 

g2 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

^?x.^  Joseph  halted  at  Dos  Barrios  for  the  night,  and 
jQQ^  -  the  next  day  directed  Sebastiani  with  all  the  light 
Nov.  cavalry  and  a  division  of  infantry,  upon  Madri- 
lejos  and  Consuegra ;  the  first  corps,  hy  St.  Juan 
de  Vilharta  upon  the  Sierra  Morena,  the  fifth 
corps  by  Tembleque  and  Mora  upon  Toledo. 
One  division  of  the  fourth  corps  guarded  the  spoil 
and  the  prisoners  at  Ocana.  A  second  division, 
reinforced  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  was  posted 
by  detachments  from  Aranjuez  to  Consuegra. 
The  monarch  himself,  with  his  guards  and  Dessolles' 
first  brigade,  returned  on  the  20th  to  Madrid. 

Three  days  had  suflBced  to  dissipate  the  storm 
on  the  side  of  La  Mancha,  but  the  duke  Del  Parque 
still  menaced  the  sixth  corps  in  Castile,  and  the 
reports  from  Talavera  again  spoke  of  Alburquerque 
and  the  English  being  in  motion.  The  second 
brigade  of  Dessolles'  division  had  returned  from 
Old  Castile  on  the  19th,  and  the  uncertainty  with 
respect  to  the  British  movements,  obliged  the  king 
to  keep  all  his  troops  in  hand.  Nevertheless, 
fearing  if  Del  Parque  gained  any  advantage  over 
the  sixth  corps  an  insurrection  would  take  place 
in  Leon,  he  sent  Grazan's  division  of  the  fifth  corps 
from  Toledo,  through  the  Puerto  Pico,  to  Mar- 
chand's  assistance,  and  Kellerman  was  directed  to 
take  the  command  of  the  whole. 

During  these  events,  the  British  remained  about 
Badajos ;  not  that  Wellington  was  indiflTerent  to  the 
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impending  fate  of  his  allies,  but  there  was  no  mode  ^  vl^' 


in  which  he  could  help  them  with  any  prospect  of- 
success  or  safety  for  his  own  army.  Alburquerque,  Nov. 
however,  following  his  orders,  advanced  to  Peralada 
de  Garbin,  and  seized  the  bridge  of  Arzobispo,  in 
expectation  of  being  joined  by  the  duke  Del  Parque. 
But  that  general,  who  had  above  thirty  thou- 
sand men,  thought,  when  DessoUes'  division  was 
recalled  to  Madrid,  that  he  could  crush  the  sixth 
corps,  and  therefore  advanced  from  Bejar  towards 
Alba  de  Tormes  on  the  17th,  two  days  before  the 
battle  of  Ocana.  Hence,  when  Alburquerque  ex- 
pected him  on  the  Tagus  he  was  engaged  in  serious 
operations  beyond  the  Tormes,  and  having  reached 
Alba  the  21st,  sent  a  division  to  take  possession  of 
Salamanca,  which  Marchand  had  again  abandoned. 
The  22d  he  marched  towards  Valladolid,  and  his 
advanced  guard  and  cavalry  entered  Fresno  and 
Carpio. 

Meanwhile  Kellerman,  having  collected  all  the 
troops  of  his  government,  was  joined  by  Marchand, 
and  moving  by  Medina  del  Campo,  fell  with  a 
body  of  horse  upon  the  Spaniards  at  Fresno  on  the 
23d.  Their  cavalry  fled  at  once,  but  their  infantry 
standing  Brm  repulsed  the  assailants,  and  the  24th 
Del  Parque   carried  his   whole  army   to   Fresno.  }^^  wci- 

TT'     •  '111  1  1  imgton  to 

His  mtent  was  to  give  battle;  but  on  the  26th  im-  ^^d  lu 
perative  orders  to  join  Alburquerque  reached  him,  mss. 
and  he  commenced  a  retrograde  movement.  Keller- 
man,  without  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Gazan's 
division,  instantly  pursued,  and  his  advanced  guard 
of  cavalry  overtook  and  charged  the  Spanish  army 
at  the  moment  when  a  part  of  their  infantry  and 
all  their  horse  had  passed  the  bridge  of  Alba  de 
Tormes.     This  attack  was  repulsed  and  the  French 
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^J^   fell  back  upon  their  supports,  but  the  duke,  seeing 
"  j^  -  that  an  action  was  inevitable,  brought  the  remainder 
Not.     of  his  troops,  with  the  exception  of  one  division, 
back  to  the  right  bank. 


BATTLE   OF   ALBA    DE  TORMES* 

Scarcely  was  the  line  formed,  when  Kellerman 
came  up  with  two  divisions  of  dragoons  and  some 
artillery.  Without  hesitating  he  sent  one  division 
to  outflank  the  Spanish  right,  while  with  the  other 
he  charged  fiercely  upon  the  front.  The  Spanish 
horsemen,  flying  without  a  blow,  rode  straight 
over  the  bridge,  and  the  infantry  of  the  right 
being  thus  exposed  were  broken  and  sabred,  but 
those  on  the  left  stood  fast  and  repulsed  the 
enemy.  The  duke  rallying  his  cavalry  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  brought  them  back  to  the  fight, 
but  the  French  were  also  reinforced,  and  once 
more  the  Spanish  horse  fled  without  a  blow.  By 
this  time  it  was  dark,  and  the  infantry  of  the  left 
wing,  under  Mendizabel  and  Carrera,  being  un- 
broken, made  good  their  retreat  across  the  river, 
yet  not  without  difficulty,  and  under  the  fire  of 
some  French  in&ntry  which  arrived  just  in  the 
dusk.  During  the  night  the  duke  retreated  upon 
Tamames  unmolested,  but  at  day-break  a  French 
patrol  came  up  with  his  rear  whereupon  the  whole 
army  throwing  away  their  arms  fled  outright.  Kel- 
lerman, having  meanwhile  entered  Salamanca,  did 
not  pursue,  yet  the  dispersion  was  complete. 

After  this  defeat  Del  Parque  rallied  his  army 
in  the  mountains  behind  Tamames,  and  in  ten 
or    twelve    days    again    collected    about    twenty 
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thousand  men ;  they  were  however  without  artillery, 
scarcely  any  had  preserved  their  arms,  and  such  :^^^ — 
was  their  distress  for  provisions,  that  two  months  ^^''' 
afterwards,  when  the  British  arrived  on  the  northern 
frontier,  the  peasantry  still  spoke  with  horror  of 
the  sufferings  of  those  famished  soldiers.  Many 
actually  died  of  want,  and  every  village  was  filled 
with  sick^  Yet  the  mass  neither  dispersed  nor 
murmured!  Spaniards,  though  hasty  in  revenger 
and  feeble  in  battle,  are  patient  to  the  last  degree 
in  suffering* 

This  result  of  the  duke  De)  Parque's  operation 
amply  justified  sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  advice  to  the 
Portuguese  regency.  In  like  manner  the  battle 
of  Ocana,  and  the  little  effect  produced  by  the  duke 
of  Alburqnerque's  advance  to  Arzobispo,  justified 
that  which  he  gave  to  the  Central  Junta.  It 
might  therefore  be  imagined  that  the  latter  would 
have  received  his  after-counsels  with  deference; 
but  the  course  of  that  body  was  never  affected  by 
either  reason  or  experience.  Just  before  the  rout  Loid  wei- 
of  Alba  de  Tormes,  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  proposed  iSSd  la- 
tbat  ten  thousand  men,  to  be  taken  from  the  duke  dJ^/ 

1809  MSS 

Del  Parque,  should  reinforce  Alburqtierque  to  ena-- 
hk  the  latter  to  maintain  the  strong  position  of  Meza 
ilboTy  and  cover  Estremadura  for  the  winter. 
Meanwhile  Del  Parque's  force,  thus  reduced  one- 
third,  could,  he  said,  be  more  easily  fed,  and  might 
keep  aloof  from  the  enemy  until  the  British  army 
should  arrive  on  the  northern  frontier  of  Portugal, 
a  movement  long  projected,  and  as  he  informed 
them,  only  delayed  to  protect  Estremadura  until  the 
duke  of  Alburquerque  had  received  the  reinforcement. 
The  only  reply  of  the  Junta  was  an  order,  direct- 
ing Albui^qnerque  immediately  to  quit  the  line  of  the 
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^ix!^    TJar^tt*,  and  take  past  at  Llerena  behind  the  Gua- 

-^— —  rfiflfwfl.     Estremadura  was  thus  abandoned  to  the 

Not.'    enemy,   and  Alburquerque  was  placed   in  a  bad 

position,  with  his  front  open  to  an   attack  from 

AlmaraZ)  his  right  flank  and  rear  to  one  from  La 

Mancha. 

This  foolish  and  contemptuous  proceeding  being 
followed  by  Del  Parque's  defeat,  which  endangered 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  sir  Arthur  at  once  commenced 
his  march  for  the  north.  He  knew  that  twenty 
thousand  Spanish  infantry  and  six  thousand  mounted 
cavalry  were  again  collected  in  La  Carolina ;  and 
that  eight  thousand  men,  who  had  escaped  from 
Ocana,  on  the  side  of  Tarancon,  were  at  Cuen^a 
under  general  Echevarria.  The  numbers  reassem- 
bled in  the  Morena  were  therefore,  the  inactivity  of 
the  French  after  the  battle  of  Ocana  considered, 
sufficient  to  defend  the  passes  and  cover  Seville  for 
the  moment,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  the  British 
army  should  remain  in  unhealthy  positions  to  aid 
people  who  would  not  aid  themselves.  Alburquer- 
que's  retrograde  movement  was  probably  a  device 
of  the  Junta  to  oblige  sir  Arthur  to  undertake  the 
defence  of  Estremadura,  but  it  only  hastened  his 
departure.  It  did  not  comport  with  his  plans  to 
engage  in  serious  operations  on  that  side.  Yet  to 
have  retired  when  that  province  was  actually 
attacked,  would  have  been  disreputable,  wherefore, 
seizing  this  unhappily  favourable  moment  to  quit 
Badajos,  he  crossed  the  Tagus,  and  marched  into 
the  valley  of  the  Mondego,  leaving  general  Hill, 
with  a  mixed  force  of  ten  thousand  men,  at 
Abrantes. 

The  Guadiana  pestilence  had  been  so  fatal  that 
many  officers  blamed    him  for  stopping  too  long, 
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but  it  was  his  last  hold  on  Spain,  and  the  safety 
of  the  southern  provinces  was  involved  in  his  pro-  ■  ^^^^ 
ceedings.  It  was  not  the  battle  of  Talavera,  it  was  ^o^- 
the  position  maintained  by  him  on  the  frontier  of 
Estremadura,  which,  in  the  latter  part  of  1809, 
saved  Andalusia  from  subjection.  This  is  easy 
of  demonstration.  Joseph  having  rejected  Soulf  s 
projects  against  Portugal  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
dared  not  invade  Andalusia  by  Estremadura,  with 
the  English  army  on  his  right  flank ;  neither  could 
he  hope  to  invade  it  by  the  way  of  La  Mancha 
without  drawing  sir  Arthur  into  the  contest.  But 
Andalusia  was,  at  this  period,  the  last  place  where 
the  intrusive  king  desired  to  meet  a  British  army. 
He  had  many  partisans  in  that  province,  who 
would  necessarily  be  overawed  if  the  course  of  the 
war  carried  sir  Arthur  beyond  the  Morena;  nor 
could  the  Junta,  in  that  case,  have  refused  Cadiz 
as  a  place  of  arms  to  their  ally.  Then  the  whole 
force  of  Andalusia  and  Murcia  would  have  rallied 
round  the  English  army  behind  the  Morena.  Arei- 
zaga  had  then  sixty  thousand  men,  Alburquerque 
ten  thousand,  and  it  is  therefore  no  exaggeration  to 
assume  that  a  hundred  thousand  could  have  been 
organized  for  defence:  moreover  all  the  Portu- 
guese troops,  in  the  south  of  Portugal,  would  have 
been  available  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  Estrema- 
dura. 

From  La  Carolina  to  Madrid  is  only  ten  marches, 
and  while  posted  at  the  former,  the  allied  army 
could  have  protected  Lisbon  as  well  as  Seville,  be- 
cause a  forward  movement  would  oblige  the  French 
to  concentrate  round  the  Spanish  capital.  Anda- 
lusia would  thus  have  become  the  principal  object 
of  the  invaders ;  but  the  allied  armies,  holding  the 
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^ix!^    passes  of  the  Morena  and  having  their  left  flank, 


1809     P'^t^ct^d  ^y  Estremadura  and  Portugal,  their  right 

^©▼*     by  Miircia  and  Valencia;  having  rich  provinces  and 

large  cities  behind  them,  a  free  communication  with 

the  sea,  and  abundance  of  ports,  could  have  fought 

a  fair  field  for  Spain. 

Sir  J.  It  was  a  perception  of   these  advantages  that 

Moon's  .      T   1       -^r  1  •    •  11 

Correspond  causcd  Sir  John  Moore  to  regret  the  mmisters  had 

denco* 

not  chosen  the  southern  instead  of  the  northern 
line  for  his  operations.  Lord  Wellesley  also,  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  Andalusia,  urged 
his  brother  to  adopt  some  plan  of  this  nature,  and 
the  latter,  sensible  of  its  advantages,  would  have 
done  so  but  for  the  impossibility  of  dealing  with 
j^jfy,y*^'  the  Central  Junta.  Military  possession  of  Cadiz 
2^^'  and  the  uncontrolled  command  of  a  Spanish  force 
m',im.^^^^  the  only  conditions  upon  which  he  would 
undertake  the  defence  of  Andalusia,  conditions 
they  would  not  accede  to,  but  without  which  he 
could  not  be  secured  against  the  caprices  of  men 
whose  proceedings  were  one  continued  struggle 
against  reason.  This  may  seem  inconsistent  with 
a  former  assertion,  that  Portugal  was  the  true  base 
of  operations  for  the  English,  but  political  and 
moral  considerations  weighed  in  that  argument. 

For  the  protection,  then,  of  Andalusia  and  Es- 
tremadura during  a  dangerous  crisis  of  affairs,  sir 
Arthur  persisted  at  such  an  enormous  sacrifice  of 
men  to  hold  his  position  on  the  Guadiana ;  yet  it 
was  reluctantly,  and  more  in  deference  to  his  bro- 
ther's wishes  than  his  own  judgment  that  he 
remained  after  Areizaga's  army  was  assembled^ 
Having  proved  the  Junta  by  experience,  he  was 
more  clear-sighted  as  to  their  perverseness  than 
lord  Wellesley.  The  latter  being  in  daily  inter- 
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course  with  the  members,  obliged  to  listen  to  their   ^yf^' 
ready  eloquence  in  excuse  for  past  errors,  and  more  "l^^T" 
ready  promises  of  future  exertion,  clung  longer  to     ^°''- 
the  notions  that  Spain  could  be  put  in  the  right 
path,    and    England  war  largely   in   conjunction 
with  the  united  nations  of  the  Peninsula  instead  of 
restricting  herself   to   the  comparatively  obscure 
operation  of  defending  Lisbon.     He  was  finally  un- 
deceived, and   the  march  from  Badajos  for  ever 
released  the  British  general  from  a  vexatious  depen- 
dence on  the  Spanish  government. 

Meanwhile  the  French,  in  doubt  of  his  intentions, 
appeared  torpid.  Kellerman  remained  at  Sala- 
manca to  watch  the  movements  of  Del  Parque, 
Gazan  returned  to  Madrid ;  Milhaud,  with  a  divi- 
sion of  the  fourth  corps  and  some  cavalry,  was 
detached  against  Echevarria,  but  on  his  arrival  at 
Cuen^a,  found  the  latter  had  retreated  by  Toboado 
to  Hellin  in  Murcia :  he  then  combined  his  opera- 
tions with  general  Suchet,  and,  as  I  have  before 
related,  assisted  to  reduce  the  towns  of  Albaracin 
and  Teruel.  Other  movements  there  were  none, 
hut  as  the  Spanish  regiments  of  Joseph's  guard  had 
fought  freely  against  their  countrymen,  and  many 
of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Ocana  had  offered  to  join 
the  invaders^  colours,  the  king  conceived  hopes  of 
raising  a  national  army.  French  writers  assert 
that  the  captives  at  Ocana  made  a  marked  distinc- 
tion between  Napoleon  and  Joseph.  They  were 
willing  to  serve  the  French  emperor*  but  not  the 
intrusive  king  of  Spain.  Spanish  authors  assume 
that  none  entered  the  enemy's  ranks  save  by  coer- 
cion and  to  escape;  and  that  many  did  so  with 
that  view,  and  were  successful,  must  be  supposed, 
or  the  numbers  said  to  have  reassembled  in  the 
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{  BOOK  Morena  and  at  Cuen^a,  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
the  loss  sustained  in  the  action.  However  the  bat- 
tles of  Ocana  and  Alba  de  Tormes  terminated  the 
series  of  oflfensive  operations,  which  the  Austrian 
war  and  the  reappearance  of  a  British  army  in  the 
Peninsula  had  enabled  the  allies  to  adopt,  in  1809. 
Those  operations  had  been  unsuccessful,  the  enemy 
again  took  the  lead,  and  the  fourth  epoch  of  the 
war  commenced. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

p.  Although  certain  that  the  British  army  would 
not  co-operate  in  this  short  campaign,  the  Junta 
openly  asserted  that  it  would  join  Alburquerque 
in  the  valley  of  the  Tagus.  The  improbability  of 
Areizaga's  acting  without  such  assistance  gave  cur- 
rency to  the  fiction,  and  an  accredited  fiction  is 
in  war  often  more  useful  than  the  truth ;  in  this 
therefore  they  are  to  be  commended ;  but  when 
deceiving  their  own  general,  they  permitted  Arei- 
zaga  to  act  under  the  impression  that  he  would  be 
so  assisted,  they  committed  not  an  error  but  an 
enormous  crime.  Nor  was  the  general  much  less 
criminal  for  acting  upon  the  mere  assertion  that 
other  movements  were  combined  with  his,  when 
no  communication,  no  concerting  of  the  marches, 
no  understanding  with  the  allied  commander  as  to 
their  mutual  resources  and  intentions,'  had  taken 
place. 

2**.  A  rushing  wind,  a  blast  from  the  mountains, 
tempestuous,  momentary,  such  was  Areizaga's  move- 
ment on  Dos  Barrios,  and  assuredly  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  find  its  parallel.    There  is  no  post  so  strong, 
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no  town  so  guarded,  that,  by  a  fortunate  stroke  ^^.|^- 
may  not  be  carried ;  but  who  even  on  the  smallest 
scale  acts  on  this  principle,  unless  aided  by  some 
accidental  circumstance  applicable  to  the  moment  ? 
Areizaga  obeyed  the  orders  of  his  government ! 
No  general  is  bound  to  obey  orders,  at  least  without 
remonstrance,  which  involve  the  safety  of  his  army ; 
to  that  he  should  sacrifice  everything  but  victory  ; 
and  many  great  commanders  have  sacrificed  even 
victory  rather  than  appear  to  undervalue  this  vital 
principle. 

3^.  At  Dos  Barrios  the  Spanish  general  first  met 
with  opposition  and  halted  for  three  days,  evidently 
without  a  plan  and  ignorant  both  of  the  situation 
of  the  first  corps  on  his  left  flank,  and  of  the  real 
force  in  his  front,  yet  this  was  the  only  moment  in 
which  he  could  hope  for  the  slightest  success.     If, 
instead  of  a  feeble  skirmish  of  cavalry,    he  had 
borne  forward  with  his  whole  army  on  the  11th, 
Sebastian!  must  have  been  overpowered  and  driven 
across  the  Tagus;    Areizaga,    with   fifty  thousand 
infantry  and  a  powerful    cavalry,  would  then,  on 
the  12th,  have  been  in  the  midst  of  the  separated 
French  corps,  for  their  movement  of  concentration 
was  not  completely  eflfected  until  the  night  of  the 
I4th.     But  such  a  stroke  was  not  for  an  undisci- 
plined army,   and  this  was  another  reason  against 
moving  from  the  Morena  at  all,  seeing  that  the  cal- 
culable chances  were  all  adverse,  and  the  troops  not 
such  as  could  improve  accidental  advantages. 

4°.  The  flank  march  from  Dos  Barrios  to  Santa 
Cruz,  although  intended  to  turn  the  French  left 
and  gain  Madrid,  was  a  circuitous  route  of  at  least 
a  hundred  miles,  and  as  there  were  three,  rivers  to 
cross,  namely,  the  Tagus  the  Taj  una  and  Henares, 
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BC^K  only  great  rapidity  could  give  a  chance  of  success  ; 
-but  Areizaga  was  slow;  so  late  as  the  15th  he 
had  passed  the  Tagus  with  but  two  divisions  of 
infantry.  Meanwhile  the  French,  moving  on  the 
inner  circle,  got  between  him  and  Madrid,  and  the 
moment  one  corps  out  of  the  three  opposed  to  him 
approached,  he  recrossed  the  Tagus  and  concen- 
trated again  on  the  strong  ground  of  Santa  Cruz  de 
la  Zarza.  The  king  by  the  way  of  Aranjuez  had, 
however,  already  cut  his  line  of  retreat,  and  then 
Areizaga,  who,  on  the  10th,  had  shrunk  from  an 
action  with  Sebastiani  when  the  latter  had  only 
eight  thousand  men,  sought  a  battle  on  the  same 
ground  with  the  king,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
diirty  thousand,  the  first  corps  being  also  in  full 
march  upon  the  Spanish  traces  and  distant  only  a 
few  miles.  Here  it  may  be  remarked  that  Victor, 
who  was  now  to  the  eastward  of  the  Spaniards,  had 
been  on  the  9th  to  the  westward  at  Yevenes  and 
Mora,  having  moved  in  ten  days,  on  a  circle  of 
a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  completely  round  this 
Spanish  general,  who  pretended  to  treat  his  adver- 
saries as  if  they  were  blind  men. 

6^  Baron  Crossand,  it  is  said,  urged  Areizaga 
to  entrench  himself  in  the  mountains,  to  raise  the 
peasantry,  and  to  wait  the  efiect  of  Alburquerque's 
and  Del  Parque's  operations.  If  so,  his  military 
ideas  do  not  seem  of  a  higher  order  than  Areizaga's, 
and  the  proposal  was  but  a  repetition  of  Mr.  Frere's 
former  plan  for  Alburquerque ;  a  plan  founded  on 
the  supposition  that  the  rich  plains  of  La  Mancha 
were  rugged  mountains.  In  taking  a  permanent 
position  at  Santa  Cruz  or  Tarancon,  Areizaga  must 
have  resigned  all  direct  communication  with  Anda- 
lusia, and   opened  a  fresh  line  of  conHnonication 
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with  Valencia^  which  would  however  haye  been  still  ™^^ 
exposed  to  the  third  corps  from  Aragon.  Yet,  with- 
out examining  whether  either  the  Spanish  general 
or  army  were  capable  of  such  a  difficult  operation 
as  taking  an  accidental  line  of  operations,  the  ad- 
vice, if  given  at  all,  was  only  given  on  the  18th  ; 
whereas  on  the  16th,  the  first  corps,  the  fourth,  the 
greatest  part  of  the  fifth,  the  reserve  and  the  royal 
guards,  forming  a  mass  of  more  than  fifty  thousand 
fighting  men  were  in  a  condition  to  teach  Areizaga 
that  men  and  not  mountains  decide  the  fate  of 
a  battle.  In  fact  there  were  no  mountains  to 
hold.  Between  Zarza  and  the  borders  of  Valencia, 
the  whole  country  is  one  vast  plain,  and  on  the 
18th,  there  was  only  the  alternative  of  fighting  the 
weakest  of  the  two  French  armies  or  of  retreating 
by  forced  marches  through  La  Mancha.  The 
former  was  chosen,  Areizaga's  army  was  destroyed, 
and  in  the  battle  he  discovered  no  redeeming 
quality.  His  position  was  ill  chosen,  he  made  no 
use  of  his  cavalry,  his  left  wing  never  fired  a  shot, 
and  when  the  men,  undismayed  by  the  defeat  of 
the  right,  demanded  to  be  led  into  action  he  com- 
manded a  retreat,  quitting  the  field  himself  at  the 
moment  when  his  presence  was  most  wanted. 

6°.  The  combinations  of  the  French  were  metho- 
dical, well  arranged,  eflfectual,  and  it  may  seem 
misplaced  to  do  ought  but  commend  movements  so 
eminently  successful ;  yet  the  chances  of  war  are 
manifold  enough  to  justify  the  drawing  attention  to 
some  points  of  this  short  campaign.  Areizagas 
rush  from  the  mountains  was  so  unexpected  and 
rapid,  that  it  might  v^ell  make  his  adversaries  hesi- 
tate ;  this  was  perhaps  the  reason  why  the  first  corps 
circled  round  the  Spanish  army,  and  was  singly  to 
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"ix?^  have  attacked  it  in  front  at  Zarza  on  the  19th ;  a 
curious  arrangement,  because  it  might  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  fourth  corps,  then  at  Toledo,  have 
fallen  on  the  flank  and  rear  from  Mora  a  week 
before,  that  is,  during  the  three  days  Areizaga 
remained  at  Dos  Barrios,  from  whence  Mora  is  only 
four  hours'  march. 

T.  The  11th,  the  king  knew  the  English  army 
had  not  approached  the  valley  of  the  Tagus,  Arei- 
zaga did  not  quit  Dos  Barrios  until  the  13th,  and 
he  remained  at  Zarza  until  the  18th.  During  eight 
days  therefore,  the  Spanish  general  was  permitted 
to  lead,  and  had  he  been  a  man  of  real  enterprise 
he  would  have  crushed  the  troops  between  Dos 
Barrios  and  Aranjuez  on  the  10th  or  11th.  Indeed 
the  boldness  with  which  Sebastiani  maintained  his 
offensive  position  beyond  Aranjuez  from  the  9th  to 
the  14th,  was  a  master-piece.  It  must  however 
be  acknowledged,  that  Soult  could  not  at  once 
fix  a  general  who  marched  fifty  thousand  men 
about  like  a  patrole  of  cavalry,  without  the  slight- 
est regard  to  his  adversary's  positions  or  his  own 
line  of  operations. 

8°.  In  the  battle,  nothing  could  be  more  scienti- 
fic than  the  mode  in  which  the  French  closed  upon 
and  defeated  the  right  and  centre,  while  they  para- 
lyzed the  left  of  the  Spaniards ;  the  disparity  of 
numbers  engaged,  and  the  enormous  amount  of 
prisoners,  artillery,  and  other  trophies  of  victory, 
prove  it  to  have  been  a  fine  display  of  talent.  But 
Andalusia  was  laid  prostrate  by  this  sudden  de- 
struction of  her  troops  !  why  then  was  the  fruit  of 
victory  neglected  ?  Did  the  king,  unable  to  per- 
ceive his  advantages,  controul  the  higher  military 
genius  of  his  advising  general  ?    was  he  distracted 
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by  disputes  amongst  the  different  commanders?  ^^^p. 
did  the  British  army  at  Badajos  alarm  him  ?  or  ■  — 
had  he  ulterior  projects  of  aggrandizement  in  his 
thoughts  which  prevented  him  from  doing  justice 
to  the  interests  of  his  brother  ?  The  latter  has  been 
affirmed ;  and  accurate  knowledge  upon  such  points 
is  essential  in  estimating  the  real  share  Spain  had 
in  her  own  deliverance. 

9*^.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  absolutely  refused  to  co- 
operate in  this  short  and  violent  campaign.  He  re- 
mained a  quiet  spectator  of  events  at  the  most  criti- 
cal period  of  the  war ;  and  yet  on  paper  the  Spanish 
projects  promised  well.  Areizaga's  army  exceeded 
fifty  thousand  men ;  Alburquerque's  ten  thousand  ; 
thirty  thousand  were  under  Del  Parque,  who,  at 
Tamames  had  just  overthrown  the  best  troops  in  the 
French  army ;  Villa  Campa  and  the  Partida  bands 
on  the  side  of  Cuen^a  were  estimated  at  ten  thou- 
sand ;  in  fine,  there  were  a  hundred  thousand  Spa- 
nish soldiers  ready.  The  British  army  at  this  pe- 
riod, although  much  reduced  by  sickness,  had  still 
tweaty  thousand  men  fit  to  bear  arms,  and  the  Por- 
tuguese under  Beresford  were  near  thirty  thousand, 
making  a  total  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  allies. 
Thirty  thousand  to  guard  the  passes  of  the  Sierra 
de  Credos  and  watch  the  sixth  corps,  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  to  attack  the  seventy  thousand 
French  covering  Madrid  !  Why  then  was  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  who  only  four  months  before  so  eagerly 
undertook  a  like  enterprise  with  fewer  forces,  now 
absolutely  deaf  to  the  proposals  of  the  Junta  ?  *•  Be- 
"  cause  moral  force  is  to  physical  forcCy  as  three  to 
"  one  in  war.''  He  had  proved  the  military  qualities 
of  Spaniards  and  French,  and  he  foresaw,  to  use  hisi^tt«to 
own  expressions,  "  that  after  one  or  two  battles^  fl^nrfverpooi"' 

VOL.  III.  H  ^^* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1809. 


98  HISTORY  OF  THE 

'?x.'^  "  owe  or  two  brilliant  actions  by  some  and  defeats 
• "  sustained  by  others j  all  would  have  to  retreat 
**  again :"  yet  this  man,  so  cautious,  so  sensible  of 
the  enemy's  superiority,  was  laying  the  foundation 
of  measures  that  finally  carried  him  triumphant 
through  the  Peninsula.  False  then  are  the  opinions 
of  those,  who  assert  that  Napoleon  might  have  been 
driven  over  the  Ebro  in  1808-9,  and  blame  sir  John 
Moore's  conduct.  Such  reasoners  would  as  certainly 
have  charged  the  ruin  of  Spain  on  sir  Arthur  Wei- 
lesley,  if  at  this  period  the  chances  of  war  had  sent 
him  to  hia  grave.  But  in  all  times  the  wise  and 
brave  man  s  toil  has  been  the  sport  of  fools  ! 

The  battle  of  Alba  de  Tormes  ended  the  great 
military  transactions  of  1809.  In  the  beginning, 
Napoleon  broke  to  atoms  and  dispersed  the  feeble 
structure  of  the  Spanish  insurrection.  After  his 
departure  the  invasion  stagnated  amidst  the  bicker- 
ings of  his  lieutenants.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
turned  the  war  back  upon  the  invaders  for  a  mo- 
ment, but  the  jealousy  and  folly  of  his  ally  soon  ob- 
liged him  to  retire  to  Portugal.  The  Spaniards 
then  tried  their  single  strength,  and  were  trampled 
under  foot  at  Ocana,  and  notwithstanding  the  assist- 
ance of  England,  the  offensive  passed  entirely  from 
their  hands.  In  the  next  book  we  shall  find  them 
every  where  acting  on  the  defensive,  and  every 
where  weak. 
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BOOK  X. 
CHAPTER  I. 

Napoleon,  victorious  in  Germatty,  was  ready  to  ohap. 

turn  his  undivided  strength  once  more  against  the i — 

Peninsula,  but  he  complained  of  the  past  inactivity 
of  the  king,  and  Joseph  prepared  to  commence  the 
campaign  of  1810  with  vigour.  His  first  operations, 
however,  indicated  great  infirmity  of  purpose.  When 
Del  Parque's  defeat  on  one  side  and  Echevaria's  on 
the  other  had  freed  his  flanks,  and  while  the  British 
army  was  still  at  Badajos,  he  sent  the  fourth  corps 
towards  Valencia,  yet  immediately  afterwards  re- 
called it,  as  well  as  the  first  corps,  which  since  the 
battle  of  Ocana  had  been  at  Santa  Cruz  de  Mudela. 
The  march  of  this  last  corps  through  La  Mancha 
was  however  remarkable.  For  the  first  time  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  peasantry,  indig* 
nant  at  the  flight  of  the  soldiefS;  guided  the  pur^ 
suers  to  the  retreats  of  the  fugitives. 

Joseph's  vacillation  was  partly  occasioned  by  the 
insurrection  in  Navarre  under  Renovalles  and  Mina ; 
partly  because  lord  Wellington,  previous  to  quitting 
the  Guadiaua,  had  informed  the  Junta  of  Badajos 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  that  he  was  about  to  eva* 
cuate  their  district,  and  his  confidential  letter  being 
published  in  th6  town  Qax^tte,  and  ostentatiously 

h2 
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BOOK    copied  into  the  Seville  papers,  made  Joseph  suspect 
it  to  be  a  cloak  to  some  oflFensive  project.    However, 


the  false  movements  of  the  first  and  fourth  corps 
distracted  the  Spaniards,  and  emboldened  the  French 
partizans  who  were  very  numerous  both  in  Valencia 
and  Andalusia.  When  the  troubles  in  Navarre 
w6re  quieted  by  Suchet,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
British  army  in  the  valley  of  the  Mondego  known, 
Joseph  seriously  prepared  for  the  conquest  of  Anda- 
lusia. This  enterprise,  less  difficult  than  an  invasion 
of  Portugal,  promised  immediate  pecuniary  advan- 
Appendix,  tages,  which  was  no  slight  consideration  to  a  sove- 
scct.  1.'  reign  whose  ministers  were  reduced  to  want  from 
the  non-payment  of  their  salaries,  and  whose  troops 
were  thirteen  months  in  arrears  of  pay.  Napoleon, 
a  rigid  stickler  for  the  Roman  maxim,  that  "  war 
should  support  war,"  paid  only  the  corps  near  the 
frontiers  of  France,  and  rarely  recruited  the  military 
chest. 

Both  the  military  and  political  affairs  of  Anda- 
lusia were  now  at  the  lowest  ebb.  The  calm  pro- 
duced by  the  promise  to  convoke  the  National 
Cortes  had  been  short-lived.  The  disaster  of  Ocana 
revived  all  the  passions  of  the  people,  and  afforded 
the  old  Junta  of  Seville,  the  council  of  Castile,  and 
other  enemies  of  the  Central  Junta,  an  opportunity 
to  pull  down  a  government  universally  obnoxious, 
and  the  general  discontent  was  increased  by  the 
measures  adopted  to  meet  the  approaching  crisis. 
The  marquis  of  Astorga  had  been  succeeded  by  the 
archbishop  of  Laodicea,  under  whose  presidency  the 
Junta  published  a  manifesto,  assuring  the  people 
that  there  was  no  danger, — that  Areizaga  could  de- 
fend the  Morena  against  the  whole  power  of  France, 
— that  Alburquerque  would,  from  the  side  of  Estre- 
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madura,   fall  upon   the  enemy's  rear, — that  a  se-  chap. 
cond  Baylen  might  be  expected.     But  while  thus  ■ 

attempting  to  delude  the  public,  they  openly  sent  J«nuai?y. 
property  to  Cadiz  and  announced  that  they  would 
transfer  their  sittings  to  that  town  on  the  1st  of  Feb- 
raary.  Meanwhile,  desiring  to  seem  active,  decrees 
were  issued  for  a  levy  of  a  hundred  thousand  men, 
for  a  forced  loan  of  half  the  jewels,  plate,  and  mo- 
ney, belonging  to  individuals  ;  and  sums  left  for  pious 
purposes  were  also  appropriated  to  the  service  of 
the  state. 

To  weaken  their  adversaries,  the  Junta  offered 
Romana  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  Morena 
and  imprisoned  the  Conde  de  Montijo  and  Fran- 
cisco Palafox.  The  marquis  of  Lazan,  accused  of 
being  in  league  with  his  brother,  was  confined  in 
Pensicola,  and  the  Conde  de  Tilly,  detected  in  a 
conspiracy  to  seize  the  public  treasure  and  make 
for  America,  was  thrown  into  a  dungeon  where 
it  is  believed  his  infamous  existence  terminated. 
The  celebrated  Padre  Gil  was  sent  on  a  mission  to 
Sicily.  While  on  his  passage  he  told  an  English 
gentleman,  "  They  have  sent  me  on  this  embassy  to 
get  rid  of  my  never  ceasing  remonstrances;  and  I 
have  submitted  to  this  banishment  for  fear  1  might  be 
got  rid  of  in  another  wayT  Romana  refused  to  serve, 
and  Blake,  recalled  from  Catalonia,  was  appointed 
to  command  the  troops  re-assembled  at  La  Carolina ; 
most  of  the  other  generals  kept  aloof,  and  in  Galli- 
cia  the  Conde  de  Noronha  resigning  his  com- 
mand issued  a  manifesto  against  the  Junta :  the 
public  hatred  increased,  and  the  partizans  of  Pala- 
fox and  Montijo,  certain  that  the  people  would  be 
against  the  government  under  any  circumstances, 
only  waited  for  a  favourable  moment  to  commence 
violence.      Andalusia   was   but   one  remove   from 
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^^    anarchy  ivhen  the  intrusive  monarch  reached  tlie 
—  foot  of  the  Morena  with  a  great  and  well  organized 
army. 

The  military  preparation  of  the  Junta  har* 
monised  with  their  political  conduct.  The  decree 
for  levying  a  hundred  thousand  men,  issued  when 
the  enemy  was  but  a  few  marches  from  the  seat  of 
government,  was  followed  by  an  order  to  distribute 
a  hundred  thousand  poinards,  as  if  assassination 
were  the  mode  in  which  a  great  nation  could  or 
ought  to  defend  itself,  especially  when  the  regular 
forces  at  the  disposal  of  the  Junta  were  still  nume- 
rous enough,  if  well  directed,  to  have  made  a  stout 
resistance.  Areizaga  had  still  twenty-five  thousand 
men  at  Carolina  in  the  Morena;  Echevaria,  with 
eight  thousand,  was  at  Hellin  ;  five  or  six  thousand 
were  spread  over  Andalusia,  and  Alburquerque  had 
fifteen  thousand  behind  the  Guadiana.  The  troops 
at  Carolina  were,  however,  dispirited  and  disor- 
ganized, Blake  had  not  arrived,  and  Alburquerque, 
distracted  with  contradictory  orders,  transmitted 
almost  daily  by  the  Junta,  could  contrive  no  reason- 
able plan  of  action  until  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  enabled  him  to  disregard  all  instructions. 
Thus,  amidst  a  whirlpool  of  passions  intrigues  and 
absurdities,  Andalusia,  although  a  mighty  vessel 
and  containing  all  the  means  of  safety,  was  destined 
to  sink. 

This  great  province,  composed  of  four  king- 
doms, namely,  Jaen  and  Cordoba  in  the  north, 
Grenada  and  Seville  in  the  south,  was  protected 
on  the  right  by  Murcia,  on  the  left  by  Portugal^ 
both  in  possession  of  the  allies.  The  northern 
frontier  only  was  accessible  to  the  French,  who 
could  attack  it  either  by  La  Mancha  of  Estre- 
madura ;  but,  between  those  proTinces,  the  Toledo 
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and  Guadalupe  mountains  forbad  all  military  com-  ^^^^* 
mnnication  until  near  the  Morena,  where  abating 
somewhat  of  their  surly  grandeur,  they  leave  a 
space  through  which  troops  could  move  from  one 
province  to  the  other  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
frontier  of  Andalusia. 

Towards  La  Mancha,  the  Morena  was  so  savage 
that  only  the  royal  road  to  Seville  was  practicable 
for  artillery ;  entering  the  hills  a  little  in  advance  of 
Santa  Cruz  de  Mudela,  at  a  pass  of  wonderful 
strength  called  the  Despenas  Perros,  it  led  by  La 
Carolina  and  Baylen  to  Andujar.  On  the  right, 
indeed,  another  route  passed  through  the  Puerto 
del  Rey,  but  it  fell  into  the  first  at  Navas  Toloza, 
a  little  beyond  the  Despenas  Perros ;  there  were 
other  passes  also,  but  all  falling  again  into  the 
main  road,  before  reaching  La  Carolma.  Santa 
Cmz  de  Mudela  was  therefore  a  position  menacing 
the  principal  passes  of  the  Morena  from  La 
Maocha. 

To  the  eastward  of  Santa  Cruz  the  town  of  Villa 
Nueva  de  los  Infantes  presented  a  second  point  of 
concentration  for  the  invaders.  From  thence,  roads, 
practicable  for  cavalry  and  infantry,  penetrated  the 
hills  by  La  Venta  Quemada  and  the  Puerto  de  San 
Esteban,  leading  to  Baeza,  Ubeda,  and  Jaen. 

In  like  manner,  on  the  westward  of  Santa  Cruz, 
roads,  or  rather  paths,  penetrated  into  the  kingdom 
of  Cordoba.  One  entering  the  mountains  by  Fuen 
Cahente,  led  upon  Montoro ;  a  second,  called  the 
La  Plata,  passed  by  La  Conquista  to  Adamuz ;  and 
just  beyond  these  roads  the  ridges  separating  La 
Mancha  from  Estremadura  begin  to  soften  down, 
permitting  military  ingress  to  the  latter  by  the 
passes  of  Mochuello,  Almaden  de  Azogues,    and 
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BOOK  Agudo.  HeDce  an  army  enteriDg  Estremadura  to 
-invade  Andalusia,  must  still  pass  the  Morena, 
moving  by  one  or  all  of  three  great  roads,  namely, 
from  Medellin  and  Llerena  to  Guadalcanal;  from 
Badajos  to  Seville  by  the  defiles  of  Monasterio  and 
Ronquillo,  or,  by  Xeres  de  los  Caballeros,  Fregenal, 
and  Aracena.  From  Almaden,  there  was  also  a 
way  through  Belalcazar  to  Guadalcanal.  But  all 
these  routes,  except  that  of  Aracena,  whether  from 
La  Mancha  or  Estremadura,  led,  after  crossing  the 
mountains,  into  the  valley  of  the  Guadalquivir.  The 
waters  of  this  river,  drawn  from  a  multitude  of 
sources,  at  first  roll  westward,  washing  the  foot  of 
the  Morena  as  far  as  the  city  of  Cordoba,  then 
bending  gradually  towards  the  south,  they  flow  by 
Seville  and  are  finally  lostjn  the  Atlantic. 

To  defend  the  passage  of  the  Morena,  Areizaga 
posted  his  right  in  the  defiles  of  San  Esteban  and 
Montizon,  covering  the  city  of  Jaen  the  old  walls 
of  which  were  armed.  His  left  occupied  the  paaess 
of  Fuen  Caliente  and  Mochuello,  covering  Cordoba. 
His  centre  was  established  at  La  Carolina,  and  in 
the  defiles  of  the  Despenas  Perros  and  Puerto  del 
Rey,  which  were  entrenched,  but  with  so  little 
skill  and  labour  as  to  excite  the  ridicule  rather 
than  the  circumspection  of  the  enemy  And  here 
it  may  be  well  to  notice  an  error  relative  to  the 
strength  of  mountain-defiles,  common  enough  even 
amongst  men  who,  with  some  experience  of  war 
have  yet  taken  a  contracted  view  of  their  profes- 
sion. 

From  such  persons  it  is  usual  to  hear  of  narrow 
passes  in  which  the  greatest  multitudes  may  be 
resisted.  Now  without  stopping  to  prove  that  local 
strength  is  nothing  if  the  flanks  can  be  turned  by 
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other  roads,    we  may   be  certain   there  are    few  chap. 
positions  so  difficult  as  to  render  superior  numbers 
of  no  avail.     Where  one  man  can  climb  another 
can ;  and  a  numerous  infantry,  crowning  the  acclivi- 
ties on  the  right  and  left  of  a  disputed  pass,  will 
soon  oblige  the  defenders  to  retreat  or  to  fight  upon 
equal  terms.     If  this  takes  place  at  any  point  of  an 
extended  front  of  defiles,  such  as  those  of  the  Sierra 
Morena,  the  dangerous  consequences  to  the  whole 
of  the  beaten  army  are  obvious.    Hence  such  passes 
shoald  only  be  considered  as  fixed  points,  around 
which  an  army  should  operate  freely  in  defence  of 
more  exposed  situations,  for  defiles  are  doors  the 
keys  of  which  are  on   the   summits  of  the   hills 
around  them.     A  bridge  is  a  defile,   yet  troops  are 
never  posted  in  the  middle,  but  behind  a  bridge  to 
defend  the  passage.     By  extending  this  principle, 
we  shall  draw  the   greatest  advantages  from  the 
strength  of  mountain-passes.     The  practice  of  some 
great  generals  may  indeed  be  quoted  against  this 
opinion ;  nevertheless,  it  seems  more  consonant  to 
the  true  principles  of  war  to   place  only  detach- 
ments in  the  defiles  of  mountains,  and  keep  the 
main  body  in  some  central  point  behind,  ready  to 
fall  on  the  heads  of  the  enemy's  columns  as  they 
issue  from  the  gorges  of  the  hills. 

Pierced  by  many  roads,  and  defended  by  feeble 
dispirited  troops,  the  Morena  presented  no  great 
obstacle  to  the  French ;  yet,  as  they  came  up  against 
it  by  the  way  of  La  Mancha  only,  there  were  means 
to  render  their  passage  difficult.  If  Alburquerque, 
placing  his  army  either  at  Almaden  de  Azogues,  or 
Agudo,  had  operated  against  their  right  flank,  he 
must  have  been  beaten,  or  masked  by  a  strong  de- 
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^^^  tachment  before  Areizaga  could  have  been  safely 
-  attacked. 

Nor  was  Andalusia  itself  deficient  of  interior 
local  resources  for  an  obstinate  defence.  Parallel 
to  the  Morena,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  a  hun- 
dred miles,  the  Sierra  Nevada,  the  Apulxaras,  and 
the  Sierra  Ronda,  extend  from  the  borders  of 
Murcia  to  Gibraltar.  These  ridges  cut  oflF  a  narrow 
tract  of  country  along  the  coast  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, while  the  space  between  them  and  the  Mo- 
rena is  broken  by  less  extensive  ridges,  forming 
valleys  which,  gradually  descending  and  widening, 
are  finally  lost  in  the  open  country  about  Seville. 
Andalusia  may  therefore  be  considered  as  presenting 
three  grand  divisions  of  country : — 1**.  The  upper, 
or  rugged,  between  the  Sierra  Morena  and  the  Si- 
erra Nevada.  2**.  The  lower,  or  open  country, 
about  Seville.  3°.  The  coast-tract,  between  the 
mountain  and  the  Mediterranean.  This  last  is 
studded  in  its  whole  length  with  sea-port  towns  and 
castles,  such  as  Malaga,  Velez-Malaga,  Motril, 
Ardra,  Marbella,  Estipona,  and  an  infinity  of 
smaller  places. 

No  important  line  of  defence  is  oflTered  by  the 
Guadalquivir.  An  army,  after  passing  the  Morena, 
would  follow  the  course  of  its  waters  to  gain  the 
lower  parts  of  Andalusia,  thus  descending,  the  ad- 
vantage of  position  would  be  with  the  invaders. 
But  to  reach  the  Mediterranean  coast,  the  ridges  of 
the  Nevada  or  Ronda  must  be  crossed,  and  most  of 
the  minor  parallel  ridges  enclosing  the  valleys 
whose  waters  run  towards  the  Atlantic.  Now  all 
those  valleys  contain  great  towns,  such  as  Jaen  and 
Cordoba,  Ubeda,  Grenada,  and  Alcala  Real,  most 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  107 

of  whiob,  formerly  fortified  and  still  retaining  their   chap- 

ancient  walls,  were  capable  of  defence ;  wherefore 

tjie  enemy  could  not  have  approached  the  Mediter- 
ranean, nor  Grenada^  nor  the  lower  country  about 
Seville,  without  first  taking  Jaen  or  Cordoba,  or 
both«  The  difiiculty  of  besieging  those  places 
while  a  Spanish  army  was  stationed  at  Alcala  Real 
or  Ecija,  while  the  mountains,  on  both  flanks  and 
ID  the  rear  were  filled  with  insurgents,  and  while 
Alburquerque  hung  upon  the  rear  at  Almada,  is  ap- 
parent Pompey's  sons,  acting  upon  this  system, 
nearly  baffled  Ceesar,  although  that  mighty  man 
had  firiends  in  the  province,  and  with  his  accus- 
tomed celerity  fell  upon  his  youthful  adversaries 
before  their  arrangements  were  matured. 

But  in  this  the  third  year  of  the  war,  the  Junta 
were  unprovided  with  any  plan  of  defence  beyond 
the  mere  occupation  of  the  passes  in  the  Morena. 
Those  once  forced,  Seville  was  open;  from  that 
great  city  the  French  could  penetrate  into  all  parts ; 
and  their  communication  with  Madrid  became  of 
secondary  importance,  because  Andalusia  abounded 
in  the  materials  of  war,  and  Seville,  the  capital  of 
the  province  and  from  its  political  position  the  most 
important  town  in  Spain,  was  furnished  with  arse- 
nals, cannon-founderies,  and  all  establishments  ne- 
cessary to  a  great  military  power. 


INVASION  OF  ANDALUSIA. 

The  number  of  fighting  men  destined  for  this 
enterprise  was  about  sixty-five  thousand.  Marshal 
Sonlt  directed  the  movements,  but  the  king  was 
disposed  to  take  a  m<H*e  prominent  part  in  the  mil  i- 
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BOOK  tary  arrangements  than  a  due  regard  for  his  own 
-— -- — interest  would  justify.  To  cover  Madrid  and  to 
January,  watch  the  British  army,  the  second  corps  wag 
posted  between  Talavera  and  Toledo,  with  strong 
detachments  pushed  into  the  valley  of  the  Tagus ;  * 
two  thousand  men,  drawn  from  the  reserve,  garri- 
soned the  capital ;  as  many  were  in  Toledo,  and 
two  battalions  occupied  minor  posts,  such  as  Ar- 
ganda  and  Guadalaxara.  Gazan's  division  was  re- 
called from  Castile,  Milhaud's  from  Aragon  ;  the 
first,  fourth,  and  fifth  corps,  the  king's  guards,  and 
the  reserve,  increased  by  some  reinforcements  from 
France,'  were  directed  upon  Andalusia. 

During  the  early  part  of  January,  the  troops 
gained  by  easy  marches  the  foot  of  the  Morena, 
where  Milhaud's  division,  coming  by  the  way  of 
Benillo,  rejoined  the  fourth  corps.  A  variety  of 
menacing  demonstrations,  made  along  the  front  of 
the  Spanish  line  of  defence  between  the  14th  and 
17th,  caused  Areizaga  to  abandon  his  advanced 
positions  and  confine  himself  to  the  passes  of  the 
Morena,  and  the  18th,  the  king  arrived  in  person 
at  Santa  Cruz  de  Mudela,  the  whole  army  being 
then  collected  in  three  distinct  masses. 

In  the  centre,  the  artillery  the  king's  guards  the 
reserve  and  the  fifth  corps,  under  marshal  Mortier, 
were  established  at  Santa  Cruz  and  Elviso,  close  to 
the  mouths  of  the  Despenas  Perros  and  the  Puerto 
del  Rey. 

On  the  left,  Sebastiani  occupied  Villa  Nueva  de 
los  Infantes  with  the  fourth  corps,  and  prepared 
to  penetrate  by  Venta  Quemada  and  Puerto  San 
Esteban  into  the  kingdom  of  Jaen. 

On  the  right,  the  duke  of  Belluno,  placing  a 
detachment    in    Agudo    to    watch   Alburquerque, 
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occupied  Almaden  de  Azogues  with  the  first  corps ;   chap. 
he  pushed  an  advanced  guard  into  the  pass  of  Mo- 


chuelo,  and  sent  patrols  through  Benalcazar  and  Januanr- 
Hinojosa  towards  Guadalcanal.     By  these  dispo* 
sitions,  Areizaga's  line  of  defence  in  the  Morena 
and  Alburquerque's  line  of  retreat  from  Estremadura, 
were  alike  threatened. 

On  the  20th,  Sebastiani,  after  a  slight  skirmish, 
forced  the  defiles  of  Esteban,  making  a  number  of 
prisoners ;  and  when  the  Spaniards  rallied  behind 
the  Guadalen,  one  of  the  tributary  torrents  of  the 
Gaadalquiver,  he  again  defeated  them,  and  ad- 
vancing into  the  plains  of  Ubeda  secured  the 
bridges  over  the  Guadalquiver. 

In  the  centre,  DessoUes  carried  the  Puerto  del 
Rey  without  firing  a  shot,  and  Gazan's  division, 
crowning  the  heights  right  and  left  of  the  Despenas 
Perros,  turned  all  the  Spanish  works ;  the  pass  was 
then  abandoned,  and  Mortier,  with  the  main  body 
and  the  artillery,  pouring  through,  reached  La 
Carolina  in  the  night,  and  the  next  day  took  pos- 
session of  Andujar  ;  having  passed  in  triumph  over 
the  fatal  field  of  Baylen;  more  fatal  to  the  Spaniards 
than  to  the  French,  for  the  foolish  pride  engendered 
by  that  victory  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
their  subsequent  losses.  Meanwhile  the  duke  of 
Belluno  pushed  detachments  to  Montoro,  Adamuz, 
and  Pozzoblanco,  his  patrols  appeared  close  to 
Cordoba,  and  his  flanking  parties  communicated 
with  the  fifth  corps  at  Andujar.  Thus  two  days 
and  skilful  combinations  upon  an  extent  of  fifty 
miles  rendered  vain  the  lofty  barrier  of  the  Morena, 
and  Andalusia  beheld  the  French  masses  portent- 
ously gathered  on  the  interior  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains. 
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^^^  In  Seville  all  was  anarchy.  Palafox  and  Mon- 
•  ^g^^  tijo's  partizans  were  secretly  ready  to  strike,  and 
Janoaiy.  the  Ancicot  Junta  openly  prepared  to  resume  their 
former  power.  The  timid,  and  those  who  had  port* 
able  property,  endeavoured  to  remove  to  Cadiz,  but 
the  populace  opposed  this,  and  the  peasantry  came 
into  the  city  so  fast  that  above  a  hundred  thousand 
persons  were  within  the  walls,  and  the  multitude, 
scarcely  knowing  what  to  expect  or  wish,  only 
wanted  a  signal  to  break  out  into  violence.  The 
Central  Junta,  fearing  alike  the  enemy  and  their 
own  people,  prepared  to  fly,  yet  faithful  to  their 
system  of  delusion,  even  while  their  packages  vrere 
actually  embarking  for  Cadiz  they  assured  the 
people,  that  the  enemy  had  indeed  forced  the  pass 
of  Almaden  leading  from  La  Mancha  into  Estre* 
madura,  but  no  danger  could  thence  arise;  be- 
cause the  duke  Del  Parque  was  in  full  march  to 
join  Alburquerque,  and  those  generals,  being  when 
united  stronger  than  the  enemy,  would  fall  upon  his 
flank,  while  Areizaga  would  cooperate  from  the 
Morena  and  gain  a  great  victory ! 

It  was  on  the  20th  of  January  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  Morena  was  being  forced  at  all  points, 
that  this  deluding  address  was  published ;  and  it 
was  not  until  the  day  after,  that  the  Junta  de- 
spatched orders  for  the  duke  Del  Parque,  who  was 
then  in  the  mountains  beyond  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  to 
efiect  that  junction  with  Alburquerque  from  which 
such  great  things  were  expected !  Del  Parque  re- 
ceived the  despatch  on  the  24th,  and  prepared  to 
obey.  Alburquerque,  alive  to  all  the  danger  of 
the  crisis,  left  general  Contreras  at  Medellin  with 
four  thousand  five  hundred  men  destined  to  form  a 
garrison  for  Badajos,  and  marched  himself  on  the 
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22d,  with  about  nine  thousand,   towards  Agudo,    <^hap- 
intending  to  fall  upon  the  flank  of  the  first  corps ;  * 


bat  he  had  scarcely  commenced  his  movement  when  ianouy. 
he  learned  that  Agudo  and  Almaden  were  occupied, 
and  the  French  patrols  already  at  Benalcazar  and 
Hinojosa,  within  one  march  of  his  own  line  of 
retreat  upon  Seville.  In  this  conjuncture,  sending 
Contreras  to  Badajos  and  his  own  artillery  through 
the  defile  of  Monasterio,  he  marched  with  his 
infantry  to  Guadalcanal.  During  the  movement 
he  continued  to  receive  contradictory  and  absurd 
orders  from  the  Junta,  some  of  which  he  disre- 
Gfarded  and  others  he  could  not  obey,  but,  conform- 
ing to  circumstances,  when  the  Morena  was  forced 
he  descended  into  the  basin  of  Seville,  crossed  the 
Guadalquiver  at  the  ferry  of  Cantillana,  reached 
Carmona  on  the  25th,  and  immediately  pushed  with 
his  cavalry  for  Ecija  to  observe  the  enemy's  pro- 
gress. Meanwhile  the  storm,  so  long  impending 
over  the  Central  Junta,  burst  at  Seville. 

Early  on  the  24th  a  great  tumult  arose.  Mobs 
traversing  all  the  quarters  of  the  city  called  out  for 
the  deposition  of  the  Junta  and  the  heads  of  the 
members.  Francisco  Palafox  and  Montijo  were 
released,  the  Junta  of  Seville  was  re-established  by 
acclamation,  the^  Central  Junta  committed  to  it 
the  defence  of  Andalusia  and  endeavoured  to  reach 
Cadiz,  each  member  as  he  could,  but  all  with  the 
full  intention  of  reuniting  and  resuming  their 
authority :  however  on  the  road  some  of  them  were 
cast  into  prison  by  the  people,  and  some  were  like 
to  be  slain  at  Xerez. 

The  Junta  of  Seville  had  no  intention  that  the 
Central  Junta  should  ever  revive.  Saavedra,  the 
President  of  the  former,  calmed  the  tumult  in  the 
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^^^   city,  restored  Romana  to  the  command  of  his  old  army, 
-  made  some  other  popular  appointments,  and  in  con- 


itiniB^.  junction  with  his  colleagues  sent  a  formal  proposition 
to  the  Junta  at  Badajos,  inviting  them  to  take  into 
consideration  the  necessity  of  constituting  a  Re- 
gency. This  was  readily  acceded  to,  but  the  events 
of  war  crowded  on  and  overlaid  their  schemes. 
Three  days  after  the  flight  of  the  Central  Junta, 
treason  and  faction  were  so  busy  amongst  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Seville  Junta  that  they  also  disbanded. 
Some  remained  in  the  town,  others,  amongst  them 
Saavedra,  repaired  to  Cadiz,  the  tumults  were  then 
renewed  with  greater  violence,  and  Romana  was 
called  upon  to  assume  the  command  and  defend  the 
city,  but  he  evaded  this  dangerous  honour  and 
proceeded  to  Badajos. 

Thus  abandoned  to  themselves,  the  people  of 
Seville  elected  a  military  junta,  and  discovered  the 
same  disposition  as  the  people  of  other  towns  in 
the  Peninsula  had  done  upon  like  occasions.  If 
men  like  the  Tios  of  Zaragoza  had  then  assumed 
command  they  might  have  left  a  memorable  tale 
and  a  ruined  city ;  but  there  were  none  so  firm,  or 
so  ferocious,  a  feeling  of  helplessness  produced  fear 
in  all  and  Seville  was  ready  to  submit  to  the  in- 
vaders. 

When  the  passs^e  of  the  mountains  was  com- 
pletely eflFected  the  French  corps  received  their 
artillery,  the  centre  and  right  wing  remained  sta- 
tionary, and  a  detachment  of  the  first  corps  which 
had  approached  Cordoba  returned  to  Montoro. 
Areizaga  rallied  his  troops  at  Jaen,  but  Sebastiani 
marching  from  Ubeda  drove  him  upon  Alcala  Real, 
and  Jaen  surrendered  with  forty-six  guns  mounted 
on  the  walls.     The  Spanish  general  made  one  more 
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Stand,  and  being  again  beaten  with  the  loss  of  all    ^^^^• 
his  artillery   his  army  dispersed.     Five  thousand 


infantry  and  some  squadrons  of  cavalry  throwing  J*ntt*iy. 
away  their  arms  escaped  to  Gibraltar,  and  Areizaga 
flying  with  a  remnant  of  horse  into  the  king- 
dom of  Murcia,  was  there  superseded  by  Blake. 
Meanwhile,  Sebastiani  entered  Grenada,  and  was 
received  with  apparent  joy,  so  entirely  had  the 
go?emDfient  of  the  Central  Junta  extinguished  the 
former  enthusiasm  of  the  people. 

The  capture  of  Jaen  secured  the  left  flank  of  the 
French,  and  the  king  moved  with  the  centre  and 
right,  to  Cordoba  where  also  the  invaders  were  re- 
ceived without  any  mark  of  aversion.*  Thus  the 
upper  country  was  entirely  conquered.  But  the  pro- 
jects of  Joseph  were  not  confined  to  Andalusia ;  he 
had  opened  a  secret  communication  with  Valencia, 

*  Bopont's  proceedings  at  Cordoba,  at  related  in  my  first  voliime^  have  been 
ceuiMated  npoA  in  a  recent  pablication»  entitled  "  AmuU  of  the  Pemmmdar 


Duponi 
must 


Upon  the  authority  of  general  Foy,  the  author  asserts  that  Cordoba  was  sacked* 
ctlls  it  "  aaraimtom  airoeii^,"  and  "  on  inkumtm  butchery,"  and  no  doubt, 
taking  for  fiction  the  stories  of  Agathocles,  Marius,  Sylla,  and  a  thousand 
others,  graveW  affirms,  that,  emaeUjf  and  cmeiiy  are  rareiy  united  ;  that  D\ 
wmefM,  and  that  Napoleon  did  notpoimm  him  in  a  dumon,  but  that  he 
have  "  dredged  on  a  mieerabie  exittenee  expoeedto  univeraaftoom  and  hatred." 

Uofiortanatf  ly  for  the  application  of  this  nursery  philosophy,  Oopont,  although 
a  bad  officer,  was  a  man  of  acknowledged  talents,  end  became  minister  of  war 
at  the  restoration  of  the  Boari>ons,  a  period  fixed  by  the  author  ui^the  AnnaU," 
tuyere  ofgoodgooemment  in  France, 

I  rejected  Poy's  authority,  1st,  because  his  work,  imfinished  aod  posthumous, 
diicovered  more  of  the  orator  than  the  impartial  historian,  and  he  was  politically 
opposed  to  Dupont.  Secondly,  because  he  was  not  an  eve-witness,  and  hia  re- 
lation,  at  variance  with  the    official  journal  of  Dtmontt  operaiiont,    was  also 


eoBtradicted  by  the  testimony  or  a  Britith  general  o/huwn  talenit  and  acouraegft 
uho  obtained  hie  information  on  the  »pot  a  few  moniha  mheequent  to  the  eoent, 

"  Some  time  after  the  victory,  order  wa$  rettored,  pMage  wat  forbidden  under 
fern  of  death,  and  the  eAocen  oompaaie*  imntttamea  the  jM^tce."— Journal  of 
Operations. 

(krdoba  tpof  raot  pOlaged,  bein^  one  of  the  few  places  where  the  French  were 
ueH  mewerf.  —Letter  from  a  British  general  to  colonel  Napier. 

On  this  point  therefore  I  am  clear  \  but  the  author  of  the  "  AnndU/*  after  con- 
tnsting  my  account  with  Foy*s,  thus  proceeds,  "  It  \%  only  necessaiy  to  add, 
that  the  preceding  statement  is  given  by  colonel  Napier  without  any  quotation  of 


A  less  concise  writer  might  have  thought  it  right  to  add  that,  nx  monthi  pre- 
viont  to  the  publication  of  the  Annals,  colonel  Napier,  hearing  that  some  ot  his 
statements  appeared  inconclusive  to  the  author  of  that  work,  becauae  there  was  no 
^mtetienofaiidhoriiy,XTAnna\tie6  through  a  mntoal  friend,  an  aswitrance  that  he 
Bad  aathority  for  every  statement  and  would  willingly /urnMA  the  author  with 
^eruUef  them :  no  notice  was  taken  of  this  offer. 

VOL.  III.  I 
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B^^  where  his  partisans  undertook  to  raise  a  commotion 

whenever  a  French  force  should  appear  before  the 

janiiaiy.  city.  Judging  now  that  no  serious  opposition 
would  be  made  in  Andalusia,  he  directed  Sebastiani 
to  cross  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  seize  the  Grenadan 
coast,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  attack  on  Va- 
lencia. And  to  insure  success,  he  wrote  from  Cor- 
suehet'ii  doba  to  Suchet,  urging  him  to  make  a  combined 
Memoin.  ^Qy^jj^gnt  ^.q^j  Ak^ou,  and  promising  a  powerful 
detachment  from  Andalusia  to  meet  him  under  the 
walls  of  Valencia.  Dessolles  meanwhile  occupied 
Cordoba  and  Jaen,  but  the  Ifirst  and  fifth  corps  and  the 
king's  guards  proceeded  towards  Ecija,  where,  it  will 
be  remembered,  Alburquerque's  cavalry  had  been 
posted  since  the  night  of  the  24th.  When  the  French 
approached  the  duke  fell  back  upon  Carmona, 
from  whence  he  could  retreat  either  to  Seville  or 
Cadiz,  the  way  to  the  latter  being  through  Utrera. 
But  from  Ecija  there  was  a  road  through  Moron  to 
Utrera,  shorter  than  that  leading  through  Carmona, 
and  along  this  road  the  cavalry  of  the  first  corps 
was  pushed  on  the  27th.  Alburquerque  then  despair- 
ing for  Seville  resolved  to  make  for  Cadiz.  To  fore- 
stal  the  enemy  he  gained  Utrera  with  great  expedi- 
tion, and  moving  by  Lebrija  and  Xeres,  journeying 
night  and  day,  reached  Cadiz  on  the  3d  of  February. 
Some  French  cavalry  skirmished  with  his  rear  at 
Utrera,  but  he  was  pursued  no  farther,  save  by 
scouting  parties,  for  the  king  had  now  altered  the 
original  plan  of  operations  :  the  first  corps,  instead 
of  pushing  for  Cadiz,  marched  by  Carmona  against 
Seville,  where  the  advanced  guard  arrived  on  the 
30th.  Some  entrenchments  and  batteries  had  been 
raised  for  defence.  Seven  thousand  soldiers,  chiefly 
fugitives  from  the  Morena,  were  in  garrison,  and 
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the  populace,  still  governing  and  announcing  a  lofty   chap. 

determination,  fired  upon  the  bearer  of  a  summons. '- — 

Nevertheless,  the  city,  after  some  negotiation,  sur-  PebruMj. 
rendered  on  the  Slst  with  all  its  stores  founderies 
and  arsenals  complete,  and  on  the  1st  of  February 
the  king  entered  in  triumph.  Thus  the  lower  coun- 
try was  also  conquered  ;  there  remained  only  Cadiz 
and  the  coast  tract  lying  between  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  the  Sierra  de  Nevada  to  subdue. 

The  first  corps  was  now  sent  against  Cadiz,  the 
fifth  i^inst  Estremadura  ;  and  during  these  events 
Sebastiani  placed  fifteen  hundred  men  in  the  Al- 
hambra,  incorporated  among  his  troops  a  Swiss  bat- 
talion, composed  of  those  who  had  abandoned  the 
French  service  in  the  battle  of  Baylen,  and  seized 
Antequera.  He  was  desirous  to  establish  himself 
firmly  in  those  parts  before  he  crossed  the  Nevada, 
bnt  his  measures  were  precipitated  by  unexpected 
events.  At  Malaga,  the  people,  led  by  a  Capuchin 
friar,  imprisoned  the  local  Junta,  and  being  re- 
solved to  fight  the  French  collected  in  vast  numbers 
and  armed  in  all  manners  above  Antequera  and  Al- 
bania, where  the  road  from  Grenada  enters  the 
hills.  This  insurrection,  spreading  along  the 
mountains  and  even  in  the  Viega  or  plain  of  Gre- 
nada, was  not  to  be  neglected.  Sebastiani,  fearing 
that  the  insurgents  who  had  Gibraltar  on  one  fiank, 
Murcia  on  the  other,  and  many  sea-ports  and  for- 
tresses in  their  own  country,  should  organize  a  re- 
gular warfare,  marched  against  them,  and  after 
a  slight  skirmish  at  Alhama,  penetrating  the  hills, 
he  drove  the  whole  upon  Malaga,  near  which 
place  his  advanced  guard  under  general  Mil- 
haud  defeated  them  with  a  loss  of  five  hundred 
men  and  entered  the  town  fighting.     A  few  of  the 
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^x?^    vanquished  found  a  refuge  on  board  some  English 
~^z;z —  ships  of  war  and  the  rest  submitted.    More  than  one 
February,  huudied  picces  of  hcavy,  and  about  twenty  pieces  of 
field  artillery  with  ammunition,  stores,  and  a  quan- 
tity of  British  merchandize,  became  the  spoil  of  the 
conquerors;    Velez-Malaga  opened   its    gates  the 
cam'^'     next  day,  Motril  was  occupied,  and  the  insurrection 
w^'n?**'  was  entirely  quelled,  for  in  every  other  part  both 
olbralur*  troops  and  peasantry  were  terrified  and  submissive 
^^^'       to  the  last  degree- 
Meanwhile,  Victor  followed  the  traces  of  Albur- 
querque  with  such  diligence  as  to  reach  Chiclana 
on  the  4th,  and  it  is  generally  supposed  that  he 
might  have  rendered  himself  master  of  Leon  ;  for 
the  defensive  works  at  Cadiz  and  the  Isla  were  in 
no  way  improved,  but  rather  deteriorated  since  the 
period   of    sir  George  Smith's  negotiation.      The 
bridge  of  Zuazo  was  indeed  broken,  and  the  canal 
of  Santa  Petri  a  great  obstacle  ;  but  Alburquerque's 
troops  were  harassed,  dispirited,  ill  clothed,  badly 
armed  and  in  every  way  inefficient ;  the  people  of 
Cadiz  were  apathetic,  and  the  authorities  as  usual 
occupied  with  intrigues  and  private  interests.     In 
Appendix,  this  stfttc,  eight  thousand  Spanish  soldiers  could 
8«c.\V"    scarcely  have  defended  a  line  of  ten  miles  against 
twenty-five  thousand  French  if  a  sufficient  number 
of  boats  could  have  been  collected    to   cross  the 
canal. 

Venegas  was  governor  of  Cadiz,  but  when  it  was 
known  that  the  Central  Junta  had  been  deposed  at 
Seville,  a  Municipal  Junta,  chiefly  composed  of 
merchants,  was  elected  by  general  ballot.  This 
body,  as  inflated  and  ambitious  of  power  as  any 
that  had  preceded  it,  would  not  suffer  the  fugitive 
members  of  the  Central  Junta  to  assume  any  autho- 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  117 

rity ;  and  the  latter,  maugre  their  extreme  reluct-  chap. 
ance,  were  obliged  to  submit.     However,  by  the  ■        — 
advice  of  Jovellanos  they  appointed  a  Regency,  com-  FebmaijF. 
posed  of  men  not  taken  from  amongst  themselves, 
and  though  the  Municipal  Junta  vehemently  opposed 
this  proceeding  at  first,  the  judicious  intervention  of 
Mr.  Bartholomew  Frere  finally  induced  them  to  ac- 
quiesce.    On  the  29th  of  January,  the  bishop  of 
Orense,  general  Castanos,  Antonio  de  Escaiio,  Saa- 
vedra,  and  Fernandez  de  Leon,  were  appointed  Re- 
gents until  the  Cortes  could  be  assembled,  but  Leon 
was  afterwards  replaced  by  one  Lardizabal,  a  native 
of  New  Spain. 

The  council  of  Castile,  which  had  been  reinstated 
before  the  fall  of  Seville,  now  charged  the  deposed 
Junta,  and  truly,  with  usurpation — the  public  voice 
added  peculation  and  other  crimes ;  the  Regency, 
which  they  had  themselves  appointed,  seized  their 
papers,  sequestrated  their  effects,  threw  some  of  the 
members  into  prison,  and  banished  others  to  the 
provinces,  thus  completely  extinguishing  this  at 
once  odious,  ridiculous,  and  unfortunate  oligarchy. 
Amongst  the  persons  composing  it,  there  were  un- 
doubtedly some  of  unsullied  honour  and  fine  talents, 
ready  and  eloquent  of  speech  and  dexterous  in  ar- 
gument :  yet  Spain  is  not  the  only  country  where  men 
possessing  all  the  grace  and  ornament  of  words,  have 
proved  to  be  mean  and  contemptible  statesmen. 

Alburquerque,  elected  president  of  the  Municipal 
Junta  and  commander  of  the  forces,  endeavoured  to 
place  the  Isla  de  Leon  in  a  state  to  resist  a  sudden 
attack,  and  the  French,  deceived  as  to  its  real 
strength,  after  an  ineffectual  summons  proceeded  to 
gird  the  whole  bay  with  works.  Meanwhile.  Mar- 
shal Mortier,  leaving  a  brigade  of  the  fifth  corps  at 
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^^^   Seville,  pursued  a  body  of  four  thousand  men,  wfaicb, 
'  under  the  command  of  the  Visconde  de  Gand,  had 


1810. 

February,  retired  from  that  town  towards  the  Morena ;  they 
evaded  him  and  fled  to  Ayamonte,  where  they  might 
have  been  destroyed,  because  the  bishop  of  Algarve 
would  not,  from  national  jealousy,  suffer  them  to 
Irt'ii  Cor-  P^®  ^®  Portuguese  frontier,  but  Mortier,  disre- 
dS^"^'  garding  these  fugitives,  passed  the  Morena  by  Ron- 
^^^'  quillos  and  Monasterio,  and  marching  against  Bada- 
jos  summoned  it  the  12th  of  February.  Howev^ 
Contreras,  detached  as  we  have  seen  by  Albur- 
querque  to  this  quarter,  was  in  the  place,  and  the 
French  marshal  finding  it,  contrary  to  his  expecta- 
tion, in  a  state  of  defence  retired  to  Merida.  This 
terminated  the  first  series  of  operations  in  the  fourth 
epoch  of  the  war ;  operations  which,  in  three  weeks, 
had  put  the  French  in  possession  of  Andalusia  and 
Southern  Estremadura,  with  the  exception  of  Gibral- 
tar and  Cadiz  in  the  one,  and  of  Badajos,  Olivenza, 
and  Alburquerque  in  the  other  province.  Yet  great 
as  were  the  results  of  this  memorable  irruption,  more 
might  have  been  obtained,  and  the  capture  of  Cadiz 
would  have  been  a  fatal  blow  to  the  Peninsula. 

From  Andujar  to  Seville  is  only  a  hundred  miles. 
The  French  took  ten  days  to  traverse  that  space, 
a  tardiness  for  which  there  appears  no  adequate 
cause.  The  king,  apparently  elated  at  the  accla- 
mations and  seeming  cordiality  with  which  the 
towns  and  even  the  villages  greeted  him,  moved 
slowly.  He  imagined  that  Seville  would  open  her 
gates  at  once,  and  thinking  the  possession  of 
that  town  would  produce  the  greatest  moral  effect 
in  Andalusia  and  all  over  Spain,  changed  the  first 
judicious  plan  of  the  campaign  to  march  thither  in 
preference  to  Cadiz.     The  moral  influence  of  Seville 
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had  been  however,  transferred  along  with  the  govern-  <Jhap. 
meDt  to  Cadiz,  and  Joseph  was  deceived  in  his  expec- 


tations of  entering  the  former  city  as  he  had  entered  Febraa^. 
Cordoba.  When  he  discovered  his  error  there  was 
still  time  to  repair  it  by  a  rapid  pursuit  of  Albur- 
querque;  but  fearing  to  leave  a  city  with  a  hundred 
thousand  people  in  a  state  of  excitement  upon  his 
flank,  he  resolved  first  to  reduce  Seville.  He  met  in- 
deed with  no  formidable  resistance,  yet  so  much  of  op- 
position as  left  him  only  the  alternative  of  storming 
the  town  or  entering  by  negociation.  The  first  his 
humanity  forbad,  the  latter  cost  him  time,  which 
was  worth  his  crown ;  for  Alburquerque's  proceed- 
ings were  only  secondary,  the  ephemeral  resistance 
of  Seville  was  the  primary  cause  of  the  safety  of 
Cadiz. 

The  march  by  which  the  Spanish  duke  secured 
the  Isla  de  Leon,  is  only  to  be  reckoned  from  Car- 
mona.  Previous  to  his  arrival  there,  his  move- 
ments, although  judicious,  were  more  the  result  of 
necessity  than  of  skill.  After  the  battle  of  Ocana, 
he  expected  that  Andalusia  would  be  invaded ;  but, 
either  fettered  by  his  orders  or  ill-informed  of  the 
enemy's  movements,  his  march  upon  Agudo  was  too 
late,  and  his  after-march  upon  Guadalcanal  was  the 
forced  result  of  his  position  :  he  could  only  do  that, 
or  abandon  Andalusia  and  retire  to  Badajos. 

From  Guadalcanal  he  advanced  towards  Cordoba 
on  the  23d,  and  he  might  have  thrown  himself  into 
that  town ;  yet  the  prudence  of  taking  such  a  de- 
cided part  was  dependent  upon  the  state  of  public 
sentiment,  of  which  he  must  have  been  a  good 
jndge.  Alburquerque,  indeed,  supposed  the 
French  to  be  already  in  possession  of  the  place, 
whereas  they  did  not  reach  it  until  four  days  later ; 
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BOOK   but  they  could  easily  have  entered  it  on  the  24th, 
and   as  he  believed    they  had  done  so  it  is    ap- 


Pebnia^.  parent  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  the  people's 
disposition ;  in  this  view,  his  determination  to  cross 
the  Guadalquivir  and  take  post  at  Carmona,  was 
the  fittest  for  the  occasion.  It  was  at  Carmona  he 
first  appears  to  have  considered  Seville  a  lost  city, 
and  when  the  French  approached;  we  find  him 
-marching  with  a  surprising  energy  towards  Cadiz. 
Yet  he  was  again  late  in  deciding,  for  the  enemy's 
cavalry  moving  by  the  shorter  road  to  Utrera  over- 
took his  rear-guard ;  and  the  infantry  would  assur- 
edly have  entered  the  Island  of  Leon  with  him  if  the 
king  had  not  directed  them  upon  Seville.  The 
ephemeral  resistance  of  that  city  therefore  saved 
Alburquerque,  and  he  in  return  saved  Cadiz. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Lord  Wellington's  plans  were  deeply  a£fected  ^^j^**- 
by  the  invasion  of  Andalusia.  The  stupendous  ' 
campaign  he  was  then  meditating,  involved  rela- 
tions with  every  part  of  the  Peninsula,  and  it  is 
necessaiy  to  trace  the  Spanish  operations  in  all 
quarters  previous  to  describing  it,  lest  frequent 
references  should  destroy  the  unity  of  narrative 
essential  to  a  just  handling  of  the  subject. 


OPERATIONS    IN    NAVARRE,    ARA60N,    AND 
VALENCIA. 

Sachet  being  ordered  to  quell  the  disorders  in  juwaiy. 
Navarre  directed  an  active  pursuit  of  the  student 
Mina,  who  availing  himself  of  the  quarrel  between 
the  military  governor  and  the  viceroy  was  actually 
master  of  the  country  between  Pampeluna  and 
Tudela.  He  was  then  at  Sanguessa.  General 
Harispe,  with  some  battalions,  marched  straight 
against  him  from  Zaragoza,  while  detachments  from 
Tudela  and  Pampeluna  endeavoured  to  surround 
him  by  the  flanks,  and  a  fourth  body  moving  into 
the  valleys  of  Ainsa  and  Medianoz  cut  him  off  from 
the  Cinca  river. 

Harispe  quickly  reached  Sanguessa^  but  the 
column  from  Pampeluna  being  retarded,  Mina, 
with  surprising  boldness,  crossed  its  line  of  march 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


122  HISTORY  OF  THE 

^^^^  and  attacked  TaMa,  thus  cutting  the  great  French 
—  line  of  communication ;  the  garrison  however  made 
January,  a  stroug  Tcsistance  and  Mina  disappeared  the  next 
Memoiri.  day.  At  this  period,  reinforcements  from  France 
were  pouring  into  Navarre  and  a  division  under 
Loison  was  at  Logrono  ;  wherefore  Harispe  having, 
in  concert  with  that  general  and  with  the  garrison 
of  Pampeluna,  occupied  Sanguessa,  Sos,  Lodosa, 
Puenta  de  Reyna,  and  all  the  passages  of  the  Arga, 
Aragon,  and  Ebro  rivers,  launched  a  number  of 
moveable  columns,  which  chased  Mina  into  the 
high  parts  of  the  Pyrenees,  where  cold  and  hunger 
obliged  his  band  to  disperse.  The  enterprising 
chief  himself  escaped  with  seven  followers,  and 
when  the  French  were  tracking  him  from  house  to 
house,  he,  with  a  romantic  simplicity  truly  Spanish, 
repaired  to  Olite  in  disguise,  that  he  might  see 
the  new  general  pass  on  his  way  from  Zaragoza 
to  Pampeluna. 

But  Suchet,  while  seemingly  occupied  with 
the  disputes  between  the  French  officers  and  Jo- 
seph's civil  authorities  in  Pampeluna,  was  secretly 
preparing  guns  and  materials  for  a  methodical  war 
of  invasion  beyond  the  frontiers  of  Aragon ;  and 
when  general  Reynier,  coming  soon  afterwards 
from  France  with  troops  intended  to  form  an  eighth 
corps,  was  appointed  governor  of  Navarre,  he 
returned  to  Zaragoza.  During  his  absence,  although 
some  petty  actions  had  taken  place,  his  general 
arrangements  were  not  disturbed,  and  the  emperor 
having  promised  to  increase  the  third  corps  to 
thirty  thousand  men,  with  the  intention  of  direct- 
ing it  at  once  against  Valencia,  all  the  stores  be- 
fitting such  an  enterprise  were  collected  at  Terruel 
in  the  course  of  January.     The  resistance  of  Ge- 
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rona,  and  other  events  in  Catalonia,  b;Qwey<er,  baf-   ^^^^' 
fled  Napoleon's  calculations,  and  this  first  destina-  ■ 
tion  of  the  third  corps  was  changed.     Suchet  was  J^nuMy- 
then  ordered   to  besiege  Tortoza  or  Lerida;    an 
eighth  corps,  now  forming  at  Logrono,  was  directed 
to  cover  his  rear,  and  the  seventh  corps  was  to  ad- 
vance to  the  Lower  Ebro  and  support  the  siege. 
But  neither  was  this  arrangement  definitive ;  fresh 
orders  sent  the  eighth  corps  towards  Castile,  and 
just  at  this  moment  Joseph's  letter  from  Cordoba, 
calling  upon   Suchet  to  march   against  Valencia, 
arrived,  and  gave  a  new  turn  to  the  ajQfairs  of  the 
French  in  Spain. 

A  decree  of  the  emperor,  dated  the  8th  of  Ja- 
nuary, constituted  Aragon  a  particular  government, 
and  rendered  Suchet  independent  of  the  king's 
orders,  civil  or  military.  This  decree,  together 
with  a  renewed  order  to  commence  the  siege  of 
Lerida,  had;,  however,  been  intercepted,  and  the 
French  general,  doubtful  of  Napoleon's  real  views, 
undertook  the  enterprise  against  Valencia;  yet 
wishing  first  to  intimidate  the  partisans  hanging  on 
the  borders  of  Aragon,  he  detached  Laval  against 
Villa  Campa,  who  was  defeated  on  the  side  of  Cu- 
enea  and  his  troops  dispersed.  After  this  success 
he  proceeded  to  fortify  a  post  at  Terruel,  to  serve 
as  a  temporary  base  of  operations,  and  drew  toge- 
ther at  that  place  twelve  battalions  of  infantry, 
a  regiment  of  cuirassiers,  several  squadrons  of 
light  cavalry  and  some  field  artillery ;  at  the  same 
time  he  caused  six  battalions  and  three  squadrons 
of  cavalry  to  be  assembled  at  Alcanitz,  under 
general  Habert.  The  remainder  of  the  third  corps 
was  distributed  on  the  line  of  the  Cinca,  and  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro.     The  castles  of  Zara- 
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*x?^  goza,  Alcanitz,  Monzon,  Venasque,  Jaca,  Tudela, 
"^  \^^Q —  and  other  towns,  were  placed  in  a  state  of  defence, 
Pebraaiy.  and  fouF  thousand  men,  newly  arrived  from  France, 
were  pushed  to  Daroca  to  link  the  active  columns 
to  those  left  in  Aragon.  These  arrangements  oc- 
cupied the  whole  of  February,  and  on  the  1st  of 
March^  a  duplicate  of  the  intercepted  order  to 
commence  the  siege  of  Lerida  reached  Terruel; 
nevertheless,  as  Habert's  column,  which  had  marched 
on  the  27th,  by  the  road  of  Morella,  was  already 
committed  in  the  province  of  Valencia,  the  ope- 
ration went  on. 


INCURSION    TO    VALENCIA. 

The  first  day  brought  Suchet's  column  in  pre- 
sence of  the  Valencian  army.  Ventura  Caro,  cap- 
tain-general of  the  province,  was  already  in  march  to 
attack  the  French  at  Terruel,  and  his  advanced 
guard  of  five  or  six  thousand  regulars,  accompanied 
by  armed  peasants,  was  drawn  up  on  some  high 
ground  behind  the  river  Mingares.  The  bed  of 
this  torrent  was  a  deep  ravine,  so  suddenly  sunk 
as  not  to  be  perceived  until  close  upon  it.  The 
village  and  castle  of  Alventoza,  situated  somewhat 
in  advance  of  the  Spaniards'  centre,  were  occupied, 
and  commanded  one  bridge ;  their  right  rested  on 
the  village  and  bridge  of  Puenseca,  and  their  left 
on  the  village  of  Manzanera,  where  the  ground  was 
rather  more  practicable.  The  French  general  judg- 
ing rightly,  that  Caro  would  not  fight  so  far 
from  Valencia  while  Habert's  column  was  turning 
his  right,  sent  a  division  before  daylight  on  the  2d, 
to  turn  the  left  of  the  position  also,  and  so  cut  off  the 
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retreat  of  the  vanguard;  nevertheless,  although  the  ^^^p. 
French,  after  a  skirmish,  crossed  the  ravine,  the- 


Spaniards  fell  back  with  little  loss  upon  their  main  March, 
body,  and  Caro  retired  to  the  city  of  Valencia. 
Suchet  then  entered  Segorbe,  and  on  the  4th  was 
at  Murviedro,  the  ancient  Saguntum,  four  leagues 
from  Valencia.  At  the  same  time,  Habert,  who 
had  defeated  a  small  corps  at  Morella,  arrived  at 
Villa  Real  on  the  sea-coast.  The  country  between 
these  lines  of  march  was  mountainous  and  imprac- 
ticable, but  after  passing  Saguntum,  the  columns 
united  in  the  Huerta,  or  garden  of  Valencia,  the 
richest  and  most  delightful  part  of  Spain. 

Suchet  coming  before  the  city  on  the  5th  of 
March,  seized  the  suburb  Seranos  and  the  harbour 
called  the  Grao.  His  spies  at  first  confirmed  the 
hopes  of  an  insurrection  within  the  walls,  but  the 
treason  was  detected,  the  leader,  a  baron  Pozzo 
Blanco,  publicly  executed,  and  the  archbishop  and 
many  others  imprisoned ;  in  fine,  the  plan  had 
failed,  the  populace  were  in  arms,  and  there  was  no 
movement  of  French  troops  on  the  side  of  Murcia. 
Five  days  the  French  general  remained  before  the 
city,  vainly  negotiating,  and  then,  intrigue  failing, 
and  his  army  being  inadequate  to  force  the  de- 
fences, he  resolved  to  retire,  and  in  the  night  of  the 
10th  commenced  his  retreat  in  one  column  by 
Segorbe  and  Terruel.  Meanwhile  the  Spanish  par- 
tisans were  gathering  on  his  rear.  Combats  had 
already  taken  place  at  Liria  and  Castellon  de  la 
Plana,  and  general  Villa  Campa,  who  had  re- 
assembled his  dispersed  troops,  captured  four  guns 
with  their  ammunition  and  escort  between  Terruel 
and  Daroca ;  he  also  cut  off  another  detachment 
of  a  hundred  men  left  at  Alventoza,  and  having 
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^^^  invested  the  post  at  Temiel  nearly  won  the  castle 
on  the  7th  by  a  bold  and  ready  witted    attempt. 

March,  The  12th,  the  head  of  Suchet's  column  came  in 
sight,  Villa  Campa  retired,  and  the  17th  the  French 
general  reached  Zaragoza.  During  his  absence 
Perena  had  invested  Monzon,  and  when  the  gar- 
rison of  Fraga  marched  to  its  relief,  the  Spaniards 
from  Lerida  entered  the  latter  town  and  destroyed 
the  bridge  and  French  entrenchments.  M ina,  also, 
was  again  become  formidable,  and  though  several 
columns  were  sent  in  chase  of  him,  it  is  probable, 
that  they  would  have  done  no  more  than  disperse 
his  band  for  the  moment,  if  an  accident  had  not 
thrown  him  into  their  hands,  a  prisoner. 

Suchet's  failure  at  Valencia  was  more  hurtful  to 
the  French  than  would  at  first  sight  appear.  It 
happened  at  the  moment  when  the  National  Cortes, 
so  long  desired,  was  at  last  directed  to  assemble ; 
and  as  it  seemed  to  balance  the  misfortunes  of 
Andalusia  it  was  hailed  by  the  Spaniards  as  the 
commencement  of  a  better  era.  The  principal 
military  advantage  was  the  delaying  of  the  sieges 
of  Lerida  and  Mequinenza,  whereby  the  subjection 
of  Catalonia  was  retarded;  and  although  Suchet 
labours,  and  successfully,  to  show  that  he  was 
drawn  into  this  enterprise  by  the  force  of  circum- 
stances. Napoleon's  avowed  discontent  was  well 
founded.  The  operations  in  Catalonia  were  so 
hampered  by  the  nature  of  the  country,  that  it  was 
only  at  certain  conjunctures  any  progress  could  be 
made,  and  one  of  the  most  favourable  of  those  con- 
junctures was  thus  lost  for  want  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  third  corps;  but  to  understand  this  the 
military  topography  of  Catalonia  must  be  well  con- 
sidered. 
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That  province  is  divided  in  its  whole  length  by   ^^i^^' 
shoots  from  the  Pyrenees,  which  with   some  inter-  — — 

.  .  1810. 

ruption,  run  to  the  Atlantic  shores ;  for  the  sierras  Mafch. 
separating  Valencia  Murcia  and  Andalusia  from  the 
central  parts  of  Spain  are  but  continuations  of  those 
shoots.  The  Ebro,  forcing  its  way  transversely 
through  the  ridges,  parts  Catalonia  from  Valencia, 
and  the  hills  thus  broken  by  the  river  push  their 
rocky  heads  southward  to  the  sea,  cutting  off 
Taragona  from  Tortoza,  and  enclosing  what  may 
be  called  the  eastern  region  of  Catalonia,  that  is 
to  say,  the  districts  containing  Rosas,  Gerona, 
Hostalrich,  Vich,  Barcelona,  Manreza,  Taragona, 
Reus,  and  many  more  towns.  The  torrents,  theJ^J;/*!^ 
defiles,  and  other  military  features  of  this  region  ^^^^'  ^'* 
have  been  before  described,  and  it  only  remains  to 
notice  the  western  portion  of  Catalonia  lying  be- 
yond the  principal  spine. 

This  portion  is  bounded  partly  by  Aragon,  partly 
by  Valencia ;  and  like  the  eastern  region  it  is  an 
assemblage  of  small  plains  and  rugged  valleys,  each 
the  bed  of  a  river  descending  towards  the  Ebro 
from  the  Pyrenees.  It  contains  the  fortresses  of 
Balaguer,  Lerida,  Mequinenza,  Cervera,  and  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Ebro,  Tortoza,  which,  however, 
belongs  in  a  military  view  rather  to  Valencia  than 
Catalonia.  Now  the  mountain  ridge,  separating  the 
eastern  from  the  western  region  of  Catalonia,  could 
only  be  passed  by  certain  routes  for  the  most  part 
impracticable  for  artillery,  and  those  practicable, 
leading  upon  walled  towns  at  both  sides  of  the 
defiles.  Thus  Cervera  is  situated  on  the  principal 
and  direct  line  from  Lerida  to  Barcelona ;  Balaguer, 
Cardona,  and  M ontserrat,  on  another  and  more  cir- 
cuitous road  to  the  same  city.     Between  Lerida  and 
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BOOK   TaragoDa  stands  Momblanch;  and  between  Taragosa 
and  Tortoza  the  Fort  St.  Felippe  blocks  the  Col  de 


Much'.  Balaguer.  All  these  places  were  in  the  hsuids  of 
the  Spaoiardsi  and  a  number  of  smaller  fortresses, 
or  castles,  such  as  Urgel,  Berga,  and  Solsona, 
served  as  rallying  points,  where  the  warlike  Soma- 
tenes  of  the  higher  valleys  took  refuge  from  the 
moveable  columns,  and  from  whence  they  sallied 
to  harass  the  flanks  and  rear  of  both  the  French 
corps. 

In  the  eastern  region,  the  line  of  operations  for 
the  seventh  corps  was  between  the  mountains  and 
the  sea-coast,  parallel  with  both  ;  hence^  the  Spanish 
irregular  forces,  holding  all  the  communications 
across,  and  the  high  valleys  on  both  sides  of  the 
great  dividing  spine,  could  descend  upon  the  rear 
and  flanks  of  the  French,  while  the  regular  troops, 
opposed  to  them  on  a  narrow  front,  and  supported  by 
the  fortresses  of  Gerona,  Hostalrich,  and  Taragona, 
could  advance  or  retire  as  circumstances  dictated. 
And  upon  this  principle,  the  defence  of  Catalonia 
was  conducted. 

Detachments,  and  sometimes  the  main  body  of 
the  Spanish  army,  passing  by  the  mountains  or  by 
sea  from  Taragona,  continually  harassed  the  French 
flanks,  and  when  defeated,  retired  on  Vich,  Manresa, 
Montserrat,  Cervera,  and  Taragona.  From  this  last 
place  the  generals  communicated  with  Tortoza,  Va- 
lencia, Gibraltar,  the  Balearic  Isles,  and  even  Sicily, 
drawing  succours  of  all  kinds  from  those  places,  and 
meanwhile  the  bands  in  the  mountains  continued  to 
vex  the  French  communications ;  and  it  was  only 
during  the  brief  periods  of  lassitude  in  the  Spanish 
army  occasioned  by  great  defeats  that  the 
seventh    corps   could   chase    those    mountaineers. 
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Nor,  until  Gerona  and  Hostalrich  fell,  was  it  easy  ^"f^* 
to  make  any  but  sudden  and  short  incursions  to-  ,^,^ — 
wards  Taragona ;  seeing  the  Miguelettes  from  the 
higher  valleys,  and  detachments  from  the  army  at 
Taragona,  passing  by  the  hills  and  by  sea,  could 
join  the  garrisons,  interrupt  the  communication,  and 
force  the  French  to  retire,  because  the  country 
beyond  the  Llobregat  could  never  feed  them  long. 

But  when  Barcelona  could  not  be  succoured  by 
sea,  it  was  indispensable  to  conduct  convoys  by 
land ;  and  to  insure  their  arrival  the  whole  army 
was  obliged  to  make  frequent  movements  in  ad- 
vance, retiring  again  when  the  object  was  effected  ; 
this  being  often  renewed  furnished  the  Catalans 
many  opportunities  for  cutting  off  minor  convoys, 
detachments,  and  even  considerable  bodies  isolated 
by  the  momentary  absence  of  the  army.  Thus, 
during  the  siege  of  Gerona,  Blake  passed  through 
the  mountains  and  harassed  the  besiegers.  When 
the  place  fell  he  retired  again  to  Taragona  ;  Auge- 
reau  then  attacked  the  Miguelettes  and  Somatenes 
in  the  high  valleys ;  but  in  the  midst  of  this  ope- 
ration admiral  Baudin's  squadron  of  succour  for 
Barcelona  was  intercepted  by  admiral  Martin,  and 
the  insatiable  craving  of  that  city  obliged  Augereau 
to  reassemble  his  army  and  conduct  a  convoy  there 
by  land ;  yet  he  was  obliged  to  return  immediately, 
lest  he  should  himself  consume  the  provisions  he 
brought  for  the  place.  This  retreat,  as  usual,  drew 
on  the  Spaniards,  who  were  again  defeated,  and 
Augereau  once  more  advanced,  in  the  intention  of 
co-operating  with  the  third  corps,  which  he  sup- 
posed would,  following  the  emperor's  design,  be 
before  Lerida  or  Tortoza.  But  at  this  time  Suchet 
was  on  the  march  to  Valencia ;  and  Henry  O'Donnel, 
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BOOK  who  had  succeeded  Blake  in  the  command,  recom- 
mencing  the  warfare  on  the  French  communi- 
cations,  forced  Augereau  again  to  retire  to  Gerona, 
at  the  moment  when  Sachet,  having  returned  to 
Aragon,  was  ready  to  besiege  Lerida.  Thus,  like 
unruly  horses  in  a  chariot  dragging  different  ways, 
the  French  impeded  each  other's  movements. 

The  events  touched   upon  above  shall   now  be 
briefly  described. 


OPERATION^  OF  THE  SEVENTH  CORPS. 

When  Gerona  fell  general  Souham  scoured  the 
high  valleys  with  a  division  and  defeated  the  Mi- 
guelettes  of  Claros  and  Rovira  at  Besalu,  Olot, 
Ribas,  and  Campredon ;  at  Ripoll  he  destroyed  a 
January,  manufactory  for  arms,  and  being  afterwards  rein- 
forced with  Pino's  division,  marched  from  Olot, 
by  the  road  of  Esteban  and  Manlieu,  and  though 
the  Somatenes  disputed  the  defiles  near  the  last 
point,  he  soon  forced  a  passage  and  took  possession 
of  Vich.  Meanwhile,  Blake  having  been  called 
to  Andalusia,  the  Provincial  Junta  of  Catalonia 
rejected  the  duke  Del  Parque  and  took  upon  them- 
selves to  give  the  command  to  Henry  O'Donnel, 
whose  courage  during  the  siege  of  Gerona  had 
gained  him  a  high  reputation.  He  was  now  with 
the  remains  of  Blake's  army  at  Vich,  and  as  the 
French  approached  that  town  he  retired  to  the  pass 
of  Col  de  Sespina,  from  whence  he  had  a  free  re- 
treat upon  Moya  and  Manresa.  Souham 's  advanced 
guard  pursued,  and  at  Tona  captured  some  bag- 
gage ;  but  the  Spaniard  turned  on  finding  his  rear 
pressed,     and    when    the    pursuers    assailed    the 
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heights  of  Sespina  charged  with  a  shock  that  sent   chap. 
them  headlong  down  again.     Souham  rallied  his' 


beaten  troops  in  the  plain  and  the  next  day  offered  Jaimu^. 
battle  again  but  O'Donnel  continued  his  retreat  and 
the  French  general  returned  to  Vich. 

During  these  events,  Augereau,  leaving  a  detach- 
ment in  Hostalrich  to  blockade  the  castle,  marched 
to  Barcelona  by  the  road  of  Cardedieu.  He  had 
previously  ordered  Duhesme  to  post  three  battalions 
and  five  squadrons  of  cuirassiers  with  some  guns 
near  the  junction  of  the  roads  of  Cardedieu  and 
Manresa,  to  watch  O'Donnel ;  but  colonel  Guery, 
commanding  this  detachment,  placed  one  battalion  at 
Granollers,  a  second  at  Santa  Perpetua,  and  with 
the  remainder  occupied  MoUet,  and  took  no  mili- 
tary precautions.  O'Donnel  was  now  joined  by 
Campo  Verde  and  sent  that  officer  to  fall  upon  the 
French  posts.  Passing  by  Tarrassa  and  Sabadel, 
Campo  Verde  put  to  the  sword  or  captured  all  the 
troops  at  Santa  Perpetua  and  Mollet;  those  at 
Granollers,  threw  themselves  into  a  large  building 
and  defended  it  for  three  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
Augereau  succoured  them.  Finding  the  streets  of 
Mollet  strewed  with  French  carcasses,  the  marshal 
ordered  up  the  division  of  Souham  from  Vich  but 
passed  on  himself  to  Barcelona ;  and  when  there, 
affecting  to  be  convinced  how  oppressive  Duhesme's 
conduct  had  been,  sent  him  to  France  in  disgrace. 
After  this  act  of  justice,  or  of  personal  malice,  for 
it  has  been  called  both  names,  Augereau,  unable 
to  procure  provisions  without  exhausting  the  maga- 
zines of  Barcelona,  resumed  his  former  position  at 
Gerona,  and  Souham  returned  to  Vich. 

All  this  time  the  blockade  of  Hostalrich  con- 
tinued ;  but  the  retreat  of  Augereau,  and  the  suc- 
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BOOK   cess   of  Campo  Verde's  enterprise   produced   ex- 
traordinary joy  over  all  Catalonia.     The  prisoners 


Ftbni^.  were  marched  from  town  to  town,  the  action  every- 
where exaggerated,  the  decree  for  enrolling  a  fifth  of 
the  male  population  was  enforced  with  vigour,  and 
the  execution  entrusted  to  the  baron  d'Eroles,  a 
native  of  Talarn,  who  afterwards  obtained  consider- 
able celebrity.  The  army,  in  which  there  was  still 
a  large  body  of  Swiss  troops,  was  thus  reinforced, 
the  confidence  of  the  people  increased  hourly,  and 
a  Local  Junta  was  established  at  Arenys  de  Mar, 
to  organise  the  Somatenes  on  the  coast  and  to  direct 
the  application  of  succours  from  the  sea.  The 
Partisans  also,  reassembling  their  dispersed  bands 
in  the  higher  valleys,  again  vexed  the  Ampurdan 
and  incommoded  the  troops  blockading  the  citadel 
of  Hostalrich. 

O'Donnel  himself,  moving  to  Manresa,  called  the 
Miguelettes  from  the  Lerida  side  to  his  assistance, 
and  soon  formed  a  body  of  more  than  twelve  thou- 
sand fighting-men,  with  which  he  took  post  at 
Moya  in  the  beginning  of  February.  From  this 
point  he  harassed  the  French  in  front  of  Vich,  while 
Rovira  occupied  the  heights  above  Roda  in  rear  of 
that  town.  Souham,  seeing  the  crests  of  the  hills 
thus  swarming  with  enemies  and  having  but  five 
thousand  men  of  all  arms  to  oppose  them,  demanded 
reinforcements ;  but  Augereau  paid  little  attention  to 
him,  and  O'Donnel,  descending  the  mountain  of 
Centellas  on  the  20th,  suddenly  entered  the  plains 
and  the  French  general  had  scarcely  time  to  draw 
up  his  troops  a  little  in  front  of  the  town,  ere  he 
was  attacked  with  a  vigour  hitherto  unusual  with 
the  Spaniards. 
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CHAP. 

11. 


COMBAT    OF    VICH.  ,3jjj 

P^broaTy. 

Rovira  commenced  the  action  by  driving  fhe 
enemy's  posts  from  the  side  of  Roda  back  upon  the 
town;  O'Donnel  then  coming  close  up  on  the 
front  of  the  French  line,  opened  all  his  guns,  and 
throwing  out  skirmishers  along  the  whole  of  the 
adverse  front  filed  his  cavalry  under  cover  of  their 
fire  to  the  right,  intending  to  outflank  Souham's 
left.  The  latter  general,  leaving  a  battalion  to 
hold  Rovira  in  cheeky  encouraged  his  own  infantry, 
and  sent  his  dragoons  against  the  Spanish  horse- 
men, vrho  were  at  the  first  charge  driven  back  in 
confusion.  The  Spanish  foot  then  fell  in  on  the 
French  centre  but  failed  to  make  any  serious  im- 
pression, virhereupon  O'Donnel,  whose  great  supe- 
riority of  numbers  enabled  him  to  keep  heavy 
masses  in  reserve,  endeavoured  to  turn  both  flanks 
of  the  enemy  at  the  same  time.  Souham  was  now 
hard  pressed,  his  infantry  were  few,  his  reserves  all 
engaged,  and  himself  severely  wounded  in  the  head. 
On  the  contrary  O'Donnel  having  rallied  his  cavalry 
and  brought  up  his  Swiss  regiments,  was  full  of  . 
confidence,  and  in  person  fiercely  led  the  whole 
mass  once  more  against  the  left.  At  this  critical 
period,  the  French  infantry,  far  from  wavering, 
firmly  closed  their  ranks  and  sent  their  volleys 
more  rapidly  into  the  hostile  ranks,  while  the  ca- 
valry, sensible  that  the  fate  of  all,  for  there  was  no 
retreat,  hung  upon  the  issue  of  their  charge,  met 
their  adversaries  with  such  a  full  career  that  horse 
and  man  went  down  before  them,  and  the  Swiss 
bebg  separated  from  the  rest  surrendered.  Rovira 
was  then  driven  away  from  the  rear,  and  the  Spanish 
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•^^  army  returned  to  the  hills,  having  lost  a  full  fourth 
of  its  own  numbers  and  killed  or  wounded  twelve 


1810.     ,       J     ,     ^    , 
Febnuiy.  hundred  of  the  enemy. 

O'Donnel's  advance  had  been  the  signal  for  all 
the  irregular  bands  to  act  against  the  various  quar- 
ters of  the  French  ;  they  were,  however,  with  the 
exception  of  a  slight  succour  thrown  into  Hostal- 
rich,  unsuccessful,  and  being  closely  pursued  by 
the  moveable  columns  dispersed.  Thus  the  higher 
valleys  were  again  subdued,  the  Junta  fled  from 
Arenys  de  Mar,  Campo  Verde  returned  to  the 
country  about  Cervera,  and  O'Donnel,  quitting  the 
Upper  Llobregat,  retired  to  the  camp  of  Taragona, 
leaving  only  an  advanced  guard  at  Ordal, 

It  was  at  this  moment,  when  Upper  Catalonia 
was  in  a  manner  abandoned  by  the  Spanish  general, 
that  the  emperor  directed  the  seventh  corps  upon 
the  Lower  Ebro,  to  support  Suchet's  operations 
against  Lerida  and  Mequinenza.  Augereau,  there- 
fore, leaving  a  detachment  under  Verdier  in  the 
Ampurdan,  and  two  thousand  men  to  blockade 
Hostalrichi  ordered  his  brother  and  general  Maz- 
zucchelli  who  had  taken  the  command  of  Souham's 
and  Pino's  divisions  to  march  upon  Manreza,  while 
he  himself,  with  the  Westphalians,  repaired  once 
more  to  Barcelona  and  from  thence  directed  all  the 
subsequent  movements. 

The  marshal's  brother  passing  by  Col  de  Sespina, 
entered  Manreza  the  16th  of  March,  and  was  there 
joined  by  general  Mazzucchelli ;  all  the  inhabitants 
had  abandoned  the  place,  and  general  Swartz  was 
sent  with  a  brigade  from  Moncada  to  take  posses- 
sion, while  the  two  divisions  continued  their  move- 
ment by  Montserrat  upon  Molino  del  Rey.  The 
21st  they  advanced   to  Villa  Franca,   whereupon 
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the  Spaniards  retired  from  Ordal  towards  Tara-  o»|p- 
gona.   The  French,  acting  under  orders  from  Barce- 


lona, then  left  a  thousand  men  in  Villa  Franca,  and  Much, 
after  scouring  the  country  on  the  right  and  left, 
passed  the  Col  de  San  Cristina  and  established 
their  quarters  about  Reus,  by  which  the  Spanish 
army  at  Taragona  was  placed  between  them  and 
the  troops  at  Villa  Franca. 

O'Donnel,  whose  energy  and  military  talents 
were  superior  to  his  predecessors,  saw,  and  instantly 
profited  from  this  false  position.  By  his  orders, 
general  Juan  Caro  marched  with  six  thousand  men 
against  the  French  in  Villa  Franca,  and  on  the  28th 
killed  many  and  captured  the  rest,  together  with 
some  artillery  and  stores,  but  being  wounded  him- 
self resigned  the  command  to  general  Ghisca  after 
the  action.  Augereau,  alarmed  for  Manreza,  then 
detached  columns  both  by  Olesa  and  Montserrat 
to  reinforce  Swartz,  and  the  first  reached  its  desti- 
natioo,  but  the  other,  twelve  hundred  strong,  was 
iatercepted  by  Gasca  and  totally  defeated  at  Espa- 
raguera  on  the  3d  of  April.  Campo  Verde  imme- 
diately coming  down  from  the  side  of  Cenrera,  took 
the  chief  command,  and  proceeded  against  Man- 
reza,  by  Montserrat,  while  Milans  de  Boch  and 
Kovira  hemmed  in  the  French  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  the  Somatenes  gathered  on  the  hills  to 
aid  the  operations.  Swartz,  thus  menaced,  evacu* 
ated  the  town  in  the  night,  and  thought  to  ba£Be 
the  Spaniards  by  taking  the  road  of  Taraza  and 
Sabadel;  but  he  was  followed  closely  by  Rovira 
and  Milans,  and  so  pressed  on  the  6th  of  April, 
that  with  great  difficulty  and  the  loss  of  all  his 
baggage  he  reached  Barcelona. 

These  operations  having  insulated   the   French 
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^^^   divisions  at  Reus,  an  officer  was  despatched  by  sea 
with  orders  to  recal  them  to  Barcelona.     Mean* 


Tacani. 
Istoria 


1810. 

April,  while  count  Severoli,  who  had  taken  the  command, 
and  whose  first  instroctions  were  to  co-operate 
with  Suchet,  feared  to  pass  the  mountains  between 
Reus  and  the  Ebro,  lest  he  should  expose  his  rear 
to  an  attack  from  Taragona,  and  perhaps  fail  of 
meeting  the  third  corps  at  last  Keeping,  there- 
fore, on  the  defensive  at  Reus,  he  detached  colonel 
Yillatte  at  the  head  of  two  battalions  and  some  ca- 
valry across  the  hills,  by  Dos  Aguas  and  Falcet,  to 
op^n  a  communication  with  the  third  corps,  a  part 
of  which  had  just  seized  Mora  and  Flix  on  the 
Lower  Ebro.  Yillatte  accomplished  his  object  and 
returned  with  great  celerity,  fighting  his  way 
through  the  Somatenes  who  were  gathering  round 
the  defiles  in  his  rear,  and  he  regained  Reus  just  as 
Severoli,  having  received  the  order  of  recal,  was 
commencing  his  march  for  Barcelona.  In  the  night 
dlgi'iil-  ^^  *^®  ^^>  ^^^  movement  took  place,  but  in  such 
iswma  confusion,  that  O'Donnel  perceived  the  disorder 
from  Taragona,  and  sending  a  detachment  under 
colonel  Orry  to  harass  the  French,  followed  himself 
with  the  rest  of  his  army.  Nevertheless,  Severoli  s 
rear  guard  covered  the  retreat  successfully  until  a 
position  was  attained  near  Villa  Franca,  where 
Orry,  pressing  on  too  closely,  was  wounded  and 
taken  and  his  troops  rejoined  their  main  body. 
Campo  Verde  now  fell  back  to  Cervera,  Severoli 
reached  Barcelona,  and  Augereau  retired  to  Ge- 
rona,  having  lost  more  than  three  thousand  men, 
by  a  series  of  most  unskilful  movemients. 

The  situation  in  which  Augereau  had  voluntarily 
placed  himself,  was  precisely  such  as  a  great  ge- 
neral would    rejoice  to  see  his  adversary  choose. 
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For  Bareelona,  the  €eotre  of  his  operations,  was  c^^p, 
encircled  by  mountains  to  be  passed  only  at  certain  — 


defileS;  and  Reus  and  Manresa  were  bey(»d  those  Apni. 
defiles,  and  several  days'  march  from  each  other. 
Royira  and  Milans,  lying  about  San  Culgat^  cut 
the  communication  between  Manresa  and  Barce* 
looa ;  O'Donnel  being  at  Taragona,  was  nearer  to 
the  defiles  of  Cristina  than  the  French  divisions  at 
Reus ;  his  communications  were  open  with  Campo 
Verde  by  Vails,  Pla,  and  Santa  Coloma  de  Que* 
raolt ;  with  Milans  and  Rovira,  by  Villa  Franca, 
San  Sadumi  and .  Igualada.  The  French  marshal 
had,  indeed,  placed  a  battalion  in  Villa  Franca,  yet 
this  only  rendered  his  situation  worse ;  for  what 
could  six  hundred  men  effect  in  a  mountainous 
country  against  three  considerable  bodies  of  the 
enemy  ?  The  result  was  inevitable.  The  battalion 
at  ViUa  Franca  was  put  to  the  sword,  Swartz  saved 
a  renmant  of  his  brigade  by  a  timely  flight,  and  the 
divisions  at  Reus  with  difficulty  made  good  their 
retreat*  O'Donnel,  who  one  month  before  had  re- 
tired from  the  battle  of  Vich  broken  and  discom- 
fited by  only  five  thousand  French,  now,  with  that 
Tery  beaten  army,  baffled  Augereau,  and  obliged 
him,  although  at  the  head  of  more  than  twenty 
thousand  men,  to  abandon  Lower  Catalonia  and  re-- 
tire  to  Gerona  with  disgrace :  a  surprising  change 
yet  one  in  which  fortune  had  no  share. 

Augereau's  talents  for  handling  small  corps  in  Napoieon't 
a  battle  have  been  recorded  by  a  master  hand.  *"*"*' 
IWe  is  a  vast  difference  between  that  and  con- 
ducting a  campaign.  But  the  truth  is,  that  Gata* 
Ionia  had,  like  Aragon,  been  declared  a  particular 
government,  and  Augereau,  afflicted  with  gout,  re- 
mained in  the  palace  of  Barcelona,  affecting  the 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


1810. 


138  HISTORY  OF  THE 

Bo^K  3t|^te  of  a  viceroy  when  he  should  have  been  at  the 
'  head  of  his  troops  in  the  field.  On  the  other  hand, 
his  opponent,  a  hardy  resolute  man  and  excited  by 
a  sudden  celebrity,  was  vigilant  indefatigable  and 
eager;  he  merited  the  success  he  obtained,  and 
with  better  and  more  experienced  troops  that  success 
would  have  been  infinitely  greater.  Yet  if  the  ex- 
pedition to  Valencia  had  not  taken  place,  O'Donnd, 
distracted  by  a  double  attack,  would  have  remained 
at  Taragona,  and  neither  the  action  of  Vich  nor  the 
disasters  at  Mollet  Villa  Franca  and  Esparaguera, 
would  have  taken  place. 

Napoleon,  discontented  as  he  well  might  be  with 
these  operations,  sent  McDonald,  duke  of  Tarentum, 
to  supersede  Augereau ;  but  meantime,  the  latter 
reached  Gerona  and  disposed  his  troops  in  the  most 
commodious  manner  to  cover  the  blockade  of  Hos- 
talrich,  giving  Severoli  the  command. 


FALL   OF    HOSTALRICH    CASTLB. 

This  citadel  had  been  invested  early  in  January. 
Situated  on  a  high  rock,  armed  with  forty  guns, 
well  garrisoned,  and  commanded  by  a  brave  man, 
it  was  nearly  impregnable,  and  the  French  at  first 
endeavoured  to  reduce  it  by  a  simple  blockade. 
Towards  the  middle  of  February  they  commenced 
the  erection  of  mortar  batteries,  and  Severoli  pressed 
the  place  more  vigorously  than  before  ;  O'Donnel, 
collecting  convoys  on  the  side  of  Vich  and  Mat- 
taro,  caused  the  blockading  troops  to  be  attacked 
at  several  points  by  the  Miguelettes,  but  every 
attempt  to  introduce  supplies  failed;  the  garri- 
son was  thus  reduced  to  extremity,  and  honourable 
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tenns  were  offered ;  but  the  governor,  Julian  Estrada,    ceav. 
rejected  them  and  prepared  to  break  through  the 


enemy  fl  line ;  an  exploit  always  expected  from  a    April*, 
good  garrison  in  Turenne's  days,  and,  as  Napoleon  Napoieon'b 
has  shewn  by  numerous  examples,  generally  suc- 
cessful.    When  every  thing  was  ready  O'Donnel, 
who  could  always  communicate  with  the  garrison.     May. 
seat  some  vessels  to  Arenys  de  Mar,   and  made 
demonstrations  from  thence  and  from  the  side  of 
St.  Celoni  to  favour  the  enterprise.     On  the  night 
of  the  r2th,  Estrada,  leaving  his  sick  behind,  came 
forth  with  about  fourteen  hundred  resolute  men. 
He  first  made  as  if  for  St.  Celoni,  afterwards  turn- 
ing to  his  right  he  broke  through  on  the  side  of  St. 
Felieu  de  Buxalieu  and  pushed  for  Vich ;    but  the 
French  closing  rapidly  from  the  right  and  left,  pur- 
sued so  closely,  that  Estrada  himself  was  wounded 
and  taken,  together  with  about  three  hundred  men. 
Many  were  killed,  the  rest  dispersed  in  the  moun- 
tains,  eight  hundred  reached  Vich  in  safety,  and 
this  courageous  action  was  so  far  successful.  Thus, 
after  four  months  of  blockade  and  ten  weeks  of 
bombardment  the  castle  fell,  the  line  of  commu- 
nication with  Barcelona  was  completed,  and  the 
errors  committed  by  Duhesme  were  partly  reme- 
died, but  they  had  cost  two  years  of  field  operations, 
many  battles,  and  four  sieges. 

Two  small  islands,  called  Las  Medas,  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Ter  and  aflfording  a  safe  anchor- 
age, were  next  seized.  This  event,  which  facilitated 
the  passage  of  the  French  vessels  stealing  from 
port  to  port  with  provisions  or  despatches,  finished 
Augereau's  career.  It  had  been  the  very  reverse  of 
St.  Cyr's.  The  latter,  victorious  in  the  field  was 
humane  afterwards.     Augereau  seeking  to  frighten 
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BOOK    those  people  into  submission  whom  he  had  failed  to 
beat,  erected  gibbets  along  the  high-roads,  upon 


May!  which  evcry  man  taken  in  arms  was  hung  up  with- 
et  Con-  out  remorse,  and  his  cruelty  produced  precisely  the 
?W»»€-  effect  that  might  be  expected.  The  Catalans  more 
animated  by  their  successes,  than  daunted  by  this 
barbarous  severity,  became  incredibly  savage  in 
their  revenge,  and  thus,  all  human  feeling  lost,  both 
parties  were  alike  steeped  in  blood  and  loaded  with 
crimes. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

While  Augereau  lost  the  fruits  of  his  success  at   ^^^f' 
Gerona,  Suchet,  sensible  how  injurious  the  expe- 


dition to  Valencia  had  proved,  was  diligently  re-  waich. 
pairing  that  error.  Reinforcements  from  France 
had  raised  his  fighting  men  to  about  twenty-three 
thousand ;  of  these  he  drew  out  thirteen  thousand 
to  form  the  siege  of  Lerida ;  the  remainder  were 
required  to  maintain  the  forts  in  Aragon,  and  to 
hold  in  check  the  Partisans,  principally  in  the 
higher  valleys  of  the  Pyrenees.  Villa  Campa  how- 
ever, with  from  three  to  four  thousand  men,  still 
kept  about  the  lordship  of  Molina  and  the  moun- 
tains of  Albaracin. 

Two  lines  of  operation  were  open  to  Suchet,  the 
one,  short  and  direct,  by  the  high  road   leading 
from  Zaragoza  through  Fraga  to  Lerida ;  the  other, 
circuitous,  over  the  Sierra  de  Alcubierre  to  Mon- 
zon,  and  from  thence  to  Lerida.      The  first  was  in- 
convenient, because  the  Spaniards  when  they  took 
Fraga  destroyed  the  bridge  over  the  Cinca.     More- 
over the  fortress  of  Mequinenza,  the  Octogesa  of 
CsBsar,  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Segre  and 
the  Ebro,  was  close  on  the  right  flank  and  might 
seriously  incommode  the  communications  with  Za- 
ragoza, whereas  the  second  route,  although  longer, 
was  safer  and  less  exhausted  of  forage  and  pro- 
visions. 
Monzon  was  already  a  considerable  military  esta- 
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BOOK    blishment.     The  battering  train,  consisting  of  forty 
pieces  with  seven  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition 


Maieh.  attached  to  each,  was  directed  there  under  the  guard 
of  Habert's  division,  which  occupied  the  line  of  the 
Cinca.  Leval  leaving  general  Chlopiski's  brigade 
at  Daroca,  to  observe  Villa  Campa,  drew  nearer  to 
Zaragoza  with  the  rest  of  his  division.  Musnier 
marched  with  one  brigade  to  Alcanitz,  and  was 
there  joined  by  his  second  brigade,  which  had  been 
conducted  to  that  point  from  Terruel,  across  the 
Sierra  de  Gudar.  And  while  these  movements 
were  executing,  the  castles  of  Barbastro,  Huesca, 
Ayerbe,  Zuera,  Pina,  Bujarola,  and  other  points  on 
the  left  of  the  Ebro,  were  occupied  by  detachments. 
The  right  bank  of  that  river  being  guarded  by 
Leval's  division,  and  the  country  on  the  left  bank 
secured  by  a  number  of  fortified  posts,  there  remained 
two  divisions  of  infantry  and  about  nine  hundred 
cavalry  disposable  for  the  operations  against  Lerida. 
On  the  Spanish  side,  Campo  Verde  was  with  O'Don- 
nel  at  Manreza,  Garcia  Novaro  was  at  Taragona, 
having  small  detachments  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Ebro  to  cover  Tortoza ;  Perenna  with  five  battalions 
occupied  Balaguer  on  the  Upper  Segre. 

Such  were  the  relative  situations  of  both  parties, 
when  general  Musnier  quitting  Alcanitz  towards  the 
end  of  March,  crossed  the  Guadalupe,  drove  No- 
varro's  detachments  within  the  walls  of  Tortoza,  and 
then  remounting  the  Ebro,  seized  some  boats,  and 
passing  that  river  at  Mora  and  at  Flix,  communi- 
cated, as  I  have  before  related,  with  colonel  Villatte 
of  the  seventh  corps.  While  this  was  passing  on 
the  Ebro,  general  Habert  crossed  the  Cinca  in  two 
columns,  one  of  which  moved  straight  upon  Bala- 
guer, but  the  other  passed  the  Segre  at  Camarasa. 
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Perenna,  fearing  to  be  attacked  on  both  sides  of  that  ^fjf  ^* 

river  and  not  wishing  to  defend  Balaguer,  retired — 

down  the  left  bank,  and  using  the  Lerida  bridge,    Apnil 
remounted  the  right  bank  to  Corbins,  where  he  took 
post  behind  the  Noguerra  at  its  confluence  with  the 
Segre. 

Suchet  himself  repairing  to  Monzon  the  10th  of 
April,  placed  a  detachment  at  Candasnos  to  cover 
his  establishments  from  the  garrison  of  Mequinenza, 
the  13th  he  advanced  with  a  brigade  of  infantry, 
and  all  his  cavalry,  by  Almacellas  against  Lerida ; 
meanwhile  Habert,  descending  the  right  bank  of  the 
Segre,  forced  the  passage  of  the  Noguerra  and  ob- 
liged Perenna  to  retire  within  the  place.  The  same 
day  Musnier  came  up  from  Flix,  and  the  town  being 
thus  encompassed  the  operations  of  the  seventh  and 
third  corps  were  connected.  But  Suchet's  line  of 
operations  from  Aragon  was  short,  direct,  and  easy 
to  supply,  because  the  produce  of  that  province  was 
greater  than  the  consumption.  Augereau's  line  was 
long  and  unsafe,  and  the  produce  of  Catalonia  was 
at  no  time  equal  to  the  consumption. 

Lerida  contained  about  eighteen  thousand  inha- 
bitants. Situated  upon  the  high  road  from  Zara- 
goza  to  Barcelona  and  about  sixty-five  miles  from 
each,  it  possessed  a  stone  bridge  over  the  Segre  and 
was  only  a  short  distance  from  the  Ebro  and  the 
Cinca  rivers  ;  its  strategic  importance  was  therefore 
great,  and  the  more  so,  that  it  in  a  manner  com- 
manded the  plain  of  Urgel,  called  the  granary  of 
Catalonia.  The  regular  governor  was  named  Gon- 
zalez ;  but  Garcia  Conde  was  appointed  chief  com- 
mandant to  appease  lus  discontent  at  O'Donnel's 
elevation,  and  the  troops  he  brought  with  him  had 
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BOOK   encreased  the  garrison  to  nine  thousand  regulars, 
besides  the  armed  inhabitants. 


April.  The  river  Segre  covered  the  town  on  the  south 
east ;  the  head  of  the  bridge  was  protected  on  the 
left  bank,  by  a  rampart  and  ditch  enclosing  a  square 
stone  building ;  the  body  of  the  place  on  the  north 
side,  was  defended  by  a  wall,  without  either  ditch 
or  covered  way,  but  strengthened  and  flanked  by 
bastions,  and  by  towers.  This  wall  was,  on  the  east, 
joined  to  a  rocky  hill  more  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  high,  the  top  of  which  sustained  the  cita- 
del, an  assemblage  of  huge  solid  edifices  clustered 
about  a  castle  of  great  height  and  surrounded  by  an 
irregular  work  with  good  bastions,  and  ramparts 
from  forty  to  fifty  feet  high. 

The  descent  from  the  citadel  into  the  town  was 
gentle,  and  the  works  were  there  strengthened  by 
ditches  ;  on  the  other  parts,  the  walls  could  be  seen 
to  their  base  ;  yet  the  great  height  of  the  rock  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  breach  them,  and  the  ap- 
proaches were  nearly  inaccessible.  Between  the 
citadel-rock  and  the  river,  the  town  was  squeezed 
out  about  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  the  salient 
part  being  secured  by  an  entrenchment,  with  two 
bastions  called  the  Carmen  and  the  Magdalen. 

To  the  westward  of  the  town,  at  the  distance  of 
seven  or  eight  hundred  yards,  the  hill  on  which 
Afranius  and  Petreius  encamped  to  oppose  Caesar, 
was  crowned,  on  the  end  next  to  Lerida,  by  Fort 
Garden,  which  was  again  covered  by  a  large  hom- 
work  with  ditches  above  twenty  feet  deep ;  and  at 
the  farthest  extremity  of  the  Afranian  hill,  two  large 
redoubts  called  the  Pilar  and  San  Fernando  secured 
the  whole  of  the  flat  summit.     All  the  works  of 
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Lerida  were  in  good  condition  and  armed  with  more  ^^^^f- 
than  one  hundred  pieces  of  artillery;  the  magazines  ^"^ — 
were  fiJl,  and  a  local  Junta  having  been  formed  to    April. 
excite  public  feeling,  two  officers  of  artillery  were 
immediately  murdered  and  their  heads  nailed  to  the 
gates  of  the  town. 

This  siege  was  to  be  a  joint  operation  by  the  third 
aad  seventh  corps,  but  the  information  derived  from 
colonel  Villatte,  and  the  appearance  of  Spanish 
Partizans  on  the  lower  Ebro,  led  Suchet  to  suspect 
that  the  seventh  corps  had  already  retired,  and  the 
burthen  would  rest  on  him  alone;  wherefore  he  still 
kept  his  battering  train  at  Monzon,  intending  to 
wait  until  O'Donnels  plans  should  be  clearly  indi- 
cated before  he  commenced  the  attack.  Meanwhile 
he  established  a  communication  by  means  of  a  rope 
ferry  across  the  Segre,  one  league  ab^ve  Lerida, 
and  after  closely  examining  the  defences  prepared 
materials  for  the  construction  of  batteries. 

Two  battalions  of  the  investing  troops  had  been 
left  at  Monzon  and  Balaguer,  the  remainder  were 
thus  distributed. 

On  the  left  of  the  Segre  four  thousand  men,  in- 
cluding a  regiment  of  cuirassiers  and  one  of  hussars, 
were  stationed  at  Aicoteletge  as  a  corps  of  observa- 
tion, while  Harispe  with  three  battalions  invested 
the  bridge-head  of  Lerida.  The  ferry-boat  was  thus 
protected,  and  all  danger  from  the  fudden  rising  of 
the  Segre  obviated,  because  the  stone  bridge  of 
Balaguer  furnished  a  certain  communication.  The 
rest  of  the  troops  occupied  different  positions,  on  the 
roads  to  Monzon,  Fraga,  and  Corbins ;  but  as  the 
number  was  insufficient  to  complete  the  circle  of 
investment  round  Fort  Garden,  that  part  was  conti- 
nually scoured  by  patrols. 

VOL,  III.  L 
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"x?*        Scarcely   were    these    arrangements    completed 
— — —  when  a  Spanish  officer,  pretending  to  bear  propo- 

Aprii.  sitions  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  was  stopped 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Segre,  and  the  French 
general  detained  him,  suspecting  his  real  object 
was  to  gain  information;  for  there  were  rumours 
that  O'Donnel  was  collecting  troops  at  Mom- 
blanch,  that  Campo  Verde  was  at  Cervera,  and 
the  Somatenes  of  the  high  valleys  in  arms  on  the 
upper  Segre.  Suchet  anxious  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  these  reports,  reinforced  Harispe  with  three  hun- 
dred hussars  on  the  19th  of  April,  and  carried  the 
corps  of  observation  to  Balaguer.  The  governor  of 
Lerida  took  that  opportunity  to  make  a  sally  but 
was  repulsed,  and  the  21st,  the  French  general, 
to  strengthen  his  position  at  Bals^uer,  caused  the 
bridge  of  Camarasa  above  that  town  to  be  broken ; 
he  then  advanced  as  far  as  Tarrega,  forty  miles  on 
the  road  to  Barcelona,  to  obtain  intelligence;  for 
he  was  still  uncertain  of  Augereau's  movements, 
and  like  every  other  general,  French  or  English, 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  procure  authentic 
information.  On  this  occasion,  however,  by  a 
happy  fortune,  he  ascertained  that  O'Donnel  was 
at  Momblanch  with  two  divbions,  ready  to  de- 
scend the  mountains  and  succour  Lerida;  where- 
fore returning  by  one  forced  march  to  Bal^uer,  he 
directed  Musnier  to  resume  his  former  position  at 
Alcoteletge. 

This  rapidity  was  well-timed,  for  O'Donnel  had 
already  passed  the  defiles  of  Momblanch  with  eight 
thousand  chosen  in&ntry  and  six  hundred  cavalry. 
He  was  encamped  at  Vinaxa,  about  twenty-five 
miles  from  Lerida  on  the  22d,  when  a  note  from 
Garcia  Conde   informed  him  the  French   reserve 
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was  drawn    off   and    the    investing   force  weak,   ^^f^' 
Being  willing  to  seize  the  favourable  moment,  he  — — — 
immediately  pushed  forward,  reached  Juneda,  four-    April* 
teen  miles  from  Lerida,  by  ten  o*clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d,  made  a  halt  of  two  hours,  and  then 
resumed  his  march  with  the  cavalry  and  one  di« 
vision  of  infantry,  leaving  the  other  to  follow  more 
leisurely. 


COMBAT   OF    MARGALEF. 

Four  miles  from  Juneda  stood  the  ruined  village 
of  Margalef,  and  from  thence  to  Lerida  was  an 
open  country  on  which  O'Donnel  could  perceive 
no  covering  force.  Trusting  implicitly  to  Conde*s 
information,  already  falsified  by  Suchet's  activity, 
the  Spanish  general  descended  the  hills  and  crossed 
the  plain  in  three  columns,  one  following  the  high 
road,  the  other  two  marching  on  the  right  and 
left.  The  centre  outstripping  the  flankers  beat 
back  the  advanced  posts  of  Harispe;  but  that 
general  charged  with  his  three  hundred  hussars 
upon  the  centre  Spanish  column  so  suddenly,  that 
it  was  thrown  into  confusion  and  fled  towards 
Margalef,  to  which  place  the  flank  columns  also 
retreated,  yet  in  good  order.  During  this  skirmish 
the  garrison  sallied  over  the  bridge,  but  as  the 
French  infantry  stood  firm,  and  the  rout  of  O'Don- 
nel's  people  was  complete,  they  soon  returned  to 
the  town. 

Meanwhile,  Musnier,  hearing  the  firing  and  gues- 
sing the  real  state  of  affairs,  marched  at  once  with 
his  infantry  and  four  hundred  cuirassiers  from 
Akoteletge  across    the    plain  towards  Margalef, 

L  2 
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BOOK  hoping  to  cut  off  the  Spaniards'  retreat.  O'Don- 
— — —  nel  had  however  rallied  his  troops  and  was  now  in 
April*,  line  of  battle^  having  his  artillery  on  the  right  and 
his  cavalry  on  the  left,  but  his  second  division  was 
still  in  the  rear.  The  French  cuirassiers  and  a 
battery  of  light  artillery  came  up  at  a  quick  pace, 
a  cannonade  commenced,  the  Spanish  cavalry 
rode  forward,  but  the  French  cuirassiers,  com- 
manded by  general  Boussard,  drove  them  back 
on  the  line  of  battle  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
latter  wavered,  and  Boussard  came  with  a  rude 
shock  upon  the  flank  of  the  infantry.  The  Wal- 
k)on  guards  made  a  vain  effort  to  form  square,  the 
confusion  became  extreme  and  nearly  all  the  Spa- 
nish infantry  threw  down  their  arms  or  were  sabred. 
The  cuirassiers,  elated  with  their  success,  then  met 
and  overthrew  a  Swiss  regiment  forming  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  second  Spanish  division ;  yet 
the  main  body  of  the  latter  checked  their  fury, 
and  O'Donnel  retreated  in  good  order  without  fur- 
ther loss  to  the  defile  of  Momblanch.  This  action, 
although  not  discreditable  to  O'Donnel  was  very 
unfortunate.  The  plain  was  strewed  with  car- 
casses ;  three  Spanish  guns,  one  general,  eight 
colonels,  and  above  five  thousand  men  were  cap- 
tured ;  and  the  next  day  the  prisoners,  being  first 
ostentatiously  marched  under  the  walls  of  the  town, 
were  shown  to  the  Spanish  officer  who  had  been 
detained  on  the  19th,  after  which  he  was  dismissed 
by  the  road  of  Cervera  that  he  might  spread  the 
news  of  the  defeat, 

Suchet,  wishing  to  profit  from  the  effect  of  this 
victory  upon  the  besieged,  attempted  the  night 
after  the  battle  to  storm  the  redoubts  of  San  Fer- 
nando  and    Pilar.      He   was   successful   with   the 
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latter,  and  the  assailants  descended  into  the  ditch   ^j,^*** 
of  San  Fernando,  from  whence  the  Spaniards,  only  ■■ 
fifty  in  number  and  unprovided  with  hand  grenades,    April, 
could  not  drive  them.      A  parley   ensued  and  it 
was  finally  agreed  the  French  should  retire  without 
being  molested ;    thus  the  Pilar  was  also  saved, 
for  being  commanded  by  San   Fernando    it  was 
necessarily  evacuated.     Previous  to  this  attempt, 
Suchet  had  summoned  the  city  to  surrender,  offering 
safe  conduct  for  commissioners  to  count  the  dead  on 
the  field  of  Margalef  and  to  review  the  prisoners ; 
but  Garcia  Conde  replied,  '^  that  Lerida  had  never 
hokedfor  cvtemal  succour  in  her  defences."^ 


SIEGE    OF    LERIDA. 

The  absolute  retreat  of  Augereau  was  now  fully 
ascertained,  yet  the  victory  of  Mai^ef  and  the 
apathy  of  the  Valencians  encouraged  Suchet  to 
commence  the  siege  in  form.  The  prisoners  were 
sent  to  France  by  the  way  of  Jaca,  the  battering 
train  was  brought  up  from  Monzon,  the  other  ne- 
cessary preparations  were  completed,  and  the  Spa- 
nish out-posts  were  driven  within  the  walls  between 
the  26th  and  27th.  The  following  night  ground 
was  broken  three  hundred  yards  from  the  bastions 
of  the  Carmen  and  Magdalen :  the  Spaniards  threw 
fire-balls,  and  opened  a  few  guns  but  without  in- 
terrupting the  workmen,  and  when  day  broke  the 
besiegers  were  well  covered  in  the  trenches. 

In  the  night  of  the  30th  the  first  parallel  was 
completed,  and  breaching  and  counter  batteries  were 
commenced.  Six  sixteen-pounders  were  destined 
to  batter  the  left  face  of  the  Carmen,  four  long 
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BOOK   twelve-pounders  to  ruin  the  defences  of  the  Mag- 
-dalen,  four  mortars  of  eight  inches  to  throw  shells 


May!  into  the  citadel.  The  weather  was  rainy  and  the 
labour  heavy,  yet  the  works  advanced  rapidly,  and 
on  the  2d  of  May,  a  fourth  battery,  armed  with  two 
mortars  and  two  sixteen-pounders,  was  raised  against 
the  Carmen.  Meanwhile  the  Spanish  musqueteers 
incommoded  the  trenches  from  the  left  bank  of  the 
Segre,  which  obliged  the  French  to  contract  the 
circle  of  investment  on  that  side. 

In  the  evening  of  the  4th,  six  hundred  Spaniards, 
sallying  from  the  Carmen,  carried  the  fourth  bat- 
tery and  all  the  left  of  the  trenches,  while  another 
body  coming  from  the  Magdalen  menaced  the  right 
of  the  French  works.  The  guards  held  the  latter  in 
check  and  the  reserves  finally  drove  the  former  back 
into  the  town;  but  to  meet  such  dangerous  irruptions 
a  ditch  and  rampart,  serving  as  a  place  of  arms,  was 
carried  from  the  battery  which  had  been  taken  down 
to  the  river.  The  Spanish  light  troops  however  still 
continued  to  ply  the  trenches  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Segre;  wherefore  ground  was  broken  close  to  the 
water,  and  a  battery  of  two  guns  was  constructed 
to  answer  six  Spanish  field-pieces  posted  on  the 
bridge  itself.  The  parallel  of  the  main  attack  was 
also  extended  on  the  right  to  embrace  a  part  of  the 
northern  front  of  the  citadel,  and  two  mortars  were 
placed  at  this  extremity. 

All  the  French  batteries  opened  at  day-break  on 
the  7th.  The  mortars  played  into  the  town  and 
citadel,  and  four  Spanish  guns  were  dismounted  in 
the  Carmen.  Nevertheless,  the  counter  fire  silenced 
three  French  batteries,  the  dismounted  guns  were 
replaced,  and  three  hundred  men,  stealing  out  at 
dusk  by  the  Puerta  Nueva,  fell  upon  the  right  of 
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the  parallels  took  the  two  mortars  and  penetrated  ^,"^**' 
as  &r  as  the  approaches  against  the  Magdalen.-^— — 
This  sally  was  repulsed   by  the  French  reserves,    May. 
yet  they  suffered  from  the  Spanish  guns  in  the 
pursuit,  and  in  the  night  a  violent  storm  of  rain 
damaged  the  batteries  and  overflowed  the  trenches. 

From  the  8th  to  the  1 1th  the  besiegers  laboured 
at  their  works,  and  opened  a  second  parallel  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  the  first, 
with  the  intention  of  forming  fresh  batteries,  which 
being  closer  under  the  citadel-rock  would  be  less 
exposed  to  its  plunging  fire.  More  guns,  and  of  a 
larger  size,  were  aJso  mounted,  three  new  batteries 
were  constructed,  and  marksmen  were  planted  to 
harass  the  Spanish  cannoneers. 

On  the  12th  the  fire  recommenced  from  eight 
batteries,  containing  fifteen  guns  and  nineteen  mor- 
tars. The  besieged  replied,  at  first  sharply,  but  in 
a  little  time  they  stammered  in  their  answers,  the 
French  artillery  took  the  ascendant,  the  walls  of  the 
Carmen  and  Magdalen  crumbled  under  their  salvos 
and  a  portable  magazine  blew  up  in  the  citadel. 
Towards  evening  two  breaches  in  the  Carmen  and 
one  in  the  Magdalen  appeared  practicable;  but 
after  dark,  some  Swiss  deserters,  coming  out  through 
the  openings,  brought  intelligence,  that  the  streets 
of  the  town  behind  the  breaches  were  retrenched 
and  defended  by  batteries. 

Sachet's  hopes  of  an  early  termination  to  the 
siege  now  rose  high.  He  had  from  the  first  sup* 
posed,  that  the  vehemence  of  the  citizens,  and  of 
the  armed  peasantry  who  had  entered  the  place, 
would  oblige  the  governor  to  fight  the  town  to  the 
last,  instead  of  reserving  his  efforts  for  the  defence 
of  the  citadel.    He  knew  that  armed  mobs,  easily 
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*^^  excited  are  as  easily  discouraged,  and  he  designed 
—  to  carry  the  breaches  briskly,  and  with  one  sweep 
liay!  to  force  all  the  inhabitants  into  the  citadel,  being 
well  assured  that  they  would  hamper,  if  not  en- 
tirely mar  the  defence  of  that  formidable  fortress. 
First  however  he  resolved  to  carry  the  forts  of  San 
Fernando  and  the  Pilar,  and  the  horn-work  of  Fort 
Garden,  lest  the  citizens,  flying  from  the  assault  of 
the  breaches  should  take  refuge  on  that  side.  To 
effect  this,  three  columns,  provided  with  ladders 
and  other  necessary  implements,  simultaneously 
mounted  the  hill  of  Afranius  that  night;  one 
inarched  against  the  redoubts,  the  others  were  or- 
dered to  storm  the  horn-work  on  two  sides.  The 
Pilar  was  carried  without  difficulty,  and  the  gar- 
rison flying  towards  Fort  Garden  fell  in  with  the 
second  French  column,  which  arrived  vrith  the  fu- 
gitives at  the  ditch  of  the  horn-work,  and  being 
there  joined  by  the  third  column,  which  had  taken 
a  wrong  direction,  the  whole  mass  entered  the  place 
fighting.  The  Spaniards  saved  themselves  in  the 
Fort  and  meanwhile  though  the  people  in  Fernando 
resisted  desperately,  that  redoubt  was  also  taken 
and  two-thirds  of  the  defendants  were  put  to  the 
sword.  Thus  the  French  effected  their  object  with 
the  loss  of  a  hundred  men. 

During  this  operation  the  great  batteries  played 
into  the  citadel  only,  but  at  daybreak  renewed  their 
fire  on  the  breaches ;  steps  were  also  cut  in  the 
parallel  to  facilitate  the  advance  of  the  troops  to 
the  assault ;  and  all  the  materials  necessary  to  efiect 
a  solid  lodgement  on  the  walls  were  conveyed  into 
the  trenches.  These  arrangements  being  completed 
at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  13th,  the 
signal  was  made  and  four  storming  parties  jumped 
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bes.     Two  made  for  the  Carmen, 
one  for  the  Magdalen,  one  moved  close  by  the  river,  • 


out  of  the  trenches.     Two  made  for  the  Carmen,   ^f.^^ 


and  the  Spaniards  being  at  this  moment  preparing  May.' 
a  sally  to  retake  the  horn-work  of  Fort  Garden, 
did  so  little  expect  this  assault  that  they  suflfered  the 
Fr^ch  to  mount  the  breaches  without  opposition. 
However  they  rallied,  and  poured  such  a  fire  of 
musquetry  and  artillery  upon  the  heads  of  the  prin- 
cipal columns,  that  the  latter  staggered  and  would 
have  yielded  if  Habert  had  not  revived  their  cou- 
rage; he  led  them  into  the  town,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  troops  on  the  right  and  left  also  forc- 
ing their  way  turned  all  the  retrenchments  in  the 
streets.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river  general 
Harispe  carried  the  bridge,  and  Suchet  himself 
following  close  upon  the  steps  of  the  storming 
parties  with  the  reserve,  the  Spaniards  were  over- 
powered, and  the  regular  troops  commenced  a  re- 
treat into  the  citadel. 
It  was  now  that  the  French  general  put  his  de-  ?«chct'f 

Moinoin. 

sign  in  execution.  Harispe's  brigade  passed  the 
bridge,  and  made  for  the  gate  of  St.  Anthony  which 
looked  towards  Fort  Grarden  ;  he  thus  cut  off  all 
egress  from  the  town,  and  this  done,  the  French 
columns  advanced  from  every  side  in  a  concentric 
direction  upon  the  citadel,  driving  with  shouts  and 
stabs  and  musquetry,  men,  women,  and  children 
before  them,  while  the  guns  of  the  castle  smote 
friends  and  foes  alike.  Then  flying  up  the  ascent 
the  shrieking  and  terrified  crowds  rushed  into  the 
fortress  with  the  retiring  garrison,  and  the  whole 
crowded  the  summit  of  the  rock  ;  but  all  that  night 
the  French  shells  fell  amongst  the  hapless  multitude, 
and  at  daylight  the  fire  was  redoubled ;  then  the  car- 
nage swelled  until  Garcia  Conde^  overpowered  by  the 
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BOOK    cries  and  sufferings  of  the  miserable  people,  hoisted 
'- —  the  white  flag:.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  horrible  scene 

1810 

M»/  terminated.  The  capitulation  which  followed  was 
honourable  in  terms  to  the  besieged,  but  Fort  Gar- 
den being  included,  Suchet  became  master  of  Le- 
rida  with  its  immense  stores  and  near  eight  thou- 
sand prisoners,  the  whole  loss  of  the  garrison 
having  been  only  twelve  hundred  men. 

Thus  suddenly  was  this  powerful  fortress  re- 
duced by  a  proceeding,  politic  indeed,  yet  scarcely 
to  be  admitted  within  the  pale  of  civilized  war&re. 
For  though  a  town  taken  by  assault  be  considered 
the  lawful  prey  of  a  licentious  soldiery,  this  remnant 
of  barbarism,  disgracing  the  military  profession, 
does  not  warrant  the  driving  of  unarmed  helpless 
people  into  a  situation  where  they  must  perish 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  unless  the  governor  fail 
in  his  duty.  Suchet  justifies  it  on  the  ground  that 
it  prevented  a  great  effusion  of  blood  which 
must  necessarily  have  attended  a  protracted  siege, 
and  the  fact  is  true.  But  this  is  to  spare  soldiers' 
blood  at  the  expense  of  women's  and  children's, 
and  had  Garcia  Conde's  nature  been  stem,  he  also 
might  have  pleaded  expediency,  and  the  victory 
would  have  fallen  to  him  who  could  longest  have 
sustained  the  sight  of  mangled  infants  and  des- 
pairing mothers. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Lbrida  falling  Conde  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,   <^hap. 
accused  of  treachery.    There  seems  no  foundation  - 


for  the  chaise.  The  cause  stated  by  Suchet  sufficed  M»y.' 
for  the  effect ;  yet  the  defence  was  unskilful.  The 
walls  of  the  town  could  not  be  expected  and  scarcely 
did  offer  an  impediment  to  the  French  general;  hence 
the  cidadel  should  have  been  the  better  prepared ; 
and  as  the  besi^ers'  force,  the  corps  of  observation 
being  deducted,  did  not  exceed  the  garrison  in  num* 
ber,  it  might  have  baffled  Suchet's  utmost  efforts. 
Engineers  require  the  relative  strength  of  be- 
siegers and  besieged,  to  be  not  less  than  four 
to  one ;  here  the  French  invested  a  force  equal  to 
themselves,  and  in  a  short  time  reduced  a  great 
fortress  in  the  midst  of  succouring  armies.  For 
Lerida  had  communications,  1°.  With  the  armed 
population  of  the  high  valleys ;  2®.  With  O'Don- 
nel's  corps  of  fourteen  thousand  ;  3^.  With  Cervera, 
where  Campo  Verde  was  posted  with  four  thousand 
men;  4°.  With  Tortoza,  where  the  marquis  of 
Lazan,  now  released  from  his  imprisonment,  com- 
manded from  five  to  six  thousand ;  6^  With  Va- 
lencia, in  which  province  there  was  a  disposable 
army  of  fifteen  thousand  regular,  and  more  than 
thirty  thousand  irregular  soldiers. 

It  is  evident  that  if  all  these  forces  had  been  di- 
rected with  skill  and  concert  upon  Lerida,  not  only 
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BOOK    the  siege  would   have  been  raised  but  the  very 

-— safety  of   the  third   corps  perilled ;    and  it  was 

May.'  to  obviate  this  danger  that  Napoleon  directed  the 
seventh  corps  to  take  such  a  position  on  the  Lower 
Ebro  as  would  keep  both  O'Donnel  and  the  Va- 
lencians  in  check.  Augereau,  as  we  have  seen, 
failed  to  do  this ;  and  St.  Cyr  asserts,  that  the 
seventh  corps  could  never  safely  venture  to  pass 
the  mountains  and  enter  the  valley  of  the  Ebro. 
On  the  other  hand,  Suchet  affirms  that  Napoleon's 
instructions  could  have  been  obeyed  without  diflSI- 
culty.  St.  Cyr  himself,  under  somewhat  similar 
circumstances,  blockaded  Taragona  for  a  month; 
Augereau  with  more  troops  and  fewer  enemies 
might  have  done  the  same,  and  yet  have  spared  six 
thousand  men  to  pass  the  mountains.  Suchet  would 
then  have  been  tranquil  with  respect  to  O'Donnel ; 
would  have  had  a  covering  army  to  protect  the 
siege ;  and  the  succours,  fed  from  the  resources  of 
Aragon,  would  have  relieved  Catalonia. 

Augereau  has  been  justified  on  the  ground  that 
the  blockade  of  Hostalrich  would  have  been  raised 
while  he  was  on  the  Ebro.  The  danger  of  this 
could  not  have  escaped  the  emperor,  yet  his  military 
judgement,  unerring  in  principle,  was  often  false  m 
application,  because  men  measure  difficulties  by 
the  standard  of  their  own  capacity,  and  Napoleon's 
standard  only  suited  the  heroic  proportions.  One 
thing  is,  however,  certain,  that  Catalonia  presented 
the  most  extraordinary  difficulties  to  the  invaders. 
The  powerful  military  organization  of  the  Migue- 
lettes  and  Somatenes, — ^the  well-arranged  system  of 
fortresses,  —  the  ruggedness  and  sterility  of  the 
country, — ^the  ingenuity  and  readiness  of  a  manu- 
facturing population  thrown  out  of  work, — the  aid 
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of  an  English  fleet ;    all  combined  to  render  the  ^^^^*** 
conquest  of  this  province  a  gigantic  task.  Neverthe- 


less, the  French  made  progress,  each  step  planted    May! 
slowly  indeed  and  with  pain,  but  firmly^  and  in- 
suring the  power  of  making  another. 

Hostalrich  and  Lerida  fell  on  the  same  day.  The 
acquisition  of  the  first  consolidated  the  French  line 
of  communication  with  Barcelona ;  by  the  capture 
of  the  second  Suchet  obtained  large  magazines, 
stores  of  powder,  ten  thousand  muskets,  the  com- 
mand of  several  dangerous  rivers,  easy  access  to 
the  higher  valleys,  and  a  firm  footing  in  the  midst  of 
the  Catalonian  strong-holds ;  and  he  had  taken  or 
killed  fifteen  thousand  Spanish  soldiers.  Yet  this 
was  but  the  prelude  to  greater  struggles.  The 
Miguelettes  supplied  0*Donnel  with  abundance  of 
men,  and  neither  his  courage  nor  his  abilities  were 
at  fault  Urgel,  Cardona,  Berga,  Cervera,  Me- 
quinenza,  Taragona,  San  Felippe  Balaguer,  and 
Tortoza,  the  link  of  connexion  between  Valencia 
and  Catalonia,  were  still  to  be  subdued ;  and  during 
every  great  operation,  the  Partisans  being  unmo- 
lested recovered  strength.  Thus  during  the  siege 
of  Lerida  the  marquis  of  Lazan  entered  the  town 
of  Alcanitz  with  five  thousand  men,  and  he  would 
have  carried  the  castle  if  general  Laval  had  not 
despatched  two  thousand  men  from  Zaragoza  to  its 
succour ;  when  the  Spaniards,  after  a  skirmish  in 
the  streets,  retired. 

Meanwhile  Villa  Campa  intercepted  at  the  defile 
of  Frasno,  a  convoy  going  firom  Calatayud  to  Za- 
ragoza, escorted  by  four  hundred  men.  Their 
commander,  colonel  Petit,  was  forced  to  abandon 
his  stores  and  fight  his  way  for  ten  miles,  but  his 
detachment,  though  reduced  to  one  hundred  and 
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BOOK  eighty  wounded  men,  passed  the  Xalon  river  and 
at  the  village  of  Arandiza  finally  repulsed  the  as- 


May!  sailants.  The  remainder  of  this  desperate  band 
were  taken  or  killed,  and  Petit  himself,  wounded, 
a  prisoner,  sitting  in  the  midst  of  several  Spanish 
officers,  was  basely  murdered  the  evening  after  the 
action.  Villa  Campa  put  the  assassin  to  death,  but 
at  the  same  time  suffered  the  troops  to  bum  alive 
an  old  man,  the  Alcalde  of  Frasno,  who  was  taken 
among  the  French.  This  action  happened  the  day 
Lerida  fell,  and  the  next,  Chlopiski,  following 
Villa  Campa's  march  from  Daroca,  rQ^ched  Frasno, 
but  the  Spaniards  were  no  longer  there ;  Chlopiski, 
then  dividing  his  forces,  pursued  them  by  the 
routes  of  Galatayud  and  Xarava  to  Molina,  where 
he  destroyed  a  manu£su^tory  of  arms,  and  so 
pressed  the  Spanish  general,  that  his  troops  dis* 
banded,  and  for  the  most  part  retired  to  their  homes. 
At  the  same  time,  an  attack,  made  from  the  side  of 
Navarre  with  some  other  bands,  was  vigorously  re* 
pulsed  by  the  garrison  of  Ayerbe. 

These  petty  events,  while  they  evinced  the  per- 
severance of  the  Spaniards,  proved  the  stability 
of  Suchet's  power  in  Aragon.  His  system  was 
gradually  sapping  the  spirit  of  resistance  in  that 
province.  In  Lerida  his  conduct  was  as  gentle 
and  moderate  as  the  nature  of  this  unjust  war  would 
permit ;  and  however  questionable  the  morality  of 
the  proceeding  by  which  he  reduced  the  citadel,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  his  situation  required 
most  decided  measures ;  for  the  retreat  of  the 
seventh  corps  set  free,  not  only  O'DonneFs  army, 
but  Campo  Verde's  and  all  the  irregular  bands.  The 
Somatenes  of  the  high  valleys  appeared  in  force 
on  the  Upper  S^re  the  very  day  of  the  assault ; 
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eight  hundred  Miguelettes  attacked  Venasque  three  <^b4p. 
days  after :  and  Gampo  Verde»  inarching  from  Cer- 


▼era  by  Aramunt,  took  post  in  the  mountains  of  May! 
Lliniana  above  Talam  and  Tremp,  where  great 
bodies  of  the  Somatenes  also  assembled.  Their 
plans  were  disconcerted  by  the  sudden  fall  of  Lerida. 
The  Miguelettes  were  repulsed  from  Venasque ;  the 
Sofflatenes  defeated  at  Tremp;  general  Habert, 
marching  fr(»n  Balaguer,  cut  off  Campo  Verde 
from  Gervera  and  forced  him  to  retreat  upon  Car* 
dona.  If  the  citadel  of  Lerida  had  held  out,  and 
O'Donnely  less  hasty,  had  combined  his  march  at 
a  later  period  with  these  Somatenes  and  with  Campo 
Verde,  the  third  corps  could  scarcely  have  escaped 
a  disaster ;  but  now  the  plain  of  Urgel  and  all  the 
fertile  valleys  opening  upon  Lerida  fell  to  the 
French;  and  Suchet,  after  taking  measures  to  secure 
them,  turned  his  arms  against  Mequinenza. 

This  place  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Segre 
and  the  Ebro,  just  where  the  latter  begins  to  be 
navigable,  was  the  key  to  further  operations.  The 
French  general  could  not  advance  in  force  against 
Tortoza,  nor  avail  himself  of  the  water-carriage 
until  Mequinenza  should  fall ;  and  such  was  his 
activity  that  one  detachment,  sent  the  day  after  the 
assault  of  Lerida  by  the  left  bank  of  the  Segre, 
was  already  before  the  place.  Musnier's  divi- 
sion, descending  the  right  bank  of  that  river,  drove 
in  some  of  the  outposts  and  commenced  the  invest- 
ment on  the  20th  of  May. 

Mequinenza,  built  on  an  elbow  of  land  formed 
by  the  meeting  of  the  Segre  and  Ebro,  was  fortified 
by  an  old  Moorish  wall,  and  strengthened  by  mo- 
dem batteries,  especially  on  the  Fraga  road,  the 
only  route  by  which  artillery  could  approach,     A 
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BOOK    shoot  from  the  Sierra  de  Alcubierre  filled  the  space 
'  between  the  rivers,  narrowing  as  it  approached  their 


ukjl  banks  until  it  ended  in  a  craggy  rock  seven  hundred 
feet  high,  and  overhanging  the  town  which  was 
built  between  its  base  and  the  water.  This  rock 
was  crowned  by  a  castle  with  a  rampart,  that  be- 
iag  inaccessible  on  two  sides  from  the  crags,  and 
covered  on  a  third  by  the  town,  could  only  be  as- 
sailed on  the  fourth  along  a  high  neck  of  land, 
three  hundred  yards  wide,  which  joined  the  rock  to 
the  parent  hills :  but  the  rampart  on  that  side  was 
bastioned,  lined  with  masonry,  and  protected  by  a 
diteh,  counterscarp,  and  covered  way  with  palisades. 
No  guns  could  be  brought  against  the  castle 
until  the  country  people,  employed  by  Suchet,  had 
opened  a  way  from  Torriente  over  the  hills,  and 
this  occupied  the  engineers  until  the  1st  of  June. 
Meanwhile  the  brigade  which  had  defeated  Lazan 
at  Alcanitz,  arrived  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro 
and  completed  the  investment.  The  30th  of  May, 
general  Rogniat,  coming  from  France  with  a  rein- 
forcement of  engineer-officers  and  several  companies 
of  sappers  and  miners,  also  reached  the  camp,  and 
taking  the  direction  of  the  works  contracted  the 
circle  of  investment. 


SIEGE   OF    MEQUINENZA. 

The  Spaniards  made  an  ineffectual  sally  the  31st 
Jane,  of  May.  The  2d  of  June,  the  French  artillery,  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  pieces  of  which  six  were  twenty- 
four  pounders,  were  brought  over  the  hills,  and 
the  Spanish  advanced  posts  were  driven  into  the 
castle.     During  the  night,  ground  was  broken  two 
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hundred  yards  from  the  place  under  a  destructive  ^"^p- 
fire  of  grape ;  and  while  this  was  passing  on  the 


height,  approaches  were  made  c^inst  the  town  on  Jtme. 
the  narrow  space  between  the  Ebro  and  the  foot  of 
the  rock.  Strong  infantry  posts  were  also  en- 
trenched close  to  the  water,  on  the  right  bank  of 
that  river,  to  prevent  the  navigation,  but  of  eleven 
boats  freighted  with  inhabitants  and  their  property 
nine  effected  their  escape. 

In  the  night  of  the  3d  the  parallels  on  the  rock  were 
perfected,  the  breaching-batteries  commenced,  and 
parapets  of  sand-bags  raised,  from  behind  which 
the  French  infantry  plied  the  embrasures  of  the 
castle  with  musketry ;  the  works  against  the  town 
were  also  advanced,  but  in  both  places  the  nature 
of  the  ground  greatly  impeded  the  operations. 
The  trenches  above  were  opened  chiefly  by  blasting 
the  rock,  those  below  were  in  a  space  too  narrow 
for  batteries,  and  were  searched  by  a  plunging 
fire,  from  the  castle  and  from  a  gun  mounted  on  a 
high  tower  on  the  town  wall.  However  the  troops 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro  plied  this  wall  with 
musketry  so  sharply,  that  the  garrison  abandoned  it, 
and  both  wall  and  tower  were  then  escaladed  with- 
out difficulty,  the  Spaniards  all  retiring  to  the 
castle.  The  French  now  placed  a  battalion  in  the 
houses,  putting  those  next  the  rock  in  a  state  of 
defence ;  the  garrison  of  the  castle  then  rolled  down 
large  stones  from  above,  yet  they  killed  more  of 
the  inhabitants  than  of  the  enemy. 

The  6th  the  French  batteries  on  the  rock,  three 
in  number,  were  completed ;  and  in  the  night  forty 
grenadiers  carried  by  storm  a  small  outwork  called 
the  horse-shoe.  The  7th,  Suchet,  who  had  been  at 
Zaragoza,  arrived  in  the  camp,  and  on  the  8th,  six- 
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^^x!^  teen  pieces  of  artillery,  of  which  four  were  mortars, 
~^ —  opened  on  the  castle.  The  Spaniards  replied  with 
Jane,  yigour,  and  three  French  guns  were  dismounted, 
yet  the  besiegers  acquired  the  superiority,  and  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  fire  of  the  place  was 
silenced  and  the  rampart  broken  iti  two  places. 
The  defence  was  prolonged  awhile  with  musquetry 
but  the  interior  of  the  castle  was  so  severely 
searched  by  the  bombardment  that  at  ten  o'clock  the 
governot  capitulated.  Fourteen  hundred  men  be- 
came prisoners  of  war ;  forty-five  guns  and  large 
stores  of  powder  and  of  cast  iron  were  captured, 
and  provisions  fdr  three  months  were  found  in  the 
magazines. 

Two  hours  after  the  fall  of  Mequinenzk,  general 
Mdnt-Marie,  commanding  the  troops  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Ebro,  marched  against  M orelia  in  the 
kingdom  of  Valencia,  and  took  it  on  the  13th  of 
June ;  for  the  Spaniards,  with  a  wonderful  negli- 
gence, had  left  that  important  fort,  commanding  one 
of  the  principal  entrances  int6  the  kingdom  of  Va- 
lencik,  without  arms  or  a  garrison.  When  It  was 
lost,  general  ODonoju  advanced  with  a  division  of 
the  Valencian  army  to  retake  it,  but  Mont-Marie 
defeated  him.  The  works  were  then  repaired  dnd 
Moreilla  became  a  strong  and  irtiportant  place  of 
arms. 

By  these  rapid  aiid  successful  operations,  Shchet 
secured,  T.  A  fortified  frontier  against  the  regular 
armies  of  Catalonia  and  Valencia ;  T.  Solid  bases 
for  offensive  operations,  and  free  entrance  to  those 
provinces;  3^  The  command  of  several  fertile 
tracts  of  couiitry  and  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Ebro ;  4**.  The  co-operation  of  the  seventh  corps, 
which  after  the  fall  of  Lerida  could  safely  engage 
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beyond  the  Ll<>bregat.  But  to  effect  the  complete  ^^• 
subjugation  of  Catalonia  it  ww  nescessary  to  cut  off-  — 
its  conunuiDicaticos  foy  laiiid  with  V<t:leQcia,  <wd  to 
iiestroy  O'Bonners  base.  The  first  could  oply  b» 
efiected)  by  ftakiog  Tortoza,  the  seowid  by  capt^riisig 
Tamgona.  Hence  the  immediate  sieges  pf  tboee 
two  great  places,  the  one  by  the  third,  aad  the  other 
by  the  sevetith  corps,  were  ordered  by  the  emperor. 

Suchet  was  ready  to  commence  his  part,  b%H: 
fflany  and  great  obstacles  arose :  the  difl&cujty  pf 
obtainuftg  provisions  in  the  eastern  region  of  Cajia- 
Ionia  was  increased  by  O'Donnel's  i»easures,  and 
that  general,  still  commanding  aboy^  twenty  thou- 
sand men,  was  neither  daunted  by  past  -defeats  nor 
insensible  .to  the  advantages  of  his  position.  His 
harsh  manners  and  stern  sway  rendered  him  hateful 
to  the  people ;  but  he  was  watchful  to  confirm  the 
courage  and  excite  the  enthusiasm  of  his  troops;  he 
confierxed  rewards  aiid  honours  on  the  field  of 
battle,  and  being  of  singuktr  intrepidity  himself  his 
exhortations  had  moi^  i^ffect.  Two  years  ^of  inces- 
sant warfieire  :had  ako  formed  seiveraJi  good  officers, 
and  theiuH  stfength  and  importance  of  ^yery  posi- 
tion and  town  were  by  dint  of  experience  becoming 
known.  With  these  helps  O'Donnel  long  pre- 
vented the  siege  of  TortQza,  and  found  fulU  employ- 
ment few  ^ihe  enemy  duuing  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  Nevertheless,  the  conquest  of  Catalonia  ad- 
vanced, and  the  fortified  places  fell  one  after  ano- 
ther, each  serving  by  its  fall  to  strengthen  the  hold 
of  the  French  in  the  same  proportion  that  it  had 
before  impeded  their  progress. 

The  foundations  of  military  power  were,  however, 
deeply  cast  in  Catalonia.  There  the  greatest  efforts 
were  made    by   the  Spaniards,    and    ten  thousand 
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BOOK  British  soldiers,  hovering  on  the  coast,  ready  to 
land  on  the  rear  of  the  French  or  to  join  the 
Catalans  in  an  action,  could  at  any  period  of  1809 
and  1810,  have  paralyzed  the  operations  of  the 
seventh  corps  and  saved  Gerona,  Hostalrich,  Tor- 
toza,  Taragona,  and  even  Lerida.  But  while  those 
places  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  and 
their  hopes  were  high,  English  troops  from  Sicily 
were  reducing  the  Ionian  islands  or  loitering  on 
the  coast  of  Italy ;  and  when  all  the  fortresses  of 
Catalonia  had  fallen,  when  the  regular  armies  were 
nearly  destroyed,  and  the  people  worn  out  with 
suffering,  a  British  army,  which  could  have  been 
beneficially  employed  elsewhere,  appeared,  as  if  in 
scorn  of  common  sense,  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Spain.  Notwithstanding  their  many  years  of  hos- 
tility with  France,  the  English  ministers  were  still 
ignorant  of  every  military  principle,  and  yet  too 
arrogant  to  ask  advice  of  professional  men ;  for  it 
was  not  until  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Perceval,  and 
when  the  decisive  victory  of  Salamanca  shewed  the 
giant  in  his  full  proportions,  that  even  Wellington 
himself  was  permitted  the  free  exercise  of  his  judg- 
ment. Even  then  he  was  more  than  once  re- 
minded by  Mr.  Perceval,  whose  narrow  views 
continually  clogged  the  operations,  that  the  whole 
responsibility  of  failure  would  rest  on  his  head. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


SucHET^s  preparations  equally  menaced  Valencia   chap 
and  Catalonia,  and  the  authorities  in  the  former 


province,  perceiving  that  an  exclusive  and  selfish  Febrauy. 
policy  would  finally  bring  the  enemy  to  their 
own  doors,  resolved  to  co-operate  with  the  Catalo- 
nians,  while  the  Murcians,  now  under  the  direction 
of  Blake,  waged  war  on  the  side  of  Grenada  and 
made  excursions  against  the  fourth  corps.  The  acts 
of  the  Valencians  shall  be  treated  of  when  the  course 
of  the  history  leads  me  back  to  Catalonia,  those  of 
the  Murcian  army  belong  to  the 


OPERATIONS    IN    ANDALUSIA. 

During  the  month  of  February,  the  first  corps 
was  before  Cadiz,  the  fourth  in  Grenada,  DessoUes' 
division  at  Cordoba,  Jaen,  and  Ubeda;  the  fifth 
corps,  with  the  exception  of  six  battalions  and  some 
horse  left  at  Seville,  was  in  Estremadura.  The  king, 
accompanied  by  marshal  Soult,  moved  with  his 
guards  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  diflferent  points, 
and  received  from  all  the  great  towns  assurances  of 
their  adhesion  to  his  cause.  But  as  the  necessities 
of  the  army  demanded  immediate  and  heavy  contri- 
butions both  of  money  and  provisions,  moveable 
columns  were  employed  to  collect  them,  especially 
for  the  fourth  corps,  and  with  so  little  attention  to 
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discipline  as  soon  to  verify  the  observations  of  St. 
1810  ^y^'  *^^^  *^®y  ^^^^  better  calculated  to  create  than 
March,  to  suppress  insurrections.  The  people  exasperated 
King  Jo-  by  disorders  and  violence,  and  at  the  same  time 
K»pon-  excited  by  the  agents  of  their  own  and  the  British 
tared  at  govemmcnt,  suddenly  rose  in  arms,  and  Andalusia 
MS8.  '  became  like  other  parts  of  Spain  the  theatre  of  a 
petty  and  harassing  warfare. 

The  Grenadans  of  the  Alpujanras  were  the  first 
to  resist;  the  insurrection  spread  on  one  side  to 
Murcia,  on  the  other  to  Gibraltar ;  succour  was 
obtained  from  the  latter  place,  and  Blake  aided  the 
movement  with  his  troops.  The  communication 
between  the  first  and  fourth  corps  was  maintained 
across  the  Sierra  de  Ronda,  by  a  division  posted  at 
Medina  Sidonia,  and  by  some  infantry  and  hus- 
sars quartered  in  the  town  of  Ronda.  From  the 
latter  place,  the  insurgents,  principally  smugglers, 
drove  the  French,  while  at  the  other  extremity 
Blake  marching  from  Almeira,  took  Ardra  and  Mo- 
tril ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  mountaineers  of  Jaen 
and  Cordoba  interrupted  DessoUes'  communications 
with  La  Mancha.  These  movements  commenced 
early  in  March,  the  king  was  then  in  the  city  of 
Grenada,  and  he  immediately  sent  a  column  across 
the  mountains,  by  Orgiva,  to  fall  upon  Blake  at 
Motril,  while  another  column,  moving  by  Guadix 
and  Ohanes  upon  Almeria,  cut  off  his  retreat.  This 
forced  the  Murcians  to  disperse,  and  DessoUes  at 
the  same  time  defeated  the  insurgents  on  the  side 
of  Ubeda.  The  garrison  of  Malaga  then  marched 
to  restore  the  communication  with  the  first  corps, 
and  rallying  the  troops  beaten  at  Ronda  retook  that 
post  on  the  21st  of  March.  During  their  absence 
the  people   from   the   Alpuxaras*  entered   Malaga, 
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he  inhabitants  as  favovirers  of  the 
enemy,  and  would  have  done  more  but  that  another  - 


killed  some  of  the  inhabitants  as  favovirers  of  the  ^^^ 


column  from  Grenada  caine  down  on  them.  The  MarcL 
iDOurrection  was  thus  strs^ngled  in  its  birth.  It  bad 
however,  sufficed  to  pi^event  the  march  of  the  troops 
designed  ^o  co-operate  with  Suchet  at  Valencia,  and 
it  was  of  so  threatening  a  character,  that  the  fifth 
corps  was  reca^Ued  from  Estremadura,  and  all  t^f^ 
French  troops  at  Madrid^  consisting  of  the  garrisoi^ 
and  a  part  of  the  second  corps,  were  directed  upoi^ 
Almagro  in  La  Mancha.  The  capital  was  meantime 
left  in  charge  of  some  Spanish  battalions  in  the  in-  Mrstnan't 
vader's  service.  The  king  now  fearing  the  Valencian  de^^^' 
and  Murcian  armies  would  invade  La  Mancha  repair-  ^**' 
ed  thither,  and  after  a  time  returned  tp  Madrid.  The 
duk^  of  Dalmatia  remained  to  comii\sm4  ip  Anda- 
lusia«  He  proceeded  to  orgaqjze  a  syste^n  of  mili-r 
tary  and  civil  administration  so  efficE^^ipus,  (hat 
neither  the  efforts  of  the  Spanish  gqverqpient,  nor 
of  the  army  in  Cadi?,  nor  the  perpetual  incursioni^ 
of  Spanish  troops  issuing  from  Portugal  and  sup- 
ported by  British  corps  on  that  frontier,  could 
serbusly  shake  his  hold.  But  this  will  be  better 
shown  hereafter,  at  present  it  is  more  convenient  to 
notice 

THE    BLOCKADE    OF    CADIZ. 

Marshal  Victor,  declining  an  assaul);  on  the  Isla,  Feb. 
bad  spread  his  army  round  the  margin  of  the  bay, 
and  commenced  works  of  contravallation  on  an  ex- 
tent of  not  less  than  twenty-five  miles.  The  towns, 
the  islands,  castles,  harbours,  and  rivers  he  thus 
enclosed  are  too  numerous,  and  in  their   relative 
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BOOK    bearings  too  intricate  for  minute  description;  yet 

looking  as  it  were  from  the  French  camps,  I  will 

Feb/    endeavour  to  point  out  the  leading  features. 

The  blockade  was  maintained  in  three  grand  divi- 
sions or  entrenched  positions^  namely,  Chiclana, 
Puerto  Real,  and  Santa  Maria.  The  first,  having 
the  left  on  the  sea-coast,  was  carried  across  the  Al- 
manza  and  Chiclana  rivers  to  the  Zuraque.  This 
line  of  eight  miles  was  traced  along  a  range  of 
thickly  wooded  hills,  bordering  a  marsh,  which  was 
from  one  to  three  miles  broad ;  it  was  traversed  by  the 
above-named  rivers  and  by  many  navigable  water- 
courses and  creeks,  and  cat  in  its  whole  length  by 
the  Santi  Petri,  a  natural  channel  connecting  the 
upper  harbour  of  Cadiz  with  the  open  sea. 

The  channel,  nine  miles  long,  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards  wide,  and  of  depth  to  float  a  seventy- 
four,  received  the  waters  of  all  the  creeks  cross- 
ing the  marsh,  and  was  the  first  Spanish  line  of 
defence.  In  the  centre,  the  bridge  of  Zuazo,  by 
which  the  only  road  to  Cadiz  passes,  was  broken 
and  defended  by  batteries  on  both  sides.  On  the 
right  hand,  the  Caraccas,  or  Royal  Arsenal,  situated 
on  an  island  in  the  harbour  mouth  of  the  channel, 
and  on  account  of  the  marsh  inattackable  save  by 
water  or  by  bombardment,  was  covered  with  strong 
batteries  and  served  as  an  advanced  post.  On  the 
left  hand,  the  castle  of  Santi  Petri,  also  built  on  an 
island,  defended  the  sea  mouth  of  the  channel. 

Beyond  the  Santi  Petri  was  the  Isla  de  Leon.  In 
form  a  triangle,  its  base  rested  on  the  channel,  the 
right  side  on  the  harbour,  the  left  on  the  open  sea, 
the  apex  pointed  towards  Cadiz.  All  this  island 
was  a  salt-marsh,  except  one  high  and  strong  ridge 
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in  the  centre  about  four  miles  long,  upon  which  the  J^^y^' 
large  town  of  La  Isla  stands :   this  ridge,  within  — — — 
cannon  shot  of  the  Santi  Petri,  offered  the  second    .Feb. 
line  of  defence. 

At  the  apex  of  the  Isla  stands  the  Torre  Gardo, 
from  whence  a  low  narrow  isthmus  about  five  miles 
long  connected  it  with  the  rocks  upon  which 
Cadiz  is  built.  Across  the  centre  of  this  isth* 
mus,  a  cut  called  the  Cortadura,  defended  by  the 
large  unfinished  fort  of  Fernando,  offered  a  third  line 
of  defence.  The  fourth  and  final  line  was  the  land 
front  of  Cadiz,  regularly  fortified. 

On  the  Chiclana  side  the  hostile  forces  were  only 
separated  by  the  marsh  ;  and  though  the  Spaniards 
possessed  the  Santi  Petri,  the  French,  haying  their 
chief  depots  in  the  town  of  Chiclana,  could  always 
acquire  the  mastery  in  the  marsh  and  might  force 
the  passage  of  the  channel.  For  the  Chiclana, 
Zuraque,  and  Almanza  creeks,  were  navigable  above 
the  lines  of  contravallation,  the  thick  woods  behind 
afforded  the  means  of  constructing  an  armed  flotilla ; 
and  such  was  the  nature  of  the  ground  bordering 
the  Santi  Petri  itself,  on  both  sides,  that  off  the 
high  road  it  could  only  be  approached  by  water,  or 
by  narrow  foot-paths,  leading  between  the  salt-pans 
of  the  marsh. 

The  French  centre,  called  the  Puerto  Real  divi- 
sion, extended  from  the  Zuraque  on  the  left  to  the 
San  Pedro,  a  navigable  branch  of  the  Guadalete,  on 
the  right,  a  distance  of  seven  miles.  From  the 
Zoraque  the  line  run  to  the  town  of  Puerto  Real* 
being  traced  along  a  ridge  skirting  the  marsh,  so 
as  to  form  with  the  position  of  Chiclana  a  half 
circle.  Puerto  Real  was  entrenched,  but  a  tongue  of 
land  four  miles  long  projected  from  thence  perpen- 
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^^^   dicukrly  on  towards  the  isthmus  of  Cadiz.    This 


-•  tongue,  cloven  in  its  whole  length  by  the  creek  or 
Feb.'  canal  of  Troccadero,  separated  the  inner  from  the 
outward  harbour,  and  at  its  extreme  points  stood 
the  village  of  Troccadero  and  the  fort  of  Mata- 
gorda, opposed  to  which  there  was  on  the  isthmus 
of  Cadiz  a  powerful  battery  called  the  Puntales. 

From  Matagorda  to  Cadiz  was  above  four  thou- 
sand yards ;  but  from  Puntales  it  was  only  twelve 
hundred;  it  was  therefore  the  nearest  point  to 
Cadiz  and  to  the  isthmus,  and  was  infinitely  the 
most  important  post  of  offence.  From  thence  the 
French  could  search  the  upper  harbour  with  their 
fire,  or  throw  shells  into  the  Caracoas  and  the  fort 
of  Fernando,  while  their  flotilla,  safely  moored  in 
the  Troccadero  creek,  could  make  a  descent  upon  the 
isthmus,  and  thus  turn  the  Isla,  and  all  the  works 
between  it  and  the  city.  Nevertheless,  the  Spaniards 
dismantled  and  abandoned  Matagorda. 

The  third  or  Santa  Maria  division  of  blockade 
followed  the  sweep  of  the  bay.  Reckoning  from 
the  San  Pedro  on  the  left,  to  the  castle  of  Santa 
Catalina,  the  extreme  point  of  the  outer  harbour  on 
the  right,  was  about  five  miles.  The  town  of  Santa 
Maria,  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guadalete  in  the 
centre  of  this  line,  was  entrenched,  and  the  ground 
about  Santa  Catalina  was  extremely  rugged. 

Besides  these  lines  of  blockade  which  were  con- 
nected by  a  covered  way,  ooncealtsd  by  thick  woods, 
and  finally,  armed  with  three  hundred  guns,  the 
towns  of  Rota  and  San  Lucar  de  Baraoieda  were 
occupied.  The  first,  situated  on  a  cape  of  land 
opposite  to  Cadiz,  was  the  northern  point  of  the 
great  bay  or  roadstead,  the  second  commanded  the 
mouth  of  the  Guadalquivir. 
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Bdmd  the  line  of  blockade,  Latoor  Maubourg  ^^^^• 
occupied  Medina  Sidonia  with  a  covering  division ; 
his  left  was  upon  the  upper  Guadalete,  and  his  ^^ 
advanced  posts  watched  the  passes  of  the  Sierra  de 
Ronda.  Such  was  the  blockading  position  of  the 
first  corps,  and  the  progress  of  events  within  the 
city  shall  now  be  related. 

The  fall  of  the  Central  Junta,  the  appointment 
of  the  regency,  and  the  proclamation  for  convoking 
the  national  Cortes  have  been  already  touched  upon. 
Alburqnerque,  hailed  as  a  deliverer,  elected  go* 
veraor,  commander  in  chief,  and  president  of  the 
Junta,  appeared  to  have  unlimited  power ;  but  in 
reality  he  possessed  no  authority,  except  over  his 
own  soldiers,  nor  did  he  meddle  with  the  adminis- 
tration. The  regency,  appointed  provisionally  and 
composed  of  men  without  personal  energy  or  local 
influence,  was  obliged  to  bend  and  truckle  to  the 
Junta  of  Cadiz.  And  that  imperious  body,  without 
honour,  talents,  or  patriotism,  sought  only  to  obtain 
the  command  of  the  public  revenue  for  dishonest  Aibur- 
purposes,  and  meanwhile  privately  trafficked  with  m^^ 
the  public  stores* 

Alburquerque's  troops  were  in  a  deplorable  state.  Private 
the  whole  had   been  long  without   pay,  and   the  <*«««»  of 
greater  part  were    without    arms,  accoutrements,  from  ca. 
ammunition,  or  clothes.     When  he  demanded  sup-  ms's. 
plies  the  Junta  declared  that  they  could  not  furnish 
them;   but  the  duke  affirming  this  to  be  untrue, 
addressed   a  memorial  to  the  Regency,   and  the 
latter,  anxious  to  render  the  Junta  odious,  though 
fearing  op^ily  to  attack  them,  persuaded  Albur^ 
qnerque  to  publish  his  memorial.    The  Junta  replied 
by  an  exposition  £atise  as  to  £a,cts,  base  and  ridicu- 
lous in  reasoning  ;  for  though  they  had  elected  the 
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BOOK    (Juke  president  of  their  own  body,  they  accused 


him  amongst  other  things  with  retreating  from  Car- 
Peb.'    mona  too  quickly ;  and  they  finished  with  a  menacing 
intimation,  that  supported  by  the  populace  of  Cadiz 
they  were  able  and  ready  to  wreak  their  vengeance 
on  all  enemies.     Matters  being  thus  brought  to  a 
crisis,  both  Alburquerque  and  the  Regency  gave 
way,    and  the  former   being  sent  ambassador  to 
England,  it  was  thought  he  meant  to  go  to  South 
America ;  but  he  died  in  London  some  months  after 
of  a  phrenzy,  brought  on  it  is  said  by  grief  and  pas- 
sion at  the  unworthy  treatment  he  received.     He 
Appendw,  was  judgcd  to  be  a  brave  and  generous  man,  yet 
Sec.  2.     vireak  and  hasty,  easy  to  be  duped. 

The  misery  of  the  troops,  the  great  extent  of  the 
positions,  the  discontent  of  the  seamen,  the  venal 
spirit  of  the  Junta,  the  apathy  of  the  people,  the  fee- 
bleness of  the  Regency,  the  scarcity  of  provisions, 
and  the  machinations  of  the  French,  who  had  many 
favourers  and  those  amongst  the  men  in  power,  all 
combined  to  place  Cadiz  in  the  greatest  jeopardy. 
And  this  state  of  affairs  would  have  led  to  a  surrender, 
if  England  had  not  again  filled  the  Spanish  store- 
houses, and  if  the  Regents,  their  arrogance  and  pride 
abated  by  necessity,  had  not  now  asked  for  and 
obtained  that  aid  of  British  troops  which  they  had 
before  so  haughtily  refused.  This  saved  the  place, 
c^  Mi's  ^^^  ^*  ^^^  same  time  general  Colin  Campbell  who 
Jo™p<>'i-had  succeeded  sir  John  Cradock  as  governor  of 
Mss.  Gibraltar,  performed  a  great  service  to  his  country. 
For  by  persevering  negotiation,  he  obtained  that 
an  English  garrison  should  likewise  enter  Ceuta, 
and  that  the  Spanish  lines  of  San  Roque,  and  the 
forts  round  the  harbour  of  Algesiras  should  be  de- 
molished.    Both   measures  were  very  essential  to 
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the  present  and  permanent  interests  of  England,  and   chap. 
the  last  especially  so,  because  it  cleared  the  neigh-  — 

bourhood  of  the  fortress  and  gave  it  a  secure  p«'>- 
harbour.  Moreover  Gibraltar  contained  at  this 
period  a  mixed  and  disaffected  population  of  more 
than  twelve  thousand  persons ;  and  merchandize  to 
the  value  of  two  millions  sterling  which  could  have 
been  easily  destroyed  by  bombardment.  Ceuta, 
chiefly  garrisoned  by  condemned  troops,  and  filled 
with  galley-slaves,  was  miserably  neglected,  and  had 
only  six  days*  provisions  ;  it  was  at  the  mercy  of 
the  first  thousand  French  that  could  cross  the 
straits,  and  the  possession  of  it  would  have  availed 
the  enemy  in  many  ways,  especially  in  obtaining 
provisions  from  Barbary,  where  his  emissaries  were 
exceedingly  active. 

General  William  Stewart,  detached  from  Lisbon 
by  lord  Wellington,    arrived   at  Cadiz  with   two 
thousand  men  the  1 1th  of  February ;  one  thousand 
more  joined   him  from   Gibraltar,  and  the  whole 
were  received  with  an  enthusiasm  which  proved 
that  sir  George  Smith's  perception  of  the  real  feel- 
ings of  the  people  had  been  just;  and  that  Mr. 
Frere's  unskilful  management  of  the  Central  Junta 
had  alone   prevented  a  similar  measure  the  year 
before.      The  17th  a  strong  Portuguese  regiment 
was  admitted  into   the   city;   it  was   followed  by  official 
more  British  troops,  and  the  whole  force  finally  opSSiiM 
assembled  behind  the  Santi  Petri  channel  was  not  teio!**"* 
less  than  four  thousand  Anglo-Portuguese  and  four-  ^^^* 
teen  thousand  Spaniards. 

The  ships  recovered  at  Ferrol  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  Cadiz,  and  there  were  in  the  bay  twenty- 
three  men  of  war,  four   of  the  line  and  three  fri- 
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^^K   gates  being  British,    besides  the  EuthaUon  and 
Undaunted,  which  now  arrived  fr<»n  Mexico  with 


r«b.*  six  millions  of  dollars.  Thus  money  troops  and 
a  fleet,  in  fine  all  things  necessary  to  render  Cadiz 
formidable  were  collected.  Yet  to  little  purpose. 
Procrastination,  jealousy,  ostentation,  and  a  tibou- 
sand  absurdities,  the  invariable  attendants  of  Spa- 
nish armies  and  governments  marred  every  useM 
measures  and  there  was  «o  little  enthusiasm  amongst 
the  people,  that  no  citizen  was  enrolled,  or  armed, 
or  volunteered  either  to  labour  or  to  fight, 

<3eneral  Stewart's  first  measure  was  to  Tecover 
Matagorda,  tbe  error  of  abandoning  wiich  was  to 
be  attributed  as  mirch  to  admiral  Purvis  as  to  the 
Spaniards.  In  the  night  of  the  22d,  a  detachment 
consisting  of  fifty  seamen  and  marines,  twenty-five 
artillery-men,  and  sixty-^even  of  the  ninety-fourth 
regiment,  the  whole  «under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain McLean  of  the  ninety-fourth,  pushed  across 
the  channel  during  a  storm,  and  taking  possession 
of  the  dismantled  fort,  effected  a  solid  lodgement. 
The  French  cannonaded  the  work  •with  (field- artillen^ 
all  the  next  day,  but  the  garrison,  supported  by  the 
fire  of  Puntales,  was  immoveable. 

The  remainder  of  February  'passed  without  any 
event  of  importance,  yet  the  people  sufiered  from 
the  want  of  provisions,  especially  fresh  meat ;  and 
a  tempest,  beating  on  the  coast  from  the  7di  to  the 
10th  of  March,  drove  three  Spanish  and  one  Porto- 
gnese  sail  of  the  line,  •  a  frigate  and  from  ithirty  to 
forty  merchantmen  on  shore^  between  San  Lucor 
and  St.  Mary's.  One  ship  of  itheline  was  taken,  the 
others  were  burned  and  part  of  the  orews  i)rought 
-off    by   boats  'from   the    fleet;    but    many   meo, 
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amongst  others  a  part  of  the  fourth  English  re^  tJUjAP. 
ment,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  together  — jjjj; — 
with  an  immense  booty.  •••ich, 

On  the  15th  of  March  the  enemy's  outposts  at 
San  Petri  were  driven  in  by  major  Sullivan  of  the 
seventy-ninth,  to  cover  an  attack  meditated  by 
general  Stewart  against  the  Troocadero ;  this  design 
was  however  baffled  by  the  surf  in  one  quarter  and 
the  difficulty  of  crossing  a  shoal  in  another. 

In  the  same  month  Mr.  H.  Wellesley,  minister 
plenipotentiary,  arrived ;  and  on  the  24th  general 
Graham,  coming  from  England,  assumed  the  chief 
command  of  the  British  troops  and  immediately 
caused  an  exact  military  survey  of  the  Isla  to  be 
made.  It  then  appeared,  that  the  force  hitherto 
assigned  for  its  defence  was  quite  inadequate,  and 
to  secure  it,  twenty  thousand  soldiers,  with  a  system 
of  redoubts  and  batteries  requiring  the  labour  of 
four  thousand  men  for  three  months,  were  abso-  Appendix, 
lutely  necessary.  The  Spaniards  had  only  worked  seo.  i. 
beyond  the  Ssinti  Petri,  and  withont  judgement. 
Their  batteries  in  the  marsh  were  ill-placed,  their 
entrenchments  on  the  tongue  of  land  at  the  sea- 
mouth  of  that  channel  were  of  contemptible 
strength;  the  Caraccas,  which  tb^  had  armed 
with  one  hundred  and^fty  guns,  being  full  of  dry 
timber  could  be  easily  burned  by  ear<$teses.  The 
ibterior  defences  of  the  Isla  were  qtlite  neglected, 
and  the  importatit  posts  ^^f  Matagorda  and  the 
Troccadero  vrere  abandoned ;  y«t  Itdvanced  bat- 
teries had  been  absurdly  pushed  to  the  Junction 
of  the  Chtclatia  road  with  the  royal  causeway  in 
the  marsh ;  that  is  to  say,  one  mile  and  a  half 
beyond  the  bridge  of  Zuazo,  and  consequently  ex- 
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^^   posed  without   support  to  flank  attacks   both  by 
~j water  and  land. 

Mveh.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  English  engineers  pre- 
sented plans  and  offered  to  construct  the  works ; 
the  Spaniards  would  never  consent  to  pull  down 
a  house  or  destroy  a  garden;  their  procrastina- 
tion paralyzed  their  allies,  and  would  have  lost  the 
place,  had  the  French  been  prepared  to  press  it 
vigorously.  They  were  so  indifferent  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy,  that  to  use  general  Graham's 
expression,  they  wished  the  English  would  drive 
away  the  French,  merely  that  they  might  go  and 
eat  strawberries  at  Chiclana.  Nor  were  the  British 
works  when  the  Spaniards  would  permit  any  to  be 
constructed  well  and  rapidly  completed ;  for  the 
Junta  furnished  bad  materials,  there  was  a  paucity 
of  engineer-officers ;  and  from  the  habitual  negli- 
gence of  the  ministerial  departments  at  home,  nei- 
ther the  proper  stores  nor  implements  had  been 
sent  out.  Indeed,  an  exact  history,  drawn  from 
the  private  journals  of  commanders  of  British  ex- 
peditions during  the  war  with  France,  would  prove 
an  incredible  carelessness  of  preparation  on  the 
part  of  the  different  cabinets :  the  generals  were 
always  expected  to  make  bricks  without  straw, 
and  the  laurels  of  the  British  army  were  for  many 
years  blighted.  Even  in  Egypt,  the  success  of 
the  venerable  hero  Abercrombie  was  due  more  to 
his  perseverance  and  unconquerable  energy  in  re- 
pairing the  neglect  of  the  ministers  before  the 
descent,  than  to  his  daring  operations  afterwards. 

Additional  reinforcements  reached  Cadiz  the  3 1st, 
and  both  sides  continued  to  labour  at  their  lines. 
But  the  allies  worked  slowly  and  without  harmony, 
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the  Spanish  supplies   were  iDterrupted,   scarcity   chap. 
prevailed,  many  persons  were  forced  to  quit  the         — 
city,  and  two  thousand  troops  were  detached  by    Miurch. 
sea  to  Ayamonte  to  collect  provisions  on  the  Gua-  General^ 
diana.     Notwithstanding  this,  so  strange  and  way-  cln^u- 
ward  a  people,  and  so  false,  are  Spaniards  in  autho-  mss/ 
rity,  that  the  Junta  assured  Mr.  Wellesley  their 
magazines  were   full,    and  induced  him  to  send 
wheat  and  flour  away  from  Cadiz  in  the  midst  of 
the  scarcity. 

Matagorda  being  small,  and  of  a  square  form, 
without  a  ditch,  without  sufficient  bomb-proofs, 
and  having  one  angle  projecting  towards  the  land, 
it  was  little  calculated  for  resistance,  and  could 
bring  only  seven  guns  to  bear;  yet  though  fre- 
quently cannonaded  it  had  been  held  fifty-five  days 
and  now  impeded  the  completion  of  the  French 
works.  A  Spanish  seventy^four,  supported  with 
an  armed  flotilla  moored  on  the  flanks,  co-operated 
in  the  defence;  but  some  houses  on  the  Trocca- 
dero  covered  heavy  French  batteries,  and  the  21st, 
at  daybreak,  a  hissing  shower  of  heated  shot  falling 
on  the  ships  made  them  cut  their  cables  and  take 
shelter  under  the  works  of  Cadiz.  Then  the  fire 
of  forty-eight  guns  and  mortars,  of  the  largest  size, 
was  concentrated  upon  the  little  fort  of  Matagorda, 
and  the  feeble  parapet  disappeared  in  a  moment 
before  this  crashing  flight  of  metal.  The  naked 
rampart  and  the  undaunted  hearts  of  the  garrison 
remained,  but  the  troops  fell  fast,  and  the  enemy 
shot  so  quick  and  close,  that  a  stafi*  bearing  the 
Spanish  flag  was  broken  six  times  in  an  hour ;  the 
colours  were  then  fastened  to  the  angle  of  the  work 
itself,  but  the  men,  especially  the  sailors,  besought 
the  officers  to  hoist  the  British  ensign,  attributing 
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^^^    the  slaughter  to  their  fighting  under  a  foreign  flag. 


Thirty  hours  this  tempest  lasted,  and  sixty-four 
April!  men  out  of  one  hundred  and  forty  had  fallen,  when 
general  Graham,  finding  a  diversion  he  had  pro- 
jected impracticable,  sent  boats  to  carry  off  the 
survivors.  A  bastion  was  then  blown  up  under 
the  direction  of  major  Lefebre  an  engineer  of  great 
promise,  but  he  also  fell,  the  last  man  whose  blood 
wetted  the  ruins  thus  abandoned.  And  here  I  must 
record  an  action  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  say  whe- 
ther it  were  most  feminine  or  heroic.  A  sergeants 
wife,  named  Retson,  was  in  a  casemate  with  the 
wounded  men  when  a  very  young  drununer  was 
ordered  to  fetch  water  from  the  well  of  the  fort ; 
seeing  the  child  hesitate,  she  snatched  the  vessel 
from  his  hand,  braved  the  terrible  cannonade  her- 
self, and  though  a  shot  cut  the  bucket-cord  from 
her  hand,  she  recovered  it  and  fulfilled  her  mis- 
sion.* 

Matagorda  being  thus  evacuated  the  French  co- 
vered the  point  with  batteries,    but  the   war  lan- 
guished in  front  of  Cadiz,  while  in  other    parts  it 
was  brisk.     Sebastiani's  cavalry  infested  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Gibraltar,  and  he  himself  entering  the 
city  of  Murcia  forced  Blake  to  retire  upon  Alicant 
and  Carthagena.     Meanwhile  the  troops  blockading 
Cam  "'     Cadiz  were  pressed  by  scarcity,  and  general  Camp- 
J^]*'*^f °'- bell   augmented   their   difficulties  by  throwing  a 
^g^*-      detachment  into  Tarifa,   and  driving  the  foragers 
from  that  vicinity,  which  abounds  with  cattle.    The 
Spaniards  at  San  Roque  promised  to  reinforce  this 
detachment,  but  their  usual  tardiness  enabled  the 

*  An  interesting  account  of  this  noble-minded  woman^  is  to  be  found  in  a  small 
volume*  entitled,  "  Sketches  of  a  Soldier't  Life  in  Ireland/*  by  the  author  of  **  TAf 
Eventful  Life  of  a  Soldier."  This  last  work  was  erroneously  designated*  io  my 
first  volume,  as  *'  The  Life  of  a  Sergeant,** 
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enemy  to  return  with  four  hundred  foot  and  some   chap. 
cavalry,    who   were  not   repulsed    until  they  bad 
driven  off  several  herds  of  cattle.     General  Camp-     j^J^J; 
bell  then  increased  his  detachment  to  five  hundred 
men,  with  some  guns,  and  placed  the*  whole  under 
the  command  of  major  Brown  of  the  28th. 

In  May  the  French  prisoners  cut  the  cables  of 
two  hulks  and  drifted  in  a  heavy  gale  to  the  French 
bay.  They  beat  off  the  craft  sent  after  them  by 
throwing  cold  shot  from  the  decks,  and  above  fif- 
teen hundred  saved  themselves  in  despite  of  a  fire 
fix)m  the  boats  of  the  allied  fleet  and  from  the  bat-  ^Sf  iii!"' 
teries ;  a  fire  was  mercilessly  continued  after  the  ^^^^^^  ^' 
vessels  had  grounded,  although  the  miserable  crea- 
tures thus  struggling  for  life  and  liberty  had  been 
treated  with  horrible  cruelty,  and  being  all  of 
Dupont's  or  Vedel's  corps  were  prisoners  only  by  a 
dishonourable  breach  of  faith. 

Cadiz  now  presented  a  scene  of  great  disorder. 
The  Regency  had  recalled  Cuesta  to  the  military 
councils,  and  he  immediately  published  an  attack  on 
the  deposed  Central  Junta ;  but  he  was  answered  so 
as  to  convince  the  world,  that  the  course  of  all 
parties  had  been  equally  detrimental  to  the  state. 
Thus  fresh  troubles  were  excited ;  the  English 
general  was  hampered  by  the  perverse  spirit  of 
the  authorities,  and  the  Spanish  troops  were  daily 
getting  more  inefficient  from  neglect.  However  the 
departure  of  Alburquerque  enabled  Blake  to  take 
the  chief  command  in  the  Isla,  his  presence  pro- 
duced some  amelioration  in  the  condition  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  troops,  and  at  his  instance,  the 
Municipal  Junta  consented,  although  reluctantly, 
that  the  British  engineers  should  commence  a 
Tegular  system  of  redoubts  for  the  defence  of  the 
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BOOK    isla.      English    reinforcements    continued    also  to 

— — —  arrive,  and  four  thousand  Spaniards  from  Murcia 
June,  joined  the  garrison,  or  rather  army,  now  within  the 
lines ;  yet  such  was  the  state  of  the  native  troops, 
such  the  difficulty  of  arranging  plans,  that  hitherto 
the  taking  of  Matagorda  had  been  the  only  check 
given  to  the  enemy's  works.  It  was  however  ne- 
cessary to  do  something,  and  after  some  ill-judged 
plans  of  the  Regency  had  been  rejected  by  Gra- 
ham, general  Lacy  embarked  with  three  thousand 

oSJIi^'i  infantry  and  two  hundred  cavalry,  to  aid  the  Ser- 

?JJ^j^^^    ranos  or  peasants  of  the  Ronda. 

**®^"  These  people  had  been  excited  to  arms,  and  their 

operations  successfully  directed  by  captain  Cowley 
and  Mr.  Michel,  two  British  artillery-officers  sent 
from  Gibraltar.  General  Campbell  also  offered  to 
reinforce  Lacy  from  Gibraltar,  if  he  would  attack 
Malaga.  In  that  city  there  were  twenty  thousand 
males  fit  to  carry  arms,  ^hile  tte  French  were  only 
two  thousand,  and  cooped  in  the  citadel,  a  Moorish 
castle  containing  but  twelve  guns  and  dependent 
for  water  on  the  town,  which  was  itself  only  sup- 
plied by  aqueducts  from  without.  This  enterprise 
Lacy  rejected.  He  demanded  instead  that  eight 
hundred  men  should  be  detached  from  Gibraltar  to 
make  a  diversion  to  the  eastward,  while  he  should 
land  at  Algesiras,  and  move  against  the  town  of 
Ronda  ;  this  was  assented  to,  and  the  English  arma- 
ment sailed  under  the  command  of  general  Bowes. 
Lacy  made  good  his  movement  upon  Ronda  the 
18th  of  June ;  but  the  French  had  fortified  it,  and 
were  too  strong  at  that  point,  or  rather  Lacy,  a 
man  of  no  enterprise,  was  afraid  to  act.  And  when 
he  was  joined  by  the  wild  and  fierce  Serranos,  he 
arrested  the  leaders  for  some  offence,  which  so  dis- 
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gusted  their  followers  that  they  disbanded.      The    <^»Jap. 
French  alarmed  by  these  operations,  which  were 


seconded  from  the  side  of  Murcia  by  Blake  and  by  July! 
an  insurrection  at  Baeza,  put  all  their  disposable 
troops  in  motion.  The  insurrection  at  Baeza  was 
then  quickly  crushed  ;  and  general  Rey,  marching 
from  Seville  against  Lacy,  entirely  defeated  and  cut 
him  off  from  Gibraltar,  so  that  he  was  forced  to  re- 
embark  with  a  few  men  at  Estipona,  and  returned 
to  Cadiz  in  July. 

Here  it  is  fitting  to  point  out  the  little  use 
made  of  the  naval  power,  and  the  misapplication  of 
the  military  strength  of  the  allies  in  the  southern 
parts  of  Spain.  The  British,  Portuguese,  and 
Spanish  soldiers  at  Cadiz,  were,  in  round  numbers, 
thirty  thousand  ;  the  British  in  Gibraltar  five  thou- 
sand ;  in  Sicily  sixteen  thousand  ;  forming  a  total 
of  more  than  fifty  thousand  effective  troops,  aided 
by  a  great  navy  and  favourably  placed  for  harassing 
that  iranolense,  and  except  on  the  Valencian  and 
Murcian  coasts,  uninterrupted  line  of  French  opera- 
tions, which  extended  from  the  south  of  Italy  to 
Cadiz :  for  even  from  the  bottom  of  Calabria, 
troops  and  stores  v^ere  brought  to  Spain.  Yet  a 
Neapolitan  rabble  under  Murat  in  Calabria,  and 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  French  around 
Cadiz,  were  allowed  to  paralyze  this  mighty  power ! 

It  is  true  that  vigilance,  temper,  arrangement  and 
favourable  localities,  are  all  required  in  the  com- 
bined operations  of  a  fleet  and  army,  and  soldiers 
disembarking,  also  require  time  to  equip  for  service. 
But  Minorca  offered  a  central  station  and  a  place 
of  arms  for  the  troops,  a  spacious  port  for  the  fleet ; 
the  coast  of  Catalonia  and  Valencia  is  pacific  and 
safe,  seldom  or  never  does  a  gale  blow  home  on 
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BOOK  shore  ;  the  operations  would  always  have  been  short 
— — —  and  independent  of  the  Spanish  authorities  :  and 
July'  lord  CoUingwood  was  fitted  by  talents,  discretion, 
zeal,  experience,  and  accurate  knowledge  of  those 
coasts,  successfully  to  direct  such  a  floating  arma- 
ment. What  coast-siege  undertaken  by  the  seventh 
or  third  corps,  could  have  been  successfully  prose- 
cuted, if  the  garrison  had  been  suddenly  augmented 
with  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  men  from  the  ocean  ? 
After  one  or  two  successful  descents,  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  a  ship  of  war  would  have  checked  the 
operations  of  a  siege  and  obliged  the  enemy  to 
concentrate :  whereas  the  slight  expeditions  of  this 
period  were  generally  disconcerted  by  the  presence 
of  a  few  French  companies, 

In  July,  the  British  force  in  Cadiz  was  increased 
to  eight  thousand  five  hundred  men,  and  Sir  Richard 
Keats  arrived  to  take  the  command  of  the  fleet. 
The  enemy,  intent  upon  completing  his  lines  and 
constructing  flotillas  at  Chiclana,  Santa  Maria,  and 
San  Lucar  de  Barameda,  made  no  attacks ;  and  his 
works  have  been  much  censured,  as  ostentatiously 
extended  and  leading  to  nothing.  This  is  however 
a  rash  criticism.  The  Chiclana  camp  was  necessary 
to  blockade  the  Isla,  and  as  the  true  point  for  offen- 
sive operations  was  at  the  Troccadero,  the  lines  of 
Puerto  Real  and  Santa  Maria  were  necessary  to 
protect  that  position,  to  harass  the  fleet,  to  deprive 
the  citizens  of  good  water,  which  in  ordinary  times 
was  fetched  from  Puerto  Maria,  finally  to  enable 
the  flotilla  constructed  at  San  Lucar  to  creep 
round  the  coast.  The  chances  from  storms,  as  ex- 
perience proved,  almost  repaid  the  labour ;  and  it 
is  to  be  considered  that  Soult  contemplated  a  seri- 
ous attack  upon  Cadiz,    not  with  a  single  corps 
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generally  weaker  than  the  blockaded  troops,   but  crap. 
when  time  should  ripen,    with  a  powerful  army. 


Events  in  other  parts  of  the  Peninsula  first  impeded     July 
and  finally  frustrated  this  intention,  yet  the  lines 
were  in  this  view  not  unnecessary  or  ostentatious. 

Neither  was  it  a  slight  political  advantage,  that 
the  duke  of  Dalmatia  should  hold  sway  in  Seville 
for  the  usurper's  government,  while  the  National 
Cortes  and  Regency  were  shut  up  in  a  narrow 
comer  of  the  province.  The  preparations  at  Mata- 
gorda constantly  and  seriously  menaced  Cadiz,  and 
a  British  division  was  necessarily  kept  there ;  for 
the  English  generals  were  well  assured,  that  other- 
wise some  fatal  disaster  would  befall  the  Spaniards. 
Now  if  a  single  camp  of  observation  at  Chiclana 
had  constituted  all  the  French  works  no  mischief 
could  have  been  apprehended  ;  and  Graham's  divi- 
sion, consisting  of  excellent  soldiers,  would  have 
been  set  free,  instead  of  being  cooped  up  without  any 
counterbalance  in  the  number  of  French  troops  em- 
ployed to  blockade ;  for  the  latter  aided  indirectly, 
and  at  times  directly  in  securing  the  submission  of 
Andalusia ;  and  if  not  at  Cadiz,  they  must  have 
been  covering  Seville  as  long  as  there  was  an  army 
in  the  Isla. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


BOOK       While  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  proceeded,  Seville 


.was  tranquil.  A  few  thousand  men,  left  by  Mortier 
M^.  when  he  moved  against  Badajos,  sufficed  to  control 
the  city.  From  this  force  also,  eight  hundred 
men  marched  under  general  Remond,  to  attack  the 
viscount  De  Gand,  who  was  still  at  Ayamonte, 
vainly  imploring  a  refuge  in  Portugal.  The  vis- 
count had  four  thousand  men,  but  he  dreaded  an 
engagement,  and  passed  by  Gibraleon  to  the  Sierra 
de  Aroche,  bordering  on  the  Condado  de  Niebla; 
the  French,  instead  of  following  him,  occupied 
Moguer  and  Huelva,  at  the  mouths  of  the  Odiel 
and  Tinto  rivers,  to  cut  off  the  supplies  which 
Cadiz  drew  from  thence.  The  viscount  seized  the 
occasion  to  return  to  Ayamonte  and, embark  his 
troops  for  Cadiz;  but  he  was  soon  replaced  by 
general  Copons,  who  came  with  two  thousand  men 
from  the  Isla,  to  gather  provisions  on  the  lower 
Guadiana  and  in  the  Tinto  and  Odiel  districts. 

On  the  other  side  of  Seville,  Sebastiani  had  an 
uneasy  task.  The  vicinity  of  Gibraltar  and  of  the 
Murcian  army,  the  continued  descents  on  the 
coast,  and  the  fierceness  of  the  Moorish  blood, 
rendered  Grenada  the  most  disturbed  portion  of 
Andalusia,  and  a  great  part  of  that  fine  province, 
visited  by  the  horrors  of  insurrectional  war,  was 
ravaged  and  laid  waste. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  Andalusia,  about  Jaen 
and  Cordoba,  Dessolles  had  reduced  the  struggle  to 
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a  trifliDg  Guerilla  warfare  ;  but  in  La  Mancha,  the   c^j^- 
Partidas  were  become  so  numerous,   and  the  war 


SO  onerousy  that  one  of  Josephs   mmisters  des-   March, 
cribed  that  province  as  peopled  with  beggars  and 
brigands. 

It  remains  to  speak  of  Estremadura,  which  was 
become  the  scene  of  various  complicated  move- 
ments and  combats,  producing  no  great  results 
indeed,  but  important  as  being  connected  with  and 
bearing  on  the  defence  of  Portugal. 

The  Spanish  and  Portuguese  line  of  frontier, 
south  of  the  Tagus,  may  be  divided  into  three 
parts.  1^.  From  the  Tagus  to  Badajos,  on  the 
Guadiana.  2^.  From  Badajos  to  the  Morena. 
3o.  From  the  Morena  to  the  sea.  Each  of  these 
divisions  is  about  sixty  miles.  Along  the  first, 
two-thirds  of  which  is  mountainous  and  one-third 
undulating  plains  and  thick  woods,  a  double  chain 
of  fortresses  guard  the  respective  frontiers.  Alcan- 
tara, ValeuQia  de  Alcantara,  Alburquerque,  and 
Badajos  are  the  Spanish ;  Montalvao,  Castello  de 
Vide,  Marvao,  Aronches,  Campo  Mayor,  and  Elvas, 
the  principal  Portuguese  places.  The  three  first, 
on  either  side,  are  in  the  mountains,  the  others  in 
the  open  country,  which  spreads  from  the  Gua- 
diana to  Portalegre,  a  central  point  from  whence 
roads  lead  to  all  the  above-named  fortresses. 

From  Badajos  to  the  Morena  forming  the  second 
division  the  country  is  entirely  rugged  and  the 
chain  of  fortresses  continued ;  on  the  Portuguese 
side,  by  Juramenha,  Mourao  and  Moura ;  on  the 
Spanish  side  by  Olivenza  (formerly  Portuguese), 
Xeres  de  los  Cavalleros,  and  Aroche. 

From  the  Morena  to  the  sea,  the  lower  Guadiana 
separates  the  two  kingdoms.      The  Spanish  side, 
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*^^  extremely  rugged,  presented  the  fortresses  of  San 
1610  ^^^^^  ^^  Guadiana,  Lepe,  and  Ayamonte.  The 
Feb.  Portuguese  frontier  furnished  Serpa,  Mertola,  Al- 
contin,  and  Castro  Marin.  The  greater  number  of 
these  places  were  dismantled,  but  the  walls  of  all 
were  standing,  some  in  good  repair,  and  those  of 
Portugal  for  the  most  part  garrisoned  by  militia 
and  ordenaqza. 

When  Mortier  attempted  Bajados,  on  the  I2th 
Mr.stoart's  ^^  February,  Romana  was  near  Truxillo,  and  the 
dencT/^**"  place  was  so  ill  provided  that  a  fortnight  s  blockade 
^^^-  would  have  reduced  it;  but  the  French  general, 
who  had  only  brought  up  eight  thousand  infantry 
and  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  could  not  invest  it  in  face 
of  the  troops  assembling  in  the  vicinity  and  there- 
fore retired  to  Zafra,  leaving  his  horsemen  near 
Olivenza.  In  this  position  he  remained  until  the 
19th  of  February,  when  his  cavalry  was  surprised 
at  Valverde  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  commander 
Beauregard  slain.  Romana  then  returned  to  Ba- 
dajos,  and  Mortier,  leaving  some  troops  in  Zafra, 
marched  to  Merida  to  connect  himself  with  the 
second  corps,  which  had  arrived  at  Montijo  on  the 
right  of  the  Guadiana.  This  corps,  commanded 
by  general  Mermet,  had  occupied  the  valley  of  the 
Tagus  in  its  whole  length  during  the  invasion  of 
Andalusia,  communicating  with  the  sixth  corps  by 
the  pass  of  Banos,  and  forming  the  link  between 
Mortier  and  Kellerman.  The  latter  during  the 
first  part  of  January  was  at  Bejar  and  Miranda  de 
Castanar  watching  Del  Parque,  but  when  the 
British  arrived  on  the  Mondego,  he  withdrew  to 
Salamanca.  Del  Parque  then  leaving  Martin 
Carrera  with  a  weak  division  in  the  Sierra  de 
Gata,  marched  with  thirteen  thousand  men  through 
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the  pass  of  Perales,  crossed  the  Tagus  at  Barca  de  ^^^^• 
Alconete  on  the  10th  of  February,  and  on  the  12th, 


the  day  Mortier  summoned  Badajos,  was  m  position     Feb. 
with  his  right  at  Alburquerque  and  his  left  on  the 
Guadiana. 

When  Mermet,  whose  advanced  guard  was  at 
Placentia,  knew  of  this  movement,  he  first  detached 
three  thousand  men  across  the  Tagus,  by  Seradillo, 
to  observe  Del  Parque,  and  soon  afterwards  Soult's 
brother,  coming  with  four  thousand  men  from  Tala- 
xera,  crossed  the  bridge  of  Arzobispo,  marched  by 
Caceres,  surprised  some  Spanish  troops  at  Villa  del 
Rey,  and  reaching  Montijo  pushed  patrols  close  to 
Badajos.  The  remainder  of  the  second  corps  ar* 
rived  at  Caceres  by  degrees,  general  Reynier  took 
the  command,  and  was  joined  by  Mortier,  who 
immediately  commenced  defensive  works  at  Merida, 
and  prepared  gabions  and  fascines  as  if  to  besiege 
Badajos. 

These  demonstrations  attracted  the  notice  of  ge- 
neral Hill,  who  advanced  with  ten  thousand  men 
from  Abrantes  to  Portalegre ;  and  then,  Romana, 
finding  himself  by  the  junction  of  the  duke  Del 
Parque's  army  at  the  head  of  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  resolved  to  act  against  the  communications  of 
the  French.  His  first  division,  commanded  by 
Charles  O'Donnel,  brother  to  the  Catalan  general, 
occupied  Alburquerque.  The  second,  under  Men- 
dizabel,  was  posted  near  Castello  de  Vide.  The 
third,  consisting  of  five  thousand  Asturians  under 
Ballesteros  was  sent  to  Olivenza.  The  fourth  re- 
mained at  Badajos.  The  fifth,  under  Contreras, 
was  detached  to  Monasterio,  with  orders  to  inter- 
rupt Mortier's  communication  with  Seville. 

Contreras  reached  Xeres  de  los  Cavalleros  the 
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^^"^    1st  of  March»  bat  a  detachment  from  Zafra  soon 
drove  him  thence,  and  Romana  retired  to  Campo 


March.  Mayor  with  three  divisions,  leaving  Ballesteros 
with  the  fourth  at  Olivenza.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mortier,  uneasy  about  Contreras'  movements,  re- 
paired to  Zafra,  but  left  the  second  corps  at  Me- 
rida.  The  10th,  Romana  again  advanced  towards 
Alburquerque,  and  pushed  a  detachment  beyond 
the  Salor  river,  where  it  was  surprised  by  general 
Foy.  O'Donnel  endeavoured  to  surprise  Foy  in 
return,  but  the  latter  fought  his  way  through  the 
Puerto  de  Trasquillon,  and  the  Spaniards  then  occu- 
pied Caceres.  At  this  period  however  the  insurrec- 
tion in  Grenada,  the  movements  of  the  Murciaa 
army,  and  the  general  excitement  in  Valencia  caused 
by  Suchet's  retreat,  made  Joseph  order  Mortier  to 
return  to  Andalusia.  The  marshal  therefore  des- 
troyed the  works  of  Merida  on  the  19th  and 
marched  for  Seville,  leaving  general  Gazan's  divi- 
sion at  Monasterio  to  form  a  connecting  post  with 
Reynier.  The  latter  had  meanwhile  sent  his  stores 
to  Truxillo,  and  taking  the  field  drove  the  Spaniards 
out  of  Caceres,  but  instead  of  following  them  over 
the  Salor,  he  took  post  at  Torremocha  and  O'Donnel 
returned  to  Caceres. 

There  are  two  routes  leading  from  Merida  and 
Badajos  to  Seville :  1®.  The  Royal  Causeway, 
which  passes  the  Morena  by  Zafra,  Los  Santos, 
Monasterio,  and  Ronquillo.  2"*.  A  shorter  but 
more  difficult  road  which  running  westward  of 
the  causeway,  passes  the  mountains  by  Xeres  de 
los  Cavalleros,  Fregenal,  and  Aracena.  These 
parallel  routes  have  no  cross  communications  in 
the  Morena ;  but  on  the  Estremaduran  side  a  road 
runs  from  Xeres  de  los  Cavalleros  to   Zafra;  and 
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on  the  Andalusian  side  there  is  one  from  Aracena  ^^^J' 


toRonquillo.  ^^^^ 

When  Mortier  retired,  Ballesteros,  designing  to  March, 
surprise  Grazan,  marched  from  Olivenza  to  Xeres  de 
los  Cavalleros ;  there  he  was  joined  by  Contreras 
and  their  united  corps,  ten  thousand  strong,  gained 
the  royal  road  of  Zafra,  and  fell  on  the  French  ge- 
neral in  the  evening  of  the  29th.  The  action  was 
undecided,  but  being  renewed  the  next  morning  the 
Spaniards  had  the  worst.  Contreras  then  retired 
to  the  mountains  above  Ronquillo ;  but  Ballesteros, 
marching  by  Aracena  reached  Huerva  within  a 
few  leagues  of  Seville.  General  Girard,  who  com- 
manded in  that  city,  drove  him  back  to  Aracena ; 
yet  he  returned  again  by  the  Condado  de  Niebia, 
and  finally  established  himself  at  Zalamea  de  Real 
on  the  Tinto. 

Meantime,  Romana  detached  troops  to  seize 
Merida  and  cut  Reynier's  communication  with 
Gazan,  but  the  former  general  coming  with  eight 
thousand  men  from  Torremocha,  passed  through  to 
Medellin  before  the  Spaniards  arrived.  His  design 
was  to  take  Contreras,  who  was  still  at  Ronquillo,  in 
rear,  while  Gazan  attacked  him  in  front ;  and  this 
would  have  happened  if  O'Donnel,  advancing  from 
Caceres,  had  not  menaced  Merida  and  so  drew 
Reynier  back.  Nevertheless  Contreras  was  attacked 
by  Gazan  at  Pedroche,  and  so  completely  defeated 
that  he  regained  Zafra  in  the  night  of  the  14th 
with  only  two  thousand  men  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  Ballesteros,  assailed  by  a  detachment  from 
Seville,  was  driven  from  the  Tinto  back  to  Aracena, 
Reynier,  freed  by  the  defeat  of  Contreras,  then 
marched  to  Montijo,  and  O'Donnel  retired  from 
Caceres;  yet  his  rear  guard  was  defeated  at  La 
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BOOK    Rocca  the  2l8t ;  and  he  would  have  been  lost  if 
Mendizabel,  and  Hiil  also,  had  not  come  to  his  aid, 


April,    whereupon  Reynier,  declining  a  general  action,  re- 
tired to  Merida. 

While  these  events  were  passing  in  Estremadura, 
the  insurrection  in  the  Alpuxaras  was  quelled  by 
Sebastiani,  the  Valencians  remained  inactive, 
Joseph  returned  to  Madrid,  leaving  Soult  to  go- 
vern Andalusia,  and  Mortier  then  marched  back 
to  Estremadura.  Contreras  had  now  been  super- 
seded by  Imas,  who  immediately  reoccupied  Ron- 
quillo  on  the  French  marshal's  rear;  Ballesteros 
took  post  at  Aroche  on  his  flank ;  Hill  returned  to 
Portalegre,  and  Romana  encamped  with  twelve 
thousand  men  near  Badajos.  But  there  were  strong 
factions  in  that  place,  a  Spanish  plot  to  assassinate 
MrStuart's  ^™  ^^  discovcrcd,  and  yet  the  villain  who  was  to 
de^cT**"  have  executed  the  atrocious  deed  escaped.  These 
^^^'  things  rendered  the  Spaniards  weak,  and  not- 
withstanding Romana's  presence,  Reynier  and  the 
younger  Soult,  passed  the  Guadiana  below  Ba- 
dajos with  only  four  hundred  cavalry,  and  closely 
examined  the  works  of  that  fortress  in  despite  of 
the  whole  Spanish  army.  At  the  same  time 
Mortier's  advanced  guards  again  arrived  on  the 
Guadiana,  and  a  reinforcement  of  four  thousand 
men  joined  the  second  corps  from  Toledo. 

The  want  of  provisions  would  not  permit  the 
French  to  remain  concentrated,  and  Mortier  soon 
returned  to  the  Morena  to  watch  Imas,  but  in  May,  a 
French  detachment  again  came  close  up  to  Badajos, 
and  then  taking  the  road  to  Olivenza  would  have 
cut  off  Ballesteros,  if  Hill  had  not  by  a  sudden 
march  to  Elvas  arrested  the  movement.  Ballesteros, 
ignorant  of  his  danger,  once   more   menaced  Se- 
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ville,  but  was  again  driven  back  upon  Arocbe  with   ^^^^* 

a  loss  of  three   hundred   men.      To   check  these 

frequent  incursions,  the  French  threatened  the  May. 
frontier  of  Portugal,  by  the  Lower  Guadiana; 
sometimes  appearing  at  Gibraleon  and  Villa 
Blanca,  sometimes  towards  Serpa,  the  possession 
of  which  would  have  lamed  Ballesteros'  move- 
ments. Yet  the  advantages  were  still  chequered. 
A  Portuguese  flotilla  intercepted  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Guadiana,  a  convoy  of  provisions  going  to  the 
firat  corps ;  and  O'Donnel  endeavouring  during 
Reynier's  absence  to  surprise  Truxillo,  failed  and 
regained  Alburquerque  with  difficulty. 

It  would  be  perplexing  to  trace  in  detail  all  the 
movements  on  the  line  from  Badajos  to  Ayamonte ; 
yet  two  circumstances  there  were  of  sufficient  his- 
torical importance  to  demand  notice.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  July,  Lacy  being  in  the  Sierra  de 
Ronda,  Ballesteros  near  Aroche,  and  Copons  in  the 
Condado  Neibla,  the  French  marched  against  the 
first,  leaving  Seville  garrisoned  solely  by  Spaniards 
in  Joseph's  service ;  and  while  this  example  was 
furnished  by  the  enemy,  the  Portuguese  and  Spa- 
nish troops  on  the  frontier,  complaining,  the  one  of 
inhospitality  the  other  of  robbery  and  violence, 
would  but  for  the  mediation  of  the  British  autho- 
rities have  commenced  a  regular  war,  and  this 
mutual  jealousy  and  hatred  was  extended  to  the 
governments  on  both  sides. 

Hitherto  Hill  had  not  meddled  in  the  Spanish 
operations,  save  when  Romana  was  hardly  pressed  ; 
for  though  the  latter's  demands  for  aid  were  con- 
tinual, most  of  his  projects  were  ill  judged  and 
contrary  to  lord  Wellington's  advice.  But  more 
important  affairs  were  now  at  hand.     On  the  26th 
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BOOK   of  June,   Reynier   passed  the   Guadiana,  foraged 


all  the  country  about  Campo  Mayor,  and  then 
Jane,  tumed  to  Montijo  upon  Merida.  It  was  before 
known  that  he  belonged  to  the  army  assembling  in 
Castile  for  the  invasion  of  Portugal,  and  that  he 
had  collected  mules  and  other  means  of  transport 
in  Estremadura.  The  spies  now  affirmed  that  be 
was  going  to  cross  the  Tagus.  Hill  therefore 
gathered  his  divisions  well  in  hand,  ready  to  move 
as  Reynier  moved,  to  cross  the  Tagus  if  he  crossed 
it,  and  by  parallel  i>perations  to  guard  the  frontier 
of  Beira,  Reynier's  operations  were  however  post- 
poned, and  the  great  combinations  in  which  he  was 
afterwards  involved  belong  to  another  place. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

1°.  Although  apparently  complicated,  the  move- 
ments in  Estremadura  were  simple  in  principle. 
The  valley  of  the  Guadiana,  as  far  as  Badajos,  is 
separated  from  the  valley  of  the  Tagus  by  a  range 
of  heights  connecting  the  Guadalupe  mountains 
with  those  of  Alburquerque.  The  country  between 
those  hills  and  the  Tagus  contained  fertile  valleys, 
with  considerable  towns,  such  as  Valencia  de  Al- 
cantara and  Caceres,  and  to  profit  from  their  re- 
sources was  an  object  to  both  parties.  Reynier, 
whose  base  was  at  Truxillo,  could  easily  make  in- 
cursions, as  far  as  Caceres ;  beyond  that  town, 
the  Salor  presented  a  barrier  behind  which  the 
Spaniards,  supported  by  the  fort  of  Alburquerque, 
could  observe  whether  the  incursion  was  made  in 
force  and  act  accordingly :  hence  O'Donnel's  fre- 
quent advances  and  retreats. 
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2°.  Reynier  could  only  operate  seriously  in  chap- 
unison  with  the  fifth  corps,  and  by  the  valley  of—— — 
the  Guadiana;  Merida,  on  account  of  its  stone 
bridge,  was  the  pivot  of  all  his  movements.  But 
Mortier's  base  was  in  Andalusia,  and  his  front  was 
necessarily  spread  from  Zafra  to  Merida,  both  to 
cover  his  communications  and  to  draw  provisions 
from  the  fertile  district  of  Llerena.  The  road  of 
Xeres  delos  Cavalleros  was  however  always  open  to 
the  Spaniards,  and  the  frequent  advances  of  Balles- 
teros  and  Contreras  on  that  line  were  to  harass 
Mortier's  communications  with  Andalusia.  This 
gives  the  clue.  Romana,  holding  Badajos  and 
being  supported  by  Hill,  opposed  the  enemy  in 
front  with  the  Spanish  centre,  while  his  moveable 
wings  under  O'Donnel,  Contreras,  and  Ballesteros, 
acted  against  the  French  flanks,  each  having  Por- 
tugal to  retire  upon  as  a  place  of  refuge.  This 
general  plan  was  well  considered,  but  Romana's  pro- 
jects were  ordinarily  so  vague  and  injudicious,  that 
lord  Wellington  forbad  Hill  to  assist  him  unless  for 
definite  and  approved  objects.  Hence  the  latter's 
apparent  inactivity. 

3®.  To  stop  Romana's  movements,  Mortier  had 
only  to  unite  the  2d  and  5th  corps  and  give  battle, 
or,  if  that  was  refused,  to  besiege  Badajos,  which, 
from  its  influemre,  situation,  and  the  advantage  of 
its  stone  bridge,  was  the  key  to  the  Alemtejb.  This  ^PPy^gj^*: 
he  ardently  desired,  yet  Soult  would  not  permit  **<>"  *• 
him  to  undertake  any  decisive  operation  while  An- 
dalusia was  exposed  to  sudden  insurrections,  and 
descents  from  Cadiz ;  and  to  say  that  either  marshal 
was  wrong  would  be  rash,  because  two  great  in- 
terests clashed.  Mortier  and  Reynier  united  could 
have  furnished  twenty  thousand  infantry,  fifty  guns, 
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BOOK  and  more  than  three  thousand  cavalry,  all  excellent 

troops.     Romana,  after  garrisoning  Badajos  OH- 

venza  and  Alburquerque,  cduid  not  bring  more 
than  fifteen  thousand  men  into  line,  and  must  have 
joined  Hill.  But  with  A  mixed  force  and  divided 
command,  the  latter  could  not  have  ventured  a 
battle  in  the  plain  country  beyond  Portalegre.  A 
defeat  would  have  opened  Lisbon  to  the  victor 
unless  lord  Wellington  detached  largely  from  the 
north ;  the  king  and  Soult  would  then  have  rein- 
forced Mortier,  and  the  ultimate  consequences  are 
not  to  be  assumed. 

On  the  other  hand,  Soult,  judging  that  ere  fur- 
ther conquests  were  attempted,  &e  great  province 
of  Andalusia  should  be  rendered  a  strong  hold  and 
independent  of  extraneous  events,  bent  all  his  at- 
tention to  that  object.  His  exact  and  economical 
arrangements  provided  for  the  current  consumption 
of  his  troops,  and  he  formed  vast  reserve  magazines 
without  overwhelming  the  people ;  and  the  native 
municipal  authorities,  recognized  and  supported  in 
matters  of  police  and  supply,  acted  zealously ;  yet 
without  any  imputation  upon  their  patriotism ;  for 
those  who  see  and  feel  the  miseries  flowing  from 
disorderly  and  wasting  armies  may  honestly  assist 
a  general  desirous  to  preserve  regularity.  All  this 
was  not  the  work  of  a  day,  and  meanwhile,  the 
marshals  under  Soult's  orders,  being  employed  only 
in  a  military  capacity,  desired  the  entire  controul 
of  their  own  corps,  and  to  be  engaged  in  great 
field  operations  because  thus  only  could  they  be 
distinguished.  But  the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  while 
contributing  to  the  final  subjugation  of  Spain  by 
concentrating  the  elements  of  permanent  strength 
in  Andalusia,  was  well  assured,  that  in  fixing  a 
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solid  foundation  for  future  military  operations  he  ^hap. 
should  also  obtain  reputation   as  an  able  ad  mi-  -       — 
nistrator  and  pacificator  of  a  conquered  country. 

4^  Soah's  views  clashed  with  the  wishes  of  the 
king,  whose  poverty  forced  him  to  grasp  at  all  the 
revenues  of  Andalusia,  and  who  having  led  the  army 
in  person  across  the  Morena,  claimed  both  as  mo- 
narch and  conqueror.  Hie  who  wields  the  sword 
will  always  be  first  served.  Guided  by  Napoleon's 
orders,  the  duke  of  Dalmatia  resisted  Joseph's  de* 
mands,  and  thus  excited  that  monarch's  anger  and 
jealousy  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  Yet  he  never 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  emperor,  and  hii  province, 
reference  being  had  to  the  nature  of  the  war,  was 
admirably  well  governed.  The  peojde  were  gra- 
dually tranquillized,  the  military  resources  of  the 
country  drawn  forth,  considerable  bodies  of  native 
tro<^  were  raised,  and  successfully  employed  to 
repress  the  efforts  of  the  Partisan  chiefs.  The 
arsenal  of  construction  at  Seville  was  put  into  full 
activity,  the  mines  of  lead  at  Linares  were  Worked, 
the  copper  of  the  river  Tinto  gathered  for  the 
supply  of  the  founderies,  and  every  provision  for 
the  use  of  a  large  army  collected.  Privateers  were 
fitted  out,  commerce  was  commenced  with  neutral 
nations  in  the  ports  of  Grenada ;  and  a  secret  but 
considerable  traffic,  carried  on  with  Lisbon  itself, 
demonstrated  the  administrative  talents  of  Soult. 
Andalusia  soon  became  the  most  powerful  esta- 
blishment of  the  French  in  Spain. 

5°.  Both  marshals  appear  to  have  entertained 
sound  views,  and  the  advantages  of  each  plan 
being  considered  leads  to  the  reflection  that  they 
might  have  been  reconciled.  A  reinforcement  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men  in  Estremadura  during 

o2 
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*x?*  the  months  of  June  and  July,  would  have  left 
-  scarcely  a  shadow  of  defence  for  Portugal ;  and  it 
would  seem  that  Napoleon  had  an  eye  to  this,  as 
we  find  him  directing  Suchet,  in  the  latter  month, 
to  co-operate  with  fifteen  thousand  men  in  Mas- 
sena's  invasion  whenever  Tortoza  should  fall.  The 
application  of  this  reasoning  will  however  be  better 
understood  as  the  narrative  advances ;  and  whether 
Napoleon's  recent  marriage  with  the  Austrian 
princess  drew  him  away  from  business,  or  that 
absorbed  by  the  other  many  and  great  interests  of 
his  empire  he  neglected  Spanish  affairs ;  or  whether 
deceived  by  exaggerated  accounts  of  successes  be 
thought  the  necessity  for  more  troops  less  than 
it  really  was,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 
Neither  can  I  find  any  good  reason  why  the  king, 
whose  army  was  increased  to  twenty  thousand  men 
before  the  end  of  June,  made  no  movement  to 
favour  the  attack  on  Portugal.  It  is  however 
scarcely  necessary  to  seek  any  other  cause  than  the 
inevitable  errors  which  mar  all  great  military  com- 
binations not  directed  by  a  single  head. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

The  operations  south  of  the  Tagus  having  been   ^^fjf- 
now  described,  those  which  occurred  north  of  that  """J^J^T" 
river  shall   also  be  traced ;    for  previous  to  the  '»»*»*^- 
invasion  of  Portugal,  the  French,  stretching  in  one 
great  line  across  the  Peninsula  from  Cadiz  to  Gihon, 
eagerly  discussed    the   remnants  of   the  Spanish 
annies. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  duke  Del  Parque 
left  Martin  Carrera  in  the  Gata  mountains,  to  inter- 
nipt  the  communication  between  the  Salamanca 
country  and  the  valley  of  the  Tagus.  Julian 
Sanchez  also,  issuing  from  time  to  time  out  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  cut  off  the  French  foragers  in  the 
open  country  between  the  Agueda  and  the  Douro ; 
and  beyond  the  Douro,  the  Gallician  army  under 
Garcia,  in  number  about  ten  thousand,  occupied 
Puebla  de  Senabria,  Puente  Ferrada,  Villa  Franca, 
and  Astorga,  menacing  the  right  flank  and  rear  of 
the  sixth  corps.  Mahy  was  organising  a  second 
army  at  Lugo,  and  in  the  Asturias,  the  captain- 
general  D'Arco  commanded  seven  thousand  men, 
three  thousand  of  which  were  posted  at  Cornellana, 
under  general  Ponte.  Thus  an  irregular  line  of 
defence  six  hundred  miles  long  was  offered  to  the 
invaders,  but  without  depth  or  substance  save  at 
Badajos  and  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  behind  which  the 
British  and  Portuguese  troops  were  lying. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  who  held  the  in- 
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^x?*  terior  line,  kept  their  masses  only  on  the  principal 
—  routes,  communicating  by  moveable  columns  :  thus 
February,  they  mcnaced  all  the  important  points  without 
scattering  their  forces.  The  influx  of  fresh  troops 
from  France  continually  added  to  their  solidity, 
especially  in  Old  Oastile,  where  Ney  having  re- 
sumed the  command  was  supported  by  Kellerman 
with  the  forces  of  his  government,  and  by  the  eighth 
corps  under  the  duke  of  Abrantes. 

The  invasion  of  Andalusia  had  been  the  signal 
for  a  general  movement  of  all  the  French  in  Spain. 
While  Victor  and  Mortier  menaced  Cadiz  and 
Badajos,  Ney  summoned  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and 
Bonet  entering  the  Asturias  threatened  Gallicia  by 
the  Concija  d'Ibas«  At  the  same  time,  Loison 
occupied  Leon  and  Medina  del  Campo  with  eight 
thousand  men  newly  arrived  from  France,  and  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  eighth  corps  passed  Valla- 
dolid.  Loison  gave  out  that  he  would  invade 
Gallicia  by  Puebla  de  Senabria,  and  on  the  16th 
of  February  his  cavalry  cut  to  pieces  five  hundred 
Spanish  troops  at  Alcanizas,  but  he  finally  marched 
against  Astorga,  while  Bonet  destroyed  Ponte's  force 
at  Potes  de  Sierra,  and  menaced  (jallicia  by  the  pass 
of  Nava  de  Suama.  These  movements  alarmed  the 
Spaniards.  Garcia,  threatened  at  once  by  Bonet 
and  by  Loison,  and  fearing  equally  for  Astorga  and 
Lugo,  threw  two-thirds  of  his  army  into  the  former 
and  carried  the  remainder  to  Villa  Franca  to  sup- 
port M  ahi. 

Ney  however  made  only  a  feint  of  escalading 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  Loison,  although  supported 
by  some  of  Kellerman's  troops  who  advanced  to 
Puente  Orbijo,  was  repulsed  from  Astorga.  Junot 
then  concentrated  the  eighth  corps  at  Benevente, 
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intending  to  besiege  Astorga  in  form,  but  he  was  chap. 
suddenly  called  towards  Madrid  lest  disorders  should    ^^^^ 
arise  in  the  capital  during  the  king's  absence,  Mahi  Fcbmaiy. 
aod  Garcia  being  apprised  of  this,    immediately 
brought  up  the  new  levies  to  the  edge  of  the  moun* 
tains,  thinking  to  relieve  the  Asturians  by  threaten- 
ing an  irruption  into  the  plains  of  Leon;  but  as 
Loison  still  remained  at  Benevente  they  were  unable 
to  effect  their  object,  and  after  drawing  off  five 
thousand  men  from  Astorga  retired  to  Villa  Franca. 

Bonet  did  not  pass  Nava  de  Suarna,  general 
Arco  rallied  the  Asturian  fugitives  at  Louarca,  and 
Garcia,  leaving  Mahi  to  command  in  Gallicia, 
marched  with  the  remnant  of  the  old  army  of  the 
left  to  join  Eomana  at  Badajos.  Meanwhile  Keller- 
man  advanced  to  Alba  de  Tormes,  and  detachments 
from  his  and  Ney's  force  repeatedly  chased  Carrera 
from  the  Gata  and  Bejar  mountains,  driving  him 
sometimes  over  the  Alagon  sometimes  into  Por- 
tugal It  is  however  unnecessary  to  trace  all  these 
movements,  because  the  French,  while  preparing 
for  greater  operations,  were  continually  spreading 
false  reports  and  making  demonstrations  in  various 
directions  to  mislead  the  allies  and  to  cover  their 
own  projects. 

Those  projects  were  at  first  obscure.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  the  invasion  of  Portugal  by  the  northern 
line  was  not  finally  arranged  until  a  later  period ; 
yet  it  seems  probable,  that  while  Bonet  drew  the 
attention  of  the  Grallician  army  towards  Lugo,  the 
duke  of  Abrantes  designed  to  penetrate  by  Puebla 
Senabria,  not  as  Loison  announced,  for  the  inva- 
sion of  Gallicia,  but  to  turn  the  Tras  os  Montes 
and  descend  by  the  route  of  Chaves  upon  Opor- 
to, while   Ney,   calling  the   second   corps  to  the 
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^^^  aid  of  the  sixth,  should  invest  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 
■  —  But  whatever  designs  might  have  been  contem- 
Haicb.  plated  they  were  frustrated,  partly  by  the  insur- 
rection in  Grenada  and  the  failure  of  Suchet 
against  Valencia,  partly  by  disunion  amongst  the 
generals ;  for  here  also  Ney  and  Junot  complained 
reciprocally ;  and  every  where  it  was  plainly  seen 
that  the  French  corps  d'armee,  however  formidable 
in  themselves,  would  not  in  the  absence  of  Napo- 
leon act  cordially  in  the  general  system. 

When  the  commotions  in  the  south  subsided 
Junot  returned  to  Old  Castile ;  Loison  then  joined 
the  sixth  corps  on  the  Tonnes,  Kellerman  retired 
to  Valkdolid,  and  his  detachments  placed  on  the 
Douro  maintained  the  communications  between  Ney 
and  Junot.  The  latter,  having  drawn  a  reinforce- 
ment from  Bonet,  invested  Astorga  with  ten  thou- 
sand infantry,  two  thousand  cavalry,  eighteeji  field- 
guns,  six  twenty-four  pounders  and  two  mortars ; 
meanwhile  his  covering  divisions  took  post  at  Puente 
Ferrada  and  Puebla  de  Senabria,  to  watch  that  line 
and  observe  Benevente  and  the  Mombuey  road. 
Mahi  immediately  concentrated  the  Gallician  army 
at  Villa  Franca  and  Fonceabadon,  and  detached 
fifteen  hundred  men,  under  Echevarria,  to  Mom- 
buey and  Puebla,  to  harass  the  flank  and  rear  of 
Irt'i  Cor-  ^^^  investing  army.  The  Gallician  authorities  had 
3^**-  frequently  assured  lord  Wellington  that  Mahi  had 
**^^*  twenty  thousand  well  organized  troops;  it  now 
appeared  that  only  eight  thousand  were  in  the  field, 
and  those  ill  provided  and  prone  to  desertion. 

SIEGE    OF    ASTORGA. 

Santocildes  who  commanded  in  this  place  was 
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an  officer  of  courage,  and  hia  garrison  consisted  of  ^yfj^' 
two  thousand  five  hundred   infantry  besides  can-  "  ^g,^  " 
noneers  and  armed  peasantry.     The  Moorish  ram-   ^»~'*' 
parts  had  been  strengthened  by  fresh  works,  but 
there  was  little  ammunition,  scarcely  twenty  days' 
rations,  and  nothing  outside  the  walls  capable  of 
seriously  disturbing  the  enemy.     The  town  stood  in 
an  open  plain  and  had  three  suburbs ;  Puerto  de 
Hierro  to  the  north,  St.  Andreas  to  the  east,  Retebia 
to  the  west.     On  the  two  last  Junot  made  false 
attacks,  but  conducted  his  real  approaches  against 
the  front  between  Puerto  de  Hierro  and  Retebia. 

The  place  was  invested  the  22d,  and  before  the 
end  of  the  month  the  Puerto  de  Hierro  was  carried 
by  storm,  two  sallies  were  repulsed,  and  the  trenches 
opened.  A  breach  was  then  commenced,  but  the 
battering-guns  soon  became  unserviceable,  and  thel 
line  of  approach  was  flanked  by  the  houses  of  Re- 
tebia which  were  filled  with  Spanish  infentry. 
However  the  town  suffered  from  shells,  the  wall 
was  broken  on  the  20th  of  April,  and  the  assault 
was  ordered.  A  previous  attack  on  Retebia  had 
failed,  yet  Santocildes  was  so  distressed  for  ammu- 
nition that  he  oflfered  to  capitulate.  Junot  refused 
the  terms  demanded,  and  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  21st,  some  picked  troops  run  up  to 
the  breach;  but  it  was  well  retrenched,  stockaded 
and  defended  with  great  obstinacy,  while  the  flank 
fire  from  Retebia  stopped  the  supporting  columns. 
The  storming-party,  thus  abandoned  to  its  own 
exertions,  was  held  at  bay  on  the  summit  of  the 
breach  ;  and  being  plied  on  both  flanks  and  in  front, 
with  shot  from  the  houses  of  the  town,  and  in  rear 
by  the  musketry  from  Retebia,  it  would  have  been 
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BOOK   totally  destroyed  but  for  the  scarcity  of  ammunitioD, 
which  paralyzed  the  Spanish  defence.     Three  hun- 


Aprii'.  dred  French  are  said  to  have  fallen  on  the  breach 
itself;  yet  the  remainder  finally  effected  a  lodge- 
ment in  the  ruins,  and  during  the  night,  a  second 
attack  on  the  Retebia  proving  successful,  a  commu- 
nication was  opened  from  the  parallels  to  the  lodge- 
ment :  strong  working-parties  were  then  sent  for- 
ward and  they  cut  through  the  stockade  into  the 
town,  whereupon  the  governor  surrendered. 

Mahi,  who  had  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the 
mountains  as  if  he  would  have  succoured  the  place, 
hearing  of  this  event,  retired  to  Bembibre,  where 
his  rear  was  overtaken  and  defeated  by  general 
Clausel  on  the  24th.  He  then  fell  back  to  Lugo 
and  recalled  his  detachment  from  Mombuey ;  but 
the  French  from  Benevente  overtook  and  defeated 
it  at  Castro  Contrijo.  Meanwhile  Junot,  having 
placed  garrisons  in  Astorga  and  Leon,  restored  Bonet 
his  division,  and  that  general,  who  had  retired  to 
Santander  during  the  siege,  re-occupied  Oviedo  and 
Gihon,  defeated  the  Asturians,  and  once  more 
menaced  Gallicia  by  the  roads  of  Goncija  and 
Sales  :  several  slight  actions  ensued  but  the  French 
penetrated  no  farther,  and  the  Junta  of  Grallicia 
reinforced  the  Asturians  with  three  thousand  men* 

During  the  siege  of  Astorga,  the  sixth  corps  was 
concentrated  at  Salamanca,  and  a  strong  detach- 
ment of  Kellerman  s  troops  seized  the  pass  of  Bancs. 
This  alarmed  Martin  Carrera,  he  quitted  the  hills 
and  joined  the  English  light  division  near  Almeida. 
In  fine,  the  great  operations  were  commencing,  and 
the  line  of  communication  with  France  was  encum- 
bered with  the  advancing  reinforcements.    A  large 
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battering-train,   collected    from   Segovia,   Burgos,  chap. 
and  Pampeluna,   had  arrived  at  Salamanca,  and 


general  La  Martiniere  reached  Valladolid  with  a  M»y. 
reinforcement  of  ten  thousand  men  for  the  eightl^ 
corps.  General  Drouet  passed  the  Pyrenees  with 
a  ninth  corps,  composed  of  the  fourth  battalions  of 
regiments  already  in  Spain  ;  and  he  was  followed 
by  seventeen  thousand  of  the  imperial  guards,  whose 
presence  gave  force  to  the  current  rumour  that  the 
emperor  himself  was  coming  to  take  the  chief 
command.  Fortunately  for  the  allies,  this  rumour, 
although  rife  amongst  all  parties,  and  credited  both 
by  Joseph's  ministers  and  the  French  ambassador 
at  Madrid,  was  not  borne  out  by  the  event,  and  a 
leader  for  the  projected  operations  was  still  to  be 
named.  I  have  been  informed,  that  marshal  Ney 
resumed  the  command  of  the  sixth  corps  under  the 
impression  that  he  was  to  conduct  the  enterprise 
against  Portugal,  but  the  intrigues  of  marshal 
Berthier,  to  whom  he  was  obnoxious,  frustrated  his 
hopes ;  that  Napoleon,  fatigued  with  the  disputes 
of  his  lieutenants,  had  really  resolved  to  repair  in 
person  to  the  Peninsula,  but  his  marriage  and  some 
important  political  affairs  diverted  him  from  that 
object ;  finally  that  Massena  prince  of  Esling  was 
chosen  to  supply  the  emperor's  place,  partly  for  his 
great  name  in  arms,  partly  that  he  was  of  higher 
rank  than  the  other  marshals  and  a  stranger  to  all 
the  jealousies  and  disputes  in  the  Peninsula.  His 
arrival  was  known  in  May  amongst  the  allies,  and 
lord  Wellington  had  no  longer  to  dread  the  formi- 
dable presence  of  the  French  emperor. 

That  Massena's  base  of  operations  might  not  be 
exposed  to  the  interference  of  any  other  authority 
in  Spain,  the  four  military  governments  of  Sala- 
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^9^^    tnanca,  Valladolid,  Asturias,  and  St.  Andero  were 


placed  under  his  temporary  authority,  which  thus 
Maj.'  became  absolute  in  the  northern  provinces.  But 
previous  to  taking  the  command  of  the  troops  he 
repaired  to  Madrid,  to  confer  with  the  king ;  and  it 
would  seem  some  hesitation  as  to  the  line  of  inva- 
sion still  prevailed  in  the  French  councils ;  because 
in  the  imperial  muster-rolls,  the  head-quarters  of 
the  army  of  Portugal  are  marked  as  being  at  Ca- 
ceres  in  Estremadura,  and  the  imperial  guards  are 
returned  as  part  of  that  army ;  yet  during  the  month 
of  April  only,  a  circumstance  strongly  indicating 
Napoleon's  intention  to  assume  the  command  him- 
self. ITie  northern  line  was,  however,  definitively 
adopted,  and  while  the  prince  of  Esling  was  still  in 
the  capital,  the  eighth  corps  passed  the  Tormes, 
and  Ney  commenced  the 

FIRST    SIEGE   OF    CIUDAD    RODRIGO. 

Lord  Wei-  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  governor  of  this 
comp^  fortress  had  caused  such  suspicion  of  his  intentions 
Mss!'  that  lord  Wellington  demanded  his  removal.  Don 
Andreas  Herrasti  the  actual  governor,  was  a  veteran 
of  fifty  years'  service,  whose  silver  hairs,  dignified 
countenance  and  benign  manners  excited  respect, 
and  his  courage  and  honour  accorded  with  his  vene- 
rable appearance.  His  garrison  amounted  to  six 
thousand  fighting  men  besides  the  citizens ;  and  the 
place,  built  on  a  height  overhanging  the  northern 
bank  of  the  Agueda  river,  was  amply  supplied  with 
artillery  and  stores  of  all  kinds.  The  works  how- 
ever consisted  merely  of  an  old  rampart,  nearly 
circular,  about  thirty  feet  in  height,  flanked  with  a 
few  projections  containing  some  light  guns.    A  se- 
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Gond  wall,  about  twelve  feet  high,  called  a  ^^faussp  ^^,^^- 
Artfie,*"  with  ditch  and  covered  way,  surrounded  the  —^ — 
first,  yet  it  was  placed  so  low  on  the  hill  as  scarcely    May. 
to  oflfer  any  cover  to  the  upper  rampart.    There 
were  no  bomb-proofs  even  for  the  magazine,  and 
Herrasti   was  forced  to  place  his  powder  in  the 
church  and  secure  it  as  he  could. 

Beyond  the  walls  and  totally  severed  from  the 
town,  the  suburb  of  Francisco,  defended  by  an 
earthem  entrenchment  and  strengthened  by  two 
large  convents,  formed  an  outwork  on  the  north- 
east. The  convent  of  Santa  Cruz  served  a  like 
purpose  on  the  north-west;  and  between  these 
posts  there  was  a  ridge  called  the  Little  Teson, 
which,  somewhat  inferior  in  height  to  the  town,  was 
only  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  body  of  the 
place.  There  was  also  a  Greater  Teson,  which, 
rising  behind  the  lesser  at  the  distance  of  six  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  walls,  overlooked  the  ramparts 
and  saw  to  the  bottom  of  the  ditch. 

The  country  immediately  about  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
was  easy  for  the  movement  of  troops,  especially  on 
the  lett  bank  of  the  Agueda  to  which  the  garrison 
had  access  by  a  stone  bridge  within  pistol-shot  of 
the  castle-gate.  The  Agueda  itself,  rising  in  the 
Sierra  de  Francia  and  running  into  the  Douro,  is 
subject  to  great  and  sudden  floods ;  and  six  or  seven 
miles  below  the  town,  near  San  Felices,  the  channel 
deepens  into  one  continued  and  frightful  chasm, 
many  hundred  feet  deep  and  overhung  with  huge 
desolate  crags. 

During  February  and  March,  the  French  had 
menaced  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  but  they  departed  as 
lightly  as  they  came,  and  their  intentioxis  appeared 
doubtful  until  the  25th  of  April,  when  a  camp  was 
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^V^  pitched  on  a  lofky  ridge  five  miles  eastward  of  the 
"  jg  —  city.     In  a  few  days  a  second  and  then  a  third 

Jun©.  arose,  and  these  portentous  clouds  continued  to 
gather  on  the  hills  until  June,  when  fifty  thousand 
fighting  men  came  down  into  the  plain,  and  throw- 
ing two  bridges  over  the  Agueda,  begirt  the  for- 


This  multitude,  composed  of  the  sixth  and  eighth 
corps  and  a  reserve  of  cavalry,  was  led  by  Ney, 
Junot,  and  Montbrun.  The  sixth  corps  invested 
the  place,  the  eighth  occupied  San  Felices  Grande 
and  other  points,  the  cavalry  swarmed  on  both  sides 
of  the  river.  The  battering  train  with  a  great  escort 
was  still  two  days'  march  in  the  rear,  for  the  raiDs, 
inundating  the  flat  country  between  the  Agueda 
and  the  Tormes,  rendered  the  roads  impassable. 
The  bridges  were  established  on  the  2d  and  7th  of 
June,  the  one  above,  the  other  below  the  town. 
On  the  1 3th,  ground  was  broken  on  the  Greater 
Teson.  The  22d,  the  artillery  arrived,  and  prepara- 
tions were  made  to  contract  the  circle  of  investment 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Agueda,  which  had  hitherto 
been  but  slightly  watched.  That  night  Julian  San- 
chez, issuing  silently  out  of  the  castle  gate  with  two 
hundred  horsemen  crossed  the  river  and  piercing 
the  line  of  French  posts  on  the  left  bank,  reached 
the  British  light  division,  which  was  then  behind 
the  Azava,  six  miles  from  Ciadad  Rodrigo.  This 
event  induced  Ney  to  reinforce  his  troops  on  the 
left  bank,  and  a  movement,  to  be  hereafter  noticed, 
was  directed  against  general  Crawfurd  the  26th,  on 
which  day  also  the  French  batteries  opened. 

The  French  plan  was  to  breach  the  body  of  the 
place  without  attending  to  the  Spanish  fire.  Their 
salvos,  from  forty-six  guns,  constantly  directed  on 
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one  point  soon  broke  the  old  masonry  of  the  ram-   ^^f  • 
parts ;  nevertheless  the  besieged,  who  could  bring 
twenty-four  guns  to  bear  on  the  Teson,  shot  so  well, 
that  three  magazines  blew  up  at  once  in  the  trenches 
and  killed  above  a  hundred  of  the  assailants. 

On  the  27th,  the  prince  of  Esling  arrived  in  the 
camp  and   summoned  the  governor  to  surrender. 
Herrasti  answered  in  the  manner  to  be  expected 
from  so  good  a  soldier.    The  fire  was  then  resumed 
until  the  Ist  of  July,  when  Massena,  sensible  that  intercep-^ 
the  mode  of  attack  was  faulty,  directed  the  engineers  correspon- 
to  mise  counter-batteries,  to  push  their  parallels  to  mss.' 
the  Lesser  Teson,  and  work  reguldrly  forward  to 
blow  in  the  counterscarp  and  pass  the  ditch  in  form. 
Meanwhile  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  new 
works,  the  convent  of  Santa  Cruz  was,  in  despite  of 
a  fierce  resistance,  stormed  on  the  right  flank,  and 
on  the  left  the  suburb  was  won,  with  great  loss  in- 
deed, and  several  changes  of  fortune  for  Herrasti 
made  a  vigorous  sally,  but  the  French  finally  re- 
mamed  masters  of  every  thing  beyond  the  walls  of 
the  fortress. 

During  the  cessation  of  fire  consequent  upon  the 
change  in  the  French  dispositions,  Herrasti  removed 
the  ruins  from  the  foot  of  the  breath,  and  strength- 
ened his  flank  defences  ;  but  on  the  9th  of  July,  the 
besieger's  batteries  established  on  the  Lesser  Teson 
re-opened  with  a  terrible  effect.  In  twenty-four 
hours  the  fire  of  the  Spanish  guns  was  nearly 
^lenced,  part  of  the  town  was  in  flames,  and  a  reserve 
magazine  exploded  on  the  walls ;  the  counterscarp 
was  also  blown  in  by  a  mine  on  an  extent  of  thirty- 
six  feet,  the  ditch  was  filled  by  the  ruins  and  a 
broad  way  made  into  the  place. 
Three  French  soldiers  of  heroic  courage  now 
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BOOK    rushed  out  of  the  ranks,  mounted  the  breach,  looked 


into  the  town,  and  having  thus  in  broad  daylight 
Jaiy.'  ascertained  the  state  of  affairs,  discharged  their  mus- 
kets in  token  of  success,  and  with  matchless  fortune 
retired  unhurt  to  their  comrades.  The  columns  of 
assault  immediately  assembled.  The  troops,  ani- 
mated by  the  presence  of  Ney  and  excited  by  the 
example  of  the  three  men  who  had  so  gallantly 
proved  the  breach,  were  impatient  for  the  signal ; 
a  few  moments  would  have  sent  them  raging  into 
the  midst  of  the  city  when  the  white  flag  siiddenly 
waved  on  the  rampart,  and  the  venerable  governor 
was  seen  standing  alone  on  the  ruins,  signifying  by 
his  gestures  that  he  desired  to  capitulate :  he  had 
stricken  manfully  while  reason  warranted  hope,  and 
it  was  no  dishonour  to  his  silver  hairs  that  he  sur- 
rendered when  resistance  could  only  lead  to  mas- 
sacre and  devastation.  Thus  Ciudad  Rodrigo  fell. 
Six  months  had  now  elapsed  since  the  French, 
resuming  the  plan  of  conquest  interrupted  by  the 
Austrian  war  and  by  the  operations  of  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  had  retaken  the  offensive.  Battle  after 
battle  they  had  gained,  fortress  after  fortress  they 
had  taken,  and  sent  the  Spanish  forces  broken  and 
scattered  to  seek  for  refuge  in  the  most  obscure 
parts :  solid  resistance  there  was  none,  and  the  only 
hope  of  deliverance  for  the  Peninsula  rested  upon 
the  British  general.  How  he  realized  that  hope 
shall  be  related  in  the  next  book.  Meanwhile,  the 
reader  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  multifarious 
actions  related  in  the  foregoing  chapters,  were  con- 
temporaneous, and  that  he  has  been  led,  as  it  were, 
round  the  margin  of  a  lake  whose  turbulent  waters 
were  foaming  and  dashing  on  every  side.  Tedious 
to   read,  and  trifling  many  of  the  circumstances 
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must  appear,  yet  the  whole  fbrms  what  has  been  ^^^j^- 
called  the  Spanish  military  policy:  and  without     ^^^^  ■ 
accurate  notions  on  that  head,  it  would  be  impos-     Wy. 
able  to  appreciate  the  capacity  of  the  man  who  like 
Milton's  phantom  paved  a  broad  way  through  their 
chaotic  warfare. 

I  hare  been  charged  with  incompetence  to  under« 
stuid,  and,  most  unjustly,  with  a  desire  to  under- 
rate the  Spanish  resistance  ;  but  it  is  the  province 
of  history  to  record  foolish  as  well  as  glorioUs 
deeds  thzt  posterity  may  profit  from  all ;  and  nei- 
ther will  I  mislead  those  who  read  my  work,  nor 
sacrifice  the  reputation  of  my  country's  arms  to 
shallow  declamation  upon  the  unconquerable  spirit 
of  independence.  To  expose  the  errors  is  not  to 
undervalue  the  fortitude  of  a  noble  people.  In 
their  constancy,  in  the  unexampled  patience  with 
which  they  bore  the  ills  inflicted  alike  by  a  ruthless 
enemy  and  by  their  own  sordid  govemmehts,  the 
Spaniards  w«re  truly  noble :  but  shall  I  say  that 
they  were  victorious  in  their  battles,  or  faithful  in 
their  compacts  ;  that  they  treated  their  prisoners 
with  humanity  ;  that  their  Juntas  were  honest  or 
wige;  their  generals  skilful,  their  soldiers  firm?  1 
speak  but  the  bare  truth,  when  I  say  they  were 
incapable  of  defending  their  country.  Every  action, 
every  correspondence,  every  proceeding  of  the  six 
years  which  the  war  lasted,  rise  up  in  support  of 
diis  truth ;  and  to  assume  that  an  insurrection  so 
conducted  did,  or  could,  baffle  the  prodigious  power 
of  Napoleon  is  a  mental  illusion.  Spain  baffle 
him !  Her  efforts  were  amongst  the  very  smallest 
causes  of  his  &ilure.  Portugal  has  far  greater 
claims  to  that  glory.  Spain  furnished  indeed  the 
opportunity ;  but  it  was  England,  Austria,  Russia, 

VOL.  in.  p 
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*  x?^  or  rather  fortune,  that  struck  down  that  wonderful 
-  man.  The  English,  more  powerful,  more  rich,  more 
profuse,  perhaps  more  brave  than  the  ancient  Ro- 
mans ;  the  English,  with  a  fleet  for  grandeur  and 
real  force  never  matched,  with  an  army  and  a  ge- 
neral equal  to  any  emergency,  fought  as  if  for  their 
own  existence.  The  Austrians  brought  four  hun- 
dred thousand  good  troops  to  arrest  the  conqueror's 
progress ;  the  snows  of  Russia  destroyed  three  hun- 
dred thousand  of  his  best  soldiers;  and  finally, 
when  he  had  lost  half  a  million  of  veterans,  not  one 
of  whom  died  on  Spanish  ground,  Europe,  in  one 
vast  combination,  could  only  tear  the  Peninsula 
from  him  by  tearing  France  along  with  it.  What 
weakness  then,  what  incredible  delusion  to  point  to 
Spain,  with  all  her  follies  and  her  never-ending 
defeats,  as  a  proof  that  a  people  fighting  for  inde- 
pendence must  be  victorious.  She  was  invaded  be- 
cause she  adhered  to  the  great  European  aristocracy. 
She  was  delivered,  because  England  enabled  that 
aristocracy  to  triumph  for  a  moment  over  the  pria- 
ciples  of  the  French  revolution. 
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BOOK  XL 
CHAPTER  L 

The  defence  of  Portugal  was  not  the  Tesult  of  ohap. 

any  finrtuitous  combination  of  circumstances,  nor 1— . 

was  lord  Wellington  moved  thereto  by  any  hasty 
ambition  to  magnify  his  own  reputation.  Calmly 
and  deliberately  he  formed  his  resolution  after  a 
laborious  and  cautious  estimate  of  the  difficulties 
and  chances  of  success.  Reverting  then  to  the  pe- 
riod,  when,  by  repeating  upon  Badajos,  he  divorced 
his  operations  from  the  folly  of  Spain,  I  shall  sue* 
cinctly  trace  his  military  and  political  proceedings 
up  to  the  moment,  when,  confident  in  the  soundness 
of  his  calculations,  he  commenced  his  great  project, 
unmoved  by  the  power  of  his  enemy,  the  timidity 
of  his  friends,  the  imprudence  of  his  subordinates, 
or  the  intrigues  of  discontented  men,  who  secretly 
and  with  malignant  perseverance  laboured  to  thwart 
his  measures  and  to  ruin  his  designs. 

After  the  retreat  from  Spain  in  1809,  he  repaired 
to  Seville,  partly  to  negotiate  with  the  Central 
Junta  upon  matters  touching  the  war,  but  princi- 
pally  to  confer  with  his  brother  ere  the  latter  quitted 
the  Peninsula.  Lord  Wellesley's  departure  was 
caused  by  the  state  of  politics  in  England,  where  a 
change  in  the  administration  was  about  to  tdce 
place ;  a  change  very  sudden  indeed,  but  not  unex- 
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^xl'^  pected,  because  the  ineptitude  of  the  govemmeot, 
— —- —  was  in  private  acknowledged  by  many  of  its  mem- 
bers ;  the  failure  of  the  Walcheren  expedition  was 
only  the  signal  for  a  public  avowal  of  jealousies 
and  wretched  personal  intrigues  which  had  ren- 
dered the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  the  most  inefficient, 
Spain  excepted,  of  any  in  Europe.  Mr.  Gannmg, 
Lord  cas-  the  principal  mover  of  those  intrigues,  had  secretly 
tttto^ent.  denounced  lord  Castlereagh  to  his  colleagues  as  a 
man  incapable  of  conducting  the  public  affairs,  and 
Mr.  Can-  cxactcd  from  them  a  promise  to  dismiss  him.  Ne- 
•tatement.  verthclcss  he  permitted  that  nobleman,  ignorant  of 
the  imputation  on  his  abilities,  to  plan  and  conduct 
the  fitting  out  of  the  most  powerful  armament  that 
ever  quitted  England ;  but  when  it  became  evident 
that  loss  and  ruin  waited  on  the  unhappy  Wal- 
cheren expedition,  Mr.  Canning  claimed  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  promise.  The  intrigue  thus  becoming 
known  to  lord  Castlereagh,  was  by  him  characte* 
rised  as  **  a  breach  of  every  principle  of  good  faith, 
"  both  public  and  private.''  This  was  followed  by  a 
duel,  and  by  the  dissolution  of  the  administration. 
Mr.  Perceval  and  lord  Liverpool  were  then  empow- 
ered to  form  another  cabinet,  and,  after  a  fruitless 
negotiation  with  lord  Grey  and  lord  Grenville,  as- 
suming the  lead  themselves  ofiered  the  department 
of  foreign  afiairs  to  lord  Wellesley, 

Contrary  to  the  general  expectation  he  accepted 
it.  His  brother  had  opened  to  him  those  great 
views  for  the  defence  of  Portugal  which  were  after* 
wards  so  gloriously  realized,  but  which  could  never 
have  been  undertaken  with  confidence  by  that  ge- 
neral, unless  secure  of  some  powerful  friend  in  the 
administration,  embued  with  the  same  sentiments 
b^und  by  a  common  interest  and  resolute  to  sup* 
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port  him  when  the  crisis  of  danger  arrived.     It   chap. 
was  therefore  wiae  and  commendable  in  lord  Wei-  • 


lesley  to  sacrifice  something  of  his  own  personal 
pretensions  to  be  enabled  to  forward  projects  pro- 
mising  so  much  glory  to  his  country  and  his  own 
fivnily.  The  first  proceedings  in  parliament  justi- 
fied his  policy. 

Previous  to  the  change  in  the  Cabinet,  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  had  been  created  baron  Douro  and  visr 
count  Wellington ;  but  those,  honours,  although 
well  deserved,  were  undoubtedly  conferred  as  much 
from  party  as  from .  patriotic  feeling,  and  greatly 
excited  the  anger  of  the  opposition  members,  who 
with  few  exceptions  assailed  the  general  personallyi 
and  with  an  acrimony  not  to  be  justified.  HiSj^«^^»'- 
merits,  they  said,  were  nought,  his  actions  silly,  i>«bites. 
presumptuous,  rash;  his  campaign  one  deserving 
not  reward  but  punishment.  Yet  he  had  delivered 
Portugal,  cleared  Gallicia  and  Estremadura,  and 
obliged  one  hundred  thousand  French  veterans  to 
abandon  the  offensive  and  concentrate  about  Ma* 
drid! 

Lord  Grey,  opposing  his  own  crude  military  nor 
(ions  to  the  practised  skill  of  sir  Arthur,  petur 
lantly  censured  the  latter's  dispositions  at  Talavera; 
others  denied  that  he  was  successful  in  that  action ; 
and  some,  forgetting  that  they  were  amenable  to 
liistory,  even  proposed  to  leave  his  name  out  of 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army !  That  battle,  so 
sternly  fought  so  hardly  won,  they  would  have  set 
aside  with  respect  to  the  commander  as  not  war- 
ranting admission  to  a  peerage  always  open,  to 
venal  orators!  The  passage  of  the  Douro,  so 
promptly,  so  daringly,  so  skilfully  sq  successfully 
executed  that  it  seemed  rather  the  result  qf  inspi- 
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^^^  ration  than  of  natural  judgement,  they  would  have 


cast  away  as  a  thing  of  no  worth  ! 

This  spirit  of  faction  was  howeyer  not  confined 
to  one  side :  there  was  a  ministerial  person  at  this 
time,  who,  in  his  dread  of  the  opposition,  wrote  to 
lord  Wellington  complaining  of  his  inaction,  and 
calling  upon  him  to  do  something  that  would  excite 
a  public  sensation :  '^  antf  thing  provided  blood  were 
spilt  r*  A  calm  but  severe  rebuke,  and  the  cessa- 
tion of  all  friendly  intercourse  with  the  writer,  dis* 
covered  the  general's  abhorrence  of  this  detestable 
policy ;  but  when  such  passions  were  abroad,  it  is 
evident  that  lord  Wellesley's  accession  to  the  go- 
vernment was  essential  to  the  success  of  lord  Wel- 
lington's projects. 

Those  projects  delivered  the  Peninsula  and 
changed  the  fate  of  Europe,  and  evety  step  made 
towards  their  accomplishment  merits  attention,  as 
much  from  the  intrinsic  interest  of  the  subject,  as 
because  it  has  been  common  to  attribute  his  success 
to  good  fortune  and  the  strenuous  support  he  re- 
ceived from  the  Cabinet  at  home.  It  is  far  from 
my  intention  to  deny  the  great  influence  of  fortone 
in  war,  or  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  has  always 
been  one  of  her  peculiar  favourites,  but  I  will 
make  it  clearly  appear,  that  if  he  met  with  great 
success  he  had  previously  anticipated  it,  and  upon 
solid  grounds ;  that  the  Cabinet  did  not  so  much 
support  him  as  it  was^  supported  by  him ;  and 
finally,  that  his  prudence,  foresight,  and  firmness 
were  at  least  as  efi&cient  causes  as  any  others  that 
can  be  adduced. 

Immediately  after  the  retreat  from  Jaraceijo  and 
while  the  Cabinet  was  yet  unchanged,  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  brought  by  continual  reverses  to  a  more 
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sober  method  of  planniDg  military  affiiirs,  had  de- 
manded lord  Wellington's  opinion  upon  the  expe-  - 
diency,  the  chance  of  success,  and  the  expense  of 
defending  Portugal.  This  letter  reached  the  gene- 
ral on  the  14th  of  September  1809  ;  but  the  subject 
required  many  previous  inquiries  and  a  careful 
examination  of  the  country ;  and  at  that  period, 
any  plan  for  the  defence  of  Portugal  was  neces- 
sarily to  be  modified  according  to  the  energy  or 
feebleness  of  the  Spaniards  in  Andalusia.  Hence 
it  was  not  until  after  his  return  from  Seville,  a  few 
days  previous  to  the  defeat  at  Oca&a/'  that  lord 
Wellington  replied  to  lord  Liverpool,  who  during 
the  interval  had  succeeded  lord  Castlereagh  in  the 
war  department. 

Adverting  to  the  actual  state  of  the  French  troops 
in  the  Peninsula,   he  observed,    that   unless  the  Lord  wei- 
Spanish  armies  met  with  some  great  disaster  the  l^m^'lI^ 
former  could  not  then  make  an  attack  upon  Portugal;  rS^^, 
and  if  events  should  enable  them  to  do  so,  thei809.M8s. 
forces  at  that  moment  in  the  latter  might  defend  it. 
"  But  the  peace  in  Germany,"  he  said,  ^'  might 
"  enable  France  to  reinforce  her  armies  in  Spain 
"  largely,  when  the  means  of  invading  Portugal 
"  would  be  increased ;    not  only  in  proportion  to 
*^  the  additional  troops  then  poured  in,  but  also  in 
'^  proportion  to  the  effect  which  such  a  display  of 
"  additional  strength  would  necessarily  have  upon 
''  the  spirit  of  the  Spaniards.     Even  in  that  case, 
''  until  Spain  should  have  been  conquered  and  ren- 
*'  dered  submissive^  the  French  would  find  it  diffi- 
"  cult,    if  not  impossible  to  obtain  possession  of 
"  Portugal,  provided  England  employed  her  armies 
"  in  defence  of  that  country ^  and  that  the  Porta- 
"  guut  military  service  was  organised  to  the  full 
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"5?.^  "  cjrtent  of  which  it  was  capable.  But  the  number 
'**  of  British  forces  employed  should  not  be  less 
'^  than  thirty  thousand  effective  men ;  although  the 
"  Portuguese  regular  force,  actually  enrolled,  con- 
^'  sisted  of  thirty-nine  thousand  infantry  three  thou- 
'^  sand  artillery  and  three  thousand  cavalry;  and 
'^  the  militia  amounted  to  forty-five  thousand,  ex- 
"  elusive  of  the  ordenan^as." 

The  next  point  of  consideration  was  the  probable 
expense.  ^^  The  actual  yearly  cost  of  the  British 
"  army  in  Portugal,  exclusive  of  the  hire  of  tran- 
"  sport-vessels,  was  about  £1,800,000,  being  only 
'^  half  a  million  sterling  more  than  they  would  cost 
"  if  employed  in  England.  Hence  the  most  im- 
'^  portant  consideration  was  the  expense  of  reno- 
^^  vating  and  supporting  the  Portuguese  military 
*^  and  civil  services.  The  British  government  had 
'^  already  subsidised  the  Portuguese  Regency  at 
^'  the  rate  of  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  yearly, 
'*  being  the  expense  of  twenty  thousand  men  which 
"  the  latter  were  bound  by  treaty  to  place  at  the 
*^  service  of  the  English  commander-in-chief. 

*^  But  this  was  far  from  sufficient  to  render  the 
^^  Portuguese  army  efficient  for  the  impending 
"  contest.  The  revenue  of  Portugal  was  between 
'*  eight  and  nine  millions  of  dollars,  the  expenses 
*^  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  millions,  leaving  a 
*^  deficiency  of  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars. 
*'  Hence,  for  that  year,  the  most  pressing  only  of 
^'  the  civil  and  military  demands  had  been  paid 
'^  and  the  public  debt  and  the  salaries  of  the  public 
"  servants  were  in  arrear.  The  advances  already 
'*  made  by  Great  Britain  amounted  to  two  millions 
<^  of  dollars ;  there  remained  a  deficiency  of  four 
^  millions  of  dolhrn,  which,  after  a  cai^l  inquiry, 
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"  it  appeared  could  not  be  made  good  by  Portugal;  ™i^^' 
"  and  it  was  obvious  that  the  administration  would,  — 
'^  when  distressed,  g^dually  appropriate  the  sub- 
"  sidy  to  support  the  civil  authorities  to  the  detri- 
"  ment  of  the  military  service.  Nay,  already  money 
^*  from  the  English  military  chest  had  been  ad- 
"  vanced  to  prevent  the  Portuguese  army  from  dis- 
"  banding  from  want  of  food. 

''  It  was  impossible  to  diminish  the  expenses  of 
"the  Regency,  and  yet  the  French  invasion  and 
*^  the  emigration  to  the  Brazils  hietd  so  impoverished 
''  the  country  that  it  was  impossible  to  raise  the 
*'  revenue  or  to  obtain  money  by  loans.  The  people 
'*  were  unable  to  pay  the  taxes  already  imposed, 
"and  the  customs,  which  formed  the  principal 
"  branch  of  Portuguese  revenue,  were  reduced  to 
"  nothing  by  the  transfer  of  the  Brazilian  trade 
"  from  the  mother-country  to  Great  Britain.  This 
"  transfer,  so  profitable  to  the  latter,  was  ruinous  to 
"  Portugal,  and  therefore  justice  as  well  as  policy 
"required  that  England  should  afibrd  pecuniary 
"  assistance  to  the  Regency. 

^'  Without  it  nothing  could  be  expected  from  the 
"  Portuguese  army.  The  officers  of  that  army  had 
"  for  many  years  done  no  duty,  partly  that  their 
"country  having  been,  with  some  trifling  excep- 
"  tions,  at  peace  nearly  half  a  century,  they  had 
"  continued  in  the  same  garrisons  and  lived  with 
"  their  femilies ;  and  to  these  advantages  added 
"  others  arising  from  abuses  in  the  service.  Now 
"  the  severe  but  necessary  discipline  introduced  by 
"marshal  Beresford  had  placed  the  Portuguese 
"  officers  in  a  miserable  situation.  All  abuses  had 
"  been  extirpated,  additional  expenses  had  been  in- 
"flioted,  and  the  regular  pay  was  not  only  insiiffi- 
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BOOK    <<  eient  to  support  them  in  a  country  where  all  the 
'  ^'  necessaries  of  life  were  enormously  dear,  hut  it 
''  was  far  below  the  pay  of  the  English  Spanish  and 
'^  French  officers^  with  whom  or  against  whom  they 
"  were  to  fight 

'^  If  therefore  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on,  it 
'^  was  advisable  to  grant  a  subsidy  of  one  hundred 
^^  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  yearly  to  enable  the 
'*  Regency  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  Portuguese 
*'  officers ;  and  to  this  sum,  for  the  reasons  before 
^'  mentioned,  should  be  added  a  further  subsidy  of 
*^  about  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  siq>ply 
^^  the  actual  deficiency  in  the  Portuguese  reyenues. 
'^  Or,  if  the  English  cabinet  preferred  it,  they  might 
'^  take  ten  thousand  more  Portuguese  troops  into 
"  pay,  which  could  be  done  at  an  expense  of  two 
'*  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds.  With  such 
**  assistance  the  difficulties  of  the  moment  might  be 
'^  overcome ;  but  without  it,  he,  lord  Wellington, 
^^  felt  assured  that  the  whole  financial  and  military 
'^  system  of  the  Portuguese  would  break  down  at 
''  once  ;  all  the  expense  hitherto  incurred  would  be 
''  cast  away,  and  all  hopes  of  defending  the  country 
''  extinguished.  It  was  for  the  ministers  to  decide. 
^^  There  remained  two  other  points  to  consider — 
^^  the  re-embarkation  of  the  British  army  in  the 
'^  event  of  failure,  and  the  chances  of  the  Portuguese 
^^  nation  continuing  the  contest  alone.  As  to  the 
**  first,  he  could  carry  off  everything  safely  except 
**  the  horses  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  those  could 
^'  not  be  carried  off  if  the  embarkation  took  place 
^^  after  a  lost  battle ;  and  if  the  embarkation  took 
^'  place  under  other  circumstances,  the  expense  of 
^^  horse-transports  would  be  more  than  the  worth  of 
^^  the  animals.     As  to  the  second  point,  if  the  Bri- 
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"  tish  army  evacuated  Portugal  under  any  circum-  ^^ 
^^  stances  lie  could  not  give  hopes  that  the  contest  - 
*^  could  be  prolonged  effectually  by  the  natives. 
**  Although  I,"  he  said,  "  consider  the  Portuguese 
"  got>ennnent  and  army  as  the  principals  in  the  con- 
"  test  far  their  oum  independence,  and  that  their  sue- 
'*  cess  &r  failure  must  depend  principally  upon  their 
^^  oum  exertions  and  the  bravery  of  their  army,  and 
'*  that  I  am  sanguine  in  my  eapectations  of  both 
"  when  excited  by  the  example  of  British  officers  and 
"  troops,  I  have  no  hope  of  either  if  his  Mqjesty 
^  should  now  withdraw  the  army  from  the  Benin- 
^  sula,  or  if  it  should  be  obliged  to  evacuate  it  by 
''  defeat.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  immediate  con- 
"  sequences  will  be  the  possession  of  Lisbon  by  the 
'^  enemyj  probably  without  a  contest;  and  other  con- 
"  sequences  will  follow,  affecting  the  state  of  the  war 
"  not  only  in  Portugal  but  Spain.  If  therefore  it 
"  should  be  thought  advisable  now  to  withdraw,  or 
"  if  eventually  the  British  army  should  be  obliged 
"  to  withdraw  from  Portugal,  I  would  recommend 
"  a  consideration  of  the  means  of  carrying  away 
"  such  of  the  Portuguese  military  as  should  be  de- 
*'  sirous  of  emigrating,  rather  than  continue  by  their 
^  means  the  contest  in  this  country/' 

Such  were  lord  Wellington's  views,  but  it  must 
be  observed  that  though  Peniche  and  Setuval  offered 
"secure  points  of  embarkation  in  the  event  of  failure, 
neither  were  likely  to  come  within  the  scope  of  his 
operations.  And  his  hope  of  carrying  off  the  army 
from  Lisbon  was  founded  chiefly  upon  admiral 
B^kdey's  assurance  that  the  embarkation  would 
not  take  longer  than  four  hours,  during  which  time, 
even  though  the  left  bank  of  that  river  should  be 
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^^^  occupied  by  the  enemy,  the  ships  of  war  could  sus- 
•  tain  the  fire  and  at  the  same  time  sweep  with  their 
own  guns  all  the  ground  above  Passo  d'Arcos,  which, 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  having  no  surf,  was 
thought  preferable  to  St.  Julian's  for  an  embarka- 
tion. But  the  admiral's  views,  as  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  observe  hereafter,  were  erroneous ;  the  fleet 
could  not  remain  in  the  Tagus  for  the  purpose  of  an 
embarkation  if  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  the 
left  bank. 

The  ministers,  although  alarmed  at  the  number  of 
men  demanded,  a  number  which  from  the  recent 
loss  sustained  in  the  Walcheren  expedition  they  truly 
observed  would  in  case  of  disaster  endanger  the 
safety  of  England,  assented  to  lord  Wellington's  pro- 
posals ;  they  undertook  to  pay  ten  thousand  addi- 
tional Portuguese  troops,  and  to  advance  money  for 
the  increased  stipends  to  the  officers ;  and  being 
thus  pledged  to  an  annual  subsidy  of  nearly  one 
million,  they  with  justice  required  that  the  Portu- 
guese Regency,  under  pain  of  the  subsidy  being 
stopped,  should  keep  all  that  part  of  the  militaiy 
establishment  which  remained  under  their  own  di- 
rection in  a  state  of  complete  efficiency. 

Thus  supported,  lord  Wellington  proceeded  with 
vigorous  intelligence  to  meet  the  impending  con- 
test. His  troops  were  placed  in  healthy  canton* 
ments  on  the  north-eastern  frontier  of  Portugal,  and* 
he  expected  a  reinforcement  of  five  thousand  in- 
fantry and  a  regiment  of  cavalry  from  England. 
Smaller  detachments  had  already  reached  him,  and 
the  army  when  it  commenced  its  march  from  the 
Guadiana  was  numerically  thirty  thousand  strong; 
but  those  actually  under  arms  scarcely  amounted  to 
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twenly  thowaod,  nine  thousand  were  in  hospital,   ^^^^^ 
and  many  in  the  ranks  were  still  tottering  from  the         — 
effects  of  past  illness.  Jwwary. 

The  20th  of  January,  the  head-quarters  and 
the  artillery  pare  were  established  at  Viseu  in 
Upper  Beira ;  the  cavalry  was  quartered,  by  single 
regiments,  at  Golegao,  Punhete,  Torres  Novas, 
Celorico,  and  Santarem;  general  Hill  was  left 
with  five  thousand  British,  and  a  like  number  of 
Portuguese  at  Abrantes;  the  remainder  of  the 
mfantry,  one  regiment  employed  to  form  the  garrison 
of  lisboD  excepted,  was  distributed  along  the  valley 
of  the  Mondego. 

The  defensive  plans  of  the  English  general  were 
at  first  grounded  upon  the  supposition,  that  the 
French  would  follow  the  right  or  northern  line  in 
preference  to  the  centre  or  southern  line  of  opera- 
tions against  the  Peninsula :  that  is,  attack  Portugal 
from  the  side  of  Old  Castile^  rather  than  Andalusia 
from  the  side  of  La  Mancha.  In  this  he  was  mis- 
taken. The  movements  were  again  directed  by 
Napoleon,  his  views  were  as  usual  gigantic,  and 
not  Andalusiai  alone  but  every  part  of  the  Penin- 
sula was  destined  to  feel  the  weight  of  his  arms. 
Fresh  troops  flushed  with  their  recent  German  vic- 
tories were  crowding  into  Spain;  they  reinforced 
the  corps  to  their  right  and  left,  scoured  the  main 
communications,  and  followed  the  footsteps  of  the 
old  bands  as  the  latter  were  impelled  forward  in  the 
career  of  invasion.  Hence  the  operations  against 
Andalusia  so  deeply  affected  the  defence  of  Por- 
tugal, that  on  the  31st  of  January,  at  the  moment 
Seville  was  opening  her  gates,  lord  Wellington 
demanded  fresh  instructions,  reiterating  the  ques* 
tion,  whether  Portugal  should  be  defended  at  all; 
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TOOK   but  at  the  same  time  he  transmitted  ODe  of  those  clear 
■  and  powerful  statements,  which  he  invariably  drew 

JuMuuV*  up  for  the  ministers'  information  previous  to  under- 
taking any  great  enterprise,  statements,  in  which, 
shewing  the  bearings  of  past  and  present  events 
and  drawing  conclusions  as  to  the  future  with  a 
wonderful  accuracy,  he  has  given  irrefragable 
proofs,  that  envious  folly  has  attributed  to  fortune, 
and  the  favour  of  the  cabinet,  successes  which  were 
the  result  of  his  own  sagacity  and  unalterable 
firmness. 
itortLTto'  "  "^^^  enemy,"  he  said,  "  aimed  at  conquering 
^^"^  the  south,  he  would  no  doubt  obtain  Seville  with 
1810.MSS.  ^^^  ^^  resources ;  and  the  defeat  and  dispersion  of 
the  Spanish  armies  would  be  the  consequences  of 
any  action,  in  which  either  their  imprudence  or 
necessity  or  even  expediency  might  engage  theuL 
The  armies  might,  however,  be  lost  and  the  autho- 
rities dispersed  but  the  war  of  Partisans  would 
continue ;  Cadiz  might  possibly  hold  out,  and  the 
Central  Junta  even  exist  within  its  walls;  yet  it 
would  be  without  authority,  because  the  French 
would  possess  all  the  provinces.  This  state  of  af- 
fairs left  Portugal  untouched,  yet  it  was  chiefly 
to  that  country  he  wished  to  draw  the  ministers' 
attention. 

^^  They  already  knew  its  military  situation  and 
resources.  If  arms  could  be  supplied  to  the 
militia,  a  gross  force  of  ninety  thousand  men  re- 
gularly organized  could  be  calculated  upon,  ex- 
clusive of  the  armed  population  and  of  the  Britisfa 
army.  Much  had  been  done  within  the  last  nine 
months,  for  the  enrolment,  organization,  and  equip* 
ment  of  this  great  force ;  but  much  remained  to  be 
done,  and  with  very  insufficient  means,  before  the 
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fifty  thouaand  men  composing  the  militia  could  pos-   ^^^p. 
%iblj  contend  with  the  enemy :  and  although  this  - 


should  be  effected^   the  whole  army  would  still  Jonuy. 
want  that  confidence  in  themselves  and  in  their 
officers  which  is  only  to  be  acquired  by  military 
experience. 

**  When  the  afiairs  of  Spain  should,  as  before 
supposed,  be  brought  to  that  pass  that  a  regular 
rcMtance  would  cease,  no  possibility  existed  of  the 
contest  in  thai  country  being  renewed  on  such  a  scale 
as  to  afford  a  chance  of  success,  although  the  pos- 
session  of  each  part  might  be  precarious,  depending 
upon  the  strength  of  the  French  force  holding  it, 
and  that  the  whole  might  prove  a  burthen  rather 
than  an  advantage  to  the  French  government.  Thence 
arose  this  question,  '  Will  the  continuation  of  the 
contest  in  Portugal,  afford  any  reasonable  prospect 
of  advantage  against  the  common  enemy  or  of 
benefit  to  the  allies?' 

'^  It  was  impossible  to  calculate  upon  any  certain 
grounds  the  degree  of  assistance  to  be  expected 
from  the  Portuguese  troops.  For  the  regulars 
every  thing  that  discipline  could  effect  had  been 
done,  and  they  had  been  armed  and  equipped  as 
iar  as  the  means  of  the  country  would  go.  The 
militia  also  had  been  improved  to  the  extent  which 
the  expense  of  keeping  them  embodied  would 
permit.  The  Portuguese  had  confidence  in  the 
British  nation  and  army ;  they  were  loyal  to  their 
prince,  detested  the  French  government,  and  were 
individually  determined  to  do  every  thing  for  the 
cause.  Still  they  were  not  to  be  certainly  cal- 
culated upon  until  inured  to  war,  because  the 
majority  of  their  officers  were  of  an  inferior  de- 
Bcription  and  inexperienced  in  military  afiairs." 
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'xi.^  Under  these  circumstances,  and  adverUng  to  the 
'  —  approaching  subjection  of  Spain,  he  demanded  to 
January,  know  whether,  "  the  enemy  bending  the  greatest 
part  of  his  force  against  Portugal,  that  coutUry 
should  be  defended  or  measures  taken  to  evacuate 
it,  carrying  off  all  persons,  military  and  others,  for 
whose  conveyance  means  could  be  found.  But  under 
any  circumstances,  the  British  army  could  be,  he 
said,  embarked  in  despite  of  the  enemy." 

Such  being  the  view  taken  of  this  important 
subject  by  lord  Wellington,  it  may  seem  proper 
here  to  notice  an  argument  which  with  equal  igno- 
rance and  malice  has  often  been  thrust  forward  in 
disparagement  of  sir  John  Moore,  namely,  that  he 
declai*ed  Portugal  could  not  be  defended,  whereas 
Wellington  did  defend  that  country.  The  former, 
premising  that  he  was  not  prepared  at  the  tinaie  to 
answer  in  detail  a  question  of  such  magnitude, 
observed  generally,  '*  that  the  frontier  though 
rugged  was  an  open  one  and  could  not  be  defended 
against  a  superior  force;  nevertheless  Almeida, 
Guarda,  Belmonte,  Baracal,  Celorico,  and  Viseu, 
might  be  .occupied  as  temporary  positions  to  check 
.  the  advance  of  an  enemy  and  cover  the  embarkation 
of  stores,  &c.,  which  could  only  be  made  at  Lisbon. 
That  the  Portuguese  in  their  own  mountains  would 
be  of  much  use,  and  he  hoped  they  could  alone 
Appendix,  defend  the  Tras  os  Montes.  That,  if  the  French 
aMtion  12.  succeeded  in  Spain,  it  would  be  vain  to  resist  them 
in  Portugal  '*  because  the  Jotter  was  without  a  mili- 
tary force,  and  if  it  were  otherwise,  from  the 
experience  of  Roli^a  and  Vimiero,  no  reliance  was  to 
be  placed  on  their  troops."  But  this  opinion,  hastily 
given,  had  reference  only  to  the  state  of  affairs 
existing  at  that  moment,  being  expressly  founded  on. 
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the  mueraiie  condition  and  unpromising  character  of  ^^*^^' 
the  Portuguese  military^  Spain  also  being  supposed—^ — 


Now  lord  Wellington,  after  two  campaigns  in 
the  country ;  after  the  termination  of  the  anarchy 
which  prevailed  during  sir  John  Gradock's  time ; 
after  immense  subsidies  had  been  granted  to  Por- 
tugal, her  whole  military  force  reorganized^  and 
her  regular  troops  disciplined  paid  and  officered 
by  England ;  after  the  war  in  Germany  had  cost 
Napoleon  fifty  thousand  men,  the  campaign  in  the 
PeiiiDsula  at  least  fifty   thousand  more ;  in  fine, 
after  mature  consideration   and  when  Spain  was 
still  fighting,  when  Andalusia,  Catalonia,  Murcia, 
Valencia,  Grallicia^  and  the  Asturias,  were  still  nn** 
invaded ;  when  Ciiidad  Rodrigo  and  Badajos,  most 
important  posts  with   reference   to  this   question, 
were  still  in  possession  of  the  Spaniards  and  pre- 
pared for  defence  ;  lord  Wellington,  I  say,  came  to  j^,^, 
the  conclusion,  that  Portugal  might  be  defended  J^^^"' 
against  the  enemy  then  in  the  Peninsula,  provided  ^*.m8s. 
an  enormous  additional  subsidy   and  a   powerful 
auxiliary  army  were  furnished  by  England^  and 
that  one  earnest  and  devoted  effort  was  made  by  the 
whole  Portuguese  nation.     And   when  Andalusia  j^j^.  j.„, 
fell,  he  warned  his  government,  that,  although  sue-  Sssf *^' 
cess  could  only  be  expected  from  the  devotion  and 
ardour  of  the  Portuguese^  their  army  could  not  even 
then  he  implicitly  trusted.     Lisbon  also  he  consi- 
dered as  the  only  secure  point  of  resistance,  and  he 
occupied  Viseu,  Guarda,  Almeida,  Belmonte,  and 
Celorico,   the  very  places  recommended  by  sir  J. 
Moore,  as  temporary  posts. 

But  in  all  things  concerning  this  war,  there  was 

VOL.  Ill,  Q 
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»^w   between  those  generals  a  remarkable  similarity  of 
-  opinion  smd  plan  of  action. 


"  The  French^''  said  sir  John  Moore,  "  wUlJind 
the  Spaniards  troublesome  subjects,  but  in  the  first 

M^ii'r**  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^y  ^^'  ^^^  ^"^  ^^^  '*^^  ^  march  to 

Narrative.  $ubdue  the  countrj/'' 

^*  The  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the  Spanish  armies 
will  bey''  said  lord  Wellington,  *'  the  probable  con- 
sequence of  any  action  in  which  either  imprudence 

kJd  Liier.  ^^€^^iljf  or  even  ejppediency  may  lead  them  to  engage. 

ST^'sJoT'  ^^^  armies  may  be  lost,  the  authorities  dispersed^  but 

wss-       the  war  of  Partisans  will  probably  continue.^' 

And  when  the  edge  of  the  sword  was,  in  1810, 
as  in  1808,  descending  on  the  unguarded  front  of 
Andalusia,  lord  Wellington,  at  the  first  indication 
of  Joseph's  march,  designed  to  make  a  movement 
similar  in  principle  to  that  executed  by  sir  John 

xSriif "'  Moore  on  a  like  occasion ;  that  is,  by  an  irruption 

Section  3.  j^^^j  Castilc  to  threaten  the  enemy's  rear,  in  such 
sort,  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  return  from  Anda* 
lusia  or  suffer  his  forces  in  Castile  to  be  beaten. 
Nor  was  he  at  first  deterred  from  this  project  by  the 
knowledge  that  fresh  troops  were  entering  Spain. 
The  Junta,  indeed,  assured  him  that  only  eight 
thousand  men  had  reinforced  the  French;  but, 
although  circumstances  led  him  to  doubt  this  asser- 
tion, he  was  not  without  hopes  to  effect  his  pur- 
pose before  the  reinforcements,  whatever  they  might 
be,  could  come  into  line.  He  had  even  matured 
his  plan,  as  far  as  regarded  the  direction  of  the 
march,  when  other  considerations  obliged  him  to 
relinquish  it ;  and  thes^  shall  be  here  examined, 
because  French  and  Spanish  writers  then  and  since, 
have  accused  him  of  looking  on  with  indifference 
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if  not  with  satisfaction  at  the  ruin  of  the  Central   c"^p- 

Junta's  operations ;  as  if  it  only  dependecTupon  him 

to  render  them  successful. 

Why  he  refused  to  join  in  the  Spanish  projects 
has  been  already  explained.  His  own  were  aban- 
doned, 1^.  Because  the  five  thousand  men  promised 
from  England  had  not  arrived,  his  hospitals  were 
fiill  and  he  could  not,  including  Hill's  division, 
bring  more  than  twenty  thousand  British  soldiers 
into  the  field.  Hill's  division,  however,  could  not 
be  moved  without  leaving  the  rear  of  the  army  ex* 
posed  to  Ae  French  in  the  south, — a  danger,  which 
success  in  Castile  would,  by  recalling  the  latter 
from  Andalusia,  only  increase.  2^  The  Portu*- 
guese  had  sufiered  cruelly  during  the  winter  from 
hunger  and  nakedness,  the  result  of  the  scarcity 
of  money  before^mentioned.  To  bring  them  into  Lord  weU 
line  was  to  risk  a  total  disorganization,  destruc- compM* 
tive  alike  of  present  and  future  advantages.  On  m^' 
the  other  hand  Lord  Wellington  knew  the  French 
in  Castile,  consisting  of  the  sixth  corps  and 
the  troops  of  Kellerman's  government,  to  be  at 
least  thirty  thousand  strong,  of  which  twenty 
thousand  were  in  one  mass;  and  though  the 
rest  were  dispersed  from  Burgos  to  Avila,  from 
Zamora  to  Valladolid,  they  could  easily  have  con- 
centrated in  time  to  give  battle,  and  would  have 
proved  too  powerful.  That  this  reasoning  was 
sound  shall  now  be  shown. 

The  invasion  of  Andalusia  was  only  part  of  a 
general  movement  throughout  Spain.  When  the 
king  forced  the  Morena,  Kellerman  marched  from 
Salamanca  to  Miranda  del  Castanar  and  Bejar  with 
the  sixth  corps,  thus  securing  the  defiles  leading 

q2 
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^^^  into  the  valley  of  the  Tagus ;  at  the  same  time,  the 
'  second  corps  coming  down  that  valley,  communi- 
cated with  the  sixth  by  the  pass  of  Banos,  and  with 
the  fifth  by  Seradillo  and  Caceres.  Hence,  without 
losing  hold  of  Andalusia,  three  corps  (Tartnie, 
namely,  the  sixth,  second,  and  fifth,  amounting  to 
fifty  thousand  men,  could  on  an  emergency  be 
brought  together  to  oppose  any  offensive  movement 
of  lord  Wellington's.  And  certain  it  is  that  Mor- 
tier's  movement  from  Seville  would  not  have  stopped 
at  Badajos  if  general  HilVs  force  had  been  employed 
in  Castile  instead  of  supporting  the  Spaniards  in 
Estremadura.  But  the  French  combinations  were 
more  powerful  than  they  appeared  even  to  Lord 
Wellington.  Napoleon  was  crowding  the  Peninsula 
with  fresh  armies,  and  not  eight  thousand,  as  the 

RoUt  of    Central  Junta  asserted,  but  one  hundred  thousand 

the  Freach 

vmy.  men,  rendered  disposable  by  the  peace  with  Austria 
and  the  evacuation  of  Walcheren,  were  crossing  or 
to  cross  the  western  Pyrenees.  The  first  detach- 
ments reinforced  the  divisions  in  the  field,  the  sue* 
ceeding  troops  formed  an  eighth  and  ninth  corps, 
and  the  former,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of 
Abrantes,  advancing  gradually  through  Old  Cas- 
tile, was  actually  in  the  plains  of  Valladolid  when 
Andalusia  was  invaded,  and  would,  in  conjunction 
with  Kellerman's  troops,  have  overwhelmed  the 
British  army  but  for  that  sagacity,  which  the 
French  with  derisive  but  natural  anger  and  the 
Spaniards  with  ingratitude,  have  termed  "  The 
selfish  caution  of  the  English  system.''  Truly, 
it  would  be  a  strange  thing,  to  use  so  noble 
and  costly  a  machine  as  a  British  army,  with 
all  its  national  reputation  to  support,   as  lightly 
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CHAP. 
I. 


as  those  Spanish  multitudes,  collected  in  a  day, 
dispersed  in    an  hour,  reassembled    again    with-'  ^^^^ 
out  difficulty,    incapable  of  attaining  and   conse- 
quently incapable  of  losing  any   military   repu- 
tation. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

^xi!^  The  greatness  of  tbe  French  reinforcements 
"dispelled  the  idea  of  offensive  operations.  Lord 
Wellington  turned  his  whole  attention  to  Portu- 
gal, and  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  change 
of  circumstances  the  ministers  consented  that  he 
should  undertake  its  defence;  yet  the  majority 
yielded  to  the  influence  of  his  brother  rather  than 
to  their  own  conviction  of  its  practicability,  and  they 
threw  the  responsibility  entirely  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  general.  The  deep  designs,  the  vast  combi- 
nations, the  mighty  efforts  by  which  he  worked 
out  the  deliverance  of  that  country  were  beyond 
the  compass  of  their  policy;  and  even  now  it  is 
easier  to  admire  than  to  comprehend  the  moral  in- 
trepidity which  sustained  him  under  so  many  diffi- 
culties, and  the  sagacity  which  enabled  him  to 
overcome  them ;  for  he  had  an  enemy  with  a  sharp 
sword  to  fight,  the  follies  and  fears  of  several  weak 
cabinets  to  correct,  the  snares  of  unprincipled  poli- 
ticians to  guard  against,  and  finally  to  oppose  public 
opinion.  Failure  was  every  where  anticipated,  and 
there  were  but  few  who  even  thought  him  serious 
in  his  undertaking. 

But  having  now  brought  the  story  of  the  war 
down  to  that  period  when  England,  setting  Portugal 
and  Spain  as  it  were  aside,  seriously  undertook  the 
contest  with  France,  it  will  be  well  to  take  a  survey 
of  the  respective  conditions  and  plans  of  the  belli- 
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gerents,  and  to  shew  how  great  the  preparations,   chap. 

how  prodigious  the  forces   on    both    sides,    and 

with  what  a  power  each  was  impelled  forward  to 
the  shock. 

State  of  the  French. — France,  victorious  and  in 
a  state  of  the  highest  prosperity,  could  with  ease, 
foniish  the  number  of  men  required  to  maintain  the 
struggle  in  the  Peninsula  for  many  years.  The  ut- 
most strength  of  the  Spaniards  had  been  proved, 
and  if  the  French  could  crush  the  British  armies, 
though  disorder  and  confusion  might  be  prolonged 
for  a  few  years,  no  effectual  resistance  could  be 
made ;  the  people  would,  as  in  the  war  of  succes- 
sion, gradually  accommodate  themselves  to  the 
change  of  dynasty,  and  the  more  easily  that  the 
little  worth  of  Ferdinand  was  now  demonstrated 
by  a  recent  effort  to  effect  his  escape.  Baron  Kolli, 
an  agent  employed  to  communicate  with  him,  had 
been  detected  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  an  agent 
of  the  French  police  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
real  intentions  of  the  captive  monarch ;  the  latter 
influenced  entirely  by  personal  fear  refused  to  make 
the  attempt  and  most  basely  denounced  the  sup- 
posed baron  to  the  French  government.  The  only 
real  obstacles  to  the  subjection  of  the  whole  Penin- 
sula were  Cadiz  and  Portugal.  The  strength  of 
the  former  was  precarious,  and  the  enormous  forces 
assembled  to  subdue  the  latter  appeared  to  be  equal 
to  the  task.  Yet  in  war,  there  are  always  circum- 
stances, which,  though  extraneous  to  the  military 
movements,  influence  them  as  much  as  the  wind 
influences  the  sailing  of  a  ship,  and  amongst  the 
most  important  of  these  must  be  reckoned  the  con- 
duct of  the  intrusive  king. 

Joseph  was  a  man  of  so  amiable  a  nature,  that 
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"xL^  even  the  Spaniards  never  accused  him  of  any  thing 
—  worse  than  heing  too  fond  of  social  pleasures.  But 
it  is  evident  that  he  was  unequal  to  his  task  and 
mistook  his  true  situation,  when,  resisting  Napoleon's 
policy,  he  claimed  the  treatment  of  an  independent 
king.  He  should  have  known  that  he  was  a  tool, 
and  in  Spain  could  only  be  a  tool  of  the  emperor  s. 
To  have  refused  a  crown  like  his  brother  Lucien 
would  have  been  heroic  firmness,  but  like  his  brother 
Louis,  first  to  accept  and  then  resist  the  hand  that 
conferred  it,  was  a  folly  which,  without  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  the  Spaniards,  threw  ftital  obstacles 
in  Napoleon's  path.  Joseph's  object  v^as  to  create 
a  Spanish  party  for  himself  by  gentle  and  just 
means  ;  but  the  scales  fell  from  the  hands  of  justice 
when  the  French  first  entered  the  Peninsula,  and 
while  the  English  supported  Spain  it  was  absurd  to 
expect  even  a  sullen  submission,  much  less  attach- 
ment from  a  nation  so  abused  :  neither  was  it  possi- 
ble to  recast  public  feeling  until  the  people  had 
passed  through  the  furnace  of  war.  The  French 
soldiers  were  in  Spain  for  conquest,  and  without 
them  the  intrusive  monarch  could  not  keep  his 
throne. 

Now  Joseph's  Spanish  ministers  were  men  who 
joined  him  upon  principle,  and  who,  for  from  shew- 
ing a  renegade  zeal  in  favour  of  the  French,  were 
as  ardently  attached  to  their  own  country  as  any  of 
those  who  shouted  for  Ferdinand  VII.  Whenever 
Spanish  interests  clashed,  and  that  was  constantly, 
with  those  of  the  French  armies,  they  as  well  as  the 
nS^'v  **'  ^^^S  invariably  supported  the  former ;  and  so  stren- 
sect.  1.  uously  that  in  Paris  it  was  even  reported  they 
intended  to  fall  on  the  emperor's  troops.  Thus 
civil  contention  weakened  the  military  operations, 
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and  obliged  Napoleon   either  to  take  the  command   ^"JJ^p- 
in  person,  or  to  ad(^t  a  system  which,  defective  in  * 
itself,  will  nevertheless  be  found  to  have  been  the 
best  adapted  to  the  actual  state  of  affairs. 

A  wise  policy  does  not  consist  in  pushing  any 
one  point  to  the  utmost  perfection  of  which  it  may 
be  susceptible,  but  in  regulating  and  balancing 
opposing  interests  in  such  a  manner  that  the  greatest 
benefit  shall  arise  from  the  working  of  the  whole. 
To  arrive  at  a  sound  judgement  of  Napoleon's  mea- 
sures, it  would  be  necessary  to  weigh  all  the  various 
interests  of  his  political  position,  and  there  are  not 
sufficient  materials  yet  before  the  world  to  do  this 
correctly ;  yet  we  may  be  certain  that  his  situation 
with  respect  both  to  foreign  and  domestic  policy 
required  extraordinary  management.  It  must  always 
be  remembered,  that  he  was  not  merely  a  con- 
queror, he  was  also  the  founder  of  a  political 
structure  too  much  exposed  to  storms  from  without 
to  bear  any  tampering  with  its  internal  supports. 
If  money  be  the  sinew  of  war  it  is  also  the  vital 
stream  of  peace,  and  there  is  nothing  more  re- 
markable in  Napoleon's  policy  than  the  care  with 
which  he  handled  financial  matters  :  he  avoided  as 
be  would  the  plague,  that  fictitious  system  of 
public  credit  so  fatuitously  cherished  in  England. 
Now  he  could  not  without  hurting  France  transmit 
large  quantities  of  gold  to  Spain,  and  the  only  re- 
source left  was  to  make  *'  the  war  maintain  the 
vjarJ"  But  Joseph's  desire  of  popularity,  and  the 
feeUngs  of  his  ministers,  were  alike  opposed  to  this 
system  ;  nor  were  the  proceeds  of  the  contributions 
always  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  troops.  This 
demanded  a  remedy,  yet  openly  to  declare  the 
king  of  no  consideration  would  have  been  impolitic 
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BOOK    in  the  highest  degree.     The  emperor  adopted  an 
■  intermediate  course,  and  formed  what  were  called 

"  particular  military  governments,''  such  as  Navarre, 
Aragon,  Catalonia,  and  Andalusia,  in  which  the 
marshal  or  general  named  governor,  possessed  both 
the  civil  and  military  power :  in  short  he  created 
See  Vol.  I.  viceroys  as  he  had  threatened  to  do  when  at  Ma- 
drid ;  and  though  many  disadvantages  attended  this 
arrangement,  it  appears  to  have  been  wise  and  con- 
sistent with  the  long  reach  which  distinguishes  all 
Napoleon's  measures. 

Many  persons,  principally  French,  eager  to  lower 
a  great  man*s  genius  to  their  own  level  have  asserted 
that  he  fomented  quarrels  between  his  marshals  to 
prevent  danger  to  his  throne,  and  these  military 
governments  were  adopted  with  that  view.  This  is 
absurd,  because  their  disagreements  were  more  sure 
to  be  fatal  to  him  than  their  combinations  against 
him.  Could  he  prevent  their  disputes  ?  The  plan 
of  the  military  governments  kept  them  separate  and 
defined  their  separate  powers  and  districts.  The 
real  disadvantages  of  it  were  that  it  mortally  of- 
fended the  king,  by  thwarting  his  plans  for  esta* 
NSriv"'  blishine  a  national   party :  that  many  of  the  go- 

Scct.2&3.  °  ^      I  .  ^*      X-  1 

vemors  were  wantonly  oppressive,  or  attentive  only 
to  their  own  situation  without  regarding  the  general 
objects  of  the  war ;  that  both  the  Spanish  ministers 
and  the  people  regarded  it  as  a  step  towards  dis- 
membering Spain,  especially  with  respect  to  the 
provinces  beyond  the  Ebro ;  indeed,  the  annexing 
those  parts  to  France,  if  not  resolved  upon  was  at 
one  time  contemplated  by  the  emperor. 

On  the  other  hand,  Joseph  was  not  a  general 
if^moires  cQual  to  the  times.     Napoleon  himself  admits,  that 

deSt.  He-    /  ,.  ^  .       .  ,. 

Une.        the  marauding  system  necessary  to  obtain  supplies, 
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joined  to  the  GaeriUa  warfare,  had  at  this  time  ^^j^^- 
relaxed  the  discipline  of  the  French  armies  and' 
introduced  a  horrible  licence,  while  the  military 
movements  were  feebly  pushed.  Hence,  perhaps, 
tbe  only  effectual  means  to  obtain  the  resources  of 
Spain  for  the  troops  with  least  devastation,  was  to 
nmke  the  success  of  each  "  corps  £armkt^'  and  the 
reputation  of  its  commander,  dependent  upon  the 
welfare  of  the  province  in  which  it  was  fighting. 
Some  of  the  commanders  indeed,  had  neither  the 
sense  nor  the  justice  to  fiilfil  this  expectation,  but 
others,  such  as  Soult  and  Suchet,  did  tranquillize 
the  people  and  yet  provided  all  necessary  things  for 
their  own  troops ;  results  which  would  certainly  not 
have  been  attained  under  the  supreme  government 
of  the  king,  because  he  knew  little  of  war,  loved 
pleasure,  was  too  easy  and  obliging  of  disposition, 
and  had  a  court  to  form,  and  maintain^  I  am  aware 
that  Soult  and  Suchet,  especially  the  former  were 
included  by  Joseph  amongst  those  who  by  op- 
pressing the  people  extended  the  spirit  of  resistance ; 
but  this  accusation  was  certainly  the  result  of 
personal  enmity,  and  facts  derived  from  less  inte- 
rested quarters,  as  well  as  the  final  results,  prove 
that  those  officers  had  a  longer  reach  in  their  policy 
than  the  king  could  understand. 

There  is  yet  another  view  in  which  the  matter 
may  be  considered.  Napoleon  says  he  left  many 
provinces  of  Italy  under  the  harsh  government  of 
Austria,  that  the  spirit  of  jealousy  common  to  the 
small  states  of  that  country  might  be  broken,  and 
the  whole  rendered  amenable  and  ready  to  assimi- 
late when  he  judged  time  ripe  to  re-form  one  great 
kingdom.  Now  the  same  policy  may  be  traced  in 
the  military  governments  of  Spain.     The  marshal's 
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®x?.^  sway,  however  wisely  adapted  to  circumstances, 
i3j^  being  still  the  offspring  of  war  and  violence,  was  of 
necessity  onerous  and  harsh ;  but  the  Peninsula  once 
subdued  this  system  would  have  been  replaced  by 
the  peaceful  government  of  the  king,  who  would 
then  have  been  regarded  as  a  deliverer.  Something 
of  this  nature  was  also  necessary  to  sweep  away 
the  peculiar  privileges  which  many  provinces  pos- 
sessed, and  of  which  they  were  extremely  tena- 
cious ;  and  the  iron  hand  of  war  only  could  intro- 
duce that  equality  which  was  the  principal  aim  and 
scope  of  the  constitution  of  Bayonne. 
^"h^'c' .  Nevertheless,  the  first  effects  of  establishing  this 
jj«2»»-  system  were  injurious  to  the  French  cause.  Fresh 
Mss.  contributions  were  exacted  to  supply  the  deficiency 
occasioned  by  the  cessation  of  succours  from 
France ;  and  to  avoid  these,  men  who  would  other- 
wise have  submitted  tranquilly  fled  from  the  military 
governments.  The  Partidas  also  suddenly  and 
greatly  increased,  and  a  fresh  difficulty  arose  about 
their  treatment  when  prisoners.  These  bodies,  al- 
though regardless  of  the  laws  of  war  themselves, 
claimed  all  the  rights  of  soldiers  from  their  adver- 
saries, and  their  claim  was  supported  by  the  Spa- 
nish government.  Thus,  when  Soult,  as  major- 
general  for  the  king,  proclaimed  that  military 
execution  would  be  done  on  the  bands  in  An- 
dalusia, as  assassins  beyond  the  pale  of  military 
law,  the  Regency  answered  by  a  retaliatory  declara- 
tion. And  both  parties  had  strong  grounds  for 
what  they  did.  The  Junta,  because  the  defence  of 
the  country  now  rested  chiefly  on  the  Partidas. 
Joseph,  because  the  latter  while  claiming  the  usages 
of  war  did  not  act  upon  them,  and  were  by  the 
Junta  encouraged  in  assassination.  Mina,  and  in- 
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deed  all  the  chtefs,   put  their  prisoners  to  death   ^h^p. 
whenever  it  became  inconvenient  to  keep  them :     ,  ,     ■ 

*  1810. 

Saraza  even  publicly  announced  his  hope  of  being 
able  to  capture  Madame  Suchet  when  she  wassocbet's 
pregnant,  that  he  might  murder  the  mother  and^*™**'"* 
in&nt  together!  And  such  things  were  common 
daring  this  terrible  war.  The  difficulties  occurring 
in  argument  were  however  overcome  in  practice : 
the  question  of  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  was 
generally  decided  by  granting  no  quarter  on  either 
side. 

Joseph,  incensed  at  the  edict  establishing  the  mi- 
litary governments,  sent  the  marquis  of  Almenara  to 
Paris,  to  remonstrate  with  his  brother,  and  to  com- 
plain of  the  violence  and  the  injustice  of  the  French 
generals,  especially  Ney  and  Kellerman ;  and  he  Appendix, 
denounced  one  act  of  the  latter  which  betrayed  the  SMtion  2. 
most  wanton  contempt  of  justice  and  propriety ; 
namely,  the  seizure  of  the  national  archives  at  Si- 
inancas,  by  which  infinite  confusion  was  produced 
and  the  utmost  indignation  excited  without  the 
slightest  benefit  political  or  military.  Another  ob- 
ject of  Almenara's  mission  was  to  ascertain  if  there 
was  really  any  intention  of  seizing  the  provinces 
beyond  the  Ebro,  which  gave  rise  to  a  curious  in- 
trigue. For  his  correspondence  being  intercepted 
was  brought  to  Mr.  Stuart  the  British  envoy,  and 
he,  in  concert  with  Romana  and  Cabanes  the  Spa- 
nish historian,  simulating  the  style  and  manner  of 
Napoleon's  state-papers,  composed  a  counterfeit 
senatus  consultum  and  decree  for  annexing  the  pro- 
vinces beyond  the  Ebro  to  France.  This  was  so 
cleverly  done  and  transmitted  to  Joseph  that  he 
believed  it  real  and  his  fears  and  discontent  were  Appendix, 
greatly  increased  ;  meanwhile  his  distress  for  money  section's. 
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^x?*^   was  so  extreme  that  his  ministers  even   were  at 


times  actually  destitute  of  food. 

These  political  affairs  impeded  the  action  of  the 
armies,  but  the  intrinsic  strength  of  the  latter  was 
truly  formidable.  Reckoning  the  king's  French 
guards,  the  force  in  the  Peninsula  was  not  less  than 
three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  men  and  eighty 
thousand  horses.  Of  these,  forty-eight  thousand 
men  were  in  hospital,  four  thousand  were  prisoners, 
Appendix,  and  twenty-nine  thousand  were  detached  j  leaving 
Section  1.  nearly  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  fighting 
men  actually  under  arms,  ready  either  for  battle  or 
siege  :  and  there  was  a  fresh  reserve,  eighteen  thou- 
sand strong,  in  march  to  enter  Spain.  In  July  this 
prodigious  force  was  organized  and  distributed  in 
the  following  manner : — 

Governments  or  Armies  in  the  2<f  Line, 

Total  StMngth. 

1.  Catalonia Seyenth  corps •    Dakeof  Tarento. .  55,647 

2.  Aragon Third  corps •••    Oen.  Sachet  ••..  SS/Nff 

r Detachments   and  a) 
S.  Navarre ^      division  of  ttie  Im-  SOen.  Reille 81,887 


r Detachments   and  a"! 

<      division  of  ttielm-  >6en. 

C     perial  Guards ....  3 


4.  Biscay Detachments Gen.  Caffarelli  • .    6^70 

6.  Old  Castile,  com-jT  Diyisions  of  the  Im-  '^ 

prising  Burgos,    <      perial  Guards  and  >Gen.  Dorsenne  .  •  10,903 

A  randa,  and  Soria(.     OaTalry j 

6.  Valladolid,  &c.  ••     Detachments Gen.  Rellerman.*    6,474 

7.  Astorias  • One  dWision* •    Gen.  Bonet •»896 

Total  for  the  goremments. . .  •  145,786 

Armies  in  tke  1st  lAne. 

Army  t^  the  South,  composed  of  the  first,  fourth,  and  fifth  corps, 
under  the  command  of  Sonlt 79,760 

Army  qf  the  Centre,  composed  of  the  Royal  Guards,  two  divi- 
sions of  infantry,  and  two  of  cavalry,  under  the  peraonal 
command  of  the  king 24487 

Army  of  Partugalf  composed  of  a  reserve  of  cavalry  and  the 
second,  sixth ,  and  eighth  corps,  under  the  comma  od  of  Massena    86,806 

The  ninth  corps,  commanded  by  general  Drouet,  distributed  by 
diTisions  along  the  great  line  of  communicatioti  from  Vittoria 
to  Valladolid 28,815 

A  division  under  genenl  Serras,  employed  as  a  noveable  column 
to  protect  the  rear  of  the  army  of  Portugal •     10,606 

218,278 
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The  plan  of  inyasioii  was  determined  in  three  ^^^^' 
distinct  lines,  namely,  the  third  and  seventh  corps 
on  the  left ;  the  army  of  the  south  in  the  centre ; 
the  army  of  Portugal  on  the  right.  But  the  inte- 
rior circle  was  still  held  by  the  French,  and  their 
lines  of  communicaton  were  crowded  with  troops. 

State  of  Spain. — On  the  right,  the  armies  of 
Valencia  and  Catalonia  were  opposed  to  the  third 
and  seventh  corps,  yet  their  utmost  efforts  could 
only  retard,  not  prevent  the  sieges  of  Taragona  and 
Tortoza.  In  the  centre,  the  Murcian  troops  and 
those  assembled  at  Cadiz,  were  only  formidable  by 
the  assistance  of  the  British  force  under  general 
Graham.  On  the  left,  Romana,  supported  by  the 
frontier  fortresses,  maintained  a  partizan  warfare 
from  Alburquerque  to  Ayamonte,  but  he  looked  to 
Hill  for  safety  and  to  Portugal  for  refuge.  In  the 
north,  the  united  forces  of  Gallicia  and  Asturia  did 
not  exceed  fifteen  thousand  men;  and  Mahi  declared 
his  intention  of  retiring  to  Coruna  if  Bonet  advanced 
beyond  the  frontiers.  Indeed,  the  Gallioians  were 
80  backward  to  join  the  armies,  that  at  a  later 
period  Contreras  was  used  to  send  through  the  Memoin 
country  moveable  columns  attended  by  an  execu-  ws,  pab^ 
tioner,  to  oblige  the  villages  to  furnish  their  quota  hfn^f.^ 
of  men.  Yet  with  all  this  severity,  and  with  money 
and  arms  continually  ftimished  by  England,  Gal- 
licia never  was  of  any  signal  service  to  the  British 
operations. 

But  as  in  the  human  body,  livid  spots  and  blotches 
mark  the  decay  of  vital  strength,  so  in  Spain  the 
Partidas  suddenly  and  surprisingly  increased  as  the 
regular  armies  dbappeared.  Many  persons  joined 
these  bands  as  a  refuge  from  starvation ;  others 
from  a  desire  to  revenge  the  licentious  conduct  of 
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^xi."^  *^^  marauding  French  columns ;  and  finally  the 
—  Regency,  desirous  of  pushing  the  system  to  its 
utmost  extent,  established  secret  Guerilla  Juntas  ia 
each  province,  enjoining  them  diligently  to  collect 
stores  and  provisions  in  secure  places.  District 
inspectors  and  paymasters,  selected  by  the  nearest 
general  officer  in  command  of  regular  troops,  were 
also  appointed  as  superintendents  of  details  relative 

Mt's^Pa"    *o  ^^^  discipline   and   payment  of    the   Partidas. 

pew,Mss.  Particular  tracts  were  charged  with  the  supplies, 
each  according  to  the  means,  and  every  province 
was  divided  into  three  parts,  each  part,  following 
its  population,  being  to  furnish  seven  eight  or  nine 
squadrons  of  this  irregular  force,  and  all,  when 
circumstances  required  it,  were  to  unite  and  act  in 
mass. 

The  first  burst  of  these  bands  occasioned  the 
French  considerable  loss,  impeded  their  communi- 
cations and  created  great  alarm.  It  was  a  second 
insurrection  of  the  whole  country.  The  Murcians 
in  concert  with  the  peasants  of  Grenada  and  Jaen, 
waged  war  in  the  mountains  of  Andalusia.  Fran- 
quisetto  and  Palarea  beset  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ciudad  Real  and  Toledo  in  La  Mancha.  El  Prin- 
cipe, Saornil,  Temprano,  and  Juan  Abril,  keeping 
the  circuit  of  the  Carpentino  mountains  from  the 
Somosierra  to  Avila,  descended  sometimes  on  the 
side  of  New,  sometimes  on  the  side  of  Old  Castile, 
sometimes  in  Estremadura ;  they  carried  off  small 
French  posts  even  close  to  the  capital,  and  slew 
the  governor  of  Segovia  at  the  very  gates  of  that 
town.  On  the  other  side  of  Madrid,  Duran  with 
two  thousand  men,  and  the  Empecinado  with  twelve 
hundred  cavalry  and  infantry,  kept  the  hills  above 
Guadalaxara  as  far  as  Cuenca,  and  they  ventured 
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sometimes  to  give  battle  in  the  plain.  Espoz  y  ^J^^^- 
Mina  was  always  formidable  in  Navarre.  Longa— — — 
and  Campillo,  having  more  than  two  thousand  men, 
harassed  Biscay  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Vittoria. 
The  chain  of  communication  between  these  great 
bands  and  the  Empecinado  was  maintained  by 
Amor,  Merino,  and  the  Friar  Sapia ;  the  two  first 
acting  about  Burgos,  the  third  holding  the  moun- 
tains above  Soria.  In  the  Asturias,  Escaidron 
continually  hung  upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  Bonet, 
between  St.  Andero  and  Oviedo.  He  acted  in  con- 
cert with  Campillo  on  one  side  and  with  Porlier  on 
the  other,  and  this  last  chief,  sometimes  throwing 
himself  into  the  mountains  on  the  borders  of  Gal- 
licia  sometimes  sailing  from  Corufia,  constantly 
troubled  the  Asturias  by  his  enterprises.  All  these 
bands  were  vexatious,  though  few  were  really  for- 
midable. To  curb  them,  the  French  fortified  all 
their  posts  of  communication  and  correspondence, 
and  they  slew  numbers,  most  of  them  being  robbers 
who  under  pretence  of  acting  against  the  enemy 
piUaged  their  own  countrymen :  but  enough  has 
been  said  upon  this  subject. 

While  reduced  to  this  irregular  warfare  to  prevent 
the  entire  submission  of  Old  Spain,  the  Regency, 
with  inconceivable  folly  and  injustice,  were  aliena- 
ting the  affections  of  their  colonies  and  provoking 
civil  war,  as  if  the  terrible  struggle  in  the  Peninsula 
were  not  suflicient  for  the  ruin  of  their  country. 
The  independence  of  Spain  was  with  them  of  su- 
bordinate interest  to  the  continuance  of  oppression 
in  South  America,  and  money,  arms,  and  troops, 
were  withdrawn  from  the  Peninsula  to  subdue  the 
so-called  rebellious  colonists.  Nor  was  any  reflec- 
tion made  on  the  inconsistency,  of  expecting  Na- 
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BOOK  poleon's  innumerable  hosts  to  be  beaten  close  to 
-their  own  doors  by  Guerilla  operations,  and  yet 
attempting,  with  a  few  divisions,  to  crush  whole 
nations  acting  in  the  same  manner  at  three  thou- 
sand miles  distance.  Such  being  the  state  of 
French  and  Spanish  affairs,  it  remains  to  examine 
the  condition  of  England  and  Portugal,  as  affecting 
the  war  in  the  Peninsula. 

England.^-An  this  country  the  ministers'  policy 
resolved  itself  into  three  principal  points  :  1°.  The 
fostering  the  public  inclination  for  the  war ;  2°.  The 
furnishing  money  for  the  expenses ;  3®,  The  recruit- 
ing of  the  armies.  The  last  was  provided  for  by 
an  act  passed  in  the  early  part  of  1809,  which 
offered  eleven  guineas  bounty  to  men  passing  from 
the  militia  to  the  line,  and  ten  guineas  to  recruits 
for  the  militia;  this  was  found  to  furnish  about 
twenty-four  thousand  men  in  the  year.  The  other 
points  were  not  so  easily  disposed  of.  The  oppo- 
sition in  parliament  was  powerful,  eloquent,  and 
not  very  scrupulous.  The  desperate  shifts  which 
formed  the  system  of  the  ministers  were  indeed  justly 
attacked,  but  when  particulars  touching  the  contest 
in  Portugal  were  discussed,  faction  was  apparent. 
Thus  Beresford's  report  as  to  the  numbers  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  native  forces  was  most  unjustly  ques- 
tioned ;  and  the  notion  of  a  successful  resistance  in 
Portugal  was  assailed  by  argument  and  by  ridicule, 
until  doubt  was  widely  spread  in  England,  and  dis- 
affection wonderfully  encouraged  in  Portugal;  nor 
was  the  mischief  thus  caused  one  of  the  smallest 
difficulties  encountered  by  the  English  general. 

On  the  other  side,  the  ministers,  trusting  to  their 
majorities  in  parliament,  reasoned  feebly  and  igno- 
rantly,   yet  wilfully  and  like  men  expecting  that 
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fortune  would  befriend  them  they  knew  not  why  or  ^"f /"• 
wherefore.  They  dealt  also  more  largely  than  their " 
adversaries  in  misrepresentations  to  mislead  the 
public  mind.  Every  treasury  newspaper  teemed 
with  accounts  of  battles  which  were  never  fought, 
plans  which  were  never  arranged,  places  taken 
which  were  never  attacked,  victories  gained  where 
no  armies  were.  The  plains  of  the  Peninsula  could 
scarcely  contain  the  innumerable  forces  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese,  and  cowardice,  weak- 
ness, treachery  and  violence  were  the  only  attri- 
butes of  the  enemy ;  if  a  battle  was  expected  his 
numbers  were  contemptible,  if  a  victory  was  gained 
his  host  was  countless.  Members  of  parliament 
related  stories  of  the  enemy  which  had  no  founda- 
tion in  truth,  and  nothing  that  consummate  art  of 
intrigue  could  bring  to  aid  party  spirit  and  to  stifle 
reason  was  neglected. 

But  the  great  and  permanent  difliculty  was  to 
raise  money.  The  country  was  inundated  with 
bank-not^s,  and  destitute  ,of  gold.  Napoleon's 
continental  system  burthened  commerce,  the  ex- 
changes were  continually  rising  against  England, 
and  all  the  evils  which,  sooner  or  later,  are  the  ine- 
vitable result  of  a  factitious  currency  were  too  per- 
ceptible to  be  longer  disregarded  in  parliament.  A 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter  in  the 
session  of  1810,  made  a  report  in  which  the  evils  of 
the  existing  sydtem  and  the  causes  of  the  deprecia- 
tion were  elaborately  treated,  and  the  necessity  of 
returning  to  cash  payments  enforced :  but  the 
authors  did  not  perceive,  or  at  least  did  not  touch 
upon  the  injustice  and  ruin  attending  the  full  pay- 
ment in  coin  of  debts  contracted  in  a  depreciated 
paper  currency.     The  celebrated  writer,  William 
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^ii.^  Cobbett,  did  not  fail,  however,  to  point  out  this, 
— —  and  subsequent  experience  has  confirmed  his  views. 
The  government  first  endeavoured  to  stave  off 
Paper  '  the  bulliou  question;  but  soon  finding  they  must 
cSd!*  either  abandon  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  the 
Peninsula,  or  deny  the  facts  adduced  by  the  com- 
mittee they  adopted  the  latter.  On  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Vansittart,  the  house  voted  in  substance  that 
a  pound  note  and  a  shilling  were  equal  in  value  to 
a  golden  guinea  of  full  weight,  although  light 
guineas  were  then  openly  sold  at  twenty-eight  shil- 
lings each.  Lord  King,  by  demanding  gold  from 
those  of  his  tenants  whose  leases  were  drawn  before 
the  depreciation  of  bank-notes,  exposed  the  fraud 
and  hollowness  of  the  system  ;  and  the  vote  of  the 
Commons,  although  well  calculated  to  convince  the 
minister's  opponents  that  no  proposition  could  be 
too  base  or  absurd  to  meet  with  support  in  the  exist- 
ing parliament,  did  not  remove  the  difficulties  of 
raising  money.  No  resource  remained  except  that 
of  the  desperate  spendthrift,  who  never  intending  to 
pay  cares  not  on  what  terms  he  supplies  his  present 
necessities.  England  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  war  had  obtained  a  monopoly  of  the 
world's  commerce  by  sea,  and  the  ministers  declar- 
ing therefore  that  her  prosperity  was  unexampled, 
began  a  career  of  military  expense  the  like  of  which 
no  age  or  nation  had  ever  beheld  before  :  yet  with- 
out one  reasonable  hope  of  ultimate  success  save  the 
genius  of  their  general,  which  they  but  half  appre- 
ciated, and  which  the  first  bullet  might  extinguish 
for  ever. 

State  of  Portugal. — In  this  country  three  parties 
were  apparent.  That  of  the  people  ready  to  peril 
body   and   goods  for  independence.     That  of  the 
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fdalgos,  who  thought  to  profit  from  the  nation's 
energy  without  any  diminution  of  ancient  abuses. - 
That  of  the  disaffected^  who  desired  the  success  of 
the  French,  some  as  thinking  that  an  ameliorated 
government  must  follow,  some  from  mere  baseness 
of  nature.  This  party  looked  to  have  Aloma,  Pam- 
plona, and  Gomez  Freire  as  chiefs,  if  the  enemy 
triumphed.  In  common  with  many  othisrs  those 
noblemen  had  entered  the  French  service  under  the 
authority  of  their  prince's  edict  issued  when  Junot 
took  possession  of  Portugal;  but  when  Massena's 
invasion  was  projected,  Freire  more  honourable  than 
his  companions  reftised  to  bear  arms  against  his 
country :  the  other  two  had  no  scruples,  and  Pam- 
plona even  sketched  a  plan  of  operations  which  is 
at  this  day  in  the  French  military  archives. 

The  great  body  of  the  people,  despising  both 
their  civil  governors  and  military  chiefs,  relied  on 
the  British  general  and  army;  but  the  fidalgos 
working  in  unison  with  and  supported  by  the  re- 
gency, were  a  powerful  body  whose  political  pro- 
ceedings after  the  departure  of  sir  John  Cradock 
demand  notice.  The  patriarch,  formerly  bishop  of 
Oporto,  the  marquis  de  Olhao  called  the  Mon- 
teiro  Mor,  and  the  marquess  of  Das  Minas,  com- 
posed the  regency  ;  but  they,  and  every  other  mem- 
ber of  the  government  were  jealous  of  each  other, 
exceedingly  afraid  of  their  superiors  in  the  Brazils, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  secretary,  Miguel 
Forjas,  unanimous  in  support  of  abuses.  The  mili- 
tary organization  carried  on  by  Beresford  being  only 
a  restoration  of  the  ancient  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try was  necessarily  hateful  to  the  regency  and  to 
the  fidalgQS,  because  both  profited  from  their  dege- 
neracy.     Their   discontent  joined   to   unavoidable 
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^^   difficulties  in  finance  and  other  matters,  greatly  re- 


tarded the  progress  of  the  regular  army  towards 
efficiency  during  1809,  and  rendered  the  efforts  to 
organize  the  militia,  and  ordenan^a,  nearly  nuga- 
tory. However,  the  energetic  eflforts  of  Wellington 
and  Beresford,  aided  by  Forjas,  proved  so  disagree- 
able to  Das  Minas,  who  was  in  bad  health,  that  he 
resigned,  and  immediately  became  a  centre  round 
which  all  discontented  persons,  and  they  were  nei- 
ther few  nor  inactive,  gathered.  The  times  neces- 
sarily permitted  an  unusual  freedom  in  discussing 
public  affairs  in  Lisbon,  and  it  naturally  followed 
that  the  views  of  designing  men  were  most  obtruded. 
These  opinions  being  repeated  in  the  English  par- 
liament, were  published  in  the  English  newspapers, 
and  re-echoed  in  Lisbon,  as  if  they  were  new.  Thus 
a  picture  of  affairs,  painted  in  the  most  glaring 
colours  of  misrepresentation,  was  continually  exposed 
when  the  safety  of  the  country  depended  upon  the 
devoted  submission  of  the  people. 

After  Das  Minas'  resignation,  Mr.  Stuart  and 
three  Portuguese,  namely,  Antonio,  called  the  Prin- 
cipal Souza,  the  Conde  de  Redondo,  and  doctor 
Noguiera,  were  added  to  the  regency  by  an  intrigue 
which  shall  be  hereafter  noticed.  The  last  was  a 
man  of  talent  and  discretion,  but  Souza,  daring,  rest- 
less, irritable,  indefatigable,  and  a  consummate  in- 
triguer, created  the  utmost  disorder.  Seeking  con- 
stantly to  thwart  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
generals,  he  was  strenuously  assisted  by  the  pa- 
triarch, whose  violence  and  ambition  were  no  way 
diminished  and  whose  influence  amongst  the  people 
was  still  very  considerable.  An  exceedingly  power- 
ful cabal  was  thus  formed,  whose  object  was  to  ob- 
tain the  supreme  direction  of  the  civil  and  miUtary 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  247 


afikirs,  and  to  control  both  Wellington  and  Beres- 
ford.  The  Conde  Linhares,  head  of  the  Souza 
family,  was  prime  minister  in  the  Brazils ;  the  Prin- 
cipal was  in  the  regency  at  Lisbon ;  the  chevalier 
Souza  was  envoy  at  the  British  court,  and  a  fourth 
of  the  family,  don  Pedro  de  Souza,  was  in  a  like 
situation  near  the  Spanish  regency.  Playing  into 
each  others'  hands  under  the  guidance  of  the  subtle 
Principal,  they  concocted  very  dangerous  intrigues, 
and  their  proceedings,  as  might  be  expected,  were 
at  first  supported  with  a  high  hand  by  the  cabinet 
of  Rio  Janeiro.  Lord  Wellesley's  energetic  inter- 
ference reduced  the  latter  indeed  to  a  reasonable 
disposition,  yet  the  cabal  secretly  continued  their 
machinations,  and  what  they  dared  not  attempt  by 
force  they  sought  to  attain  by  artifice. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1809,  Mr.  Villiers 
had,  fortunately  for  the  cause,  been  replaced  as 
envoy  by  Mr.  Charles  Stuart,  a  gentleman  well 
experienced  in  the  afiairs  of  the  Peninsula.  Dis- 
daining  the  petty  jealousies  which  had  hitherto 
marked  the  intercourse  of  the  principal  political 
agents  with  the  generals,  he  immediately  applied 
his  powerful  understanding  and  resolute  temper 
to  forward  the  views  of  lord  Wellington ;  and  it  is 
undoubted,  that  the  dangerous  political  crisis  which 
followed  his  arrival,  could  not  have  been  sustained, 
if  a  diplomatist  less  firm,  less  able,  or  less  willing 
to  support  the  plans  of  the  commander  had  been 
employed. 

To  resist  the  French  was  the  desire  of  two  of  the 
three  parties  in  Portugal,  but  with  the  fidalgos  it 
was  a  question  of  interest  more  than  of  patriotism. 
Yet  less  sagacious  than  the  clergy,  the  great  body 
of  which  perceiving  that  they  must  stand  or  fall 
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^xif  w**^  the  English  aimy  heartily  aided  the  cause, 
■  the  fidalgos  clung  rather  to  the  regency.  Now  the 
caballers  in  that  body,  being  the  same  people  that 
had  opposed  sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  desired  not  only 
to  beat  the  enemy,  but  to  establish  the  supremacy 
of  the  northern  provinces,  of  which  they  themselves 
were  the  lords,  in  the  administration  of  the  country, 
and  would  consent  to  no  operations  militating 
against  this  design.  And  to  this  obstacle  was 
added  the  natural  indolence  of  the  people,  which 
fostered  by  the  negligence  and  fears  of  the  regency 
rendered  it  most  difficult  to  obtain  the  execution 
of  any  works,  or  the  fiilfilment  of  any  agreement 
in  which  the  Portuguese  government  or  the  civil 
authorities  were  concerned. 

Another  spring  of  political  action  was  the  hatred 
and  jealousy  of  Spain  common  to  the  whole  Por- 
tuguese nation.  It  created  difficulties  during  the 
military  operations,  but  it  had  one  advantageous 
effect  upon  the  people  in  their  intercourse  with  the 
British.  For  when  the  Spaniards  shewed  a  dis- 
trust of  their  allies,  the  Portuguese  were  more 
minded  to  rely  implicitly  on  the  latter,  to  prove 
that  they  had  no  feeling  in  common  with  their 
neighbours.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  mutual  disr 
like,  the  princess  Carlotta,  wife  to  the  Prince  Regent 
and  sister  to  Ferdinand,  claimed  not  only  the  suc- 
cession to  the  throne  of  Spain,  in  the  event  of  her 
brother's  death  or  perpetual  captivity,  but  the  im- 
mediate government  of  the  whole  Peninsula  as 
hereditary  Regent. 

To  persuade  the  Spanish  tribunals  to  acknow- 
ledge her  claim  was  the  object  of  Pedro  Souza's 
mission  to  Cadiz,  and  the  great  council  of  Castile, 
always  anxious  to  overthrow  the  Spanish  regency, 
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readily  recognized  Carlotta's  pretensions  in  virtue  ^If.**' 
of  the  decision  of  the  secret  Cortes  of  1789  which     j^^q 
abolished  the  Salique  law  of  Philip  the  Fifth.     But 
the  regents  would  pay  no  attention  to  them.     Souza 
however  renewed   his  intrigues  when  the  Cortes 
assembled,  and  having  by  corruption  obtained  from 
the  majority  of  the  meinbers  a  secret  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  princess's  claim  was  full  of  hope  when 
his  further  progress  was  suddenly  arrested  by  lord 
Wellington,   who  foresaw  that  his  success  would 
affect,  not  only  the  military  operations  in  Portugal 
by  placing  them  under  the  control  of  the  Spanish 
government,  but  the  policy  of  England  afterwards 
if  power  over  the  whole  Peninsula  was  suffered 
thus  to  centre  in  one  family.     Moreover,  although 
at  first  he  thought  it  might  prove  beneficial  in  the 
event  of  the  Peninsula  being  conquered,  he  soon 
judged   it  a  scheme  concocted  at  Rio  Janeiro   to 
embarrass   himself    and    Beresford ;    for  it  was  at 
first  kept  secret  from  the  British  Cabinet,  and  it 
was  proposed  that  the  princess  should  reside  at 
Madeira,  where   surrounded   by  the   contrivers  of 
this  plan   she  could  only  have  acted  under  their 
directions.     Thus  it  is  plain  that  arrogance,  deceit, 
negligence  in  business,  and  personal  intrigues,  were 
common  to  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  govern- 
ments; and  why  they  did   not  produce  the  same 
fatal  effects  in  the  one  as  in  the  other  country  will 
be  shewn  in  the  succeeding  chapters. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

^XL^  When  lord  Wellington  required  thirty  thousand 
British  troops  to  defend  Portugal,  he  had  reference 
to  the  number  that  could  be  fed  and  managed  with 
such  an  inexperienced  staff  and  civil  administratioQ 
as  that  of  the  English  army  rather  than  to  what  was 
necessary  to  fight  the  enemy ;  and  hence  it  was, 
that  he  declared  success  would  depend  upon  the 
exertions  and  devotion  of  the  native  forces.  Yet 
knowing  from  recent  experience  in  Spain,  what 
passions,  prejudices,  and  abuses  would  meet  him 
at  every  turn,  he  would  trust  neither  the  simple 
enthusiasm  of  the  people  nor  the  free  promises  of 
their  governors.  He  insisted  that  his  own  authority 
as  marshal-general  of  Portugal  should  be  indepen- 
Appendix,  dent  of  the  local  government,  and  absolute  over  all 
8ec't.9.  arrangements  concerning  the  English  and  Portu- 
guese forces,  whether  regulars,  militia,  or  "  orde- 
nan^as;"  for  his  designs  were  vast,  and  such  as 
could  only  be  effected  by  extraordinary  means. 

Armed  with  this  power  and  with  the  influence 
derived  from  the  money  supplied  by  England,  be 
first  called  upon  the  Regency  to  revive  and  enforce 
the  ancient  military  laws  of  the  realm,  by  which  all 
men  were  to  be  enrolled  and  bear  arms.  That 
effected,  he  demanded  that  the  people  should  be 
warned  and  commanded  to  destroy  their  mills,  re- 
move their  boats,  break  down  their  bridges,  lay 
waste  their  fields,  abandon  their   dwellings,   and 
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carry  oflF  their  property  on  whatever  line  the  in-  ^f^^' 
vadere  should  peneti*ate.  And  that  this  might  be  — — — 
deliberately  and  eflfectually  performed,  he  designed 
to  oppose  the  enemy  with  the  regular  allied  forces 
in  such  sort,  that  without  bringing  on  a  decisive 
battle,  the  latter  should  yet  be  obliged  to  keep  con- 
stantly in  a  mass,  while  the  whole  population,  con- 
verted into  soldiers,  should  close  on  the  rear  and 
flanks,  and  cut  off  all  resources  save  those  carried 
m  the  midst  of  the  troops. 

But  it  was  evident,  that  if  the  French  could  find 
or  carry  supplies  sufficient  to  maintain  themselves 
until  the  British  commander  should  be  forced  to 
embark  or  be  defeated,  the  whole  of  this  system 
must  necessarily  fall  to  pieces  and  the  miserable 
mined  people  submit  without  further  struggle.  To 
avoid  such  a  calamitous  termination,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  find  a  position  covering  Lisbon,  where  the 
allied. forces  could  neither  be  turned  by  the  flanks, 
nor  forced  in  front  by  numbers,  nor  reduced  by 
famine,  and  from  which  a  free  communication 
could  be  kept  up  with  the  irregular  troops  closing 
round  the  enemy.  The  mountains  filling  the 
tongue  of  land  upon  which  Lisbon  is  situated, 
famished  this  key-stone  to  the  arch  of  defence. 
Accurate  plans  of  all  the  positions  had  been  made 
under  the  directions  of  sir  Charles  Stuart  in  1799, 
and  were,  together  with  the  French  colonel  Vin- 
cent's minutes,  in  lord  Wellington's  possession. 
From  those  documents  the  original  notion  of  the 
celebrated  lines  of  Torres  Vedras  is  said  to  have 
been  derived ;  but  the  above-named  officers  only 
contemplated  such  a  defence  as  might  be  made 
by  an  army  in  movement  before  an  equal  or  a 
greater  force.     It  was  lord  Wellington,  who  first 
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BOOK  conceived  the  design  of  turning  those  vast  moun- 
tains  into  one  stupendous  and  impregnable  citadel, 
wherein  to  deposit  the  independence  of  the  whole 
Peninsula. 

Hereafter  the  Lines  shall  be  described  more  mi- 
nutely,  at  present  it  must  suffice  to  observe,  that 
intrenchments,  inundations,  and  redoubts,  secured 
more  than  five  hundred  square  miles  of  moun- 
tainous country  lying  between  the  Tagus  and  the 
ocean.  Nor  was  this  the  most  gigantic  part  of  the 
English  general's  undertaking.  He  was  a  foreigner, 
ill  supported  by  his  own  government,  holding 
power  under  that  of  Portugal  by  a  precarious 
tenure,  and  vehemently  opposed  by  the  local  autho- 
ritieSt  by  the  ministers,  and  by  the  nobility  of  that 
country.  Yet  in  this  apparently  weak  position  he 
undertook  to  overcome  the  abuses  engendered  by 
centuries  of  misgovernment,  and  make  a  slothful 
people  arise  in  arms,  devastate  their  lands,  and 
follow  him  to  battle  against  the  most  formidable 
power  of  modem  times.     And  he  succeeded. 

His  first  effort  was  the  revival  of  the  ancient 
military  laws,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  secret 
opposition  of  the  regency  and  the  fidalgos  he  did  so 
effectually,  that  the  returns  for  the  month  of  May 
gave  a  gross  number  of  more  than  four  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  men  in  arms,  of  which  about 
fifty  thousand  were  regular  troops,  fifty-five  thou- 
sand militia,  and  the  remainder  '^  ordenan^as." 
This  multitude  was  however  necessarily  subject  to 
many  deductions.  The  *'  capitans  mor^''  or  chiefs 
of  districts,  were  at  first  exceedingly  remiss  in  their 
duty,  the  fidalgos  evaded  service  by  the  connivance 
of  the  government,  the  total  number  of  **  orde- 
nanfjas"  really  assembled,  fell  far  short  of  the  re- 
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toras,  and  all  were  ill-armed.  This  also  was  the  ^^^j^*** 
case  with  the  militia.  Only  thirty-two  thousand - 
had  muskets  and  bayonets,  and  deserters  were  so 
numerous,  and  the  native  authorities  connived  at 
absence  under  false  pretences,  to  such  an  extent, 
that  scarcely  twenty-six  thousand  ever  remained 
with  their  colours.  The  regular  troops  were  more 
efficient,  thirty  thousand  of  them  in  the  pay  of  Eng- 
land were  completely  equipped,  clothed,  disciplined, 
and  for  the  most  part  commanded  by  British  offi- 
cers ;  but  deduction  being  made  for  sick  men  and 
recruits,  the  actual  number  under  arms  did  not  ex- 
ceed twenty-four  thousand  infantry,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  cavalry,  and  three  thousand  artillery. 
The  disposable  native  force  was  therefore  only  fifty- 
six  thousand  men,  one-half  of  which  were  militia. 

At  this  period,  the  British  troops  employed  in 
the  Peninsula,  exclusive  of  the  garrison  of  Gib- 
raltar, somewhat  exceeded  thirty-eight  thousand 
men  of  all  arms,  of  which  six  thousand  were  in 
hospital  or  detached,  and  above  seven  thousand  were 
in  Cadiz.  Thus  the  latter  city  was  protected  by 
an  allied  force  of  nearly  thirty  thousand  men,  while 
the  army  on  whose  exertions  the  fate  of  the  Penin- 
sula rested,  was  reduced  to  twenty-five  thousand 
British.  This  was  the  ministers',  not  the  general's 
arrangement,  and  hence,  the  ordenan^as  being  set 
aside,  the  actual  force  at  the  disposition  of  lord 
Wellington  cannot  be  estimated  higher  than  eighty 
thousand  men,  while  the  frontier  to  defend,  reckon- 
ing from  Braganza  to  Ayamonte,  was  four  hundred 
miles  long. 

The  great  military  features,  and  the  arrange- 
ments made   to  take  advantage   of  them  in  con- 
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^XL*    formity  with  the  general  plan  of  defence,  shall  now 
'  be  described. 


1810. 

The  Portuguese  land  frontier  presents  four  great 
divisions  open  to  invasion  : — 

P.  The  northern  line  of  the  Entre  Minho  and 
the  Tras  os  Montes,  extending  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Minho,  to  Miranda  on  the  Douro. 

2^.  The  eastern  line  of  the  Tras  os  Montes  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  the  Douro  from  Miranda  to 
Castel  Rodrigo. 

3°.  The  frontier  of  Beira  from  Castel  Rodriffo  to 
Rosaminhal  on  the  Tagus. 

4°.  The  Alemtejo  and  the  Algarve  frontiers, 
stretching  in  one  line  from  the  Tagus  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Guadiana. 

These  divisions  may  be  simplified  with  respect 
to  the  military  aspect  of  the  country.  For  Lisbon 
taken  as  the  centre,  and  the  distance  from  thence 
to  Oporto  as  the  radius,  a  sweep  of  the  compass  to 
Rosaminhal  will  trace  the  frontier  of  Beira;  and 
the  space  lying  between  this  arc,  the  Tagus,  and 
the  sea-coast,  furnished  the  main  body  of  the  de- 
fence. The  southern  and  northern  provinces  bein^ 
considered  as  the  wings,  were  rendered  subservient 
to  the  defence  of  the  whole;  yet  each  had  a 
separate  system  for  itself,  based  on  the  one  general 
principle,  that  the  country  should  be  wasted  and 
the  best  troops  opposed  to  the  enemy  without  risk- 
ing a  decisive  action,  while  the  irregular  forces 
closed  round  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  invaders. 

The  northern  and  southern  provinces  have  been 
already  described,  Beira  remains  to  be  noticed. 
Separated  by  the  Douro  from  the  Entre  Minho 
and  Tras  os  Montes,    it  cannot  well   be   invaded 
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on  that  line,  except  one  or  both  of  those  proYinces   ^  J,^f  • 
be  first  subdued ;  but  from  Castel  Rodrigo  to  Rosa-  • 
minbal,  that  is  from  the  Douro  to  the  Tagus,  the 
frontier  touches    upon    Spain,    and    perhaps   the 
clearest  method  to  describe  the  conformation  of  the 
country  will  be  to  enter  the  camp  of  the  enemy. 

An  invading  army  then,  would  assemble  at  Ciu- 
dad  Rodrigo,  or  at  Coria,  or  at  both  those  places. 
In  the  latter  case,  the  communications  could  be 
maintained  directly  over  the  Gata  mountains  by  the 
pass  of  Perales,  or  circuitously  by  Placentia  and 
the  pass  of  Banos  ;  and  the  distance  being  by  Pe- 
rales not  more  than  two  marches,  the  corps  could 
either  advance  simultaneously  or  unite  and  force 
their  way  at  one  point  only.  In  this  situation,  the 
frontier  of  Beira  between  the  Douro  and  the  Tagus, 
would  offer  an  extent  of  ninety  miles  against  which 
to  operate.  But  in  the  centre,  the  Sierra  de 
£strella,  lifting  its  snowy  peaks  to  the  clouds  and 
stretching  out  its  gigantic  arms,  would  seem  to 
grasp  and  claim  the  whole  space ;  the  summit  is 
impassable,  and  streaming  down  on  either  hand, 
numerous  rivers  cleaving  deeply  amidst  ravines  and 
bristled  ridges,  continually  oppose  the  progress  of 
an  army.  Nevertheless,  the  invaders  could  pene- 
trate to  the  right  and  left  of  this  mountain  in  the 
following  directions : — 

From  Ciudad  Rodrigo. — 1°.  By  the  valley  of  the 
Douro. — 2°.  By  the  valley  of  the  Mondego. — 3"*. 
By  the  valley  of  the  Zezere. 

From  Carta — 1^  By  Castello  Branco  and  the 
valley  of  the  Tagus. — 2**.  By  the  mountains  of  So- 
breira  Formosa. 

Now  to  advance  by  the  valley  of  the  Douro 
would  be  a  flank  movement  through  an  extremely 
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^xi^  diffieult  country,  and  would  belong  rather  to  an  in- 
vasion of  the  northern  provinces  than  of  Beira, 
because  a  fresh  base  must  be  established  at  La- 
mego  or  Oporto,  before  the  movement  coald  be 
prosecuted  against  Lisbon. 

To  gain  the  valley  of  the  Mondego  there  are 
three  routes.  The  first  passing  by  Almeida  and 
Celorico,  the  second  by  Trancoso  and  Viseu,  the 
third  by  Alfayates  and  Guarda  over  the  high  ridges 
of  the  Estrella. 

To  gain  the  valley  of  the  Zezere,  the  march  is 
by  Alfayates,  Sabugal,  and  Belmonte,  and  whether 
to  the  Zezere  or  the  Mondego,  these  routes  al- 
though rugged  are  practicable  for  artillery;  but 
between  Guarda  and  Belmonte  some  high  table- 
land offers  a  position  where  a  large  army,  for  a 
small  one  it  is  dangerous,  could  seal  the  passage  on 
either  side  of  the  mountain,  except  by  the  Tran- 
coso road.  The  position  of  Guarda  may  be  called 
the  breast-plate  of  the  Estrella. 

On  the  side  of  Coria,  an  invading  army  must 
first  foroe  or  turn  the  passages  of  the  Elga  and 
Pon^ul  rivers  to  reach  Castello  Branco,  and  that 
done,  proceed  to  Abrantes  by  the  valley  of  the 
Ti^us,  or  over  the  savage  mountain  of  Sobreira 
Formosa.  But  the  latter  is  impracticable  for  heavy 
artillery,  even  in  summer,  the  ways  broken  and 
tormented  by.  the  deep  channels  of  the  winter 
torrents,  the  country  desert,  and  the  positions  if 
defended  nearly  impregnable.  Nor  is  the  valley  of 
the  Tagus  to  be  followed,  save  by  light  corps,  for 
the  villages  are  few,  the  ridges  not  less  steep  than 
those  of  Sobreira,  and  the  road  quite  impracticable 
for  artillery  of  any  calibre.  The  Sobreira  Formosa 
may  however  be  turned  on   its   own   left  by  the 
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Estrada  Nova,  which  running  by  Enchabarda  joins   ^^,|^- 
the  Castello  Branco  road  near  Corticado.  

1810 

Such  and  80  difficult  being  the  lines  of  inva- 
sion through  Beira,  it  would  seem  that  an  enemy 
mig^t  be  met  and  fought  with  advantage  on  the 
threshold  of  the  kingdom :  yet  it  is  not  so.  For, 
first,  the  defending  army  roust  occupy  all  the  posi- 
tions  on  this  line  of  ninety  miles,  while  the  enemy, 
posted  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Coria,  could  in  two 
marches  unite,  and  attack  the  centre  or  either  ex- 
tremity with  an  overwhelming  force.  Secondly, 
the  weakness  of  the  Beira  frontier  consists  in  this, 
the  Tagus  w,  from  June  to  December^  fordable 
along  its  whole  course  as  low  down  as  Salvatierra^ 
not  far  from  Lisbon,  A  march  through  the  Alem- 
tejo  and  the  passage  of  the  river  at  any  place 
below  Abrantes  would  therefore  render  all  the 
frontier  positions  useless ;  and  although  there  were 
no  enemy  on  the  borders  of  the  Alemtejo  itself, 
the  march  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo  by  Perales,  Coria, 
and  Alcantara,  and  thence  by  the  southern  bank 
to  the  lowest  ford  in  the  river,  would  be  little 
longer  than  the  route  by  the  valley  of  the  Mondego 
or  that  of  the  Zezere.  For  these  reasons  the  fron- 
tier of  Portugal  must  be  always  yielded  to  stiperior 
numbers. 

Both  the  conformation  of  the  country  and  the. 
actual  situation  of  the  French  corps,  led  lord  Wel- 
lington to  expect,  that  the  principal  attacks  would 
he  by  the  north  of  Beira,  and  by  the  Alemtejo, 
while  an  intermediate  connecting  corps  would 
move  by  Castello  Branco  upon  Abrantes.  Under 
this  impression,  he  made  the  following  dispositions. 

Elvas,  Almeida,  and  Valen^a  on  the  first  line  of 
fortresses,  Penich^,  Abrantes,  and  Setuval,  on  the 

VOL.  III.  s 
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BOOK  second  line,  were  garrisoned  with  native  troops, 
-  part  regulars,  part  militia. 

General  Baccellar,  having  Silviera  and  the 
British  colonels,  Trant  and  Miller,  under  his  orders, 
occupied  the  provinces  heyond  the  Douro  with 
twenty*one  regiments  of  militia,  including  the  gar- 
rison of  Valen^a  on  the  Minho* 

The  country  between  Penamacor  and  the  Tagus, 
that  is  to  say,  the  lines  of  the  Elga  and  the  Poo^ul, 
were  guarded  by  the  Portuguese  colonel  Lecor, 
and  John  Wilson,  with  ten  regiments  of  militia,  a 
regiment  of  native  cavalry,  and  the  Lusitanian 
legion* 

In  the  Alemtejo,  including  the  garrisons,  four 
regiments  of  militia  were  stationed,  and  three  regi- 
ments held  the  fortresses  of  the  Algarves. 

There  remained  in  reserve,  twelve  regiments  of 
the  fifty  composing  the  whole  militia  force*  These 
were  distributed  in  Estremadura  on  both  sides  of 
the  Tagus,  but  principally  about  Setuval. 

The  regular  Portuguese  troops,  deducting  those 
in  garrison  at  Almeida  Elvas  aiid  Cadiz,  were  at 
Thomar  and  Abrantes. 

The  British,  organized  in  five  divisions  of  infantry 
and  one  of  cavalry,  were  distributed  as  follows : — 

Men. 

1  Bt  DiriBion General  Spencer  ,aboQt  6000    Vimq. 

*',£'i!&b';;^} ««"-»» «<»{JSSJ 

dd  Division -  •  •  General  Picton,     „    3000    Oeloiico. 

4th  Diriaion    General  Cole* « •     ,,    4000    Gvaida. 

Light  Division Robert Crawfuid,    „    2400    Pinbel. 

The  Cavalry    General  Cotton,     „    ^^{u^J^ 

Total 23,400  nnder  anpa. 

Thus  the  wings  of  the  defence  were  composed 
solely  of  militia  and  ordenan^a,  and  the  whole  of 
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the  regular  force  was  in  the  centre.  The  Porta-  c^ap. 
gaese  at  Thomar,  and  the  four  British  divisions  of - 
infantry  posted  at  Viseu>  Guarda«  Pinhel,  and 
Celorico,  formed  a  body  of  thirty-eight  thousand 
meni  the  greater  part  of  which  could  in  two  inarches 
be  united,  either  at  Guarda  or  between  that  posi- 
tion and  the  Douro.  On  the  other  side  Beresford 
and  Hill  could  in  as  short  a  period  unite  by  the 
boat-bridge  of  Abrantes,  and  thus  thirty-two  thou- 
sand men  would  be  concentrated  on  the  line  of  the 
Tagus. 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  the  passage  of  the 
Elga  either  direct  from  Coria,  or  by  a  flank  move- 
ment of  the  second  corps  from  Estremadura  across 
the  Tagus,  Beresford  could  succour  the  militia  by 
moving  over  the  Sobreira  Formosa  to  Castello 
Branco.  And  Hill  also  could  reach  that  place 
much  quicker  than  general  Reynier,  in  consequence 
of  en  arrangement  which  merits  particular  attention. 

It  has  been  already  said  that  the  march  from 
Abrantes  to  Castello  Branco  is  over  difficult  moun- 
tains, and  to  have  repaired  the  roads  between  these 
places  would  have  been  more  useful  to  the  enemy 
than  to  the  allies,  as  facilitating  a  passage  for 
superior  numbers  to  penetrate  by  the  shortest  line 
to  Lisbon.  But  lord  Wellington,  after  throwing 
boat-bridges  over  the  Tagus  and  the  Zezere,  and 
fortifying  Abrantes,  established  between  the  latter 
and  Castello  Branco  a  line  of  communication  by 
the  left  bank  of  the  Tagus ;  it  passed  through  Niza 
to  the  defile  of  Vilha  Velha,  where  by  a  flying 
bridge  the  river  was  re-crossed,  and  from  thence  a 
good  road  led  to  Castello  Branco.  Now  the  pass 
of  Vilha  Velha  is  prodigiously  strong  for  defence, 
and  though  the  distance  from  Abrantes  to  Castello 
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^xr.'^  Branco  is  nearly  the  same  by  Niza  as  by  the  other 
bank  of  the  river,  the  march  of  troops  was  much 
accelerated,  for  the  road  near  Vilha  Velha  being 
reconstructed  by  the  engineers  was  excellent. 

Thus  all  the  obstacles  to  an  enemy's  march  by  the 
north  bank  were  preserved,  and  the  line  by  Vilha 
Velha  enabled  Hill  to  pass  from  Portalegre  or 
Abrantes,  to  Castello  Branco  by  a  flank  movement 
in  less  time  than  Reynier.  It  also  provided  a  lateral 
communication  for  the  whole  army,  a  matter 
afterwards  found  of  vital  importance  in  the 
combinations,  inasmuch  as  it  supplied  the  loss 
of  the  road  by  Alcantara  and  the  pass  of  Pe- 
rales,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  adopted. 
The  French  also,  in  default  of  a  direct  line 
of  communication  between  Kstremadura  and  the 
Cuidad  Rodrigo  country,  were  finally  forced  to 
adopt  the  circuitous  road  of  Almaraz  and  the  pass 
of  Bancs  :  and  it  was  in  allusion  to  this  inconveni- 
ence that  I  said  both  parties  sighed  over  the  ruins 
of  Alcantara. 

Notwithstanding  this  facility  of  movement  and  of 
concentration,  the  allies  could  not  deliver  a  decisive 
battle  near  the  frontier,  because  the  enemy  could 
unite  an  overwhelming  force  in  the  Alemtejo  before 
the  troops  from  the  north  could  reach  that  province, 
and  a  battle  lost  there  would  in  the  dry  season  de- 
cide the  fate  of  Lisbon.  To  have  concentrated  the 
whole  army  in  the  south,  would  have  been  to  resign 
half  the  kingdom  and  all  its  resources  to  the  enemy ; 
but  to  save  those  resources  for  himself,  or  to  destroy 
them,  was  the  very  basis  of  lord  Wellington  s  de- 
fence ;  and  all  his  dispositions  were  made  to  oblige 
the  French  to  move  in  masses  and  to  gain  time  him- 
self; time  to  secure  the  harvests,  time  to  complete 
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his  lines,  time  to  perfect  the  discipline  of  the  native  ^^^\^' 
troops,  and  to  give  full  eflfect  to  the  arming  and-—— — 
organization  of  the  ordenan^a;  above  all  things 
time  to  consolidate  that  moral  ascendancy  over  the 
public  mind  which  he  was  daily  acquiring.  A 
closer  examination  of  his  combinations  will  shew 
that  they  were  well  adapted  to  effect  these  objects. 

r.  The  enemy  dared  not  advance  except  with 
concentrated  masses^  because  on  the  weakest  line  of 
resistance  he  was  sure  to  encounter  above  twenty 
thousand  men. 

2*.  If  choosing  the  Alemtejo,  he  suddenly  dis- 
persed Romana's  troops  and  even  forced  back  Hill, 
the  latter,  passing  the  Tagus  at  Abrantes  and 
uniting  with  Beresford,  could  dispute  the  passage 
.of  the  Tagus  until  the  arrival  of  the  army  from  the 
north ;  and  no  regular  and  sustained  attempt  could 
be  made  on  that  side  without  first  besieging  Badajos 
or  Elvas  to  form  a  place  of  arms. 

3*.  A  formidable  attack  on  the  central  line  of  in- 
vasion could  not  be  made,  without  giving  sufficient 
warning  by  the  collection  of  magazines  at  Coria, 
and  by  the  previous  passive  of  the  Elga  and  Pon^ul 
rivers.  Hence,  as  the  Estrada  Nova  had  been 
broken  up,  Beresford  and  Hill  could  safely  occupy 
the  Sobreira  Formosa ;  or,  if  the  enemy  menaced 
the  line  of  the  Tagus  at  the  same  time,  they  could 
assemble  behind  the  Zezere.  But  an  invasion  by 
the  centre,  save  with  a  light  corps  in  connexion  with 
other  attacks,  was  not  to  be  expected  ;  for  though 
the  enemy  should  force  the  Sobreira  and  reach 
Abrantes,  he  could  not  besiege  the  latter  in  default 
of  heavy  artillery.  The  Zezere,  a  large  and  ex- 
ceedingly rapid  river  with  rugged  banks  well 
lined  with  troops  would  be  in  his  front ;  the  Tagus 
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'xi.^  on  his  left ;  the  mountains  of  Sobreira  in  his  rear; 
and  the  troops  from  Guarda  and  the  valley  of  the 
Mondego  would  thus  have  time  to  fall  back. 

4^  An  attack  on  Guarda  could  always  be  resisted 
long  enough  to  gain  time  for  the  orderiy  retreat  of 
the  troops  near  Almeida  to  the  vall^  of  the  Mon- 
dego; and  to  insure  this,  the  road  from  Belmonte 
towards  Thomar  by  the  valley  of  the  Zezere  was 
purposely  broken,  besides  being  watched  by  troops 
while  that  from  Thomar  by  Espinal  to  the  Ponte 
de  Murcella  was  repaired  and  widened.  Thus  the 
inner  and  shorter  line  was  rendered  easy  for  the  allies, 
while  the  outward  and  longer  line  was  rendered  diffi- 
cult for  the  enemy;  and  to  secure  quick  reports^ 
telegraphs  were  established  from  Lisbon  to  Elvas, 
to  Abrantes,  and  to  Almeida. 

The  space  between  Guarda  and  the  Douro»  an 
opening  of  about  thirty  miles  leading  into  the  valley 
of  the  Mondego,  remains  to  be  examined*  Across 
this  line  of  invasion,  the  Agueda,  the  Goa,  and  the 
Pinel,  run  in  almost  parallel  directions  from  the 
Sierra  de  Francia  and  Sierra  de  Estrella  into  the 
Douro ;  all  having  this  peculiarity,  that  as  they  ap- 
proach the  Douro  their  channels  invariably  deepen 
into  profound  and  gloomy  chasms,  and  there  are 
few  bridges.  But  the  principal  obstacles  were  the 
fortresses  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Almeida,  both  of 
which  it  was  necessary  to  take  before  an  invading 
army  could  establish  a  solid  base  of  invasion. 
After  this  the  lines  of  the  Douro  and  of  the  Mon- 
dego would  be  open.  If  the  French  adopted  the 
second,  they  could  reach  it  by  Guarda^  by  Alverca 
on  the  main  road,  and  by  Trancoso,  concentrating 
at  Celorico,  where  they  would  have  to  choose  be- 
tween the  right  and  the  left  ba^k  of  the  river  for 
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their  fiuther  march.  In  the  latter  case,  tkej  must  ^^^|^* 
inarch  between  the  Mondego  and  the  Estrella  moun*  * 
tains  until  th^  reached  the  Alva,  a  river  falling  at 
right  angles  into  the  Mondego,  behind  which  they 
would  find  the  allied  army  in  a  position  of  sur- 
prising strength.  If,  to  avoid  that,  they  marched 
by  the  right  of  the  Mondego  upon  Coimbra,  there 
were  other  obstacles  to  be  hereafter  noticed ;  but, 
in  either  case  the  allied  forces  having  interior  lines 
of  communication  could,  as  long  as  the  Belmonte 
road  was  sealed,  coneentrate  in  time  behind  the  Alva 
or  in  front  of  Coimbra.  Hence  it  was  on  the  side 
of  the  Alemtejo  that  danger  was  most  to  be  appre^ 
bended,  and  it  behoved  general  Hill  to  watch  vigi* 
buntly  and  act  decisively  in  opposition  to  general 
Beynier.  For  the  latter  having  necessarily  the  lead 
in  the  movements,  might  by  skilful  evolutions  and 
rapid  marches,  either  join  the  sixth  and  eighth 
corps  before  Hill  was  aware  of  his  design,  and  thus 
overwhelm  the  allied  divisions  on  the  Mondego,  or 
drawing  him  across  the  Tagus^  furnish  an  opportu- 
nity for  a  corps  from  Andalusia  to  penetrate  by  the 
80Qthem  bank  of  that  river. 

In  these  dispositions  the  English  general  had 
regard  only  to  the  enemy's  actual  situation,  and  to 
a  summer  invasion ;  but  in  the  winter  season  the 
rivers  and  torrents  being  full,  and  the  roads  dete- 
riorated, the  defence  would  have  been  different. 
Fewer  troops  would  then  suffice  to  guard  the  Tagus, 
and  as  both  the  Zezere  and  the  Sobreira  Formosa 
would  be  nearly  impassable,  a  greater  number  oi 
the  allied  troops  could  be  collected  about  Guarda, 
and  a  more  stubborn  resistance  made  on  the  north* 
ern  line. 

Every  probable  movement  being  thus  previously 
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*xV.^  well  coDsideredi  lord  Wellington  trusted  to  his  own 
''"l^ — military  quickness  and  the  valour  of  the  British 
soldiers  to  baffle  any  unforeseen  strokes  during  the 
retreat,  and  once  within  the  Lines,  the  Portuguese 
people  and  the  govemment  doing  their  part,  he 
looked  confidently  to  the  final  result.  He  judged 
that  in  a  wasted  country,  with  thirty  regiments  of 
militia  in  the  mountains  on  the  flank  and  rear  of 
the  enemy,  the  latter  could  not  long  remain  before 
the  Lines  and  his  retreat  would  be  equivalent  to  t 
victory  for  the  allies.  There  were  however  many 
hazards.  The  English  commander,  sanguine  and 
confident  as  he  was,  knew  well  how  many  counter- 
combinations  were  to  be  expected  ;  and  how  much 
fortune  was  to  be  dreaded  in  a  contest  with  eighty 
thousand  French  veterans  having  a  competent  ge- 
neral at  their  head.  Hence,  to  secure  embarkation 
in  the  event  of  disaster,  a  third  line  of  entrench- 
ments was  prepared,  and  twenty-four  thousand 
tons  of  shipping  were  constantly  kept  in  the  river  to 
receive  the  British  forces :  measures  were  also  taken 

Lord  Wci-  ^^  procure  a  like  quantity  for  the  reception  of  the 

cS™pon.  Portuguese    troops    and   such   of  the   citizens  as 

Mss!*      flight  wish  to  emigrate. 

How  to  feed  his  own  army  remained  a  questiou. 
In  the  Peninsula  generally,  the  supplies  were  at 
all  times  a  source  of  infinite  trouble  on  both  sides, 
and  this,  not  as  some  have  supposed  because  Spain 
is  incapable  of  supplying  large  armies,  there  was 
throughout  the  war  an  abundance  of  food  in  that 
country.  But  it  was  unevenly  distributed,  difficult 
to  get  at,  and  the  people  are  of  a  nature  to  render 
it  impossible  to  depend  upon  contracts  even  where 
they  are  friendly.  Some  places  were  exhausted, 
others  overflowing,  the  difficulty  was  to  transport 
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provisions,  and  in  this  the  allies  enjoyed  a  great   ^^jj**- 
advantage ;  their  convoys  could  pass  unmolested,  - 
whereas  the  French  always  required  strong  guards, 
first  to  collect  food  and  then  to  bring  it  up  to  their 
armies.      In  Portugal   there  w^s  however  a  real 
deficiency,  even  for  the  consumption  of  the  people. 
After  a  time  scarcely  any  food  for  man  or  beast, 
some  cattle  and  straw  from  the  northern  provinces 
excepted,  was  to  be  obtained  in  that  country :  nay, 
the  whole  nation  was  at  last  in  a  manner  fed  by 
England.     Every  part  of  the  world  accessible  to 
ships  and  money  was  rendered  subservient  to  the 
cravings  of  this  insatiable  war;  and  yet  it  was  often 
a  doubtful  and  a  painful  struggle  against  famine, 
even,  near    the    sea;     at    a    distance    from   that 
nurse  of   British   armies   the  means   of   transport 
necessarily  regulated    the   extent    of   the   supply. 
Now  wheel- carriage  was  scarce  and  bad  in  Portu-^ 
gal,  and  for  the  most  part  the  roads  forbade  its  use; 
hence  the  only  resource,  for  the  conveyance  of  stores, 
was  water-carriage  to  a  certain  distance,  and  after- 
wards beasts  of  burthen. 

Lisbon,  Abrantes,  and  Belem Castle,  on  theTagus; 
Figueras  and  Raiva  de  Pena  Cova  on  the  Mondego, 
Anally,  Oporto  and  Lamego  on  the  Douro,  were 
the  principal  depots  formed  by  lord  Wellington, 
and  his  magazines  of  consumption  were  established 
at  Viseu,  Celorico,  Condeixa,  Leiria,  Thomar,  and 
Almeida.  From  those  points  four  hundred  misera- 
ble bullock-cars  and  about  twelve  thousand  hired 
mules,  organized  in  brigades  of  sixty  each,  con- 
veyed the  necessary  warlike  stores  and  provisions 
to  the  troops.  When  additional  succour  could  be 
obtained  it  was  eagerly  seized,  but  this  was  the 
ordinary  amount  of  transport,  and  all  his  magazines 
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^^  in  advance  of  Lisbon  were  so  limited  and  arranged 
'  that  he  could  easily  carry  them  off  or  destroy  them 
before  the  enemy  conld  seize  them  in  a  retreat.  Snch 
then  were  the  means  and  such  the  preparations 
made  for  the  defence  of  Portugal,  and  it  mast 
be  evident  to  the  most  superficial  observer,  that, 
amidst  so  many  difficulties,  suck  intricate  com* 
binations,  lord  Wellington's  situation  was  not  one 
in  which  a  general  could  sleep:  due  allowance 
being  made  for  fortune,  it  is  puerile  to  attribute 
the  success  to  aught  but  his  talents  and  sted-har- 
dened  resoluti<m. 

In  the  foregoing  exposition  of  the  political  and 
military  force  of  the  powers  brought  into  hostile 
contact,  I  have  only  touched,  and  lightly,  upon 
the  p<Hnts  of  most  importance,  designing  no  more 
than  to  indicate  the  sound  and  the  diseased  parts  of 
each.  The  unfavourable  circumstances  for  France 
would  appear  to  be  the  absence  of  the  emperor, — 
the  erroneous  views  of  the  king,— ^the  rivalry  of  the 
marshals, — ^the  impediments  to  correspondence,— 
the  necessity  of  frequently  dispersing  from  the  want 
of  magazines, — the  iniquity  of  the  cause,  and  the 
disgust  of  the  French  officers,  who,  for  the  most 
part  spoiled  by  a  rapid  course  of  victories  on  the 
continent,  could  not  patiently  endure  a  service, 
replete  with  personal  dangers,  over  and  above  the 
ordinary  mishaps  of  war,  and  promising  little  ulti- 
mate reward. 

For  the  English,  the  quicksands  were — the  me- 
mory of  former  failures  on  the  continent^ — the 
financial  drain, —  a  powerful  and  eloquent  oppo- 
sition, preflsmg  a  cabinet  so  timid  and  selfish  that 
the  general  dared  not  risk  a  single  brigade,  lest  an 
accident  should  lead  to  a  panic  amongst  the  minifr- 
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ters  wbich  all  lord  WeQesley's  vigour  would  be  ^^^^l*- 
unable  to  rtem, — the  iotrigiies  of  the  Souza  party,  — — — 
and  th0  necessity  of  persuading  the  Portuguese  to 
deYastate  their  country  for  the  sake  of  defending  a 
Eurepam  came.  Finally,  the  babbling  of  the  Eng* 
lish  newspapers,  from  whose  columos  the  enemy 
GOQstantly  drew  the  most  certain  information  of  the 
strength  and  situation  of  the  army.  On  the  other 
side,  France  had  possession  of  nearly  all  the  for- 
tified towns  of  the  Peninsula,  and  while  her  enor*- 
iDous  army  threatened  to  crosh  every  opponent  in 
the  field,  she  offered  a  constitution  and  recalled  to 
the  rec(^lection  of  the  people  that  it  was  but  a 
change  of  one  French  dynasty  for  another.  The 
church  started  from  her  touch,  but  the  educated 
classes  did  not  shrink  less  from  the  British  govern- 
ment's known  hostility  to  all  free  institutions.  What 
then  remained  for  England  to  ealculate  upon  ?  The 
extreme  hatred  of  the  people  to  the  invaders,  arising 
from  the  excesses  and  oppressions  of  the  armies,— 
the  chances  of  another  continental  war, — the  com- 
plete dominion  of  the  ocean  with  all  its  attendant 
advantages,*— the  recruiting  through  the  militia, 
which  was  in  hct  a  cimscription  with  two  links  in 
the  chain  instead  of  one ;  lastly,  the  ardour  of  the 
troops  to  measure  themselves  with  the  conquerors 
of  Europe  and  raise  a  rival  to  the  F^*ench  em- 
peror. And  here,  as  general  Foy  has  been  at  some 
pains  to  misrepresent  the  character  of  the  British 
troops,  I  will  set  down  what  many  years'  expe- 
rience gives  me  the  right  to  si^  is  nearer  the  truth 
than  his  dreams. 

Th$A  the  British  infantry  soldier  is  more  robust 
than  the  soldier  of  any  other  nation,  can  scarcely  be 
doubted  by  those  who,  in  1815.  observed  his  pow- 
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BOOK  erful  frame  distinguished  amidst  the  united  armies 
•  of  Europe ;  and  notwithstanding  his  habitual  excess 
in  drinking,  he  sustains  fatigue  and  wet,  and  the 
extremes  of  cold  and  heat  with  incredible  vigour. 
When  completely  disciplined,  and  three  years  are 
required  to  accomplish  this,  his  port  is  lofty  and 
his  movements  free,  the  whole  world  cannot  produce 
a  nobler  specimen  of  military  bearing,  nor  is  the 
mind  unworthy  of  the  outward  man.  He  does  not 
indeed  possess  that  presumptuous  vivacity  which 
would  lead  him  to  dictate  to  his  commanders,  or 
even  to  censure  real  errors  although  he  may  per- 
ceive them ;  but  he  is  observant  and  quick  to  com- 
prehend his  orders,  full  of  resources  under  difficul- 
ties, calm  and  resolute  in  danger,  and  more  than 
usually  obedient  and  careful  of  his  officers  in  mo- 
ments of  imminent  peril. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  his  undeniable  firmness 
in  battle  is  the  result  of  a  phlegmatic  constitution 
uninspired  by  moral  feeling.  Never  was  a  more 
stupid  calumny  uttered  !  Napoleon's  troops  fought 
in  bright  fields  where  every  helmet  caught  some 
beams  of  glory,  but  the  British  soldier  conquered 
under  the  cold  shade  of  aristocracy,  no  honours 
awaited  his  daring,  no  despatch  gave  his  name  to 
the  applauses  of  his  countrymen,  his  life  of  danger 
and  hardship  was  uncheered  by  hope,  his  death 
unnoticed.  Did  his  heart  sink  therefore  ?  Did  he 
not  endure  with  surpassing  fortitude  the  sorest  of 
ills,  sustain  the  most  terrible  assaults  in  battle 
unmoved,  overthrowing  with  incredible  energy  every 
opponent  and  at  all  times  prove,  that  while  no  phy- 
sical military  qualification  was  wanting,  the  fount  of 
honour  was  also  full  and  fresh  within  him ! 

The  result  of  a  hundred  battles  and  the  united 
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testimony  of  impartial  writers  of  different  nations  chap. 

have  given  the  first  place  amongst  the  European  ^ 

infantry  to  the  British;  but  in  a  comparison 
between  the  troops  of  France  and  England,  it 
would  be  unjust  not  to  admit  that  the  cavalry  of 
the  former  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


BOOK       In  resuming  the  thread  of  military  events,  it  is 


.necessary  to  refer  back  to  the  commencement  of  the 
FrtlraMy.  year,  because  the  British  operations  on  the  frontier 
of  Beira  were  connected,  although  not  conducted 
in  actual  concert,  with  those  of  the  Spaniards ;  and 
here  I  deem  it  right  to  notice  the  conduct  of  Miguel 
Alava,  that  brave  generous  and  disinterested  Spa- 
niard through  whom  this  connexion  was  kept  up. 
Attached  to  the  British  head-quarters  as  the  mili- 
tary correspondent  of  the  Junta,  he  was  too  saga- 
cious not  to  perceive  the  necessity  of  zealously 
seconding  the  English  general ;  but  in  the  manner 
of  doing  it  he  never  forgot  the  dignity  of  his  own 
country ;  and  as  he  was  too  frank  and  honest  for 
intrigues,  his  intercourse  was  always  honourable  to 
himself  and  advantageous  to  both  nations. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  February,  Ney 
threatened  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  at  the  same  time  that 
Mortier  menaced  Badajos  and  that  Hill  advanced 
from  Abrantes  to  Portalegre.  Lord  Wellington  im- 
mediately reinforced  the  line  between  Pinhel  and 
Guarda,  and  sent  the  light  division  across  the  Coa, 
to  observe  the  enemy's  proceedings.  The  Portu- 
guese Regency  became  alarmed  and  demanded  more 
Appendix,  British  troops;  but  lord  Wellington  replied  that  the 
secuon  I.  numbers  already  fixed  would  be  as  great  as  he  could 
feed ;  and  he  took  that  occasion  to  point  out,  that 
the  measures  agreed  upon  with  respect  to  the  native 
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forces  were  Deither  executed  with  vigour  nor  im-  ^^^' 
partiality,  while  the  carriages  and  other  assistance  — jjjj — 
required  for  the  support  of  the  British  soldiers   Much, 
then  in  the  country  were  not  supplied.     These 
matters  he  urgently  advised  them  to  amend  before 
they  asked  for  more  troops.    At  the  same  time,  as 
the  Regency,  hoping  thus  to  make  him  unpopular, 
intimated  their  wish  that  he  should  chastise  the 
offenders  himself,  he  told  them,  he  advised  severe 
measures,   but  would  not  be  made  the  despotic 
punisher  of  the  people  when  the  actual  laws  were 
suflkient  to  enforce  obedience. 

When  Ney  first  appeared  before  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
and  the  second  corps  under  Mermet  was  at  Placentia, 
lord  Wellington  was  considerably  embarrassed.  The 
French  might  then  have  passed  from  Placentia 
across  the  Tagus,  and  pushed  between  Hill  and  the 
army  in  Beira,  or  even  between  the  latter  and  Lis- 
bon, seeing  that  the  Portuguese  government  had 
with  their  usual  apathy  neglected  the  works  pro- 
jected for  opening  the  road  from  Thomar  to  Espinal. 
Instead  of  being  within  three  or  four  marches,  lord 
Wellmgton  was  by  this  neglect  placed  nine  marches 
from  the  Tagus ;  and  having  at  this  time  no  sure 
channels  of  information  be  was  forced  to  keep  keen 
watch  upon  the  second  French  corps,  and  hold  his 
own  troops  in  hand  to  withdraw  from  the  frontier, 
in  case  the  enemy  should  suddenly  cross  the  Tagns 
and  menace  Lisbon  by  the  left  bank.  This  was  in 
February ;  but  when  Del  Parque's  movement  from 
Gala  to  Badajos  occupied  the  attention  of  Mermet, 
and  Junot  commenced  the  siege  of  Astorga,  the 
f^in  of  the  road  to  Espinal  being  also  in  a  for- 
ward state,  his  situation  was  different ;  the  Portu* 
guese  army  was  then  brought  up  to  Cea  and  Viseu, 
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BOOK    and   the  militia   in   the  northern  provinces  were 


ordered  to  concentrate  at  Braga  and  guard  the  Tras 

May.'       08  MontCS. 

Ciudad  Rodrigo  being  soon  afterwards  seriously 
menaced,  lord  Wellington  brought  up  a  brigade  of 
heavy  cavalry  to  Belmonte  and  transferred  the  head- 
quarters to  Celorico,  designing  by  a  sudden  incur- 
sion with  his  whole  army  to  strike  at  the  French 
magazines  in  Salamanca.  But  when  he  considered 
the  force  in  his  front,  which  could  be  reinforced 
by  Kellerman  and  by  Junot  and  would  then  be 
strong  enough  to  defend  the  Tormes,  he  resolved  to 
confine  his  views  to  the  succour  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
that  is,  if  occasion  should  offer  without  detriment  to 
the  general  defence  of  Portugal. 

He  was  now  however  cramped  both  by  the  British 
and  Portuguese  governments.  The  resources  of 
Portugal  were  not  brought  forward,  and  he  could 
scarcely  maintain  his  actual  position,  much  less 
advance ;  yet  the  Regency  treated  his  remon- 
strances lightly,  exactly  following  the  system  of  the 
Spanish  Central  Junta  during  the  campaign  of  Tala- 
^PP*^^**' vera.  Indignant  at  their  conduct,  he  told  them 
Section  1.  «  their  proceedings  were  evasive  and  frivolous ;  that 
the  army  could  neither  move  forward  nor  remain 
without  food ;  that  the  time  was  one  which  would 
not  admit  of  idle  or  hollow  proceedings,  or  par- 
tiality, or  neglect  of  public  for  private  interests; 
that  the  resources  were  in  the  country,  could  be 
drawn  forth,  and  must  be  so  if  the  assistance  of 
England  was  desired ;  finally,  that  punishmeut 
should  follow  disobedience,  and  to  be  effectual 
must  begin  with  the  higher  classes."  Then,  issuing 
a  proclamation,  he  pointed  out  the  duties  and  the 
omission  of  both  magistrates  and  people,  and  by  this 
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vigorous    interference    procured    some  immediate  ^J^**- 
relief  for  his  troops.  ^ 

Meanwhile  general  Crawfurd  had  commenced  a  Mi.y! 
series  of  remarkable  operations  with  the  light 
division.  This  body  of  infantry  was  composed  of 
three  regiments  singularly  fitted  for  any  difficult 
service.  They  had  been  for  several  years  under  sir 
John  Moore,  and  being  carefully  disciplined  in  the 
peculiar  school  of  that  great  man,  came  to  the  field 
with  such  a  knowledge  of  arms,  that  in  six  years  of 
real  warfare  no  weakness  could  be  detected  in  their 
system,  and  in  all  that  time  they  were  never  over- 
borne by  courage  or  skill.  With  these  matchless 
soldiers  Crawfurd  felt  he  might  venture  much,  but 
while  the  French  posts  were  on  the  Agueda,  he 
could  not  remain  without  cavalry  beyond  the  Coa, 
unless  some  support  was  at  hand  nearer  than  Guarda 
or  Celorico.  He  proposed  therefore,  that  while  he 
advanced  to  the  Agueda  general  Cole  should  take 
the  line  of  the  Coa  with  the  fourth  division. 
General  Cole  however  refused  to  quit  Guarda  and 
lord  Wellington  approved  of  his  denial ;  yet  being 
anxious  to  secure  the  line  of  the  Coa  with  a  view 
to  succour  Ciudad  Rodrigo  he  brought  up  the  third 
division  to  Pinhel.  Then  reinforcing  Crawfurd  with 
the  first  German  hussars,  furnishing  four  hundred 
excellent  and  experienced  soldiers,  and  with  a 
superb  troop  of  horse  artillery  commanded  by 
captain  Ross,  he  gave  him  the  command  of  all  the 
outposts,  and  ordered  both  Picton  and  Cole  to 
support  him  if  called  upon. 

In  the  middle  of  March  Crawfurd  lined  the 
bank  of  the  Agueda  with  his  hussars  from  Escalhon 
on  the  left  to  Navas  Frias  on  the  right,  a  distance 
of  twenty-five  miles  following  the  course  of  the 
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Boor   river.     The  infantry  were  disposed  in  small  parties 
in  the  villages  between  Almeida  and   the  Lower 

M«ich.  Agueda,  the  artillery  was  at  Fort  Conception,  and 
two  battalions  of  Portuguese  ca^adores  which  soon 
afterwards  arrived  were  placed  in  reserve,  making  a 
total  of  four  thousand  men  and  six  guns. 

The  French  at  this  period  were  extended  in  divi- 
sions from  San  Felices  to  Ledesma  and  Salamanca, 
but  as  they  did  not  occupy  the  pass  of  Perales, 
Carrera's  Spanish  division,  now  at  Coria,  was  in 
communication  with  Crawfiird,  whose  line  although 
extended  was  very  advantageous.  For  from  Navas 
Frias  to  the  Douro,  the  Agueda  was  rendered  un- 
fordable  by  heavy  rain,  and  only  four  bridges  crossed 
it  on  that  whole  extent,  namely,  one  at  Navas  Frias ; 
one  at  Villar  about  a  league  below  the  first ;  one  at 
Ciudad  Bodrigo;  and  one  at  San  Felices  called 
the  bridge  of  Barba  del  Puerco.  While  therefore, 
the  hussars  kept  a  good  watch  at  the  two  first 
bridges,  which  were  distant,  the  troops  could  always 
concentrate  xmder  Almeida  before  the  enemy  could 
reach  them  from  that  side;  and  on  the  side  of 
Barba  del  Puerco,  the  ravine  was  so  profound  that 
a  few  companies  of  the  ninety-fifth  riflemen  were 
considered  capable  of  opposing  any  numbers.  This 
arrangement  sufficed  while  the  Agueda  was  swollen, 
but  that  river  was  capricious,  often  falling  many 
feet  in  a  night  without  apparent  reason.  When  it 
was  fordable,  Crawfurd  always  withdrew  his  out- 
posts and  concentrated  his  division,  and  his  situation 
demanded  a  quickness  and  intelligence  in  the  troops 
the  like  of  which  has  seldom  been  known.  Seven 
minutes  sufficed  for  the  troops  to  get  under  arms 
in  the  middle  of  the  night,  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
night  or  day,  to  bring  them  in  order  of  battle  to  the 
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alann-posts  with  the  baggage  loaded  and  assembled   ^^^^• 
at  a  convenient  distance  in  the  rear.     And  this  not  ~^ — 
upon  a  concerted  signal,  or  as  a  trial,  but  at  all    ^**^ 
times  and  certain. 

The  19th,  general  Ferey,  a  bold  officer,  desiring 
either  to  create  a  fear  of  French  enterprise  at  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign,  or  thinking  to 
surprise  the  division,  collected  six  hundred  gre- 
nadiers close  to  the  bridge  of  San  Felices.  There 
he  waited  until  the  moon,  rising  behind  him,  cast 
long  shadows  from  the  rocks  and  rendered  the  deep 
chasm  dark  as  pitch ;  then  silently  he  passed  the 
narrow  bridge,  and  ascending  with  incredible  speed 
the  opposite  side,  bayoneted  the  sentries,  and  fell 
upon  the  piquet  so  fiercely,  that  friends  and  enemies 
went  fighting  into  the  village  of  Barba  del  Puerco 
while  the  first  shout  was  still  echoing  in  the  gulf 
below.  So  sudden  was  the  attack,  and  so  great  the 
confiisioD,  that  the  British  companies  could  not 
form  and  each  soldier  encountered  the  nearest 
enemy  fighting  hand  to  hand ;  their  colonel,  Sydney 
Beckwith,  conspicuous  by  his  lofty  stature  and 
daring  actions,  a  man  capable  of  rallying  a  whole 
army  in  flight,  urged  the  contest  with  such  vigour 
that  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  French  column  was 
borne  back  and  pushed  over  the  edge  of  the  descent. 

This  skirmish  proved,  that  while  the  Agueda 
was  swollen  the  enemy  could  gain  nothing  by 
slight  operations ;  but  it  was  difficult  to  keep  in 
advance  of  the  Coa,  because  the  want  of  money  had 
reduced  the  whole  army  to  straits,  and  Crawfurd, 
notwithstanding  his  prodigious  activity,  was  un- 
able to  feed  his  division,  wherefore  giving  the  reins 
to  his  fiery  temper  he  seized  some  church-plate, 
with  a  view  to  the  purchasing  of  com.     For  this 
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^^OK   rasii  act  he  was  rebuked,  and  such  redress  granted 
— — —  that  no  mischief  followed,  and  fortunately  the  pro- 
June.*    ceeding  itself  had  some  effect  in  procuring  supplies, 
as  it  convinced  the  priests  that  the  distress  was  not 
feigned. 

When  the  sixth  corps  again  approached  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  lord  Wellington, 
as  I  have  before  said,  moved  his  head-quarters  to 
Celorico.  Carrera  then  occupied  the  pass  of  Pe- 
rales,  but  being  menaced  by  Kellerman  he  came 
down  in  May  to  Ituero,  on  the  Azava,  a  small  river 
flowing  into  the  Agueda;  his  left  was  thus  con- 
nected with  the  light  division  posts  at  Gallegos, 
Espeja,  and  Barba  del  Puerco.  Crawfurd  and 
Carrera  now  agreed  that  in  case  of  attack  the  British 
should  concentrate  in  the  wood  behind  Espeja  ;  and 
if  unable  to  maintain  themselves  there,  should  unite 
with  the  Spaniards  at  Nava  d'Aver  and  both  retire 
to  Villa  Mayor,  a  village  covering  the  passage  of  the 
Coa  by  the  bridge  of  Seceira,  from  whence  there 
was  a  sure  retreat  to  Guarda. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  Massena's  arrival  in 
Spain  became  known  to  the  allies :  the  deserters, 
for  the  first  time,  ceased  to  speak  of  the  emperor's 
commanding  in  person,  and  all  agreed  that  serious 
operations  would  soon  commence.  No  good  infor- 
mation could  be  obtained,  yet  the  river  continued 
unfordable  and  Crawfurd  maintained  his  position 
until  the  end  of  May.  But  then  certain  advice  of 
the  march  of  the  French  battering-train  was  received 
through  Andreas  Herrasti,  and  the  1st  of  June,  Ney, 
descending  from  the  hills  upon  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
threw  one  trestle  bridge  over  the  Agueda  at  the 
convent  of  Caridad,  two  miles  above  the  fortress, 
and  a  second  at  Carboneras  two  miles  below.    This 
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sudden  concentration  of  the  French  troops  relieved  ^^p- 
all  the  northern  provinces  of  Portugal  from  danger ;  — ^j^^j — 
wherefore  lord  Wellington  immediately  brought  Jane, 
down  sixteen  regiments  of  militia  from  Braganza 
to  the  Lower  Douro  ;  and  as  his  provisions  came  by 
water  to  Lamego,  the  army  was  thus  enabled  to  sub- 
sist, and  the  military  horizon  was  beginning  to  clear. 
The  8th,  four  thousand  French  cavalry  crossed 
the  Agueda,  and  Crawford  concentrated  his  forces 
at  Gallegos  and  Espeja.  The  Spaniards  occupied 
the  wood  behind  the  last-named  village,  and  such 
is  the  extraordinary  presumption  and  absurdity  of 
that  people,  that  at  this  moment,  when  Spain  was 
overwhelmed  and  when  the  eye  could  scarcely  com- 
mand the  interminable  lines  of  French  in  his  imme- 
diate front,  Martin  Carrera  thought  fit  to  invite 
marshal  Ney  to  desert !  Indeed  nothing  could  be 
more  critical  than  general  Crawfurd's  position  was 
at  this  period.  From  the  Agueda  to  the  Coa 
the  whole  country,  although  studded  with  woods 
and  scooped  into  hollows,  was  free  for  cavalry  and 
artillery,  and  there  were  at  least  six  thousand  horse- 
men and  fifty  guns  within  an  hour's  march  of  his 
position.  His  right  was  at  Espeja,  where  thick 
woods  in  front  rendered  it  impossible  to  discover  an 
enemy  until  close  upon  the  village,  while  wide 
plains  behind  almost  precluded  hope  in  a  retreat 
before  the  multitude  of  French  cavalry  and  artillery. 
The  confluence  of  the  Azava  with  the  Agueda 
offered  indeed  some  security  to  his  left ;  because  the 
channel  of  the  former  river  there  became  a  chasm, 
and  the  ground  rose  high  and  rugged  at  each  side 
of  the  bridge  of  Marialva,  which  was  two  miles  in 
front  of  Grallegos.  Nevertheless,  as  the  -  enemy's 
bank  was  highest,  it  was  necessary  to  keep  posts 
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BOOK    beyond  the  Azava  to  obtain  a  good  prospect,  and 
the  bridge  of  Marialva  could  be  turned  by  a  ford 


1810. 

June,     bclow  the  Confluence  of  the  streams. 

The  10th,  the  Agueda  became  fordable  in  all 
parts,  but  as  the  enemy  occupied  himself  with  the 
raising  of  redoubts  to  secure  his  bridge  at  Garbone- 
ras,  and  with  other  preparations  for  the  siege  of 
Rodrigo,  Crawfurd,  trusting  to  his  own  admirable 
arrangements  and  the  surprising  discipline  of  his 
troops,  still  maintained  his  dangerous  position.  He 
thus  encouraged  the  garrison  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
and  protected  the  villages  in  the  plain  between  the 
Azava  and  the  Coa  from  the  enemy's  foraging 
parties. 

On  the  18th,  the  eighth  corps  was  seen  to  take 
post  at  San  Felices  and  other  points,  and  all  the  vil- 
lages, from  the  Sierra  de  Francia  to  the  Douro,  were 
occupied  by  the  French  army. 

The  23d,  Julian  Sanchez  broke  out  of  Ciudad  and 
galloped  into  Gallegos. 

The  25th,  the  French  batteries  opened  against 
the  fortress,  their  cavalry  closed  upon  the  Azava, 
and  Crawfurd  withdrew  his  outposts  to  the  left 
bank. 

The  26th,  it  was  known  that  Herrasti  had  lost 
one  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  and  five  hundred 
wounded. 

The  29th,  a  Spaniard,  passing  the  French  posts, 
brought  Carrera  a  note,  containing  these  words: 
^*  O  venir  luego !  luego !  luego  I  a  secarrer  esta 
plaza.''  "  Oh  !  come  now !  now !  now  !  to  the  suc^ 
cour  of  this  place." 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  gallant  old  man  repeated 
his  ^^LuegOy  luegOy  luego,  por  ultimo  vez.^' 

Meanwhile  lord  Wellington,  still  hoping  that  the 
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enemy  by  detaching  troops  would  fumish  an  oppor-  ^^|^* 
tunity  of  relieving  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  reinforced  Craw-    ^^^^ 
furd  with  the  14th  and  16th  light  dragoons,  and    ^^' 
transferred  his  own  quarters  to  Alverca,  a  village 
half  way  between  Almeida  and  Celorico.     The  Spa- 
niards supposed  he  would  attack,  and  Romana  came 
from  Badajos  to  propose  a  combined  movement  for 
carrying  off  the  garrison.     This  was  a  trying  mo- 
ment !    The  English  general  had  come  from  the 
Guadiana  with  the  avowed   purpose  of  securing 
Rodrigo ;  he  had  in  a  manner  pledged  himself  to 
make  it  a  point  in  his  operations ;  his  army  was 
close  at  hand,  the  garrison  was  brave  and  distressed, 
the  governor  honourably   fulfilling  his  part.     To 
permit  such  a  place  to  fall  without  a  stroke  struck 
would  be  a  grievous  disaster,  and  a  more  grievous 
dishonour  to  the  British  arms.     The  English  troops 
desired  the  enterprise,  the  Spaniards  demanded  it 
as  a  proof  of  good  faith,  the  Portuguese  to  keep  the 
war  away  from  their  own  country  :  finally,  policy 
seemed  to  call  for  this  ejQfort,  lest  the  world  might 
deem  the  promised  defence  of  Portugal  a  heartless 
and  a  hollow  boast.   Nevertheless,  Romana  returned 
without  his  object.     Lord  Wellington  absolutely  re- 
fiised  to  venture  even  a  brigade,  and  thus  proved 
himself  a  truly  great  commander  and  of  a  steadfast 
mind. 

It  was  not  a  single  campaign  but  a  terrible  war 
that  he  had  undertaken.  If  he  lost  but  five  thou- 
sand men,  his  own  government  would  abandon  the 
contest ;  if  he  lost  fifteen,  he  must  abandon  it  him- 
self. His  whole  disposable  force  did  not  exceed 
fifty-six  thousand  men,  and  of  these  twelve  thousand 
were  with  Hill,  and  one-half  of  the  remainder  were 
untried  and  raw.     But  this  included  all,  even  to  the 
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*x?.^  Portuguese  cavalry  and  garrison,  and  scarcely  half 
— — —  could  be  brought  into  line.  For  Reynier,  acting  in 
ittuf.  concert  with  Massena,  was  at  this  very  moment  col- 
lecting boats  and  making  demonstrations  to  pass  the 
Tagus  and  move  upon  Coria.  French  troops  were 
also  crossing  the  Morena,  in  march  towards  Estre- 
madura,  which  obliged  lord  Wellington  to  detach 
eight  thousand  Portuguese  to  Thomar  as  a  reserve : 
this  reserve  and  Hill's  corps  being  deducted,  not 
quite  twenty- five  thousand  men  were  available  to 
carry  off  the  garrison  in  the  face  of  sixty  thousand 
French  veterans.  The  attempt  would  also  have 
taken  the  army  two  marches  from  Guarda,  and  Coria 
was  scarcely  more  distant  from  that  place ;  hence, 
a  division  must  have  been  left  at  Guarda,  lest  Rey- 
nier, deceiving  Hill,  should  reach  it  first. 

Twenty  thousand  men  of  all  arms  remained,  and 
there  were  two  modes  of  using  them.  V.  In  an 
open  advance  and  battle.  2^  In  a  secret  movement 
and  surprise.  To  effect  the  last,  the  army  might 
have  assembled  in  the  night  upon  the  Azava,  and 
filed  over  the  single  bridge  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  with 
a  view  of  capturing  the  battering  train  by  a  sally,  or 
of  bringing  off  the  garrison.  But  without  dwelling 
vl^Yii^'  on  the  fact  that  Massena's  information  was  so  good 
secdon  I.  that  he  knew,  in  two  days  after  it  occurred,  the  ob- 
ject of  Romana's  visit,  such  a  movement  could 
scarcely  have  been  made  unobserved  even  in  the 
early  part  of  the  siege,  and  certainly  not  towards 
the  end  when  the  enemy  were  on  the  Azava. 

An  open  battle  a  madman  only  would  have  ven- 
tured. The  array,  passing  over  a  plain  in  the  face 
of  nearly  three  times  its  own  numbers,  must  have 
exposed  its  flanks  to  the  enemy's  bridges  on  the 
Agueda,  because  the  fortress  was  situated  in  the 
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bottom  of  a  deep  bend  of  the  river  and  the  French  ^J^^' 
were  on  the  convex  side.  What  hope  then  to  with- 
stand the  eight  thousand  cavalry  and  eighty  guns 
which  would  have  come  pouring  over  the  bridges 
on  the  flanks  and  the  fifty  thousand  infantry  which 
would  have  followed  them  to  the  attack.  What 
would  even  a  momentary  success  .  have  availed  ? 
Five  thousand  undisciplined  men  brought  off  from 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  would  have  ill  supplied  the  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  good  troops  lost  in  the  battle,  and 
the  temporary  relief  of  the  fortress  would  have 
been  a  poor  compensation  for  the  loss  of  Portugal. 
For  what  was  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in  that 
country? — The  militia  deserting  in  crowds  to  the 
harvest,  the  Regency  in  full  opposition  to  the  ge* 
neral,  the  measures  for  laying  waste  the  country  not 
perfected,  and  the  public  mind  desponding  !  The 
enemy  would  soon  have  united  his  whole  force  and 
advanced  to  retrieve  his  honour :  and  how  could  he 
then  have  been  opposed  ? 

Massena,  sagacious  and  well  understanding  his 
business,  only  desired  that  the  attempt  should  be 
made.  He  held  back  his  troops,  appeared  careless, 
and  in  his  proclamations  taunted  the  English  ge^ 
neral,  saying  that  he  was  afraid ! — that  the  sails 
were  flapping  on  the  ships  prepared  to  carry  him 
away — that  he  was  a  man  insensible  to  military 
honour  and  permitted  his  ally's  town  to  fall  without 
risking  a  shot  to  save  them,  or  to  redeem  his 
plighted  word !  But  all  this  subtlety  failed,  lord 
Wellington  was  unmoved,  and  abided  his  own  time. 
''  If  thou  art  a  great  general,  Marius,  come  down 
and  fight  1  If  thou  art  a  great  general.  Silo,  make 
nie  come  down  and  fight !  " 

Ci\idad  Bodrigo,  left  to  its  fate,  held  out  yet  a 
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^^   little  longer,    and  meanwhile  the  enemy  pushed 
infantry  on  to  the  Azava.     Carrera  then  retired  to 


1810. 

^niy.     the  Duas  Casas  river,  and  Crawfurd,  reinforced  with 
the  sixteenth  and  fourteenth  light  dragoons,  placed 
his   cavalry  at  Gallegos,  but  concentrated  his  in- 
fantry in  the  wood  of  Alameda,  two  miles  in  rear. 
From  thence  he  could  fall  back,  either  to  the  bridge 
of  Almeida  by  San  Pedro,  or  to  the  bridge  of  Cas- 
tello  Bom  by  Villa  Formosa.     Obstinate  however 
not  to  relinquish  a  foot  of  ground  that  he  could 
keep  either  by  art  or  force,  he  disposed  his  troops 
in  single  ranks  on  the  rising  grounds  in  the  evening 
of  the  2d  of  July,  and  then  sending  some  horsemen 
to  the  rear  to  raise  the  dust,  marched  the  ranks  of 
infantry  in  succession  and  slowly,  within  sight  of 
the  enemy,  hoping  that  the  latter  would  imagine 
the  whole  army  was  come  up  to  succour  Ciudad 
Rodrigo.    His  artifice  succeeded  and  he  thus  gained 
two  days,  but  on  the  4th  of  July,  a  strong  body  of 
the  enemy  assembled  at  M arialva,  and  a  squadron 
of  horse,  crossing  the  ford  below  the  bridge,  pushed 
at  full  speed  towards   Gallegos  and  drove  back  the 
picquets  ;  the  enemy  then  passed  the  river  and  the 
British  retired  skirmishing  upon  Alameda,  leaving 
however  two  guns,  a  troop  of  the  16th,  and  a  troop 
of  German  hussars  to  cover  the  movement.     This 
rear-guard  had  just  drawn  up  on  a  hill  half  cannon- 
shot  from  a  streamlet  with  marshy  banks,  which 
crossed  the  road  to  Alameda,  when  a  column  of 
French  horsemen  was  observed  coming  on  at  a 
charging  pace,  diminishing  its  front  as  it  approached 
the  bridge,  yet  resolute  to  pass  and  preserving  the 
most  perfect  order  notwithstanding  some  well-di- 
rected shots  from  the  guns.     Captain   Kraiichen- 
berg  of  the  hussars,  proposed  to  charge  those  who 
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first  came  over.     The  English  captain  acting  with  ^^^• 

him  did  not  conceive  his  orders  warranted  such  an • 

attack,  but  the  gallant  Geiman  riding  full  speed  ^aiy. 
against  the  head  of  the  advancing  columns  with  his 
single  troop,  killed  the  leading  officers,  overthrew 
the  front  ranks,  and  drove  the  whole  back.  Mean- 
while the  enemy  crossed  the  stream  at  other  points, 
and  a  squadron  coming  close  up  to  Alameda  was 
driven  off  by  a  volley  from  the  Portuguese  Ca^a- 
dores  of  the  division. 

This  skirmish  was  not  followed  up  by  the  enemy, 
and  Crawfurd  took  a  fresh  post  with  his  infantry 
and  guns  in  a  wood  near  Fort  Conception.  His 
cavalry,  reinforced  by  Julian  Sanchez  and  Carrera  s 
divisions,  were  disposed  higher  up  on  the  Duas 
Casas,  and  the  French  withdrew  behind  the  Azava, 
leaving  only  a  piquet  at  Gallegos.  Their  marauding 
parties  however  entered  the  villages  of  Barquillo 
and  Villa  de  Puerco,  for  three  nights  successively, 
and  Crawfurd  thinking  to  cut  them  off  formed  two 
ambuscades,  one  near  Villa  de  Puerco  with  six 
squadrons,  another  of  three  squadrons  near  Bar- 
qaillo  ;  he  also  placed  his  artillery,  five  companies 
of  the  ninety-fifth  and  the  third  ca^adores  in  re- 
serve, for  the  enemy  were  again  in  force  at  Gallegos 
and  even  in  advance  of  it. 

A  little  after  day -break,  on  the  1 1th,  two  French 
parties  were  observed,  the  one  of  infantry  near  Villa 
de  Puerco,  the  other  of  cavalry  at  Barquillo,  and 
the  open  country  on  the  right  would  have  enabled 
the  six  squadrons  to  get  between  the  infantry  in 
Villa  de  Puerco  and  their  point  of  retreat ;  but  this 
was  circuitous,  and  Crawford  preferred  pushing 
straight  through  a  stone  enclosure  as  the  shortest 
road.    The  enclosure  however  proved  difficult,  the 
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®  xi"^  squadrons  separated,  and  the  French,  two  hundred 
"  -  strong,  had  time  to  draw  up  in  square  on  a  rather 
Wy.*  steep  rise  of  land,  yet  so  far  from  the  edge  as  not 
to  be  seen  until  the  ascent  was  gained.  The  two 
squadrons  which  first  arrived  galloped  in  upon 
them.  The  charge  was  rough  and  pushed  home, 
but  failed,  for  the  troopers  received  the  fire  of  the 
square  in  front  and  on  both  sides,  and  in  passing 
saw  and  heard  the  French  captain,  Guache,  and  his 
serjeant-major  exhorting  the  men  to  shoot  carefully. 
Scarcely  was  this  charge  over  when  the  enemy's 
cavalry  came  out  of  Barquillos,  and  the  two  British 
squadrons  having  re-formed,  rode  against  it  and 
made  twenty-nine  men  and  two  officers  prisoners,  a 
few  being  also  wounded.  Meanwhile  colonel  Talbot 
mounting  the  hill  with  four  squadrons  of  the  four- 
teenth dragoons,  bore  gallantly  in  upon  captain 
Guache ;  but  the  latter  again  opened  such  a  fire, 
that  Talbot  himself  and  fourteen  men  went  down 
close  to  the  bayonets,  and  the  stout  Frenchman 
made  good  his  retreat.  Crawfurd  then  returned  to 
the  camp,  having  had  thirty-two  troopers,  besides 
the  colonel,  killed  or  wounded  in  this  unfortunate 
affair. 

That  day  Ciudad  Rodrigo  surrendered,  and  the 
Spanish  troops,  grieved  and  irritated,  separated 
from  the  light  division  and  marched  by  the  pass  of 
Perales  to  rejoin  Romana.  Crawfurd  now  assumed 
a  fresh  position  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Almeida, 
and  demanded  a  reinforcement  of  two  battalions. 
Lord  Wellington  replied  that  he  would  give  him 
two  divisions  if  he  could  hold  his  ground,  but  that 
he  could  not  do  so,  and  knowing  the  temper  of  the 
man  repeated  his  former  orders  not  to  Jight  beyond 
the  Coa. 
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On  the  21st,  the  enemy's  cavalry  again  advancing,  ^^^• 
Fort  Conception  was  blovra  up  and  Crawfurd  fell  — 
back  to  Almeida,  apparently  disposed  to  cross  the  J^iy. 
Coa,  but  nothing  was  further  from  his  thoughts. 
Braving  the  whole  French  army,  he  had  kept  a 
weak  division  for  three  months  within  two  hours 
march  of  sixty  thousand  men,  appropriating  the 
resources  of  the  plains  entirely  to  himself.  But 
this  exploit,  only  to  be  appreciated  by  military  men, 
did  not  satisfy  his  feverish  thirst  of  distinction. 
Hitherto  he  had  safely  affronted  a  superior  power, 
and  forgetting  that  his  stay  beyond  the  Coa  was  a 
matter  of  sufferance  not  real  strength,  with  head- 
strong ambition  he  resolved,  in  defiance  of  reason 
and  of  the  reiterated  orders  of  his  general,  to  fight 
on  the  right  bank. 

His  British  force  under  arms  now  consisted  of 
four  thousand  infantry  eleven  hundred  cavalry  and 
six  guns,  and  his  position,  one  mile  and  a  half  in 
length,  extended  in  an  oblique  line  towards  the 
Coa.  The  cavalry  piquets  were  upon  the  plain  in 
his  front,  his  right  was  on  some  broken  ground, 
his  left,  resting  on  an  unfinished  tower  eight  hun* 
dred  yards  from  Almeida,  was  defended  by  the 
guns  of  that  fortress ;  but  his  back  was  on  the  edge 
of  the  ravine  forming  the  channel  of  the  Coa,  and 
the  bridge  was  more  than  a  mile  distant^  in  the 
bottom  of  the  chasm. 


COMBAT  OF   THE   COA. 

A  stormy  night  ushered  in  the  24th  of  July. 
The  troops,  drenched  with  rain,  were  under  arms 
before  day-light,  expecting  to  retire,  when  a  few 
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^^^   pistol  shots  in  front  followed  by  an  order  for  the 
►cavalry   reserves   and   the   guns   to  advance  gave 


/aiy.'  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach.  The  morning 
cleared  and  twenty-four  thousand  French  infantry 
five  thousand  cavalry  and  thirty  pieces  of  artillery 
were  observed  in  march  beyond  the  Turones.  The 
British  line  was  immediately  contract^  and  brought 
under  the  edge  of  the  ravine,  but  Ney,  observing 
Crawfurd's  false  disposition,  came  down  with  the 
stoop  of  an  eagle.  Four  thousand  horsemen  and  a 
powerful  artillery  swept  the  plain,  the  allied  cavalry 
gave  back,  and  Loison's  infantry,  running  up  at  a 
charging  pace,  made  towards  the  centre  and  lef):  of 
the  position. 

While  the  French  were  thus  pouring  onward, 
several  ill-judged  changes  were  made  on  the  English 
side.  Part  of  the  troops  were  advanced,  others 
drawn  back,  and  the  forty-third  regiment  was,  most 
unaccountably,  placed  within  an  enclosure  of  solid 
masonry  ten  feet  high,  situated  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  about  half-musket  shot  down  the  ravine  and 
having  but  one  narrow  outlet.  The  firing  in  front 
soon  became  heavy,  the  cavalry,  the  artillery  and 
the  Portuguese  ca^adores  successively  passed  the 
enclosure  in  retreat,  and  the  sharp  clang  of  the 
rifles  was  heard  along  the  edge  of  the  plain  above. 
A  few  moments  later  and  the  imprisoned  regiment 
would  have  been  surrounded  without  a  hope  of 
escape,  but  here,  as  in  every  other  part  of  the  field, 
the  quickness  and  knowledge  of  the  battalion  ofEcera 
remedied  the  faults  of  the  general.  One  minute 
sufficed  to  loosen  some  large  stones,  a  powerful 
effort  burst  the  wall,  and  the  forty-third,  re-formed 
in  column  of  companies,  was  the  next  instant  up 
with  the  riflemen.     There  was  no  room  to  array  the 
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line,  no  time  for  any  thing  but  battle ;  every  cap-   c^^- 
tain  carried  off  his   company  as   an   independent- 


body,  and  joining  as  he  could  with  the  ninety-fifth  Joiy ' 
and  fifty-second,  the  whole  presented  a  mass  of 
skirmishers,  acting  in  small  parties  and  under  no 
regular  command,  yet  each  confident  in  the  courage 
and  discipline  of  those  on  his  right  and  left ;  and 
all,  regelating  their  movements  by  a  common  dis- 
cretion, kept  together  with  surprizing  vigour. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  describe  the  first  burst  of 
French  soldiers.  It  is  well  known  with  what 
gallantry  the  officers  lead,  with  what  vehemence 
the  troops  follow,  and  with  what  a  storm  of  fire 
they  waste  a  field  of  battle.  At  this  moment,  with 
the  advantage  of  ground  and  numbers,  they  were 
breaking  over  the  edge  of  the  ravine,  their  guns 
ranged  along  the  summit  played  hotly  with  grape, 
and  their  hussars  galloping  over  the  glacis  of  Al- 
meida poured  down  the  road  sabring  every  thing 
in  their  way.  Ney,  desirous  that  Montbrun  should 
follow  this  movement  with  the  whole  of  the  French 
cavalry  and  so  cut  off  the  troops  from  the  bridge, 
sent  five  officers  in  succession  to  urge  him  on ;  and, 
so  mixed  were  friends  and  enemies  at  this  moment, 
that  only  a  few  guns  of  the  fortress  dared  open 
and  no  courage  could  have  availed  against  such 
overwhelming  numbers.  But  Montbrun  enjoyed 
an  independent  command,  and  as  the  attack  was 
made  without  Massena's  knowledge  he  would  not 
stir.  Then  the  British  regiments,  with  singular 
intelligence  and  discipline,  extricated  themselves 
from  tlieif  perilous  situation.  Falling  back  slowly, 
stopping  and  fighting  whenever  opportunity  offered, 
they  made  their  way  through  a  rugged  country 
tangled  with  vineyards,  in  despite  of  their  enemies, 

who  were  yet  so  fierce  and  eager,  that  even  the 
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BOOK   horsemen  rode  in  amongst  the  enclosures,  striking  at 
• —  the  soldiers  as  they  mounted  the  walls  or  scrambled 

1810.  ,  ,  ^ 

July,     over  the  rocks. 

The  retreating  troops  now  approached  the  river, 
and  the  ground  became  more  open,  but  the  left 
wing  being  the  hardest  pressed,  and  having  the 
shortest  distance  to  retreat,  arrived  while  the  bridge 
was  quite  crowded  with  artillery  and  cavalry.  The 
right  wing  was  still  distant  and  major  M^Leod  of 
the  forty-third  perceiving  all  the  danger  rallied 
four  companies  of  his  regiment  on  a  hill  covering 
the  line  of  passage;  he  was  immediately  jomed 
by  some  of  the  riflemen  and  at  the  same  time  the 
brigade-major  Rowan  posted  two  companies  on 
another  hill  to  the  left,  flanking  the  road.  These 
two  posts  were  maintained  for  some  time  while  the 
right  wing  filed  over  the  bridge  behind  them,  hot 
at  last  the  French  gathering  in  great  numbers  and 
making  a  serious  rush,  forced  the  British  companies 
back  before  the  bridge  could  be  cleared  and  while 
a  part  of  the  fifty-second  was  a  considerable 
distance  from  it.  The  danger  was  imminent,  but 
M'Leod,  a  young  man,  yet  endowed  with  a  natural 
genius  for  war,  immediately  turned  his  horse  round, 
called  on  the  troops  to  follow,  and  waving  his 
cap,  rode  with  a  shout  towards  the  enemy.  The 
suddenness  of  the  thing  and  the  animating  action 
of  the  man,  produced  the  efiect  he  designed ;  s 
mob  of  soldiers  rushed  after  him,  cheering  and 
charging  as  if  a  whole  army  had  been  at  their 
backs;  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  astonished  at  this 
unexpected  movement,  stopped  short,  and  before 
they  could  recover  from  their  surprise  the  fifty- 
second  passed  the  river,  M'Leod  followed  at  full 
speed  and  the  whole  gained  the  other  side  without 
a  disaster. 
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As  the  infantry  passed  the  bridge  they  planted   ^f^^' 
themaelved  in  loose  order  on  the  side  of  the  moun-  ""^ — 
tain,  the  artillery  drew  up  on  the  summit,  and  the    '^^y- 
cavalry  was  disposed  on  all  the  roads  to  the  right. 
This  disposition  was  made  to   watch  some  fords 
two  miles  above  the  bridge,  and  also  to  observe  the 
bridge  of  Castello  Bom ;  for  it  was  to  be  appre- 
hended that  while  Ney  was  thus  attacking  in  front, 
Junot  might  pass  at  those  places  with  the  eighth 
corps,  and  so  get  between  the  light  division  and 
Celorico.     The  river  veas  however  rising  fast  from 
the  heavy  rain,  and  at  all  events  it  was  impossible 
to  retreat  farther  until  nightfall. 

The  French  skirmishers,  swarming  on  the  right 
bank,  soon  opened  a  biting  fire,  which  was  returned 
as  bitterly ;  the  artillery  on  both  sides  played  across 
the  ravine,  the  sounds  were  repeated  by  number- 
less echoes,  and  the  smoke,  rising  slowly,  resolved 
itself  into  an  inunense  arch,  spanning  the  whole 
chasm  and  sparkling  with  the  whirling  fuzes  of 
the  fljang  shells.  The  enemy  gathered  fast  and 
thickly,  his  columns  were  discovered  forming  be- 
hind the  high  rocks,  and  a  dragoon  was  seen  to 
try  the  depth  of  the  stream  above,  but  two  shots 
from  the  fifty-second  killed  horse  and  man,  and  the 
carcases  floating  down  between  the  hostile  bands 
showed  that  the  river  was  impassable.  The  mono- 
tonous tones  of  a  French  drum  were  then  heard, 
and  the  next  instant,  the  head  of  a  noble  column 
darkened  the  long  narrow  bridge,  a  drummer  and 
an  officer  in  a  splendid  uniform  leaped  together  to 
the  front,  and  the  whole  rushed  on  with  loud  cries. 
The  depth  of  the  ravine  at  first  deceived  the 
English  soldiers'  aim,  and  two-thirds  of  the  pas- 
sage was  won  ere  a  shot  had  brought  down  an 
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^^  enemy ;  yet  a  few  paces  onwards  the  line  of  death 
— — —  was  traced,  and  the  whole  of  the  leading  French 
Jaij.'  section  fell  as  one  man  !  The  gallant  column  still 
pressed  forward,  but  none  could  pass  that  ter- 
rible line ;  the  killed  and  wounded  rolled  together 
until  the  heap  rose  nearly  even  with  the  parapet, 
and  the  living  mass  behind  melted  away  rather  than 
gave  back. 

The  shouts  of  the  British  now  rose  loudly,  yet 
they  were  confidently  answered,  and  in  half  an 
hour,  a  second  column  more  numerous  than  the 
first  again  crowded  the  bridge.  This  time  how- 
ever the  range  of  fire  was  better  judged,  and  ere 
half  the  distance  was  won  the  multitude  was  again 
torn,  shattered,  dispersed,  or  slain ;  ten  or  twelve 
men  only  succeeded  in  crossing  and  took  shelter 
under  the  rocks  at  the  brink  of  the  river.  The 
skirmishing  was  then  renewed,  and  a  French  sur- 
geon coming  down  to  the  very  foot  of  the  bridge, 
merely  waved  his  handkerchief  and  commenced 
dressing  the  wounded  under  the  hottest  fire ;  nor 
was  this  brave  man's  touching  appeal  unheeded, 
every  musket  turned  from  him,  although  his  still 
undaunted  countrymen  were  preparing  for  a  third 
attempt.  And  this  last  eflfort  was  soon  made, 
but  with  fewer  numbers  and  less  energy,  for 
the  impossibility  of  forcing  the  passage  was  now 
quite  apparent. 

Nevertheless,  the  combat  was  unnecessarily  con- 
tinued. By  the  French,  as  a  point  of  honour,  to 
cover  the  escape  of  those  who  had  passed  the 
bridge ;  by  the  English,  from  ignorance  of  their 
object.  One  of  the  enemy's  guns  was  dismantled, 
a  powder-magazine  blew  up,  and  many  continued 
to  fall  on  both  sides  until  about  four  o'clock,  when 
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a  heavy  rain  causing  a  momentary  cessation  of  fire,   ^"4.^' 
the  men  amongst  the  rocks  returned  unmolested,  ""^^J^ 
to  their   own  side;     the   fight    then   ceased  and    '"*y. 
Crawfurd  retired  in  the  night  behind  the  Pinhel 
river.      Forty-four  Portuguese,   two   hundred  and 
seventy-two  British,  including  twenty-eight  oflBcers, 
were  killed,  wounded,  or  taken ;  and  it  was  at  first 
supposed  that  lieutenant  Dawson  and  half  a  com- 
pany of  the  fifty-second  which  had  been  posted  in 
the  unfinished  tower  were  also  captured ;  but  that 
officer  kept  close  until  the  evening,  and  then  with 
great  intelligence  passed   all   the    enemy's  posts, 
crossed  the  Coa  at  a  ford,  and  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment. 

The  French  lost  above  a  thousand  men,  and  the 
slaughter  at  the  bridge  was  fearful  to  behold.  But 
Massena  claimed  to  have  taken  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  which  was  true,  for  the  iron  guns  in- 
tended to  arm  an  unfinished  tower  near  Almeida 
were  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  building,  and  thus 
fell  into  his  hands.  They  belonged  however  to  the 
garrison,  not  to  the  light  division,  and  that  they 
were  not  mounted  and  the  tower  garrisoned  was  a 
great  negligence.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  the 
French  cavalry  could  not  have  charged  the  left  of 
the  position,  and  the  after-investment  of  Almeida 
itself  would  have  been  retarded. 

During  the  fight  general  Picton  came  up  from 
Pinhel  alone,  and  when  Crawfurd  asked  him  for 
the  support  of  the  third  division  he  refused,  and 
they  separated  after  a  sharp  altercation.  Picton 
was  certainly  wrong,  because  Crawfurd's  situation 
was  one  of  extreme  danger.  He  could  not  retire, 
and  Massena  might  undoubtedly  have  thrown  his 
reserves,  by  the  bridge  of  Castello  Bom,  upon  the 
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*x?.^   right  flank  of  the  division,  and   destroyed  it  be- 

— — —  tween  the  Coa  and  the  Pinhel  rivers.     Picton  and 
1810.      ^        ^     , 
July.     Crawfurd  virere,  however,  not  formed  by  nature  to 

act  cordially  together.  The  stem  countenance^ 
robust  frame,  saturnine  complexion,  caustic  speech, 
and  austere  demeanour  of  the  first,  promised  little 
sympathy  with  the  short  thick  figure,  dark  flashing 
eyes,  quick  movements  and  fiery  temper  of  the 
second  :  nor  did  they  often  meet  without  a  quarrel. 
Nevertheless,  they  had  many  points  of  resemblance 
in  their  characters  and  fortunes.  Both  were  in- 
clined to  harshness,  and  rigid  in  command ;  both 
were  prone  to  disobedience,  yet  exacting  entire 
submission  from  inferiors ;  and  they  were  alike 
ambitious  and  craving  of  glory.  They  both  pos- 
sessed decided  military  talents,  were  enterprising 
and  intrepid ;  yet  neither  were  remarkable  for 
skill  in  handling  troops  under  fire.  This  also  they 
had  in  common,  that  both,  after  distinguished  ser- 
vices, perished  in  arms  fighting  gallantly;  and 
being  celebrated  as  generals  of  division  while 
living,  have  since  their  death  been  injudiciously 
spoken  of  as  rivalling  their  great  leader  in  war. 

That  they  were  officers  of  mark  and  pretension  is 
unquestionable,  and  Crawfurd  more  so  than  Picton, 
because  the  latter  never  had  a  separate  command, 
and  his  opportunities  were  necessarily  more  circum- 
scribed;  but  to  compare  either  to  the  duke  of 
Wellington  displays  ignorance  of  the  men  and  of 
the  art  they  professed.  If  they  had  even  compre- 
hended the  profound  military  and  political  combi- 
nations he  was  then  conducting,  the  one  would  have 
carefully  avoided  fighting  on  the  Coa,  and  the 
other,  far  from  refusing,  would  have  eagerly  prof- 
fered his  support. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

During  the  siege  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  an  expedi-   chap. 

tion,  sailing  from  Corufia  under  Porlier,  seized  and '— 

dismantled  Santona,  and  other  points  on  the  coast,  joiy! 
and  Mahi  coming  down  from  the  Gallician  moun- 
tains menaced  Astorga,  while  part  of  his  army  under 
Toboado  Gil  occupied  Puebla  de  Senabria  and 
acted  in  concert  with  Silveira.  Mahi*s  movements 
were  unopposed  by  Kellerman  and  Serras  during 
the  siege  of  Rodrigo,  because  the  former  occupied 
Banos  at  too  great  a  distance,  and  the  troops  of  the 
latter  were  too  widely  spread.  But  when  the  place 
fell,  the  eighth  corps  repassed  the  Tormes  to  gather 
provisions,  which  enabled  Serras  to  concentrate 
and  act  against  the  Gallicians.  Mahi  was  then 
driven  back  to  the  hills,  and  Toboado  Gil,  removing 
his  stores  from  Puebla  de  Senabria,  drew  closer  to 
Silveira  in  expectation  of  an  attack.  Serras  how- 
ever merely  placed  a  Swiss  battalion  and  sixty 
dragoons  in  Puebla  and  then  fell  back  to  Zamora 
while  the  eighth  corps  returned  to  the  Agueda. 
These  were  the  only  efforts  of  the  Spaniards  to  draw 
off  any  of  the  besiegers  from  Ciudad  and  give  the 
English  general  an  opportunity  of  recovering  it. 

Meanwhile  Bonet  had  defeated  the  Spaniards  at 
Sales,  and  entered  Castropol  on  the  frontier  of 
Gallicia,  but  he  returned  to  Oviedo  on  hearing  of 
the  expedition  to  Santona.  The  Spaniards  then 
re-embarked  for  Conina  and  the  project  of  a  larger 
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^JJ*^    armament,  to  be  directed  against  Santander  itself, 
was  adopted.     For  the  success  of  this  small  enter- 


1810. 

^^r  prise  elated  the  allies,  and  Mahi  boasted,  that  if 
arms  and  ammunition  were  supplied  by  England  he 
would  clear  the  plains  of  Leon  as  far  as  the  Esla 
river.  His  desires  were  fulfilled,  and  sir  Home 
Popham  was  appointed  to  superintend  a  great  naval 
expedition  against  the  Asturian  and  Biscay  coasts. 
General  Reynier  now  passed  the  Ti^s  with  the 
second  corps,  but  this  movement  should  have  been 
executed  in  June ;  for  boats  were  collected  at  Barca 
de  Alconete  in  the  middle  of  that  month  and  the 
French  only  waited  for  a  detachment  from  Anda- 
lusia ;  but  Mendizabel,  taking  the  road  of  Zafra, 
attacked  their  detachment  at  Los  Santos  on  the 
23d,  and  Reynier  immediately  moved  to  its  succour 
with  one  division  of  infantry  and  all  his  cavalry. 
This  was  however  the  moment  when  Lacy's  expedi- 
tion to  the  Ronda  had  drawn  Mortier  with  the  fifth 
.  corps  from  Seville,  and  the  French  troops  on  the 
Odiel  falling  back  to  the  Tinto  enabled  Copons  to 
advance  and  gather  providions  on  the  former  river. 
This  state  of  affairs  was  so  threatening,  that  Reynier, 
after  disengaging  his  detachment,  instead  of  re- 
turning to  Merida  endeavoured  to  surprise  Imas  at 
Xeres  de  los  Cavalleros,  and  failing  in  that  he 
pushed  across  the  Morena  against  Ballesteros ;  and 
his  march  was  so  sudden  that  the  Spanish  general 
who  was  at  Campo  Frio,  beyond  Aracena,  could  only 
save  himself  by  a  hasty  flight  into  Portugal.  During 
these  events  Lacy  was  beaten  in  the  Ronda,  the 
fifth  corps  retired  to  Seville,  and  D'Arembei^  and 
Remond  re-occupied  Huelva  and  Moguer :  Reynier 
then  going  back  to  Merida  resumed  his  design  of 
passing  the  Tagus. 
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His  boats  were  still  at  Alconete,  for  the  Spaniards  ^^^^ 
had  neglected  this  opportunity  of  destroying  them ;  ~^ — 
but  as  it  was  necessary  to  cover  the  operations  from  Wy. 
Hiirs  division  which  was  concentrated  at  Campo 
Mayor,  and  from  the  Portuguese  troops  behind  the 
Elga  river,  a  strong  rear  guard  was  placed  on  the  Sa- 
lor  to  watch  the  former,  and  Kellerman's  division  ad- 
vanced from  Bancs  to  Goria  to  awe  the  latter. 
Quitting  Merida  the  10th,  Reynier  marched  by 
Tnuillo  and  Caceres  upon  Alconete  and  Almaraz, 
at  which  places  he  passed  the  Tagus.  His  rear 
guard  followed  on  the  16th  just  in  time  to  avoid  an 
attack;  for  general  Hill  had  received  orders  to 
unite  with  Romana,  and  drive  the  second  corps 
back  with  a  view  to  gather  the  harvest  for  the 
victualling  of  Badajos  and  the  other  frontier  for- 
tresses. The  passage  of  the  Tagus  being  thus 
effected  by  the  French  general,  Hill  made  a  parallel 
movement  which  on  his  part  only  required  thirty- 
six  hours ;  and  meanwhile,  lord  Wellington  assem- 
bled at  Thomar,  under  the  command  of  general 
Leith,  a  reserve  of  eight  thousand  Portuguese,  and 
two  thousand  British  infantry  just  arrived  from 
England. 

When  Reynier  reached  Coria  he  detached  a  force 
by  Perales  upon  Sabugal,  but  recalled  it  when  he 
found  that  Hill,  having  crossed  the  Tagus  by  Vilha 
Velha,  was  at  Castello  Branco  on  the  21st.  The 
two  generals  then  faced  each  other.  Hill,  joined 
by  a  strong  body  of  Portuguese  cavalry  under 
general  Fane,  encamped  with  sixteen  thousand  men 
and  eighteen  guns  at  Sarzedas,  just  in  front  of  the 
Sobreira  Formosa.  His  advanced  guard  was  in 
Castello  Branco,  his  horsemen  on  the  line  of  the 
Pon^ul,  and  he  detached  a  brigade  of  Portuguese 
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^^   infantry  to  Fundao,  to  keep  up  the  communication 
•  with  Guarda  and  to  cover  the  Estrada  Nova.     Be- 


IBIO. 

July-  hind  him  Leith  occupied  the  line  of  the  2^ere,  and 
thus  twenty *six  thousand  men,  besides  the  militia, 
were  in  obsen^ation  between  the  Estrella  and  the 
Tagus. 

Reynier  first  made  demonstrations  on  the  side  of 
Salvatierra,  but  he  was  repulsed  by  some  Portu- 
guese cavalry.  He  then  divided  his  forces  between 
Penamacor  and  Zarza  Mayor,  established  a  post  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
TaguSy  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Del  Monte,  and 
by  continual  movements,  rendered  it  doubtful  whe- 
ther he  meant  to  repass  the  Tagus,  to  advance  upon 
Sarzedas,  or  to  join  Massena.  Meanwhile,  Balles- 
teros  returned  to  Aracena,  Imas  to  Xeres  de  los 
Cavalleros,  O'Donnel  entered  Truxillo,  and  Carlos 
d'Espana  surprised  the  post  on  the  Rio  del  Monte. 
Romana  was,  however,  soon  obliged  to  concentrate 
his  troops  again,  for  Mortier  arrived  on  the  Gua- 
dalquiver  with  a  view  to  re-enter  Estremadura. 
Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  in  August,  when 
Massena,  informed  that  Rejrnier  was  at  last  across 
the  Tagus,  directed  the  sixth  and  eighth  corps  and 
the  cavalry  to  invest  Almeida.  This  led,  as  we 
have  seen  to  Crawfiird  s  combat  on  the  Coa,  during 
which  Loison,  imagining  the  governor  to  be  a  native 
general,  pressed  him  to  desert  the  English,  ''  that  vile 
people  whose  object  was  to  enslave  the  Portuguese.'' 

Lord  Wellington's  situation  was  now  embarrass- 
ing. Ciudad  Rodrigo  furnished  the  French  with  a 
place  of  arms,  they  might  disregard  Almeida,  and 
their  tardy  investment  of  it,  viewed  in  conjunction 
with  the  great  magazines  collecting  at  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  indicated  an  intention  of  so  doing.     The 
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sixth  corps  and  the  reserve  cavalry  were,  indeed,   chaf. 
around  Almeida,  but  by  telegraphic  intercourse  with 


the  garrison,  it  was  kno\^n  that  the  investment  was  July, 
not  real,  and  the  heads  of  the  columns  pointed 
towards  Celorico.  Loison's  advanced  guard  entered 
Pinhel  the  day  after  Crawfurd's  action ;  the  second 
corps  b^ing  divided  between  Zarza  Mayor  and 
Penamacor,  and  having  boats  near  Alcantara  on  the 
Tagus,  menaced  equally  the  line  of  that  river  and 
the  line  of  the  Zezere ;  and  it  was  as  likely  that 
Massena  would  join  Reynier  as  that  Reynier  would 
join  Massena.  It  was  known  by  an  intercepted 
letter  that  Napoleon  had  ordered  Reynier  to  invade 
by  the  line  of  Abrantes,  while  the  fifth  corps  entered 
the  Alemtejo,  and  Massena  acted  by  the  valley  of 
the  Mondego;  but  as  Reynier  was  by  the  same 
letter  placed  under  Massena's  command,  and  the 
fifth  corps  was  not  then  in  a  condition  to  move 
against  the  Alemtejo,  no  certain  notion  of  the 
enemy's  intention  could  be  formed. 

The  eighth  corps  and  the  divisions  of  Serras  and 
Kellerman,  being  between  the  Tonnes  and  the  Esla, 
might  break  into  the  northern  provinces  of  Portugal, 
while  the  sixth  and  second  corps  should  hold  the 
allies  in  check ;  and  this  was  undoubtedly  the 
surest  course,  because  the  taking  of  Oporto  would 
have  furnished  many  resources,  stricken  the  natives 
with  terror,  dispersed  the  northern  militia,  opened 
the  great  coast- road  to  Lisbon,  and  enabled  Massena 
to  avoid  all  the  difficult  country  about  the  Mondego. 
The  English  general  must  then  have  retired  before 
the  second  and  sixth  corps,  unless  he  attacked  Ney ; 
an  unpromising  measure,  because  of  the  enemy's 
strength  in  horse :  in  fine,  Massena,  though  dila- 
tory, had  one  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  men ; 
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^x?^  the  initial  power  was  his,  and  the  English  general 

was  forced  to  await  his  movements. 

Attgtttt.  The  actual  position  of  the  allies  was  too  ex- 
tended and  too  forward,  yet  to  retire  at  once  would 
have  seemed  timid;  hence  lord  Wellington  re- 
mained quiet  during  the  25th9  26th,  and  27th  of 
July,  although  the  enemy's  posts  were  thickening 
on  the  Pinhel  river.  The  28lii,  the  British  cavaliy 
advanced  to  Frexadas,  but  the  infantry  withdrew 
behind  the  Mondego,  except  the  fourth  division 
which  remained  at  Guarda.  The  light  division 
occupied  Celorico ;  the  other  divisions  were  posted 
at  Penhancos,  Carapichina,  and  Fomos ;  the  Por- 
tuguese troops  were  a  day's  march  behind.  The  sick 
and  wounded  men  were  transferred  daily  to  the  rear, 
the  line  of  retreat  was  always  kept  free  from  encum- 
brance and  the  army  prepared  for  action.  In  this 
state  of  affairs  the  enemy  made  a  demonstration 
towards  St.  Joa  de  Pesquera,  and  defeated  some 
militia  at  Fosboa  on  the  Douro,  but  the  whole  finally 
retired  across  the  Coa,  and,  after  a  few  skirmishes 
with  the  garrison  on  the  3rd  of  August,  left  the 
communication  with  Almeida  again  free.  At  the 
same  time,  a  detachment  of  Reynier's  horse  being 
encountered  at  Atalaya,  near  Fundao,  was  beaten  by 
the  Portuguese  cavalry  and  ordenan^a,  with  a  loss 
of  fifty  killed  or  taken :  the  French  then  also  with- 
drew from  Penamacor. 

Meanwhile,  on  the  side  of  Gallicia,  Kellerman 
entered  Castro  Contrijo,  and  part  of  Serras'  troops, 
advancing  towards  Monterey,  ordered  provbions 
for  ten  thousand  men  on  the  road  to  Braganza. 
Silveira  immediately  marched  against  Puebla  de 
Senabria,  drove  off  the  French  cavalry  and  invested 
the  Swiss  on  the  7th.     They  capitulated  on  the 
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10th  at  the  moment  when  Serras,  who  had  so  care-  ^^^*** 
lessly  left  them  there  and  neglected  to  succour  them  ~^ — 
in  time,  was  coming  to  their  relief.     Five  hundred   Augmt. 
men  and  an  eag^e  were  thus  captured,  and  Silveira 
in  his  foolish  pride  would  have  given  battle  to  the 
French,  but  Beresford,  alarmed  at  his  rashness,  sent 
him  imperative  orders  to  retreat.     He  obeyed,  yet 
in  so  slovenly  a  manner  as  to  abandon  his  rear-guard 
under  colonel  J.  Wilson,  who  nevertheless  saved  it 
under  circumstances  of  such  diflSiculty  that  he  re- 
ceived the  public  thanks  of  the  marshal. 

This  advantage  in  the  north  was  balanced  by  a 
disaster  in  Estremadura.  The  Spanish  generals, 
never  much  disposed  to  respect  lord  Wellington's 
counsels,  were  now  discontented  by  the  fall  of 
Ciudad  Rodrigo.  He  had  pressed  upon  Romana 
the  policy  of  avoiding  battles;  had  obtained  Campo 
Mayor  for  him  as  a  place  of  arms,  with  leave  to 
retire  into  Portugal  when  overmatched  by  the 
enemy ;  and  he  had  shewn  him  that  Hill's  depar- 
ture greatly  augmented  the  necessity  of  caution. 
Romana,  despising  this  counsel,  joined  Ballesteros. 
Their  united  forces  amounted  to  eighteen  thousand 
infantry  and  two  thousand  cavalry,  besides  Parti- 
das;  and  the  English  general,  foreseeing  they  would 
offer  battle,  be  defeated,  and  thus  lay  open  the 
Alemtejo,  ordered  Hill  to  send  Madden's  Portu- 
guese cavalry  in  all  haste  to  their  succour.  That 
officer  crossed  the  Tagus  and  reached  Campo 
Mayor  the  14th,  but  he  was  too  late;  Romana's  ad- 
vanced guard  under  Mendizabel,  already  defeated  at  , 
Benvenida  by  Mortier  on  the  11th  with  a  loss  of 
six  hundred  men,  was  going  to  lay  down  its  arms 
when  fortunately  Carrera  arrived  with  the  Spanish 
cavalry  and  disengaged  it.  The  whole  then  re- 
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l^^pK  treated  across  the  Morena  to  Monte  Molin  and  Fre- 
'  —  genal,  pursued  by  the  French  who  slew  or  took 
Augott.  four  hundred.  The  next  day  Mortier  entered  Zafra 
camri  &nd  Romana  retired  to  Almendralejos. 
despatches  rjij^^  dcfencc  of  Portugal  was  now  shaken  to  its 
centre,  for  there  was  nothing  in  front  to  prevent 
the  fifth  corps  from  penetrating  to  the  Tagus,  and 
thus  drawing  lord  Wellington  in  all  haste  from 
Beira,  before  the  measures  for  laying  waste  the 
country  as  he  retired  were  ripe  for  executicm. 
But  a  similar  accident  saved  the  necessity  of  this. 
For  Lacy,  sailing  from  Cadiz  under  the  convoy 
of  captain  Cockburn  of  the  British  navy,  landed 
three  thousand  men  near  Moguer  and  drove  the 
duke  of  Aremberg  towards  Seville,  while  Copons 
drove  general  Remond  upon  Zalamea.  The  French 
soon  rallied  and  forced  Lacy  to  re-embark;  yet 
on  the  first  alarm  Mortier  had  been  recalled  to  the 
Morena,  and  Romana  once  more  occupied  Zafra. 
This  affair  at  Moguer  was  contemptible  in  itself,  but 
the  check  it  gave  to  Mortier's  progress,  and  the  very 
tumid  dispatch  written  by  captain  Cockburn  on  the 
occasion  gave  it  a  momentary  celebrity. 

It  would  appear  that  Massena  had  been  viraiting 
for  Mortier's  cooperation,  for  on  the  day  the  latter 
entered  Zafra,  the  sixth  corps  formally  invested 
Almeida.  Lord  Wellington  immediately  brought 
up  the  Portuguese  army  and  placed  it  at  Celorico, 
Govea,  Melho,  and  Trancoso,  while  the  British 
troops  occupied  Pinhel,  Freyadas,  and  Guarda. 
In  these  positions,  expecting  a  vigorous  defence 
from  Almeida,  he  hoped  to  delay  the  enemy  for  two 
months,  when  the  rainy  season  would  give  him  far- 
ther advantages  in  defence  of  the  country.  His 
original  intention  had  been  to  keep  the  light  divi- 
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sion  always  on  the  Cabe^a  Negro,  overhanging  the   chap. 
bridge  of  the  Coa,  in  the  view  of  securing  a  com- 


munication with  the  fortress,  or  forcing  the  French  Asgut. 
to  invest  the  place  with  their  whole  army.  Craw- 
ford's rashness  marred  this  plan,  and  he  was  per- 
sonally so  dispirited  by  the  action  on  the  24th, 
that  the  commander-in-chief  did  not  think  it  pru- 
dent to  renew  the  project.  Yet  Massena's  tardiness 
aod  the  small  force  with  which  he  finally  invested 
the  place,  led  lord  Wellington  again  to  think  of  as- 
sembling secretly  a  large  and  chosen  body  of  men 
behind  the  Cabe^a  Negro,  with  the  view  of  sud- 
denly forcing  the  bridge  and  the  fords,  and  taking 
the  French  battering  train,  or  at  least  bringing  off 
the  garrison ;  but  while  revolving  this  great  stroke 
in  his  mind  an  unexpected  and  terrible  disaster 
broke  his  measures. 


SIEGE   OF    ALMEIDA. 

This  fortress,  although  regularly  constructed  with 
six  bastions,  ravelins,  an  excellent  ditch  and  covered 
way,  was  extremely  defective.  The  ramparts  were 
too  high  for  the  glacis,  and  from  some  near  ground 
on  the  side  of  the  attack  the  bottom  of  the  ditch 
might  be  seen.  An  old  square  castle,  built  on  a 
mound  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  contained  three 
bomb  proofs,  the  doors  of  which  were  not  secure, 
and  with  the  exception  of  some  damp  casements  in 
one  bastion,  there  was  no  other  magazine  for  the 
powder.     Colonel  Cox  was  governor,  and  his  garri-  coionei 


son,  composed  of  one  regular  and  two  militia  regi- 
ments, a  body  of  artillery  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry, 
amounted  to  about  four  thousand  men. 


Cox'g  Nir- 
ratire. 
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^^XL        ^^  ^^^  1^*^'  *^®   trenches  were  begun  under 


cover  of  a  false  attack,  and  in  the  morning  of  the 
Augort.  26th  the  second  parallel  being  commenced,  sixty- 
five  pieces  of  artillery,  arming  ten  batteries,  opened 
at  once.  Many  houses  were  soon  in  flames,  and  the 
garrison  was  unable  to  extinguish  them,  yet  the 
counter-fire  was  briskly  maintained  and  very  litde 
military  damage  was  sustained.  Towards  evening 
the  cannonade  slackened  on  both  sides,  but  just  after 
dark  the  ground  suddenly  trembled,  the  castle  burst- 
ing into  a  thousand  pieces  gave  vent  to  a  column  of 
smoke  and  fire,  and  with  a  prodigious  noise  the 
whole  town  sunk  into  a  shapeless  ruin  !  Treason  or 
.  accident  had  caused  the  magazines  to  explode,  and 
the  devastation  was  incredible.  The  ramparts  were 
breached  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  guns  thrown 
into  the  ditch,  five  hundred  people  were  struck 
dead  on  the  instant,  only  six  houses  left  standing, 
the  stones  thrown  out  hurt  forty  of  the  besiegers  in 
the  trenches,  and  the  surviving  garrison,  aghast  at 
the  horrid  commotion,  disregarded  all  exhortations 
to  rally.  Fearing  that  the  enemy  would  take  the 
opportunity  to  storm  the  ramparts,  the  governor  beat 
to  arms,  and  running  to  the  walls,  with  the  help  of 
an  artillery  officer,  fired  oflF  the  few  guns  that  re- 
mained. No  attack  was  made,  but  the  French  shells 
fell  thickly  all  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  of  the 
27th,  two  officers  appeared  at  the  gates,  bearing  a 
letter  firom  Massena  with  an  oflfer  of  terms. 

Cox,  though  farther  resistance  was  impossible, 
hoped  the  army  would  make  a  movement  to  succour 
him  if  he  could  impose  upon  the  enemy  for  two  or 
three  days ;  and  he  was  in  the  act  of  refusing  the 
prince  of  Esling's  oflfer,  when  a  mutiny,  headed 
openly  by  the  lieutenant-governor  Bernardo  Costa, 
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and  secretly  by  Jos6  Bareiros  the  chief  of  artillery,  ^^^^^ 
who  had  been  for  some  time  in  secret  correspon-  — — — 
dence  with  the  French,  forced  him  to  yield.  The  Angui. 
remainder  of  the  native  officers,  disturbed  by  fear  or 
swayed  by  the  influence  of  those  two,  were  more 
willing  to  follow  than  to  oppose  their  dishonourable 
proceedings,  and  Costa  expressed  his  resolution  to 
hoist  the  white  flag.  The  governor  unsupported 
except  by  the  British  captain,  Hewit,  and  seeing  no 
remedy  of  force,  endeavoured  to  procrastinate.  He 
was  ignorant  of  Barieros'  proceedings,  and  thinking 
him  honest  sent  him  with  counter-proposals  to  the 
French  camp,  but  the  traitor  immediately  informed 
Massena  of  the  true  state  of  the  garrison  and  never 
returned.  The  place  then  capitulated,  the  militia 
being  to  return  to  their  homes,  and  the  regulars  to 
remain  prisoners  of  war. 

While  the  treaty  was  pending  and  even  after  the 
signature  of  the  articles,  in  the  night  of  the  27th, 
the  French  bombarded  the  place.     This  act  equally 
unjustifiable  and  strange,  because  Massena's  aide- 
de-camp,  colonel  Pelet,   was  actually  within  the 
walls  when  the  firing  commenced,  was  excused  on 
the  ground  of  an  error  in  the  transmission  of  orders ; 
yet  it  lasted  during  the  whole  night,  and  Cox  asserts  jastiBca- 
that  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  with  respect  to  the  \one\    ^ 
militia  were  also  violated.     Pelet  indignantly  denies  ^*  ^^** 
this,  affirming  that  when  the  garrison,  still  amount-  Note  by 
ing  to  three  thousand  men,  perceived  the  marquis  Appendu' 
d'Aloma  amongst  the  French  generals,  the  greatest  victoiretet 
part  immediately  demanded  service,  and  formed  adMl^ai^- 
brigade  under  general  Pamplona ;  and  the  truth  of  *"*"* 
this  account  is  confirmed  by  two  facts,  namely,  thatMrStuan't 
the  Arganil  militia  were  sent  in  by  Massena  the  dence, 

°  ^  MSS. 
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*5^^   next  day,  and  the  twenty-fourth  Portuguese  r^ment 
—  did  certainly  take  service  with  the  enemy  in  a  body. 

Aaga^  Yet,  so  casily  are  men  s  minds  moved  by  preseDt 
circumstances,  that  the  greater  number  deserted 
again  when  they  afterwards  saw  the  allied  armies. 
Bareiros  by  joining  the  enemy  escaped  punish- 
ment,  but  Da  Costa  was,  long  afterwards,  shot  by 
order  of  marshal  Beresford.  His  cowardice  and 
mutiny  merited  this  chastisement,  yet  the  evidence 
on  which  he  was  condemned  was  an  explanatory 
letter,  written  to  lord  Liverpool  by  Cox  while  the 
latter  was  a  prisoner  at  Verdun. 

The  explosion,  the  disappearance  of  the  steeple 
and  cessation  of  fire,  proclaimed  the  misfortune  of 
Almeida  in  the  allied  camp ;  but  the  surrender  was 
first  ascertained  by  lord  Wellington  on  the  29th, 
when,  with  a  telescope,  he  observed  many  French 
officers  on  the  glacis  of  the  place.  The  army  then 
withdrew  to  its  former  position  behind  the  Mon- 
dego ;  and  while  these  things  were  passing  on  the 
Coa,  the  powder  mi^zine  in  Alburquerque,  being 
struck  with  lightning,  also  exploded  and  killed  four 
hundred  men. 

Reynier  now  made  several  demonstrations  towards 
Castelio  Branco,  in  one  of  which  he  lost  a  squadron 
of  horse,  but  his  real  object  was  soon  discovered,  for 
on  the  1st  of  September  he  suddenly  entered  Sabu- 
gal,  and  the  British  picquets  on  the  Pinhel  river 
were  attacked  the  following  day  by  the  sixth  corps. 
Massena's  plans  now  seemed  ripe  for  execution,  and 
Wellington  transferring  the  head-quarters  to  Govea, 
withdrew  his  infantry  behind  Celorico,  and  placed 
his  cavalry  in  front  of  that  place,  with  posts  of  obser- 
vation on  the  flanks  at  Guarda  and  Trancoso.    Rey* 
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nier  however  suddenly  returned  to  Zarza  Mayor,  ^^y^' 
and  throwing  a  bridge  over  the  Tagus  at  Alcantara  ~^ — 
again  involved  the  French  projects  in  obscurity.  *«p*-   > 

In  truth,  Massena,  chilled  by  age  and  honours  had 
wasted  time,  he  found  it  difficult  to  feed  his  troops, 
he  was  disinclined  to  commence  the  invasion  so  late 
in  the  year,  and  undecided  as  to  the  mode,  for  his 
knowledge  of  the  country  was  derived  entirely  from 
Aloma  and  Pamplona.      It  was  now  two  months 
since  Ciudad  Rodrigo  fell,  Almeida  had  only  re- 
sisted ten  days,  yet  the  French  army  was  still  be- 
hind the  Coa;  and  it  would  seem  from  a  second 
intercepted  letter,  dictated  by  Napoleon  in  Septem- 
ber, that  he   expected   further   inaction :    *'  Lord 
Wellington,"  he  observed  to  Massena,  *'  has   only 
eighteen  thousand  men,  Hill  has  only  six  thousand  ; 
it  would  be  ridiculous    to    suppose  that  twenty- 
five  thousand  English  can  balance  sixty  thousand 
French,  if  the  latter  do  not  trifle  but  fall  boldly 
on  after  having  well  observed  where  the  blow  may  be 
given.    You   have  twelve  thousand   cavalry,    and 
four  times  as  much  artillery  as  is  necessary  for  Por- 
tugal.    Leave  six  thousand  cavalry  and  a  propor- 
tion of  guns  between  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Alcantara, 
and  Salamanca,  and  with  the  rest  commence  opera- 
tions.   The  emperor  is  too  distant,  and  the  posi- 
tions of  the  enemy  change  too  often  to  direct  how 
you  should  attack  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  utmost 
force  the  English  can  muster,  including  the  troops 
at  Cadiz,    will  be  twenty-eight   thousand  men.*' 
This  letter  was  accurate  as  to  the  numbers  of  the 
English  army,   but   Napoleon    was  ignorant  how 
strongly  lord  Wellington  was    thrusting  Portugal 
forward  in  the  press,  and  before  his  letter  arrived, 
Massena  had  commenced  the  invasion.      A  remark- 
VOL.  HI.  X 
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*xi.^    ^^^^  event  in  the  world's  history  it  proved,  and  it  is 
— — —  essential  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  operations 
Sept.*    which  followed  to  describe  the  country  in  which 
they  were  conducted. 

The  advanced  positions  of  the  allies  extended 
from   Almeida  across  the  Sierra  de  Estrella,  by 
Guarda,  to  Fundao,  Sarzedas,  and  Castello  Brfmco, 
thus  guarding  at  each  side  of  the  Estrella  the  two 
great  entrances  to  Portugal  by  the  Beira  frontier. 
The  enemy  could  not  penetrate  therefore  unless  by 
force,  and  a  serious  attack  at  either  side  was  to  be 
the  signal  for  a  gradual  retreat  of  the  whole  in  con- 
centric directions  towards  Lisbon.     Guarda  was  the 
connecting  point  and  could  not  be  abandoned  until 
the  last  moment,  because  the  enemy  while  menacing 
Celorico   could   then  move  unobserved  either  by 
Belmonte   or  Covilhao  and   separate  general  Hill 
from  lord  Wellington,  the  distance  between  those 
generals  being  twice  as  great  as  such  a  perpendi- 
cular line  of  march  would  be.     To  balance  this 
disadvantage,  the  road  from  Covilhao  was  broken 
up,  a  Portuguese  brigade  was  placed  in  Fundao, 
and  general  Leith's  corps  was  stationed  at  Thomar, 
at  equal  distances  from  two   entrenched  positions 
which  formed  a  second  temporary  line  of  resis- 
tance.    The  first  of  those  positions  was  behind  the 
Zezere,  extending  from  the  Barca  de  Codies  to  the 
confluence  of  that   river   with    the  Tagus.      The 
second  behind  the  Alva,  a  strong  and  swift  stream 
descending  from  the  Estrella  and  falling  into  the 
Mondego  some  miles  above  Coimbra.     Both  were 
strong,  the  rivers  deep  and  difficult  of  access,  and 
the  Sierra  de  Murcella  closely  hugs  the  left  bank 
of  the  Alva.     During  the  spring  and  summer,  the 
Portuguese  militia,  destined  to  reinforce  this  second 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR. 


307 


line  on  the  Zezere  under  Leith,  had  been  kept  in  y. 
winter  quarters,  because  the  destitute  state  with  ^q^q 
respect  to  money,  in  which  the  English  ministers  ®*p** 
kept  lord  Wellington,  prevented  him  from  bringing 
tbem  into  the  field  until  the  last  moment.  However 
they  were  now  in  second  line  to  Hill,  whose  power 
of  retreating  from  Sarzedas  to  the  Zezere  has  been 
already  noticed,  as  well  as  the  military  road  opened 
through  the  mountains  to  Espinhal,  by  which  he 
could  gain  the  Alva  river.  It  has  also  been  shown 
that  from  Celorico  to  the  Alva,  a  distance  of  sixty 
miles,  the  road  is  one  long  defile  between  the  Sierra 
Estrella  and  the  Mondego.  Now  the  ridge  upon 
which  Celorico  stands,  being  a  shoot  from  the  Es- 
trella, closes  this  defile  at  one  end  and  is  covered 
by  the  Mondego.  In  like  manner  the  Sierra  Mur- 
cella  closes  it  at  the  other  end  and  is  covered  by  the 
Alva.  The  principal  road  leading  through  this 
great  defile  had  been  repaired  and  joined  to  the 
road  of  Espinhal,  being  a  branch  also  carried  across 
the  Mondego  to  Coimbra.  Thus  an  internal  com- 
munication was  established  for  the  junction  of  all 
the  corps.  Nevertheless,  between  Celorico  and  the 
Alva,  the  country  was  not  permanently  tenable ; 
because,  from  Guarda  and  Covilhao,  there  were 
roads  over  the  Estrella  to  Gouvea,  Cea,  and  Grail  ices 
in  rear  of  Celorico ;  and  the  enemy  could  also  turn 
the  whole  tract  by  moving  through  Trancoso  and 
Viseu,  and  so  down  the  right  bank  of  the  Mondego 
to  Coimbra. 

Lord  Wellington,  keeping  the  head  of  his  army 
one  m^ch  behind  Celorico  in  observation  of  the 
flanking  routes  over  the  Estrella,  and  his  rear  close 
to  the  Alva,  was  master  of  this  line  of  operations  ; 
and  as  the  Mondego  was  fordable  in  summer  and 
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^x?!^  bridged  at  several  points,  he  could  pass  it  in  a  few 
hours  and  meet  the  enemy  on  that  line  :  and  there 


Sept.  also  the  road  was  one  great  defile  between  the  river 
and  the  Sierra  de  Alcoba  or  Caramula,  This  moun- 
tain, stretching  with  some  breaks  from  the  Douro  to 
Coimbra,  separates  the  valley  of  the  Mondego  from 
the  coast  line;  but  a  transverse  ridge  called  the 
Sierra  de  Busaco  running  exactly  in  a  line  with  the 
Sierra  de  Murcella,  bars  the  way  on  the  right  bank 
as  that  Sierra  bars  it  on  the  left  bank.  Coimbra  was 
thus  covered  on  the  right  of  the  Mondego  and  this 
road,  the  worst  in  Portugal,  was  also  crossed  by 
several  deep  tributaries  of  that  river,  the  most  con- 
siderable of  which  were  the  Criz  and  Dao.  There 
was  however  a  passage  through  the  Caramula  near 
Viseu  by  which  the  French  could  gain  the  great 
road  from  Oporto,  and  so  continue  their  movement 
upon  Coimbra. 

Such  being  the  ground  on  both  sides  of  the 
Mondego,  the  weakest  point  was  obviously  towards 
the  Estrella,  and  lord  Wellington  kept  the  mass  of 
his  forces  there.  Massena,  ill-acquainted  with  the 
military  features  of  Portugal  was  absolutely  igno- 
rant of  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras ;  indeed,  so 
circumspectly  had  those  works  been  carried  on, 
that  only  vague  rumours  of  their  existence  reached 
the  bulk  of  the  English  army ;  neither  the  Portu- 
guese government,  nor  the  British  envoy,  although 
aware  great  defensive  works  were  constructing  knew 
their  nature ;  they  imagined  the  entrenchments  im- 
mediately round  Lisbon  were  the  lines!  Many 
British  ofEcers  laughed  at  the  notion  of  remaining 
in  Portugal,  and  the  major  part  supposed  the  cam- 
paign on  the  frontier  to  be  only  a  decent  cloak  to 
cover  the  shame  of  an  embarkation.     In  England 
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the  opposition  asserted  that  lord  Wellington  would  '.^^ap. 
embark ;    the  Portuguese  dreaded  it ;  the  French  ""^ — 
anny  universally  believed  it.      And  the  British  rai-    »•?*• 
nisters  seem  to  have  entertained  the  same  opinion, 
for  at  this  time  an  officer  of  engineers  arrived  at 
Lisbon,  whose  instructions,  received  personally  from 
lord  Liverpool  were  unknown  to  lord  Wellington, 
and  commenced  thus  : — "  ^s  it  isprobabk  the  army 
will  embark  in  September.'' 
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CHAPTER  VL 

THIRD   INVASION    OP   PORTUGAL. 

^^OK       Massbna's  command  extended  from  the   banks 

^ —  of  the  Tagus  to  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  from  Almeida 

Sept!    to   Burgos.     His  troops  present  under  arms  ex- 
ceeded one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men.     But 
thirteen  thousand  were  in  the  Asturias  and  province 
of  Santander,  four  thousand  in  the  government  of 
Valladolidy  eight  thousand  under  Serras  at  Zamora 
and  Benevente,   nineteen  thousand   under  general 
Drouet  at  Bayonne.    This  last  named   body  en- 
tered Spain  in  August  as  the  ninth  corps,  but  though 
replaced   at  Bayonne   by   another   reserve    under 
general  Gaffarelli,    it  did  not  join  Massena  until 
long  afterwards,  and  his  efficient  troops  were  not 
more  than   seventy  thousand :    and  as  every  man, 
combatant   or    non-combatant,     is   borne   on    the 
strength  of  a  French  army,  only  fifty-five  thou- 
sand   infantry   and    about   eight    thousand    horse- 
men were  with  the  eagles.     The  ninth  corps  had 
however  orders  to   follow  the   prince  of  Ealing's 
march,  and  the  void  thus  made  at  Burgos  and  Val- 
ladolid  was  filled  by  sixteen  thousand  of  the  young 
guard.     This  arrangement  shows  how  absurdly  Na- 
poleon has  been  called  a  rash  warrior,  never  think- 
ing of  retreat ;  no  man  ever  made  bolder  marches, 
yet  no  man  secured  his  base  with  more  care.    Here, 
he  would  not  suffer  any  advance  to  fresh  conquests 
until  his  line  of  communication  had  been  strength- 
ened with  three  additional  fortresses, — namely,  As- 
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toi^  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  Almeida ;  and  while  he    ^y^^* 
employed  sixty-five  thousand  men  in  the  invasion  of"'  jqjq^"" 
Portugal,   he  kept  more  than  eighty  thousand  in     «•!»*• 
reserve.  ,The  total  loss  of  the  army  destined  to 
make  what  is  technically  termed  "a  point"  upon 
Lisbon,  would,   as  a  mere  military  disaster,   have 
scarcely  shaken  his  hold  of  Spain. 

Massena's  instructions  were  to  convert  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  and  Almeida  into  places  of  arms  for  the 
conquest  of  Portugal,  and  to  move  on  both  sides  of 
the  Tagus  against  Lisbon  in  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember.    But  either  thinking  his  force  too  weak  to 
act  upon  two  lines  at  the  same  time,  or  trusting  to 
the  co-operation  of  Soult's  army  from  Andalusia, 
he  relinquished  the  Alemtejo,  looking  only  to  the 
northern  bank  of  the  Tagus  ;  and  hence,  as  the  ex- 
perience of  Junot's  march  in  1807  warned  him  off 
the  Sobreira  mountains,  his  views  were  confined  to 
the  three  roads  of  Belmonte,   Celorico,  and  Viseu. 
The  strength  of  the  positions  upon  the  Alva  river 
was  known  to  him,  as  were  also  the  measures  taken  to 
impede  his  descent  from  Covilhao  to  Espinhal ;  but 
Aloma,  Pamplona,  and  the  other  Portuguese  in  the 
French  camp  asserted,    with  singular  ignorance, 
that  the  road  by  Viseu  to  Coimbra  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mondego  was  easy,  and  that  no  im- Note  by 
portant  position  covered  that  town.     The  French  Ptuu 
general  thus  deceived,  resolved  suddenly  to  assemble  toii««  et 
all  his  forces,  distribute  thirteen  days'  bread  to  the  det  Pmnr 
soldiers,  and  pour  in  one  solid  mass  down  the  right  xu*'  ^^ 
of  the  Mondego,  not  doubting  to  reach  Coimbra 
before  general  Hill  could  join  lord  Wellington. 

In  pursuance  of  this  project  the  three  corps  were 
directed  to  concentrate  on  the  16th  of  September; 
Rejrnier  s  at  Guarda,  Ney's  and  the  heavy  cavalry 
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^^^  at  Ma^al  da  Chao,  Junot's  at  Pinhel.  By  this  dis- 
— — —  position  all  three  roads  were  alike  menaced,  and  the 
Sept.*  allies  kept  in  suspense  as  to  the  ultimate  object. 
Massena  thus  hoped  to  gain  one  march,  a  great 
thing,  seeing  that  from  Coimbra  he  was  not  more 
than  a  hundred  miles,  whereas  HilPs  distance  from 
that  town  was  greater.  To  cover  his  real  project 
with  more  care,  and  to  keep  Hill  as  long  as  pos- 
sible at  Sarzedas,  the  French  general  caused  Guards 
to  be  seized  on  the  12th,  by  a  detachment,  which 
however  withdrew  again  immediately  as  if  it  were 
only  a  continuation  of  former  feints  :  meanwhile 
Reynier,  having  first  ascertained  that  Mortier  was 
at  Monasterio,  menacing  Estremadura,  suddenly 
destroyed  his  boat-bridge  at  Alcantara,  and  marched 
rapidly  towards  Sabugal. 

.  On  the  13th  the  allies  re-established  their  post  at 
Guarda.  On  the  16th,  it  was  again  driven  away 
by  a  considerable  mass  of  the  enemy  and  retired  up 
the  side  of  the  Estrella ;  the  cavalry  in  front  of 
Celorico  was  also  forced  back  in  the  centre,  and  the 
post  at  Trancoso  chased  towards  Mongualde  on  the 
left.  Lord  Wellington  then  felt  assured  that  the 
invasion  was  in  serious  progress,  and  having  ascer- 
tained that  the  troops  in  Guarda  were  of  Reynier's 
corps,  despatched  his  final  orders  for  Hill  and  Leith 
to  concentrate  on  the  Alva. 

On  the  16th,  Reynier  descended  from  Guarda  to 
the  plains  bordering  the  Mondego.  He  was  there 
joined  by  the  sixth  corps  and  Montbrun  s  horsemen, 
and  the  whole  passed  the  river.  Pushing  through 
Celorico  their  horsemen  drove  back  the  cavalry 
posts  of  the  allies  to  the  village  of  Corti^o,  but  the 
first  German  hussars  turned  there  and  charging  the 
leading  squadrons  made  some  prisoners.     The  road 
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now  branched  off,  to  Fornos  on  the  right,  to  Gouvea  ^^^• 
on  the  left,  and  a  French  brigade  advanced  along—— — 
the  latter  to  cover  the  march  of  the  main  body  to-  sept! 
wards  Fornos.  This  feint  was  soon  discovered,  for 
there  is  a  custom,  peculiar  to  the  British  army,  of 
sending  mounted  officers  out  singly  to  observe  the 
enemy's  motions ;  and  such  is  their  activity  that 
they  will  penetrate  through  the  midst  of  his  can- 
tonments, cross  the  line  of  his  movement,  and  hover, 
almost  within  musquet-shot,  for  whole  days  on 
the  skirts  of  his  columns  until  they  obtain  a 
clear  notion  of  the  numbers  and  the  true  direction 
of  his  march.  Colonel  Waters,  one  of  these  ex- 
ploring officers,  was  close  on  the  left  of  Reynier's 
troops  this  day,  he  saw  and  reported  the  great 
movement  on  Fornos,  and  following  the  column 
with  some  German  cavalry  made  several  prisoners 
and  took  the  baggage  of  a  general.  The  French 
operations  being  thus  decided,  lord  Wellington 
made  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  divisions  march 
towards  the  Alva,  withdrew  his  heavy  cavalry 
from  the  front,  and  placed  the  light  division  at  St. 
Romao,  in  the  Estrella,  to  cover  the  head-quarters, 
which  were  transferred  that  night  to  Cea. 

The  17th,  the  whole  of  the  second  and  sixth 
corps  were  observed  to  pass  the  bridge  of  For- 
nos, and  the  advanced  guard  approached  Mon- 
gualde.  But  the  eighth  corps  still  kept  the  road 
leading  towards  Oporto,  observing  ten  thousand  of 
the  northern  militia  who  under  the  command  of 
Trant^  J.  Wilson,  and  Miller,  were  now  collected 
upon  the  Douro  to  harass  Massena's  right  flank 
and  rear.  Trant  was  already  at  Moimenta  de 
Beira  in  the  defiles  leading  through  the  hills  to 
Lamego,  the  ordenan9a  were  all  in  arms,  the  country 
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*x?.*  ^^  ^ot^  8id^  of  the  Mondego  laid  waste,  the  mills 
jgj^j  destroyed,  and  the  helpless  part  of  the  popalation 
^pt.    hidden  amongst  the  highest  mountains. 

On  the  18th,  the  French  advanced  guard  reached 
the  deserted  city  of  Viseu.  Pack's  Portuguese  bri- 
gade immediately  passed  the  Mondego  at  Fosdao 
taking  post  beyond  the  Griz,  while  general  Paken- 
ham  entered  Coimbra  with  a  brigade  of  the  first 
division. 

On  the  19th,  captain  Somers  Cocks,  a  very  gal- 
lant and  zealous  officer  who  commanded  the  cavalry 
post  which  had  been  driven  from  Guarda,  came 
down  from  the  Estrella,  and  following  the  enemy 
through  Celorico  ascertained  that  neither  sick  men 
nor  stores  were  left  behind :  hence  it  was  evident 
that  Massena,  relinquishing  his  communicatioDS, 
had  thrown  his  cavalry,  infantry,  artillery,  pares, 
baggage  and  hospital  waggons,  in  one  mass  upon 
the  worst  road  in  Portugal  ! 

The  allies  were  now  in  motion  to  cross  the  Mon- 
dego, when  a  false  report  that  the  enemy  was  again 
on  the  left  bank  arrested  the  general  movement 
The  next  day  the  truth  became  known,  and  the 
third,  fourth,  and  light  divisions,  and  the  British 
cavalry,  passed  the  river  at  Pena  Cova,  Olivarez, 
and  other  places.  The  light  division  marched  to 
Mortagao  in  support  of  Pack  ;  the  third  and  fourth 
entered  the  villages  between  the  Sierra  de  Bnsaco 
and  Mortagao ;  the  horsemen  occupied  a  plain 
between  the  light  division  and  Pack's  brigade.  But 
now  the  eighth  corps  pointed  towards  tiie  valley  of 
the  Vouga,  and  thus  rendered  it  donbtful  whether 
Massena  would  not  that  way  gain  the  main  road 
from  Oporto  to  Coimbra.  General  Spenoer  moved 
therefore  with  the  first  division  upon  Milheada,  and 
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Trant  was  directed  to  join  him  by  a  march  through   ^"J^f  • 
San  Pedro  de  Sol  and  Sardao.     Meanwhile  Leith ' 


1810. 

arrived  on  the  Alva.  And  general  Hill  was  only  one  ^^- 
march  behind.  For  having  discovered  Reynier's 
movements  on  the  12th,  and  at  the  same  time, 
getting  intelligence  that  all  the  French  boats  on  the 
Tagus  had  been  destroyed,  he  with  a  ready  decision, 
anticipating  Lord  Wellington's  orders,  sent  his  artil- 
lery by  Thomar,  and  marching  rapidly  with  his 
troops  by  the  new  way  reached  Espinhal  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th :  there  he  was  joined  by 
general  Lecor,  who  with  equal  vigour  and  judge- 
ment had  brought  the  Portuguese  brigade  by  long 
marches  from  Fundao.  On  the  21st,  Hill  arrived 
on  the  Alva  and  pushed  his  cavalry  in  observation 
beyond  that  river ;  thus  the  whole  of  the  allied 
army  was  united  on  the  very  day  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  entered  Viseu  :  the  French  horsemen 
were  indeed  on  the  Criz,  but  the  bridges  had  been 
destroyed  by  Pack  and  the  project  of  surprising 
Coimbra  was  baffled. 

Neither  had  Massena  failed  to  experience  other 
evil  consequences  from  his  false  movement.  He 
had  been  obliged  to  repair  the  road  from  day  to 
day  for  his  artillery,  which  being  still  twenty  miles 
from  Viseu  on  the  19th,  Trant  formed  the  hardy  pro- 
ject of  destroying  it.  Quitting  Moimenta  de  Beira 
in  the  night  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  two  thou- 
sand militia  and  five  guns,  he  passed  between  the 
contoy  and  the  army,  and  on  the  20th  surprized  a 
patrole  of  ten  men  fVom  whom  he  learned  that  the 
guns  were  close  at  hand  and  Montbrun's  cavalry 
in  their  rear.  The  enterprise  was  serious  but  the 
defiles  were  narrow,  he  charged  the  head  of  the 
escorting  troops  and  took  a  hundred  prisoners  with 
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^xi^  some  baggage.  The  convoy  fell  back,  Trant  fol- 
— — —  lowed,  and  such  was  the  ruggedness  of  the  defile  that 
s«pt!  Montbrun's  cavalry  could  never  get  to  the  front. 
The  French  were  now  in  such  disorder  that  a  reso- 
lute attack  would  have  ruined  them,  but  the  militia 
became  alarmed  and  unmanageable  ;  the  enemy  ral- 
lied a  few  men  and  repulsed  the  Portuguese  horse- 
men with  a  loss  of  twelve  troopers,  and  Trant 
seeing  nothing  more  could  be  effected  returned  to 
Moimenta  de  Beira  and  from  thence  marched  to 
Lamego  with  his  prisoners.  The  French,  ignorant 
of  the  number  and  quality  of  their  assailants  still 
fell  back  in  confusion  and  the  artillery  did  not  reach 
Viseu  until  the  23d  whereby  Massena  lost  two  most 
important  days. 

While  these  events  were  passing  in  the  valley  of 
the  Mondego,  a  small  expedition  from  Cadiz  again 
lauded  at  Moguer  to  aid  Copons  in  collecting  pro- 
visions on  the  Tinto  ;  it  was  however  quickly  obliged 
to  reimbark,  and  Copons  was  defeated  by  general 
Remond  with  the  loss  of  three  hundred  men  on  the 
lath.  Meanwhile,  Romana  attacked  the  French 
posts  near  Monasterio  and  pushed  his  cavalry  to- 
wards Seville,  whereupon  Soult  sent  the  fifth  corps 
against  him  and  he  was  beaten  at  Fuente  de  Cantos 
on  the  same  day  that  Copons  had  been  defeated  on 
the  Tinto.  The  pursuit  was  continued  to  Fuente 
del  Maestro,  and  the  whole  army  was  like  to  dis- 
perse in  flight,  when  Madden's  Portuguese  cavalry 
coming  up  charged  the  pursuers  with  signal  gal- 
lantry, overthrew  the  leading  squadrons,  recovered 
some  prisoners,  and  gained  time  for  the  Spaniards 
to  rally.  Nevertheless,  the  French  entered  Zafra, 
and  Romana  retreated  by  Almendralejo  and  Merida 
to  Montijo  on  the  18th,  throwing  as  he  passed  a 
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garrison  into    Olivenza  and  three  battalions  into  ^^^^• 
Badajos.     The  latter  place  was  however  in  no  con-     ^^^^ — 
dition  to  resist  a  serious  attack,  wherefore  he  directed    s«p*- 
the  Junta  to  repair  to  Valencia  d'Alcantara,  and 
took  refuge  himself  under  the  guns  of  Elvas. 

Lord  Wellington's  anticipations  were  thus  realized 
and  the  Alemtejo  laid  open.     Fortunately  for  the 
allies,  Sebastiani  was  at  this  moment  near  Cartha- 
gena  in  pursuit  of  the  Murcian  army,  and  a  fresh  in- 
surrection had  broken  out  in  the  Grenada  mountains 
where  the  French  posts  of  Motril  and  Almunecar  were 
taken  :    Copons  also  advanced  to  the  Tinto :    and 
all  these  events  falling  at  one  time  prevented  Soult 
from  sending  more  than  twelve  thousand  men  to 
Estremadura.     This  force  was  quite  inadequate  to 
the  invasion  of  the  Alemtejo,  because  several  Bri- 
tish regiments  withdrawn  from  Cadiz  and  others 
coming  from  England,  reached  Lisbon  about  this 
period   and  formed  a  reserve    of  more  than  five 
thousand  good  troops  for  the  allies.     Wherefore  the 
French,  who  were  suffering  severely  from  sickness, 
returned  to  Ronquillo,  the  Spaniards  again  advanced 
to  Xeres  de  los  Cavalleros  and  Aracena,  and  this 
dangerous  crisis  glided  gently  away.     But  to  under- 
stand its  importance,  it  is  necessary  to  shew  how 
increasing  political  embarrassments  had  thwarted 
the  original  plan  of  the  English  general. 

The  first  vexatious  interference  of  the  Souza 
faction  had  been  checked,  yet  the  loss  of  Almeida 
furnished  a  favourable  opportunity  to  renew  their 
clamorous  hostility  to  the  military  proceedings. 
Falsely  asserting  that  the  provisions  of  that  fortress  Appendix, 
had  been  carried  away  by  the  English  commissaries,  ^®* "' 
and  as  falsely  pretending  that  lord  Wellington  had 
promised  to  raise  the  siege,  this  party  hypocritically 
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^^^    assumed)  that  his  expressions  of  sorrow  for  its  fell 
'  were  assurances  of  an  intention  to  remove  by  a 


Sept!    splendid   victory  the  public  despondency.      They 
insisted  also  that  the  frontier  should  be  defended, 
ilt'i  Pa-    '"veighed   against   the  destruction    of  the   mills, 
p«"'**^*- endeavoured  to   force   their    own   friends  of  the 
fidalgo  faction  on  to  the  staff  of  marshal  Beresford, 
that  they  might  the  more  readily  embarrass  the 
nSHi!***'  operations,  and  even  proposed  to  have  the  fleet  and 
^**^*^""- transports  sent  away  from  the  Tagus  !     Meanwhile, 
neglecting  or  delaying  the  measures  agreed  upon  for 
laying  waste  the  country,  they  protected  the  minor 
authorities  when  disobedient,  refrained  from  punish- 
ing delinquents,  and  took  every  occasion  to  mislead 
the  public  mind  at  the  very  moment  when  the  enemy 
commenced  the  invasion.     Nor  was  there  wanting 
either  accident  or  indiscretion  to  increase  the  grow- 
ing confusion. 

When  Almeida  fell,  an  officer  of  the  guards,  writ- 
ing to  a  friend  at  Oporto,  indiscreetly  declared  that 
Massena  was  advancing  in  front  with  a  hundred 
thousand  French,  and  that  eighty  thousand  more 
were  moving  in  rear  of  the  allies  upon  Lisbon. 
This  letter  being  made  public,  created  such  a  panic 
amongst  the  English  merchants  that  one  and  all 
they  applied  for  ships  to  carry  their  families  and 
property  away,  and  there  arose  such  a  tumult  that 
Trant  was  obliged  to  quit  his  command  for  the  pur- 
pose of  suppressing  the  commotion.  To  dry  up  this 
source  of  mischief  lord  Wellington  issued  a  procla- 
mation ;  and  in  the  orders  of  the  day  declared,  that 
he  would  not  seek  to  ascertain  the  author  of  this 
and  similar  letters,  being  assured  that  the  feelings 
and  sense  of  the  officers  would  prevent  any  repeti- 
tion of  such  hurtful  conduct. 
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To  the  regency  he  addressed  himself  in  a  more  ^^^^• 
peremptory  and  severe  manner.  Reproving  them "  _  — 
for  the  fetlse  colouring  given  to  his  communications  Sept. 
he  declared  he  would  never  permit  public  clamour 
and  panic  to  induce  him  to  change  in  the  smallest 
degree  a  system  and  plan  of  operation  which  he  had 
adopted  after  mature  consideration^  and  which  daily 
experience  proved  to  be  the  only  one  likely  to  produce 
a  good  end.  Yet  this  remonstrance  only  increased 
the  virulence  of  his  opponents,  and  such  was  their 
violence  that  before  he  reached  Busaco,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  tell  them,  ^'  their  miserable  intrigues  must 
cease  or  he  would  advise  his  own  government  to  with- 
draw the  British  armyr  However  their  &ctious 
proceedings  had  been  so  mischievously  successful, 
that  the  country  between  the  Mondego  the  Tagns 
and  the  Lines,  still  contained  provisions  sufficient 
for  the  French  during  the  ensuing  winter,  and  the 
people  were  unprepared  to  expect  an  enemy  or  to 
attempt  a  removal  of  their  property. 

Lord  Wellington  could  but  choose  then,  between 
stopping  the  invaders  on  the  Mondego  or  wasting 
the  country  by  force  as  he  retreated.  But  what  an 
act  the  last !  His  hopes  depended  upon  the  degree 
of  moral  strength  he  was  enabled  to  call  forth,  and 
he  would  have  had  to  retire  with  a  mixed  force 
before  a  powerful  army  and  an  eminent  commander, 
his  rear  guard  engaged,  and  his  advance  driving 
miserable  multitudes  before  it  to  the  capital ;  where 
nothing  was  prepared  to  save  them  from  famine, 
but  where  the  violent  and  powerful  faction  in  the 
regency  was  ready  to  misrepresent  every  proceeding 
and  inflame  the  people's  minds.  And  this  when  the 
court  of  Rio  Janeiro  was  discontented,  and  the  Eng- 
lish ministers,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show. 
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panic-stricken  by  the  desponding  letters  of  some 
1810  S^"^^^*'  officers  about  the  commander-in-chief!  It 
Sept.  was  evidently  necessary  to  fight,  although  Massena 
had  seventy  thousand  veterans,  and  lord  Wellington 
could  only  bring  about  fifty  thousand  men.  into  line, 
more  than  half  of  which  were  untried  soldiers. 

The  consequences  of  such  a  battle  were  not,  how- 
ever, to  be  estimated  by  the  result  on  the  field. 
The  French  general  might  indeed  gain  every  thing 
by  a  victory,  while  his  powerful  cavalry  and  the 
superior  composition  and  experience  of  his  army 
would  prevent  a  defeat  from  being  very  injurious. 
A  serious  check  might  induce  him  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion from  Coimbra  towards  Oporto,  contenting  him- 
self with  the  capture  of  that  city  and  the  reduction 
of  the  northern  provinces,  until  more  formidable  pre- 
parations should  enable  him  to  renew  his  first  de- 
sign. Nor  could  the  time  thus  gained  by  the  allies 
be  as  profitably  employed  in  the  defence.  The 
French  could  be  reinforced  to  any  amount,  whereas 
the  English  general's  resources  could  not  be  mach 
improved  ;  and  it  was  very  doubtful  if  either  Eng- 
land or  Portugal  would  longer  endure  the  war  with- 
out any  palpable  advantage  to  balance  the  misery 
and  the  expense.  It  was  in  this  state  of  afifairs  that 
lord  Wellington  passed  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
Mondego  to  fight  a  battle  forced  upon  him. 

While  the  French  remained  concentrated  at  Viseu, 
Spencer  held  Milheada  with  the  first  division,  ob- 
serving the  great  road  from  Oporto ;  the  light  divi- 
sion was  at  Mortagao,  watching  the  road  from  Viseu ; 
the  remainder  of  the  army  was  in  reserve  ready  to 
move  to  either  side.  But  when  the  French  ad- 
vanced guard  repaired  the  bridges  over  the  Criz  and 
passed  that  river,  lord  Wellington  recalled  the  first 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  321 

division  and  fixed  upon  the  Siarra  de  Busaco  for  his   ^  y^f  * 
position  of  battle.  ""liioT" 

This  mountmn,  about  eight  miles  in  length,  abuts  ^^ 
with  its  right  on  the  Mondego,  while  its  left  is  con- 
nected with  the  Sierra  de  Caramula  by  a  rugged 
country  impervious  to  the  march  of  an  army.  A 
road  along  the  crest  afforded  an  easy  communication 
from  right  to  left,  and  just  behind  the  right  hand 
extpemity,  was  the  ford  of  Pena  Cova  which 
enabled  the  troops  to  pass  the  Mondego  and  gain 
the  Murcella  ridge  behind  the  Alva.  The  face 
of  Busaco  was  steep,  rough,  and  fit  for  defence ;  the 
artillery  of  the  allies,  placed  on  certain  salient  points 
could  play  along  the  front  and  there  was  some 
ground  on  the  summit  suitable  for  a  small  body  of 
cavalry.  But  neither  guns  nor  horsemen  of  the 
enemy  had  a  fair  field,  their  infantry  were  to  contend 
with  every  difficulty,  and  the  approach  to  the  position 
was  very  unfavourable  to  an  attacking  army.  For 
though  after  passing  the  Griz,  a  table-land  permitted 
Massena  to  march  with  a  viride  order  of  battle  to 
Mortagao,  from  thence,  a  succession  of  ridges  con- 
tinually rising  led  to  the  Sierra  Busaco,  which  was 
separated  from  the  last  by  a  chasm  so  profound 
the  naked  eye  could  hardly  distinguish  the  move- 
ment of  troops  in  the  bottom,  yet  in  parts  it  was  so 
narrow  that  twelve-pounders  could  range  across. 

From  Mortagao  four  roads  conducted  to  Coimbra. 
The  first,  unfrequented  and  narrow,  crossed  the 
Caramula  to  Boyalva,  a  village  situated  on  the 
western  slope  of  that  sierra,  and  from  thence  led  to 
Sardao  and  Milheada.  The  other  roads,  penetrating 
through  the  rough  ground  in  front,  passed  over  the 
Sierra  de  Busaco,  one  by  a  large  convent  on  the 
enemy's  right  of  the  highest  point  of  the  ridge  ;  an- 
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^j,^   Other  on  the  left  of  this  culminant  point,  by  a  village 
— — —  called  St.  Antonio  de  Cantara ;  the  third,  which  was 
s«pt.    a  branch  from  the  second,  following  the  Mondegoto 
Pena  Cova. 

When  this  formidable  position  was  chosen,  some 
officers  expressed  their  fears  that  Massena  would 
not  assail  it.  '^  But  if  he  does  I  shall  beat  him^' 
was  the  reply  of  the  English  general.  He  was  how- 
ever well  assured  that  the  prince  would  attack. 
His  advanced  guard  vnts  already  over  the  Criz ;  the 
second  and  sixth  corps  were  in  mass  on  the  other 
side  of  that  river,  and  it  was  improbable  that  so 
daring  a  commander  would,  at  the  mere  sight  of  a 
strong  position,  make  a  retrogade  movement,  change 
all  his  dispositions,  and  adopt  a  new  line  of  opera- 
tions by  the  Vouga,  which  would  be  exposed  also  to 
the  militia  under  Baccellar.  Massena  was  indeed 
only  anxious  for  a  battle,  and  being  still  under  the 
influence  of  Aloma's  and  Pamplona's  fiedse  reports 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  country  in  his  front,  never 
doubted  that  the  allies  would  retire  before  him. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

General  Pacj^^,  after  destroying  the  bridges  ^^fj^- 
over  the  Criz,  fell  back  upon  the  light  division,  ■ 
This  was  on  the  22d,  but  on  die  23d  the  enemy  re-  ^9^ 
established  the  bridge,  passed  the  river,  and  forced 
the  British  cavalry  to  abandon  the  plain  and  take  to 
the  hills  behind  Mortagao.  Here  a  regiment  of  heavy 
dragoons  and  three  squadrons  of  light  horsemen 
remained,  but  lord  Wellington  sent  the  rest  over  the 
Sierra  de  Busaco  to  the  low  country  about  Milheada, 
from  whence  he  recalled  Spencer,  and  at  the  same 
time  caused  the  third  and  fourth  divisions  to  take 
their  ground  on  the  position,  the  former  at  St.  An- 
tonio de  Cantara  the  latter  at  the  convent.  Mean- 
while the  light  division,  falling  back  a  league,  en- 
camped in  a  pine  wood,  where  happened  one  of 
those  extraordinary  panics  that  in  ancient  times 
were  attributed  to  the  influence  of  a  hostile  god. 
No  enemy  was  near,  no  alarm  was  given,  yet  sud- 
denly the  troops,  as  if  seized  with  a  phrenzy,  started 
from  sleep  and  dispersed  in  every  direction :  nor 
was  there  any  possibility  of  allaying  this  strange 
terror  until  some  persons  called  out  that  the  enemy's 
cavalry  were  amongst  them,  when  the  soldiers  me- 
chanically run  together  in  masses  and  the  illusion 
was  instantly  dissipated. 

The  24th,  the  enemy  skirmished  with  the  picquets 
in  front  of  Mortagao,  and  the  light  division  retired 
leisurely  to  some  strong  ground  four  miles  in  the 
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BOOK    rear,   where  they  halted  and  some  of  the  French 
cavalry  coming  up  too  closely  in  the  evening,  were 


Sept!    charged  by  a  squadron  of  the  fourteenth  dragoons 
and  overthrown  with  a  loss  of  thirty  men. 

Early  on  the  26th,  Crawfurd  moved  down  from 
this  strong  post  to  the  front,  and  appeared  some- 
what disposed  to  renew  the  scene  at  the  Coa.    For 
the  enemy's  cavalry  were  now  gathering  in  front, 
and  the  heads  of  three  infantry  columns  were  plainly 
descried  on  the  table-land  above  Mortagao;  they  were 
coming  on,  all  abreast,  with  a  most  impetuous  pace, 
and  heavy  clouds  of  dust,  rising  and  loading  the  at- 
mosphere for  miles  behind,  showed  that  the  whole 
French  army  had  passed  the  Criz  and  was  in  full 
march   to  attack.      The   cavalry  skirmishers  were 
already  exchanging  pistol-shots,   when  lord  Wel- 
lington  arriving    ordered  the   division    to    retire, 
and  taking  the   command   in   person   covered  the 
retreat  with  the  fifty-second  and  ninety-fifth,  the 
cavalry  and  Ross's  troop  of  horse  artillery.    Nor 
was  there  a  moment  to  lose,  for  the  enemy  with  in- 
credible rapidity  brought  up  both   infantry  and 
guns,  and  fell  on  so  briskly,  that  all  the  skill  of  the 
general  and  the  readiness  of  the  excellent  troops 
composing  the  rear-guard  could  scarcely  prevent 
the  division  from  being  dangerously  engaged.    How- 
beit,  a  series  of  rapid  and  beautiful  movements,  a 
sharp   cannonade   and    an   hour's   march  brought 
everything  back  in  good  order  to  the  great  position ; 
and  almost  at  the  same  moment  the  opposite  ridge 
was  crowned   by   the  masses  of   the  sixth  corps. 
The  French  batteries  opened   while  the   English 
troops  were  yet  mounting  the  steep  ascent  on  which 
the  convent  was  situated,   and  Reynier,  taking  the 
left  hand  route  along  which  a  Portuguese  battalion 
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had  retired,  also  arrived  at  St.  Antonio  de  Cantara,   cHj^p- 
in  front  of  the  third  division.     Before  three  o'clock, 


forty  thousand  French  infantry  were  embattled  on  the     scpu 
two  points,  and  the  sharp  musketry  of  the  skirmishers 
arose  from  the  dark-wooded  chasms  beneath. 

Ney,  whose  military  glance  was  magical,  per- 
ceived in  an  instant  that  the  position,  a  crested  not 
a  table  mountain,  could  not  hide  any  strong  reserve, 
that  it  was  scarcely  half  occupied,  and  that  great 
part  of  the  allied  troops  were  moving  from  one 
place  to  another  with  that  sort  of  confusion  which 
generally  attends  the  first  taking  up  of  unknown 
ground.  He  desired  to  fall  on  without  delay,  but 
Massena  was  still  at  M ortagao  ten  miles  in  the  rear, 
and  an  aid-4e-camp  sent  to  inform  him  of  the  state 
of  affairs,  after  attending  two  hours  for  an  audience, 
was  told  that  everything  must  await  the  prince's 
presence.  Thus  a  most  favourable  occasion  was 
lost.  For  the  first  division  of  the  allies,  although 
close  at  hand,  was  not  upon  the  ridge,  Leith's  troops, 
now  called  the  fifth  division,  were  in  the  act  of 
passing  the  Mondego,  and  Hill  was  still  behind  the 
Alva.  Scarcely  twenty-five  thousand  men  were 
actually  in  line,  and  there  were  great  intervals 
between  the  divisions. 

Reynier  coincided  with  Ney,  and  they  wrote  in 
concert  to  Massena,  on  the  26th,  intimating  their  App^d«, 
joint  desire  to  attack.  But  the  prince  of  Esling 
did  not  reach  the  field  until  twelve  o'clock  that 
day,  bringing  with  him  the  eighth  corps  which 
with  the  cavalry  he  formed  into  a  reserve  to  connect 
the  sixth  and  second  corps ;  then  sending  out  his 
skirmishers  along  the  whole  front  he  proceeded  care- 
fully to  examine  the  position  from  left  to  right.  The 
situation  of  the  allies  was  now  however  greatly 
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^^  chaoged.  Hill's  corps,  having  crossed  tbe  Mon* 
— — —  dego,  was  posted  athwart  the  road  leading  oter  the 
stpt!  Sierra  to  Pena  Cova ;  on  his  left  Leith  prolonged 
the  line  of  defence  having  the  Lusitanian  legioa 
in  reserve;  Picton,  with  the  third  division  sup- 
ported by  Champlemond's  Portuguese  brigade,  was 
next  to  Leith;  Spencer,  with  the  first  division, 
occupied  the  highest  part  of  the  ridge,  between  Pic- 
ton  and  the  convent.  The  fourth  division  was  on  the 
extreme  left,  covering  a  path  leading  to  the  flat  coun- 
try about  Milheada,  where  all  the  cavalry  remained 
except  one  regiment  of  heavy  dragoons  kept  in  re- 
serve on  the  summit  of  the  Sierra.  Pack's  brigade 
and  some  other  Portuguese  troops  formed  a  sort  of 
advanced  guard  to  the  first  division,^  being  posted 
halfway  down  the  mountain.  On  their  left  the  light 
division,  supported  by  a  German  brigade  and  the 
nineteenth  Portuguese  regiment  of  tbe  line,  occupied 
a  tongue  of  land  jutting  out  nearly  half  a  mile  in 
front  of  and  lower  than  tbe  convent,  the  space 
between  being  scooped  like  the  hollow  of  a  wave 
before  it  breaks.  The  whole  mountain  side  was 
covered  with  skirmishers,  and  about  fifty  pieces 
of  artillery  were  disposed  upon  the  most  salient 
points. 

Ney  was  now  averse  to  attack  after  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place,  but  Massena  resolved  to 
attempt  carrying  the  ridge.  Reynier  thinking  he 
had  only  to  deal  with  a  rear-g^ard  encouraged  the 
prince,  and  the  latter  too  confident  in  the  valour 
of  his  army  and  his  own  fortune  directed  the  second 
and  sixth  corps  to  fall  on  the  next  day,  each  to  its 
own  front,  while  the  eighth  corps  the  cavalry 
and  the  artillery  remained  in  reserve.  To  facilitate 
the  attack,  the  light  troops,  dropping  by  twos  and 
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threes  into  the  lowest  parts  of  the  valley,  endea-  ^"i^f  * 
Toured  towards  evening  to  steal  up  the  wooded 
dells  and  hollows,  and  to  establish  themselves  unseen 
close  to  the  picquets  of  the  light  division.  Some 
companies  of  rifle  corps  and  ca^adores  checked  this 
proceeding,  but  similar  attempts  made  with  more 
or  less  success  at  diflferent  points  of  the  position, 
seemed  to  indicate  a  night  attack.  This  excited  all 
the  vigilance  of  the  troops,  yet  none  but  veterans 
tired  of  war  could  have  slept,  for  the  weather  was 
calm  and  fine,  and  the  dark  mountain  masses  on 
either  side  glittered  with  innumerable  fires,  around 
which  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  brave  men 
were  gathered. 


BATTLE   OF    BUSACO. 

Before  day^break  on  the  27th,  the  FVench  formed 
five  columns  of  attack ;  Ney  with  three  of  them  was 
opposite  the  convent,  Reynier  with  the  other  two 
at  St.  Antonio  de  Cantara,  these  points  being 
about  three  miles  apart.  Reynier's  troops,  having 
comparatively  easier  ground  before  them,  were  in 
the  midst  of  the  picquets  and  skirmishers  of  the 
third  division  almost  as  soon  as  they  could  be  per* 
ccived  to  be  in  movement ;  and  though  the  allies 
resisted  vigorously  and  six  guns  played  along  the 
ascent  with  grape,  in  less  than  half  an  hour  the 
French  were  close  upon  the  summit:  so  swiftly 
and  with  such  astonishing  power  and  resolution  did 
they  scale  the  mountain,  overthrowing  every  thing 
that  opposed  their  progress.  The  right  centre  of 
the  third  division  was  forced  back,  the  eighth 
Portuguese  regiment  broken   to    pieces,  and   the 
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^xi."^  hostile  masses  gained  the  highest  part  of  die  crest, 
^g^^  just  between  the  third  and  the  fifth  divisions.  The 
s«pe.  leading  battalions  immediately  established  them- 
selves amongst  the  crowning  rocks,  and  a  confosed 
mass  wheeled  to  the  right,  intending  to  sweep  the 
summit  of  the  sierra ;  but  at  that  moment  lord 
Wellington  caused  two  guns  to  open  with  grape 
upon  their  flank,  a  heavy  musketry  was  poured 
into  their  front,  and  in  a  little  time,  the  eighty- 
eighth  regiment  and  a  wing  of  the  forty-fifth  chai^ 
so  furiously  that  even  fresh  men  could  not  have 
withstood  the  shock.  The  French,  quite  spent 
with  their  previous  efforts,  opened  a  straggling  fire, 
and  then  both  parties  went  mingling  together  down 
the  mountain  side  with  a  mighty  clamour  and  con- 
fusion, their  track  strewed  with  the  dead  and  dying 
even  to  the  bottom  of  the  valley. 

Meanwhile  those  French  battalions  which  had 
first  gained  the  crest  formed  with  their  right  resting 
upon  a  precipice  overhanging  the  reverse  side  of 
the  Sierra ;  the  position  was  thus  in  fact  gained 
if  any  reserve  had  been  at  hand ;  for  the  greatest 
part  of  the  third  division,  British  and  Portuguese, 
were  fully  engaged  ;  some  of  the  French  skirmish- 
ers were  actually  descending  the  back  of  the  posi- 
tion ;  and  a  misty  cloud  capped  the  summit,^  so  that 
the  hostile  mass,  ensconced  amongst  the  rocks,  could 
not  be  seen  except  by  general  Leith.  But  that 
officer  had  put  his  first  brigade  in  motion  to  his 
own  left  as  soon  as  he  perceived  the  vigorous  im- 
pression made  on  the  third  division,  and  he  was 
now  coming  on  rapidly,  he  had  however  two  miles  of 
rugged  ground  to  pass  in  a  narrow  column  before 
he  could  mingle  in  the  fight.  Keeping  the  royals 
in  reserve,  he  directed  the  thirty-eighth  to  turn  the 
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right  of  the  French,  while  the  ninth,  under* colonel    ^y^' 
Cameron,   assailed    them  in    front.      A  precipice 
stopped  the  thirty-eighth,  but  Cameron,  being  told     sept! 
by  a  staff-officer  of  the  critical   state  of  affairs, 
formed  his  line  under  a  violent  fire,  and  without  re- 
turning a  shot  run  in  upon  and  drove  the  French 
grenadiers  from  the  rocks  with  irresistible  bravery, 
plying  them  with  a  destructive  musketry  as  long 
as  they  could  be  reached ;  and  yet  with  excellent 
discipline  refraining  from  pursuit  lest  the  crest  of 
the  position  should  be  again  lost ;  for  the  mountain 
was  so   rugged   that   it  was  impossible  to  judge 
clearly  of  the   general  state  of  the  action.     The 
victory  was  now  secured   in  this  part.     For  Hill's 
corps  edged  in  towards  the  scene  of  action,  Leith's 
second  brigade  joined  the  first,  and  a  great  mass  of 
fresh  troops  was  thus  concentrated,  while  Reynier 
had  neither  reserves  nor  guns  to  restore  the  fight. 

Ney's  attack  had  as  little  success.  From  the 
abutment  of  the  mountain  upon  which  the  light 
division  was  stationed,  the  lowest  parts  of  the 
valley  could  be  discerned,  the  ascent  was  steeper 
and  more  difficult  than  where  Reynier  had  at- 
tacked, and  Crawfurd  in  a  happy  mood  of  com- 
mand had  made  masterly  dispositions.  The  table- 
land between  him  and  the  convent  was  sufficiently 
scooped  to  conceal  the  forty-third  and  fifty-second 
regiments  drawn  up  in  line ;  and  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  behind  them,  but  on  higher  ground  and  close 
to  the  convent,  the  German  infantry  appeared  to 
be  the  only  solid  line  of  resistance  on  this  part  of 
the  position.  In  front  of  the  two  British  regi- 
ments, some  rocks,  overhanging  the  descent,  fur- 
nished natural  embrasures  in  which  the  guns  of  the 
division  were  placed,  and  beyond  them  the  rifle- 
Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


XI. 


1810. 


330  HISFOBY  OP  THB 

men  and  the  Portuguese  ca^adores  were  planted  as 
-  skirmishers,  covering  the  slope  of  the  mountain. 

While  it  was  still  dark  a  straggling  mnsketi7 
was  heard  in  the  deep  valley  separating  the  armies, 
and  when  the  light  broke,  three  heavj  masses,  de- 
tached from  the  sixth  corps,  were  seen  to  enter  the 
woods  below  and  throw  forward  a  profusion  of 
skirmishers.  One  of  these  divisions  under  genend 
Marchand  emerging  from  the  dark  chasm  and 
following  the  main  road,  seemed  intent  to  turn  the 
right  of  the  light  division  ;  a  second  under  Loison 
made  straight  up  the  face  of  the  mountain  against 
the  front,  but  the  third  remained  in  reserve. 

Greneral  Simon's  brigade,  leading  Loison's  attack, 
ascended  with  a  wonderful  alacrity,  and  though 
the  light  troops  plied  it  unceasingly  with  mus- 
ketry, and  the  artillery  bullets  swept  through  it 
from  the  first  to  the  last  section,  its  order  was 
never  disturbed  nor  its  speed  in  the  least  abated. 
Ross's  guns  were  worked  with  incredible  quickness, 
yet  their  range  was  palpably  contracted  every 
round,  the  enemy's  shot  came  singing  up  in  a 
sharper  key,  and  soon  the  skirmishers,  breathless 
and  begrimed  with  powder,  rushed  over  the  edge 
of  the  ascent,  the  artillery  drew  back  and  the 
victorious  cries  of  the  French  were  heard  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  summit. 

Grawfurd,  standing  alone  on  one  of  the  rocks, 
had  been  intently  watching  the  progress  of  this 
attack,  and  now  turning,  with  a  quick  shrill  tone 
desired  the  two  regiments  in  reserve  to  charge !  the 
next  moment  a  horrid  shout  startled  the  French 
column  and  eighteen  hundred  British  bayonets 
went  sparkling  over  the  brow  of  the  hill.  Yet  so 
truly  brave  and   hardy  were  the  leaders  of  the 
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enemyy  that  each  man  of  the  first  sMtion  raised  his  ^^^f- 
musket  and  two  officers  and  ten  soldiers  fell  before  * 


them.  Not  a  Frenchman  had  missed  his  mark !  sq»t.* 
They  could  do  no  more !  The  head  of  their  column 
was  violently  thrown  back  upon  the  rear,  both  flanks 
were  overlapped  at  the  same  moment  by  the  English 
wings,  three  terrible  discharges  at  five  yards*  dis- 
tance shattered  the  wavering  mass,  and  a  long  trail 
of  broken  arms  and  bleeding  carcases  marked  the 
line  of  flight.  The  main  body  of  the  British  now 
stood  fast,  but  some  companies  pursued  down  the 
mountain,  whereupon  Ney  threw  forward  his  reserve 
division,  and  openitig  his  guns  from  the  opposite 
heights  killed  some  of  the  pursuers ;  thus  warned 
tbey  recovered  their  own  ground,  and  the  Germans 
were  brought  forward  to  the  skirmish.  Meanwhile 
a  small  flanking  detachment  had  passed  round 
the  right,  and  rising  near  the  convent  was 
charged  and  defeated  by  the  nineteenth  Portuguese 
regiment  under  colonel  M*Bean. 

Loison  shewed  no  desire  to  renew  the  fight,  but 
Marchand*s  division  having  formed  several  smaller 
bodies  and  gained  a  pine-wood  half-way  up  the 
mountain  on  the  right  of  the  light  division,  sent  a 
cloud  of  skirmishers  against  the  highest  part  at  the 
very  moment  of  St.  Simon's  disaster.  Such  however 
was  the  steepness  of  the  ascent  that  Pack's  Portu- 
guese alone  sufiiced  to  hold  them  in  check,  and 
half  a  mile  higher  up  Spencer  shewed  a  line  of  the 
foot-guards  which  forbad  any  hope  of  success. 
Crawfurd's  artillery  also,  opening  from  the  salient 
point  which  the  light  division  occupied,  heavily 
smote  the  flank  of  Marchand's  people  in  the  pine- 
wood,  and  Ney,  who  was  there  in  person,  after  sus- 
taining   this    murderous    cannonade  for  an    hour 
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'x?!^   reHnquished  that  attack  also.    Thd  desultory  fight- 
— — —  ing  of  the  light  troops  then  ceaised,  and  before  two 
Sept.    o'clock  parties  from  both  armies  were,  under  a  mo- 
mentary truce,  amicably  mixed  together  searching 
for  and  carrying  oflf  wounded  men. 

Towards  evening  however  a  French  company 
seized  with  signal  audacity  a  village  only  half-mus- 
ket shot  from  the  light  division,  and  refused  to  retire, 
whereupon  Crawfurd  in  great  anger  turned  twelve 
guns  on  the  intruders  and  overwhelmed  them  with 
bullets  for  half  an  hour;  after  paying  the  French 
captain  this  distinguished  honour,  the  English 
general  recovered  his  temper,  and  sent  a  company 
of  the  forty-third  down  which  cleared  the  village 
in  a  few  minutes.  Meanwhile  an  affecting  incident, 
contrasting  strongly  with  the  savage  character  of 
the  preceding  events,  added  to  the  interest  of  the 
day.  A  poor  orphan  Portuguese  girl,  about  seven- 
teen years  of  age  and  very  handsome,  was  seen 
coming  down  the  mountain,  driving  an  ass  loaded 
with  all  her  property  through  the  midst  of  the 
French  army.  She  had  abandoned  her  dwelling  in 
obedience  to  the  proclamation,  and  now  passed 
over  the  field  of  battle  with  a  childish  simplicity, 
totally  unconscious  of  her  perilous  situation,  and 
scarcely  understanding  which  were  the  hostile  and 
which  the  friendly  troops,  for  no  man  on  either  side 
was  so  brutal  as  to  molest  her. 

In  this  battle  of  Busaco,  the  French  were,  after 
astonishing  efforts  of  valour,  repulsed  in  the 
manner  to  be  expected  from  the  strength  of  the 
ground  and  the  goodness  of  the  soldiers  opposed 
to  them,  and  their  loss,  prodigiously  exi^gerated 
at  the  time,  was  certainly  great.  General  Grain- 
d  orge  and  eight  hundred  men  were  slain,  generals 
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Foy  and  Merle  wounded,  general  Simon  was  made  ^y|j^- 
prisoner.     Their  whole  loss  may  be  estimated   at- 


1810. 

foor  thousand  five  hundred  men,  while  that  of  the  Sept. 
allies  did  not  exceed  thirteen  hundred,  because  their 
musketry  and  artillery  were  brought  into  full  ac- 
tivity, whereas  the  French  sought  to  gain  the  day 
by  resolution  and  audacity  rather  than  by  fire,  and 
suffered  accordingly. 

Massena  now  judged  the  position  of  Busaco 
impregnable,  and  as  it  could  not  be  turned  by  the 
Mondego,  because  the  allies  might  pass  that  river 
by  a  shorter  line,  it  was  proposed  in  council  to  re- 
turn to  Spain;  but  at  that  moment  a  peasant  informed 
the  French  general  of  a  road  leading  from  Mortagao 
over  the  Caramula  ridge  to  Boyalva,  and  he  re- 
solved to  turn  lord  Wellington's  left.  To  mask  this 
movement  he  renewed  the  skirmishing  with  such 
vigour  on  the  28th  that  a  general  battle  was 
expected ;  yet  an  ostentatious  display  of  men,  the 
disappearance  of  baggage,  and  the  casting  up  of 
earth  on  the  hill  covering  the  road  to  Mortagao 
soon  indicated  some  other  design.  It  was  not  how- 
ever, until  evening,  when  the  French  masses  of  in- 
fantry in  front  were  sensibly  diminishing  and  the 
cavalry  descried  winding  over  the  distant  mountains 
towards  the  allies'  left,  that  the  project  became 
quite  apparent.  At  this  moment  Wellington  arrived 
from  the  right,  and  observed  the  distant  columns  for 
some  time  with  great  earnestness;  he  seemed  un- 
easy, his  countenance  bore  a  fierce  and  angry  expres- 
sion, but  suddenly  mounting  his  horse  he  rode  away 
without  speaking :  one  hour  afterwards  the  whole 
army  was  in  movement.  Hill  recrossed  the  Mondego 
and  retired  by  Espinal  upon  Thomar;  the  centre  and 
left  of  the  army  defiled  in  the  night  by  narrow  roads 
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^^^^    upon  Milheada;    the  guns  followed  the  convent 

road,   and   the  light  division   furnished  the  rear- 

sept.'  guard  until  Fornos  being  passed  the  open  coantrj 
enabled  the  cavalry  to  take  that  duty.  Busaco  was 
evacuated. 

Massena's  scouts  reached  Boyalva  in  the  evening 
of  the  28th,  and  it  has  been  erroneously  asserted, 
that  Trant's  absence  from  Sardao  alone  enabled  the 
French  general  to  execute  his  design.  Trant  was 
however  at  Sardao,  four  miles  from  Boyalva,  before 
one  o'clock  on  the  28th ;  but  having  in  obedience 
to  an  erroneous  order  of  Baccellar  marched  from 
Lamego  by  the  circuitous  route  of  Oporto,  instead 
of  the  direct  road  through  San  Pedro  do  Sul,  he 
lost  men  from  fatigue  and  desertion,  and  could 
bring  only  6fteen  hundred  militia  into  line.  Hence 
his  absence  or  presence  could  have  produced  no 
effect  whatever,  even  though  he  had,  as  lord  Wel- 
lington intended,  been  at  Boyalva  itself.  And  now 
the  French  cavalry,  pushing  between  him  and  the 
British  horse  on  the  29th,  cut  off  one  of  his 
patroles,  and  the  next  morning  drove  him  with  the 
loss  of  twenty  men  behind  the  Vouga. 

When  Massena's  main  body  had  cleared  the  de- 
files of  Boyalva,  it  marched  upon  Coimbra,  and 
the  allies,  crossing  the  Mondego  at  that  city  com- 
menced the  passage  of  the  defiles  leading  upon 
Condeixa  and  Pombal.  The  commissariat  stores, 
which  had  been  previously  removed  from  Raiva  de 
Pena  Cova  to  Figueras,  were  embarked  at  Penich^, 
the  light  division  and  the  cavalry  remained  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Mondego,  and  Baccellar  was 
directed  to  bring  down  all  the  militia  of  the  north- 
ern provinces  upon  the  Vouga.  The  misconduct 
and  the  folly  of  the  Portuguese  government  was  now 
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made  evident.  Notwithstanding  the  proclama-  ^y^/ 
lions,  and  the  urgent  and  even  menacing  remon-  —jjjj — 
strances  of  the  English  general,  the  Regency  had  ^^f^  . 
not  caused  the  country  behind  the  Mondego  to  be 
laid  waste.  During  the  few  days  the  enemy  was 
stopped  at  Busaco  only  the  richest  inhabitants  had 
quitted  Coimbra ;  when  the  allied  army  retreated 
that  city  was  still  populous,  and  when  the  approach 
of  the  enemy  left  no  choice  but  to  fly  or  risk  the 
punishment  of  death  and  infamy  announced  in  the 
proclamation,  so  direful  a  scene  of  distress  ensued 
that  the  most  hardened  of  men  could  not  behold  it 
without  emotion.  Mothers,  with  children  of  all 
ages,  the  sick,  the  old,  the  bedridden,  and  even 
lunatics,  went  or  were  carried  forth  the  most  part 
with  little  hope  and  less  help  to  journey  for  days 
in  company  with  contending  armies.  Fortunately 
for  this  unhappy  multitude,  the  weather  was  fine 
and  the  roads  firm  or  the  greatest  number  must 
have  perished  in  the  most  deplorable  manner.  And 
all  this  misery  was  of  no  avail,  the  object  was  not 
gained:  the  people  fled,  but  the  provisions  were 
left  and  the  mills  were  but  partially  and  imperfectly 
ruined. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  the  allied  outposts  were 
driven  from  the  hill  on  the  north  of  Coimbra,  the 
French  horsemen  entered  the  plain,  where  they 
suffered  some  loss  from  a  cannonade,  and  the  British 
cavalry  were  drawn  up  in  line,  on  open  ground; 
the  disparity  of  numbers  was  not  very  great,  and 
the  opportunity  seemed  fair  for  a  good  stroke ;  but 
after  a  time  the  British  were  withdrawn  across  the 
Mondego,  and  so  unskilfully,  that  the  French, 
following  briskly,  cut  down  some  troopers  even  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  and  were  only  prevented 
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^xif    ^^^^  ftfrcing  the  passage  by  a  strong  skirmish  in 

^g^^     which  fifty  or  sixty  men  fell. 

October.  This  Scrambling  affair  forced  the  light  division 
to  march  hastily  through  the  city  to  gain  the  de- 
files of  Condeixa,  which  commence  at  the  end  of  the 
bridge ;  all  the  inhabitants  who  had  not  before 
quitted  the  place  then  rushed  out,  each  with  what 
could  be  caught  up  in  the  hand,  and  driving  before 
them  a  number  of  animals  loaded  with  sick  people 
and  children.  At  the  entrance  to  the  bridge  the 
press  was  so  great  that  the  troops  halted  a  few  mo- 
ments ;  they  were  under  the  prison;  the  jailor  had 
fled  with  the  keys,  the  prisoners,  crowding  to  the 
windows  endeavoured  to  tear  down  the  bars  with 
their  hands,  and  even  with  their  teeth ;  they  bellowed 
in  the  most  frantic  manner,  the  bitter  lamentations 
of  the  multitude  on  the  bridge  increased,  and  the 
pistol  shots  of  the  cavalry  engaged  at  the  ford 
below  were  distinctly  heard.  William  Campbell 
a  staff  officer  breaking  the  prison  doors  freed 
the  wretched  inmates,  and  the  troops  forced 
their  way  over  the  bridge ;  but  at  the  other  end 
the  defile,  cut  through  high  rocks,  was  so  crowded 
no  effort  could  make  way,  a  troop  of  French 
dragoons  which  had  passed  the  ford  hovered  close 
on  the  flank,  and  a  single  regiment  of  infantry 
could  have  destroyed  the  division,  wedged  in  a  hol- 
low way,  and  unable  to  retreat  to  advance  or  to  break 
out  on  either  side.  At  last  a  passage  was  opened  to 
the  right,  and  the  road  was  cleared  for  the  guns ; 
but  it  was  dark  before  the  troops  reached  Condeixa, 
although  the  distance  was  less  than  eight  miles. 

That  night  the  head-quarters  were  at  Redinba 
and  the  next  day  at  Leiria,  the  marches  were  there- 
fore easy,  and  provisions  were  abundant,  yet  the 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  337 

usual  disorders  of  a  retreat  had  already  commenced,   ^{^j^^f  • 
In  Coimbra  a  quantity  of  harness  and  intrench- —jj^j^ — 
ing  tools  were  scattered  in  the  streets ;  at  Leiria,  October, 
the  magazines  were  plundered  by  the  troops  and 
camp-followers ;  at  Condeixa,  a  magazine  of  tents, 
shoes,  spirits,  and  salt  meat  was  destroyed  or  aban- 
doned to   the   enemy.    And  while  the  town  was 
flowing  with  mm,   the  light  division  and  Pack's 
Portuguese  brigade,  only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  dis- 
tant, were  obliged  to  slaughter  their  own  bullocks, 
and  received  but  half  rations  of  liquor ! 

Lord  Wellington  arrested  the  growing  disorders 
with  a  strong  hand.  Three  men  taken  in  the  fact 
were  hanged  at  Leiria  for  plundering ;  and  some 
regiments  more  tainted  than  others,  were  forbidden 
to  enter  a  village.  This  vigorous  exercise  of  com- 
mand, aided  by  the  fine  weather  and  the  enemy's  in- 
activity, restored  regularity  amongst  the  allies,  while 
Massena's  conduct,  the  reverse  of  the  English  gene- 
ral's, introduced  the  confusion  of  a  retreat  in  the 
pursuing  army.  At  Coimbra,  he  permitted  such 
waste,  that  resources  were  dissipated  in  a  lew  days 
which  would  have  supplied  his  troops  for  two 
months  under  good  arrangements ;  and  during  this 
licentious  delay  the  advantage  gained  by  his  dan- 
gerous flank  march  to  Boyalva  was  lost. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

v.  "  Attack  vigorously  J  after  having  observed 
well  where  to  strike'^  This  simple  but  profound 
expression  in  Napoleon's  letter  of  service,  forms  the 
test  by  which  the  prince  of  Esling*s  operations 
should  be  judged. 

VOL.  iir.  I 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1810. 


338  HISTORY  OF  THE 

"xf*  ^"^^  "^^^  design  of  turning  the  strong  ground 
behind  Celorico  by  the  route  of  Viseu,  required 
close  and  rapid  movements ;  yet  the  French  general 
did  not  quit  Viseu  to  march  against  Coinbra 
until  the  tenth  day  after  passing  the  Pinhel.  This 
was  not  a  "  vigorous  attack.''  The  prince  of  Esling 
should  have  brought  the  allies  to  action  in  a  for- 
ward position ;  and  he  might  have  doae  so  wkea 
Almeida  fell,  or  before  that  event,  because  the  com- 
plement of  mules  for  the  service  of  the  army  being 
then  incomplete,  the  commissariat  was  d^>eBdei]t 
upon  the  country  carts,  and  when  the  first  retro- 
grade movement  took  place  from  Alverca,  the 
drivers  fled  with  their  animals,  and  produced  infinite 
confusion  in  the  rear.  The  commissary-general 
Kennedy  finally  contrived  indeed  to  procure  fifteen 
hundred  additional  mules ;  but  intermediately  a 
vigorous  advance  of  the  French  army  would  have 
forced  the  English  general  to  fight  near  the  frontier, 
or  to  retire  more  hastily  than  would  have  beseemed 
his  reputation  or  suited  his  political  position. 

3^  If  the  prince  of  Esling  had  not  been  misled 
by  Alorna  and  Pamplona,  and  the  more  readily  that 
the  estates  of  the  latter  were  situated  about  Coim- 
bra,  he  would  have  judged  that  a  line  his  adversary 
had  studied  for  eight  months,  and  now  so  carrfally 
and  jealously  guarded  was  more  likely  to  ofier  advan- 
tages than  the  circuitous  route  by  Viseu,  which  was 
comparatively  neglected.  The  French  general,  ill 
acquainted  with  the  scene  of  action,  but  having  the 
stronger  and  more  moveable  army,  should  have 
followed  closely.  A  rapid  pursuit  through  Celo- 
rico, would  have  brought  him  to  the  Alva  river 
before  general  Hill,  or  even  Leith,  could  have  joined 
lord  Wellington.     The  latter  must  then  have  fought 
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with  only  half  his  army,  or  he  must  have  retreated  ^y^^' 
to  the  Lines.  If  he  offered  battle  with  so  few  troops,  ""TT^J — 
his  position  could  be  turned  on  the  left  by  the  slopes 
of  the  Estrella ;  on  the  right  by  crossing  the  Mon- 
dego ;  for  Busaco  was  too  extensive  to  be  occupied 
before  Hill  and  Leith  arrived.  Now  the  road  by 
Viseu,  being  the  longest  and  least  practicable,  de- 
manded great  diligence  to  compensate  for  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  way ;  and  to  gain  Coimbra  and  force 
the  allies  to  a  battle  before  Hill  arrived  were  ob- 
jects more  readily  to  be  attained  by  the  left  bank  of 
the  Mondego.  The  point  where  to  strike  was  there- 
fore not  "  well  considered^''  and  it  is  clear  that  the 
prince  had  not  rightly  estimated  the  greatness  and 
difficulty  of  his  enterprise. 

4^.  When  the  rocks  of  Busaco,  glittering  with 
bayonets,  first  rose  on  the  prince  of  Esling's  view, 
two  fresh  questions  were  to  be  solved.  Was  he  to 
attack  or  to  turn  that  formidable  post  ?  Or  avail- 
ing himself  of  his  numerical  strength  and  central 
situation,  was  he  to  keep  the  allies  in  check,  seize 
Oporto,  and  neglect  Lisbon  until  better  combina- 
tions could  be  made  ?  The  last  question  has  been 
already  partly  discussed ;  bot  contrary  to  the  ge- 
neral opinion,  the  attack  upon  Busaco  appears  to 
me  faulty  in  the  execution  rather  than  in  the  con- 
ception; and  the  march  by  which  that  position  was 
finally  turned  a  violation  of  the  soundest  principles 
of  war.  In  a  purely  military  view,  the  English 
general  may  be  censured  for  not  punishing  his  ad- 
versary's rashness  on  the  spot.  First,  with  respect 
to  the  attack.  Sixty-five  thousand  French  veterans 
had  no  reason  to  believe,  that  fifty  thousand 
mixed  and  inexperienced  troops  distributed  on 
a  mountain    more   than    eight    miles   long,    were 
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"5^>^  impregnably  pasted.  It  would  have  been  no  over- 
-  weening  presumption  to  expect  to  carry  some 
part  of  the  position ;  and  it  is  an  error  to  suppose 
that  guns  could  not  have  been  used ;  the  light  divi- 
sion were  constantly  within  range,  and  thirty  pieces 
of  artillery  employed  on  that  point  would  have 
greatly  aided  the  attack  by  the  sixth  corps.  But 
when  a  general  in  chief  remains  ten  miles  from  a 
field  of  battle,  gives  his  adversary  two  days  to 
settle  in  a  position,  makes  his  attacks  without  con- 
nection and  without  artillery,  and  brings  forward 
no  reserves,  success  is  impossible  even  with  such 
valiant  soldiers  as  Massena  commanded. 
6^.  "  jIn  army  should  always  be  in  a  condition  to 

fight."" 

"  A  general  should  never  abandon  one  line  of 
communication  without  establishing  another."' 

"  Flank  marches  within  reach  of  an  enemy  are 
rash  and  injudicious.'' 

These  maxims  of  Napoleon,  the  greatest  of  all 
generals,  have  been  illustrated  by  many  e;jcamples; 
Senef,  Kollin,  Rosbach,  the  valley  of  the  Brenta, 
Salamanca,  attest  their  value.  Massena  violated 
all  three  by  his  march  to  Boyalva,  and  some  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  some  desperate  crisis  of  affairs 
alone  could  warrant  such  a  departure  from  general 
principles.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  treating  of  ano- 
ther art  says,  ^^ genius  begins  where  rules  end'' 
Here  genius  was  dormant  and  rules  disregarded. 
For  Massena  was  not  driven  to  a  desperate  game ; 
the  conquest  of  Oporto  was  open  to  him,  so  was  a 
march  to  the  Vouga  by  Viseu.  Yet  he  threw  his 
whole  army  into  a  single  narrow  defile  within  ten 
miles  of  an  enemy  in  position.  And,  as  I  have 
been  told  by  an  officer  of  Ney's  staff,  with  such  dis- 
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order,    that  the   baggage,    the  commissariat,  the   ^*^j^- 
wounded  and  the  sick,  were  all  mixed  together  with  ""^  ~ 
the  artillery  cavalry  and  infantry,  each  striving  who 
should  first  make  way,  while  discord  raged  amongst 
the  generals,  and  confusion  amongst  the  soldiers : 
and  all  this  in  the  night 

''  Maastnds  army  was  not  then  in  a  condition  to 
Jight—he  made  a  fiank  march  within  reach  of  an 
enemy  in  position^  and  he  abandoned  his  line  of  com- 
munication without  having  established  another.'* 

6^.  Lord  Wellington  was  within  four  hours  march 
of  either  end  of  the  defile  through  which  the  French 
army  was  moving.  He  might  have  sent  the  first 
division  and  the  cavalry,  forming  with  Portuguese 
regular  troops  and  Trant's  militia  a  mass  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  thousand  men,  to  Sardao,  to  head  the 
French  in  the  defile,  while  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  light  divisions,  advancing  by  Martagao, 
assailed  their  rear.  That  he  did  not  do  so  is  to  be 
attributed  to  his  political  position.  His  mixed  and 
inexperienced  army  was  not  easily  handled,  war  is 
full  of  mischances,  and  the  loss  of  a  single  brigade 
might  have  caused  the  English  government  to  aban- 
don the  contest  altogether.  Nevertheless,  his  re- 
treat was  as  dangerous  as  such  an  attack  would 
have  been,  and  in  a  military  view  the  battle  of  Bu- 
saco  should  not  have  been  fought ;  it  was  extraneous 
to  his  original  plan  and  forced  upon  him  by  events; 
it  was  in  fine  a  political  battle. 

7^  Massena's  march  was  successful.  The  allied 
army  could  not  cope  with  him  in  the  open  country, 
between  Busaco  and  the  sea,  where  his  cavalry 
would  have  had  a  fair  field.  Lord  Wellington 
therefore,  reverting  to  his  original  plari,  retreated 
by  the  Coimbra  and  Espinhal  roads.  But  the  prince 
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'^^^  of  Esling  was  at  Avelans  de  Cima  and  Milheada  on 
— rj- —  the  30th,  when  the  allied  cavalry  and  the  light  di- 
vision were  still  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mondego, 
which  was  fordable  in  many  places  below  Coimbra. 
Had  the  French  genenal,  directing  his  march 
through  Tentugal,  crossed  at  those  fords,  aod 
pushed  rapidly  on  to  Leiria  by  the  route  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  followed  in  1808  against  Junot,  the 
communication  with  Lisbon  would  have  been  cut: 
terror  and  confusion  would  then  have  raged  in  the 
capital,  the  patriarch's  faction  would  have  tri- 
umphed, and  a  dangerous  battle  must  have  been 
risked  before  the  Lines  could  be  reached. 

8°.  When  the  allies  had  gained  Leiria  and  se- 
cured their  line  of  retreat,  the  fate  of  Portugal  was 
still  in  the  French  general's  hands.  If  he  had  es- 
tablished a  fresh  base  at  Coimbra,  employed  the 
ninth  corps  to  seize  Oporto,  secured  his  line  of  com- 
munication with  that  city  and  with  Almeida  by  for- 
tified posts,  and  afterwards,  extending  his  position 
by  the  left,  attacked  Abrantes  and  given  his  hand 
to  a  corps  sent  by  Soult  from  the  south,  not  only 
would  the  campaign  have  been  so  far  a  successful 
one,  but  in  no  other  manner  could  he  have  so  effec- 
tually frustrated  his  adversary's  political  and  mili- 
tary projects.  Lord  Wellington  dreaded  such  a 
proceeding,  and  hailed  the  renewed  advance  of  the 
French  army  :  it  was  the  rising  of  a  heavy  cloud 
discovering  a  clear  horizon  beneath. 
Appendix,      go.  Evcu   at    Coimbra,    the   prince   was   unac- 

Wo.  V 1 1 • 

Sect.  2.  quainted  with  the  existence  of  the  Lines,  and  be- 
lieved the  country  to  be  open  for  the  usage  of  all 
arms  beyond  Coimbra.  It  is  strange,  when  Junot, 
Loison,  Foy,  and  many  other  officers  who  had  served 
in   Portugal  were  present,  that  better  information 
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was  not  obtained ;  but  every  part  of  this  campaign  9^^^**- 
illustrated  Massena's  character  as  drawn  by  Napo*  — ~ — 
Icon: — He  was  dull  in  conversation,  but  decided  and 
intrepid  in  action ;  danger  gave  his  thoughts  clear- 
ness and  force.  Ambitious  and  selfish,  he  was  neg- 
lectful of  discipline,  regardless  of  good  administra- 
tion, and  consequently  disliked  by  his  troops,  and 
his  dispositions  for  a  battle  were  always  bad ;  but 
his  temper  was  pertinacious  to  the  last  degree ;  he 
was  never  discouraged ! 

10^  The  French  reached  Coimbraat  the  moment 
when  fourteen  days'  bread  carried  by  the  soldiers 
was  exhausted.  It  is  worthy  of  consideration 
tbat  French  soldiers  are  accustomed  to  carry  so 
much  bread.  Other  nations,  and  notably  the  Eng- 
lish, would  not  husband  it ;  yet  it  was  a  practice  of 
the  ancient  Romans  and  it  ought  to  be  the  practice 
of  all  armies.  It  requires  a  long  previous  disci- 
pline and  well-confirmed  military  habits;  yet  with- 
out it  men  are  only  half  efficient,  especially  for 
offensive  warfare.  But  the  secret  of  making  perfect 
soldiers  is  only  to  be  found  in  national  customs  and 
institutions ;  men  should  come  to  the  ranks  fitted 
by  previous  habits  for  military  service,  instead  of 
being  stretched  as  it  were  upon  the  bed  of  Pro- 
crustes by  a  discipline  which  has  no  resource  but 
fear. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

BOOK        Prom  the  1st  until  the  3d,  the  French  army  was 

in  disorder.     The  4th,  Massena  resumed  his  march 

October,  by  Condeixa  and  Leiria,  leaving  his  sick  and 
wounded  with  a  slender  guard  at  Coimbra.  His 
hospital  was  established  at  the  convent  of  Santa 
Clara  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  all  the  in- 
habitants who  were  averse,  or  unable  to  enter  the 
Lines,  immediately  came  down  from  their  hiding- 
places  in  the  mountains.  But  scarcely  had  the 
prince  left  the  city  when  Trant,  Miller,  and  Wilson 
closed  upon  his  rear  with  ten  thousand  militia,  oc- 
cupying the  sierras  on  both  sides  of  the  Mondego, 
and  cutting  off  all  communication  with  Almeida. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  the  French  drove  the 
picquets  from  Pombal,  and  the  next  morning  pushed 
so  suddenly  upon  Leiria  as  to  create  a  general  con- 
fusion. The  road  was  however  crossed  by  a  succes- 
sion of  parallel  ravines,  and  captain  Somers  Cocks, 
defending  one  with  a  single  squadron,  charged 
the  head  of  the  enemy *s  column  vigorously  and 
checked  its  march  until  Anson's  brigade  of  horse- 
men and  Bull's  artillery  came  up.  The  French  then 
formed  three  columns,  and  endeavoured  to  bear  down 
the  British  with  the  centre  one,  while  the  others 
turned  the  flanks.  But  the  ravines  were  difficult  to 
pass.  Bull's  artillery  played  well  into  the  principal 
body,  and  Anson,  charging  as  it  emerged  from  every 
defile,  slew  a  great  number. 
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The  British  lost  three  oflScers  and  about  fifty  men   chap. 
in  this  action ;  bat  the  French  lost  more,  and  in  five  • 


hours  did  not  gain  as  many  miles  of  ground,  al-  October, 
though  they  had  thirty-six  squadrons  opposed  to  ten. 
During  this  delay  Leiria  was  cleared,  and  the  army 
retreated,  the  right  by  Thomar  and  Santarem,  the 
centre  by  Batalha  and  Rio  Mayor,  the  left  by  Alco- 
ba^a  and  Obidos ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  native 
force,  under  colonel  Blunt,  was  thrown  into  Peniche. 
Massena  followed  in  one  column  by  the  way  of  Rio 
Mayor ;  but  meanwhile  the  most  daring  and  hardy 
enterprise  executed  by  any  Partizan  during  the  whole 
war,  convicted  him  of  bad  generalship  and  shook 
his  plan  of  invasion  to  its  base. 


SURPRISE   OF    COlMfiRA. 

Colonel  Trant  had  reached  Milheada,  intending 
to  unite  with  Miller  and  J.  Wilson,  for  which  purpose 
the  latter  had  made  a  forced  march  ;  those  officers 
were  still  distant,  but  as  his  own  arrival  was  unknown 
at  Coimbra,  he  resolved  to  attack  the  French  in 
that  city  without  waiting  for  assistance.  Having 
surprised  a  small  post  at  Fornos  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th,  he  sent  his  cavalry  at  full  gallop 
through  the  streets  of  Coimbra,  with  orders  to  pass 
the  bridge  and  cut  oflF  all  communication  with  the 
French  army,  of  whose  progress  he  was  ignorant. 
Meanwhile  his  infantry  penetrated  at  different  points 
into  the  principal  parts  of  the  town,  the  astounded 
enemy  made  little  or  no  resistance,  and  the  convent 
of  Santa  Clara  surrendered  at  discretion.  Thus  on 
the  third  day  after  the  prince  of  Esling  had  quitted 
the  Mondego,  his  depots  and   hospitals,  and  nearly 
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^^^^    five  thousand  prisoners,  wounded  and  unwounded, 
■  amongst  which  there  was  a  company  of  the  marines 


octoto.  of  the  imperial  guards,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  small 
militia  force !  The  next  day,  Miller  and  Wilson 
arrived,  and  spreading  their  men  on  all  the  lines  of 
communication  picked  up  three  hundred  more  pri- 
soners, while  Trant  conducted  his  to  Oporto.  During 
the  first  confusion  the  Portuguese  militia  used  some 
violence  towards  some  of  their  prisoners,  and  this  has 
given  occasion  for  the  Abb^  du  Pradt,  and  other 
French  writers,  to  accuse  Trant  of  having  disgraced 
his  country  and  his  uniform  by  encouraging  their 
cruelty.  But  it  was  his  exertions  which  repressed  the 
cruelty,  and  if  the  fact,  that  not  more  than  ten  men 
lost  their  lives  under  such  critical  circumstances  was 
not  sufficient  refutation,  the  falsehood  is  placed  be- 
Appcndix,  yond  dispute  in  a  letter  of  thanks,  addressed  to  colonel 
No.  viii.  rp|.j^^^  ^y  ^jjg  French  officers  who  fell  into  his  hands. 
This  disaster  made  no  change  in  Massena's  dispo* 
sitions.  He  continued  his  march,  and  on  the  8th, 
his  advanced  guard  drove  the  cavalry  picquets  out 
of  Rio  Mayor.  General  Slade,  who  commanded 
See  Notice  the  bngfadc,  took  no  heed  of  this  :  the  enemy  push- 

at  the  be.    .  .  ,,  ,.,  ,  ,  i        i 

ginning  of  ing  rapidly  on  was  like  to  have  taken  the  battery 
of  artillery  in  Alcoentre  and  great  confusion  en- 
sued ;  for  though  the  royals  and  the  sixteenth  finally 
drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  town,  sabring  many  and 
taking  twelve  prisoners,  the  combat  was  renewed 
by  the  French  in  the  morning  and  the  British  ulti- 
mately retreated.  Meanwhile  the  army  was  occupy- 
ing the  lines.  The  first  fourth  and  fifth  divisions 
forming  the  centre  entered  them  by  Sobral ;  the 
third  division  on  the  left  by  Torres  Vedras ;  Hill's 
corps  on  the  right  by  Alhandra.  The  light  division 
and  Pack's  brigade  should  have  entered  by  Aruda, 
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but  Crawfurd,  who  had  reached  Alemquer  on  the  ^^^jf- 
9th,  was  still  there  at  three  o'clock,  p.  m.  on  the  '"Tzr: — 
lOtb.  The  weather  was  stormy,  the  men  were  placed  octob«i. 
under  cover,  and  no  indication  of  marching  was 
given  by  the  general.     He  knew  that  all  the  cavalry 
had  already  filed  into  the  lines,  yet  he  posted  no 
guards,  sent  no  patroles  forward,  and  took  no  precau- 
tion against  a  surprise,  although  the  town  situated 
in  a  deep  ravine  was  peculiarly  exposed  to  such  a 
disaster. 

Some  officers,  uneasy  at  this  state  of  affairs, 
anxiously  watched  the  height  in  front,  and  about 
four  o'clock  observed  some  French  dragoons  on  the 
summit,  which  was  within  cannon  shot.  The  alarm 
was  instantly  given  and  the  regiments  got  under 
arms ;  but  the  principal  post  of  assembly  had  been 
marked  on  an  open  space  very  much  exposed  to 
an  enemy's  guns,  and  from  whence  the  road  led 
through  an  ancient  gateway  to  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain behind.  The  numbers  of  French  increased 
every  moment,  and  they  endeavoured  to  create  a 
belief  that  their  artillery  was  come  up ;  but  though 
this  feint  was  easily  seen  through,  the  general 
rashly  desired  the  regiments  to  break  and  reform 
on  the  other  side  of  the  archway  out  of  gun  range. 
In  a  moment  all  was  disorder.  The  streets  were 
crowded  with  the  followers  of  the  division  and  with 
the  baggage  animals,  and  the  whole  in  one  con- 
fused mass  rushed  or  were  driven  headlong  to  the 
archway.  Several  were  crushed,  and  with  worse 
troops  a  general  panic  must  have  ensued ;  but  the 
greatest  number  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  ashamed 
of  the  order,  stood  firm  in  their  ranks  until  the  first 
confusion  had  abated. 
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^xi,^  Nevertheless  the  mischief  was  sufficiently  great, 
— — — and  the  enemy's  infantry  descending  the  heights, 
octobe'r.  endeavoured  to  turn  the  town  on  the  left,  while 
some  pushed  directly  through  the  streets  in  par- 
suit  :  thus  with  his  front  in  disorder,  his  rear  skir- 
mishing, and  the  night  falling,  Crawfurd  com- 
menced a  retreat.  The  weather  was  however  so 
boisterous  that  the  fire  soon  ceased,  and  a  few  men 
wounded  and  the  loss  of  some  baggage  was  all  the 
hurt  sustained :  yet,  so  uncertain  is  every  thing 
in  war,  this  affair  had  like  to  have  produced  the 
most  terrible  results  in  another  quarter.  For  the 
division,  instead  of  marching  by  Caregada  and 
Cadafaes,  followed  the  route  of  Sobral,  and  was 
obliged  in  the  dark  to  make  a  flank  march  of  se- 
veral miles  along  the  foot  of  the  Lines  ta  gain 
Aruda,  which  wais  meanwhile  left  open  to  the 
enemy.  In  this  state,  the  cavalry  patroles  from 
Villa  Franca,  meeting  some  stragglers  and  followers 
of  the  camp  near  Caregada,  were  by  them  told  that 
the  light  division  was  cut  off;  a  report  confirmed 
in  some  measure  by  the  unguarded  state  of  Aruda 
and  by  the  presence  of  the  enemy's  scouts  on  that 
side.  This  information  alarmed  general  Hill  for 
the  safety  of  the  second  line,  and  the  more  so  that 
the  weakest  part  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Aruda; 
he  therefore  made  a  retrograde  movement  towards 
Alverca,  with  a  view  to  watch  the  valley  of  Calan- 
drix,  or  to  gain  the  pass  of  Bucellas  according  to 
circumstances.  Hence,  when  the  enemy  was  in 
full  march  against  the  Lines,  the  front  from  Al- 
handra  to  the  forts  above  Sobral,  a  distance  of  eighl 
or  nine  miles,  was  quite  disgamished  of  troops. 
The  true  state  of  affairs  was  however  quickly  ascer- 
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tained,  and  Hill  regained  Alhandra  before  daylight  ^f,^- 
on  the  11th. 


During  this  time  Reynier  and  Junot  passed  October. 
Alemquer  with  the  second  and  eighth  corps.  The 
first  marched  upon  Villa  Franca,  the  second  upon 
Sobral ;  but  Reynier's  operations  were  languid,  he 
did  not  discover  the  unguarded  state  of  Alhandra, 
and  his  picquets  only  entered  Villa  Franca  the  next 
day.  It  was  different  on  Junot's  side.  General 
Clausel^  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the 
French  army,  leading  the  head  of  the  eighth  corps, 
came  upon  Sobral  in  the  dusk  and  dislodged  the 
first  division;  he  then  occupied  the  ridge  upon 
which  that  town  is  built,  and  before  morning  had 
thrown  up  some  works  close  under  the  allies' 
position  in  the  centre  of  those  justly  celebrated 
works  commonly  but  improperly  known  as 


THE  LINES  OP  TORRES  VEDRAS. 

They  consisted  of  three  distinct  ranges  of  de- Memoran. 

«  -^  '^  da  of  the 

lence.  Hues,    &c. 

The  firsts  extending  from  Alhandra  on  the  Tagus  '^.  i^s/ 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Zizandre  on  the  sea-coast,  ginem,  "^^ 
was,  following  the  inflections  of  the  hills,  twenty- pri^lteeu! 

.«       I  eolation. 

nme  miles  long. 

The  second,  traced  at  a  distance  varying  from 
six  to  ten  miles  in  rear  of  the  first,  stretched  from 
Quintella  on  the  Tagus,  to  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Lorenza,  being  twenty-four  miles  in  length. 

The  third,  intended  to  cover  a  forced  embarkation, 
extended  from  Passo  d'Arcos  on  the  Tagus,  to  the 
tower  of  Junquera  on  the  coast.     Here  an  outward 
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*Joic    line,  constructed  on  an  opening  of  three  thousand 
yards,    enclosed   an  entrenched   camp,    the    latter 


October,  being  designed  to  cover  an  embarkation  with  fewer 
troops  if  such  an  operation  should  be  delayed  by 
bad  weather.  This  second  camp  enclosed  Fort  St 
Julian  whose  high  ramparts  and  deep  ditches  defied 
an  escalade,  and  it  was  so  armed  and  strengthened 
as  to  enable  a  rear*guard  to  resist  an  army. 

The  nearest  part  of  the  second  line  was  twenty- 
four  miles  from  these  works  at  Passo  d'Arcos,  and 
some  parts  of  the  first  line  were  two  long  marches 
distant;  but  the  principal  routes  led  through  Lisbon, 
where  measures  were  taken  to  retard  the  enemy  and 
give  time  for  the  embarkation. 

Of  these  stupendous  Lines,  the  second,  whether 
regarded  for  its  strength  or  importance,  was  un- 
doubtedly the  principal ;  the  others  were  only  ap- 
pendages, the  third  as  a  final  place  of  refuge,  the 
first  as  an  advanced  work,  to  stem  the  primary  vio- 
lence of  the  enemy  and  enable  the  army  to  take 
up  its  ground  on  the  second  line  without  hurry  or 
pressure.  But  while  Massena  had  remained  in- 
active on  the  frontier,  the  first  line  acquired  great 
strength,  which  was  now  so  much  augmented  by 
the  rain  that  lord  Wellington  resolved  to  abide  the 
attack  permanently. 

The  ground  presented  to  the  French  was  divided 
into  five  parts  or  positions  and  shall  now  be  de- 
scribed in  succession  from  right  to  left. 

P.  From  Alhandra  to  the  head  of  the  valley  of 
Calandrix.  This  distance,  of  about  five  miles,  was 
a  continuous  and  lofty  ridge  defended  by  thirteen 
redoubts,  and  for  two  miles  rendered  inaccessible 
by  a  scarp,  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  high,  cut  along 
the  brow.     It  was  guarded  by  the  British  and  Por- 
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tug^iese  divisions  under  general  Hill,  and  flanked  ^^,^j^' 
from  the  Tagus  by  a  strong  flotilla  of  gun-boats  — rj^ — 
manned  with  British  seamen.  octobir. 

2^.  From  the  head  of  the  vale  of  Calandriv  to 
the  Pi  de  Monte.  This  position,  also  five  miles  in 
length,  consisted  of  two  salient  mountains  forming 
the  valley  of  Aruda,  that  town  being  exactly  in 
the  mouth  of  the  pass.  Only  three  feeble  redoubts, 
totally  incapable  of  stopping  an  enemy  for  an  in- 
stant, were  constructed  here,  and  the  defence  of 
the  ground  was  entrusted  to  the  light  division  under 
general  Crawftird. 

3®.  The  Monte  Agraga.  This  lofty  mountain 
overtopped  the  adjacent  country  in  such  a  manner, 
that  from  its  summit  the  whole  of  the  first  line 
could  be  distinctly  observed.  The  right  was  sepa- 
rated from  the  Aruda  position  by  a  deep  ravine 
which  led  to  nothing ;  the  left  overlooked  the  vil- 
lage and  valley  of  Zibreira ;  the  centre  overhung 
the  town  of  Sobral.  The  summit  of  the  moun- 
tain was  crowned  by  an  immense  redoubt  armed 
with  twenty-five  guns,  and  three  smaller  works, 
containing  nineteen  guns,  were  clustered  around 
it  The  garrisons,  amounting  to  two  thousand 
men,  were  supplied  by  Pack's  brigade ;  and  on  the 
reverse  slope,  which  might  be  about  four  miles  in 
length,  general  Leith  was  posted  in  reserve  with 
the  fifth  division. 

4®.  From  the  valley  of  Zibreira  to  Torres  Vedras. 
This  position,  seven  miles  long,  was  at  first  without 
works,  because  it  was  only  when  the  rains  had  set 
in  that  the  resolution  to  defend  the  first  line 
permanently  was  adopted.  But  the  ground,  rough 
and  well'  defined,  with  the  valley  in  front  deep 
and  watered  by  the  Zizandre,  now  a  considerable 
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^^^^   river,  presented  a  fine  field  of  battle.     Here  the 

— first  and  fourtb  divisions,   reinforced  by  a  sixth, 

October,  formed  of  troops  recently  come  from  England  and 
from  Cadiz,  were  posted  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  lord  Wellington  himself;  his  qnarten 
being  fixed  at  Pero  Negro,  just  under  the  lofty 
Socora  rock,  on  which  a  telegraph  was  erected  to 
communicate  with  every  part  of  the  line. 

5*^.  From  the  heigkU  of  Torres  Vedras  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Zizandre.  The  right  flank  of  this  position 
and  the  pass  in  front  of  the  town  of  Torres  Vedras 
were  secured,  first  by  a  great  redoubt  mounting 
forty  guns ;  secondly,  by  smaller  forts  judiciously 
planted  so  as  to  command  all  the  approaches.  From 
these  works  to  the  sea  a  range  of  moderate  heights 
were  crowned  with  minor  redoubts ;  but  the  chief 
defence  there,  after  the  rains  had  set  in,  was  to  be 
found  in  the  Zizandre,  which  unfordable  itself  over- 
flowed and  formed  an  impassable  marsh.  Such 
were  the  defences  of  the  first  line ;  they  were  de- 
fective at  several  points  but  strong,  and  there  was  a 
paved  road,  running  parallel  to  the  foot  of  the  hills 
through  Torres  Vedras,  Runa,  Sobral  and  Aruda  to 
Alhandra.  The  second  line  of  defence  now  to  be 
described  from  left  to  right  was  far  more  formidable. 

V.  From  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lourem^a  to 
Mafra.  In  this  distance  of  seven  miles,  there  was 
a  range  of  hills,  naturally  steep  and  artificially 
scarped,  covered  by  a  deep  and  in  many  parts  im- 
practicable ravine.  The  salient  points  were  secured 
by  forts  which  flanked  and  commanded  the  few 
accessible  points;  but  as  this  line  was  extensive, 
a  secondary  post  was  fortified  a  few  miles  in  the 
rear  to  secure  a  road  leading  from  Ereceira  \Q 
Cintra. 
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2\  The  Tapada  or  royal  park  of  Mafra.  Here  ^«  J^^- 
there  was  some  open  ground  for  an  attack.  Yet  it 
was  strong,  and,  together  with  the  pass  of  Mafra, 
was  defended  by  a  system  of  fourteen  redoubts  con- 
structed with  great  labour  and  care,  well  considered 
with  respect  to  the  natural  disposition  of  the  ground, 
and  in  some  degree  connected  with  the  secondary 
post  spoken  of  above :  the  Sierra  de  Chypre,  co- 
vered with  redoubts,  was  in  front  and  obstructed  all 
approaches  to  Mafra  itself. 

3^  From  the  Tapada  to  the  pass  of  Bucellas.  In 
this  space  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  which  formed 
the  middle  of  the  second  line,  the  country  is  choked 
by  the  Monte  Chique,  the  Cabe^ja  or  head  of 
which  is  in  the  centre  of  and  overtops  all  the  other 
mountain  masses.  A  road  conducted  along  a  chain 
of  hills,  high  and  salient,  but  less  bold  than  any 
other  part  of  the  line,  connected  Mafra  with  the 
Cabe^a,  and  was  secured  by  a  number  of  forts. 
The  country  in  front  was  extremely  difficult,  and 
behind  was  a  parallel  and  stronger  ridge  which 
could  only  be  approached  with  artillery  by  the  con- 
necting road  in  front ;  and  to  reach  that,  either  the 
Sierra  de  Chypre  on  the  left,  or  the  defile  of  the 
Cabe^a  de  Monte  Chique  on  the  right,  must  have 
been  carried.  Now  the  works  covering  the  l9,tter, 
consisted  of  a  cluster  of  redoubts  constructed  on 
the  inferior  rocky  hcjads  in  advance  of  the  Cabe^a, 
they  commanded  all  the  approaches,  and  both  from 
their  artificial  and  natural  strength  were  nearly 
impregnable  to  open  force.  The  Cabe^a  itself  and 
its  immediate  flanks  were  secure  in  their  natural 
precipitous  strength ;  so  likewise  were  the  ridges 
connecting  the  Cabe^a  with  the  pass  of  Bucellas, 
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wherefore,  save  the  blocking  of  one  mule  path,  they 

—^ —  were  untouched. 

October.  30^  From  Bucellas  to  the  low  ground  about  the 
Tagus,  The  defile  of  Bucellas,  naturally  very 
narrow  and  rugged,  was  defended  by  redoubts  on 
each  side,  and  a  ridge,  or  rather  collection  of  im- 
passable rocks  called  the  Sierra  de  Serves,  stretched 
to  the  right  of  it  for  two  miles  without  a  break, 
and  then  died  away  by  a  succession  of  ridges  into 
the  low  ground  on  the  bank  of  the  Tagus.  These 
declivities  and  the  flat  banks  of  the  river  offered  an 
accessible  opening,  two  miles  and  a  half  wide, 
laboriously  defended  indeed  by  redoubts,  water- 
cuts  and  retrenchments,  and  carefully  connected 
with  the  heights  of  Alhandra;  yet  it  was  the 
weakest  part  of  the  line,  and  dangerous  from  its 
proximity  to  the  valleys  of  Calandrix  and  Aruda. 

Five  roads  practicable  for  artillery  pierced  the 
Jirst  line  of  defence.  Two  penetrated  at  Torres 
Vedras,  two  at  Sobral,  one  at  Alhandra ;  but  as  two 
of  these  united  again  at  the  Cabe^a,  there  were 
only  four  points  of  passage  through  the  second  lint^ 
that  is  to  say,  at  Mafra,  Monte  Chique,  Bucellas, 
and  Quintella  in  the  flat  ground.  Now  the  aim 
and  scope  of  all  the  works  was  to  bar  those  roads, 
and  to  strengthen  the  favourable  fighting  positions 
between  them  without  impeding  the  movements  of 
the  army.  Those  objects  were  attained,  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  loss  of  i\ie  Jirst  line  would  not  have 
been  injurious,  save  in  reputation,  because  the 
retreat  was  secure  upon  the  second  and  stronger 
line;  moreover  the  guns  of  the  first  line  were  all  of 
inferior  calibre,  mounted  on  common  truck  carriages, 
immoveable,  and  useless  to  the  enemy. 
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The  movements  of  the  allies  were  free  and  un-  ™^,f  ^ 
fettered  by  the  works,  but  the  movements  of  the  ^^^^ 
French  army  were  impeded  and  cramped.  For  the  October, 
great  Monte  Junta,  rising  opposite  the  centre  of 
the  first  line,  sent  forth  a  spur  called  the  Sierra 
de  Baragueda,  in  a  slanting  direction,  yet  so  close 
to  the  heights  of  Torres  Vedras  that  the  narrow 
pass  of  Runa  alone  separated  them.  This  pass 
being  entirely  commanded  by  heavy  redoubts,  Mas- 
sena  was  of  necessity  obliged  to  dispose  his  forces 
on  one  or  other  side  of  the  Baragueda ;  which 
though  not  absolutely  impassable,  was  so  rugged 
that  any  movement  across  would  require  time  and 
could  be  overlooked  from  the  Monte  Agra^a,  from 
whence  the  allies  could  pour  down  on  both  sides  of 
the  Baragueda  and  fall  upon  the  front  and  rear  of 
the  French  while  in  march.  And  this  could  be 
done  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  because  communi- 
cations had  been  cut  by  the  engineers  to  all  im- 
portant points  of  the  Lines;  and  a  system  of  signals 
was  established,  by  which  orders  were  transmitted 
from  the  centre  to  the  extremities  in  a  few  minutes. 

Thus  much  I  have  thought  fit  to  say  respecting 
the  Lines;  too  little  for  the  professional  reader,  too 
much  perhaps  for  a  general  history ;  but  I  was 
desirous  to  notice,  somewhat  in  detail,  works  more 
iu  keeping  with  ancient  than  modern  military  la- 
bours ;  partly  that  a  just  idea  might  be  formed  of 
the  talents  of  the  British  engineers  who  constructed 
them ;  partly  to  show  that  lord  Wellington's  mea- 
sures of  defence  were  not^  as  some  French  military 
writers  have  supposed^  dependent  upon  the  first 
line.  Had  that  been  stormed,  the  standard  of  Por- 
tuguese independence  could  still  have  been  securely 
planted  amidst  the  rocks  of  the  second  position. 

2  A  2 
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^x\^       To  occupy  fifty  miles  of  fortification,  to  man  one 

— '  hundred  and  fifty  forts  and  work  six  hundred  pieces 

octob«.  of  artillery,  required  a  number  of  men  ;  but  a  great 
fleet  in  the  Tagus,  a  superb  body  of  marines  sent 
out  from  England,  the  civic  guards  of  Lisbon,  the 
Portuguese  heavy  artillery  corps,  and  the  militia 
and  ordenan^a  of  Estremadura  furnished  a  power- 
ful reserve  to  the  regular  army.  The  native  artil- 
lery and  the  militia  supplied  all  the  garrisons  of  the 
forts  on  the  second,  and  most  of  those  on  the  fiist 
line ;  the  British  marines  occupied  the  third  line ; 
the  navy  manned  the  gun-boats  on  the  river,,  and  ^ 
aided  in  various  ways  the  operation  in  the  field. 
The  recruits  from  the  depots,  and  the  return  of  all 
the  men  on  furlough  rendered  the  Portuguese  army 
stronger  than  it  had  yet  been  ;  and  the  Briti^ 
troops  reinforced,  as  I  have  said,  both  from  Cadiz 
and  England,  and  remarkably  healthy,  presented 
such  a  front  as  a  general  would  desire  to  see  in  a 
dangerous  crisis. 

It  was,    however,  necessary  not  only  to  have 
strength  but  the  appearance  of  strength,   and  lofd 
Wellington  had  so  dealt  with  Romana  that  the  lat- 
ter without  much  attention  to  the  wishes  of  his 
own  government,  joined  the  allies  with   six  thou- 
sand men  forming  two  divisions.    Yet  the  English 
general  did  not  thus  persuade  him  until  assured       ^ 
that  Massena's  force  was  insuflScient  to  drive  the       \ 
British  from  Lisbon.     He  felt  that  it  would  have       | 
been  dishonest  to  draw  the  Spaniards  into  a  comer, 
where  they  could  not  from  want  of  shipping  ha?e 
escaped  in  the  event  of  failure.     The  first  division, 
led  by  Romana  himself,  crossed  the  Tagus  at  AWaa 
Gallega  the  i9th,  and  was  posted  the  24th  at  Enxara 
de  \oB  Cavalleros,  just  behind  the  Monte  Agra^a; 
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the  other  followed  in  a  few  days.     Thus  before  the     vxii.' 
end  of  October,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand     iqio. 
fighting  men  of  all  kinds  received  rations  within  the  ^*^'*»^'- 
lines,  seventy  thousand  being  regular  troops  dis- 
posable and  unfettered  by  the  works. 

While  Romana  was  making  for  the  Lines,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Spanish  army,  reinforced  by  Mad- 
den's  Portuguese  dragoons,  advanced  towards  Zafra; 
Ballesteros,  at  the  same  time,  moved  upon  Aracena, 
and  Mortier,"  ignorant  of  Romana*s  absence,  retired 
across  the  Morena  on  the  8th,  to  be  near  Soult  who 
was  then  seriously  menacing  Cadiz.  Thus  fortune 
helped  the  dispositions  of  the  English  general  to 
widen  the  distance  between  the  French  armies  and 
to  diversify  their  objects  at  the  moment  when  the 
allies  were  concentrating  the  greatest  force  on  the 
most  important  point. 

Massena,  surprised  at  the  extent  and  strength 
of  works  the  existence  of  which  had  only  become 
known  to  him  five  days  before  he  came  upon  them, 
employed  several  days  to  examine  their  nature.  The 
heights  of  Alhandra  he  at  once  judged  inattackable, 
but  the  valleys  of  Calandrix  and  Aruda  attracted 
his  attention.  Through  the  former  he  could  turn 
Alhandra  and  come  at  once  upon  the  weakest  part 
of  the  second  line ;  yet  the  abattis  and  redoubts 
erected,  and  hourly  strengthening,  gave  him  little 
encouragement  to  attack  there ;  the  nature  of  the 
ground  about  Aruda  also  was  such  that  he  could 
not  ascertain  what  number  of  troops  guarded  it, 
although  he  made  several  demonstrations,  and  fre- 
quently skirmished  with  the  light  division  to  oblige 
Crawfurd  to  shew  his  force. 

TTiat  general,  by  making  the  town  of  Aruda  an 
advanced  post,  had  rendered  it  impossible  to  dis- 
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^xi.^    cover  his  trae  situation  without  a  serious  affair; 


and  in  an  incredible  short  space  of  time,  the  troops 
octob^.  had  secured  the  position  in  a  manner  really  worthy 
of  admiration.  For  across  the  ravine  on  the  left, 
a  loose  stone  wall  sixteen  feet  thick  and  forty  feet 
high  was  raised ;  and  across  the  great  valley  of 
Aruda  a  double  line  of  abattis  was  drawn,  not 
composed,  as  is  usual,  of  the  limbs  of  trees,  but 
of  full-grown  oaks  and  chesnuts,  dug  up  with  all 
their  roots  and  branches,  dragged  by  main  force 
for  several  hundred  yards,  and  then  reset  and 
crossed  so  that  no  human  strength  could  break 
through.  Breast-works,  at  convenient  distances  to 
defend  this  line  of  trees,  were  then  cast  up ;  and 
along  the  summits  of  the  mountain,  for  a  space  of 
nearly  three  miles  including  the  salient  points,  other 
stone  walls  were  built  six  feet  high  and  four  in 
thickness,  with  banquettes  ;  so  that  a  good  defence 
could  easily  have  been  made  against  the  attacks  of 
twenty  thousand  men. 

The  next  points  that  drew  Massena's  attention 
were  the  Monte  Agra^a  and  the  vale  of  the  Upper 
Zizandre,  where,  from  the  recent  period  at  which 
lord  Wellington  had  resolved  to  offer  battle  on 
the  first  line,  no  outworks  had  been  constructed ; 
neither  the  valley  of  Zibreira,  nor  the  hills  above 
Runa,  had  been  fortified.  Here  it  was  possible  to 
join  battle  on  more  equal  terms,  but  the  position 
of  the  allies  was  still  very  formidable ;  the  flanks 
and  rear  were  protected  by  great  forts,  a  powerful 
mass  of  troops  was  permanently  posted  there,  and 
six  battalions,  drawn  from  Hill's  corps  and  placed 
at  Bucellas,  could  in  a  very  short  time  have  come 
into  action. 

Beyond  Runa,  the  Baragueda  ridge  and  the  forts 
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of  Torres  Vedras  forbad  any  flank  movement,  and   ^^^^J 
the  French  general   therefore   disposed  his   army 


between  Villa  Franca  and  Sobral  so  as  to  menace  October. 
all  the  weak  points  in  his  front,  without  losing  the 
power  of  concentrating  in  a  few  hours.  The 
second  corps,  still  holding  the  hills  opposite  Alhan- 
dra,  was  extended  along  some  open  ground  as  far 
as  Aruda,  and  was  protected  there  by  cavalry.  The 
eighth  corps  holding  the  ridge  Clauzel  had  seized 
close  to  Sobral,  also  occupied  the  lower  spurs 
of  the  Baragueda,  and  lined  the  Zizandre  as  far  as 
Duas  Portas  on  the  road  to  Runa,  the  outposts  of 
each  army  being  there  nearly  in  contact.  The  sixth 
corps  was  not  brought  beyond  Otta. 

These  dispositions  were  not  made  without  fight- 
ing. The  French  attempted  to  dislodge  the  seventy- 
first  regiment  from  a  field-work  near  Sobral  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  ;  but  they  were  first  repulsed 
and  then  driven  from  their  own  retrenchments,  which 
were  held  until  evening,  and  only  evacuated  because 
the  whole  of  the  eighth  corps  was  advancing  for 
the  purpose  of  permanently  establishing  its  position. 
The  loss  of  the  allies  in  this  and  other  petty  afiairs 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  of  which  the 
greatest  part  fell  at  Sobral ;  that  of  the  enemy  was 
estimated  higher ;  but  the  English  general  Harvey 
was  wounded,  and  at  Villa  Franca  the  fire  of  the 
gun-boats  killed  the  French  general  St.  Croix,  a 
young  man  of  signal  ability  and  promise. 

The  war  was  now  reduced  to  a  species  of 
blockade.  Massena  only  sought  to  feed  his  army 
until  reinforcements  reached  it ;  lord  Wellington  en- 
deavoured to  starve  the  French  before  succour  could 
arrive.  The  former  spread  his  moveable  columns 
in   the  rear  to  seek  for  provisions,  and  commenced 
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BOOK  magazines  at  Santarem,  where  his  principal  dep&t 
was  established.  The  latter  drew  down  all  the 
October,  militia  and  ordenan^a  of  the  north  on  the  French 
rear,  putting  them  in  communication  with  the  gar* 
risen  of  Penich^  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  with 
the  militia  of  Lower  Beira.  Carlos  d'Espafia  also, 
crossing  the  Tagus,  acted  between  Gastello  Branoo 
and  Abrantes.  Thus  the  French  were  completely 
enclosed  without  any  weakening  of  the  regular 
army. 

Obidos,  surrounded  by  an  old  wall,  had  be^ 
early  put  in  a  state  of  defence  to  form  a  post  of 
communication  between  the  northern  militia  and 
Penich^,  but  the  Portuguese  govenunent  haTing 
neglected  to  fiimish  it  with  provisions  it  was  evacu* 
ted  when  Massena  first  came  down*  The  concen- 
trated position  of  the  French  permitted  it  to  be 
again  occupied  temporarily*  Major  Fenwick  en- 
tered it  with  three  hundred  northern  militia,  and 
being  supported  by  a  Spanish  battalion,  and  a  strong 
detachment  of  British  cavalry  sent  from  the  Lines 
to  Ramalhal,  hemmed  in  the  French  on  that  side. 
Meanwhile  a  moveable  column  under  colonel 
Waters  having  made  incursions  from  Torres  Vedras 
against  the  enemy *s  marauding  detachments,  cap- 
tured many  prisoners  and  part  of  a  large  convoy 
which  was  passing  the  Baragueda.  The  French  were 
thus  continually  harassed,  yet  their  detachments 
scoured  the  whole  country,  even  beyond  Leiria,  and 
obtained  provisions  in  considerable  quantities. 

During  this  partizan  warfare  the  main  body  of  the 
allies  remained  quiet,  to  the  surprise  of  many  persons; 
for  Massena's  right  was  very  much  exposed,  and 
lord  Wellington  had  four  British  divisions  besides 
Romana's  troops,    forming  altogether  a  mass  of 
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twenty-fi ve  thousand  men  close  round  Sobral.    Now  ^^j}^/ 
by  directing  the  reserve  of  six  battalions  from  Bu-    ^^^^ 
cellas  to  join  the  light  division  at  Aruda,  and  rein-  octobeV. 
forcing  them  with  the  cavalry,   the  English  general 
could  have  assembled  ten  thousand  men  at  that 
point    This  would  have  been  sufficient,   in  con- 
junction with  Hill's  troops,  to  menace  the  second 
corps  and  hold  it  in  check,  while  the  twenty-five 
thousand   pouring   at  daylight    from  the    Monte 
Agra^a,  from  the  valley  of  Zibreira,  and  from  the 
side  of  Runa,  enveloped  and  crushed  the  head  of  the 
eighth  oorps  before  the  sixth  could  come  up  from 
Otta.     But  war  is  a  curious  and  complicated  web ! 
The  Portuguese  government  was  a  more  dire  enemy 
to  the  English  gaieral  than  the  French,  and  scarcely 
could  he  maintain  even  a  defensive  attitude  against 
the  follies  and  intrigues  of  men,  who  have,  neverthe-  2St?tfie 
less,  been  praised  by   a  recent  writer,    for  their  ^J^^" 
*'  earnest  and  manly  co-operation,"  with  what  justice  ^f^l' 
and  knowledge  of  facts  shall  be  shewn  in  the  next 
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pen,H88. 


CHAPTER  IX, 

^x?!^  The  presence  of  the  enemy  in  the  heart  of  the 
"Tjjjj — country  embarrassed  the  finances.  The  Regency 
*octow.  applied  to  England  for  an  additional  subsidy,  and 
art'i  1^  Mr.  Stuart,  seeing  the  extreme  distress,  took  upon 
'  himself  to  direct  the  house  of  Sampayo  to  furnish 
provisions  to  the  troops  on  the  credit  of  the  first 
subsidy.  He  also  made  the  greatest  exertions  to 
feed  the  fugitive  inhabitants,  forty  thousand  of 
whom  arrived  before  the  13th  of  October,  and  others 
were  hourly  coming  in,  destitute  and  starving. 
Com  at  any  price  was  sought  for  in  all  countries, 
Ireland,  America,  and  Egypt,  and  one  thousand  toos 
of  government  shipping  were  lent  to  merchants  to 
fetch  grain  from  Algiers.  One  commission  of 
citizens  was  formed  to  facilitate  the  obtaining  cattle 
and  corn  from  the  northern  provinces ;  another  to 
regulate  the  transport  of  provisions  to  the  army,  and 
to  push  a  trade  with  Spain  through  the  Alemtejo; 
small  craft  were  sent  up  the  Tagus  to  carry  off  both 
the  inhabitants  and  their  stock,  from  the  islands  and 
from  the  left  bank;  and  post-vessels  were  esta- 
blished along  the  coast  to  Oporto.  Bullion  and 
jewels  were  put  on  board  the  men  of  war ;  a  pro- 
clamation was  issued,  calling  upon  the  people  to  be 
tranquil,  and  a  strong  police  was  established  to  en- 
force this  object ;  finally,  to  supply  the  deficiency 
of  tonnage  created  by  the  sending  off  the  transports 
in  search  of  corn,  an  embargo  was  laid  upon  the 
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CHAP. 
IX. 


port  of  Lisbon  :  this  was  strongly  protested  against 

by  the  Americans,  but  an  imperious  necessity  ruled.  "^{^ 

All  these  measures  were  vehemently  opposed  by  October, 
the  Patriarch   and  his  faction ;    and  that  nothing 
might  be  wanting  to  shew  how  entirely  the  fate  of 
the  Peninsula  depended  in  that  hour    upon  lord 
Wellington's  firmness,    the    fears  of    the  British 
cabinet,  which  had  been  increasing  as  the  crisis 
approached,   were    now  plainly   disclosed.     Their 
private  letters  contained   hints    at  variance  with 
their  public  despatches.      They  evidently  wished 
their  general  to  abandon  the  country,  yet  threw  the 
responsibility  entirely  upon  him.     They  thought 
him  rash,  but  it  was  they  who  were  unequal  to  the 
crisis ;  and  having  neither  the  manliness  to  resign 
with   modesty  nor  to   carry  on  the  contest  with 
vigour,  cast  their  base  policy  with  a  view  only  to 
their  own  escape  in  case  of  failure.     During  the 
retreat  from  Beira,  affairs  had  seemed  so  gloomy  to 
some  officers  of  rank,  that  their  correspondence  bore 
evidence  of  their  feelings ;  the  letters  of  general 
Spencer  and  general  Charles  Stewart  especially, 
appeared  so  desponding  to  lord  Liverpool,    that 
he  transmitted   them  to  lord  Wellington,  and  by 
earnestly  demanding  an  opinion  upon  their  con- 
tents showed  how  deeply  they  had  disturbed  his 
own  mind. 

Thus  beset  on  every  side,  the  English  general 
rose  like  a  giant.  Without  noticing  either  the 
arguments  or  the  forebodings  in  these  letters,  he 
took  a  calm  historical  review  of  the  circumstances 
which  had  induced  him  to  defend  Portugal,  and 
which  he  had  before  explained  to  the  very  minister 
he  was  addressing.     He  shewed  how,  up  to  that 
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^xi.^  period,  his  opinions  had  been  in  every  instance 
^— — justified  by  the  results,  and  h^ice  he  assumed  that 
October,  it  was  reasonable  to  confide  in  his  judgement  for 
the  future.  Then  tracing  out  the  probable  course 
of  coming  events,  he  discussed  both  his  own  and 
the  enemy's  designs,  and  with  such  sagacity  that 
the  subsequent  course  of  the  war  never  belied  hb 
anticipations.  This  remarkable  letter  exists,  and, 
were  all  other  records  of  lord  Wellington's  genius 
to  be  lost,  it  would  alone  suffice  to  vindicate  his 
great  reputation  to  posterity. 

Having  thus  with  conscious  superiority  replied 
to  his  own  government,  he,  with  a  fierceness  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  crisis,  turned  upon  the 
patriarch  and  his  coadjutors.  Reproaching  them 
for  their  unpatriotic,  foolish,  and  deceitful  conduct, 
Apmdix^  he  told  them  plainly  that  they  were  unfiuthful 
Section 4.  scrvauts  of  their  country  and  their  prince;  and  he 
threatened  to  withdraw  the  British  army  akogetker 
if  the  practices  of  which  he  complained  were  not 
amraded. 

*^  The  king  of  England  and  the  prince  regent  of 
Portugal  had,"  he  said,  '^  entrusted  him  with  the 
conduct  of  the  military  operations,  and  he  would 
not  suffer  any  person  to  interfere.  He  knew  what 
to  do,  and  he  would  not  alter  his  plans  to  meet  the 
senseless  suggestions  of  the  Regency.  Let  the  latter 
look  to  their  own  duties !  Let  them  provide  food 
for  the  army  and  the  people  and  keep  the  capital 
tranquil."  **  With  principal  Souza,"  he  said,  **  it  was 
not  possible  to  act,  and  if  that  person  continued  in 
power  the  country  would  be  lost.  Either  the  prin- 
cipal or  himself  must  quit  their  employment.  If  it 
was  to  be  himself,  he  would  take  care  the  world 
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should  know  the  reasons,  meanwhile  he  would  ad-  ^^' 
dress  the  prince  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Regency,    ^^^q    * 

"  He  had  hoped,"  he  resumed  in  another  letter,  o*^*®^'- 
"  that  the  Portuguese  government  was  satisfied  nS^v. '*' 
with  his  acts,  and  that  instead  of  seeking  to  render 
all  defence  useless  by  disturbing  the  minds  of  the 
populace  at  Lisbon,  they  would  have  adopted  mea- 
sures to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  capital. 
But  like  other  weak  individuals  they  added  dupli- 
city to  weakness,  and  their  past  expressions  of  ap- 
probation and  gratitude  he  supposed  were  intended 
to  convey  censure.  All  he  asked  from  them  was  to 
preserve  tranquillity,  to  provide  food  for  their  own 
troops  while  employed  in  the  Lines,  and  to  be  pre- 
pared, io  case  of  disaster,  to  save  those  persons  and 
their  families  who  were  obnoxious  to  the  enany/' 
"  I  have/'  he  said,  ^^  little  doubt  of  final  success, 
but  /  have  fought  a  sufficient  number  of  battles  to 
kfunt>,  that  the  remit  of  any  is  not  certain  even  with 
the  best  arrangements" 

These  reproaches  were  neither  too  severe  nor  ill- 
timed,  fof  the  war  had  been  hanging  in  even  ba- 
lance, and  the  weight  of  interested  folly  thus  thrown 
in  by  the  Regency  was  beginning  to  sink  the  scale. 
Yet  to  shew  the  justice  of  lord  Wellington's  com- 
plamts,  it  is  necessary  to  resume  the  thread  of  those 
intrigues  which  have  been  before  touched  upon. 
Instead  -  of  performing  their  own  duties,  the  go-  Appendix, 
vemment  assumed  that  the  struggle  could  be  main-  secu  s. 
tained  on  the  frontier ;  and  when  they  should  have 
been  r^noving  the  people  and  the  provisions  from 
the  line  of  retreat,  they  were  discussing  the  expe- 
diency of  military  operations  which  were  quite  im- 
practicable. When  convinced  of  their  error  by 
facts,  they  threw  the  burthen  of  driving  the  coun- 
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^'^   try  upon  the  general ;  yet  they  knew  that  he  was 

~'^~~  ignorant  even  of  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of 

octobet.  the  officers  and  magistrates  who  were  to  execute  it, 

and  that  there  was  but  one  Portuguese  agent  at 

head-quarters  to  give  assistance  in  translating  the 

necessary  orders. 

When  this  was  remarked  to  them,  they  issued 
the  orders  themselves.  But  they  made  the  execu- 
tion referable  to  the  general,  without  his  know- 
ledge, and  well  knowing  he  had  no  means  of  com- 
municating with  the  country  people :  and  this  at 
the  very  moment  of  the  enemy's  advance.  The 
battle  of  Busaco,  by  delaying  the  French  army, 
had  alone  enabled  the  orders  even  to  reach  the 
persons  to  whom  they  were  addressed;  but  the 
object  of  the  Regency  was  to  nourish  and  soothe 
the  national  indolence,  and  throw  the  odium  of 
harsh  and  rigorous  measures  upon  the  British  au- 
thorities. Lord  Wellington,  while  he  reproached 
them  for  this  conduct,  never  shrunk  from  this 
odium.  He  avowed  in  his  proclamations  that  he 
was  the  author  of  the  plan  for  wasting  the  country, 
and  he  was  willing  the  Regency  should  shelter 
themselves  under  his  name ;  but  he  was  not  willing 
to  lose  the  fruit  of  his  responsibility,  nor  content 
that  men  whose  courage  did  shrink  from  the  trial, 
should  seek  popularity  with  the  populace  at  the 
expense  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

After  the  disputes  which  followed  the  fall  of 
Almeida,  the  English  government,  convinced  that  a 
more  secure  and  powerful  grasp  must  be  taken  of 
Portugal,  permitted  their  envoy  Mr.  Stuart  to  have 
a  seat  in  the  Regency ;  and  influenced  by  lord  Wel- 
lington, they  insisted  that  the  subsidy  should  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  British  instead  of 
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the  native  authorities.  Lord  Wellesley,  who  was  ^"xf' 
ashamed  of  his  colleagues,  also  gave  assurance,  ~[Jj;57" 
that  if  the  army  was  forced  to  quit  Lisbon,  the  Por-  o«o»>ei, 
tuguese  troops  should  be  carried  to  Oporto  and  the 
war  recommenced  in  that  quarter ;  but  Mr.  Stuart 
prudently  reserved  this  information  until  the  neces- 
sity should  arrive,  well  knowing  that  the  Patriarch 
and  Souza,  who  had  already  proposed  to  go  there 
themselves,  would  eagerly  seize  the  occasion  to 
urge  the  evacuation  of  Lisbon.  The  2d  of  October 
Mr.  Stuart  took  his  seat  as  one  of  the  regents,  and 
in  concert  with  doctor  Nogueira,  the  Conde  de 
Redondo,  and  the  marquis  Olhao,  the  first  de- 
cidedly adverse  to  the  Souzas  and  the  other  two 
moderate  in  their  conduct,  proceeded  to  control  the 
intrigues  and  violence  of  the  Patriarch  and  the 
Principal.  And  it  was  full  time.  For  both  were 
formally  protesting  against  the  destruction  of  the 
mills  in  Beira,  and  vigorously  opposing  every  mea- 
sure proposed  by  lord  Wellington. 

They  were  deeply  offended  by  the  suppression  of 
the  Lusitanian  legion,  which  about  this  time  was  in- 
corporated with  the  regular  forces ;  they  had  openly 
declared  the  Portuguese  troops  should  not  retreat 
from  the  frontiers,  and  if  the  enemy  forced  the 
British  to  embark,  not  a  native,  whether  soldier  or 
citizen,  should,  they  said,  go  with  it.  When  the  al- 
lies, notwithstanding  this,  fell  back  to  the  Lines,  the 
Principal  Souza  proposed  that  the  Regency  should 
fly  to  the  Algarves,  and  when  this  was  indignantly 
opposed  by  Mr.  Stuart,  he  threatened  to  quit 
the  government.  The  dispute  was  then  referred  to 
lord  Wellington,  and  on  the  6th  of  October  drew 
from  him  those  severe  expressions  of  which  an  ab- 
stract has  been  given  above. 
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'^^^K       When  the  army  approached  the  lines,  Souza  pro- 
— — —  posed  that  the  Portuguese  troops  should  remain 
octoiN^.  outside  while  the  British  took  shelter  within!  a 
notion  so  preposterous  as  almost  to  justify  mar- 
shal  Beresford  s   observation,    that  he  knew   not 
whether  the  proposer  were    more  fool,   rc^e,  or 
madman.     But  nothing  checked  the  restless  Prin- 
cipal.   He  pursued  his  designs  with  the  greatest 
activity,    and    in    conjunction   with  his   brothers 
and  the  Patriarch,  established  a  r^^ular  and  sys- 
tematic   opposition  to  lord  Wellington's  plans  of 
defence.     Factious  in  council,  they  were  also  cla- 
morous out  of  doors,   where  many  echoed  their 
sentiments  from  anger  at    some   wanton   ravages, 
which  in  despite  of  the  general's  utmost  efforts  had 
marked  the   retreat.     They  courted  the  mob  of 
Lisbon  servilely  and  grossly;    and  the  Principal 
having  got  the  superintendence  of  the  succours  for 
the  fugitive  population,  became  the  avowed  patron 
of  all  persons  preferring  complaints.    He  took  pains 
to  stimulate  and  exasperate  the  public  griefs>  and 
to  exaggerate  the  causes  of  them,  frequently  hinting 
that  the   Portuguese  people  and  not  the  British 
army  had  formerly  driven  out  the  French.  All  these 
calumnies  were  echoed  by  the  numerous  friends  and 
partisans  of  the  caballers,  and  by  the  fidalgos  who 
endeavoured  to  spread  discontent  as  widely  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  they  were  so  successful  that  the  sUghtest 
encouragement  from  the  Brazils  would  at  this  time 
have  formed  a  national  party  openly  opposed  to  the 
conduct  of  the  war. 

To  obtain  this  encouragement,  Raymundo,  the 
old  tool  of  the  party  in  the  Oporto  violences,  was 
sent  to  the  court  of  Rio  Janeiro  to  excite  the  prince 
regent  against  lord  Wellington ;  and  the  Patriarch 
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himself  wrote  to  the  prince  of  Wales  and  to  the  ^^^f- 
duke  of  Sussex,   thinking  to    incense  them  also    ^^^  ■ 
against  the  English  general.     But  the  extent  and  Octobi. 
nature    of  the  intrigues  may  be    estimated  from 
revelations,  made  at  the  time  by  baron  Eben  and  by 
the  editor  of  a  Lisbon  newspaper  called  the  Bra- 
ziliense. 

Those  persons,  abandoning  their  faction,  asserted 
that  the  Patriarch,  the  Souzas,  and  while  he  re- 
mained in  Portugal  the  ex-plenipotentiary  Mr. 
Villiers,  being  personally  inimical  to  lord  Welling- 
ton, Beresford,  and  Forjas,  were  seeking  to  re- 
move them  from  their  situations,  and  get  the  duke 
of  Brunswick  appointed  generalissimo  in  place  of 
Beresford.  This  part  of  the  project  was  very  natu- 
rally aided  by  the  princess  of  Wales ;  and  the  ca- 
ballers  in  London  had  also  sounded  the  duke  of 
Sussex,  but  he  repulsed  them  at  the  outset.  Part 
of  their  plan  was  to  engage  a  newspaper  to  be  their 
organ  in  London,  as  the  Braziliense  was  in  Lisbon  ; 
and  in  their  correspondence  they  called  lord  Wel- 
lington Alberoni,  lord  Wellesley  Lama,  Beresford 
Ferugeniy  Mr.  Stuart  Labre,  the  Patriarch  Saxe, 
Antonio  Souza  Lambertiy  colonel  Bunbury  and  Mr. 
Peel,  the  under-secretaries  of  state,  TTiin  and  By- 
thin,  sir  Robert  Wilson  De  Camp,  lord  Liverpool 
Husband,  Mr.  Villiers  Fatut,  Mr.  Casamajor  Par- 
vhm,  and  so  on  of  many  others.  After  Mr.  Vil- 
liers* departure  the  intrigue  was  continued  by  the 
Patriarch  and  the  Souzas,  but  upon  a  different 
plan.  For  overborne  by  Mr.  Stuart's  vigour  in  the 
council  they  agreed  to  refrain  from  openly  opposing 
either  him  or  Forfas,  but  resolved  to  write  down 
what  either  might  utter,  and  transmit  that  which 
suited  their  purpose  to  the  Conde  de  Linhares  and 
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^^^  the  chevalier  Souza,  who  undertook  to  present, 


after  their  own  fashion,  the  information  so  received 
October,  to  the  cabinets  of  St.  James'  and  Rio  Janeiro. 

Mr.  Stuart  having  thus  obtained  their  secret  was 
resolute  to  suppress  their  intrigues.  Yet  he  first 
endeavoured  to  put  them  from  their  mischievous 
designs,  by  the  humourous  expedient  of  writing  a 
letter  to  Domingo  Souza  in  his  own  cypher,  warning 
him  and  his  coadjutors  not  to  proceed  as  their  party 
was  insecure,  and  because  Mr.  Stuart,  lord  Wellii^- 
ton,  Beresford,  and  Forjas,  being  united  and  re- 
solved to  crush  all  opposition,  might  be  made 
friends  but  would  prove  dangerous  enemies  !  This 
had  apparently  some  effect  at  first,  yet  Principal 
Souza  would  not  take  any  hint,  and  the  violent 
temper  of  the  Patriarch  soon  broke  forth  again.  He 
made  open  display  of  his  hostility  to  the  English 
general ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  while 
thus  thwarting  every  measure  necessary  to  resist  the 
enemy,  his  faction  did  not  hesitate  to  exercise  the 
most  odious  injustice  and  cruelty  against  those  whom 
they  denominated  well-wishers  to  the  French,  pro- 
vided they  were  not  of  the  Fidalgo  faction.  By  a 
decree  of  the  prince  regent's,  dated  the  20th  of 
March,  1809,  private  denunciations  in  cases  of  dis- 
affection were  permitted,  the  informer's  name  to  be 
kept  secret.  In  September,  1810,  this  infamous 
system,  although  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr. 
Stuart,  was  acted  upon ;  many  persons  were  sud- 
denly sent  to  the  islands  and  others  thrown  into 
dungeons.  Some  might  have  been  guilty,  and  the 
government  pretended  that  a  traitorous  correspon- 
dence with  the  enemy  was  carried  on  through  a 
London  house  which  they  indicated ;  yet  it  does 
not  appear  that  a  direct  crime  was  brought  home  to 
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any^  and  it  is  certain  that  many  innocent  persons   ^"xf* 
were  oppressed.  ■' 

All  these  things  proved  that  vigorous  measures  October. 
were  necessary  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  the  general 
cause,  and  lord  Wellesley  dealt  so  with  the  Brazi- 
lian court,  that  every  intrigue  there  was  crushed 
for  a  time,  lord  Wellington's  power  in  Portugal  con- 
firmed, and  his  proceedings  approved  of.  Autho- 
rity was  also  given  him  to  dismiss  or  to  retain 
Antonio  Souza,  and  even  to  remove  lord  Strangford, 
the  British  envoy  at  Rio  Janeiro,  who  had  been  the 
contriver  of  the  obnoxious  change  in  the  members 
of  the  Regency,  and  whose  proceedings  generally 
were  in  unison  with  the  malcontents  and  mischie- 
vously opposed  to  lord  Wellington's  and  Mr.  Stuart's 
policy  in  Portugal.  The  subsidies  were  placed 
under  lord  Wellington's  and  Mr.  Stuart's  control, 
and  admiral  Berkeley  was  appointed  to  a  seat  in 
the  Regency ;  in  fine,  Portugal  was  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  a  vassal  state ;  a  policy  which  could 
never  have  been  attempted,  however  necessary,  if 
the  people  at  large  had  not  been  willing  to  acqui- 
esce. But  firm  in  their  attachment  to  independence 
and  abhorring  the  invaders,  they  submitted  cheer- 
fully to  this  temporary  assumption  of  commq,nd, 
and  fully  justified  the  sagacity  of  the  man,  who 
thus  dared  to  grasp  at  the  whole  power  of  Portugal 
with  one  hand,  while  he  kept  the  power  of  France  at 
bay  with  the  other.  These  remedies  for  the  disor- 
ders above  related  were  however  not  perfected  for  a 
long  time,  nor  until  after  a  most  alarming  crisis  of 
affairs  had  been  brought  on  by  the  conduct  of  the 
Lisbon  cabal,  of  which  notice  shall  be  taken  here- 
after. While  the  army  was  in  the  Lines  the  evils 
were  in  full  activity. 

2b2 
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^yS^       The  strength  of  the  allies'  entrenchments  defying 
— — — a  front  attack,    rendered  it  likely  that  Massena 
October,  would   finally    operate   by    the  left  bank  of  the 
Tagus.     This  was  to  be  dreaded.     He  could  in  the 
Alemtejo  more  easily  subsist,  more  effectually  ope- 
rate   to  the   injury  of  Lisbon,  and  more  securely 
retreat  upon  his  own  resources.     Lord  Wellington 
had    therefore    repeatedly   urged  the  Regency  to 
make  the   inhabitants   carry   off  their  herds  and 
grain  from  that  side,  and  from  the  numerous  is- 
lands in  the  river,  and  above  all  things  to  destroy 
or  remove  every  boat.    To  effect  these  objects  a 
commission  had  been  appointed,  but  so  many  delays 
and  obstacles  were  interposed  by  the  Patriarch  and 
his  coadjutors,  that  the  commissioners  did  not  leave 
Lisbon  until  the  enemy  was  close  upon  the  river, 
both  banks  being  then  still  stocked  with  cattle  and 
com,  and  what  was  worse,  forty  large  boats  lying 
on  the  right  side.     The  French  were  therefore  ena- 
bled to  enter  the  alluvial  islands  in  the  river  called 
the  Lizirias,  where  they  obtained  abundance  of  pro- 
visions ;  and  while  the  Regency  thus  provided  for 
the  enemy,  they  left  the  fortresses  of  Palmella,  St. 
Felippe  de  Setuval,  and  Abrantes,  with  empty  ma- 
gazines. 

Lord  Wellington,  thinking  the  ordenan^a  on  the 
left  bank,  of  whom  five  hundred  were  contrary 
to  his  wishes  armed  with  English  muskets  and  fiir- 
nished  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  repel  any  plundering  parties  attempting  to 
cross  the  Tagus,  was  unwilling  to  spare  men  from 
the  Lines :  he  wanted  numbers  there,  and  he  also 
judged  that  the  ordenan^a  would  if  once  assisted 
by  a  regular  force  leave  the  war  to  their  allies. 
Meanwhile  Antonio  Souza  was  continually  urging 
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the  planting  of  ambuscades  and  other  like  frivoli-  c^||*- 
ties  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Tagus,  and  as  his  — — — 
opinions  were  spread  abroad  by  his  party,  the  go-  octobir, 
vemor  of  Setuval  adopting  the  idea  suddenly  ad- 
vanced with  his  garrison  to  Salvatierra  on  the  river 
side.  This  ridiculous  movement  did  not  fail  to 
attract  the  enemy  s  attention,  and  lord  Wellington 
fearing  the  French  would  pass  over  a  detach- 
ment to  disperse  the  Portuguese  troops  and  seize 
Setuval  before  it  could  be  succoured,  perempto- 
rily ordered  the  governor  to  return  to  that  for- 
tress; but  his  retrograde  movement  immediately 
caused  the  dispersion  of  the  ordenan^a  and  con- 
sternation reigned  in  the  Alemtejo.  The  supply 
of  grain  coming  from  Spain  was  stopped,  the  chain 
of  communications  broken,  the  alarm  spread  to 
Lisbon,  and  there  was  no  remedy  but  to  send 
general  Fane,  with  some  guns  and  Portuguese  ca- 
valry, which  could  be  ill  spared  from  the  Lines,  to 
that  side.  Fane  destroyed  all  the  boats  he  could 
find,  hastened  the  removal  of  provisions,  and  kept  a 
strict  watch  upon  the  enemy's  movements  as  high 
as  the  mouth  of  the  Zezere. 

Other  embarrassments  were  however  continually 
arising.  The  prisoners  in  Lisbon  had  accumulated 
so  as  to  become  a  serious  inconvenience ;  for  the 
Admiralty,  pretending  to  be  alarmed  at  a  fever  ge- 
nerated by  the  infamous  treatment  the  prisoners  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  the  Portuguese  government, 
refused  permission  to  have  them  transported  to 
England  in  vessels  of  war,  and  no  other  ships  could 
be  had.  Thus  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the  good 
of  the  service,  were  alike  disregarded,  for  had  then, 
been  real  danger  lord  Wellington  would  not  have 
continually  urged  the  measure.     About  this  time 
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^^^  also,  admiral  Berkeley  admitted  that  his  elaborate 
-"jjjj —  report^  which,  made  the  year  before,  stated  that  the 
enemy,  even  though  he  should  seize  the  heights  of 
Almada  could  not  injure  the  fleet  in  the  river,  was 
erroneous  :  hence  the  engineers  were  directed  to 
construct  lines  on  that  side  also  but  it  was  in  the 
eleventh  hour. 

Another  formidable  evil,  arising  from  the  conduct 
of  the  Regency,  was  the  state  of  the  Portuguese 
AjpptnAiT,  army.  The  troops  were  so  ill  supplied  that  more 
seeti<»7.  than  once  they  would  have  disbanded,  had  they 
not  been  succoured  from  the  British  magazines. 
Ten  thousand  soldiers  of  the  line  deserted  between 
April  and  December,  and  of  the  militia  two-thirds 
were  absent  from  their  colours ;  for  as  no  remon- 
strance could  induce  the  Regency  to  put  the  laws 
in  force  against  delinquents,  that  which  was  at  first 
the  effect  of  want  became  a  habit ;  so  that  even 
when  regularly  fed  from  the  British  stores  within 
the  Lines  the  desertion  was  alarmingly  great. 

Notwithstanding  the  mischiefs  thus  daily  growii^ 
up,  neither  the  Patriarch  nor  the  Principal  ceased 
their  opposition.  The  order  to  fortify  the  heights 
of  Almada  caused  a  violent  altercation  in  the  Re- 
gency, lord  Wellington  complained  of  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  Prince  Regent,  which  produced  such  a 
paroxysm  of  rage  in  the  Patriarch,  that  he  per- 
sonally insulted  Mr.  Stuart,  and  vented  his  passion 
in  the  most  indecent  language  against  the  general. 
Soon  after  this,  the  deplorable  state  of  the  finances 
obliged  the  government  to  resort  to  the  dangerous 
expedient  of  requisitions  in  kind  for  the  feeding  of 
the  troops  :  and  in  that  critical  moment  the  Patri- 
arch, whose  influence  was  from  various  causes  very 
great,  took  occasion  to  declare  that  "  he  would  not 
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CHAP. 
IX. 

""l8l0. 


suffer  burthens  to  be  laid  upon  the  people  which  were 
evidently  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  nourish  the ' 
war  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom.'*  Appendix, 

But  it  was  his  and  his  coadjutors'  crimioal  con- section  lo. 
duct  that  really  nourished  the  war,  for  there  were 
ample  means  to  have  carried  off  in  time  ten  times  the 
quantity  of  provisions  left  for  the  enemy.  Massena 
could  not  then  have  remained  a  week  before  the 
Lines,  and  his  retreat  would  have  been  attended 
with  famine  and  disaster  if  the  measures  previously 
agreed  to  by  the  Regency  had  been  duly  executed* 
But  now,  the  country  about  Thomar,  Torres  Novas, 
GoUegao,  and  Santarem  was  absolutely  untouched, 
the  inhabitants  remained,  the  mills  but  little  in- 
jured were  quickly  repaired,  and  lord  Wellington 
had  the  deep  mortification  to  find  his  well-consi- 
dered design  frustrated  by  the  very  persons  from 
whom  he  had  a  right  to  expect  the  most  zealous 
support.  There  was  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  prince  of  Esling  would  be  enabled  to  maintain 
his  positions  until  an  overwhelming  force  should 
arrive  from  Spain  to  aid  him.  "  It  is  heart-break-  Appendix, 
ing,"  exclaimed  the  British  general,  ^^  It  is  heart- ^^^^' 
breaking  to  cmtemplate  the  chance  of  failure  from 
such  obstinacy  and  folly'' 
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CHAPTER  X. 

^u!^       The  increasing  strength  of  the  works,  and  the 
I3JQ     report  of  British  deserters,  unhappily  very  nume- 

October,  rous  at  this  period,  soon  convinced  Massena  that  it 
was  impracticable  to  force  the  lines  without  great 
reinforcements.  His  army  suffered  from  sickness, 
from  the  irregular  forces  in  his  rear,  and  from  the 
vengeance  of  individuals  driven  to  despair  by 
the  excesses  which  the  licentious  French  soldiers 
too  often  committed  in  their  foraging  courses.  Ne- 
vertheless, with  a  pertinacity  only  to  be  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  have  long  made  war,  the 
French  general  maintained  his  former  position 
until  the  country  for  many  leagues  behind  him  was 
a  desert ;  then  reluctantly  yielding  to  necessity,  he 
sought  for  a  fresh  camp,  in  which  to  make  head 
against  the  allies  while  his  foragers  searched  more 
distant  countries  for  food. 

Early  in  October,  artillery  officers  had  been  di- 
rected to  collect  boats  for  crossing  both  the  Tagus 
and  the  Zezere.  Montbrun's  cavalry,  stretching 
along  the  right  bank  of  the  former,  gathered  pro- 
visions and  stored  them  at  Santarem;  and  both 
there  and  at  Barquina,  a  creek  in  the  Tagus  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Zezere,  rafts  were  formed  and  boats 
constructed  with  wheels  to  move  from  one  place  to 
another,  but  the  extreme  paucity  of  materials  and 
tools  made  the  progress  slow.  Meanwhile  Fane 
reinforced  with  some  infantry  watched  closely  from 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  377 

the  left  bank,  Carlos  d'Espanacame  down  from  Cas-  c?^^- 
tello  Branco  to  Abrantes ;  Trant  acted  sharply  on 


the  side  of  Ourem;  Wilsons  Portuguese  militia  octobw. 
mfested  the  country  from  Espinhal  to  the  Zezere 
and  Loison's  division  was  detached  towards  Thomar 
to  hold  him  in  check. 

Towards  the  end  of  October,  all  the  hospitals, 
stores,  and  other  incumbrances  of  the  French  army 
were  removed  to  Santarem ;  and  on  the  31st,  two 
thousand  men  forded  the  Zezere  above  Punhete  to 
cover  the  construction  of  a  bridge*  From  this  body 
four  hundred  infantry  and  two  hundred  dragoons 
were  led  by  general  Foy,  against  Abrantes,  and  after 
skirmishing  with  the  garrison  they  made  towards  So* 
breira  Formosa,  whereupon  the  allies'  bridge  at  Villa 
Velha  v^as  foolishly  burnt  But  Foy  immediately 
pushed  for  Pena  Macor  with  a  smaller  escort,  and 
the  8th  he  gained  Ciudad  Rodrigo  on  his  way  to 
France,  having  undertaken  to  carry  information  of 
the  state  of  affairs  to  Napoleon,  a  task  which  he 
performed  with  singular  rapidity  courage  and  ad« 
dress.  The  remainder  of  his  escort  retired  down 
the  Zezere  and  being  attacked  by  Wilson  suffered 
some  loss. 

The  bridge  on  the  Zezere  was  destroyed  by  floods, 
the  6th  of  November,  but  the  enemy  having  now 
entrenched  the  height  over  Punhete  restored  it,  and 
cast  a  second  at  Martinchel  higher  up  the  river. 
Massena  then  commenced  his  retrograde  march 
with  great  circumspection,  because  his  position  was 
overlooked  from  the  Monte  Agra^a,  and  the  defile 
of  Alemquer  being  in  the  rear  of  the  eighth  corps, 
it  was  an  operation  of  some  danger  to  withdraw 
from  before  the  Lines.  To  cover  the  movement 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  Partizans  in  the  rear, 
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^S?.^   Montbnin's  cavalry  inarched  upon  Leiria,  and  his 
-  detachments  scoured  the  roads  to  Pombal  on  the 


i8ia 

Nov.    one  side,   and  towards  the  Zezere  on   the  other. 

Meanwhile  the  sixth  corps  marched  from  Otta  and 

Alemquer  to  Thomar,  and  Loison  removed  to  Gole- 

gao  with  his  division,  which  had  been  reinforced 

with  a  brigade  of  dragoons. 

These  dispositions  being  made,  general  Clause! 
withdrew  from  Sobral  during  the  night  of  the  14th, 
and  the  whole  of  the  eighth  corps  passed  the  defile 
in  the  morning  of  the  15th ;  the  march  being  pro- 
tected  by  some  cavalry  left  in  front  of  Aruda,  and 
by  a  strong  rear-guard  on  the  height  covering  Alem- 
quer. The  second  corps  then  fell  back  towards 
Santarem  by  the  royal  causeway,  while  the  eighth 
continued  its  march  by  Alcoentre  upon  Alcanhede 
and  Torres  Novas. 

These  movements  were  not  interrupted  by  lord 
Wellington.  The  morning  of  the  1 6th  proved  foggy, 
and  it  was  some  hours  sdRter  day-break  ere  he  per- 
ceived the  void  space  in  his  front  which  disclosed 
the  ability  of  the  French  general's  operations.  Fane 
had  reported  on  the  1 4th  that  boats  were  collecting 
at  Santarem,  and  information  arrived  at  the  same 
time  that  reinforcements  for  M assena  were  on  the 
march  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  but  the  enemy's  inten- 
tion was  not  clearly  developed.  It  might  be  a 
retreat  to  Spain;  it  might  be  to  pass  round  the 
MontQ  Junta,  and  so  push  the  head  of  his  army  on 
Torres  Vedras  while  the  allies  were  following  the 
rear.  Lord  Wellington,  therefore,  kept  the  principal 
part  of  the  army  stationary,  but  directed  the  second 
and  light  divisions  to  follow  the  enemy,  the  former 
along  the  causeway  to  Villa  Franca,  the  latter  to 
Alemquer :  at  the  same  time  he  called  up  his  cavalry, 
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and  requested  admiral  Berkeley  to  send  all  the  boats  ,^^^^' 

of  the  fleet  up  the  Tagus,  to  enable  the  allies  to — 

pass  rapidly  to  the  other  bank  if  necessary.  Nor! 

Early  on  the  16th,  the  French  were  tracked, 
marching  in  two  columns  upon  Rio  Mayor  and  San- 
tarem.  Having  passed  Alcoentre,  it  was  clear  they 
had  no  views  on  Torres  Vedras ;  but  whether  to 
cross  the  Zezere  by  the  bridges  at  Punhete  and  Mar- 
tinchel  in  retreat  or  to  make  for  the  Mondego,  was 
still  uncertain.  In  either  case,  it  was  important  to 
strike  a  blow  at  the  rear  before  the  reinforcements 
and  the  convoy,  said  to  be  on  the  road  from  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  could  be  joined  with.  The  first  division 
was  immediately  brought  up  to  Alemquer,  the  fifth 
entered  Sobral,  the  light  division  and  cavalry 
marched  in  pursuit.  Four  hundred  prisoners,  prin- 
cipally marauders,  were  soon  picked  up,  and  a  re- 
markable exploit  was  performed  by  one  Baxter,  a 
Serjeant  of  the  sixteenth  dragoons.     Having  only  Private 

/.  'ii'i  -i-i-i  Journal  of 

five  troopers  with  him  be  came  suddenly  upon  a  the  Hon. 
piquet  of  fifty  men  who  were  cooking,  they  run  somer* 
to  their   arms,   fired,  and  killed    one  of  the  dra*  DragcHme. 
goons,  yet  Baxter  broke  in  amongst  them  and  with 
the  assistance  of  some  countrymen  made  forty-two 
captives. 

The  17th,  the  eighth  corps  marched  upon  Alcan- 
hede  and  Femes,  and  the  head  of  the  second  corps 
reached  Santarem.  General  Fane,  deceived  by 
some  false  movements,  now  reported  that  the. whole 
army  was  in  full  retreat,  and  the  troops  at  Santarem 
a  rear-guard ;  and  as  this  information  seemed  to 
be  confirmed  by  the  state  of  the  immense  plains 
skirting  the  Tagus,  which  were  left  covered  with 
straw-ricks,  it  was  concluded  that  Massena  intended 
to  pass  the  Zezere,  over  which  it  was  known  that 
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'xi.^  he  had  cast  a  second  bridge.  Hill  immediately 
passed   the  Tagus  with  the  second  division  and 

Nor.  thirteenth  dragoons,  being  directed  to  succour 
AbranteSy  or  to  head  the  march  of  the  French 
according  to  circumstances.  Meanwhile,  the  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth  divisions  were  directed  upon  Alem* 
quer,  the  first  division  and  Pack's  brigades  upon 
Cartaxo,  the  light  division  upon  the  village  of  EI 
Valle  on  the  Rio  Mayor.  Here  there  was  a  con- 
siderable rear-guard  left  by  the  French,  and  ge- 
neral Crawford  forgetting  die  lesson  on  the  Coa, 
would  have  provoked  an  unequal  engagement  but 
for  the  opportune  arrival  of  the  commander»in-chief : 
in  the  evening  the  French  joined  the  main  body  at 
Santarem. 

Hitherto  lord  Wellington,  looking  to  his  Lines 
with  a  jealous  eye,  had  acted  very  cautiously.  On 
the  15th  and  16th,  while  the  French  were  still 
hampered  by  the  defiles,  his  pursuit  was  even  slack, 
although  it  would  in  no  degree  have  risked  the  safe^ 
of  the  Lines  or  of  the  pursuing  troops  to  have  pushed 
the  first,  second,  and  light  divisions  and  Pack's 
brigade  vigorously  against  the  enemy's  rear.  On 
the  18th  however,  when  Hill  had  passed  the  Tagos 
at  Villada,  and  Fane  was  opposite  to  Abrantes,  the 
English  general,  whether  deceived  by  false  re- 
ports, or  elated  at  a  retrograde  movement,  evincing 
his  own  superior  sagacity,  prepared  with  a  small 
force  to  assail  at  Santarem  what  he  thought  to  be 
only  the  rear-g^ard  of  an  army  in  full  retreat  But 
the  French  general  had  no  intention  of  falling  back 
any  farther,  his  great  qualities  were  roused  by  the 
difficulty  of  his  situation,  he  had  carried  off  his  army 
with  good  skill,  and  his  new  position  was  chosen 
with  equal  sagacity  and  resolution. 
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Santarem  is  situated  on  a  mountain,  rising  almost  ^^/* 
precipitously  from  the  Tagus  and  extending  about  —     ■ — 
three  miles  inland.  A  secondary  range  of  hills  formed  ;  »»▼• 
an  outwork  in  front,   covered  by  the  Rio  Mayor, 
which  is  composed  of  two  streams,  running  side  by 
side  until  within  a  mile  of  the  Tagus,  but  then 
uniting  to  flow  in  a  direction  parallel  with  that  river 
for  many  miles,  and  through  an  immense  alluvial 
flat,  called  the  plain  of  Santarem.     Advancing  from 
the  Lines,  the  allies  had  ascended  the  right  of  the 
Rio  Mayor  as  far  as  the  Ponte  Seca,  a  raised  cause- 
way eight  hundred  yards  long,  which  bridged  the 
river  and  led  directly  to  the  French  position.     On 
the   allies'  right  a  sedgy  marsh,   not  impassable 
though  difficult  from  water-cuts,  covered  the  enemy's 
line  down  to  the  Tagus.  On  the  left  hand,  the  double 
stream  of  the  Rio  Mayor  overflowing  presented  a 
vast  impassable  swamp  covering  the  French  right. 
The  causeway  was  therefore  the  only  practicable 
line  of  approach,  but  it  was  narrow  and  barred  at 
the  enemy's  end  by  an  abattis  and  a  gentle  emi- 
nence from  the  summit  of  which  a  battery  looked 
down  the  whole  length.     But  to  force  this  dan- 
gerous passage  was  only  a  preliminary  step.     The 
secondary  range  of  hills  was  then  to  be  carried  be- 
fore the  great  height  of  Santarem  could  be  reached, 
and  finally,  the  town  with  its  old  walls  offered  a 
fourth  point  of  resistance. 

In  this  formidable  position,  the  second  corps 
covered  the  rich  plain  of  Golegao,  which  was  occu- 
pied by  Loison's  division  of  the  sixth  corps,  he  being 
placed  there  to  watch  the  Tagus  and  keep  up  the 
chain  of  communication  with  Punhete.  On  Rey- 
nier's  right,  in  a  rugged  country  which  separates 
Santarem  from  the  Monte  Junta  and  the  Sierra  de 
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^xi.*  Alcoberte,  the  eighth  corps  was  posted ;  not  in  a 
—— — continuous  line  with  the  second,  but  having  the 
Kon  right  pushed  forward  to  Alcanhete,  the  centre  at 
Femes,  and  the  left  thrown  back  to  Torres  Novas, 
where  Massena's  head-quarters  were  fixed.  On  the 
right  of  Alcanhete  the  cavalry  were  disposed,  as  far 
as  Leiria,  and  the  sixth  corps  was  at  Thomar  in  re- 
serve, having  previously  forced  Wilson's  militia  to 
retire  from  the  Zezere  upon  EspinhaL   * 

Massenathus  enclosed  an  immense  tract  of  fertile 
country ;  the  plain  of  Golegao  supplied  him  with 
maize  and  vegetables ;  the  Sierra  de  Alcoberte 
with  cattle ;  he  presented  a  formidable  head  to  the 
allies  at  Santarem ;  commanded  the  road  through 
Leiria  to  Coimbra  with  the  eighth  corps  and  the 
cavalry;  that  through  Thomar  and  Ourem  to  Coim- 
bra with  the  sixth  corps ;  and  by  help  of  his  bridges 
over  the  Zezere,  had  opened  two  new  lines  of  retreat 
towards  the  Spanish  frontier,  one  through  Castello 
Branco,  the  other  by  the  Estrada  Nova  to  Belmonte. 
He  also  preserved  the  power  of  resuming  offensive 
operations,  whether  by  a  passage  of  the  Tagus  on 
his  left,  or  by  turning  the  Monte  Junta  on  his  right 
Thus  paralyzing  the  allied  army,  he  appeared,  even 
in  retreating,  to  act  on  the  offensive. 

His  first  dispositions  were  however  faulty  in  de- 
tail. Between  Santarem  and  the  nearest  division 
of  the  eighth  corps  there  was  a  distance  of  ten  or 
twelve  miles,  where  the  British  general  might  pene- 
trate to  turn  the  right  of  the  second  corps,  and  cut 
it  off  from  the  rest  of  the  army.  Reynier  fearing 
such  an  attempt  hurried  off  his  baggage  and  hos- 
pitals to  Golegao,  dispatched  a  regiment  up  the 
Rio  Mayor  to  watch  two  bridges  on  his  right,  by 
which  he  expected  the  allies  to  pass  between  him 
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and  the  eighth  corps,  and  then  calling  upon  Junot   ^^^* 
for  succour,  and  upon  Massena  for  orders,  proceeded 


to  strengthen  his  own  position.  It  was  this  hurried  Nov.' 
march  of  Reynier's  baggage  that  led  Fane  to  think 
the  enemy  was  retreating  to  the  Zezere,  and  induced 
lord  Wellington  to  make  dispositions,  not  for  a  gene- 
ral attack,  by  separating  the  second  corps  from  the 
rest  of  the  army ;  but  for  assaulting  Santarem  in 
front  with  a  jsmall  force,  thinking  he  had  only  to  deal 
with  a  rear  guard.  At  least  such  was  the  general 
belief  at  the  time,  but  it  would  seem  from  lord  Wel- 
lington's correspondence,  recently  published,  that 
his  intention  was  only  to  make  the  enemy  disclose 
the  strength  of  his  position.  This  would  however 
have  certainly  brought  on  a  serious  battle. 

On  the  19th,  the  light  division,  entering  the  plain 
between  the  Rio  Mayor  and  the  Tagus,  advanced 
against  the  heights  by  the  sedgy  marsh ;  the  first 
division  under  Spencer,  was  destined  to  attack  the 
causeway,  while  Pack's  Portuguese  brigade  and  the 
cavalry  crossed  the  Rio  Mayor  at  the  bridges  of 
Saliero  and  Subajeira,  to  turn  the  right  of  the  French. 
The  columns  were  formed  for  the  attack,  and  the 
skirmishers  of  the  light  division  were  actually  ex- 
changing shots  with  the  enemy  in  the  sedgy  marsh, 
when  it  became  known  that  the  guns  belonging  to 
Pack's  brigade  had  not  arrived :  lord  Wellington  then 
ordered  the  troops  to  retire  to  their  former  ground. 
That  the  French  were  determined  to  maintain  their 
position  was  now  evident.  Every  advantageous 
spot  of  ground  was  occupied,  the  most  advanced 
centinels  boldly  returned  the  fire  of  the  skirmishers, 
large  bodies  of  reserve  were  descried,  some  in  arms, 
others  cooking ;  the  strokes  of  the  hatchet  and  the 
fall  of  trees  resounded  in  the  woods  clothing  the 
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^xt^   hills,  and  the  commencement  of  a  triple  line  of 
■  abattis  with  the  fresh  earth  of  entrenchments  were 

vov-'    discernible  in  many  places. 

On  the  20th  the  demonstrations  were  renewed, 
but  they  soon  ceased,  and  orders  were  sent  to  gene- 
ral Hill  to  halt  at  Chamusca,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tagus.  General  Crawfurd,  however,  still  thought 
it  was  but  a  rear-guard  at  Santarem.  His  spirit  was 
chafed,  he  seized  a  musket,  and  followed  only  by  a 
Serjeant  advanced  in  the  night  along  the  causeway, 
where  he  commenced  a  personal  skirmish  with  the 
French  picquet,  and  escaping  from  their  fire  mira- 
culously, came  back  convinced  that  the  French 
army  was  not  in  flight. 

The  22d  lord  Wellington  designed  to  examine 
the  enemy  s  right,  but  Clauzel  brought  his  division 
from  Alcanhete  close  up  to  Santarem,  and  Massena 
having  satisfied  himself  that  no  great  movement  was 
in  agitation,  recalled  the  baggage  of  the  second 
corps  and  directed  Clauzel  to  drive  back  the  allies' 
posts  near  the  town  of  Rio  Mayor.  This  counter- 
stroke  made  lord  Wellington  withdraw  the  first  divi- 
sion and  Pack's  brigade  to  Cartaxo,  and  the  light 
division  was  also  held  in  readiness  to  retreat.  In 
truth,  Massena  was  only  to  be  assailed  by  holding 
the  second  corps  in  check  at  the  Ponte  Seca,  while 
a  powerfiilmass  of  troops  penetrated  in  the  direction 
of  Tremes  and  Pernes ;  but  heavy  rains  rendered 
all  the  roads  impracticable,  and  as  the  position  of 
Santarem  was  maintained  for  several  months,  and 
many  persons  have  rashly  censured  the  conduct  of 
both  generals,  it  may  be  well  to  shew  here  that  they 
acted  wisely  and  like  great  captains. 

It  has  been  already  seen,  how,  without  any  ex- 
treme dissemination  of  his  force,  the  French  general 
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menaced  several  points  and  commanded  two  distinct  ™ap. 

lines  of  retreat.     But  he  had  other  objects  also  in 

view.  He  expected  the  arrival  of  several  detach-  Nor.' 
ments  and  convoys  from  Castile,  and  the  ninth  corps, 
which  had  lately  been  placed  under  his  orders.  His 
new  position,  touching  at  once  upon  Leiria  and  the 
Zezere,  enabled  him  to  give  his  hand  to  these  rein* 
forcements  and  convoys,  either  by  the  line  of  the 
Mondego  or  that  of  Belmonte  and  the  Estrada  Nova; 
at  the  same  time  he  was  ready  to  communicate  with 
any  troops  coming  from  Andalusia  to  his  assistance* 
He  was  undoubtedly  open  to  a  dangerous  attack, 
between  Santarem  and  Alcanhete ;  but  he  thought 
his  adversary  would  not  venture  on  such  a  decisive 
operation,  requiring  rapid  well-timed  movements, 
with  an  array  composed  of  three  diflferent  nations 
and  unpractised  in  great  evolutions.  Thus  think- 
ing, he  was  guided  by  his  long  military  experience, 
and  calculated  upon  moral  causes  with  confidence : 
he  who  cannot  do  so  is  but  half  a  general. 

Like  a  great  commander  he  counted  likewise 
upon  the  political  efiect  his  menacing  attitude 
would  produce.  For  while  he  maintained  San- 
tarem, he  appeared  as  it  were  still  to  besiege  Lisbon, 
and  encouraged  the  disaffected,  who  he  certainly 
expected  to  rise  in  his  favour ;  meanwhile  he  pro- 
longed the  sufferings  of  the  city,  and  it  has  been 
estimated  that  forty  thousand  persons  died  from 
privations  within  the  Lines  during  the  winter  of 
1810.  He  thus  shook  the  English  influence  in 
Portugal,  and  rendered  the  final  result  so  doubtful 
in  appearance  that  few  men  had  sagacity  to  judge 
rightly  upon  the  subject.  At  this  period  also,  the 
illness  of  George  the  Third,  by  reviving  the  ques- 
tion of  a  Regency  in  England,  had  greatly  strength- 
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^x?.^  ened  the  opposition  in  parliament,  and  it  was 
jQj^  most  important  to  enforce  their  arguments  against 
^«»'  the  war  by  the  position  of  the  French  army. 
Wherefore,  while  any  food  was  to  be  obtained, 
there  were  abundant  reasons  to  justify  Massena  in 
holding  his  ground;  and  if  he  committed  great 
errors  in  the  early  part  of  his  campaign,  in  the 
latter  part  he  proved  himself  a  daring,  able,  and 
most  pertinacious  commander. 

On  the  other  side  the  English  general's  political 
difficulties  were  so  great  that  a  battle  was  equally 
to  be  desired  and  dreaded.  Desirable,  because  a 
victory  would  have  silenced  his  opponents  both  in 
England  and  Portugal,  and  placed  him  in  a  situ- 
ation to  dictate  the  measures  of  vrar  to  the  ministers 
instead  of  having  to  struggle  incessantly  against 
their  fears.  Desirable,  to  relieve  the  misery  of  the 
Portuguese  people,  from  their  state  of  horrible  suf- 
fering ;  above  all  things  desirable,  lest  a  second  and 
a  third  army,  now  gathering  in  Castile  and  in 
Andalusia,  should  reach  Massena  and  again  shut 
up  the  allies  in  their  works. 

Dreaded,  because  a  defeat  or  even  a  repulse 
would  have  been  tantamount  to  the  ruin  of  the 
cause ;  for  it  was  at  this  period  that  the  disputes 
in  the  Regency,  relative  to  the  Lines  at  Alnmda, 
were  most  violent,  and  the  slightest  disaster  would 
have  placed  the  Patriarch  at  the  head  of  a  national 
party.  Dreaded,  because  of  the  discussions  relative 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Regency  in  England, 
seeing  that  any  serious  military  check  would  have 
caused  the  whigs  to  triumph  in  parliamait,  and 
the  troops  would  have  been  withdrawn  from  Por- 
tugal. So  powerful  indeed  was  the  opposition, 
and  so  much  did  the  ministers  dread  the  ciy  for 
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economy,  that  forgetting  the  safety  of  the  army  in  ^ap. 
the  keen  love  of  place,  they  actually  issued  orders  to  — - — 
discharge  all  the  transport  ships  to  save  expense !    not.' 
Id  fine,  Mr.  Percival  the  prime  minister,  with  the 
narrow  cunning  and  selfish  spirit  which  marked  his 
whole  public  career,  was,  to  use  an  expression  of 
his  own,  Starving  the  war  in  the  Peninsula  despite 
of  lord  Wellesley's  indignant  resistance  in  the  cabi- 
net, and  lord  Wellington's  energetic  remonstrances 
in  the  field. 

In  this  balanced  state,  it  was  essential,  that  a 
battle  upon  which  so  many  great  interests  hung 
should  not  be  fought  except  on  terms  of  advantage. 
Those  terms  were  not  to  be  had.  Lord  Wellington, 
having  received  some  reinforcements  from  Halifax 
and  England,  had  more  than  seventy  thousand 
fighting  men  under  arms,  and  the  enemy  at  this 
time  was  not  more  than  fifty  thousand:  never- 
theless, if  we  analyze  the  composition  and  situation 
of  both,  it  will  be  found  that  the  latter  could  from 
the  advantage  of  position  actually  bring  more  sol« 
diers  into  the  fight.  The  Portuguese  army  had 
smce  the  mcmth  of  April  lost  four  thousand  men  by 
death,  four  thousand  more  had  been  discharged, 
and  ten  thousand  had  deserted.  To  replace  this 
loss  thirty  thousand  recruits  had  come  in,  the 
numbers  were  therefore  increased,  but  the  efiiciency 
for  great  operations  rather  diminished;  and  every 
department  was  neglected  by  the  government 
which  neither  paid  the  soldiers  nor  provided  them 
with  food.  The  Spanish  auxiliaries  also,  ill- 
governed  and  turbulent,  were  at  open  discord  with 
the  Portuguese,  and  their  generals  neither  able  in 
war  nor  amenable  to  those  who  were.  Meanwhile 
as  the  heights  of  Almada  were  naked,  the  defence 
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^la!^   of  the  left   bank  of   the  Tagus    required   twelve 
thousand    men :    and   two   British   divisions  were 


1810. 

wo'--  necessarily  kept  in  the  Lines,  because  the  Fr«ich 
ttt  Alcanhete  were  nearer  to  Torres  Vedras  thaa 
the  allies  were  at  Cartaxo.  Reynier  also  might 
break  out  from  Santarem  during  an  attack  on 
Femes,  wherefore  ten  thousand  men  were  wanting 
to  hold  him  in  check.  Thus  the  disposable  troops, 
comprehending  soldiers  of  three  nations  and  many 
recruits,  would  have  fallen  short  of  forty-five 
thousand,  while  Massena  could  bring  nearly  all  his 
force  together  on  one  point,  because  a  few  men 
would  have  sufficed  to  watch  the  British  division 
on  the  left  of  the  Tagus  and  at  Santarem. 

Lord  Wellington's  experience  in  the  movement  of 
great  armies  was  not  at  this  period  equal  to  his 
adversary's ;  and  the  attack  was  to  be  made  in  a 
heavy  difficult  country,  where  the  Alviella,  the 
Almonda,  and  other  rivers,  greatly  swelled  by  in- 
cessant rain,  furnished  a  succession  of  defensive 
Hues  to  Massena,  and  in  case  of  defeat  the  means 
of  carrying  off  two-thirds  of  his  army.  Victory 
might  crown  the  attempt,  but  the  stakes  were  un- 
equal. If  Massena  lost  even  a  third  of  his  force, 
the  ninth  corps  could  have  replaced  it.  If  the 
allies  failed,  the  Lines  were  gone  and  with  than 
the  whole  Peninsula.  The  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  success  would  not  compensate  the  risk. 
Lord  Wellington  thought  the  relief  of  the  northern 
provinces  and  perhaps  of  Andalusia  would  be  the 
reward  of  a  victory,  but  those  objects  might  be 
obtained  without  fighting,  and  the  certain  result 
would  be  to  bring  the  greatest  part  of  the  French 
troops  in  Spain  upon  his  army,  without  obtaining 
any  aid  from  the  Spaniards.    "  I  cannot  forget,**  he 
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wi«ote  to  lord  Liverpool,  "  tbat  last  year  I  brought  cha^- 
upon  myself  and  general  C«esta,  not  less  than  five  — — — 
corps  dann^j  and  the  king^s  guards  and  reserve,  '^^^ 
more  than  equal  to  a  sixth  corps;  and  that  when 
the  whole  of  Castile  and  the  north  of  Spain  was 
cleared  of  the  enemy,  not  a  man  was  put  in  the 
field  by  those  provinces  nor  even  one  raised  T' 
These  things  being  considered,  lord  Wellington 
judged  it  better  to  regain  on  the  defensive,  to 
strengthen  the  Lines,  to  forward  the  works  at  Al- 
mada,  and  meanwhile  to  perfect  the  discipline  of 
the  Portuguese  tK)ops,  to  improve  the  organization 
of  the  militia  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  to  quiet 
tke  troubles  and  remedy  the  evils  occasioned  by  the 
Patriarch's  faction.  Amongst  those  evils,  the  desti- 
tution of  the  fortresses  was  so  prominent,  that  at  one 
moment  he  was  on  the  point  of  drawing  off  the 
garrison  from  Abrantes  to  prevent  the  men  from 
starving. 

In  this  defensive  view  the  light  division,  sup^ 
ported  by  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  occupied  El  Valle 
and  the  heights  overlookmg  the  marsh  and  inusr 
dation  ;  the  bridge  at  the  English  end  of  the  cause- 
way was  mined ;  and  a  sugar-loaf  hill,  looking 
straight  down  the  approach,  was  crowned  with  em- 
brasures for  artillery,  and  laced  in  front  with  a  zig- 
zs^  covered  way  capable  of  containing  five  hundred 
infantry :  the  causeway  being  thus  blocked,  the 
French  could  not  while  the  waters  kept  up  make 
any  sudden  irruption  from  Santarem. 

On  the  left  of  the  light  division,  posts  were  ex- 
tended along  the  inundation  to  Malhorquija,  and 
thence  by  a  range  of  heights  to  Rio  Mayor.  Be- 
hind the  latter  place,  Anson's  cavalry  was  stationed 
in  observation  of  the  roads  leading  from  Penies  and 
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'^xi.^  Alcanhede ;  and  in  rear  of  Aiison,  a  position  was 
— jj^^ —  entrenched  at  Alcoentre  and  occupied  by  a  division 
Nov.*  of  infantry*  Thus  all  the  routes  leading  upon  the 
Lines  between  the  Tagus  and  the  Monte  Junta, 
were  secured  by  what  are  technically  called  heads 
of  cantonmentSj  under  cover  of  which  the  remainda 
of  the  troops  were  disposed  in  succession.  Hie 
first  division  and  the  head*quarters  were  at  Car- 
taxoy  a  few  miles  in  the  rear  of  £1  Valle;  some 
troops  were  at  Alemquer  and  Sobral ;  and  Torres 
Vedras  was  always  occupied  in  force,  lest  the  enemy 
should  make  a  sudden  march  round  the  Monte 
Junta. 

Massena,  satisfied  that  his  front  was  now  safe, 
continued  to  build  boats  and  fortified  a  post  at 
Tancos  on  the  Tagus,  but  he  expected  with  impa- 
tience, the  arrival  of  a  convoy,  escorted  by  five 
thousand  men,  which  general  Grardanne  was  con- 
ducting  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  This  reinforcement, 
consisting  of  detachments  and  convalescents  left  in 
Castile  when  the  army  entered  Portugal,  had 
marched  by  Belmonte  and  the  Estrada  Nova,  and 
the  27th  was  at  Cardijos,  within  a  few  leagues  of 
the  French  bridges  on  the  Zezere.  .The  advance  of 
a  cavalry  patrol  on  either  side  would  have  opened 
the  communication  and  secured  the  junction ;  but 
Gardanne,  harassed  by  the  ordenan^a,  and  deceived 
by  a  false  rumour  that  general  Hill  was  in  Abrantes 
and  ready  to  move  against  him,  suddenly  retreated 
upon  Sabugal  with  such  haste  and  blindness  that 
he  sacrificed  a  part  of  his  convoy,  and  lost  many 
men.  Hill  was  not  at  Abrantes,  but  it  is  remark- 
able that  lord  Wellington  had  contemplated  sending 
him  there  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  French  posts 
beyond  the  Zezere ;  and  it  was  only  the  advance  of 
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CJardanne's  column  the  strength  of  which  he  could   ^^^p- 
not  clearly  ascertain  that  deterred  him  !     Such  is  — — — 
the  uncertainty  of  war. 

Notwithstanding  this  event,  Massena,  expecting 
to  be  joined  by  the  ninth  corps,  continued  to 
strengthen  his  position  at  Santarem,  which  enabled 
him  to  draw  the  bulk  of  his  forces  to  his  right,  and 
to  continue  his  marauding  excursions  in  the  most 
daring  manner.  Thus  general  Ferey  crossing  the 
Zezere  with  a  strong  detachment  of  the  sixth  corps, 
foraged  the  country  as  far  as  Castello  Branco  with- 
out difficulty,  and  returned  without  loss;  Junot 
occupied  Leiria  and  Ourem  with  detachments  of 
the  eighth  corps ;  and  on  the  9th  of  December  a 
battalion  endeavoured  to  surprise  Coimbra :  Trant, 
however,  baffled  that  project.  Meanwhile,  Drouet 
made  some  movements,  avowing  a  design  to  invade 
the  Tras  os  Montes,  but  the  22d  of  December  he 
occupied  the  line  of  the  Coa  with  the  ninth  corps, 
and  Massena's  patroles  appeared  again  on  the  Mon- 
dego  above  Coimbra,  making  inquiries  about  the 
fords.  At  the  same  time  all  the  spies  reported  that 
a  great  reunion  of  forces  from  the  south  was  to  take 
place  near  Madrid. 

These  things  gave  reason  to  fear,  either  that 
Massena  intended  to  file  behind  the  Mondego  and 
seize  Oporto ;  or  that  the  reinforcements  coming  to 
him  were  so  large,  that  he  meant  to  throw  bridges 
over  the  Mondego  and  occupy  the  northern  country 
without  quitting  his  present  position.  It  was  known 
that  a  tenth  corps  was  forming  at  Burgos,  and  the 
head  of  the  fifth  corps  was  again  in  Estremadura ; 
the  French  boats  at  Punhete  and  Barquina  were 
numerous  and  large ;  in  all  parts  there  was  evidence 
of  great  forces  assembling  for  a  mighty  eifort  on 
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^^   both  sides  of  the  Tagus,  and  it  was  thought,  before 
-— - — the  end  of  January,  more  than  forty  thousand  firesh 
n«J    troops  would  co-operate  with  Massena.  PreparatioD5 
were  made  accordingly. 

An  outward  line  of  defence,  from  Aldea  Gallega 
to  Setuvaly  was  already  in  a  forward  state;  Abrantes, 
Palmella,  and  St.  Felippe  de  Setuval  had  been  at 
last  provisioned ;  and  a  chain  of  forts  parallel  to  tk 
Tagus  were  constructing  on  the  hills  lining  the  left 
'  bank  from  Almada  to  Traffaria.     Labourers  had 

also  been  continually  employed  in  strengthening 
the  works  of  Alhandra,  Aruda,  and  Monte  Agra^, 
which  were  now  nearly  impregnable,  soldiers  only 
being  wanting  to  defy  the  utmost  force  that  could 
be  brought  against  them.  To  procure  these,  loid 
Wellington  on  the  29th  of  December  wrote  so 
earnestly  to  lord  Liverpool  upon  the  necessity  of 
reinforcing  the  army,  that  five  thousand  British 
troops  were  ordered  to  embark  for  Lisbon,  and  three 
regiments  were  drafted  from  Sicily. 

At  this  time  sickness  forced  general  Hill  to  go 
home,  and  as  Soult  was  collecting  a  disposable  force 
behind  the  Morena,  the  troops  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Tagus  were  augmented  and  marshal  Beresford 
assumed  the  command,  for  the  Portuguese  army 
was  now  generally  incorporated  with  the  British 
divisions.  His  force,  composed  of  eighteen  guDS, 
two  divisions  of  infantry,  and  five  regiments  of 
cavalry,  Portuguese  and  British,  was  about  fourteen 
thousand  men,  exclusive  of  Carlos  d'Espana  s  bri- 
gade, which  being  at  Abrantes  was  also  under  his 
orders.  That  general  was  however  so  troublesome 
and  his  troops  so  ill-behaved,  that  Wellington  who 
had  not  asked  for  their  assistance  threatened  to 
send  them  back  to  Spain. 
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To  prevent  the  padsage  of  the  Tagus;  to  inter-  ^'^^• 

cept  all  communication  between  Massena  and  Soult; — ^ 

to  join  the  main  body  of  the  army,  by  Vellada  ^«c* 
if  in  retreat,  and  by  Abrantes  if  in  advance ;  were 
the  instructions  given  to  Beresford.  His  head- 
quarters were  fixed  at  Chamusca,  his  troops  dis- 
posed along  the  Tagus  from  Almeyrim  by  Chamusca 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Zezere,  and  signals  of  commu- 
mcation  from  one  quarter  to  another  were  esta- 
blished. The  roads  leading  to  Spanish  Estrema- 
dura  were  scoured,  and  a  sure  and  rapid  intercourse 
opened  with  Elvas  and  other  frontier  fortresses. 
Beresford  also  organized  good  sources  of  intelli- 
gence at  Golegao,  at  Santarem,  and  at  Thomar; 
and  in  addition  to  these  general  precautions,  erected 
batteries  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Zezere ;  yet  he  nS.^?  '*' 
placed  them,  against  the  advice  of  the  engineers, 
at  too  great  distance  from  the  river,  and  in  other 
respects  unsuitably,  offering  nothing  threatening  to 
the  enemy:  the  French  craft  dropped  down  to^ 
wards  Santarem  without  hindrance,  until  colonel 
Colbome,  of  the  sixty-sixth  regiment,  moored  of 
his  own  accord  a  guard-boat  close  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Zezere,  and  disposed  fires  in  such  a  manner 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tagus  that  nothing  could  pass 
without  being  observed. 

Meanwhile  on  the  side  of  Santarem,  as  all  the 
country  between  Alcanhete  and  the  Ponte  Seca  con- 
tinued impracticable  from  the  rain,  the  main  bodies 
of  both  armies  were  of  necessity  tranquil.  Anson's 
cavalry,  however,  acting  in  concert  with  major  Fen- 
wick,  who  came  down  from  Obidos  towards  Rio 
Mayor,  harassed  the  enemy's  foraging  parties ;  and 
in  the  Upper  Beira  several  actions  of  importance 
had  taken  place  with  the  militia,  which  it  is  time 
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^^K    to  notice  as  forming  an  essential  part  of  lord  Wel- 

lington's  combinations. 

i>M«iiii4r.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  ninth  corps, 
being  ordered  to  scour  Biscay  and  Upper  Castile 
in  its  progress  towards  the  frontier  of  Portugal, 
was  so  long  delayed,  that  instead  of  keeping  the 
communications  of  Massena  free  and  securing  his 
base  it  lost  all  connexion  with  the  army  of  Por- 
tugal. Meanwhile  the  Partidas  of  Leon  and  Sa- 
lamanca gave  such  employment  to  Serras'  division 
that  the  Tras  os  Montes  were  unmolested,  and 
Silveira,  falling  down  to  the  Lower  Douro,  ap- 
peared on  the  29th  of  October  before  Almeida* 
Its  former  garrison  had  entered  the  French  service, 
yet  immediately  after  deserted  to  Silveirai  who  now 
blockaded  the  place  closely,  and  made  a  fruit- 
less attempt  to  surprise  a  French  post  at  San  Fe- 
lices. 

In  November,  the  head  of  the  ninth  corps  at  last 
reached  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  bringing  a  large  convoy 
of  provisions  collected  in  Castile  for  Massena. 
Lord  Wellington,  anxious  to  prevent  this  convoy 
from  reaching  its  destination,  directed  Silveira  to 
intercept  it  if  possible,  and  he  ordered  Miller  to 
be  at  Viseu  the  16th  in  support.  But  on  the  13th 
general  Gktrdanne  raised  the  blockade  of  Almeida 
and  entered  Pinhel  with  four  thousand  infantry  and 
three  squadrons  of  cavalry ;  he  was  supported  by  the 
ninth  corps  and  proceeded  to  conduct  the  convoy 
by  Sabugal  towards  Penamacor.  The  16th,  being 
between  Valverde  and  Pereiro  Gavillos,  Silveira 
fell  upon  him,  killed  some  of  his  men  and  took 
many  prisoners,  but  the  French  being  still  too 
strong  for  him  he  retired  on  the  17th  to  Tran- 
coso,  where  he  met  with  Miller  and  the  latter  then 
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occupied  Gruardsu  Gardanne  pursued  his  march, 
and,  as  we  have  seen,  after  reaching  Cardigos  re- 
treated in  a  panic. 

Drouet  had  not  yet  received  the  order  to  put 
himself  under  Massena's  command,  but  urged  by 
Foy,  he  moved  forward  into  Portugal,  and  to  hide 
his  object,  spread  the  report,  already  noticed, 
of  his  intention  to  penetrate  the  Tras  os  M ontes. 
The  17th  December,  he  passed  the  Goa  with  four- 
teen thousand  infantry  and  two  thousand  cavalry, 
crossed  the  Mondego  the  18th,  and  encamped  near 
Gouvea  the  22d.  From  thence  his  cavalry  and  one 
division  under  general  Glaparede,  marched  against 
Silveira,  and  after  a  skirmish  occupied  Trancoso ; 
but  Drouet  himself  with  eleven  battalions,  and  the 
troops  under  Gardanne,  which  he  had  rallied, 
made  for  the  Alva  and  reached  Ponte  Murcella 
the  24th. 

Hitherto  lord  Wellington's  communications  with 
Baccellar,  had  been  carried  on  through  Trant  on 
the  side  of  Goimbra,  and  through  Wilson  on  that 
of  Espinhal  and  Abrantes.  But  this  sudden  ad- 
vance of  the  ninth  corps  obliged  Wilson  to  cross 
the  Mondego  to  avoid  being  enclosed ;  and  Drouet 
effecting  his  junction  with  Massena  by  Espinhal, 
occupied  Leiria  and  spreading  towards  the  sea  cut 
off  all  communication  between  the  allies  and  the 
northern  provinces.  On  the  2d  of  January,  how- 
ever, Trant  intercepted  a  letter  from  Drouet  to 
Claparede,  giving  an  account  of  his  own  arrival 
and  of  the  state  of  Massena's  army ;  he  intimated 
that  a  great  operation  was  in  contemplation,  and 
the  fifth  corps  daily  expected  in  the  Alemtejo  ; 
finally  he  directed  Glaparede  to  seize  Guarda,  to 
forage  the  neighbouring  villages,  to  watch  the  road 


CHAP. 


1810. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


1610. 


306  HISTORY  OF  THE 

'xL^  of  Belmoute,  and  if  Silveira  should  be  troublesome 
to  crush  him*  That  vain  and  insufficient  man,  in- 
flated with  his  previous  petty  success  had  already 
attacked  Claparede  and  was  defeated  with  the  loss 
of  two  hundred  men  at  Ponte  Abad  near  Trancoso 
on  the  30th ;  Oporto  was  thus  laid  open,  and  Bar 
cellar  in  great  alarm  called  Miller  and  Wilson  to 
its  succour.  They  immediately  moved  upon  Vtseu, 
but  the  last  having  recrossed  the  Mondego  tool 
a  hundred  of  Drouet's  stragglers  before  the  order 
for  retreat  reached  him ;  both  then  hurried  their 
marches,  but  Silviera  having  meanwhfle  again  pro- 
voked Claparede,  was  by  him  pressed  so  closely 
from  the  10th  to  the  13th  of  January,  that  he  was 
driven  over  the  Douro  at  Pezo  de  Ragoa,  and  the 
French  general  seized  Lamego,  and  menaced 
Oporto  before  any  troops  could  concentrate  to 
oppose  him.  However,  when  Bacellar  brought  up 
his  reserve  to  the  Pavia,  and  Miller's  and  Wilsons 
corps  reached  Castro  d'Airo,  Claparede  returned 
to  Moimenta  de  Beira  and  was  closely  followed  by 
colonel  Wilson. 

During  these  events  the  passage  of  the  nintk 
corps  having  relieved  the  French  troops  in  Leon,  they 
again  menaced  Tras  os  Montes,  which  drew  Silveira 
to  Braganza ;  Miller  died  at  Viseu,  and  only  Wilson 
and  Trant  remained  to  harass  the  enemy's  parties.  Id 
this  state  of  affairs  Claparede  took  post  at  Guards 
and  following  his  orders  seized  Covilhao.  At  the 
same  time  Foy,  returning  from  France,  and  haying 
collected  three  thousand  infantry  and  cavalry,  con* 
valescents  from  Massena's  hospitals  in  Castile,  at- 
tempted to  rejoin  the  army  by  the  road  of  Belmonte. 
He  had  escaped  innumerable  perils.  At  Pancorbo 
he  was  fain  to  fly  from  the  Partidas  with  the  loss 
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of  his  despatches  and  half  his  escort ;  and  now  at   ^^^* 
Enxabarda,   entering  the  Estrada  Nova,  he  was,  — — — 
notwithstanding  Claparede's  vicinity,  harassed  byi>««»»«* 
colonel  Grant  with  a  corps  of  ordenan^a  from  the 
Lower  Beira ;  and  although  he  suffered  nothing  by 
the  sword,  three  hundred  of  his  men  died  on  the 
mountain  from  cold.     However  on  the  2d  of  Feb- 
roary  he   reached  Santarem,  where   affairs   were 
coming  to  a  crisis. 

During  December  and  January,  the  country  be- 
ing always  more  or  less  flooded,  the  armies  had* 
continued  in'  observation,  and  Wellington,  hearing 
that  a  serious  attack  on  Cadiz  was  in  forward- 
ness, prepared  to  send  some  British  regiments  to 
the  assistance  of  that  place.  Meantime  Massena 
whose  positions  were  laboriously  strengthened,  re- 
inforced his  out-posts  and  extended  his  marauding 
excursions  in  proportion  to  his  increasing  neces-  ^ 

sities.  But  both  generals  watched  the  side  of  Rio 
Mayor  with  great  jealousy,  especially  as  the  season 
advanced  and  the  roads  became  firmer.  Thus,  on 
the  19th  of  January,  some  reinforcements  having 
landed  at  Lisbon  a  few  days  before,  a  fear  lest  the 
allies  should  be  concentrating  at  Alcoentre,  in- 
duced Junot  to  drive  their  outposts  from  Rio  Mayor 
to  probe  the  state  of  affairs,  and  immediately  a 
general  attack  was  expected ;  but  after  a  skirmish, 
he  returned  with  a  wound  which  disabled  him  for 
the  rest  of  the  campaign. 

Early  in  February,  a  column  of  six  thousand 
French  again  scoured  all  the  country  beyond  the 
Zezere,  and  found  considerable  stores  concealed 
near  Pedragoa,  after  which  it  marched  to  the  Mon- 
dego  and  carried  off  from  below  Coimbra  four 
hundred  oxen  and  two  thousand  sheep  intended  for 
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^x?!^  the  allies.  These  marauding  excursions  gave  rise 
— — —  to  horrible  excesses,  which  broke  down  the  disci- 
FcbniMy.  pline  of  the  French  army,  and  were  not  always 
executed  with  impunity;  the  British  cavalry  at 
various  times  redeemed  many  cattle,  and  brought 
in  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  amongst 
them  an  aid-de-camp  of  general  Clausel's.  Mas- 
sena  had  however  organized  a  secret  communica- 
tion  with  Lisbon,  through  the  Portuguese  general 
Pamplona,  who  effected  it  by  the  help  of  the  fidalgos 
in  that  capital.  Their  agents,  under  the  pretoice 
of  selling  sugar  to  the  inhabitants  of  Thomar  and 
Torres  Novas,  passed  by  the  road  of  Caldas,  and 
thence  through  the  mountains  of  Pedragoa ;  and  it 
was  suspected  that  the  treason  extended  to  the 
provisioning  of  the  enemy  on  so  large  a  scale  as 
to  be  one  of  the  secret  resources  which  enabled 
Massena  to  brave  the  difficulties  of  his  position  so 
long.  It  is  certain  that  herds  of  cattle  were 
placed  in  the  way  of  the  enemy  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  create  doubts  if  it  could  be  done 
without  design.  Lord  Wellington,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  understood  to  have  gained  a  French 
officer  of  rank.  Thus  both  generals  had  excellent 
information;  and  in  this  manner  hostilities  were 
carried  on,  each  commander  impatiently  waiting 
for  reinforcements  which  should  enable  him  to 
act  offensively.  How  both  were  disappointed,  and 
how  other  events  hitherto  unnoticed  bore  upon 
the  plans  of  each,  must  be  the  subject  of  another 
book. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1°.  "  War  is  not  a  conjectural  art''    Massena 
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forgetting  this,  assumed  that  the  allies  would  not  ^^^^• 
make  a  stand  in  front  of  Lisbon,  and  that  the  mi-  ■  ^^"^ 
litia  would  not  venture  to  attack  Coimbra ;  but  the 
battle  of  Busaco  and  the  capture  of  his  hospitals 
evinced  the  soundness  of  the  maxim.  Again,  he 
conjectured  that  the  English  would  re-embark  if 
pressed,  and  the  Lines  put  an  end  to  that  dream  : 
yet  once  awake,  he  made  war  like  a  great  man, 
proving  more  formidable  with  reduced  means  and 
in  difficulties,  than  he  had  been  when  opportunity 
was  rife  and  his  numbers  untouched.  His  stay  at 
Santarem  shews  what  thirty  thousand  additional 
men  acting  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tagus  could 
haTe  done.  Had  they  arrived  on  the  heights  of 
Almada  before  admiral  Berkeley's  error  was  dis- 
coTered,  the  supply  of  provisions  from  Alemtejo 
and  from  Spain,  would  have  been  transferred  from 
Lisbon  to  the  French  armies;  the  fleet  would 
have  been  driven  from  the  Tagus;  and  then  the 
misery  of  the  inhabitants,  the  fears  of  the  British 
cabinet,  the  machinations  of  the  Patriarch,  and 
the  little  chance  of  final  success,  would  probably 
have  induced  the  British  general  to  abandon  the 
country. 

2^.  It  has  been  observed,  that  Massena  might  in 
the  first  week  have  easily  passed  the  Tagus, 
secured  the  resources  of  the  Alemtejo,  and  driven 
the  British  fleet  out  of  the  port.  This  was  not  so 
practicable  as  it  might  at  first  sight  appear.  The 
rains  were  heavy,  the  fords  impassable,  and  the 
French  had  not  boats  sufficient  for  a  bridge.  To 
detach  a  small  force  would  have  been  useless,  to 
detach  largely  dangerous.  To  collect  boats,  cast  a 
bridge,  and  raise  the  entrenchments  necessary  to 
defend  it  in  the  face  of  the  allied  forces,  would 
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^^^^    have  been  neither  a  safe  nor  sure  operation ;  more- 


over, Massena  would  then  have  relinquished  Ac 
certain  aid  of  the  ninth  for  the  uncertain  assistance 
of  the  fifth  corps. 

3*^.  Lord  Wellington,  conjecturing  the  French  to 
be  in  full  retreat,  had  like  to  have  received  a  severe 
check   at  Santarem   yet  he   recovered  himself  in 
time.     It  has  been  also  urged  that  he  might  have 
straightened  the  enemy's  quarters  more  effectually 
at  that  place;   that  Hill's  corps,  passing  through 
Abrantes,  could    have    destroyed  the  bridges  at 
Punhete,  lined  the  Zezere,  cut  off  Massena's  rein- 
forcements, and  obliged  him  to  abandon  his  posi- 
tions, or  even  to  capitulate.     This  idea,  advanced 
at  the  time  by  colonel  Squire,  an  engineer  of  great 
zeal  and  ability  and  perfectly  acquainted  mth  the 
localities,  merits  examination.  As  a  simple  operation 
it  was  doubtless  feasible,  and  we  have  seen  that  a 
partial  attack  of  this  nature  was  contemplated  by  lord 
Wellington.     But  a  successful  result  to  the  larger 
design  of  colonel  Squire  was  not  so  certain.    The 
Lines  of  Almada  being  unfinished,  the  rashness  of 
leaving  the  Tagus  unguarded  before  an  enemy  who 
possessed   eighty  large  boats,  exclusive  of  those 
forming  the  bridges  on  the  Zezere,  is  apparent; 
Hill's  corps  must  then  have  been  replaced,  and  the 
army  before  Santarem  would  have  been  so  weak  as 
to  invite  a  concentrated  attack,  to  the  great  danger 
of  the  Torres  Vedras  Lines.     Nor  was  the  forcing 
of  the  French  works  at  Punhete  a  sure  matter ;  the 
ground  was  strong,  there  were  two  bridges  over  the 
Zezere,  and  the  sixth  corps,  being  within  a  short 
march,  might  have  passed  at  Martinchel  and  taken 
general  Hill  in  flank. 

4®.  The  same  officer,  at  a  later  period,  miscal- 
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culating  the  eiiemy  s  numbers  at  thirty  thousand  ^^^^- 
men,  and  the  allies  at  more  than  seventy  thousand,  - 
propoi^ed  that  Beresford  should  cross  the  Tagus  at 
Azingha,  behind  the  Almonda  river,  and  march 
upon  Golegao,  while  lord  Wellington,  concentrating 
at  Rio  Mayor,  pushed  upon  Torres  Novas.  It  was 
no  common  head  that  conceived  this  project,  by 
which  seventy  thousand  men  would,  in  a  single 
inarch,  have  been  placed  in  the  midst  of  the 
enemy's  extended  quarters ;  but  the  hand  of  Napo- 
leon could  scarcely  have  launched  such  a  thunder- 
bolt. Massena  had  still  fifty  thousand  fighting- 
men  ;  the  boats  from  Abrantes  must  have  been 
brought  down  to  pass  the  Tagus,  and  the  concen- 
tration of  troops  at  Rio  Mayor  would  scarcely  have 
escaped  the  enemy's  notice.  Exact  concert,  in 
point  of  time,  was  essential,  but  the  eighth  corps 
could  have  held  the  allies  in  check  on  the  Alviella, 
while  Reynier  from  Santarem,  and  Ney  from 
Thomar,  crushed  Beresford  between  the  Almonda 
and  the  Tagus  ;  moreover  the  roads  about  Tremes 
were  nearly  impassable  from  rain  during  December, 
and  in  January,  Soult,  of  whose  operations  I  shall 
speak  in  the  next  book,  was  menacing  the  Alemtejo. 
A  disaster  for  the  allies  would  at  this  time 
have  relieved  the  enemy's  difficulties,  when  nothing 
else  could.  Lord  Wellington,  convinced  of  this, 
earnestly  wished  Massena  to  retire  ;  and  was  so  far 
from  desiring  to  hem  him  in  and  force  a  battle, 
that  he  even  doubted  if  he  had  not  already  ren- 
dered his  line  of  retreat  too  difficult  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  northern  militia.  A  campaign  is  like 
other  works  of  art :  accessaries  however  splendid 
must  be  rejected  when  not  conducive  to  the  main 
object.      That   judgment   which   duly  classes  the 
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*xi!^  value  of  every  feasible  operation  is  the  best  quality 
—j^jj —  of  a  general.  Lord  Wellington  possessed  it  io  a 
remarkable  degree,  and  both  his  genius  and  his 
courage  were  made  subservient.  Without  this 
mental  balance,  he  might  have  performed  many 
brilliant  exploits  in  the  Peninsula,  but  he  could 
never  have  conducted  the  war  to  a  successful  end. 
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BOOK  XII. 
CHAPTER   I. 

The  operations  in  Portugal  were  so  deeply  af-   chap. 
fected  by  Spanish  affairs  that  some  account  of  the      '* 
latter  is  absolutely  necessary   to  elucidate  them.     *®i^- 
And  as  a  general  direction  it  may  be  observed,  that 
the  defensive  position  of  the  allies,  viewed  as   a 
whole  presented  a  great  crescent  extending  from 
Coruna  to  Cadiz,  in   the   concave  of  which   the 
French  armies  were  operating.     Their  main  body 
was  menacing  Lisbon,  the  most  important  point ;  and 
it  was  clear  that  if  checked  there  they  could  rein- 
force it  from  the  wings,  unless  the  allies  at  the  horns 
of  the  crescent  acted  vigorously,  and  upon  a  sys- 
tem which  the  harbours  and  fortresses  at  either  ex-  . 
tremity  indicated  as  suitable  for  those  who  possessed 
the  absolute  command  of  the  sea.     A  British  army 
and  fleet  were  therefore  established  at  Cadiz,  a 
squadron  of  frigates  at  Coruna,   and  how  far  this 
warfare  relieved  the  pressure  on  lord  Wellington  I 
shall  now  show. 

The  Gallician  troops  under  Mahi,  usually  hang- 
ing on  the  borders  of  Leon,  were  always  reported 
to  be  above  twenty  thousand  men  when  arms  or 
stores  were  demanded  from  England ;  but  there  were 
nevermore  than  ten  or  twelve  thousand  in  line. 
They  suffered  Serras'  division,  only  eight  thousand 
strong,  to  spread  over  the  plains  of  Leon,  from 
Benevente  to  the  Agueda  during  Massena's  ad- 
vance ;  and  the  arrival  of  the  ninth  corps,  in  Octo- 
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^xfi!^    ber^  quite  paralyzed  the  Gallicians,  although  the 
— — —  Partidas  often  surprised  both  posts  and  convoys, 
Occob^.       Behind  Mahi  there  was  a  second  army,  from  four 
to  six  thousand  strong,   embodied  to  defend  the 
coast  line  towards  the  Asturias;  and  in  the  latter 
province,  about  eight  thousand  men,  including  the 
irregular  bands  of  Porlier  and  other  chiefs,  con- 
stantly watched  the  movements  of  Bonet's  division. 
This  general  frequently  mastered  but  could  never 
hold  the  Asturias,  because  the  country  is  a  long 
defile  lying  between  the  great  mountains  and  the 
sea,  and  being  crossed  by  a  succession  of  parallel 
ridges  and  rivers,  is  admirably  calculated  (or  par- 
tizan  warfare  in  connexion  with  a  fleet.     If  he  pe- 
netrated towards  GalUcia,  British  and  Spani^  fri- 
gates from  Coruna,  landing  troops  at  the  ports  of 
Gihon,  Santander,  or  Santona,  could  form  a  junc- 
tion with  the  great  bands  of  Longa,   Mina,  and 
Amor,  and  excite  insurrections  on  his  rear.     In  this 
manner,  when  he  had  defeated  Ponfee  at  Sales,  just 
before    Masseoas    invasion    oi   Portugal,    Porlier 
forced  him  to  withdraw  from  Castropol ;  and  the 
advantage  of  such  operations  being  thus  shewn,  sir 
Home  Popbam  and  general  Walker  were  sent  to 
direct  the  naval   and  military  affairs  at  Coruna. 
Preparations  were  made  to  embark  a  large  focce 
under  Renovales,  for  an  attack  on   Santpna  and 
Santander,  the  Partidas  of  the  interior  were  tQ  co- 
operate, a  battalion  of  marines  from  England  was 
to  form  the. garrison  of  Santona  when  tak^,  and 
Mahi  promised  to  co-operate  by  an  incursion  along 
the  coast.     But  Serras  then  threatened  the  frontier 
Mr  stu.    ^^  Gallicia,  Mahi  remained  in  suspense,  and  this 
*"mmss  ^^'^'^   *^^   usual    procrastination  of  the  Spaniards 
and  the  late  arrival  of  sir  Home  Popham,  delayed 
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the  expedition  until  October,  although  Porlier,  Es-      i. 


cadron,  and  other  chiefs  had  commenced  an  iso-  laio. 
lated  attack  in  the  beginning  of  September.  Fi- 
nally, Serras  returned  to  Zamora,  Mahi  sent  a 
division  into  Leon,  and  Bonet,  aware  of  the  prepa- 
rations at  Coruna,  fell  back  towards  Santander, 
leaving  only  a  post  at  Gihon. 

On  the  16th  of  October  Renovales  sailed,  but 
with  only  thirteen  hundred  men.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  general  Walker,  who  carried  ten  thousand 
stand  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  on  the  19th,  en<- 
tering  the  harbour  of  Gihon  they  captured  some 
French  vessels,  while  Porlier  oh  the  land  side,  took 
some  treasure  and  eighty  prisoners.  The  next  day 
Renovales  proceeded  to  Santona,  but  tempests  im- 
peded his  landing,  and  the  2d  of  November  he  re- 
turned to  Coruna  with  only  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  A  frigate  and  brig  containing  the  remainder 
of  his  men  had  foundered  in  a  dreadful  gale,  which 
destroyed  all  the  Spanish  naval  force  along  the 
coast,  and  wrecked  twelve  vessels  even  in  the  har- 
bour of  Coruna.  Mahi,  now  leaving  Toboado  Gil's 
division  to  watch  Serras,  entered  the  Asturias,  and 
being  joined  by  the  troops  of  that  province,  and 
soon  after  by  Renovales,  was  very  superior  to  the 
French ;  yet  he  effected  nothing,  and  Bonet  re- 
established his  line  from  Gihon,  through  Oviedo 
to  the  borders  of  Leon. 

During  these  actions  the  Junta  of  the  Asturias 
eontinned  to  be  distinguished  by  their  venality 
and  indifference  to  the  public  good.  Their  pro- 
vince was  in  a  miserable  state,  and.  the  powers 
of  the  British  naval  officers  on  the  coast  not 
being  defined,  disputes  between  them  and  general 
Walker  arose,  and  the  Junta  was  thus  enabled  to 
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^xn.^    interfere   improperly  with  the  distribution  of  the 
jg^^     English  stores.     Gallicia  was  comparatively  rich, 
'*«^-     but  its  Junta,  culpably  inactive  in  the  discharge  of 
GenJni  °  dutics  and  oppressive,  disgusted  the  whole  province. 
MiliuS^*    During  the  winter  a  great  body  of  the  clergy  had 
fra^oaiiu  combined  to  oppose  both  the  Provincial  Junta  and 
'  the  General  Cortes ;  and  they  assumed  such  a  me- 
nacing attitude,  that  Mahi,  then  in  the  Asturias, 
dreaded    personal    violence,    and   applied   for  an 
English  vessel  to  take  him  to  Goruna.     One  Acuna 
was  soon  after  arrested  at  Ponferrada,  but  the  dis- 
content spread,  and  the  army  was  more  employed 
to  overawe  this  faction  than  to  oppose  the  enemy. 
Finally  general  Walker,  despairing  to  effect  any 
thing  useful,  desired   either  that   a   British   force 
should  be  placed  at  his  disposal  or  that  he  might 
join  the  army  in  Portugal. 

The  expeditions  from  Coruna  naturally  increased 
the  audacity  of  the  inland  partidas,  who  became 
really  dangerous  only  when  they  had  a  sea-port, 
where  they  could  receive  supplies  and  reinforce- 
ments, or  by  embarking  save  themselves  in  extre- 
mity and  change  their  theatre  of  operations.  To 
prevent  this,  the  emperor  employed  considerable 
numbers  of  men  in  the  military  governments  touch- 
ing on  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  directed  all  the  rein- 
forcements, in  their  progress  towards  Portugal,  to 
scour  the  disturbed  countries  to  the  right  and  left 
The  ninth  corps  had  been  thus  employed  during 
the  months  of  August  and  September,  but  when  it 
passed  onward  the  partidas  resumed  their  activity ; 
Mina,  Longa,  Campillo,  and  Amor,  frequently 
united  about  Villar  Caya  and  Espinosa  in  numbers 
sufficient  to  attack  large  French  detachments  with 
success.     To  aid  them,  general  Walker  repeatedly 
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recommended  the  taking  possession  of  Santona  with  ^"f  ^• 
a  corps  of  British  troops ;  for  that  town,  offering  • 
the  best  winter  harbour  along  the  coast,  was  built 
on  a  mountain  promontory  joined  to  the  main  by  a 
narrow  sandy  neck,  and  could  have  been  made  very 
strong.  It  would  have  cut  Bonet's  communica- 
tion with  France  by  sea,  and  given  the  British 
squadron  a  secure  post  from  whence  to  vex  the 
French  coasts,  and  furnished  a  point  of  connexion 
with  the  partidas  of  the  Rioja,  Biscay,  and  Navarre. 

Lord  Liverpool,  swayed  by  these  considerations, 
desired  to  employ  a  corps  of  four  thousand  men  to 
secure  it ;  but  lord  Wellington  earnestly  dissuaded 
him  from  such  maritime  operations.     ^'  For,"  said 
he,  '*  unless  a  very  large  force  be  sent,  it  will  scarcely  J^JJJ'j^^ 
be  able  to  effect  a  landing  and  maintain  the  situa-  :^^^l' 
tion  of  which  it  might  take  possession.     Then  that  wh.mss. 
large  force  will  be  unable  to  move  or  effect  any 
object  at  all  adequate  to  the  expense,  or  to  the  ex^ 
pectations  which  would  be  formed  from  its  strength, 
owing  to  the  want  of  those  equipments  and  supplies 
in  which  an  army  landed  from  its  ships  must  be  de<^ 
ficient.     It  is  vain  to  hope  for  any  assistance,  even 
in  this  way,  much  less  military  assistance  from  the 
Spaniards;  the  first  thing  they  will   require  uni* 
formly   will   be  money  ;   then   arms,   ammunition, 
clothing  of  all  descriptions,  provisions,  forage,  horses, 
means  of  transport,  and  every  thing  which  the  expe- 
dition would  have  a  right  to  require  from  them ; 
and  after  all,  this  extraordinary  and  perverse  people 
will  scarcely  allow  the  commander  of  the  e^vpedition 
to  have  a  voice  in  the  plan  of  operations  to  be  followed 
when  the  whole  shall  be  ready  to  undertake  any,  if 
indeed  they  ever  should  be  ready.'' 

Meanwhile  Caffarelli's  reserve  entered  Spain  and 
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^xju    Napoleon  ordered  Santona  to  be  fortified ;  other  re- 
— -—  inforcemeats  from  France  also  occupied  the  northern 
provinces,  and  marshal  Bessieres  took  the  command 
of  the  young  guard,    together  with  the  third  and 
fourth  governments  and  that  of  the  Asturias,  in- 
cluding Bonet's  division.    This  force  was  called  the 
Appendix,  ar«^y  of  the  north,  and  the  1st  of  January,  1811,  it 
UMia.^^'  exceeded  seventy  thousand  men,  fifty-nine  thousand 
and  eight  thousand  horses  being  present  under  arms ; 
and  Bessieres,  who  had  received  unusual  powers, 
was  especially  ordered  to  support  and  furnish  all 
necessary  assistance  to  the  army  of  PortugaL    This 
was  the  state  of  the  northern  parts  of  Spain. 

In  the  middle  parts,  the  army  of  the  centre,  or 
that  immediately  under  the  king,  at  first  twenty 
thousand  strong,  was  before  the  end  of  the  year 
carried  up  to  twenty- seven  thousand,  exclusive  of 
French  and  Spanish  guards,  and  of  juramentados  or 
native  troops  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance: 
with  this  power  he  was  to  protect  his  court,  watch 
the  movements  of  the  Valencians,  and  chase  the 
Guerillas  of  the  interior  who  were  very  numerous. 
The  summer  and  autumn  of  1810  were,  for  rea* 
sons  before  mentioned,  a  period  of  great  activity 
with  these  irregulars  ;  petty  actions  were  constantly 
fought  by  them  around  the  capital,  many  small 
French  posts  and  many  isolated  soldiers  and  offi- 
cers were  cut  off,  and  few  despatches  reached  their 
destinations  without  a  considerable  escort.  To  re- 
medy this,  the  lines  of  correspondence  were  main- 
tained by  small  fortified  posts,  which  run  from  Ma- 
drid through  Guadarama  and  Segovia  to  the  pro- 
vinces of  Valladolid  and  Salamanca  ;  through  Bui- 
trago  and  Somosierra  to  the  army  of  the  north; 
through  Guadalaxara  and  Calatayud  to  the  army  of 
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Aragon ;  through  La  Mancha  to  the  army  of  the 
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I. 


^utb.  One  line  also  run  by  the  -vailley  of  the  •  ^^^^ 
Tagos  and  the  bridge  of  Arzobispo  to  Truxillo, 
Inhere  a  brigade  of  cayalry  was  generally  stationed 
to  Gominiinicate  with  the  fifth  corps,  during  its  in- 
cursions into  Estremadura«  This  warfiire  of  the 
Partidas  though  harassing  to  the  French  was 
merely  a  succession  of  surprizes  and  massacres; 
little  instruction,  and  no  pleasure  can  be  derived 
from  the  details ;  yet  in  the  course  of  the  summer 
and  autumn,  not  less  than  twelve  considerable,  and 
an  infinite  number  of  trifling  affairs,  took  place  be- 
tween the  moveable  columns  and  these  bands.  The 
latter  were  however  generally  beaten,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  only  the  Empecinado,  Dirran, 
Sanchez,  Longa,  Campillo,  Porlier,  and  Mina  re- 
tained their  reputation ;  while  the  country  people 
were  so  harassed,  that  counter  Partidas,  in  many 
places  assisted  the  French. 

The  situation  of  the  army  of  the  centre  enabled 
the  king  to  aid  Massena,  either  by  an  advance 
upon  the  Elga,  or  by  reinforcing,  or  at  least  sup- 
porting the  fifth  corps  in  Estremadura.  But  Joseph, 
troubled  by  the  Partidas  and  having  many  convoys 
to  protect,  would  not  stir.  He  was  averse  to  join 
any  of  the  marshals,  with  all  of  whom,  except  Mas^ 
sena,  he  was  on  ill  terms  ;  neither  were  his  relations 
with  Napoleon  such  as  to  induce  him  to  take  an  in-  Appendix^ 
terest  in  any  military  operations,  save  those  which  8^tk«'4. 
affected  the  immediate  security  of  his  court.  His 
poverty  was  extreme ;  he  was  surrounded  by  French 
and  Spanish  intriguers ;  his  plan  of  organizing  a 
national  party  was  thwarted  by  his  brother^s  regula- 
tions ;  ploti^  were  formed,  or  supposed  to  be  formed, 
against  his  person  ;  and  in  this  uneasy  posture,  the 
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^x?^  secondary  part  he  was  forced  to  sustain  combined 
-  with  his  natural  gentleness  which  shrunk  from  the 
terrible  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  devastation  conti- 
nually before  his  eyes,  rendered  his  situation  so  irk- 
some,  that  he  resolved  to  vacate  the  throne  and  re- 
tire to  France,  a  resolution  which  he  soon  afterwards 
partially  executed.  Such  being  the  course  of  affieurs 
in  the  northern  and  central  provinces,  it  remains  to 
trace  the  more  important  military  operations  at  the 
southern  horn  of  the  crescent,  where  the  allies  were 
most  favourably  situated  to  press  the  left  flank  of 
the  invaders. 

Sebastian]  was  peculiarly  exposed  to  a  harassing 
warfare,  because  of  the  city  of  Grenada  and  other 
towns  in  the  interior,  which  he  was  obliged  to  hold 
at  the  same  time  with  those  on  the  coast,  althoo^ 
the  two  districts  were  completely  separated  by  very 
rugged  mountains.  He  was  thus  forced  to  keep  a 
large  body  of  troops  in  the  stripe  of  country  border- 
ing the  Mediterranean,  although  it  was  continually 
menaced  on  tlje  one  flank  from  Gibraltar  and  the 
Spanish  camp  at  San  Roq^ie ;  on  the  other  by  the 
Murcian  army  ;  and  in  front  by  descents  upon  the 
coast,  against  which  from  the  shallowness  and  length 
of  their  position  the  troops  could  never  concentrate 
in  time.  Moreover  the  Murcian  army^  based  upon 
the  cities  of  Murcia  and  Carthagena,  menaced  alike 
the  coast  line  and  Grenada  ;  the  latter  by  the  route 
of  Baza  and  Guadix,  where  any  movement  was  sure 
to  occupy  the  French,  while  troops  landing  from 
Cadiz  or  Gibraltar  fell  upon  their  posts  along  the 
Mediterranean  coast. 

Sebastiani,  keeping  his  reserves  about  Grenada, 
where  he  had  entrenched  a  permanent  camp,  made 
sudden  incursions,  sometimes  against  the  Murcians, 
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sometimes  against  the  Spanish  forces  on  the  side  of 
Gibraltar ;  but  that  fortress  afforded  a  refuge  to  the  - 
patriots  on  one  flank,  and  Carthagena,  surrounded 
by  arid  lands  where  for  two  marches  no  water  is  to 
be  foundy  always  offered  a  sure  retreat  on  the  other. 
The  French  general's  principal  object  was  however 
to  gain  the  different  important  castles  on  the 
coast.  Estipona  and  Marbella  were  stifly  defended, 
and  the  latter  after  sustaining  many  attacks, 
was  only  reduced  on  the  9th  of  December,  when 
the  garrison  of  one  hundred  men  took  refuge  on 
board  the  Topaze  frigate.  But  Sebastiani's  hold  of 
these  towns,  and  even  the  security  of  his  troops 
along  the  coast,  depended  upon  the  preservation 
of  his  communications  across  the  mountains  with 
Grenada,  Chiclana,  and  Seville ;  and  this  was  a  diflS- 
cnlt  task  ;  for  general  Campbell  sent  British  officers 
into  the  Ronda  to  stir  up  and  lead  the  wild  moun- 
taineers of  that  district,  and  they  were  very  suc- 
cessful until  their  operations  were  marred  by  Lacy's 
misconduct. 

The  various  movements  and  insurrections  in 
Grenada  during  the  summer  of  1810  have  been 
already  noticed  ;  but  in  October,  general  Campbell 
and  admiral  Penrose  acting  in  concert  with  the 
governor  of  Ceuta,  renewed  the  design  of  sur- 
prising Malaga,  where  were  many  privateers  and 
a  flotilla  of  gun-boats  supposed  to  be  destined 
against  the  islands  near  Ceuta.  The  French  dep6t 
for  the  siege  of  Marbella,  then  in  progress,  being  at 
Fuengirola,  only  thirty  miles  from  Malaga,  an  attack 
there  was  sure  to  draw  the  troops  from  the  latter 
place ;  and  the  more  so  because  general  Valdemoro, 
commanding  the  Spanish  force  at  San  Roque,  en- 
gaged to  co-operate  on  the  side  of  Ronda. 
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g^«*ic-      On  the   1 3th  of  October,  captain  Hope  sailed 
c^i^poii-  from  Centa  with  the  Topaze,  a  divisicm  of  gan- 
M88.'      boats,    and    a    convoy  containing  a    brigade    of 
twelve-pounders,  sixty-five  gunners,  a  battalion  of 
the  eighty-ninth  regiment,  a  detachment  of  foreign 
deserters,  and   the  Spanish   imperial  regiment  of 
Toledo :  in  all  fifteen  hundred  men.     Lord  Blayney 
who  commanded  this  force,  was  directed  to  make  a 
false  attack  on  Fuengirola,  and  should  the  enemy 
come  out  from  Malaga,   he  was  to    sail   against 
that  place.      A  landing  was  effected  and   Sebas- 
tiani  instantly  marched,   leaving  only  three  hun- 
dred men  in   Malaga ;   lord  Blayney  was  as  in- 
stantly apprised   of   the    success    of  his  demon- 
stration,  yet   he  remained   two  days  cannonading 
the  castle  with  twelve-pounders,  after  the  heavier 
metal  of  the  gun-boats    and  of  the   frigate  had 
failed    to    make    any   impression   on     the    walls. 
During  this  time  his  dispositions  betrayed  the  ut- 
most contempt  of  military  rules.     On  the  second 
day,  while  he  was  on  board  a  gun-boat  himself,  the 
garrison,  which  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  men, 
having  descried  the  approach  of  Sebastiani's  co- 
lumn, made  a  sally,   took  the  battery,  and  drove 
the  British  part  of  the  investing  force  headlong  to- 
wards the  boats.     Lord   Blayney  landed,   rallied 
his    men  and   retook    the   artillery,    but  at  this 
moment   two  squadrons  of  French   cavalry  came 
up,  and   mistaking  them  for  Spaniards  he  ordered 
the  firing  to  cease  and  advanced   towards  them. 
He   was   immediately   made  prisoner,    his  troops 
again  fled   to  the  beach,  and  would  have  been  all 
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sabred  but  for  the  opportune  arrival  of  the  Rodney  chap. 
with  the  eighty-second  regiment,  the  flank  com- 


panies of  which  were  immediately  disembarked  and  octobeV. 
first  checked  the  enemy.  The  Spaniards,  un- 
touched by  the  panic,  regained  the  ships  regularly 
and  without  loss,  but  of  the  British,  two  officers 
and  thirty  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  one 
general,  seven  inferior  officers,  and  nearly  two 
hundred  Serjeants  and  privates  taken.  Thus  an 
expedition,  well  contrived  and  adequate  to  its 
object^  was  ruined  by  misconduct  and  terminated 
in  disaster  and  disgrace. 

Scarcely  was  this  affair  finished,  when  Valde- 
moro  and  the  marquis  of  Portasgo  appeared  in  the 
Ronda,  an  insurrection  commenced  at  Velez  Ma-; 
laga  and  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  Blake, 
who  had  returned  from  Cadiz  to  the  army  lu 
Murcia,  advanced  with  eight  thousand  men  to^ 
wards  CuUar  on  the  side  of  Baza.  General 
Campbell  immediately  furnished  money  to  Portasgo,  SSpwrt 
embarked  a  thousand  stand  of  arms  for  the  people  ^e^^T^ 
of  Valez  Malaga,  and  Penrose  sent  a  frigate  to  "**• 
cruize  along  the  coast.  But  Sebastiani,  now  re- 
lieved from  the  fear  of  a  coast  descent,  sooa 
quelled  this  insurrection  and  then  turned  against 
Blake.  This  general  had  been  held  in  check  by 
general  Rey  with  a  small  force,  and  when  Milhaud 
arrived  with  Sebastiani  s  cavalry,  he  retired  behind 
the  Almanzora  river,  but  was  overtaken  and  de- 
feated on  the  4th  of  November ;  his  army  then  dis- 
persed, and  as  a  contagious  fever  now  broke  out  at 
Carthagena  and  spread  along  the  coast  to  Gibraltar 
and  Cadiz,  operations  on  the  side  of  Murcia 
ceased. 
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BOOK        In  the  kingdom  of  Seville,  the  war  turned  chiefly 
upon  the  blockade  of  the  Isla  and  the  movements 


October,  of  the  Spanish  armies  in  Estremadura.  Provisions 
for  Cadiz  were  principally  drawn  from  the  Condado 
de  Neibla,  and  it  has  been  seen  that  CopoBs, 
aided  by  descents  from  the  ocean,  endeavoured  to 
secure  this  important  resource ;  but  neither  his 
efforts  nor  the  descents  would  have  availed,  if 
Ballesteros  had  not  also  co-operated  by  constantly 
menacing  Seville  from  Aracena  and  the  Arocbe 
mountains.  Neither  could  Ballesteros  have  main- 
tained the  war  there,  were  it  not  for  the  support 
of  Badajos  and  Olivenza ;  under  cover  of  which, 
Romana's  army  supported  his  line  of  operation, 
and  sent  him  at  times  some  military  supplies.  On 
the  possession  of  Badajos  therefore  the  supply  of 
Cadiz  chiefly  depended. 

Seville  was  the  heart  of  the  French  defensive 
system  in  Andalusia ;  Cadiz,  Estremadura,  an8  the 
Condado  de  Neibla  were  the  most  important  points 
of  offence.  The  want  of  provisions,  the  desire  to 
cut  off  the  Spanish  convoys,  or  the  sudden  irrup- 
tion of  troops  from  Cadiz  threatening  their  posts 
at  M oguer  and  Huelva,  alwavs  drew  them  towards 
the  coast;  the  enterprises  of  Ballesteros  brought 
them  towards  Aracena;  and  in  like  manner  the 
advance  of  Romana  towards  the  Morena  brought 
them  to  Estremadura.  But  Romana  had  wasted 
the  greater  part  of  the  latter  province,  and  as  the 
fifth  corps  alone  was  disposable,  either  for  offensive 
movements  in  Estremadura  or  for  the  d^ence  of 
the  country  around  Seville,  Soult  contented  bimsdf 
with  such  advantages  as  could  be  gained  by  sudden 
strokes  ;  in  which  view  he  frequently  sent  Mortier 
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across  the  mountains  to  prevent  the  Spaniards  from  <}hap. 
permanently  establishing  themselves  on  the  fron —         ■ 
tier  of  Andalusia. 

In  October,  Romana,  as  we  have  seen,  entered 
the  Lines  of  Torres  Vedras,  and  Mendizabal,  who 
remained  with  two  divisions,  finding  that  Mortier 
unconscious  of  Romana's  absence  had  retired  across 
the  Morena,  occupied  Merida.  He  wished  to 
establish  himself  in  the  yet  unwasted  country  about 
Uerena,  but  the  appearance  of  a  moveable  column 
on  the  frontier  of  La  Mancha  sent  him  back  to 
Badajos,  and  on  the  20th  of  November  he  united 
with  Ballesteros.  The  French  then  fortified  Gibra- 
leon  and  other  posts  in  the  Condado  de  Neibla, 
while  Girard's  division  re*appeared  at  Guadalca* 
nal,  and  being  joined  by  the  column  from  La 
Mancha  foraged  the  country  towards  Llerena. 
Mendizabal  immediately  advanced  to  Zafra  with 
nine  thousand  infantry  and  two  thousand  cavalry, 
including  Madden's  Portuguese  brigade,  but  mean- 
while Copons  being  totally  defeated  at  Castillejos  in 
the  Condado,  by  D'Aremberg,  retired  to  Puebla  de 
Gusman. 

At  Cadiz,  no  change  or  military  event  had 
occurred  after  the  afiair  of  Mats^orda,  save  the 
expeditions  against  Moguer  already  noticed,  and 
a  slight  attempt  of  the  Spaniards  against  the 
Chiclana  works  in  September ;  but  all  men's  hopes 
and  expectations  had  been  wonderfully  raised  by 
political  events  which  it  was  fondly  hoped  would 
secure  both  independence  and  a  good  constitution  to 
Spain.  After  two  years  of  intrigues  and  delay  the  Na- 
tional Cortes  had  assembled,  and  the  long  suppressed 
voice  of  the  people  was  at  last  to  be  heard.  Yet 
only  partially.    For  the  members  of  the  Cortes  could 
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^^K  not  be  legally  chosen  in  the  provinces  possessed 
-  by  the  enemy,  and  some  members  were  captured 
by  the  French  on  their  journey  to  Cadiz,  hence 
many  persons  unknown  even  by  name  to  their 
supposed  constituents  were  chosen.  A  new  prin- 
ciple of  election  was  also  adopted.  For  all  men 
twenty-five  years  old,  not  holding  office  or  pension 
under  the  government,  nor  incapacitated  by  crime, 
nor  by  debts  to  the  state,  nor  by  bodily  infirmity, 
were  eligible  to  sit  if  chosen,  which  had  never 
before  been  the  rule.  A  supplement  of  sixty-eight 
members  was  likewise  provided  to  supply  accidental 
vacancies ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  twenty-six  per- 
sons then  in  Spain,  natives  of  the  colonies,  should 
represent  those  dependencies. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  September  this  great 
assembly  met,  and  immediately  took  the  title  of 
Majesty.  It  declared  the  press  free  in  respect  of 
political  but  not  of  religious  matters ;  it  abolished 
some  of  the  provincial  Juntas,  re-appointed  cap- 
tains-general, and  proceeded  to  form  a  constitution 
worded  in  the  very  spirit  of  democracy.  These 
things,  aided  by  a  vehement  eloquence,  drew 
much. attention  to  the  proceedings  and  a  fresh  im- 
pulse seemed  given  to  the  war :  but  men  brought 
up  under  despotism  do  not  readily  attain  the 
fashions  of  liberty. 

The  Provincial  Junta,  the  Central  Junta,  the  Junta 
of  Cadiz,  the  Regency,  had  all  been  in  succession 
violent  and  oppressive  while  claiming  only  to  be 
popular  leaders.  This  spirit  did  not  desert  the 
Cortes.  Abstract  principles  of  liberty  were  freely 
promulgated,  yet  tyrannical  and  partial  proceedings 
were  of  common  occurrence;  and  their  reforma- 
tions, outstripping  the  feelings  and  understandings 
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of  the  nation,  weakened  the  main  springs  of  its  ^"j^p- 
resistance  to  the  French.  It  was  not  for  freedom,  ■■  ,^^, 
but  from  national  pride  and  religious  influence  that  sepu 
the  people  struck.  Liberty  had  no  attractions  for 
the  nobles,  nor  for  the  monastics,  nor  even  for  the 
merchants;  and  the  Cortes,  by  suppressing  old 
establishments  and  violating  old  forms  and  customs, 
shocked  those  very  prejudices  which  had  produced 
resistance  to  Napoleon.  And  nothing  beneficial  was 
given  in  return.  For  in  the  administration  of  the  ar- 
mies, the  conduct  of  the  war,  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  the  treatment  of  the  colonies,  there  was  as 
much  of  vanity  and  intrigue,  of  procrastination  negli- 
gence folly  and  violence  as  before.  Hence  the 
people  were  soon  discontented ;  and  when  the 
power  of  the  religious  orders  was  openly  attacked, 
by  a  proposition  to  abolish  the  inquisition,  the 
clergy  became  bitter  enemies  of  the  Cortes.  The 
great  cause  of  feudal  privileges  being  once  given 
up,  the  natural  tendency  of  the  Cortes  was  towards 
the  enemy ;  and  a  broad  line  of  distinction  was  thus 
drawn  between  the  objects  of  the  Spanish  and 
English  governments  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
Ere  the  contest  finished,  such  a  distemperature 
arose  between  them  as  would  inevitably  have 
thrown  the  whole  Peninsula  into  Napoleon's  hands, 
if  fortune  had  not  betrayed  him  to  the  snows  of 
Russia. 

The  Regency,  jealous  of  the  Cortes  and  little 
pleased  with  the  inferior  title  of  highness  accorded 
them,  were  far  from  partaking  of  the  republican 
spirit ;  and  so  anxious  to  check  any  tendency  to- 
wards innovation,  that  early  in  the  year*  they  had 
invited  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  command  the  pro- 
vinces bordering  on  France,  permitted  him  to  issue 
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^^^  proclamationsy  and  received  him  at  Cadiz  with  the 
-  honours  of  a  royal  prince :  for  their  intent  ¥ras  to 
oppose  his  authority  to  that  of  the  Local  Juntas  at 
the  moment,  and  finally  to  that  of  the  Cortes.  He 
had  touched  at  Taragona  and  had  been  well  received, 
but  at  Cadiz  the  people  regarded  him  with  indif- 
ference,  and  Mr.  Wellesley  opposed  his  stay,  be- 
cause lord  Wellington  judged  that  his  reception  in 
Spain  would  tend  to  render  the  Spanish  war  popular 
in  the  South  of  France;  the  English  miqistersto 
prevent  future  embarrassments  from  his  intrigues 
sent  him  a  verbal  invitation  to  reside  in  England ;  but 
this  he  did  not  accept,  the  Cortes,  aware  of  the  cause 
of  his  arrival,  obliged  him  to  quit  Spain.  Soon 
after  this  the  Regency  of  five  was  displaced  and 
one  of  three  appointed.  Joachim  Blake,  Grabriel 
Cisgar,  and  Pedro  Agar  were  the  men  chosen,  but 
during  the  absence  of  the  two  first,  substitutes 
were  provided,  and  one  of  them,  Palacios,  making 
some  difficulty  about  taking  the  oath  was  imme- 
diately declared  to  have  forfeited  the  confidence  of 
the  nation :  so  peremptorily  did  the  Cortes  pro- 
ceed. The  new  regents  were  not  more  pleased  with 
the  democratic  spirit  than  their  predecessors,  yet 
wishing  to  retain  the  power  in  their  own  hands, 
they  refused  to  listen  to  the  princess  of  Brazils' 
claim.  Thus  factions  sprung  up  on  every  side ;  for 
the  republicans  were  not  paramount  in  the  Cortes 
at  first,  and  the  majority  of  that  assembly  were  so 
subtilely  dealt  with  by  Pedro  Souza,  that  they 
privately  admitted  Carlotta's  claims  both  to  the 
succession  and  the  immediate  control  of  the  whole 
Peninsula. 

Don  Manuel  Lapefia  was  declared  captain-gene- 
ral of  Andalusia,  and  commander  of  the  forces  in 
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the  Isla.    He  was  subservient  to  the  views  of  the  ^■^^• 
Cortes,  and  the  new  Regency,  jealous  of  Romana's-TTjr — 
power,  removed  him  at  the  instigation  of  his  ene-  D«e«iiibtr, 
mies  in  Badajos  from  his  command  in  December, 
and  ordered  his  troops  to  separate  from  the  British 
forees  and  come  to  Cadiz.    The  conduct  of  those 
troops  I^d  been  very  tmsatisfactory,  but  numbers  Jfestaaifi 
were  so  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  Massena  in™*^' 
check,  that  lord  Wellington  sent  colonel  O'Neal  to 
remonstrate  with  the  Regency ;  and  as  he  plainly 
poved,  that  the  fall  of  Estremadura  and  total  losfif 
of  communication  with  the  interior  of  Spain  Would 
ensue,  a  momentary  respite  was  obtained. 

In  matters  relating  to  the  war  against  the  French 
or  to  the  administration  of  the  country,  the  Spanish 
leaders  were  incapable  of  acting  cordially  on  any 
wise  plan;  but  with  respect  to  the  colonies,  all 
parties  agreed  to  push  violence,  injustice,  cruelty, 
and  impdicy  to  their  utmost  bounds.  To  please 
the  British  government,  the  first  Regency  had 
published  a  decree  in  May,  permitting  the  South 
Americans  to  export  their  own  products  under 
certain  conditions.  This  legalizing  of  a  trade,^ 
which  could  not  be  suppressed,  and  which  was 
but  a  decent  return  to  England  for  her  assistance, 
gave  offence  to  the  Municipal  Junta  of  Cadiz ;  and 
its  resentment  was  so  much  dreaded  that  in  June 
the  Regency  disowned  their  own  decree  of  the  pre- 
vious month,  and  even  punished  the  printers  of  it 
tor  having  given  birth  to  a  forged  instrument. 
Exasperated  at  this  treatment,  the  colonists,  who 
had  resisted  all  the  intrigues  of  the  French  with  a 
firmness  and  singleness  of  purpose  very  displeasing 
to  the  government  in  Old  Spam,  for  the  latter  al- 
ways wished  to  have  them  ready  to  follow  in  their 
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MOK  wake,  openly  discovered  their  discontent,  and  then 
-  the  authorities  in  the  mother-country,  throwing  off 
the  mask  of  liberality  and  patriotism  exposed  their 
own  secret  views.  ^'  It  is  not  enough  that  Ame- 
ricans should  be  Spanish  subjects  now,  bat  that  in 
all  cases  they  should  belong  to  Spain,**  was  the 
proclamation  of  the  Regency,  in  answer  to  a  de- 
claration from  the  Caraccas  avowing  attachment  to 
the  cause  of  Ferdinand :  meaning,  that  if  Spain 
should  pass  under  the  power  of  the  usurper,  Ame- 
rica must  follow  as  having  no  right  to  decide  in  any 
case  for  herself. 

When  the  Cortes  met,  America  expected  some 
justice.  She  had  contributed  ninety  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  support  of  the  war,  and  many  of 
her  sons  had  served  zealously  in  person ;  she  had 
also  been  declared  an  integral  part  of  the  empire 
by  the  Central  Junta ;  and  her  deputies  were  now 
permitted  to  sit  in  the  great  National  Assembly. 
She  was  however  soon  made  to  understand,  that 
the  first  of  these  privileges  meant  eternal  slavery, 
and  that  the  second  was  a  mere  form.  ^'  The  Ame- 
ricans complain  of  having  been  tyrannized  over  for 
three  hundred  years !  they  shall  now  suflTer  for  three 
thousand  years/'  and  "  I  know  not  to  what  class 
of  beasts  the  Americans  belong :"  such  were  the 
expressions  heard  and  applauded  in  the  Cortes, 
when  the  rights  of  the  colonists  were  agitated  in 
that  assembly.  Better  to  give  Spain  to  Joseph  if 
America  be  retained,  than  to  save  Spain  if  America 
be  separated  from  her,  was  a  feeling  deeply  rooted 
in  every  Spanish  heart,  a  sentiment  covertly  ex- 
pressed in  many  public  documents,  and  openly 
acted  upon ;  for  when  repeated  insults,  treachery, 
and  violence,  had  driven  the  colonists  to  defend 
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their  rights  in  anus,  the  money  and  stores  supplied  ^^^^^ 
by  England  for  the  support  of  the  war  against  the ' 
French  were  applied  to  the  fitting  ont  of  expe- 
ditions against  America.  Thus  the  convocation  of 
the  National  Cortes»  far  from  improving  the  pos- 
ture of  affairs,  dried  up  the  chief  sources  of  revenue, 
weakened  the  army  in  the  field,  offended  many 
powerful  bodies  in  the  state,  involved  the  nation  in 
a  colonial  war,  and  struck  at  the  root  of  the  alliuice 
with  England. 

The  military  events  shall  be  noticed  in  the  next 
chapter. 
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Nw.  were  laboured  with  care.  Their  chain  of  forts  was 
perfected,  each  being  complete  in  itadf  with  dhcb 
and  palisades  and  a  week's  provisions;  the  bat^ 
teries  at  the  Trocadero  were  powerful,  the  flotillas 
at  San  Lucar  de  Barameda,  Santa  Maria,  Puerto 
Real,  and  Chiclaua,  were  ready  for  action.  Soult 
repaired  in  person  to  San  Lucar,  and  in  the  last 
night  of  October,  thirty  pinnaces  and  gun-boats 
slipping  out  of  the  Guadalquivir  eluded  the  allied 
fleet,  passed  along  the  coast  to  Rota,  and  from 
thence,  aided  by  shore  batteries,  fought  their  way 
to  Santa  Maria  and  the  San  Pedro.  But  to  avoid 
the  fire  of  the  fleet  and  forts  in  doubling  Mati^rda, 
the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  remembering  what  he  had 
formerly  effected  at  Campo  Saucos  on  the  Minho, 
transported  his  flotilla  on  rollers  overland,  and  in 
November,  one  hundred  and  thirty  armed  vessels 
and  transports  were  thus  assembled  in  the  Trocadero 
canal.  This  success  was  however  alloyed  by  the 
death  of  general  Senarmont,  an  artillery  officer  of 
the  highest  reputation. 

At  the  Trocadero  point  there  were  immense  bat- 
teries, and  some  notable  pieces  of  ordnance  in- 
vented by  colonel  Villantroys,  called  cannon-mor- 
tars. These  huge  engines,  one  of  which  now 
stands  in  St  James's  Park,  were  cast  at  Seville, 
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and  being  placed  in  slings  on  the  French  works,    ^^^• 
threw  projectiles  with  such  prodigious  force  as  to  ' 

range  over  Cadiz,  a  distance  of  more  than  five  »<>♦. 
thousand  yards.  But  to  obtain  this  flight  the 
shells  were  partly  filled  with  lead,  and  their  charge 
of  powder  was  too  small  for  an  effective  explo^ 
sion :  nevertheless  they  produced  alarm  in  the 
city»  and  were  troublesome  to  the  shipping.  But 
Soult's  real  design  was  to  ruin  by  a  superior  fire 
the  fort  of  the  Puntales,  then  to  pass  the  straits 
with  his  flotilla,  and  establish  his  army  between 
the  Isla  and  the  city ;  nor  viras  this  plan  chimerical, 
for  on  the  side  of  the  besieged  there  was  neither 
concert  nor  industry. 

Two  drafts,  made  in  August  and  September  by 
lord  Wellington,  had  reduced  Graham's  force  to  five 
thousand  men,  and  in  October  the  fever  broke  out 
in  Cadiz ;  but  as  Soult's  preparations  became  for- 
midable, reinforcements  were  drawn  from  Gibraltar 
and  Sicily,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  seven  thou- 
sand British,  Germans,  and  Portuguese,  were  still 
behind  the  Santi  Petri.  Hence  Graham  felt  confi- 
dent, 1^  That,  with  due  preparation,  he  could  main- 
tain the  Puntales  even  though  its  fire  should  be  si- 
lenced. 2\  That  Soult  must  establish  a  stronger 
flotilla  than  the  allies,  or  his  communication  with 
Matagorda  could  not  be  maintained.  3^.  That  the 
intercourse  between  the  army  in  Isla  and  the  gar- 
rison of  Cadiz  could  not  be  interrupted,  unless  the 
great  redoubt  of  the  Cortadura  was  lost. 

To  ensure  the  superiority  of  naval  means,  admiral 
Keats  drew  all  the  armed  craft  from  Gibraltar.     To 
secure  the  land  defence,  general  Graham  perseve*  Gnth«m'i 
ringly  urged  the  Regency  to  adopt  certain  plans,  fashes. 
and  he  was  warmly  seconded  by  sir  Henry  Wei- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


424  HISTORY  OF  THE 

^\ih     ^^^^y>  but  neither  their  entreaties  nor  the  imoii- 

•Tjjr —  nence  of  the  danger  could  overcome  the  apathy  of 

^•el    the  Spaniards.    Their  troops  were  wanting  in  dis- 

cipline,  clothing,  and  equipments,  and  only  sixteen 

thousand  men  of  all  arms  were  effective  on  a  mu8te^ 

roll  of  twenty-three  thousand.     The  labour  of  the 

British  troops,  far  from  being  assisted,  was  vexa* 

tiously  impeded,  and  it  was  the  end  of  December 

No^n^^'  before  Graham,  after  many  altercations,  could  even 

Section!  1,  obtain  leave  to  put  the  interior  line  of  the  Corta- 

dura  in  a  state  of  defence,  although  the  enemy 

might  by  a  sudden  descent  enter  it  in  the  rear  and 

cut  off  the  army  in  the  Isla  from  the  city.    The 

duke  of  Dalmatias  preparations  for  an  attack  were 

now  nearly  ready  and  the  result  was  to  be  dreaded, 

but  the  events  in  Portugal  suddenly  stopped  his 

progress. 

When  Massena  had  passed  the  frontier,  his  com- 
n)unications  with  France  became  so  uncertain  that 
the  emperor's  principal  source  of  information  was 
through  the  English  newspapers.  Foy  brought  the 
first  exact  intelligence  of  the  pc^sture  of  affidrs.  It 
was  then  that  the  army  of  the  north  was  directed  to 
support  the  army  of  Portugal,  and  the  ninth  corps 
was  made  a  component  part  of  the  latter ;  the  prLnce 
of  Esling  was  enjoined  to  hold  fast  between  San- 
tarem  and  the  Zezere,  to  besiege  Abrantes,  and  if 
forced  to  retreat  momentarily,  he  was  still  to  keep  his 
bridges  and  protecting  works  on  the  Zezere  with  a 
view  to  a  renewed  invasion  from  Castello  Branco. 
He  was  also  instructed  to  expect  Soult  who  had 
been  several  times  commanded  to  move  through  the 
The  King's  Alemtejo  to  his  assistance,  and  was  now  censured  by 
dcice?^''*  Napoleon  for  suffering  Romana  to  join  Wellington 
vluoril.*' unmolested,  when  he  ought  to  have   been  closely 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  425 

followed  by  the  fifth  corps.     The  emperor  seems   ^^,^*** 
eveu  to  have  contemplated  the  evacuation  of  An-  ■  .g^Q    ' 
dalusia  and  the  concentration  of  the  whole  army  of  « ^««« 
the  south  on  the  Tagus,  a  project  that  would  have 
strengthened  rather  than  weakened  the  French  in 
the  Peninsula^  because  it  was  more  important  to 
crush  the  regular  warfare  in  Portugal,  than  to  hold 
any  particular  province. 

Massena's  instructions  reached  him  in  due  time, 
Soult's  were  intercepted  by  the  Guerillas,  and  the 
dupUcates  did  not  arrive  before  the  end  of  De- 
cember. This  delay  at  such  an  important  crisis 
shews  that  thirty  thousand  additional  men  would 
scarcely  have  compensated  for  the  uncertainty  of 
the  French  communications.  When  they  did  reach 
him  the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  forced  to  postpone  his 
designs  against  Cadiz,  repaired  to  Seville,  carrying 
with  him  Latour  Maubourg's  cavalry  and  five  thou- 
sand infantry  of  the  first  corps*  The  instructions 
neither  prescribed  a  line  of  movement  nor  enjoined 
any  specific  operation.  The  prince  of  Esling  was 
to  communicate  his  plan,  to  which  Soult's  was  to  be 
subordinate ;  but  no  certain  intelligence  even  of 
Massena's  early  proceedings  had  reached  Seville, 
and  such  were  the  precautions  of  lord  Wellington, 
such  the  activity  of  the  Partidas,  that  from  the  time 
Soult  quitted  Cadiz  until  his  operation  terminated, 
no  communication  could  be  effected  between  the 
two  marshals,  and  each  acted  in  perfect  ignorance 
of  the  plans  and  situation  of  the  other. 

The  duke  of  Dalmatia  did  not  know  of  Romana's  Manhai 
march,  but  he  excused  himself  well  for  not  following  com/pon- 
him  ;  Mendizabal  had  remained  with  considerable  mssV 
forces,  and  five  fortresses  were  in  the  allies'  posses- 
sion on  the  frontier ;  these  he  dared  not  leave  be- 
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^^  hind.  Even  now,  considering  that  Sebaatiani's 
.jgii  hands  were  full,  that  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  miirt 
JuMfy.  be  maintained,  and  Seville  protected  from  the  Spa- 
niards in  the  Neibla  and  at  Araoefia,  he  judged 
that  he  could  not  draw  off  more  than  twenty  thou* 
sand  men  from  Andalusia ;  and  with  such  a  force  be 
dared  not  penetrate  to  the  Tagus,  leaving  OKveDza 
and  Badajos  on  his  rear ;  Ballesteros  also  was  sure 
to  join  Mendizabal  and  act  upon  his  communica- 
tions ;  and  Romana  alone,  without  counting  Hill's 
troops,  could,  he  supposed,  bring  ten  thousand  men 
back  against  his  front;  he  therefore  demanded 
leave  to  besiege  the  fortresses  before  he  marched 
upon  the  Tagus*  While  awaiting  this  answer  he 
took  order  for  the  siege  of  those  places  and  for  the 
security  of  Andalusia  during  his  absence.  Des- 
solW  division  had  been  recalled  to  form  the  army  of 
the  centre,  and  general  Godinot's  took  its  place  at 
Cordoba.  A  column  of  observation  was  posted 
under  general  Digeon  at  Ecija ;  Seville,  entrenched 
on  the  side  of  Neibla,  was  given  over  to  general 
Daricau,  and  a  detachment  under  Remond  was 
posted  at  .Gibraleon.  The  expeditionary  army, 
consisting  of  sixteen  thousand  infiamtry,  inclndiDg 
artillery  sappers  and  miners,  and  about  four  thou* 
sand  cavalry  with  fifty-four  guns,  was  assembled 
on  the  2d  January.  An  equipage  of  siege,  a  light 
pontoon  train,  and  seventeen  hundred  carts  for 
stores  and  provisions,  were  also  prepared  :  and  his 
King  Jo.  administration  was  now  so  efficient,  that  he  ordered 
^^pon.  a  levy  of  five  thousand  young  Spaniards^  called 
Ms!'  ^^  escopeteros''  (fuzileers)  to  maintain  the  police  of 
the  province. 
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souit'b  first  expedition  to  ebtrkmadura. 

Mortier,  moviBg  from  Guadalcanal,  entered  Zafra  ^^i\^' 
OD  tlie  5th  January,  whereupon  Mendizabal  retired  - 
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to  Merida,  and  Ballesteros,  obeying  orders  from  the  Junuy- 
R^penoy,  passed  over  the  mountains  to  Frejenal. 
But  winter  tempests  raged,  the  French  convoy 
which  moved  on  Aracena,  was  overwhelmed  by 
storms,  and  detained  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains :  to 
protect  it  and  to  drive  Ballesteros  from  Frajenal, 
Gazan  was  sent  from  Zafra ;  but  the  Spanish  leaders, 
as  well  those  in  Estremadura  as  in  Cadiz,  were  all 
this  time  ignorant  of  Soult's  intentions.  Some  as- 
serted that  he  was  going  to  pass  the  Tagus  at  AI* 
maraz,  others  that  his  object  was  only  to  crush 
Ballesteros.  Lord  Wellington  alone  divined  the 
truths  and  it  was  he  who  first  gave  Mendizabal  Appendix, 
aottce,  that  the  French  were  assembling  at  Seville :  sec.  die. 
m  destitute  of  intelltgenoe  and  of  military  know- 
ledge  w^^e  the  Spaniards,  But  when  the  French 
broke  into  Estremadura,  terror  and  confusion  spread 
fsr  and  wide«  Badajoe  waa  iU-provisioned,  Albur- 
qaerque  thoi^h.  garrisoned  was  in  ruios,  Olivenza 
aearly  dismantled;  and  in  the  midst  ol  all  this 
di4order>  Ballerteros  viras  suddenly  drawn  off  towards 
the  Condada  de  Neibla  by  the  Regency,  who  thus 
cbprived  Estremadura  of  half  its  defenders  at  the 
moment  of  invasioii. 

Lord  WeUington  had  tidvtseds  that  the  troops 
d^uld  be  concentrated^  the  accessible  bridges  over 
the  GfiAadiiaika  mined  for  destruction,  and  the  passage 
of  that  river  disputed  to  gsan  time ;  but  these  things 
being  neglected,  an  advanced  guard  of  cavalry 
alone  carried  die   bridge  of  Merida  on  the  6th. 
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^xn^  Soult  then  turned  upon  Olivenza  with  the  infantry, 
— — —  and  while  Latour  Maubourg's  dragoons  held  Mea- 
janaarV.  dizabal  in  check  on  the  side  of  Badajos,  Briche's 
light  horsemen  collected  cattle  on  the  side  of  Estre- 
roadura.  Gazan's  division,  still  posted  near  Frejenal, 
protected  the  march  of  the  artillery  and  convoy,  and 
La  Houssaye's  brigade,  belonging  to  the  anny  of 
the  centre,  marched  from  Truxillo  against  the  Par- 
tidas  and  scoured  the  banks  of  the  Tagus  from 
Arzobispo  to  Alcantara. 


FIRST   SIEGE    OF    OLIVEVZA. 

This  place,  although  regularly  fortified  with  nine 
bastions  a  covered  way  and  some  unfinished  rave- 
lins, was  incapable  of  a  good  defence.  With  an  old 
breach  slightly  repaired,  very  few  g^s  mounted, 
and  commanding  no  passage  of  the  Guadiana,  it 
was  of  little  importance  to  the  Frendb ;  but  it  con- 
tained four  thousand  troops  and  it  was  therefore  of 
some  consequence  to  reduce  it.  Lord  Wellington 
had  pressed  Romana  to  destroy  the  defences  entirely, 
or  to  furnish  the  place  with  good  means  of  resist- 
ance :  the  marquis  decided  on  the  former,  but 
Mendizabal  slighting  his  orders,  had  thrown  his 
best  division  into  the  place. 

It  was  invested  on  the  11th.  An  abandoned  out- 
work, three  hundred  and  forty  yards  south  of  the 
town,  was  taken  possession  of  the  first  night,  and 
breaching  and  counter-batteries  for  eight  and  six 
guns  were  marked  out.  The  trenches  being  opaned 
on  the  west,  approaches  were  carried  on  by  the 
flying  sap  against  the  old  breach;  but  the  rains 
were  heavy  and  continual,  the  scarcity  of  entrench- 
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iug-tools  great,  and  it  was  not  until  the  18th,  when   chap. 
the  head  of  the  great  French  convoy  had  passed 
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the  mountains,  that  the  works  could  be  properly  Jmuaiy. 
advanced. 

On  the  19th  the  covered  way  was  crowned  ;  the 
20th  the  breaching  batteries  opened  their  fire,  two 
mortars  threw  shells  into  the  town,  and  a  globe  of 
compression  was  prepared  to  blow  in  the  counter- 
scarp. In  the  evening,  Mendizabal  skirmished  unsuc- 
cessfully with  Latour  Maubourg^s  horsemen  cover- 
ing the  siege,  and  on  the  2 1st  the  mine  was  com- 
pleted and  preparations  made  for  the  passage  of  the 
ditch.  The  Spanish  general,  unable  from  the  ab- 
sence of  Ballesteros'  division  to  relieve  Olivenza, 
now  demanded  succour  from  Romana.  He  was  ill 
but  he  sent  Carlos  D'Espaiia  with  two  thousand  men 
from  Abrantes  the  18th,  and  general  Virues,  with 
his  own  division  from  Cartaxo  the  20th.  The 
21st,  the  governor  of  Olivenza  was  informed  of  this» 
and  replied  that  he  would  maintain  the  place  to  the 
last  moment ;  yet  he  capitulated  the  next  day,  having 
still  provisions,  ammunition,  eighteen  guns,  and  French 
four  thousand  one  hundred  effective  soldiers.  The  Jonmai  of 
prisoners  were  immediately  sent  to  Cordoba,  es-  wEs!  **"* 
corted  by  a  regiment,  and  on  the  26th  Soult  marched 
i^inst  Badajos. 

Meanwhile  Ballesteros  advanced  upon  Neibla, 
but  being  followed  by  Gazan,  was  overtaken  at 
Castillejos  on  the  28th,  and  after  a  sharp  battle, 
driven  over  the  Guadiana  into  Portugal  with  the 
loss  of  fifteen  hundred  prisoners  besides  killed  and 
wounded :  his  artillery  was  saved  in  the  castle  of 
Paymigo,  the  infantry  took  refuge  at  Alcontin  and 
Mertola.  Ballesteros'  force  was  thus  in  a  few  days 
reduced  by  three  thousand  men,  and  that  nothing 
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^xu^   might  be  left  to  alarm  the  French  in  that  qmurtey 
•  the  Regency  recalled  Copons'  force  to  Cadir    In 
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iauuy.  this  manner  a  fortress  was  taken,  and  tweWe 
thousand  men,  who  well  employed  might  have 
frustrated  the  French  designs  against  Badajos, 
were  dispersed,  withdrawn,  or  made  prisoners  in 
twenty  days  after  the  commencement  of  Sonlt's  ex- 
pedition. 

For  many  months  previous  to  these  erents  lord 
Wellington  had  strived  to  teach  the  Spanish  com- 
manders there  was  but  one  safe  mode  of  proceeding 
in  Estremadura,  and  Romana  had  just  yielded  to 
his  counsels  when  the  sudden  arrival  of  the  Frencb 
threw  every  thing  into  confusion ;  but  the  defence 
of  the  Gttadiana,  the  dismantling  of  Olivenza  and 
the  concentration  of  the  armies  were  all  neglected. 
Romana,  as  we  have  seen,  sent  his  divisions  towards 
the  frontier  and  they  reached  Montemar  the  22d,  hot 
the  23d  they  received  Mendizabals orders  to  halt,  u 
Olivensa  had  surrendered,  and  the  24th  Romana  died 
of  an  aneurism  in  the  heart*  He  was  a  wordiy 
man  and  of  quick  parts,  although  deficient  in  mili^ 
tary  talent.  His  death  was  a  great  loss,  yet  his  in- 
fluence was  on  the  wane ;  he  had  many  enemies,  and 
his  authority  was  chiefly  sustained  by  the  attachment 
of  his  troops,  and  by  his  riches,  for  his  estates  being 
in  the  Balearic  Isles  his  revenues  did  not  suffer  by 
the  war. 

Mendizabal  now  commanded  in  Estremadursu 
He  had  received  Romana's  orders  to  adopt  lord 
Wellington's  plan.  This  was  to  concentrate  all 
the  Spanish  troops,  amounting  to  at  least  ten  thou- 
sand men,  on  the  frontier,  and  before  the  enemy 
appeared  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Guadiana,  to 
occupy  a  certain  position  of  great  natural  strengdi 
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cloBe  to  Badajos  ;  the  right  was  to  touch  the  fort  of   chap. 
St  Christoval,  the   front   to  be   covered  by   the* 
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Gebora  river  and  the  Guadiana ;   the  fortress  of  Jwmuj. 
Campo  Mayor  was  to  be  immediately  in  rear  of  the 
left,  and  Elvas  behind  the  centre.     When  Mendi- 
zabal  should  be  entrenched  on  this  position,   and 
a  strong  garrison  in  Badajos,  the  English  general 
thought  Soult  could  not  invest  or  even  straighten 
the  communications  of  the  town  ;    yet  knowing 
well  the  people  he  dealt  with,   he  prophetically 
observed,    *' with    soldiers    of  any    other    «tf<io«  Appendix, 
success  is  certairij  but  no  calculation  can  be  made  s««-  6* 
of  any  operation  in  which  Spanish  troops  are  en^ 
gagedr 

When  Olivenza  fell,  a  small  garrison  was  in 
Alburquerque,  another  in  Valencia  d' Alcantara; 
Carlos  d'Espana  was  in  Campo  Mayor,  and  Virues 
was  with  Romana's  divisions  at  Montemor.  When 
Soult  drove  back  the  out-posts  of  Badajos  on  the 
26th,  Mendizabal  shut  himself  up  with  six  thousand 
men  in  that  fortess ;  but  though  a  siege  had  been 
expected  for  a  year,  the  place  was  unprovisioned.  It 
was  still  possible  to  execute  the  English  general*s 
plan,  yet  no  Spaniard  moved,  and  on  the  27th, 
Latour  Mauboui^,  crossing  the  Guadiana  at  Merida, 
forded  the  Qebora  and  cut  off  the  communications 
with  Campo  Mayor  and  Elvas. 


FRENCH    SIEGE    OF    BADAJOS. 

This  city  stands  on  a  tongue  of  land  at  the  con* 
flnence  of  the  Guadiana  with  the  Rivillas.  The 
first  is  a  noble  river  five  hundred  yards  broad,  the 
second  a  trifling  stream.     A  rock,  one  hundred  feet 
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^xn^    high  and  crowned  by  an  old  castle,  overhangs  the 

meeting  of  the  waters.     The  town,  spreading  out 

jaQMiy*  like  a  fan  as  the  land  opens  between  the  rivers,  is 
protected  by  eight  regular  curtains  and  bastions, 
from  twenty-three  to  thirty  feet  in  height,  with  good 
counterscarps,  covered  way  and  glacis.  On  the  left 
bank  of  the  Guadiana  the  outworks  were,  P.  the 
Lunette  of  San  Roque,  covering  a  dam  and  sluice 
on  the  Rivillas  by  which  an  inundation  could  be 
made  ;  2^.  an  isolated  redoubt,  called  the  Picurina, 
situated  beyond  the  Rivillas,  and  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  town;  3®.  the  Pardaleras,  a  defective 
crown-work,  central  between  the  Lower  Guadiana 
and  the  Rivillas  and  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
ramparts. 

On  the  right  bank  of  the  Guadiana  a\ill  crowned 
by  the  regular  fort  of  San  Christoval  three  hundred 
feet  square  overlooked  the  interior  of  the  castle; 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  down  the  stream,  the 
bridge,  six  hundred  yards  in  length,  was  protected 
by  a  bridge-head,  slightly  connected  with  San  Chris- 
toval but  commanded  on  every  side. 

Soult  constructed  a  ferry  on  the  Guadiana,  above 
the   confluence  of  the  Gebora,  and  opened  three 
attacks  against  the  town  the  28th,  two  on  the  side 
of  Picurina  the  other  on  that  of  the  Pardaleras.  The 
29th  and  30th  slight  sallies  were  repulsed,  but  tem- 
pestuous weather  spoiled  the  French  works ;  Gazan's 
division  was  distant,  the  infantry  before  the  place 
conqu&to   were  few,  and  on  the  30th,  the  garrison  making  a 
intie,  par*"  vigorous  sally  from  the  Pardaleras,  killed  or  wounded 
Lapi^e.    sixty  men  and  cleared  the  trenches ;  some  of  the 
Spanish  cavalry  also,  gliding  round  the  left  of  the 
French  parallel  sabred  several  of  their  engineers 
and  sappers  and  then  retired. 
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In  the  night  of   the  second  a  violent  tempest  chap. 
flooded  the  Rivillas,  carried  away  all  the  French 


1811. 

bridges,  drowned  men  and  horses,  damaged  the  Febmaij. 
depots,  and  reduced  the  besiegers  to  the  greatest  ^i^^j^^ 
distress ;  and  the  next  morning  the  Spaniards,  sally-  ^^l^f' 
ing  from  the  Pardaleras,  killed  or  wounded  eighty 
men  and  ruined  part  of  the  parallel.     The  cavalry 
employed  in  the  investment  could  not  now  forage, 
the  convoys  only  came  in  by  detachments,  scarcity 
was  felt  in  the  camp  and  the  rigour  of  the  winter 
bivouacs  caused  sickness.     G^zan  arrived  with  his 
troop  on  the  3d,  but  the  French  cavalry  was  with-  Lord  wei- 
drawn  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Guadiana  in  con-  coS^p^n- 
sequence  of  the  severe  weather,  the  Spanish  commu-  mss!' 
nication  with  Elvas  was  re-established,  and  Mendiz- 
abal  called  all  the  divisions  from  Portugal  to  his  as- 
sistance :  Virues  immediately  marched  upon  Elvas, 
Carlo  d'Espaiia,   and   Madden   united   at   Campo  Mrstaart't 
Mayor,  and  even  Julian  Sanchez  brought  down  his  SssT' 
Partida  from  Upper  Estremadura  to  the  Tagus. 

In  the  night  of  the  5th,  Mendizabal  repaired  to 
Elvas  and  took  the  command  of  Virues'  divisions. 
He  passed  the  Caya  the  next  morning,  and  being 
joined  on  his  march  by  the  troops  from  Campo 
Mayor,  pushed  the  few  French  cavalry  posts  still  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Guadiana  over  the  Gebora : 
Madden's  Portuguese  even  crossed  that  river  and  cap- 
tured some  baggage  beyond.  But  the  French  being 
reinforced  soon  returned  and  though  still  inferior  in 
number  forced  Madden  to  recross  the  stream  and 
killed  many  of  his  rear-guard  ;  the  Spanish  cavalry 
which  was  in  reserve,  seeing  this  fled  shamefully, 
and  meanwhile  the  infantry  entered  Badajos;  for 
Mendizabal,  again  neglecting  lord  Wellington's 
counsel,  instead  of  taking  the  strong  position  behind 

VOL.  in.  2  F 
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BOOK   the  Qebora  resolved  to  raise  the  siege  by  a 

Yet  he  delayed  the  execution  until  next  morning,  at 

Pebnia^y.  the  risk  of  being  shut  up  in  Badajos  with  his  whole 
army ;  and  this  would  inevitably  have  happened  if 
a  greater  body  of  the  French  cavalry  had  passed  the 
Gebora  in  pursuit  of  the  beaten  horsemen. 

Badajos  now  contaiAed  sixteen  thousand  fighting 
men,  and  the  projected  sally  was  made  with  great 
vigour  by  Carrera  and  Carlos  d'Espana;  for 
breaking  out  on  the  Picurina  side  with  five  thousand 
in&ntry  and  three  hundred  cavalry,  with  one  burst 
they  carried  all  the  trenches  and  batteries.  The 
soldiers  fought  with  surprising  ardour,  but  the  ge- 
nerals, unworthy  to  command  such  soldiers,  bad 
forgotten  even  to  provide  the  means  of  spiking  the 
g^ns  when  taken :  the  whole  operation  was  mis- 
managed and  when  Mortier  fell  with  his  reserves 
upon  the  front  and  flank  of  the  column,  it  was 
driven  back  in  disorder  with  a  loss  of  six  hundred 
killed  and  wounded.  It  was  a  hard  struggle  for 
the  French  lost  several  engineers  and  four  hun- 
dred men ;  but  while  the  action  was  being  fought 
Latour  Maubourg's  cavalry  had  occupied  the  ground 
between  the  Gebora  and  the  Caya,  and  again  cut 
the  Spanish  communication  with  Elvas  and  Campo 
Mayor.  He  was  however  too  weak  to  maintain  himself 
there,  and  Madden  forced  him  to  repass  the  Gebora 
on  the  9th.  Mendizabal  then  gave  up  Badajos  again 
to  the  care  of  the  governor  Rafael  Menacho  and 
pitched  his  own  camp  round  San  Christoval. 

Some  days  previous  to  these  events  the  French 
had  bombarded  the  place,  a  proceeding  only  mis- 
chievous to  themselves ;  for  the  inhabitants  fled  in 
great  numbers  to  avoid  the  danger,  leaving  behind 
them  provisions  which  enabled  Menacho  to  feed  his 
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garrison  without  difficulty.  But  Soult  now  seeing  the  '^^^i^' 
great  numbers  and  the  real  resources  of  the  Spa-  ^"J^ — 
niards  if  their  generals  had  known  how  to  use  them,  Februaiy. 
began  to  fear  lest  delay  should  produce  a  change  of 
commanders  or  of  system,  and  to  forestal  the  danger 
resolved   to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis.     In  this  view 
he  stormed  the  Pardaleras  on  the  1 1th  ;  on  the  12th 
he  sent  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  across  the  Guadianato 
Montijo,  and  the  14th,  he  threw  shells  into  the  camp 
about  Christoval,  which  obliged  Mendizabal  to  re- 
move from  the  heights  in  front  of  that  fort. 

Meanwhile,  the  knowledge  that  Castanos  was  ap- 
pointed captain-general  of  Estremadura  created  the 
greatest  anger  amongst  Romana's  soldiers.     They 
had  long  considered  themselves  independent  of  the 
central  government,  and  in  this  mood,  although  the 
position  behind  the  Gebora  was  at  last  occupied  as 
recommended  by  lord  Wellington,  no  attention  was 
paid  to  military  discipline.     The  English  general  Appendix, 
had  expressly  advised  Mendizabal  to  increase  theseaion2. 
great  natural  strength  of  this  position  with  entrench- 
ments ;  his  design  being  that  the  Spaniards,  whom 
he  thought  quite  unequal  to  open  field  operations,  Lord  wd- 
should  have  an  impregnable  post  from  whence  they  iwdTu** 
could  safely  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  town,  and  yet  m^*' 
preserve  a  free  communication  with  the  Alemtejo, 
until  the  arrival  of  his  own  reinforcements,  which  he 
expected  in  the  latter  end  of  January,  should  enable 
him  to  raise  the  siege.     Mendizabal,  with  the  arro- 
gance peculiar  to  his  nation,  rejected  this  counsel. 
He  hung  twelve  days  on  the  heights  of  Christoval 
in  a  torpid  state  ;  and  when  driven  thence  by  the 
French  shells,  he  merely  destroyed  a  small  bridge 
over  the  Gebora,  neither  casting  up  entrenchments, 
nor  keeping  a  guard  in  his  front,  nor  disposing  his 

2f2 
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^in'^   men  with  care.     Soult  observing  these  things,  sud- 


1811. 
February. 


denly  leaped  upon  him. 


BATTLE   OF    THE    GEBORA. 

The  Guadiana  and  the  Gebora  rivers  covered  the 
Spanish  position,  yet  this  did  not  deter  the  dake  of 
Dalmatia  from  attempting  to  pass  both  and  surprise 
the  camp  ;  and  first,  to  deprive  Mendizabal  of  the 
aid  of  San  Christoval,  and  to  create  a  diversion, 
the  French  mortar-batteries  again  threw  shells  on 
the  17th.  The  great  swell  of  the  rivers  would 
not  permit  the  main  operation  to  be  commenced 
before  the  evening  of  the  18th,  but  on  that  day  the 
cavalry  drew  down  the  right  bank  of  the  Guadiana 
from  Montijo,  and  the  artillery  and  infantry  crossed 
at  the  French  ferry,  four  miles  above  the  confluence 
of  the  Gebora.  And  the  combinations  were  so  ex- 
actly executed,  that  precisely  as  the  day  broke  on  the 
19th,  five  thousand  infantry  and  three  thousand  ca- 
valry were  formed  in  order  of  battle  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Guadiana. 

The  Gebora  was  still  to  be  passed,  and  behind 
it  the  Spaniards  had  ten  thousand  infantry,  a  con- 
siderable artillery,  and  two  thousand  cavalry, 
besides  many  armed  followers  of  the  camp  ;  the 
whole  number  not  being  less  than  fifteen  thousand. 
But  a  thick  mist  covered  the  country,  no  Spanish 
posts  were  in  advance,  and  Soult  riding  through 
the  French  ranks  and  exhorting  the  soldiers  to  fight 
manfully  commenced  the  passage  of  the  Gebora ; 
the  cavalry  forded  five  miles  up  the  stream,  the 
infantry  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  broken  bridge. 
Some    random    shots    fired  by  the    French    guns 
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gave  Mendizabal  the  first  alarm,   and  though  the   ^^j^^- 
mist  still  hid  all  things,  the  clamour  amongst  the  — — — 
Spanish  multitude  when  the  cannon  first  opened  Febnuxy. 
indicated  their  surprise,  whereupon  Mortier,  acting 
under  Soult,  rapidly  formed  the  line  of  battle. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  fog  cleared  away,  and  the 
first  beams  of  the  sun  and  the  certainty  of  victory 
flashed  together  on  the  French  soldiers.  For  their 
horsemen  were  already  around  the  Spanish  left, 
while  in  the  centre,  infantry  cavalry  and  guns 
heaped  together,  were  waving  to  and  fro  in  dis- 
order, and  the  right  having  fallen  away  from  San 
Christoval  was  unsupported.  In  a  few  moments, 
general  Girard  placed  three  battalions  between  the 
Spanish  army  and  the  fort,  the  artillery  roared,  and 
the  French  bore  forward  as  one  man  to  the  attack. 
Six  battalions  pressed  on  the  front,  Girard  moved 
against  the  right,  the  cavalry  charged  the  left, 
the  Spaniards  instinctively  crowded  in  disorder  upon 
their  own  centre  and  there  for  some  time  they  re- 
sisted by  their  inert  force;  but  the  French  infantry 
closed  with  a  destroying  musquetry,  the  horsemen 
spurred  in  with  loose  bridles,  and  the  huge  quiver- 
ing mass  was  divided  and  slaughtered.  The  cavalry 
fled  outright,  and  even  Madden's  Portuguese,  dis- 
regarding alike  his  exhortations  and  example, 
shamefully  turned  their  backs. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  fight  was  over.  Virues  was  Appendix, 
taken,  Mendizabal  and  Carrera  escaped  with  diflSi-  se^^  a. 
culty,  Espana  alone  made  an  orderly  retreat  to 
Campo  Mayor  with  two  thousand  men ;  a  few 
reached  Elvas,  three  thousand  got  into  Badajos  by 
the  bridge,  and  nine  hundred  bodies  strewed  the  field. 
Eight  thousand,  including  armed  followers,  were 
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^xn^   made  prisoners,  and  all  the  g^ns,  colours,  muskets, 
ammunition,  baggage,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
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rebniwy.  It  was  a  disastrous  and  a  shameful  defeat.  In  the 
depth  of  winter,  Soult,  with  a  small  force,  had 
passed  two  difficult  rivers,  carried  a  strong  position, 
and  annihilated  an  army  which  had  been  two  years 
in  constant  service.  Mendizabal,  instead  of  de- 
stroying the  bridge  over  the  Gebora,  should  have 
cast  others,  that  he  might  freely  pass  to  attack  the 
French  while  crossing  the  Guadiana;  he  should 
have  opposed  them  again  in  passing  the  Grebora ; 
or  he  might  have  gone  through  Badajos,  and  fallen 
on  the  troops  in  the  trenches  with  his  whole  army, 
while  Soult  was  still  entangled  between  the  rivers. 
In  the  evening  after  the  action  the  French  cast 
up  entrenchments  and  posted  three  battalions  and 
the  heavy  cavalry  on  the  important  position  they 
had  gained.  The  next  day  the  works  of  the  siege 
were  renewed  with  greater  activity,  but  the  diffi- 
culty of  Soult's  undertaking  was  rendered  apparent 
by  his  victories.  The  continual  rains  interrupted  the 
arrival  of  his  convoys  and  obliged  him  to  employ  a 
number  of  men  at  a  great  distance  to  gather  provi- 
sions ;  nearly  two  thousand  had  been  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  two  sieges  and  in  this  battle,  many 
also  were  sick  and  Badajos  was  still  powerful.  The 
body  of  the  place  was  entire.  The  garrison  was 
nine  thousand  strong,  and  by  the  flight  of  the  inha- 
bitants well  provided  with  food,  and  there  was  no 
want  of  other  stores :  the  governor  was  resolute 
and  confident ;  the  season  was  rigorous  for  the  be- 
siegers; no  communication  had  been  yet  opened 
with  Massena ;  and  lord  Wellington,  in  momentary 
expectation  that  his   reinforcements  would  arrive, 
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was  impatient  to  bring  on  a  crisis.    Meanwhile,  the  ^^^• 
duke  of  Dalmatia's  power  in   Andalusia  was  me-    ^^^ 
naced  in  the  most  serious  manner.  Peb«i»ry. 


CONTINUATION   OF   THB  BLOCKADE    OF   CADIZ. 

When  general  Graham  knew  of  Soult's  departure  offieui 
from  Chiclana,  and  that  the  fifth  corps  had  alsoofMiuury 
quitted  Seville,  he  undertook,  in  concert  with  the  mss. 
Spaniards,  to  drive  Victor  out  of  his  lines.  In  this 
view  troops,  sailing  from  Cadiz  on  the  29th  of  Ja- 
nuary, were  to  disembark  in  rear  of  the  French,  and 
to  be  joined  by  major  Brown  with  the  garrison  of 
Tarifa,  and  with  three  thousand  Spaniards  from 
San  Roque,  under  general  Begnines.  Contrary 
winds  delayed  the  troops  at  Cadiz,  and  the  dis- 
patch vessels  carrying  counter  orders  to  Brown  and 
Beguines  being  likewise  retarded,  those  officers  ad- 
vanced, the  first  to  Medina,  the  other  to  Casa  Vieja. 
Victor  having  notice  of  the  project  at  first  kept 
close  in  his  works  ;  but  when  he  knew  the  state  of 
affairs  he  senttroops  to  retake  Medina  and  Casa  Vieja, 
and  in  the  course  of  February  he  was  reinforced 
with  twelve  thousand  men,  drawn  from  the  northern 
governments  of  Spain  and  directed  upon  Anda- 
lusia. His  corps  was  thus  increased  to  twenty  Appendix 
thousand  men,  fifteen  thousand  of  whom  were  in  slToionS. 
the  lines,  the  remainder  at  San  Lucar,  Medina 
Sidonia,  and  other  posts.  Nevertheless  ten  thousand 
infantry  and  six  hundred  cavalry  of  the  allies  were 
again  embarked  at  Cadiz,  being  this  time  to  land  at 
Tarifa  and  march  at  once  upon  Chiclana.  General 
Zayas,  who  remained  in  command  of  the  Spanish 
forces  left  in  the  Isla,  was  meanwhile  to  cast  a 
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^xvLA  ^^^^S^  o^^^  *^6  San  Patri  near  the  sea  month,  and 
-^^ —  Ballesteros  with  the  remains  of  his  defeated  army 
Febrnwy.  was  to  menace  Seville.  The  Partidas  were  to  keep 
Sebastiani  in  check,  and  insurrections,  some  of 
which  did  break  out,  were  expected  in  all  quarters. 
The  British  troops  passed  their  port  in  a  gale, 
the  22d,  but  landing  at  Algesiras  they  marched  to 
iippendix,  Tarifa  the  next  day,  and  were  there  joined  by  the 
s^tion  2.  twenty-eighth,  and  the  flank  companies  of  the  ninth 
and  eighty-second  regiments.  Thus  somewhat  more 
than  four  thousand  effective  troops,  including  two 
companies  of  the  20th  Portuguese  and  one  hundred 
and  eighty  German  hussars,  were  assembled  under 
general  Graham ;  all  good  and  hardy  troops,  and  him- 
self a  daring  old  man  and  of  a  ready  temper  for  battle. 
General  La  Pena  arrived  on  the  27tb  with  seven 
thousand  Spaniards,  and  Graham  to  preserve  una- 
nimity, immediately  ceded  the  command  although  it 
was  contrary  to  his  instructions.  The  next  day  die 
whole  moved  forward  twelve  miles,  and  passed  some 
ridges  which  descending  from  the  Ronda  mountains 
to  the  sea  separate  the  plains  of  San  Roque  from 
those  of  Medina  and  Chiclana.  Being  now  within 
four  leagues  of  the  enemy's  posts,  the  troops  were 
re-organized.  The  vanguard  was  given  to  Lardiza- 
bal ;  the  centre  to  the  prince  of  Anglona ;  the  re- 
serve, composed  of  two  Spanish  regiments  and  the 
British  troops,  was  confided  to  Graham ;  the  cavaliy 
of  both  nations  formed  in  one  body,  was  commanded 
by  colonel  Whittingham,  then  in  the  Spanish  ser- 
vice. 

The  French  covering  division  was  under  general 
Cassagne.  It  consisted  of  three  battalions  and  a 
regiment  of  horse  placed  at  Medina,  with  outposts 
at  Vejer  de  la  Frontera  and  Casa  Viejas.     Before 
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La  Pena's  arrival,  the  irregulars  had  attacked  Casa   ^^^^' 
Viejas,  and  general  Beguines  had  taken  Medina ;  — — — 
but  Cassagne,  reinforced  by  a  battalion  of  in&ntry  February. 
from  Arcos,  retook  and  entrenched  it  the  29th.  The 
signal  of  action  being  thus  given^  the  French  gene- 
rals in  the  higher  provinces,  perceiving  the  people 
were  ready  for  commotion,  gathered  in  their  scat- 
tered troops,  and  following  Soult*s  orders  concen^ 
trated  at  Seville,  Ecija,  and  Cordoba.     In  Grenada  imercep. 

,  -        .  •    n  .  -I  ^<*  Letter 

however  the  insurgents  were  especially  active,  and  of  Geneni 
Sebastiani,  doubtful  if  the  storm  would  not  break  sebatUani, 
on  his  head,  concentrated  a  column  at  Estipona,  Marah  12. 
which  was  a  good  covering  point  to  the  coast  line, 
and  one  whence  he  could  easily  gain  Ronda.  Victor 
manned  his  works  at  Rota,  Santa  Maria,  Puerto 
Real,  and  the  Troccadero  with  a  mixed  force  of  re- 
fugee French  juramentados  and  regular  troops ;  but 
he  assembled  eleven  thousand  good  soldiers  near  Appendix, 
Cbiclana,  between  the  roads  of  Conil  and  Medina,  section  6. 
to  await  the  unfolding  of  the  allies'  project. 

At  first  La  Pena's  march  pointed  to  Medina  Sido- 
nia,  his  vanguard  stormed  Casa  Viejas  on  the  2d  of 
March,  and  Beguines'  troops,  amounting  to  sixteen 
hundred  infantry  besides  several  hundreds  of  irre- 
gular cavalry,  coming  in,  encreased  his  force  to 
twelve  thousand  infantry,  eight  hundred  horsemen, 
and  twenty-four  guns.  The  3d  he  resumed  his 
march,  but  hearing  that  Medina  Sidonia  was  en- 
trenched, turned  towards  the  coast  and  drove  the 
French  from  Vejer  de  la  Frontera.  The  following 
evening  he  continued  his  movement,  and  at  nine 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  after  a  skirmish 
in  which  his  advanced  guard  of  cavalry  was  routed 
by  a  French  squadron,  he  reached  the  Cerro  de 
Poerco,  called  by  the  English  the  heights  of  Barosa  j 
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>^^K    then  only  four  miles  from  the  sea  mouth  of  the 
. Santi  Petri. 
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vAmuy.  The  hill  of  Barosa  is  a  low  ridge,  creeping  in  firom 
the  coast  about  one  mile  and  a  half,  and  overlooking 
a  high  broken  plain  of  small  extent.  This  plain 
was  bounded  on  the  left  by  the  coast  cliffs,  on  the 
right  by  the  forest  of  Chiclana,  in  front  by  a  finer 
woody  beyond  which  rose  a  long  narrow  height 
called  the  Bermeja,  filling  all  the  space  between 
the  Almanza  creek  and  the  sea,  and  to  be  reached 
by  moving  either  through  the  pine-wood  in  front  or 
by  the  beach  under  the  cliffs.  The  crisis  of  the  expe- 
dition had  now  arrived,  Grahamforeseeingthat  Victor 
would  come  out  of  his  lines  to  fight,  had  previously 
obtained  La  Pena's  promise  to  make  short  marches^ 
to  keep  the  troops  fresh  for  battle,  and  not  to  ap- 
Appendix,  proach  the  enemy  except  in  a  mass.  Neverthe- 
seeUon's.  less,  the  march  from  Casa  Vieja,  made  along 
bad  roads  with  ignorant  guides,  had  occupied  fifteen 
hours,  and  the  night  march  to  Barosa  had  been 
still  more  fatiguing.  The  troops  therefore  came  up 
in  a  straggling  manner;  and  ere  they  had  all  arrived, 
La  Pena,  as  if  in  contempt  of  his  colleague,  without 
either  disclosing  his  own  plans  or  communicating 
by  signal  or  otherwise  with  Zayas,  sent  general  Lar- 
dizabal  with  the  vanguard,  reinforced  by  a  squadrcNi 
and  three  guns,  straight  to  the  mouth  of  the  Santi 
Petri.  Here  Zayas  had  cast  bis  bridge  on  the  2d, 
and  commenced  an  entrenchment,  but  in  the  night 
he  was  surprised  by  the  French  and  driven  again 
into  the  Isla ;  the  movement  of  the  Spanish  van- 
guard was  therefore  most  dangerous ;  however  Lar- 
dizabal,  after  a  sharp  fight  in  which  three  hun- 
dred Spaniards  fell,  forced  the  French  posts  and 
effected  a  junction  with  Zayas. 
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La  Pena  desired  the  British  troops  to  follow  the  ^1^**- 
vanguard,  bat  Graham  was  extremely  desirous  to  — — — 
hold  the  Barosa  height  in  strength.  He  argued  that  Muth. 
Victor  could  not  attack  Lardizabal  and  Zayas,  as  no 
general  in  his  senses  would  lend  his  flank  to  an 
enemy  by  assailing  that  ridge  while  the  Barosa  hill 
was  thus  occupied  by  the  allies.  Lascy,  the  chief 
of  the  Spanish  staff,  controverted  this  reasoning,  and 
La  Pena  peremptorily  commanded  Graham  to  march 
the  British  troops  through  the  wood  to  Bermeja. 
With  great  temper  he  obeyed  this  uncourteous  order, 
but  he  left  the  flank  companies  of  the  ninth  and 
eighty-second  regiments  under  major  Brown  to 
guard  his  baggage,  and  he  moved  also  in  the  full 
persuasion  that  La  Pena  would  remain  on  the  Ba- 
rosa hill  with  Anglona's  division  and  the  cavalry, 
and  the  more  so  that  a  Spanish  detachment  was  still 
on  the  side  of  Medina.  Yet  the  British  had  scarcely 
entered  the  wood  in  front,  when  La  Pena,  without 
any  notice,  carried  ofi*  the  corps  of  battle,  and  directing 
the  cavalry  to  follow  repaired  himself  by  the  sea- 
road  to  Santi  Petri,  leaving  Barosa  crowded  with 
baggage  and  protected  only  by  a  rear-guard  of  four 
guns  and  five  battalions. 

During  these  events  Victor  kept  so  close  to  the 
forest  of  Chiclana,  that  the  allies'  patroles  could  find 
no  enemy,  and  Graham's  march  of  only  two  miles 
seemed  safe ;  but  the  French  marshal  was  keenly 
watching  his  opportunity.  He  had  recalled  Cas- 
sagne's  infantry  from  Medina  Sidonia  when  La  Pena 
reached  Barosa  and  momentarily  expected  its  arri- 
val, and  he  felt  so  sure  of  success,  that  the  great 
body  of  Fr^ch  cavalry,  then  at  Medina  and  Arcoa. 
was  directed  upon  Vejer  and  other  points  to  cut  off*  Appendix, 
the  fugitives  after  the  battle.     He  had  already  con-  SMtion?. 
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^xS!^  centrated  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery  and  nine  thou- 
131,  sand  excellent  soldiers  commanded  by  Laval,  Ruffin, 
and  Villatte  ;  from  this  force  he  drafted  three  grena- 
dier battalions  to  form  reserves ;  two  of  them  and 
three  squadrons  of  cavalry  he  attached  to  Ruffin'sbri* 
gade  which  formed  his  left  wing ;  the  other  waited 
on  Laval's  brigade  which  formed  his  centre ;  Vil- 
latte's  brigade,  two  thousand  five  hundred  strong, 
which  had  been  originally  on  the  Bermeja,  but 
retired  from  thence  before  Lardizabal,  was  now 
posted  close  to  a  bridge  on  the  Almanza  creek,  to 
cover  the  works  of  the  camp  and  to  watch  the 
Spanish  forces  at  Santi  Petri  and  the  Bermeja. 


BATTLE    OF   B  A  ROSA. 

Cassagne  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  when  Victor 
saw  Graham's  corps  in  the  wood,  Zayas  and  Lardi- 
zabal  on  the  Bermeja,  a  third  body  and  all  the  bag- 
gage on  the  Barosa  height,  a  fourth  in  movement 
by  the  coast,  and  a  fifth  still  on  the  march  from 
Vejer,  he  poured  at  once  into  the  plain  and  begun 
the  battle.  Laval  was  directed  against  the  British 
troops  in  the  wood,  but  Victor,  leading  Ruffin's 
troops  in  person,  ascended  the  rear  of  the  Barosa 
height,  and  having  thus  intercepted  the  Spanish  de- 
tachment left  on  the  road  of  Medina,  he  drove  the 
whole  of  the  rear-guard  off  the  hill  towards  the  sea, 
dispersing  the  baggage  and  the  followers  of  the 
army  in  all  directions,  and  taking  three  Spanish  guns. 

Major  Brown  kept  his  companies  in  good 
order,  but  unable  to  stem  the  torrent,  slowly  retired 
into  the  plain  and  sent  to  Graham  for  orders.  The 
latter  who  was  then  near  to  Bermeja  sent  him  a 
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hasty  answer  to  fight,  and  facing  about  himself  re-   ^^i^' 
gained  the  plain  with  great  celerity,  expecting  to- 


1811 

find   La  Pena  with   the  corps  of  battle  and  the   Mwcb. 
cavalry  on  the  Barosa  hill.     But  when  the  view 
opened  he  beheld  Ruffin's  brigade  flanked  by  the 
two  grenadier  battalions  near  the  summit  on  the 
one  side,  the  Spanish  rear-guard  and  the  baggage 
flying  toward  the  sea  on  the  other,   the   French 
cavalry  following  the  fugitives  in  good  order,  Laval 
close  upon  his  own  left  flank,  and  La  Pena  nowhere! 
In  this  desperate  situation,  he  felt  that  to  retreat 
upon  Bermeja  and  thus  bring  the  enemy  pell-mell 
with  the  allies  on  to  that  narrow  ridge  must  be  dis- 
astrous, wherefore,  without  a  moment's  hesitation, 
he  resolved  to  attack  although  the  key  of  the  field 
of  battle  was  already  in  the  enemy's  possession. 
Ten  guns,  under  major  Duncan,  instantly  opened  a 
terrific  fire  against  Laval's  column,  and  colonel  An- 
drew  Barnard   running   vehemently  out  with  his 
riflemen  and   some   Portuguese  companies,    com- 
menced  the  fight :    the   remainder  of  the  British 
troops,  without  any  attention  to  regiments  or  bri- 
gades, so  sudden  was  the  afiair,  formed  two  masses, 
with  one  of  which  general  Dilkes  marched  hastily 
against  Ruffin,  while  colonel  Wheately  led  the  other 
against  Laval.     Duncan's  guns  ravaged  the  French 
ranks,  Laval's  artillery  replied  vigorously,  Rufiin's 
batteries  took  Wheately 's  column  in  flank,  and  the 
infantry  on  both  sides  pressed  forward  eagerly  and 
with  a  pealing  musquetry.     But  when  the  masses 
drew  near,  a  fierce  rapid  and  prolonged  charge  of 
the  87th  regiment  overthrew  the  first  line  of  the 
French,  and  though  the  latter  fought  roughly,  they 
were  dashed  violently  upon  the  second  line  and  both 
being  broken  by  the  shock  went  off,  the  reserve  bat- 
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^xiu    ^^^^°  ^^  grenadiers,  hitherto  posted  on  the  right, 
— — —  alone  remaining  to  cover  the  retreat.     Meanwhile 

Maxch.  Brown  receiving  Graham  s  laconic  order,  fell  head- 
long upon  Ruffin ;  and  though  nearly  half  of  his  de- 
tachment went  down  under  the  enemy's  first  fire,  he 
maintained  the  fight,  until  Dilkes'  column,  which  had 
crossed  a  deep  hollow  and  never  stopt  even  to  reform 
the  regiments,  came  up,  with  little  order  indeed,  but 
in  a  fighting  mood,  and  then  the  whole  run  up  towards 
the  summit.  There  was  no  slackness  on  any  side 
for  at  the  very  edge  of  the  ascent  their  gallant  oppo- 
nents met  them,  and  a  dreadful,  and  for  some  time 
a  doubtful  combat  raged.  Finally  Ruffin,  and 
Chaudron  Rousseau,  who  commanded  the  chosen  gre- 
nadiers, fell,  both  mortally  wounded,  the  English  bor« 
strongly  onward,  and  their  incessant  slaughtering 
fire  forced  the  French  from  the  hill  with  the  loss  of 
three  guns  and  many  brave  soldiers.  The  discom- 
fited divisions,  retiring  concentrically  from  their 
diflferent  points  of  battle,  soon  met,  and  with  infi- 
nite spirit  endeavoured  to  reform  and  renew  the  ac- 
tion; but  the  play  of  Duncan's  guns,  close  rapid  and 
murderous,  rendered  the  attempt  vain;  whereupon 
Victor  quitted  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  British 
having  been  twenty-four  hours  under  arms  without 
food,  were  too  exhausted  to  pursue. 

While  these  terrible  combats  of  infantry  were 
'  fighting.  La  Peiia  looked  idly  on,  neither  sending 
his  cavalry,  nor  his  horse-artillery,  nor  any  part 
of  his  army  to  the  assistance  of  his  ally ;  nor  yet 
menacing  Villatte  who  was  close  to  him  and  com- 
paratively weak.  The  Spanish  Walloon  guards, 
the  regiment  of  Ciudad  Real,  and  some  Guerilhi 
cavalry,  turned  indeed  without  orders,  and  came  up 
just  as  the  action  ceased,  and  it  was  expected  that 
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colonel  Whittingham,  an  Englishman,  commanding   c^^^- 

a  powerful  body  of  Spanish  horse,  would  have  done 

as  much.  But  no  stroke  in  aid  of  the  British  was  Mareh. 
struck  by  a  Spanish  sabre  that  day,  although  the 
French  cavalry  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  eight  hundred 
under  Whittingham  might,  by  sweeping  round  the 
left  of  RufEn's  division,  have  rendered  the  defeat 
ruinous.  So  certain  indeed  was  this,  that  colonel 
Frederick  Ponsonby,  drawing  off  the  hundred  and 
eighty  German  hussars  belonging  to  the  English 
anny,  reached  the  field  of  battle,  and  charging  the 
French  squadrons  in  their  retreat,  overthrew  them, 
took  two  guns,  and  even  attempted  though  vainly 
to  sabre  Rousseau's  chosen  battalions. 

Such  was  the  fight  of  Barosa.  Short,  for  it  lasted 
only  one  hour  and  a  half,  but  most  violent  and 
bloody,  for  fifty  ofiicers,  sixty  Serjeants,  above  eleven 
hundred  British  soldiers,  and  more  than  two  thou- 
sand Frenchmen  were  killed  and  wounded  :  six 
guns,  an  eagle,  two  generals  both  mortally  wounded, 
together  with  four  hundred  other  prisoners  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors. 

Graham  remained  for  some  hours  on  the  height, 
still  hoping  that  La  Pena  would  awake  to  the  pros- 
pect of  success  and  glory  which  the  extreme  valour 
of  the  British  had  opened.  Four  thousand  men 
and  a  powerful  artillery  had  come  over  the  Santi 
Petri,  the  Spanish  general  was  therefore  at  the 
head  of  twelve  thousand  infantry  and  eight  hundred 
cavalry,  all  fresh  troops;  while  before  him  were 
only  the  remains  of  the  French  line  of  battle  re- 
treating in  the  greatest  disorder  upon  Chiclana. 
But  all  military  feeling  was  extinct  in  La  Pena,  Appendix, 
and  as  Graham  could  no  longer  endure  such  com- s^tf^'i. 
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^^^   mand,  he  left  the  dastard  on  the  Bermeja  and  filed 
— — —  the  British  troops  over  the  bridge  into  the  Isla. 
Uaiciu       On  the  French  side,  Cassagne's  reserve  came  up 
from  Medina,  and  a  council  of  war  being  held  in 
the  night  of  the  5th,  Victor,   although  naturally 
desponding,  proposed  another  attack,  but  the  sug- 
gestion being  ill  received  nothing  was  done.    On 
the  6th,  Admiral  Keats,  landing  his  seamen  and 
marines,  dismantled,  with   exception  of   Catalina, 
every  fort  from  Rota  to  Santa  Maria,  and  even  ob- 
tained momentary   possession  of  the  latter  place; 
this  caused  such  confusion  and  alarm  in  the  French 
camp,  that  the  duke  of  Belluno,  leaving  garrisons 
at  the  great  points  of  his  lines  and  a  rear  guard  at 
officimi     Chiclana,  retreated  behind  the  San  Pedro,  where 
ofMiUuryhe  expcctcd  to  be  immediately  attacked;  and  if  La 


Pena  had  even  then  pushed  to  Chiclana,  Graham 
and  Keats  were  willing  to  make  a  simultaneous  at- 
tack upon  the  Trocadero:  yet  the  6th  and  7th 
passed,  without  even  a  Spanish  patrole  following 
the  French.  On  the  8th  Victor  returned  to  Chic- 
lana, whereupon  La  Pena  recrossed  the  Santi  Petri 
and  destroyed  the  bridge ;  his  detachment  on  the 
side  of  Medina  was  thus  cut  off  from  the  Isla, 
and  soon  afterwards  retired  to  Algesiras. 

All  the  passages  in  this  extraordinary  battle  were 
so  broadly  marked  that  observations  would  be  use- 
less. The  contemptible  feebleness  of  La  Pens 
was  surprizingly  contrasted  with  the  heroic  vigour 
of  Graham,  whose  attack  was  an  inspiration  rather 
than  a  resolution,  so  wise  so  sudden  was  the  deci- 
sion, so  swift  so  conclusive  the  execution.  The 
original  plan  of  the  enterprise  has  however  been 
rather  rashly  censured.  '' Sebastiani,''  it  is  said, 
"  might,  by  moving  on  the  rear  of  the  allies,  have 
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crushed  them,  and  they  had  no  right  to  calculate      u. 
upon  his  inactivity.*'     This  is  a  shallow  criticism,     ign. 
Graham,  weighing  the  natural  dislike  of  one  gene-    *'"*^' 
ral  to  serve  under  another,  judged  that  Sebastiani 
would  not  hastily  abandon  his  own  district,  me- 
naced as  it  was  by  insurrection,  to  succour  Victor 
before  it  was  clear  where  the  blow  was  to  be  struck. 
The  distance  from  Tarifa  to  Chiclana  was  about  fifty 
miles,  whereas  from  Sebastiani's  nearest  post  to  Chic- 
lana was  above  a  hundred,  and  the  real  object  of  the 
allies  could  not  be  known  until  they  had  passed  the 
mountains  separating  Tarifa  from  Medina.     Com- 
bining these  moral  and    physical    considerations, 
Graham  had  reason  to  expect  several  days  of  free 
action,  and  thus  indeed  it  happened  ;  with  a  worthy 
coUes^ue  he  would  have  raised  the  blockade ;  more  Appendix, 
than  that  could  scarcely  have  been  hoped,  as  theswJuoni. 
French  forces  would  have  concentrated  either  before 
Cadiz  or  about  Seville  or  Ecija,  and  they  had  still 
fifty  thousand  men  in  Andalusia. 

The  real  error  of  the  French  dispositions  has  how- 
ever been  pointed  out  by  the  emperor  Napoleon. 
Soult  he  said  disseminated  his  forces  too  widely 
and  did  not  make  his  combinations  with  skill. 
Seville  and  the  lines  before  Cadiz  were  tKe  only 
important  points  necessary  to  guard  during  his 
absence;  he  should  therefore  have  collected  all 
his  hospitals  in  Seville,  so  as  to  leave  his  scattered 
posts  free  to  move  to  any  point  at  once.  Sebastiani 
and  Godinot  should  have  been  placed  under  Victor's 
orders,  who  could  then  have  drawn  their  troops  to 
his  succour  in  time,  and  have  crushed  the  allies. 
In  this  manner  it  is  certain  that  Sebastiani  might 
have  prevented  the  expedition  altogether :  but  ge- 
neral Graham  as  I  have  said,  knew  that  he  was  not 

VOL.  III.  2  G 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


460  HISTORY  OF  THE 


*xii*^    under  Victor's  command  and  it  was  a  proof  of  ge- 
nius to  reckon  so  confidently  on  the  effect  which 


March,  the  insurrections  in  Grenada  would  have  upon  him. 
The  error  was  with  Sebastiani,  who  having  sixteen 
thousand  excellent  troops  was  paralyzed  by  some 
insurgents. 

Victor's  attack  on  the  5thy  was  well-judged,  well- 
timed,  and  vigorous ;  with  a  few  thousand  more 
troops  he  alone  would  have  crushed  the  allies ;  the 
unconquerable  spirit  of  the  English  prevented  this 
disaster ;  but  if  Graham  or  his  troops  had  given 
way,  or  even  hesitated,  the  whole  army  must  have 
been  driven  like  sheep  into  an  enclosure,  having 
the  Almanza  creek  on  one  side,  the  sea  on  the 
other,  the  San  Petri  to  bar  their  flight,  and  the 
enemy  hanging  on  their  rear  in  all  the  fierceness  of 
victory.  Indeed,  such  was  La  Peiia's  misconduct, 
the  French,  although  defeated,  gained  their  main 
point,  the  blockade  was  renewed,  and  during  the 
action  a  French  detachment  passed  the  Santi  Petri 
near  the  bridge  of  Zuazo  without  difficulty,  and 
brought  back  prisoners :  with  a  few  more  troops 
Victor  might  have  seized  the  Isla. 

Ballesteros,  who  had  gone  against  Seville  during 
the  operation  near  Chiclana,  was  chased  in  a  mise^ 
able  condition  to  the  Aroche  hills  by  Daricau. 
Meanwhile  violent  disputes  arose  in  Cadiz.  La 
Pefia,  in  an  address  to  the  Cortes,  claimed  the  vic- 
tory for  himself ;  he  affirmed  that  all  the  arrange- 
ments previous  to  the  battle  were  made  with  the 
knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  English  general, 
and  declared  the  latter's  retreat  into  the  Isla  to  be 
the  real  cause  of  failure  :  Lascy  and  Cruz-Murgeon 
also  published  inaccurate  accounts  of  the  action, 
and  even  had  deceptive  plans  engraved  to  uphold 
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their  statements.     But  Graham,  incensed  at  these   ^^j^p- 
unTv^orthy  proceedings,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  British 


1811 

envoy  in  which  he  exposed  La  Pena's  misconduct,  M»wh. 
and  refused  with  disdain  the  title  of  grandee  of  the 
first  class  voted  to  him  by  the  Cortes :  and  when 
Lascy  used  some  expressions  relative  to  the  action 
personally  offensive,  he  enforced  an  apology  with 
his  sword.  Having  thus  shewn  himself  superior  to 
his  opponents  at  all  ways,  the  gallant  old  man 
relinquished  his  command  to  general  Cooke,  and 
joined  lord  Wellington's  army. 


2  G  2 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"xii?^       While  discord  prevailed  at  Cadiz,  nearly  the 
— : —  whole  of  Andalusia  was  disturbed  by  insurrections 

1811 

March,  of  the  peasantry ;  nevertheless,  Soult's  resolutioD 
to  take  Badajos  continued  unshaken.  Early  in 
March,  the  second  parallel  was  completed,  the 
Pardaleras  taken  into  the  works,  the  approaches 
carried  by  sap  to  the  covered  way,  and  mines  were 
prepared  to  blow  in  the  counterscarp.  However, 
Rafael  Menacho  was  in  no  manner  dismayed.  His 
sallies  were  frequent  and  vigorous,  his  courage  and 
activity  gave  his  troops  confidence,  his  fire  was  still 
superior  to  that  of  the  French,  he  had  entrenched 
all  the  streets  behind  the  breach,  and  every  thing 
seemed  favourable.  But  on  the  2d  of  March,  in 
a  sally,  by  which  the  nearest  French  batteries  were 
carried  and  the  guns  spiked,  this  brave  man  was 
killed  and  the  command  fell  to  Imas,  a  general 
so  base  that  a  worse  could  no  where  be  found. 
The  spirit  of  the  garrison  then  died  away,  the 
besiegers'  works  advanced  rapidly  and  the  ditch 
was  passed  ;  a  lodgement  was  made  on  one  of  the 
ravelins,  the  rampart  was  breached,  and  the  fire 
of  the  besieged  being  nearly  extinguished,  on  the 
10th  of  March  the  place  was  summoned  in  a  pe- 
remptory manner. 

At  this  time  the  great  crisis  of  the  campaign 
having  passed,  a  strong  body  of  British  and  Por- 
tuguese troops  were  ready  to  raise  the  siege  of 
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Badajos.     In  three  different  ways,  by  telegraph,  by   ^y^j** 
letter,  and  by  a  confidential  messenger,  the  gover-  — ^^^ — 
nor  was  informed  that  Massena  was  in  full  retreat,    March. 
and  an   army  actually  in   march  to  succour  the 
place.     The  breach  was  still  impracticable,   pro- 
visions were  plentiful,    the   garrison   above   eight 
thousand  strong,    the   French   army   reduced,   by 
sickness  by  detachments  and  previous  operations,  j^'<»  w«i- 
to  less  than  fourteen  thousand  men.     Imas  read  the  Botpatch. 
letter  and  instantly  surrendered,  handing  over  at 
the  same  moment  the  intelligence  thus  obtained  to 
the  enemy.     He  also  demanded  that  his  grenadiers 
should   march  out  of  the  breach :  it  was  granted, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  enlarge  the  opening  himself 
ere  they  could  do  so !     Yet  this  man  so  covered 
with   opprobrium,  and  who  had  secured  his  own 
liberty  while  consigning  his  fellow  soldiers  to  a 
prison,  was  never  punished  by  the  Spanish  rulers : 
lord  Wellington's  indignant  remonstrances  forced 
them   to  bring  him   to  trial,  but  they  made  the 
process  last  during  the  whole  war. 

When  the  place  fell,  Mortier  marched  against 
Campo  Mayor,  and  Latour  Maubourg  seizing  Al- 
burquerque  and  Valencia  d'Alcantara  made  six  hun- 
dred prisoners,  but  Soult,  alarmed  by  the  effects 
of  the  battle  of  Barosa,  returned  to  Andalusia. 
He  had  in  fifty  days  mastered  four  fortresses  and 
invested  a  fifth;  he  had  killed  or  dispersed  ten 
thousand  men,  and  taken  twenty  thousand  with 
a  force  which  at  no  time  exceeded  the  number 
of  his  prisoners.  Yet  great  and  daring  and  suc- 
cessful as  his  operations  had  been,  the  principal 
object  of  his  expedition  was  frustrated :  Massena 
was  in  full  retreat.  Lord  Wellington's  combinations 
palsied  the  hand  of  the  conqueror ! 
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*xu^       While  the  siege  of  Badajos  was  proceeding,  no 
^"^ —  change  took  place  in  the  main  positions  of  either 

March,  army  at  Santarem.  The  French  general  had  been 
encouraged  to  maintain  his  ground  bj  the  destitute 
state  of  the  Portuguese  army,  which  he  hoped 
would  break  up  the  alliance;  for  such  bad  been 
the  conduct  of  the  Regency,  that  the  native  troops 
were  starving  in  their  own  country  while  the 
British  were  well  fed ;  and  the  deserters  from  the 
former,  without  knowing  the  cause,  had  a  story, 
as  true  as  it  was  pitiable  to  tell  of  their  mismes. 
The  English  general,  certain  that  the  FreQ<^,  wbo 
wece  greatly  reduced  by  sickness^  must  soon  quit 
their  ground  if  he  could  relieve  Badajos,  cmly  waited 
for  his  reinforcements  to  send  Beresford  with  fou^ 
teen  thousand  men  against  Soult.  The  battle  of 
the  Gebora  ruined  this  plan  and  changed  his 
situation.  The  arrival  of  the  reinforcem^its  would 
not  then  enable  him  to  detach  a  sufficient  mimber 
of  men  to  relieve  Badajos ;  and  it  was  no  long^  a 
question  of  starving  Massena,  but  of  beatiog  him 
before  Soult  could  take  Badajos  and  the  two  armies 
be  joined ;  the  prince  of  Esling  therefore  had  reason 
to  say,  that  instead  of  being  succoured  by  Soult 
he  had  covered  that  marshal's  operations. 

Lord  Weltington's  plan  of  attack  was  to  post  t^ 
thousand  men  before  the  hill  of  Santarem  to  hoM 
Reynier  in  cheok;  to  make  Beresford  cross  the 
Tagus  at  Abrantes  and  fhll  on  Massena s  rear; 
meanwhile,  movii^  hingiself  with  the  rest  of  the 
army  by  Rio  Mayor  and  Tremes,  he  proposed  to 
force  back  the  French  centre  and  right,  and  QUtlis^ 
off  their  left,  drive  it  into  the  Tagus^  But  nothing 
could  be  attempted  until  the  troops  from  England 
arrived,  and  day  after  day  pajssed  in  vain  expecta- 
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tion  of  their  coming.     They  had  been  embarked  in  ^^y}**- 
January  and  would  have  reached  Lisbon  before  the 


1811. 

end  of  that  month,  if  the  admiral,  sir  Joseph  Yorke,  March, 
bad  taken  advantage  of  a  favourable  wind  which 
blew  when  the  troops  were  first  put  on  board ;  but 
he  neglected  the  opportunity^  contrary  gales  fol- 
lowed,  and  the  ordinary  voyage  of  ten  days  was 
prolonged  for  six  weeks. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  generaFs  situation 
was  becoming  very  perilous.  To  besiege  Abrantes 
was  above  his  means,  and  that  fortress  although  an 
important  strategic  point  for  the  allies,  who  had  a 
moveable  bridge,  was  not  so  for  the  French.  Mas- 
sena  could  only  choose  then,  to  force  the  passage  of 
the  Ti^s  alone,  to  wait  until  Soult  appeared  on  the 
left  bank,  or  to  retreat.  For  some  time  he  seemed 
inclined  to  the  firsts  shewing  great  jealousy  of  the 
works  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Zezere,  and  carry^ 
ing  his  boats  on  wheel-carriages  along  the  banks  of 
the  Tagus,  as  if  to  alarm  Beresford  and  oblige  him 
to  concentrate  to  his  left.  However  that  general 
relaxed  nothing  of  his  vigilance,  neither  spy  nor 
officer  passed  his  lines  of  observation,  and  Massena 
knew  only  that  Soult  was  before  Badajos,  and  nothing 
more.  Thus  time  wore  away,  sickness  wasted  the 
army,  food  became  daily  scarcer,  the  organization  of 
the  troops  was  seriously  loosened,  the  leading  gene- 
rals were  at  variance,  and  the  conspiracy  to  put  St.  seeVoi.ii. 
Cyr  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Spain  was  by  no 
means  relinquished.  Under  these  accumulating 
difficulties  the  prince  of  EsKng's  obstinacy  at  last 
gave  way^  and  he  promised  to  retreat  when  he  had 
no  more  provisions*  left  than  would  serve  his  army 
for  the  march. 

This  tardy  resolution  was  adopted  at  the  moment 
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^Tih    ^^^^  *o  maintain  his  position  was  more  important 
— — —  than  ever,  as  ten  days  longer  at  Santarem  would 

Marah.  have  insured  the  co-operation  of  Soult.  Greneral 
Pelet  says,  that  the  latter  marshal,  by  engaging 
in  the  siege  of  Badajos  and  Olivenza,  instead  of 
coming  directly  down  upon  the  Tagus,  was  the 
cause  of  Massena's  failure.  This  can  hardly  be 
sustained.  Before  those  sieges  and  the  battle  of  tbe 
Gebora,  Mendizabal  could  have  assembled  twenty 
thousand  men  on  Soult's  rear,  there  was  a  large 
body  of  militia  on  the  Pon(^ul  and  the  Elga,  and 
Beresford  had  fourteen  thousand  British  and  Por- 
tuguese regulars,  besides  ordenan^a.  The  infinite 
number  of  boats  at  lord  Wellington's  conunand 
would  have  enabled  him  to  throw  troops  upon  tbe 
left  bank  of  the  Tagus,  with  a  celerity  that  would 
have  baffled  any  effort  of  Massena  to  assist  the  duke 
of  Dalmatia ;  and  if  the  latter  had  been  defieated, 
with  what  argument  could  he  have  defended  his 
reputation  as  a  general,  for  having  left  three  or  four 
garrisoned  fortresses  and  thirty-five  thousand  men 
upon  his  flank  and  rear:  to  say  nothing  of  tbe 
results  threatened  by  the  battle  of  Barosa.  The 
true  cause  of  Massena  s  failure  was  the  insufficiency 
of  his  means  to  oppose  the  English  general's  com- 
binations. 

The  French  infantry  reduced  by  sickness  to  forty 
thousand  fighting  men,  exclusive  of  Drouet's  troops 
at  Leiria,  were  now  quite  unable  to  maintain  their 
extended  positions  against  the  attack  meditated  by 
lord  Wellington,  and  when  Massena  heard  through 
the  fidalgos,  that  the  English  reinforcements  were 
come,  he  prepared  to  retreat.  Those  troops  landed 
the  2d  of  March,  and  the  6th  the  French  were  all 
gone  from  the  position  of  Santarem. 
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CHAP. 
111. 

RETREAT    OF    THE    FRENCH    FROM    8ANTAREM.       — — — 

loll. 
Muvli. 

At  this  time  Napoleon  remodelled  the  armies  of  Muster- 
Spain.  The  king's  force  was  diminished^  the  army  the  French 
of  the  south  increased  ;  general  Drouet  was  ordered 
to  march  with  eleven  thousand  men  to  join  the  fifth 
corps,  which  he  was  appointed  to  command  in  place 
of  Mortier ;  the  remainder  of  the  ninth  corps  was 
to  compose  two  divisions,  under  the  command  of 
Clausel  and  Foy,  and  to  be  incorporated  with  the 
army  of  Portugal.  Marmont  was  appointed  to 
relieve  Ney  in  the  command  of  the  sixth  corps ; 
Loison  was  removed  to  the  second  corps ;  Bessieres 
was  ordered  to  post  six  thousand  men  at  Ciudad 
RodrigOy  to  watch  the  frontiers  of  Portugal  and  a?v^Ix, 
support  Claparede.  Of  the  imperial  guards ;  seven 
thousand  were  to  assemble  at  Zamora,  to  hold  the 
Gallicians  in  check,  and  the  remainder  at  Valla- 
dolid,  with  strong  parties  of  cavalry  in  the  space 
between  those  places,  that  intelligence  of  what  was 
passing  in  Portugal  might  be  daily  received.  Thus 
Massena  was  enabled  to  adopt  any  plan  of  action 
that  might  seem  good  to  him,  without  reference  to 
his  original  base:  the  order  for  the  execution  of 
these  measures  did  not  indeed  reach  the  armies  until 
a  later  period ;  but  several  lines  of  operation  were 
even  now  open  to  the  prince  of  Esling. 

1^.  He  could  pass  the  Tagus,  between  Santarem 
and  Punhete  or  between  Punhete  and  Abrantes, 
by  boats,  or  possibly  by  fords  which  were  often 
practicable  after  a  week  of  dry  weather.  2®.  He 
could  retire  by  the  Sobreira  Formosa  upon  Cas- 
tello  Branco,  and  open  a  communication  with  the 
king  by  Placentia,  or  with  the  duke  of  Dalmatia 
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^^L    ^y  AlcaDtara.     3^  He  could  march,  by  the  Estrada 

^^^^      Nova  and  Belmonte,  to   Sabugal,  and   afterwarda 

:MMch.   act  according  to  circumstances.     4°.  He  could  gain 

the  Mondego,  and  ascend  the  left  bank  of  that  river 

towards  Guarda  and  Almeida ;  or  crossing  it,  march 

upon  Oporto  through  an  untouched  country.    Of 

these  four  plans,  the  first  was  perilous  because  the 

weather  was  too  unsettled  to  be  sure  of  the  fords. 

The  second  and  third  were  difficult  from  the  ru^ed* 

ness  of  the  Sobreira ;  and  exposed,  because  the  allies 

conld  break  out  by  Abrantes  upon  the  flank  of  the 

army  while  in  retreat.     Massena  decided  on  the 

last  so  far  as  to  gain  the  Mondego ;  but  he  and  the 

emperor  both  designed  that  he  should  halt  on  that 

river,  reduce  Oporto  by  a  detachment,  and  with  the 

aid  of  his  ninth  corps  and  other  troops,  which  it 

was  calculated  would  increase  his  army  to  seventy 

thousand  fighting  men,  maintain  himself  until  the 

following  September,  when  the  attack  on  Lisbon 

was  to   be  renewed  with  greater  means  on  both 

sides  of  the  Tagus  while  a  connecting  corps  marched 

upon  the  Zezere.  Meanwhile  he  had  as  a  preliminary 

step,  to  make  a  flank  march,  carrying  with  him  more 

than  ten  thousand  sick  men  and  all  his  stores  under 

the  beard  of  an  adversary,  before  he  could  begin 

his  retreat     Yet  this  he  executed,  and  in  a  manner 

befitting  a  great  ccunmander. 

Commencing  his  preparations  by  destroying  am- 
munition, and  all  guns  that  could  not  be  horsed,  he 
passed  his  sick  and  baggage  by  degrees  upon 
Thomar,  keeping  only  his  fighting  men  in  the 
front,  and  at  the  same  time  indicating  an  intention 
of  passing  the  Zezere.  When  the  impediments  of 
the  army  had  gaiaed  two  marches,  Ney  suddenly 
assembled  the  sixth  corps  and  the  cavalry  on  the 
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Lys  near  Leiria,  as  if  with  the  intention  of  ad-  ^^^^' 
vBDcing  against  Torres  Vedras,  a  movement  that  -  — 
necessarily  kept  lord  Wellington  in  suspense.  Mean*  umL 
while  the  second  and  eighth  corps,  quitting  San- 
tarem,  Tremes,  and  Alcanhete,  in  the  night  of  the 
5th,  fell  back  by  Femes  upon  Torres  Novas  and 
Thomar,  and  destroyed  the  bridges  on  the  Alviella 
behind  them.  The  next  morning  the  boats  were 
burnt  at  Punhete^  and  Loison  retreated  by  the  road 
of  Espinal  to  cover  the  flank  of  the  main  line  of 
retreat,  while  the  remainder  of  the  army  made  rapid 
coDcentric  marches  towards  a  position  in  front  of 
Pombal.  The  line  of  movement  to  the  Mond^o 
was  thus  secured,  and  four  days  gained ;  for  lord 
Wellington,  although  aware  that  a  retreat  was  in 
progress  of  eicecution,  was  quite  unable  to  take  any 
decided  step  lest  he  should  open  the  Lines  to  his 
adversary.  Nevertheless  he  had  caused  Beresford 
to  close  to  his  right  on  the  5th,  and  discoverii^  the 
empty  camps  of  Santarem  at  daylight  on  the  6th» 
followed  the  enemy  closely  with  his  own  army. 

Thomar  seemed  to  be  the  French  point  of  con- 
centration ;  but  as  their  boats  were  still  maintained 
at  Punhete,  general  William  Stewart  crossed  the 
Tagus  at  Abrantes  with  the  greatest  part  of  Beres- 
ford's  corps,  whilst  the  first,  fourth,  and  sixth  di- 
visions^  and  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  marched  to 
Golegao:  the  light  division  also  reached  Pernes, 
where  the  bridge  was  rapidly  repaired  by  captain 
Tod,  of  the  royal  staff-corps.  As  the  enemy  had 
burned  all  the  boats  on  the  Zezere,  the  Abrantes 
bri<%e  was  floated  down  to  that  river  on  the  7th, 
whereby  Stewart  crossed  and  moved  to  Thomar ;  and 
on  that  place  the  divisions  at  Golegao  were  likewise 
directed.    Massena's  line  of  retreat  was  now  how* 
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^x?L     ^^^^  decidedly  pronounced  for  the  Mondegd  wliere- 
-- — —  fore   the  troops  at  Thomar  halted ;  but  the  light 

M«fck.  division,  the  German  hussars,  and  the  royal  dra- 
goons followed  the  eighth  corps,  and  took  two  hun- 
dred prisoners. 

This  day  s  march  disclosed  a  horrible  calamity. 
A  large  house,  situated  in  an  obscure  part  of  the 
mountains,  was  discovered  to  be  filled  with  starving 
persons.  Above  thirty  women  and  children  bad 
died  but  sitting  by  the  bodies  were  fifteen  or  sixteen 
still  living,  of  whom  one  only  was  a  man,  and 
all  so  enfeebled  as  to  be  unable  to  eat  the  little  food 
we  could  offer  to  them.  The  youngest  had  fallen 
first,  all  the  children  were  dead.  Nore  wctb 
emaciated,  but  the  muscles  of  the  face  were  inva- 
riably drawn  transversely,  giving  an  appearance  of 
laughing,  and  presenting  the  most  ghastly  sight 
imaginable.  The  man  seemed  most  eager  for  life, 
the  women  appeared  patient  and  resigned  ;  and, 
even  in  this  distress,  they  had  carefully  covered  and 
arranged  the  bodies  of  those  who  first  died. 

While  one  part  of  the  army  was  thus  in  pursuit, 
the  third  and  fifth  divisions  moved  from  the  lines 
upon  Leiria ;  the  Abrantes'  boats  fell  down  the 
river  to  Tancos,  and  a  bridge  being  fixed  there 
the  second  and  fourth  divisions,  and  some  cavalry, 
were  directed  to  return  from  Thomar,  recross  the 
Tagus,  and  march  to  the  succour  of  Badajos :  Be- 
resford  who  had  remained  with  a  part  of  his  corps 
near  Barca,  likewise  sent  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to 
Portalegre  for  that  purjK)se.  Meanwhile  lord  Wel- 
lington, misled,  partly  by  a  letter  of  general  Trants, 
partly  by  information  obtained  in  Santarem,  partly 
by  Massena's  feigned  movement,  at  first  thought  the 
retreat  would  be  by  the  Puente  de  Murcella,  and 
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indeed  the  French  general  had  at  one  time  contem-   ^^j'^JJ. 
plated  a  march  by  that  line.  But  on  the  8th  the  Eng-  — — — 
lish  general  was  convinced  the  object  was  Coimbra.    March. 

The  9th  the  French  commander,  instead  of  con- 
tinuing his  retreat,  concentrated  the  sixth  and  eighth 
corps  and  Montbrun's  cavalry,  on  a  table-land  in 
front  of  Pombal,  where  the  light  division  skirmished 
with  his  advanced  posts,  and  the  German   horse 
charging  his  cavalry  with  success,  took  some  pri- 
soners.   Here,  finding  the  French  disposed  to  accept 
battle,  Lord  Wellington  was  compelled  to  alter  his 
plans.     For  to  fight  with  advantage,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  bring  up  from  Thomar  the  troops  destined 
to  relieve  Badajos ;  not  to  fight,  was  to  give  up  to 
the  enemy  Coimbra  and  the  untouched  country  be- 
hind as  &r  as  Oporto:  Massena  would  thus  retire 
with  the  advantages  of  a  conqueror.     The  dilemma 
was  perplexing ;  but  at  the  moment  letters  received 
from  Badajos,  described  that  place  as  being  in  a  suf- 
ficient state  to  hold  out  for  a  month,  which  decided 
the  question.     The  fourth  division  and  the  heavy 
cavalry,  already  on  the  march  for  the  Alemtejo, 
were  countermanded  ;  general  Nightingale  was  di- 
rected to  move  with  a  brigade  of  the  first  division 
and  some  horse  by  the  road  of  Espinal,  to  observe 
the  second  corps  ;  the  rest  of  the  army  moved  con- 
centrically upon  Pombal. 

How  dangerous  a  captain  Massena  could  be  was 
'  here  proved.  He  had  in  a  wonderful  manner 
maintained  an  army  for  nearly  six  months  in  a 
country  sup[K)sed  to  be  incapable  of  sustaining  it 
for  fifteen  days ;  and  now  he  had  in  very  difficult 
circumstances  carried  that  army  ofi*  with  an  easy 
skill  that  marked  his  consummate  knowledge  of  war. 
His  first  movement  began  the  4th,  it  was  the  11th 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


462  HISTORY  OF  THE 

^x?L  ^^'^^^  *  sufficient  number  of  troops  could  be  as- 
~^^ —  sembled  to  fight  him  at  Pombal ;  and  during  these 

March,  seven  days  he  had  executed  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult operations  in  war,  gained  three  or  four  marches, 
and  completely  organized  his  system  of  retreat.  And 
had  any  rain  fallen  on  the  first  day,  the  allies  could 
not  have  followed  him  with  artillery,  such  was  the 
state  of  the  roads,  whereas  he  had  before  sent  off  or 
destroyed  all  his  guns,  except  a  few  light  pieces 
drawn  with  picked  horses,  and  would  thus  have  had 
another  advantage. 


COMBAT    AT    POMBAL. 

Pack  s  brigade  and  the  cavalry,  the  first,  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  light  divisions,  with  the 
Portuguese  troops,  attached  like  the  Latin  aux- 
iliaries of  the  Roman  legion,  to  each  British  di- 
vision, were  assembling  in  front  of  the  enemy  on 
the  10th,  when  Massena,  who  had  sent  his  baggage 
over  the  Soure  river  in  the  night,  by  the  bridge  of 
Pombal,  suddenly  retired  through  that  town.  He 
was  closely  followed  by  the  light  division,  the 
streets  were  still  encumbered,  and  Ney  drawing  up 
a  rear-guard  on  a  height  behind  the  town,  threw  a 
detachment  into  the  old  castle  of  Pomba).  He 
had  however  waited  too  long.  The  French  army 
was  forced  to  move  with  some  confusion  by  a  very 
long  and  narrow  defile  between  the  mountains  and 
the  Soure  river,  which  was  fordable,  and  the 
British  divisions  were  in  rapid  motion  along  the 
left  bank,  with  the  design  of  crossing  lower  down 
and  cutting  the  line  of  retreat.  The  fall  of  night 
indeed  prevented  this  operation,  but  a  combat  took 
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place  at  Pombal,  where  the  riflemen  and  the  third   chap. 
ca^adores  of  the  light  division,  after  some  changes     '"* 


of  fortune,  drove  the  French  from  the  castle  and   J^^i- 

.  *  March. 

town  with  such  vigour,  that  they  could  not  destroy 
the  bridge  although  it  was  mined.  About  forty  of 
the  allies  were  hurt,  and  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was 
sonnewhat  greater. 

In  the  night  Massena  continued  his  retreat, 
which  now  assumed  a  regular  and  concentrated  form. 
The  ba^age  and  sick  marched  first,  protected 
by  the  reserve  cavalry  ;  they  were  followed  by  the 
eighth  corps,  while  the  sixth  reinforced  with  some 
light  cavalry  and  the  best  horsed  of  the  artillery, 
were  destined  to  stem  the  pursuit.  Ney  had  been 
directed  to  detach  Marcognet's  brigade  from  the 
Lya  river  on  the  1 0th,  to  seize  Coimbra,  but  he  neg-* 
lected  the  order  and  Massena  now  sent  Montbrun 
on  that  service ;  a  very  important  one,  for  lord 
Wellington's  object  was  to  hurry  Massena  past 
Coimbra,  and  thus  force  him  to  quit  Portugal.  He 
designed  to  effect  this  by  operating  on  his  flanks 
rather  than  by  battle,  for  he  judged  the  moral 
effect  would  suffice  for  the  general  cause ;  but  as 
the  reinforcements  lately  arrived  from  England  were 
still  distant,  he  was  forced  to  keep  the  fourth 
divisioa  and  the  cavalry,  though  required  for  the 
succour  of  Qajdajos,  still  with  him,  and  was  tbere^ 
fore  wiUing  enough  to  strike  a  sudden  stroke  if 
occasion  off(^red  while  he  had  these  troops.  But 
the  country  was  full  of  strong  positions,  the  roads 
hollow  and  confined  by  mountains  on  either  hand, 
and  every  village  formed  a  defile ;  the  weather  also, 
was  moderate,  and  favourable  to  the  enemy,  and 
Ney  with  a  happy  mixture  of  courage  and  skill, 
illustrated  every  league  of  ground  by  some  signal 
cpmbination  of  war. 
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^xu^  Day-break,  on  the  12th,  saw  both  armies  in 
— --  —  movement,  and  eig^ht  miles  of  march,  with  some 

March,  slight  slciimishing,  brought  the  head  of  the  British 
into  a  hollow  way,  leading  to  some  table-land,  on 
which  Ney  had  disposed  five  thousand  infantry  a 
few  squadrons  of  cavalry  and  some  guns.  His 
centre  was  op[K)site  the  hollow  road,  his  wings 
were  covered  by  wooded  heights  which  he  occupied 
with  light  troops,  his  right  rested  on  the  ravine  of 
the  Soure,  his  left  on  the  Redinha  stream,  which 
circling  round  his  rear  fell  into  the  Soure.  Be- 
hind him  the  village  of  Redinha,  situated  in  a 
hollow,  covered  a  narrow  bridge  and  a  long  and 
dangerous  defile.  Beyond  the  stream,  some  very 
rugged  heights,  commanding  a  view  of  the  position 
in  front  of  the  village,  were  occupied  by  a  division 
of  infantry,  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  a  battery 
of  heavy  guns,  all  so  skilfully  disposed  as  to  give 
the  appearance  of  a  very  considerable  force. 


COMBAT   OF   REDINHA. 

After  examining  the  enemy's  position  for  a  short 
time,  lord  Wellington  directed  the  light  divisicm, 
now  commanded  by  sir  William  Erskine,  to  attack 
the  wooded  slopes  covering  Ney*s  right,  and  in  less 
than  an  hour  these  orders  were  executed.  The  fifty- 
second,  the  ninety-fifth,  and  the  ca^adores,  aided  by 
a  company  of  the  forty-third,  carried  the  ascent  and 
cleared  the  woods,  and  their  skirmishers  even  ad- 
vanced on  to  the  open  plain ;  but  the  French  batta- 
lions, supported  by  four  guns,  immediately  opened  a 
heavy  rolling  fire,  and  at  the  same  moment  a  squad- 
ron of  the  third  French  hussars,  led  by  colonel  La 
Ferriere,  charged  and  took  fourteen  prisoners.    This 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  465 

officer  never  failed  to  break  in  upon  the  skirmishers   ^5n^* 


in  the  most  critical  moments,  sometimes  with  a- 
squadron^  sometimes  with  only  a  few  men ;  but  March, 
during  the  whole  campaign  he  was  always  sure  to 
be  found  in  the  right  place,  and  was  continually 
proving  how  much  may  be  done,  even  in  the  most 
nigged  mountains,  by  a  small  body  of  good  ca- 
valry. 

Erskine's  line,  consisting  of  five  battalions  of  in- 
fantry and  six  guns,  was  formed  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  out-flanked  the  French  right,  tending  towards 
the  ford  of  the  Redinha ;  it  was  now  reinforced  with 
two  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  meanwhile  Picton 
seized  the  wooded  heights  protecting  the  French 
left.  Thus  Ney's  position  was  laid  bare.  Never- 
theless, that  marshal,  observing  that  lord  Welling- 
ton, deceived  as  to  his  real  numbers,  was  bringing 
the  whole  mass  of  the  allied  troops  into  line,  far  from 
retreating  charged  Picton's  skirmishers  and  held 
his  ground  with  an  astonishing  confidence ;  though 
the  third  division  was  nearer  to  the  village  and 
bridge  than  his  right,  and  there  were  already  ca- 
valry and  guns  enough  on  the  plain  to  overwhelm 
him.  In  this  posture  both  sides  remained  for  about 
an  hour,  when  three  cannon  shots  were  fired  from 
the  British  centre  as  a  signal  for  a  forward  move- 
ment, and  suddenly  a  most  splendid  spectacle  of  war 
was  exhibited.  The  woods  seemed  alive  with  troops, 
and  in  a  few  moments  thirty  thousand  men,  forming 
three  gorgeous  lines  of  battle,  were  stretched  across 
the  plain  bending  on  a  gentle  curve  and  moving 
majestically  onwards,  while  horsemen  and  guns, 
springing  forward  simultaneously  from  the  centre 
and  from  the  left  wing,  charged  under  a  general 
volley  from  the  French  battalions :  the  latter  were 
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'xn!^   instantly  hidden  by  the  sntK^e,  and  when  that  cleared 
—^^ —  away  no  enemy  was  to  be  seen ! 

Mueb.  Ney,  keenly  watching  the  progress  of  this  grand 
formation,  had  opposed  Picton's  foremost  skirmisherB 
with  his  left,  while  he  withdrew  the  rest  of  his 
people,  and  with  such  rapidity  that  they  gained  the 
village  before  even  the  cavalry  could  touch  them  : 
the  utmost  efforts  of  Picton  s  light  troops  and  the 
horse- artillery  only  enabled  them  to  gall  the  hind- 
most of  the  French  with  their  fire.  One  howitaer 
was,  however,  dismounted,  but  the  village  (tfRedinha 
was  in  flames  between  it  and  the  pursuers,  and  the 
marshal,  wishing  to  confirm  the  courage  of  his  sol- 
diers at  the  commencement  of  the  retreat,  ordered 
the  French  colonel  Briie  to  cover  it  with  some  in- 
fantry while  in  person  he  superintended  the  carrying 
off  the  injured  piece;  this  was  effected  yet  with  the 
loss  of  fifteen  or  twenty  of  Briie's  men^  and  with  gfreat 
danger  to  Ney,  for  the  British  guns  were  thundering 
on  his  rear,  and  the  light  troops  of  the  third  divi- 
sion, chasing  like  heated  blood- hounds,  passed  the 
river  almost  at  the  same  time  with  the  French.  The 
reserves  of  the  latter  then  cannonaded  the  bridge 
from  the  heights  beyond,  but  a  fresh  dispositioD  of 
attack  was  made  by  lord  Wellington,  the  third  division 
continued  to  press  the  left,  and  Ney  fell  back  upon 
the  main  body  at  Condeixa,  ten  miles  in  the  rear. 

The  British  had  twelve  officers  and  two  hundi^ 
men  killed  and  wounded  in  this  combat.  The  enemy 
lost  as  many,  but  he  might  have  been  destroyed ; 
for  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  duke  of  Elchingen 
remained  a  quarter  of  an  hour  too  long  upon  his 
first  position,  and  lord  Wellington,  deceived  by  the 
skilful  arrangement  of  his  reserve,  paid  him  too 
much  respect.     Nevertheles$  the  extraordinary  faci- 
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lity  and  precision  with  which  the  English  general  ^^^\^' 
handled  so  lai^  a  force,  was  a  warning  to  ^^^^'"TIJj — 
French  commander,  and  produced  a  palpable  effect   Much, 
upon  the  after  operations. 

On  the  13th,  the  allies  renewed  the  pursuit,  and 
before  ten  o'clock  discovered  the  French  army,  the 
second  corps  which  was  at  Espinhal  excepted,  in 
order  of  battle.  The  crisis  of  Masscna's  retreat  had 
arrived.  The  defiles  of  Condeixa  leading  upon  Coim- 
bra  were  behind  him,  and  those  of  Miranda  de  Corvo 
leading  to  the  Puente  de  Murcella  were  on  his  left ; 
but  in  the  fork  of  these  two  roads  Ney  was  seated 
on  a  strong  range  of  heights  covered  by  a  marsh,  and 
his  position  was  only  to  be  approached  by  the  high 
road  which  led  through  a  deep  hollow  against  his 
right.  Trees  wete  felled  to  obstruct  this  passage,  a 
pallisado  barred  the  hollow,  and  breast-works  were 
thrown  up  on  each  side,  for  here  Massena  designed 
to  stop  the  allies  while  Montbrun  seized  Coimbra ; 
and  had  he  succeeded  he  would  have  assumed  a  per- 
manent position  behind  the  Mondego,  and  maintained 
it  until  the  operations  of  Soult  should  draw  off  lord 
Wellington,  or  the  advance  of  Bessieres  with  the 
army  of  the  north  should  enable  him  to  resume  the 
offensive :  nor  would  this  have  been  very  difficult, 
for  he  calculated  justly  that  the  devastated  state  of 
the  country  between  the  Lines  and  the  Mondego 
would  prevent  the.  allies  from  pressing  his  new  posi- 
tion. 

Hitherto  the  French  general  had  appeared  the 
abler  tactician,  but  now  his  adversary  assumed  the 
superiority.  When  at  Thomar,  he  had,  in  expecta- 
tion that  Massena  would  cross  the  Mondego,  directed 
Baccellar  to  look  to  the  security  of  Oporto,  intend- 
ing to  follow  the  French  himself  with  the  utmost 
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*xn^    rapidity ;  and  he  had  also  ordered  Trant  and  Wilson 
',3jj     to  abandon  the  Mondego  and  Vouga  rivers  the  mo- 
March,   ment  the  fords  should  become  passable ;  they  were 
to  retire  across  the  Douro,  to  break  up  the  roads 
as  they  retreated,  to  remove  all  boats  and  means  of 
transport,  and  to  defend  that  river  to  extremity,  that 
the  army  might  have  time  to  close  upon  the  enemy's 
rear.     Wilson  had  been  in  observation  of  the  Ponte 
Murcella  road,  but  hearing  the  enemy  were  menacing 
Coimbra,  he  crossed  the  Mondego  at  Pena  Cova, 
passed  between  the  French  parties,  and  effected  a 
junction  with  Trant     Both  then  fell  back,  Wilson 
upon  Busaco,  Trant  towards  the  Vouga.     But  the 
latter  soon  returned,  for  the  river  was  flooding,  and 
having  previously  destroyed  an  arch  of  the  Coimbra 
bridge  and  placed  guards  at  the  fords  as  far  as  Fi- 
gueras,  when  the  sound  of  guns  reached  these  out- 
posts  he  felt  assured  the  allied  army  was  close  at 
the  heels  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  i  1th  Baccellar  forced  him  to  send  the 
greatest  part  of  his  force  c^in  towards  the  Vouga, 
yet  he  resolved  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Mon- 
dego  with  the  remainder,  and  on  the  evening  of  that 
day  some  French  patroles  appeared  at  the  suburb 
of  Santa  Clara,  while  a  party  of  their  dragoons  ac- 
tually forded  the  Mondego  at  Pereiras. 

The  12th  some  French  officers  examined  the 
bridge,  one  of  them  was  wounded  by  a  cannon-^hot, 
a  skirmish  took  place  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
and  a  party  attempting  to  feel  its  way  along  the 
bridge  was  dispersed  by  grape-shot.  The  fords 
were  however  actually  practicable  for  cavalry, 
and  as  there  were  not  more  than  two  or  three  hun* 
dred  militia  men  to  defend  the  river,  if  Marcognet  s 
brigade  had  marched  in  time  Coimbra  must  have 
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fallen.      The   French    thought  the    reinforcements    chap. 
lately  arrived  from  England  had  come  by  sea  to  the  • 
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Mondego,  but  this  was  a  great  error ;  Coimbra  was   M«reh. 
saved  by  the  same  man  and  the  same  militia  that 
had  captured  it  after  the  battle  of  Busaco. 

Montbrun  finding  such  resistance  sent  an  exag- 
gerated report  early  on  the  13th  to  Massena,  and 
the  latter  too  readily  crediting  his  account  of  Trant's 
strength,  relinquished  the  idea  of  passing  the  Mon- 
dego.  In  his  report  to  the  emperor  he  assigned  as 
an  additional  reason  that  the  reports  made  general 
Hill  in  march  with  a  strong  corps  from  the  valley 
of  the  Zezere  across  the  mountains  to  the  Mondego, 
but  general  Hill  was  really  in  England,  no  troops 
marched  that  way,  and  Trant's  boldness  had  com- 
pletely deceived  the  French  general  who  now  re- 
solved to  retreat  upon  the  Puente  de  Murcella.  To 
insure  the  power  of  changing  his  line  and  to  secure 
his  communications  with  Reynier  who  was  march- 
ing from  the  side  of  Espinal,  he  had  brought 
Loison's  division  to  Fonte  Coberta,  a  villi^e  situated 
five  miles  on  his  left,  at  the  point  where  the  Anciao 
road  falls  into  that  leading  to  the  Ponte  Murcella. 
He  now  reinforced  him  with  Clauzel's  division,  and 
thus  pivotted  on  the  Anciao  Sierra,  with  Reynier's 
corps  behind  on  the  line  of  communication,  and  Ney 
in  possession  of  Condeixa,  he  judged  his  position 
secure,  and  showed  as  confident  a  front  as  if  he  had 
gained  Coimbra.  His  baggage  was  however  ob- 
served filing  off  by  the  Murcella  road  when  the 
allies  first  came  upon  Condeixa,  and  lord  Wellington 
instantly  comprehending  the  true  state  of  affairs 
as  instantly  detached  the  third  division  by  a  very 
difiicult  path  over  the  Sierra  de  Anciao  to  turn 
his  extreme  left. 
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*x?L        ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  *^^  appeared  quiet  in  the  French 
— — — lines.     Massena  had  repaired  in  person  to  Fonte 

Mtich.  Coberta,  leaving  Ney  orders  to  set  fire  to  Condeixa 
at  a  certain  hour,  when  all  the  divisions  were  simul- 
taneously to  concentrate  at  Casal  Nova  on  a  second 
position,  perpendicular  to  the  first  and  covering  the 
road  to  Puente  Murcella.  Towards  three  o'clock, 
however,  Picton  was  descried  winding  round  a  bluff 
end  of  the  Anciao  Sierra  about  eight  miles  distant, 
and  as  he  was  already  beyond  the  French  left  confn- 
sion  pervaded  their  camp  :  a  thick  smoke  soon  arose 
from  Condeixa,  columns  were  seen  hurrying  to- 
wards Casal  Nova,  and  the  British  troops  pushed 
forward.  The  felled  trees  and  other  obstacles  im- 
peded  the  advance  at  first,  and  a  number  of  fires 
simultaneously  kindled  covered  the  retreating 
troops  with  smoke,  while  the  flames  of  Condeixa 
stopped  the  artillery ;  hence  the  skirmishers  and 
.  some  cavalry  only  could  close  with  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  but  so  rapidly  as  to  penetrate  between  the 
division  at  Fonte  Coberta  and  the  rest  of  the  French, 
and  it  is  affirmed  that  the  prince  of  Esling,  who 
was  on  the  road,  only  escaped  capture  by  taking 
the  feathers  out  of  his  hat  and  riding  through  some 
of  the  light  troops. 

Condeixa  being  thus  gained,  the  British  cavalry 
pushed  towards  Coimbra,  opened  the  communi- 
cation with  Trant,  cut  off  Montbrun,  and  took  some 
of  his  horsemen.  The  rest  of  the  army  kindled 
their  fires,  and  the  light  division  planted  piquets 
close  up  to  the  enemy,  but  in  the  night,  about  ten 
o'clock,  the  French  divisions,  whose  presence  at 
Fonte  Coberta  was  unknown  to  lord  Wellington, 
passed  close  along  the  front  of  the  British  posts  and 
made  for  Miranda  de  Corvo.      This  march  was 
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beard  but  supposed  to  be  the  moving  of  baggage  to  ^^i^' 
the  rear  and  was  so  reported  to  sir  William  Erskine, 
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whereupon  that  officer,  concluding  the  French  army    March. 
was  in    full  retreat,    without  any  further  inquiry 
or  care  at  day-light  on  the    14th,  put  the  light 
division  in  march. 


COMBAT    OF    CASAL    NOVA. 

The  morning  was  so  obscured  that  nothing  could 
be  descried  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred  feet,  but 
the  sound  of  a  great  multitude  was  heard  on  the 
hills  in  front,  it  wba  evident  the  French  were  there 
in  force,  and  several  officers  represented  the  rash- 
ness of  thus  advancing  without  orders  and  in  such  a 
fog;  nevertheless  Erskine,  with  astoooding  indif- 
ference, sent  the  fifly-second  forward  in  a  simple 
column  of  sections,  without  a  vanguard  or  other 
precaution,  and  even  before  the  piquets  had  come 
in  from  their  posts.  The  road  dipped  suddenly 
iDto  a  valley  and.  the  regiment  was  immediately 
lost  below  in  the  mist,  which  was  so  thick,  that  the 
troops,  unconsciously  passing  the  enemy's  out-posts, 
had  like  to  have  captured  Ney  himself,  whose  hu 
vouac  was  close  to  the  piquets;  The  riflemen  fol« 
lowed  in  a  few  moments,  and  the  rest  of  the  divi- 
sion was  about  to  plunge  into  the  same  gulf,  when 
the  rattling  of  musketry  and  the  booming  of  round 
shot  were  heard ;  then  the  vapour  rose  slowly,  and  the 
fifty-second  was  seen  on  the  slopes  of  the  opposite 
mountain,  closely  engaged  without  support  in  the 
midst  of  the  enemy's  army. 

At  this  moment  lord  Wellington  arrived.  His 
design  had  been  to  turn  the  left  of  the  French,  for 
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BOOK   their  front  position  was  very  strcmg,  and  behind  it 
they  occupied  the  mountain  ridges  in  suocessioD  to 
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Maich.  the  Deuca  or  Deixa  river,  and  the  defiles  of  Miranda 
de  Corvo.  There  was  however  a  road  leading 
from  Condeixa  to  Espinhal,  and  the  fourth  division 
was  already  in  march  by  it  for  Panella,  having 
orders  to  communicate  with  Nightingale,  to  attack 
Reynier,  and  to  gain  the  sources  of  the  Deuca  and 
Ceira  rivers.  Between  the  fourth  division  and 
Casal  Nova,  the  third  division  was  more  directly 
turning  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  meanwhile  the 
main  body  was  coming  up  to  the  front,  but,  march- 
ing in  one  column,  it  required  time  to  reach  the 
field.  Howbeit  Erskine's  error  forced  on  the  action 
and  the  whole  of  the  light  division  were  pushed 
forward  to  succour  the  fifty-second. 

The  enemy's  ground  was  so  extensive,  and  his 
skirmishers  so  thick  and  so  easily  supported,  that 
in  a  little  time,  the  division  was  necessarily  stretched 
out  in  one  thin  thread,  and  closely  engaged  in  every 
part  without  any  reserve ;  nor  could  it  even  thus 
present  an  equal  front  until  Picton  sent  the  riflemen 
of  the  sixtieth  to  prolong  the  line.  Nevertheless, 
the  fight  was  vigorously  maintained  amidst  the 
numerous  stone  enclosures  on  the  mountain  side, 
some  advantages  were  gained,  and  the  right  of  the 
enemy  was  partially  turned ;  yet  the  main  position 
could  not  be  shaken,  until  Picton  near,  and  Cole 
further  ofl*,  had  turned  it  by  the  left.  Then  the 
first  fifth  and  sixth  divisions,  the  heavy  cavalry,  and 
the  artillery,  also  came  up  on  the  centre  and  Ney 
commenced  his  retreat,  covering  his  rear  with  guns 
and  light  troops,  and  retiring  from  ridge  to  ridge 
with  admirable  precision.  For  a  long  time  he  did 
this  without  confusion  and  with  very  little  loss,  but 
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towards  the  middle  of  the  day  the  British  guns  and   ^^^^^' 
the  skirmishers  got  within  range  of  his  masses,  and  - 
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his  retreat  became  more  rapid  and  less  orderly  :  yet  March. 
he  finally  gained  the  strong  pass  of  Miranda  de 
Corvo,  which  had  been  meanwhile  secured  by  the 
main  body  of  the  French.  Here  Montbrun  rejoined 
the  army.  He  had  summoned  Coimbra  on  the  13th 
at  noon,  but  without  waiting  for  an  answer  passed 
over  the  mountain,  and  gained  the  right  bank  of 
the  Deuca  by  a  very  difficult  march. 

The  loss  of  the  light  division  this  day  was  eleven 
officers  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  enemy's 
loss  was  greater,  and  about  a  hundred  prisoners 
were  taken ;  but  during  the  action  at  Casal 
Nova  general  Reynier  hastily  abandoned  Panella 
on  the  approach  of  the  fourth  division  ;  where- 
upon Cole,  effecting  his  junction  with  Nightingale 
who  had  continued  to  follow  the  second  French 
corps,  passed  the  Deuca,  and  Massena  fearing 
lest  they  should  gain  his  rear,  set  fire  to  the  town 
of  Miranda  and  crossed  the  Ceira  that  night.  His 
whole  army  was  now  compressed  and  crowded 
ia  one  narrow  line,  between  the  high  sierras  and 
the  Mondego,  and  to  lighten  the  march  he  de- 
stroyed a  quantity  of  ammunition  and  baggage. 
Yet  encumbrances  were  still  so  heavy,  and  the  con- 
fusion in  his  army  so  great,  that  he  directed  Ney 
to  cover  the  passage  with  a  few  battalions,  charging 
him  however  not  to  risk  an  action :  but  Ney,  little 
regarding  his  orders,  kept  on  the  left  bank  ten 
or  twelve  battalions  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry  and 
some  guns,  and  thus  provoked  the 

* 

COMBAT    OF    FOZ    d'aRONCE. 

The  French   right  rested  on   some  wooded  and 
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rugged  ground,  their  left  upon  the  village  of  Fot 
d'Aronce.      The  weather  was  obscure  and  rainy, 
the  allies  did  not  reach  the  Ceira  until  four  o'clock 
on  the  15th,  and  little  expecting  an  action  pro- 
ceeded as  they  came  up  to  kindle  the  fires ;    but 
lord  Wellington,  having  cast  a  rapid  glance  ov^ 
the  French  position,  directed  the  light  division  and 
Pack's  brigade  to  hold  their  right  in  play^  ordered 
the  third  division  against  their  left,  and  at  the  same 
moment  the  horse-artillery,  galloping  forward  to  a 
rising  ground,   opened  with    a  great  and  sudden 
effect.     Ney's  left  wing,  surprised  and  ovwthrown 
by  the  first  charge  of  the  third  division,  dispersed 
in  a  panic,  and  fled  in  such  confusion  towards  the 
river,    that  some  missing  the  fords    rushed   into 
the  deeps  and  were  drowned,  and  others  crowding 
on   the   bridge  were   crushed  to  death.     On  the 
right  the  ground  was  so  rugged  and  close  that  the 
action   resolved   itself  into  a  skirmish,    and    Ney 
was  enabled  to  use  some  battalions  to  check  the 
pursuit  of  his  left,  but  meanwhile  darkness  came 
on  and  the  defeated  troops  in  their  disorder  fired  on 
each  other.     Only  four  officers  and  sixty  men  fell 
on  the  side  of  the  British  ;  the  enemy's  loss  was 
not  less  than  five  hundred,  of  which  one-half  were 
drowned,  and  an  eagle  was  afterwards  found  in  the 
bed  of  the  river  when  the    waters  subsided.     In 
the  night   Massena  retired  behind  the  Alva;  but 
Ney,  notwithstanding  this  disastrous  combat,  kept 
his  post  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ceira  untii  every 
encumbrance  had  passed,    and    then  blowing  up 
seventy  feet  of  the  bridge  sent  his  corps  on,  re- 
maining  himself  with  a  weak   rear-guard  on  the 
right  bank. 

Thus  terminated  the  first  part  of  the  retreat  from 
Santarem,  during  which  the  French  commander,  if  we 
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except  his  error  with  regard  to  Coimbra,  displayed   ^J,j^- 
infinite   ability,   but  withal  a  harsh  and  ruthless —^^j[^ — 
spirit.     I  pass  over  the  destruction  of  Redinha,  Con-    *'»«'"• 
deixa,  Miranda  de  Corvo,  and  many  villages  on  the 
route ;  the  burning  of  those  towns  covered  the  retro- 
grade movements  of  the  army,  and  something  must 
be  attributed  to  the  disorder  which  usually  attends 
a  forced  retreat :  yet  the  town  of  Leiria  and  the 
convent  of  Alcoba^awere  given  to  the  flames  byf^»^Wei- 
express.  orders  from  the  French  head-quarters ;  and  d««p*tchef 
though   the  laws  of   war,    rigorously   interpreted, 
authorize  such  examples  when  the  inhabitants  take 
arms,  it  can  only  be  justly  done  for  the  purpose  of 
overawing  the  people,    and    not   from    a  spirit  of 
vengeance   when   abandoning  the   country.      But 
every  horror  that  could  make  war  hideous  attended 
this  dreadful  march  !  Distress,  conflagrations,  death, 
in  all   modes!    from  wounds,    from  fatigue,   from 
water,  from  the  flames,  from  starvation  !     On  every 
side  unlimited  violence,  unlimited  vengeance  !     I 
myself  saw  a  peasant  hounding  on  his  dog  to  de- 
vour the  dead  and  dying,  and  the  spirit  of  cruelty 
once  unchained  smote  even  the  brute  creation.     On 
the  15th  the  French  general,  to  diminish  the  en- 
cumbrances of  his  march,  had  ordered  a  number 
of  beasts  of  burthen  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  in- 
human fellow   charged   with  the  execution,  ham- 
stringed five  hundred  asses  and  left  them  to  starve. 
They  were  thus  found  by  the  British  army  on  that 
day,  and  the  mute  but  deep  expression  of  pain  and 
grief  visible   in   these   poor   creatures'   looks,   so 
wonderfully  roused  the  fury  of  the  soldiers,  and  so 
little  weight  has  reason  with  the  multitude  when 
opposed  by  a  momentary  sensation,  that  no  quarter 
would   have  been   given  to  any  prisoner  at  that 
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^xiu    D^o^^^t.     A  humane  feeling  would  thus  have  led 

~— —  to  direct  cruelty.     This  shows  how  dangerous  it  is 

March,    in  war  to  listen  to  the   passions  at  all,  since  the 

most  praiseworthy  emotion  could  be  thus  perverted 

by  an  accidental  combination  of  circumstances. 

The  French  have  however  been  accused  of 
many  crimes  which  they  did  not  and  could  not 
soathey't  commit :  such  as  the  driving  of  all  women  above 
ww"  "  ten  years  of  age  into  their  camp  at  Redinha,  near 
which  there  were  neither  men  nor  women  to  be 
driven  !  The  country  was  a  desert !  They  have 
also  been  charged  by  the  same  writer  vnth  the 
mutilating  of  John  the  First's  body  in  the  convent 
of  Batalhi,  during  Massena's  retreat ;  whereas  to 
my  certain  knowledge  the  body  of  that  monarch 
had  been  wantonly  pulled  to  pieces,  and  carried  off 
by  British  officers  during  the  retreat  to  the  Lines ! 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


On  the  16th  the  allies  halted,  partly  because  the  chap. 


Ceira  was  swollen  and  unfordable,   partly  from  the  - 

1811 

extreme  exhaustion  of  the  troops  who  had  suffered  March, 
far  greater  privations  than  the  enemy.  The  latter, 
following  his  custom,  carried  fifteen  days'  bread; 
the  allies  depended  upon  a  commissariat  which 
broke  down  under  the  difficulties,  not  from  any 
deficiency  in  Mr.  Kennedy  the  chief  of  the  depart- 
ment, who  was  distinguished  alike  for  zeal  probity 
and  talent ;  but  from  the  ill  conduct  of  the  Portu- 
guese government,  which  deaf  to  the  repeated  re- 
presentations of  lord  Wellington  and  Beresford, 
would  neither  feed  the  Portuguese  troops  regularly 
while  at  Santarem,  nor  fill  their  magazines,  nor 
collect  the  means  of  transporting  food  during  the 
march.  Hence,  after  passing  Pombal,  the  greater 
part  of  the  native  force  had  been  unable  to  con- 
tinue the  pursuit,  and  the  brigades  under  general 
Pack  and  colonel  Ashworth,  which  did  keep  up 
and  engaged  daily  with  the  enemy,  were  actually 
four  days  without  food  of  any  sort.  Numbers  died 
of  inanition  on  the  roads,  and  to  save  the  whole 
from  destruction,  the  British  supplies  were  shared 
with  them.  The  commissary-general's  means  were 
thus  overlaid,  the  whole  army  suffered,  and  neces- 
sity obliged  lord  Wellington  to  halt.  There  was 
also  an  appearance  of  treachery.  Twice  during 
the  retreat,  namely,  at  Coimbra  and  on  the  Alva, 
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XII.  general  Trant  discovered  large  supplies  placed  by 
1911,  Portuguese  government  agents  within  reach  of  the 
**"*^  French  at  most  critical  moments.  In  despite  of  all 
these  difficulties  Wellington  had  saved  Coimbra, 
forced  Massena  into  a  narrow  intricate  and  ravaged 
country,  and  had  with  an  inferior  force  turned 
him  out  of  every  strong  position  which  he  at- 
tempted to  defend:  And  this  by  a  series  of  move- 
ments evincing  great  mastery  in  war.  For  noting 
the  skill  and  tenacity  with  which  the  French  prince 
clung  to  every  league  of  ground,  he  had  con- 
stantly menaced  the  passes  in  his  rear  by  flank 
movements,  and  thus  forced  them  to  abandon  posi- 
tions which  could  scarcely  have  been  forced. 

This  mode  of  turning  the  strength  of  a  country 
to  the  profit  of  the  assailants  is  the  secret  of  moun- 
tain warfare ;  the  army  which  receives  battle  in  the 
hills  has  always  the  advantage,  and  the  general 
who  first  seizes  the  important  points  chooses  his 
own  field  of  battle.  Acting  upon  this  plan  lord 
Wellington  dislodged  Massena  from  many  import- 
ant posts ;  and  with  inferior  numbers  after  passing 
Redinha;  for  when  Coimbra  was  saved,  and  it 
was  clear  the  French  would  not  deliver  a  general 
battle,  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  some  guns,  and  a 
division  of  Portuguese  infantry  was  detached  from 
Condeixa  to  the  Alemtejo.  Again  in  the  night  of 
the  13th,  when  intelligence  of  the  fate  of  Badajos 
arrived,  an  event  which  uncovered  Lisbon,  the  fourth 
division  was  detached  also  to  the  Alemtejo,  to  rein- 
force Beresford  and  enable  him  to  retake  the  fortress 
before  the  breaches  could  be  repaired.  The  sub- 
sequent operations  against  Massena  were  neces- 
sarily slower  and  more  circumspect.  Lord  Wel- 
lington erroneously  believed  the  whole  of  the  ninth 
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corps  to  be  with  the  French  army,  and  therefore   ^^^'*- 
made  the  fourth  division  available  for  one  day  more ;  — rr — 
for  the  road  of  Espinhal  was  the  shortest  line  to  his   Much, 
bridge  over  the  Tagus,  and  the  division  while  moving 
on  Panella  to  gain  that  road  menaced  Massena's 
left  flank  on  the  13th,   and  as  we  have  seen  caused 
Reynier  to  retreat  in  a  hasty  manner.     Meanwhile 
Trant  and  Wilson  moving  up  the  right  bank  of  the 
Mondego,    parallel  to  the  French  line  of  retreat, 
forbad   his  foragers  to  pass  and  were  ready  either 
to  interfere  between  him  and  Oporto,  or  to  harass 
his  flank  and  reac 

These  dispositions  were  certainly  finely  combined, 
and  successful ;  but  the  military  horizon  was  still 
clouded.  Intelligence  came  from  the  north,  that 
Bessieres,  after  providing  for  his  government,  had 
been  able  to  draw  together  at  Zamora  above  seven 
thousand  men,  and  menaced  an  invasion  of  Gallicia ;  Appendix, 
and  though  Mahi  had  an  army  of  sixteen  thousand  SMtion9. 
men  lord  Wellington  anticipated  no  resistance.  In 
the  south,  affairs  were  even  more  gloomy.  The 
battle  of  Barosa,  the  disputes  which  followed,  and 
the  conduct  of  Imas  and  Mendizabal,  proved  that 
from  Spain  no  useful  co-operation  was  ever  to  be 
expected.  Mortier  also  had  now  invested  Campo 
Mayor,  and  it  was  hardly  expected  to  hold  out  until 
Beresford  arrived.  The  Spaniards,  to  whom  it  had  iwd. 
been  delivered  under  an  engagement  of  honour,  con- 
tracted by  Romana,  to  keep  it  against  the  enemy, 
had  disloyally  neglected  and  abandoned  it  at  the 
very  moment  when  Badajos  fell,  and  two  hundred 
Portuguese  militia,  thrown  in  at  the  moment,  had  to 
defend  a  fortress  which  required  a  garrison  of  five 
thousand  regulars.  Nor  was  the  enemy  immediately 
in  the  British  front  the  last  to  be  considered. 
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^v/^        Ney  withdrew  from  the  Ceira  in  the  evening  of 
— — — the  IGth,  and  on  the  17th  the  light  division  forded 

Mmreh.  that  river  with  great  difficulty,  while  the  rest  of  the 
army  passed  over  a  trestle  bridge  made  in  the  night 
by  the  staff-corps :  but  the  French  having  repaired 
the  broken  bridge  of  Murcella  and  thus  passed  the 
Alva  were  in  position  behind  that  river.  They  oc- 
cupied the  Sierra  de  Moita,  and  having  again  de- 
stroyed the  Ponte  Murcella,  and  another  bridge  near 
Pombeira,  resolved  to  halt  for  several  days.  In  this 
view  Massena  sent  the  second  corps  up  the  stream  to 
guard  the  higher  parts  and  then  spread  his  foragers 
to  a  great  distance ;  but  he  was  disturbed  sooner 
than  he  expected.  For  three  British  divisions,  sent 
on  the  18th  by  the  Sierra  de  Guiteria,  made  way 
over  that  rugged  mountain  with  persevering  strength, 
and  while  they  menaced  Reynier  on  the  Upper  Alva, 
two  other  divisions  cannonaded  Ney  on  the  lower 
parts  of  that  river. 

The  Upper  Alva,  thus  threatened  by  Wellington  s 
right  was  parallel  to  the  French  line  of  retreat,  and 
Massena  finding  the  ruggedness  of  the  mountain 
was  no  protection  to  him  immediately  recalled  Rey- 
nier, and  abandoning  the  Lower  Alva  also,  concen- 
trated on  the  Sierra  de  Moita  for  a  battle  ;  it  then 
behoved  the  allies  to  concentrate  also  lest  their  sepa- 
rated columns  should  be  crushed  in  detail;  but  this 
was  difficult  to  effect  in  advance,  for  the  Lower  Alva 
was  deep,  wide  and  rapid,  and  there  were  no  pon- 
toons ;  yet  the  staff-corps  contrived  an  ingenious  raft 
bridge,  by  which  the  light  division  passed  between 
Murcella  and  Pombeira ;  at  the  same  time  the 
right  wing  of  the  army  entered  Arganil  on  the  Upper 
Alva,  and  Trant  and  Wilson  closed  on  the  farther 
side  of  the  Mondego.  Massena  thus  pressed,  re- 
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commenced  his  retreat  with  great  rapidity,  and  being  ^^^**' 
desirous  to  gain  Celorico  and  the  defiles  leading  • 
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upon  Guarda  betimes,  again  destroyed  baggage  and  March, 
ammunition  ;  and  abandoned  even  his  more  distant 
foraging  parties,  who  were  thus  intercepted  and 
taken  to  the  number  of  eight  hundred ;  for  lord  Wel- 
lington, seeing  the  success  of  his  combinations,  had 
immediately  directed  all  his  columns  upon  Moita, 
and  the  whole  army  was  assembled  there  on  the 
19th. 

The  20th  the  pursuit  was  renewed  through 
Penhancos,  but  only  with  the  light  division  and  the 
cavalry;  the  communication  was  however  again 
opened  with  Wilson  and  Trant  who  had  reached  the 
bridge  of  Fomos,  and  with  Silveira  who  was  about 
Trancoso ;  the  third  and  sixth  divisions  followed  in 
reserve,  but  the  remainder  of  the  army  halted  at 
Moita,  until  provisions,  sent  by  sea  from  Lisbon  to 
the  Mondego,  could  come  up  to  them. 

Massena  reached  Celorico  the  21st  with  two  corps 
and  the  cavalry.  He  immediately  opened  a  com- 
munication with  Almeida,  and  posted  detachments 
of  horse  on  the  Pinhel,  while  Reynier  who  had 
retired  through  Govea  occupied  Guarda  with  the 
second  corps.  He  had  now  regained  his  original 
base  of  operations,  and  his  retreat  may  be  said  to 
have  terminated ;  yet  he  was  far  from  wishing  to 
re-enter  Spain,  where  he  could  only  appear  as  a 
baffled  general :  shorn  also  of  half  his  authority, 
because  Bessieres  now  commanded  the  northern 
provinces,  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  inva- 
sion had  been  under  himself.  Hence,  anxious  to 
hold  on  to  Portugal  that  his  previous  retreat  might 
appear  only  a  change  of  position,  he  formed  the  de- 
sign of  throwing  all  his  sick  men  and  other  incum- 

voL.  in.  2  I  n        ] 
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'  ^xu^   brances  into  Almeida,  and  then,  passing  the  Estrella 

at  Guarda,  make  a  countermarch  through  Sabugal 

March,  and  Pena  Macor  to  the  Elga,  and  so  establish  new 
communications,  across  the  Tagus  with  Soult  and 
by  the  valley  of  the  Tagus  with  the  king. 

But  the  factions  in  his  army  had  now  risen  to 
such  a  height  he  could  no  longer  command  the 
obedience  of  his  lieutenants.  Drouet,  MoDtbrun, 
Junot,  Reynier  and  Ney,  were  all  at  variance  with 
each  other  and  with  him.  The  first  had  in  the 
beginning  of  the  retreat  been  requested  to  secure 
Coimbraj  instead  of  which  he  quitted  Portugal,  and 
carried  with  him  Claparede's  division.  Marcognet  s 
brigade  was  then  ordered  for  that  operation,  but  it 
did  not  move,  and  Montbrun  undertook  it  but  failed 
as  we  have  seen  in  default  of  vigour.  Junot  was 
disabled  by  his  wound,  yet  his  faction  did  not  the 
less  shew  their  discontent.  Reynier  s  dislike  to  the 
prince  was  so  strong  that  the  officers  carrying 
flags  of  truce  from  his  corps  never  failed  to  speak 
of  it  to  the  British,  and  Ney,  more  fierce  than  all 
of  them,  defied  Massena's  authority.  To  him  the 
dangerous  delay  at  Pombal,  Marcognet's  neglect, 
and  the  too  sudden  evacuation  of  the  position  at 
General  Coudcixa,  havc  bccu  attributed :  and  it  is  alleged 
Notes' See  by  his  ceusurcrs,  that  far  from  being  ordered  to  set 
vktoirn  fire  to  that  town  on  the  13th,  as  the  ^gnal  for  a 
qufttee  des  preconccrtcd  retreat,  he  had  promised  Massena  to 
maintain  the  position  for  twenty-four  hours.  The 
personal  risk  of  the  latter,  in  consequence  of  the 
hasty  change  of  position,  would  seem  to  confirm 
this ;  but  when  Picton  was  observed  passing  the 
Sierra  de  Anciao  by  a  road  before  unknown  to  the 
French,  and  by  which  the  second  corps  could  have 
been  separated  from  the  army  and  the  passes  of 
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Miranda  de  Corvo  seized,   Ney  would  have  been  ^^ap. 
insane  to  have  delayed  his  movement. 
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At  Miranda,  the  long  gathering  anger  between  Marek. 
the  prince  and  the  marshal  broke  out  in  a  violent 
altercation ;  and  at  Celorico  Ney,  wishing  to  fall 
back  on  Almeida  to  shorten  the  term  of  the  retreat, 
absolutely  refused  to  concur  in  the  projected  march 
to  Coria ;  he  even  moved  his  troops  in  a  contrary 
direction,  but  MasseAa,  a  man  not  to  be  opposed 
with  impunity,  deprived  him  of  his  command  and 
gave  the  sixth  corps  to  Loison.  E)ach  marshal  sent 
confidential  officers  to  Paris  to  justify  their  conduct 
to  the  emperor,  and  from  both  of  those  officers  I 
have  derived  information,  but  as  each  thinks  that 
the  conduct  of  his  general  was  approved  by  Napo- 
leon, their  opinions  are  irreconcilable  upon  many 
points ;  I  have  therefore  set  down  in  the  narrative 
the  leading  sentiments  of  each,  without  drawing 
any  other  conclusions  than  those  deducible  from  the 
acknowledged  principles  of  art  and  from  unques- 
tioned &cts.  Thus  judging,  it  appears  that  Mas- 
sena's  general  views  were  as  superior  to  Ney's,  as 
the  latter's  readiness  and  genius  for  handling  of 
troops  in  action  were  superior  to  the  prince's.  Yet 
the  duke  of  Elchingen  often  played  too  near  the 
flame^  whereas  nothing  could  be  grander  than  the 
conceptions  of  Massena :  nor  was  the  project  now 
meditated  by  him  the  least  important. 

From  Guarda  to  Zarza  Mayor  and  Coria  was 
only  two  days  march  longer  than  to  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo,  but  the  army  of  Portugal  must  have  gone  to 
the  latter  place  a  beaten  army,  seeking  for  refuge 
and  succour  in  its  fortresses  and  reserves,  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  central  line  of  invasion :   whereas  by 
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BOOK    gaining  Coria  a  great  movement  of  war  wiping  ont 
the  notion   of  a  forced  retreat  would  have   been 


xu. 
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March,  accomplished.  A  close  and  concentric  direction 
would  thus  have  been  given  to  the  armies  of  the 
south,  of  the  centre,  and  of  Portugal ;  and  then  a 
powerful  demonstration  against  Lisbon  would  ine- 
vitably have  brought  lord  Wellington  back  to  the 
Tagus.  Thus  the  conquests  of  the  campaign, 
namely,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Almeida,  Badajos,  and 
Olivenza,  would  have  been  preserved,  and  mean- 
while the  army  of  the  north  could  have  protected 
Castile  and  menaced  the  frontier  of  Portugal.  Mas- 
sena,  having  maturely  considered  this  plan,  gave 
orders  on  the  23d  for  the  execution,  but  Ney,  as 
we  have  seen,  thwarted  him.  Meanwhile  the 
English  horse  and  the  militia  hovering  round  Celo- 
rico,  made  in  different  skirmishes  a  hundred  pri- 
soners and  killed  as  many  more,  and  the  French 
cavalry  posts  withdrew  from  the  Pinhel.  The  sixth 
corps  then  took  a  position  at  Guarda ;  the  second 
corps  at  Belmonte  ;  the  eighth  corps  and  the  cavalry 
in  the  eastern  valleys  of  the  Estrella. 

Ney's  insubordination  nullified  the  plan  of  march- 
ing upon  the  Elga,  but  Massena  expected  still  to 
maintain  himself  at  Guarda  with  the  aid  of  the  army 
of  the  south,  and  to  hold  open  the  communications 
with  the  king  and  with  Soult.  His  foragers  had 
gathered  provisions  in  the  western  valleys  of  the 
Estrella,  and  he  calculated  upon  being  able  to  keep 
his  position  for  eight  days  with  his  own  force  alone. 
And  independent  of  this  general  advantage,  it  was 
essential  to  hold  Guarda  for  some  time,  because 
Drouet  had  permitted  Julian  Sanchez  to  cut  off  a 
large  convoy  destined  for  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  had 
left  Almeida  with  only  ten  days*  provisions. '  Soon 
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however  lord  Wellington's  ready  boldness  disar-  ^^y^' 
ranged  the  prince's  calculations.  -— - — 

The  troops  had  come  up  from  Moita  on  the  28th,  Mwfci. 
and  with  them  the  reinforcements  from  Lisbon, 
which  were  organized  as  a  seventh  division.  The 
light  division  and  the  cavalry  then  passed  the  Mon* 
dego  at  Celorico,  drove  the  French  from  Frexadas, 
and  occupied  the  villages  beyond  that  place :  at  the 
same  time,  the  militia  took  post  on  the  Pinhel  river, 
cutting  the  communication  with  Almeida,  and  the 
third  division  was  establbhed  at  Porca  de  Misa- 
rella,  half  way  up  the  mountain,  to  secure  the 
bridges  over  the  higher  Mondego.  This  done, 
three  divisions  of  infantry  and  two  regiments  of 
cavalry  were  disposed  in  five  columns  of  attack  on 
a  half  circle  round  the  foot  of  the  Guarda  mountain, 
and  early  on  the  29th  ascended  by  as  many  paths, 
leading  concentrically  upon  the  town  and  over- 
lapping both  the  French  flanks.  They  were  sup* 
ported  on  one  wing  by  the  militia,  on  the  other  by 
the  fifth  division,  and  in  the  centre  by  the  first  and 
seventh  divisions.  A  great  battle  was  expected, 
but  the  absence  of  Ney  was  at  once  felt  by  both 
armies ;  the  appearance  of  the  allied  columns  threw 
the  French  for  the  first  time  into  the  greatest  con- 
fusion^  and  without  firing  a  shot  this  nearly  im- 
pregnable position  was  abandoned.  Had  the  pur- 
suit been  as  vigorous  as  the  attack  it  is  not  easy  to 
see  how  the  second  corps  could  have  rejoined  Mas- 
sena ;  but  Reynier  quitted  Belmonte  in  the  night 
and  recovered  his  communication  with  a  loss  of 
only  three  hundred  prisoners,  although  the  horse- 
artillery  and  cavalry  had  been  launched  against 
him  at  daylight  on  the  30th  ;  and  much  more  could 
have  been  done,  if  general  Slade  had  pushed  his 
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^xiu  ^1*^00^  forward  with  the  celerity  and  vigour  the 
— — —  occasion  required. 
April.  On  the  Ist  of  April,  the  allied  army  desc^iding 
the  mountains  reached  the  Coa;  but  the  French 
general,  still  anxious  to  maintain  at  once  his  hold  of 
Portugal  and  the  power  of  operating  either  on  the 
side  of  Coria  or  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Almeida,  was 
again  in  position  on  the  right  bank  of  that  river. 
The  sixth  corps  held  Rovina,  with  detachmmU 
guarding  the  bridge  of  Seceiras  and  the  ford  of  Ata- 
layon  ;  the  communication  with  Almeida  was  main- 
tained by  a  brigade  of  the  ninth  corps,  which  was 
posted  near  the  ford  of  Jun^a  ;  the  second  corps  oc- 
cupied the  hills  behind  Sabugal,  stretching  towards 
Alfayates,  with  strong  detachments  at  the  bridge  of 
Sabugal  and  the  ford  of  Rapoulha  de  Coa ;  the 
eighth  corps  was  at  Alfayates,  and  a  post  was  esta- 
blished  at  Rendo  to  maintain  the  communication 
between  the  second  and  the  sixth  corps.  The  Fraich 
army  was  thus  disposed  on  two  sides  of  a  triangle, 
the  apex  at  Sabugal,  and  both  fronts  covered  by  the 
Coa,  because  Sabugal  was  situated  in  a  sharp  bend 
of  the  stream.  Massena  was  even  inclined  to  retake 
the  offensive,  for  a  notion  prevailed  in  his  camp, 
that  the  allied  divisions  were  very  much  scattered 
and  might  be  beaten  in  detail ;  the  disputes  amongst 
the  superior  officers  prevented  this  enterprize, 
which  was  founded  on  false  information ;  but  the 
strength  of  the  position  again  lulled  the  generals 
into  a  false  security  from  which  they  were  roughly 
awakened. 

During  the  first  two  days  of  April  lord  Welling- 
ton occupied  a  line  parallel  to  the  enemy's  right, 
whicb  could  not  be  attacked,  because  the  Coa, 
which  is  in  itself  a  considerable  river,  runs  along  its 
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whole  course  in  a  rugged  channel  continually  deep-  ^?v7' 
ening  as  the  stream  flows.  Trant  and  Wilson  were  '^^^^  ■ 
however  directed  to  pass  helow  Almeida  and  pene-  ^p"^-  . 
trate  between  that  fortress  and  Ciudad  RodrigOi 
thus  menacing  the  enemy's  right  flank  and  rear. 
Meanwhile  lord  Wellington,  leaving  the  sixth  divi- 
sion opposite  Ney's  corps  at  Rovina,  and  a  battalion 
of  the  seventh  division  at  the  bridge  of  Seceiras  to 
cover  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  allies,  resolved 
with  the  remainder  of  the  army  to  turn  and  attack 
the  left  of  the  French  position.  For  this  purpose 
general  Slade's  cavalry  was  directed  to  cross  the 
Upper  Coa,  where  the  bed  was  most  practicable,  at 
daybreak  on  the  3d  ;  the  light  division  was  ordered 
to  ford  the  river  a  little  below ;  the  third  division 
still  lower ;  the  fifth  division  and  the  artillery  were 
to  force  the  bridge  of  Sabugal ;  the  first  and  seventh 
divisions,  with  the  exception  of  the  battalion  at  Se- 
ceiras, were  held  in  reserve.  Thus  ten  thousand  men, 
pivotted  upon  the  fifth  division  at  Sabugal,  were 
destined  to  turn  Reynier's  left,  to  separate  him  from 
the  eighth  corps,  and  to  surround  and  crush  hira 
before  the  sixth  corps  could  come  from  Rovina  to 
his  succour :  one  of  those  accidents  which  are  fre* 
quent  in  war  marred  this  well-concerted  plan. 


BATTL£    OF    SABUGAL. 

The  morning  was  foggy  and  the  troops  could 
not  gain  their  respective  posts  of  attack  with  that 
simultaneous  regularity  which  is  so  essential  to  suc- 
cess ;  in  the  light  division  no  measures  were  taken 
by  sir  William  Erskine  to  put  the  columns  in  a  right 
direction,  the  brigades  were  not  even  held  together, 
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^xiL    ^^^  ^^  carried  off  the  cavalry  without  commuaicat- 


ing  with  colonel  Beckwith ;  that  officer,  who  com- 
Apai.  manded  the  first  brigade,  being  thus  left  without 
instructions  halted  at  a  ford  in  expectation  of  further 
orders.  In  this  state  a  staff  officer  rode  up,  and 
somewhat  hastily  asked  why  he  did  not  attack? 
The  thing  appeared  rash,  but  with  an  enemy  in  his 
front  he  could  make  no  reply,  wherefore  passing 
the  river,  which  was  deep  and  rapid,  he  ascended 
a  very  steep  wooded  hill  on  the  other  side.  .  Four 
companies  of  the  ninety-fifth  leading  the  way 
were  followed  by  the  forty-third  regiment,  and 
meanwhile  the  ca^adores  and  the  other  brigade, 
having  before  passed  the  river  higher  up  were 
moving  independently  to  the  right  upon  the  true 
point  of  direction.  They  were  now  distant,  a  dark 
heavy  rain  rendered  it  impossible  for  some  time 
to  distinguish  friends  or  foes,  and  owing  to  the  ob- 
scurity, none  of  the  other  divisions  of  the  army  had 
yet  reached  their  respective  posts  :  this  attack  was 
therefore  made  too  soon,  in  a  partial  and  dangerous 
manner,  and  at  the  wrong  point,  for  Reynier*s  whole 
corps  was  in  front,  and  Beckwith  having  only  one 
bayonet  regiment  and  four  companies  of  riflemen, 
was  assailing  more  than  twelve  thousand  infantry 
supported  by  cavalry  and  artillery. 

Scarcely  had  the  riflemen  reached  the  top  of  the 
hill,  when  a  compact  and  strong  body  of  French 
drove  them  back  upon  the  forty-third,  the  weather 
cleared  at  the  instant,  and  Beckwith  at  once  saw 
and  felt  all  the  danger,  but  his  heart  was  too  big  to 
quail.  With  one  fierce  charge  he  beat  bade  the 
enemy,  and  gained  and  kept  the  summit  of  the  bill, 
although  two  French  howitzers  poured  their  showers 
of  grape  into  his  ranks,  while  a  fresh  force  came 
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against  big  front,  and  considerable  bodies  advanced  ^'j^^- 
on  either  flank.     Fortunately  Reynier,  little  expect^  — — — 
ing  to  be  attacked,  had  for  the  convenience  of  water    Aprfu 
placed  his  main  body  in  the  low  ground  behind  the 
height  on  which  the  action  commenced.     His  re* 
newed  attack  was  therefore  up  hill,  yet  his  mus- 
ketry, heavy  from  the  beginning,  soon  increased  to 
a  storm,  and  his  men  sprung  up  the  acclivity  with 
such  violence  and  clamour,  that  it  was  evident  no- 
thing but  the  most  desperate  fighting  could  save  the 
British  from  destruction. 

Captain  Hopkins,  commanding  a  flank  company 
of  the  forty-third,  running  out  to  the  right,  with 
admirable  presence  of  mind  seized  a  small  emi- 
nence, close  to  the  French  guns  and  commanding 
the  ascent  up  which  the  French  troops  turning  the 
right  flank  were  approaching.     His  first  fire  was 
so  sharp  that  the  assailants  were  thrown  into  con- 
fusion ;  they  rallied  bnt  were  again  disordered  by 
the  volleys  of  this  company ;  and  when  a  third  time 
they  endeavoured  tx>  form  a  head  of  attack,  Hopkins 
with  a  sudden  charge  increased  their  disorder,  and 
at  the  same  moment  the  two  battalions  of  the  fifty- 
second  regiment,  attracted  by  the  fire,  entered  the 
line.     Meanwhile  the  centre  and  left  of  the  forty- 
third  were  furiously  engaged,  and  wonderfully  ex- 
cited, for  Beckwith  with  the  blood  streaming  from  a 
wound  down  his  face,  rode  amongst  the  foremost 
of  the  skirmishers,  directing  all  with  ability,  and 
praising  the  men  in  the  loud  and  cheerful  tone  of  a 
man  sure  to  win  his  battle.     The  musket  bullets 
flew  thicker  and  closer  every  instant  and  the  fight 
became  very  perilous,  but  the  French  fell  fast  and 
•  a   second  charge   again   cleared    the   hill.      One 
howitzer  was  taken   by   the  forty-third,    and   the 
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'xn^  skirmbhers  were  descending  towards  the  oiemy's 
— — —  ground  below,  when  small  bodies  of  cavalry  came 

ipiu*.  galloping  in  from  all  parts  and  obliged  them  to  take 
refuge  with  the  main  body,  which  instantly  reformed 
its  line  behind  a  low  stone  wall. 

In  this  state  of  affairs,  a  French  squadron  of 
dragoons,  having  surmounted  the  ascent,  rode  with 
incredible  daring  up  to  the  wall  and  were  in  the 
act  of  firing  over  it  with  pistols,  when  a  rollmg 
volley  laid  nearly  the  whole  of  them  lifeless  on  the 
ground ;  at  the  same  time  a  very  strong  column 
of  infantry  rushing  up  the  fece  of  the  hill,  endea- 
voured to  retake  the  howitzer,  which  was  on  the 
edge  of  the  descent  and  only  fifty  yards  from  the 
wall ;  but  no  man  could  reach  it  and  live,  so  deadly 
was  the  forty-third's  fire.  Meanwhile  two  Kiglisk 
guns  came  into  action,  and  the  fifty-second  charging 
violently  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  infantry 
i^in  vindicated  the  possession  of  the  height; 
nevertheless  fresh  squadrons  of  cavalry,  which  had 
followed  the  infantry  in  the  last  attack,  seeing  the 
fifty-second  men  scattered  by  this  chaise,  flew  upon 
them  with  great  briskness  and  caused  some  disorder 
amongst  the  foremost  skirmishers,  but  they  were 
soon  repulsed. 

Reynier,  convinced  at  last  that  he  had  acted  un- 
skilfully in  sending  up  his  troops  piece-meal,  now 
put  all  his  reserves,  amounting  to  nearly  six  thou- 
sand infiemtry,  with  artillery  and  cavalry,  in  motion, 
and  outflanking  the  division  on  its  left  appeared 
resolute  to  storm  the  contested  height.  But  at  this 
critical  period  the  fifth  division  passed  the  bridge 
of  Sabugal,  the  British  cavalry  appeared  on  the 
hills  beyond  the  enemy's  left,  and  general  Col- 
ville  emei^ing  from  the  woods   on  Reynier's  right 
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with  the  leading   brigade  of  the  third  diTision,   ^^^^' 
opened  a   fire  on  that  side,  which  instantly  de- 


1811. 

cided  the  fate  of  the  day.  The  French  general  then  ApaL 
fearing  to  be  surrounded,  hastily  retreated  upon 
Rendo,  where  he  met  the  sixth  corps  which  had 
been  put  in  march  when  the  first  shots  were  heard, 
and  together  they  fell  back  upon  Alfayates,  pur- 
sued by  the  English  cavalry.  The  loss  of  the 
allies  in  this  bloody  encounter,  which  did  not  last 
quite  an  hour,  was  nearly  two  hundred  killed  and 
wounded,  that  of  the  enemy  was  enormous :  three 
hundred  dead  bodies  were  heaped  together  on  the 
hill,  the  greatest  part  round  the  captured  howitzer, 
and  more  than  twelve  hundred  were  wounded !  So 
unwisely  had  Reynier  handled  his  masses  and  so 
true  and  constant  was  the  English  fire.  The  prin* 
cipal  causes  of  this  disproportion  were,  first  the 
heavy  rain  which  gave  the  French  only  a  partial 
view  of  the  British ;  secondly  the  thick  wood, 
which  ending  near  the  top  of  the  hill  left  only  an 
open  and  exposed  space  for  the  enemy  to  mount 
after  the  first  attack :  yet  it  wte  no  exaggeration  in 
lord  Wellington  to  say,  **  that  this  was  one  of  the  official 
roost  glorious  actions  British  troops  were  ever  en- 
gaged  in." 

The  next  day,  the  light  division  took  the  route 
of  Valdespina,  to  feel  for  the  enemy  on  the  side  of 
the  pcusses  leading  upon  Coria«  Massena  was  how- 
ever in  full  retreat  for  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  on  the 
6th  he  crossed  the  frontier  of  Portugal,  The  vi- 
gour of  the  French  discipline  on  sudden  occasions 
was  now  surprisingly  manifested.  Those  men  who 
had  for  months  been  living  by  rapine,  whose  re- 
treat had  been  one  continued  course  of  violence 
and  devastation,  having  now  passed  an  imaginary 
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^^^   line  of  frontier  became  the  most  orderly  of  soldien  ; 
not  the  slightest  rudeness  was  offered  to  any  ^>a- 


1811* 

April*,    niardy  and  every  thing  demanded  was  scrupulously 

Nofivl*'''  P^i<i  for,  although  bread  was  sold  at  two  shillings 

secUoii2.  ^  pound  !    Massena  himself  also,  fierce  and  terrible 

as  he  was  in  Portugal,  always  treated  the  Spaniards 

with  gentleness  and  moderation. 

While  these  events  were  passing  at  Sabugal, 
Trant  having  crossed  the  Lower  Coa  with  four 
thousand  militia,  took  post  two  miles  from  Almeida. 
But  the  river  suddenly  flooded  behind  him,  all  the 
bridges  had  been  broken  by  Massena,  and  near 
fort  Conception,  there  was  a  brigade  of  the  ninth 
corps  which  had  been  employed  to  cover  the  march 
of  the  battering  train  from  Almeida  to  Ciudad  Ro* 
drigo.  To  extricate  his  troops  Trant  constructed  a 
temporary  bridge  with  great  difficulty  and  was 
going  to  retire  on  the  6th,  when  he  received  a  letter 
from  the  British  head-quarters,  desiring  him  to  be 
vigilant  in  cutting  the  communication  with  Al- 
meida, and  fearless,  because  the  next  morning  a 
British  force  would  be  up  to  his  assistance.  March- 
ing then  to  Val  de  Mula,  he  boldly  interposed  be- 
tween the  fortress  and  this  brigade  of  the  ninth 
corps,  but  the  promised  succours  did  not  appear, 
and  the  still  advancing  French  were  within  half  a 
mile  of  his  position  !  His  destruction  appeared  in- 
evitable, when  suddenly  two  cannon  shots  were 
heard  to  the  southward,  the  enemy's  troops  hastily 
formed  squares  in  retreat,  and  in  ten  minutes  six 
squadrons  of  British  cavalry  and  a  troop  of  horse 
artillery  came  sweeping  over  the  plain  in  their  rear. 
Military  order  and  coolness  marked  the  French  re- 
treat across  the  Turones,  yet  the  cannon  shots 
ploughed  with  a  fearful  effect  through  their  dense 
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masses,  and  the  horsemen  continually  flanked  their  chap. 
line  of  march  :  they  however  gained  the  rough  - 
ground,  and  finally  escaped  over  the  Agueda  by 
Barba  del  Puerco,  but  with  the  loss  of  three  hun- 
dred men  killed  wounded  and  prisoners.  Trant 
was  thus  saved  as  it  were  by  a  miracle ;  for  some 
unexpected  accident  had  prevented  the  English  in- 
fantry from  marching  in  the  morning  according  to 
lord  Wellington's  promise,  and  he  had  pushed  on 
this  cavalry  which  would  have  been  useless  an 
hour  later. 

The  prince  of  Esling  reached  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
two  days  before  this  event,  and  lord  Wellington 
now  stood  victorious  on  the  confines  of  Portugal, 
having  executed  what  to  others  appeared  incredibly 
rash  and  vain  even  to  attempt. 
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BOOK 
XII. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Massena  entered  Portugal  with  sixty-five  thoa- 
sand  men,  and  his  reinforcements  while  at  San- 


18H. 

April,  tarem  were  about  ten  thousand.  He  repassed  the 
frontier  with  forty-five  thousand,  wherefore  the  in- 
vasion of  Portugal  cost  him  thirty  thousand  men, 
of  which  fourteen  thousand  might  have  fallen  by 
the  sword  or  been  taken.  Not  more  than  six  thou- 
sand were  lost  during  the  retreat;  but  had  lord 
Wellington,  unrestrained  by  political  ccmsidera- 
tionsy  attacked  him  vigorously  at  Redinha,  Con- 
deixa,  CasalNova,  and  Miranda  de  Corvo,  half  the 
French  army  would  have  been  destroyed,  though 
with  great  loss  to  the  assailants.  A  retreating  army 
should  fight  as  little  as  possible. 

When  the  French  reached  the  Agueda,  their  ca- 
valry detachments,  heavy  artillery,  and  convales- 
cents, again  augmented  the  army  to  more  than  fifty 
thousand  men,  but  the  fatigues  of  the  retreat  and 
the  want  of  provisions  would  not  suffer  them  to 
shew  a  front  to  the  allies ;  wherefore,  drawing  two 
hundred  thousand  rations  from  Ciudad,  they  fell 
back  to  Salamanca  and  lord  Wellington  invested 
Almeida.  The  light  division  occupied  Gallegos 
and  Espeja,  the  rest  of  the  army  was  disposed  in 
villages  on  both  sides  of  the  Coa,  and  the  head- 
quarters were  transferred  to  Villa  Formosa,  where 
colonel  Waters,  who  had  been  taken  near  Belmonte 
during  the  retreat,  rejoined  the  army.  Confident 
in  his  own  resources  he  had  refused  his  parole,  and 
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when  carried  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  rashly  mentioned   c"^**- 
his  intention  of  escaping  to  the  Spaniard  in  whose  ■ 

house  he  was  lodged ;  this  man  betrayed  counsel,  but  Aptii. 
bis  servant  detecting  the  treachery  secretly  offered 
bis  own  aid ;  but  Waters  told  him  to  get  the  rowels 
of  his  spurs  sharpened  and  no  more,  for  his  design 
was  one  of  open  daring.  He  was  placed  under  the 
guard  of  four  gens  d'armeSy  and  when  near  Sala- 
manca, the  chief,  who  rode  the  only  good  horse  of 
the  party^  alighted  for  a  moment,  whereupon  Waters 
gave  the  spur  to  his  own  mare,  a  celebrated 
animal,  and  galloped  off !  It  was  an  act  of  incre* 
dible  resolution  and  hardihood,  for  he  was  on  a 
wide  plain,  and  before  him  and  for  miles  behind 
him  the  road  was  covered  with  the  French  columns. 
His  hat  fell  off,  and  thus  marked  he  rode  along  the 
flank  of  the  troops,  some  encouraging  him,  others 
firing  at  him,  the  gens  d'armes  being  always  sword 
in  hand^  close  at  his  heels.  Suddenly  he  broke  at 
full  speed  between  two  of  the  columns,  gained  a 
wooded  hollow,  and  having  thus  baffled  his  pur- 
suers, evaded  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  army  and  the 
third  day  reached  head-quarters,  where  lord  Wel- 
lington had  caused  his  baggage  to  be  brought,  ob- 
serving that  he  would  not  be  long  absent ! 

Massena,  having  occupied  Salamanca  and  com-  Appendu, 
municated  with  Bessieres,  sent  a  convoy  to  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  and  lord  Wellington  was  unable  to  pre- 
vent its  entrance*  He  had  been  forced  by  want  of 
money  to  disband  all  the  militia  and  had  disposed 
hb  army  between  the  Coa  and  the  Agueda,  to 
blockade  Almeida ;  he  even  caused  two  temporary 
bridges  to  be  laid  where  the  road  from  Cinco  Villas 
to  Pinhel  crosses  the  Coa,  to  secure  a  retreat  for  the 
troops  on  that  side  if  pressed,  which  might  easily 
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'xu!^    happen ;  for  the  Portuguese  army  was  in  a  dreadful 

'  iBii.     state,   and  the  continued  misconduct   of  the  Re- 

.  Aprii.    gency,  and  the  absolute  want  of  money,  gave  little 

hope  of  amelioration.     It  was  therefore  impossible 

to  take  a  position  beyond  the  Agueda. 

The  depots  were  now  re-established  at  Lamego 
on  the  Douro,  and  at  Raiva  on  the  Mondego,  and 
magazines  of  consumption  were  formed  at  Celorico, 
from  whence  the  mule-brigades  brought  up  the  pro- 
Tisions  by  the  way  of  Castello  Bom.  Measures 
were  also  taken  at  Guarda,  Pena  Macor,  and  Cas- 
tello Branco,  to  form  commissariat  establishments 
to  be  supplied  from  Abrantes ;  but  the  transport  of 
stores  was  difficult,  and  this  consideration,  com- 
bined with  .the  capricious  nature  of  the  Agueda  and 
Coa,  rendered  it  too  dangerous  to  blockade  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  and  Almeida  together :  for  the  coveriog 
troops  would  have  had  those  rivers  behind  them, 
while  the  position  itself  would  be  weak  and  ei- 
tended.  Indeed  the  blockade  of  Almeida  was  only 
undertaken,  because,  from  intercepted  letters  and 
other  sources  it  was  known  to  have  but  two  weeks' 
provisions,  and  lord  Wellington  was  prepared  to 
relinquish  it  if  pressed,  since  it  formed  no  part  of 
the  plan  which  he  contemplated. 

The  success  in  Portugal  having  given  stability 
to  the  English  ministers,  it  would  appear  they  were 
satisfied,  and  designed  to  limit  their  future  effi>rts 
to  the  defence  of  that  country,  for  lord  Liverpool 
now  required  the  return  of  many  battalions  to  Eng- 
land.    But  offensive  warfare  in  Spain,  occupied  the 
LordWci-  g^ner^l's  thoughts,  and  two  lines  of  operation  had 
iiS?uver-  presented  themselves  to  his  mind. — 1^  Supposing 
^ihl'mS.  ^^^^  Massena  could  not  for  a  long  time  make  ano- 
^®^-       ther  serious  attempt  on  Portugal,  he  could  leave  a 
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part  of  his  force  to  defend  Beira  while  he  marched  ^1^^^* 
with  *he  remainder  to  raise  the  siege  of  Cadiz.  ~^^ — 
2^  If  Almeida  fell  to  his  blockade  he  might  be-  ^v^^ 
siege  Giudad  Rodrigo ;  if  Almeida  did  not  so 
fall  he  might  in  time  besiege  both  together  ;  and  if 
they  were  taken  march  at  once  into  the  heart  of 
Spain^  and  open  a  communication  with  Valencia 
and  the  army  of  Sicily.  Such  a  great  movemaEit  as 
this  would  have  delivered  Andalusia  as  certainly  as 
any  direct  operation^  for  Madrid  the  great  depot  of 
the  French  would  hare  been  taken,  the  northern  and 
southern  armies  separated,  a  new  base  obtained  by 
the  English  on  the  Mediterranean,  and  as  the  whole 
of  the  allied  armies  would  thus  have  been  united  a 
few  great  battles  would  have  decided  the  fate  of 
Spain. 

Full  of  this  grand  project  lord  Wellington  de«^ 
manded  reinforcements  from  England,  and  leave 
to  carry  his  designs  into  execution  if  occasion  of- 
fered :  yet  he  checked  his  secret  aspirations  when 
he  reflected  upon  the  national  pride  and  perverse"- 
ness  of  the  Spaniards,  upon  their  uncertain  pro* 
ceedings,  and  the  great  difficulty,  if  not  impossi* 
bilily,  of  obtaining  any  reasonable  concert  and 
assistance  from  them.  And  when  to  this  he  added 
the  bad  disposition  of  the  Portuguese  R^ency, 
the  timid  temper  of  the  En^ish  ministers,  so 
many  jarring  elements  were  presented  that  he  could 
make  no  fixed  combinations.  Nevertheless,  ma« 
toring  the  leading  points  of  action  in  his  own  mind, 
he  resolved  to  keep  them  in  view,  adapting  his 
proceedings  to  circumstances  as  they  should  arise. 

His  projects  were  however  necessarily  condi* 
tional,  because  if  Napoleon  reinforced  his  armies 
again,   new  combinations  would  be  created ;   and 

VOL.  in.  2  K 
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^xn!^  ^for^  A°y  other  measure,  it  was  essential  to  recap- 
— — —  ture  Badajos.  The  loss  of  that  place  had  affected 
Aprul  the  safety  of  Cadiz,  and  interfered  with  the  execu- 
tion of  both  the  above  mentioned  plans  and  widi 
the  safety  of  Portugal,  by  enabling  the  enemy  to 
besiege  Elvas.  So  deeply  and  sagaciously  how- 
ever had  the  English  general  probed  the  nature  of 
the  contest,  that  we  shall  find  his  after  operations 
strictly  conformable  to  these  his  first  conceptions, 
and  always  successful.  Judging  now  that  Massena 
would  be  unable  to  interrupt  the  blockade  of  Al- 
meida, he  left  the  command  of  the  northern  army 
to  general  Spencer,  and  departed  for  the  Alem- 
tejo,  where  Beresford  was  operating:  but  this 
was  one  of  the  most  critical  periods  of  the  war, 
and  it  is  essential  to  have  a  clear  notion  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  the  South  at  the  moment  when 
Beresford  commenced  his  memorable  campaign. 

Soult  returned  to  Andalusia  immediately  after 
the  fall  of  Badajos,  leaving  Mortier  to  besiege 
Campo  Mayor*  His  arrival  at  Seville  and  the  Seme 
of  his  successes  restored  tranquillity  in  that  pro- 
vince, and  confidence  amongst  the  troops.  Yet 
iDtercep-  both  had  been  so  grievously  shaken  by  the  battle 
from        of  Barosa,  that  the  works  of  Arcos,  Lucar,  Medina, 

Chief  of  '  »  » 

Engineen,  and  Alcala  de  Gazules,  intended  to  defend  the  rear 
MAr.25tfa.  of  the  first  corps,  had  been  stopped,  and  the  utmost 
Official     despondency  prevailed.     However  disccmtent  and 
of  Miutary  gloom  also  prevailed  in  Cadiz.     The  government 
frorca.    had  for  some  days  pretended  to  make  a  fresh  effort 
Mss.    '  against  Victor,  but  as  the  fall  of  Badajos  menaced 
the  city  with  famine,  Zayas  was  finally  detached 
with  six  thousand  infantry  and  four  hundred  ca- 
valry to  Huelva  :  his  object  being  to  gather  provi- 
sions in  the  Condada  de  Neibla.     Ballesteros  bad, 
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on  the  10th  of  March,  surprised  and  dispersed  Re-   ^^*'- 
mond's  detachment  in  that  part,  but  the  French -"^jj:j — 
were  soon  reinforced,  2^yas  was  checked  by  D*Arem-    ^?^* 
berg,  many  of  his  men  deserted  to  Ballesteros  and 
he  withdrew  the  rest.     Blake  then  assumed  the 
command,  Ballesteros  and  Copons  were  both  placed 
under  his  orders,  and  the  united  corps,  amounting 
to  eleven  thousand  infantry  and  twelve  hundred  ca- 
valry, were  called  the  fourth  army.    Meanwhile 
Mendizabal  rallied  the  fugitives  from  the  battle  of 
the  Gebora  at  Villa  Viciosa,  and  reorganized  them 
as  \}ti^ fifth  army. 

During  these  proceedings,  Mortier  after  occu- 
pying Alburquerque  and  Valencia  d'Alcantara,  be- 
sieged Campo  Mayor,  which  being  commanded  at 
four  hundred  yards  distance  by  a  hill  on  which 
there  was  an  abandoned  horn-work,  would  have 
fallen  at  once  but  for  the  courage  of  major  Tallaia, 
a  Portuguese  engineer.  With  only  two  hundred 
men,  and  five  mounted  guns,  he  made  such  skilful 
dispositions,  that  the  French  opened  regular  trenches^ 
battered  the  wall  in  breach  with  six  guns,  bom- 
barded the  palace  with  eleven  mortars,  and  pushed 
a  sap  to  the  crest  of  the  glacis.  At  the  end  of  five 
days  a  breach  was  made,  but  Tallaia,  though  ill 
seconded  by  the  garrison,  repulsed  one  partial 
assault,  and  when  summoned  the  second  time  de- 
manded and  obtained  twenty-four  hours  to  wait  for 
succour :  none  arrived,  and  this  brave  man  sur*- 
rendered  the  21st  of  March.  Mortier  dien  returned 
to  the  Guadiana,  leaving  Latour  Maubourg  to  dis- 
mantle the  works  and  remove  the  artillery  and 
stores  to  Badajos. 

Such  was  the  exact  posture  of  affairs  when 
Beresford,    who  had  quitted    the  northern  army 

2  k2  ^        . 
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^xiu     ^^^^  *^®  combat  of  Foz  d'Aronce,  arrived  at  Por- 


•  talegre  with  twenty  thousand  infantry,  more  than 
Mafch.  two  thousand  cavalry,  and  eighteen  guns.  His 
instructions  were  to  relieve  Campo  Mayor,  and 
besiege  Olivenza  and  Badajos.  The  first  had 
already  surrendered,  but  the  marshal  being  only 
two  marches  distant,  judged  that  he  might  surprise 
the  besieging  corps,  and  with  this  view  put  his 
troops  in  motion. 


COMBAT    OP   CAMPO    MAYOR. 

In  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  advanced  guard, 
consisting  of  all  Beresford's  cavalry  supported  by 
a  detachment  of  infantry  under  colonel  Col- 
borne,  came  suddenly  upon  Campo  Mayor.  Ge- 
neral Latour  Maubourg  was  then  just  marching 
out  with  nine  hundred  dragoons,  three  battalions  oi 
infantry,  some  horse  artillery  and  the  battering  train 
of  sixteen  guns ;  but  his  troops  were  in  great  disorder, 
the  English  cavalry  under  general  Long  immedi- 
ately turned  the  town  by  the  left,  the  French  re- 
treated by  the  Badajos  road,  and  the  allies  followed 
along  some  gentle  slopes,  gradually  forming  a  half 
circle  round  the  enemy,  who  was  now  on  a  fioe 
plain.  Colonel  Colborne,  although  still  at  a  conside- 
rable distance,  was  coming  up  at  a  running  pace, 
he  was  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  second  division, 
and  in  this  state  of  affairs  the  French  infantry  halted 
and  formed  a  square,  placing  their  own  horsemen 
both  before  and  behind  them,  while  their  baggage 
and  guns  continued  to  hurry  on  towards  Badajos. 
•  General  Long  keeping  the  heavy  cavalry  in  reserve 
ordered  the  thirteenth  dragoons,  and  some  Portu- 
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guese  squadrons   under  colonel  Loftus  Otway,  to  ^  y^'*'^ 
attack.     The  thirteenth  under  colonel  Head  moved 


1811. 

forward  boldly,  the  French  hussars  as  readily  rode   ^"^ 
out  from  their  infantry,  and  with  loose  reins  the  two 
bodies  came  fiercely  together.      Many  men  wereJ^J^J^ 
dismounted    by  the    shock,    but    the  combatants  ^JJJ^ 
pierced  clear  through  on  both  sides,  then  reformed  ^*  ^*^' 
and  9^\n  charged  in  the  same  fearful  manner !  The 
fighting  now  became  desperate,  but  Head's  troopers 
riding  closely  together,  overthrew  horse  and  man 
and   finally  forced   the  enemy  to  disperse.     The 
French  square  fired  upon  the  victorious  squadrons, 
but  the  latter  galloped  without  flinching  past  the 
long  line  of  the  convoy,  hewed  down  the  gunners, 
and  being  joined  by  the  Portuguese,  the  hussars 
still  fighting  here  and  there  in  small  bodies,  con* 
tinned  the  pursuit. 

They  thought  with  reason,  that  the  heavy  dra- 
goons the  artillery  and  the  infantry,  for  some  of 
the  latter  were  close  up,  would  be  sufiicient  to 
dispose  of  whatever  part  of  the  enemy's  force  was 
thus  passed.  But  marshal  Beresford  would  not 
suffer  the  heavy  dragoons  to  charge ;  he  would  not 
suffer  more  than  two  guns  to  be  brought  up  when 
he  might  have  had  six ;  he  would  not  suffer  those 
two  guns  to  fire  more  than  a  few  rounds ;  and  the 
French  marching  steadily  onward,  recovered  their 
battering  train  and  effected  their  retreat  in  safety ! 
Meanwhile  the  thirteenth  and  the  Portuguese, 
pushed  even  to  the  bridge  of  Badajos,  from  whence 
after  having  cut  down  the  drivers  and  taken  some 
guns  close  to  the  place,  they  were  repulsed  by  the 
fire  of  the  fortress,  and  being  followed  by  Mortier 
in  person,  and  met  by  the  retiring  square,  and  by 
all  of  the  beaten  cavalry  who  could  find  refuge  with 
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*xn^   **>  ^^*  ^^®  prisoners.     Of  the  allies  one  hundred 
—  men  were  killed  or  hurt  and  above  seventy  taken. 

Maicb.  Of  the  enemy  about  three  hundred  suffered,  one 
howitzer  was  captured,  and  the  French  colond 
Chamorin  was  slain  in  single  combat  by  a  trooper 
of  the  thirteenth. 

To  profit  from  sudden  apportumtkSj  a  general  muH 
be  constantly  with  his  advanced  guard  in  an  offensive 
movement.  When  this  combat  commenced,  Beres- 
ford  was  with  the  main  body,  and  baron  Trip,  a 
staff-officer,  deceived  by  appearances,  told  htm,  the 
thirteenth  had  been  cut  off:  hence  the  marshal, 
anxious  to  spare  his  cavalry  which  he  knew  could 
not  be  reinforced,  would  not  follow  up  the  first 
blow,  observing  that  the  loss  of  one  regiment  was 
enough.  But  the  regiment  was  not  lost,  the  countiy 
was  open  and  plain,  the  enemy^s  force  and  the 
exact  posture  of  affairs  easy  to  be  discerned  with- 
out trusting  to  baron  Trip.  The  errors  of  the  day 
therefore  rested  entirely  on  Beresford's  shoulders, 
and  yet,  when  the  groundless  nature  of  Trips 
report  was  discovered,  the  thirteenth  dragoons  who 
had  behaved  so  nobly  were  severely  reprimanded 
for  pursuing  so  eagerly  I  The  unsparing  admira- 
tion of  the  whole  army  consoled  them. 

Campo  Mayor  was  thus  recovered  so  suddenly, 
that  the  French  left  eight  thousand  rations  of  bread 
in  the  magazines ;  and  they  also  evacuated  Albur- 
querque  and  Valencia  d'Alcantara,  being  infinitely 
dismayed  by  the  appearance  of  so  powerfiil  an 
army  in  the  south :  indeed  so  secretly  and  promptly 
had  lord  Weltington  assembled  it,  that  its  existence 
was  only  known  to  the  enemy  by  the  blow  at 
Campo  Mayor.  But,  to  profit  from  such  abk 
dispositions,  it  was  necessary  to  be  as  rapid  in  exe- 
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cution,  giving  the  enemy  no  time  to  recover  from   ^'y^'^' 
his  first  surprise ;  and  this  was  the  more  essential, 


1811. 

because  the  breach  of  Badajos  was  not  closed,  nor  Uwh. 
the  trenches  obliterated,  nor  the  exhausted  maga- 
zines and  stores  replenished.  Soult  had  carried 
away  six  battalions  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  four 
hundred  men  had  been  thrown  into  Olivenza,  three 
thousand  into  Badajos;  and  thus,  including  the 
losses  sustained  during  the  operations,  Mortier's 
numbers  were  reduced  to  less  than  ten  thousand 
men.  He  could  not  therefore  have  maintained  the 
line  of  the  Guadiana  and  collected  provisions  also, 
and  Beresford  should  have  instantly  marched  upon 
Merida,  driven  back  the  fifth  corps,  and  opened 
a  fresh  communication  by  Jerumenha  with  Elvas. 
The  fall  of  Badajos  would  then  have  been  in- 
evitable. The  confusion  occasioned  by  the  sudden 
appearance  of  the  army  at  Campo  Mayor,  and  the 
moral  impression  produced  by  the  charge  of  the 
thirteenth  dragoons,  guaranteed  the  success  of  this 
march :  the  English  general  might  even  have  passed 
the  river  at  Merida  before  Mortier  could  have 
ascertained  his  object.  Beresford,  neglecting  this 
happy  opportunity,  put  his  troops  into  quarters 
round  Elvas,  induced  thereto  by  the  fatigue  and 
wants  of  the  soldiers,  especially  those  of  the  fourth 
division,  who  had  been  marching  incessantly  since 
the  6th  of  the  month  and  were  bare-footed  and 
exhausted. 

He  had  been  instructed  by  lord  Wellington  to 
throw  a  bridge  over  the  Guadiana  at  Jerumenha, 
to  push  back  the  fifth  corps,  and  to  invest  Olivaiza 
and  Badajos.  The  Portuguese  government  were  to 
have  provided  some  of  the  means  for  these  opera- 
tions, and  a  report  had  been  made  that  all  things 
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^^^f   necessary,  that  is  to  say,  provisioDS  shoes  battering* 
"— J— "^  guns  ammunition  and  transport  were  actually  col- 

Marcii.  lected ;  that  the  Gaadiana  abounded  in  serviceable 
craft ;  that  twenty  large  boats,  formerly  belonging 
to  Cuesta,  which  had  been  brought  away  firora 
Badajos  before  the  siege,  were  at  Elvas,  and  all 
other  necessaries  would  be  sent  from  Lisbon.  It 
now  appeared  that  no  magazines  of  provisions  or 
stores  were  prepared ;  that  very  little  transport  was 
provided  ;  that  only  five  of  Cuesta's  boats  bad  been 
brought  from  Badajos  ;  that  there  was  no  service- 
able craft  on  the  river,  and  some  small  pontoons 
sent  from  Lisbon  were  unfit  to  bear  the  force  of  the 
current  or  to  sustain  the  passage  of  guns.  The 
country,  also,  was  so  deficient  in  provisions  that  the 
garrison  stores  of  Elvas  were  taken  to  feed  the  army. 
All  these  circumstances  combined  to  point  out 
Merida  as  the  true  line  of  operation  ;  moreover, 
plenty  of  food  was  to  be  had  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Guadiana,  and  the  measures  necessary  to 
remedy  the  evil  state  of  affairs  on  the  right  bank 
did  not  require  the  presence  of  an  army  to  protect 
them.  The  great  distress  of  the  fourth  division  for 
shoes,  alone  offered  any  serious  obstacle;  but,  in 
these  circumstances,  it  would  not  have  been  too  much 
to  expect  a  momentary  effort  from  such  an  excel- 
lent division  :  it  might  without  much  risk  even  have 
been  left  behind. 

Marshal  Beresford  preferred  halting  until  he 
could  procure  the  means  of  passing  at  Jerumenfaa, 
an  error  that  may  be  considered  as  the  principal 
cause  of  those  long  and  bloody  operations  which 
afterwards  detained  lord  Wellington  more  than  a 
year  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  For  doring 
Beresfords  delay,   general    Phillipon,   one  of  the 
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ablest  governors  that    ever  defended    a  fortress,  ^^y^* 
levelled    the    trenches,   restored    the    glacis,  su^d— ^rj^ — 
stopped  the  breach;  and  Latour  Maubourg,  who    Apnu 
had  succeeded  Mortier  in  command  of  the  troops, 
covered  the  country  with  his  foraging  parties  and 
filled  the  magazines. 

The  engineer.  Squire,  having  fixed  trestle  piers 
on  each  side  in  the  shallows,  connected  them  with 
the  five  Spanish  boats  formerly  belonging  to  Cuesta, 
and  meanwhile  a  squadron  of  cavalry  was  secretly 
passed  over  by  a  deep  ford  to  protect  the  workmen 
irom  surprise.  The  3d  of  April  the  bridge  was 
finished,  and  the  troops  assembled  during  the  night 
in  the  woods  near  Jerumenha,  intending  to  cross  at 
daylight ;  but  the  river  suddenly  swelling  swept 
away  the  trestles,  rendered  the  ford  impassable, 
and  stopped  the  operations.  No  more  materials 
could  be  immediately  procured,  the  Spanish  boats 
were  therefore  converted  into  flying  bridges  for  the 
cavalry  and  artillery,  and  Squire  constructed  with 
the  pontoons,  and  some  casks  taken  from  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  a  slight  narrow  bridge  for  the  in- 
fantry. To  cover  this  operation  a  battalion  was 
added  to  the  squadron  already  on  the  left  bank, 
and  the  army  commenced  passing  the  5th  of  April ; 
it  was  however  late  in  the  night  of  the  6th  ere  the 
whole  had  crossed  and  taken  up  their  position  on  a 
strong  range  of  hills  covered  by  a  swampy  rivulet. 

During  this  time,  Latour  Maubourg  was  so  en- 
tirely occupied  in  securing  and  provisioning  Bada- 
jos  that  his  foragers  were  extended  fifty  miles  to 
the  rear,  and  he  took  no  notice  whatever  of  Beres- 
ford's  proceedings.  This  error  savoured  rather  of 
the  Spanish  than  of  the  French  method  of  making 
war ;  for  it  is  evident  that  a  moveable  column  of 
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'xn^    five  thousand  infantry  with  guns  and  cavalry,  couldt 
— — — notwithstanding  the  guns  of  Jerumenhay  have  easily 

i^prii'.  cut  off  the  small  detachment  of  the  British  on  the 
left  bank,  and  completely  frustrated  the  operations. 
A  number  of  the  allies  sufficient  to  have  resisted 
any  attack  should  have  been  ferried  over,  and  en- 
trenched on  the  left  bank  to  cover  the  construction 
of  the  bridge.  Beresford  seems  to  have  tempted 
and  Latour  Maubourg  to  have  neglected  for- 
tune with  equal  perseverance.  At  last  when  the 
allies  had  secured  the  left  bank  the  French  general, 
awaking,  collected  three  thousand  infantry,  five 
hundred  cavalry  and  four  guns  at  Olivenza,  and 
marched  at  daylight  on  the  7th  to  oppose  a  passage 
which  had  been  completed  the  day  before.  The 
effort  was  not  even  then  made  in  vain,  for  he  sur- 
prised and  captured  a  squadron  of  the  thirteaith 
dragoons,  and  then  advanced  so  close  to  the  main 
body  of  the  army  as  to  exchange  shots  ;  yet  he  was 
permitted  to  retire  unmolested  ! 

While  Beresford  was  effecting  the  passage  of  the 
Guadiana  the  fifth  Spanish  army  re-occupied  Va- 
lencia d' Alcantara  and  Alburquerque,  and  pushed 
cavalry  posts  to  La  Rocca  and  Montijo,  Ballesteros 
entered  Fregenal,  and  Castanos,  who  was  appointed 
to  command  in  Gallicia  as  well  as  Estremadura, 
arrived  at  Elvas.  This  general  was  in  friendly 
intercourse  with  Beresford,  but  he  had  a  grudge 
s^inst  Blake.  At  first  he  pretended  to  the  chief 
authority  as  the  elder  captain-general,  but  Blake 
demanded  a  like  power  over  Beresford,  who  was 
not  disposed  to  admit  the  claim.  Now  Castanos, 
having  little  liking  for  a  command  under  such  diffi- 
cult circumstances,  and  being  desirous  to  thvnurt 
Blake,    was  fearful  lest  Beresford  should  in   these 
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circumstences  refuse  to  pass  the  GuadiaDa,  and  ^^^* 
therefore  arranged,  that  he  who  brought  the  greatest  — [jj^ — 
force  in  the  field  should  be  generalissimo.     Thus    ^p«** 
the  inferior  officer  commanded  in  chief. 

To  cover  his  bridges,  which  he  reconstructed  in  a 
more  substantial  manner,  Beresford  directed  exten- 
sive entrenchments  to  be  executed  by  the  militia 
from  Elvas ;  then  leaving  a  strong  detachment  for 
their  protection  he  advanced  with  the  remainder  of 
the  army.    Latour  Maubourg  retired  upon  Albuera, 
and  the  allies,  who  had  been  joined  by  Madden's 
cavalry,  summoned  Olivenza  on  the  9th.     No  de- 
fence had  been  expected,  for  it  was  not  until  after 
the  governor  had  rejected  the  summons  that  major 
Dickson  was  sent  to  Elvas  to  prepare  a  battery 
train  for  the  siege.     Meanwhile  the  army  encamped 
round  the  place,  the  communication   with  Balles- 
teros  was  opened,  and  Castanos  entering  Merida 
pushed  his  cavalry  to  Almendralejos.     The  French 
then  fell  back  to  Llerena,  and  Beresford,  leaving 
general  Cole  with  the  fourth  division  and  Madden's 
cavalry  to  besiege  Olivenza,  took  post  himself  at 
Albuera  on  the  1 1th.     In  this  position  he  commu- 
nicated by  his  left  with  Castanos,  spread  his  horse- 
men in  front  to  cut  off  all  communication   with 
Badajos,  and  as  the  army  lived  on  the  resources  of 
the  country,  a  brigade  was  sent  to  Talavera  Real 
to  collect  supplies. 

The  14th,  six  twenty-four  pounders  reached  Oli- 
venza, and  being  placed  in  battery  on  an  abandoned 
horn-work  formerly  noticed,  played  with  such  suc- 
cess that  the  breach  became  practicable  before  the 
morning  of  the  16th.  Some  riflemen  posted  in  the 
vineyards  kept  down  the  fire  of  the  place,  and  the 
garrison  three  hundred  and  eighty  men  with  fifteen 
guns,  soon  surrendered  at  discretion. 
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^xn!^       Cole  was  immediately  directed  upon  Zafra  by  the 
-  road  of  Almendral,  and  Beresford,  who  had  recalled 


1811. 

April,  the  brigade  from  Talavera,  was  already  in  motion 
for  the  same  place  by  the  royal  causeway.  His 
object  was  to  drive  Latour  Maubourg  over  the  Mo- 
rena,  and  to  cut  oflf  general  Maransin,  who  had  pur- 
sued Ballesteros  after  the  retreat  of  Zayas,  had 
defeated  him  at  Fr^enal  on  the  12th,  and  was  now 
following  up  his  victory  towards  Salvatierra.  He 
was  in  great  danger,  but  when  the  allies  were  close 
upon  him,  an  alcalde  gave  him  notice  and  he  re- 
treated in  safety.  Meanwhile  two  French  regiments 
of  cavalry,  advancing  from  Llerena  to  collect  con- 
tributions, reached  Los  Santos,  between  which  place 
and  Usagre  they  were  charged  by  the  thirteenth 
dragoons,  and  followed  for  six  miles  so  vigorously 
that  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  killed  or  taken, 
without  the  loss  of  a  man  on  the  part  of  the  pur- 
suers. 

On  the  16th  g^ieral  Cole  arrived  from  Olivmza, 
and  the  whole  army  being  thus  concentrated  about 
Zafra,  Latour  Maubourg  retired  on  the  18th  to 
Guadalcanal;  the  Spanish  cavalry  then  occupied 
Llerena,  and  the  resources  of  Estremadura  were 
wholly  at  the  service  of  the  allies.  During  these 
operations,  general  Charles  Alten,  coming  from 
Lisbon  with  a  brigade  of  German  light  infantry, 
reached  Olivenza,  and  lord  Wellington  also  arrived 
at  Elvas,  where  Beresford,  after  drawing  his  in- 
fantry nearer  to  Badajos,  went  to  meet  him.  The 
presence  of  the  general- in-chief  was  very  agreeable 
to  the  troops,  for  they  had  seen  great  masses  put  in 
motion  without  any  adequate  results,  and  thought 
the  operations  had  been  slow  without  being  pru- 
dent. The  whole  army  had  passed  the  Guadiana 
on   the  7th>    and  including  the   Spaniards    from 
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Montijo^  Beresford  commanded  at  least  twenty-five  <'^^^- 
tbousand  men,  whereas  Latour  Maubonrg  never- 


1811  • 

had  more  than  ten  thousand^  many  of  whom  were  Apni! 
dispersed  foraging  far  and  wide :  yet  the  French 
general,  without  displaying  much  skill,  had  main- 
tained himself  in  Estremadura  for  ten  days.  And 
during  this  time,  no  corps  being  employed  to  con^ 
strain  the  garrison  of  Badajos,  the  governor  conti- 
nued  to  bring  in  timber  and  other  materials  for  the 
defence  at  his  pleasure.  The  arrival  of  lord  Wel- 
lington gave  a  spur  to  the  operations.  He  came 
on  the  21st,  forded  the  Guadiana  on  the  22d  just 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Gaya,  and  pushing  close 
up  to  Badajos  with  Madden 's  Portuguese  cavalry 
and  Alten's  Germans,  endeavoured  to  cut  off  a 
convoy  which  was  coming  to  the  place :  but  the 
alert  governor  immediately  sallied,  the  allies  lost  a 
hundred  men,  and  the  convoy  reached  the  town. 

Beresford  had  despised  his  enemy,  but  lord  Wel- 
lington, judging  that  Soult  would  certainly  disturb 
the  siege  with  a  considerable  force,  demanded  the 
assent  of  the  Spanish  generals  to  the  following  plan 
of  combined  operations,  before  he  would  commence 
even  the  investment  of  Badajos.  V.  That  Blake, 
marching  up  from  Ayamonte,  should  take  post  at 
Xeres  de  los  Cavalleros.  2^.  That  Ballesteros 
should  occupy  Burquillo  on  his  left.  3^  That  the 
cavalry  of  the  fifth  army,  stationed  at  Llerena, 
should  observe  the  road  of  Guadalcanal,  and  com- 
municate through  Zafra,  by  their  right,  with  Bal- 
lesteros :  these  dispositions  were  made  to  watch 
the  passes  of  the  Morena.  4**.  That  Castanos  should 
furnish  three  battalions  for  the  siege,  and  keep  the 
rest  of  his  corps  at  Merida,  to  support  the  Spanish 
cavalry.     5**.  That  the  British  army  should  be  in 
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^'^  second  line,  and  in  the  event  of  a  battle,  Aboen, 
— — —  centrically  situated  with  respect  to  the  roads  leading 
Apriil    from  Andalusia  to  Badajos,  shonld  be  the  point  of 
concentration  for  all  the  allied  forces. 

The  battering  train  and  stores  for  the  attack  of 
Badajos  were  necessarily  taken  from  the  ramparts 
and  magazines  of  Elras ;  it  was  therefore  necessary 
to  insure  the  safety  of  the  guns,  lest  that  fortress 
should  in  the  end  be  itself  exposed  half  dismantled 
to  a  siege.     Now  the  Guadiana^  rising  ten  feet  on 
the  24th,  had  again  carried  away  the  bridges  at 
Jerumenha ;  wherefore  lord  Wellington  directed  the 
line  of  communication  with  Portugal  to  be  changed, 
making  it    run  by  Merida   until    settled  weather 
should  admit  of  fresh  arrangements.     But  ere  this 
was  effected  political  difficulties  forced  him  to  delay 
the    siege.     Mendizabal's    troops   had   committed 
many  excesses  in  Portugal ;  the  disputes  between 
them  and   the  inhabitants   were  of   daily    occur- 
rence, the  Spanish  general  had  pillaged  the  town 
of  Fernandoi   and  the  Portuguese  govemm^OLt  in 
reprisal,    resolved  to    seize    Olirenza   which    had 
formerly  belonged   to    them.    The    Spanish    Re- 
gency then  publicly  disavowed  Mendizdbal's  con* 
duct,   and  Mr.    Stuart's  strenuous  representations 
deterred  the  Portuguese  from  {bunging  the  two 
countries  into  a  war ;  but  this  affair,  joined  to  the 
natural  slowness  and  arrogance  of  the  Spaniards, 
prevented  both  Casta&os  and  Blake  from  giving  an 
immediate  assent  to  the  English  general's  plans. 
Meanwhile  intelligence    reached   the    latter  that 
Massena  was  again  in  force  on  the  Agueda ;  where- 
fore, reluctantly  directing  Beresford  to  postpone  the 
Appendix^  si^ge  until   the  Spanish  generals  should  give  in 
sectMb.    their  assent,   or  until   the  fall  of  Almeida  should 
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enable  a  British  reinforcement  to  arrive,  he  ordered   ^^• 
the  militia  of  the  northern  provinces  again  to  take  — — — 
the  field)  and  repaired  with  the  utmost  speed  to    ^piu. 
the  Coa. 


OPERATIONS    IN    THE    NORTH. 

During  his  absence,  the  blockade  of  Almeida  had 
been  closely  pressed  and  the  army  so  disposed  as  to 
cut  off  all  communication.  But  the  allies  were  dis^ 
tressed  for  provisions.  Great  part  of  their  com 
came  from  the  side  of  Ledesiha,  being  smuggled  by 
the  peasants  through  the  French  posts,  and  then 
passed  over  the  Agueda  by  ropes,  which  were  easily 
hidden  amongst  the  deep  chasms  of  that  river  near 
Its  confluence  with  the  Douro.  Meanwhile  Mas- 
sena  sent  two  convoys  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and 
though  general  Spencer,  crossing  the  Agueda  with 
eight  thousand  men,  overtook  and  surrounded  the 
rear-guard  of  the  last  with  his  cavalry  in  an  open 
plain,  it  reached  the  place  in  safety. 

The  French  general  having  thus  succoured  Ciu- 
dad became  intent  to  relieve  Almeida  ;  and  he  was 
strong  enough  to  do  so,  for  his  retreat  to  Salamanca 
was  only  to  restore  the  equipments  and  organization 
of  his  army,  which  he  could  not  do  at  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo without  consuming  the  stores  of  that  fortress. 
But  his  cantonments  extended  from  San  Felices  on 
the  Agueda  to  Ledesma  and  Tore  on  the  Douro,  so 
that  he  still  lent  his  hand  as  it  were  to  Almeida. 
His  cavalry  were  in  bad  condition,  and  his  artillery 
nearly  unhorsed  by  the  retreat  from  Santarem  ;  but 
he  demanded  aid  of  men,  horses  and  provisions  from 
Bessieres,  and  prepared  to  retake  the  offensive. 
Discord,  the  bane  of  military  operations,  impeded 
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^K    his  progress.   Bessieres  had  neglected  and  continued 
-— - — to  neglect  the  army  of  Portugal,  writing  remon- 

Aiirii!  strances  and  giving  counsel  when  men  and  guns 
were  asked  for.  He  disliked  the  war  in  Spain,  con- 
demned the  mode  of  conducting  it,  and  turned  his 
mind  rather  towards  Russia  than  the  peninsula ;  for 
his  opinion  that  a  northern  war  must  ensue  was 
even  then  so  openly  expressed  as  to  reach  the  Eng- 
lish camp:  meanwhile  Massena  vainly  demanded 
the  aid  necessary  to  secure  the  only  conquests  of  his 
campaign. 

However  towards  the  end  of  April  the  new  or- 
ganization decreed  by  Napoleon  was  put  in  execu- 
tion. Two  divisions  of  the  ninth  corps  joined  Mas- 
sena ;  and  Drouet  was  preparing  to  march  with  the 
remaining  eleven  thousand  infantry  and  cavalry  to 
reinforce  and  take  the  command  of  the  fifth  corps, 
when  Massena,  having  at  last  received  a  promise  of 
assistance  from  Bessieres,  prevailed  upon  Drouet  to 
defer  his  march  until  an  effort  had  been  made  to  re- 
lieve Almeida.  With  this  *  view  the  French  army 
was  put  in  motion  towards  the  frontier  of  Portugal. 
The  light  division  immediately  resumed  its  former 
positions,  the  left  at  Gallegos  and  Marialva,  the  right 
at  K<«peja ;  the  cavalry  were  dispersed,  partly  to- 
wards the  sources  of  the  Azava  partly  behind  Gal- 
legos ;  and  while  in  this  situation,  colonel  O'Meara 
and  eighty  men  of  the  Irish  brigade  were  taken  by 
Julian  Sanchez,  the  affair  having  been,  it  was  said, 
preconcerted  to  enable  the  former  to  quit  the  French 
service. 

On  the  23d,  two  thousand  French  infantry,  and  a 
squadron  of  cavalry,  marching  out  of  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo,  made  a  sudden  effort  to  seize  the  bridge  of 
Marialva,  but  the  passage  was  bravely  maintained 
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by  captain  Dobbs,  with  one  company  of  the  fifty-   c^^^- 
second  and  some  riflemen.  ''^li — 

On  the  25th,  Massena  reached  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  ^p'".  , 
and  on  the  27th,  his  advanced  guards  felt  all  the 
line  of  the  light  division  from  Espeja  to  Marialva. 
But  lord  Wellington  arrived  on  the  28th,  and  imme- 
diately concentrated  the  main  body  of  the  allies  be- 
hind the  Duas  Casas  river.  The  Azava  was  now 
swollen  and  difficult  to  ford,  and  the  enemy  merely 
continued  to  feel  the  line  of  the  outposts  until  the  2d 
of  May,  when  the  waters  having  subsided,  the  whole 
French  army  came  out  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  The 
light  division,  after  a  slight  skirmish  of  horse  at  Gal- 
legos,  commenced  a  retrograde  movement  from  that 
place  and  from  Espeja  upon  Fuentes  Onoro.  The 
country  immediately  in  rear  of  those  villages  was 
wooded  as  far  as  the  Duas  Casas,  but  an  open  plain, 
separating  the  two  lines  of  march,  offered  the  enemy's 
powerful  cavalry  an  opportunity  of  cutting  off*  the 
retreat.  The  French  however  appeared  regardless 
of  this  advantage,  and  the  separated  brigades  of  the 
division  remained  in  the  woods  bordering  the  right 
and  left  of  the  plain  until  the  middle  of  the  night, 
the  march  was  then  renewed  and  the  Duas  Casas 
safely  crossed  at  Fuentes  Onoro. 

This  beautiful  village  had  escaped  all  injury  during 
the  previous  warfare,  although  occupied  alternately 
for  above  a  year  by  both  sides.  Every  family  in  it 
was  well  known  to  the  light  division,  and  it  was  there- 
fore a  subject  of  deep  regret,  to  find  that  the  pre- 
ceding troops  had  pillaged  it,  leaving  only  the  shells 
of  bouses  where  three  days  before  a  friendly  popu- 
lation had  been  living  in  comfort.  This  wanton  mis- 
chief was  warmly  felt  through  the  whole  army,  and 
eight  thousand  dollars  were  afterwards  collected  by 
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^xn^  general  subscription  for  the  poor  inhabitants :  but  the 
— — —  injury  sunk  deeper  than  the  atonement. 
Miy!  Lord  Wellington  had  determined  not  to  risk  much 
to  maintain  his  blockade,  and  he  was  well  aware 
that  Massena,  reinforced  by  the  army  of  the  north 
and  by  the  ninth  corps,  could  bring  down  superior 
numbers;  for  so  culpably  negligent  had  the  Portuguese 
government  been,  their  troops  were  starving^  under 
arms ;  the  infantry  abandoned  their  colours  or  drc^t 
from  extenuation  by  thousands,  the  cavalry  were  ren- 
dered quite  useless,  and  it  was  feared  that  a  general 
dispersion  would  take  place.  Nevertheless,  when  the 
moment  of  trial  arrived,  the  English  general  trusting 
to  the  valour  of  his  soldiers,  and  to  that  ascendancy 
which  they  had  acquired  during  the  pursuit  from 
Santarem,  would  not  retreat,  although  his  army,  re- 
duced to  thirty-two  thousand  infantry,  twelve  hun- 
dred cavalry  in  bad  condition,  and  forty-two  guns, 
was  unable,  seeing  the  superiority  of  the  French 
horse,  to  oppose  the  enemy's  march  in  the  plain. 

The  allies  occupied  a  fine  table-land^  lying  be- 
tween the  Turones  and  the  Duas  Casas.  The  left 
was  at  Fort  Conception,  the  centre  opposite  to  the 
village  of  Alameda,  the  right  at  Fuentes  Onoro.  The 
whole  distance  was  five  miles ;  but  the  Duas  Casas, 
flowing  in  a  deep  ravine,  protected  the  front  of  the 
line ;  and  the  French  general  could  not  with  any 
prudence  venture  to  march  by  his  own  right  against 
Almeida,  lest  the  allies,  crossing  the  ravine  at  the 
villages  of  Alameda  and  Fuentes  Onoro,  should  fall 
on  his  flank  and  drive  him  upon  the  Lower  Agueda. 
Hence,  to  cover  the  blockade,  which  was  uiaintained 
by  Pack's  brigade  and  an  English  regiment,  it  was 
sufficient  to  leave  the  fifth  division  near  Fort  Con- 
ception, and  the  sixth  division  opposite  Alameda. 
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The  first  and  third  were  thea  concentrated  on  a  ^^^^• 

g^entle   rise,  about  a  cannon-shot  behind   Fuentes  j^^^" 

Onoro,  where  the  steppe  of  land  occupied  by  the  M*y- 
army  turned  back  on  the  Turones,  becoming  rocky 
and  difficult  as  it  approached  that  river. 


FIRST   COMBAT   OF    FUENTES   ONOftO. 

The  French  came  up  in  three  columns  abreast. 
The  cavalry,  the  sixth  corps,  and  Drouet's  division 
threatened  JPuentes  Onoro,  but  the  eighth  and 
second  corps,  moved  against  Alameda  and  Fort 
Conception,  menacing  the  allies'  left,  wherefore, 
the  light  division  after  passing  the  Duas  Casas 
reinforced  the  sixth  division.  General  Loison  how- 
ever, without  waiting  for  Massena's  orders,  fell  upon 
Fuentes  Onoro,  It  was  occupied  by  five  battalions 
of  chosen  detachments  taken  from  the  first  and  third 
divisions,  and  most  of  the  houses  were  situated  in 
the  very  bottom  of  the  navine ;  but  an  old  chapel,  and 
some  buildings  on  a  craggy  eminence  which  over- 
hung one  end  was  a  fixed  and  prominent  point  for 
rallying.  The  low  parts  were  vigorously  defended, 
yet  the  violence  of  the  attack  was  such,  and  the  can- 
nonade so  heavy,  that  the  British  abandoned  the 
streets,  and  could  scarcely  maintain  the  upper  ground 
about  the  chapel.  Colonel  Williams,  the  command- 
ing officer,  fell  badly  wounded,  and  the  fight  was 
becoming  very  dangerous,  when  the  twenty-fourth, 
the  seventy^first,  and  the  seventy-ninth  regiments, 
marching  down  from  the  main  position  charged  the 
French  very  roughly,  and  after  a  severe  contest  drove 
them  quite  over  the  Duas  Casas.  During  the  night 
the  detachments  were  withdrawn ;  but  the  three  suc- 
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^^^^   couring  regiments  were  left  in  the  village,  where 
— — —  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  allies  and  somewhat 
M»y.     more  of  the  French  had  fallen. 

On  the  4th  Massena  arrived,  accompanied  by 
Bessieres,  who  brought  up  twelve  hundred  cavalry 
and  a  battery  of  the  imperial  guard.  He  examined 
all  the  line  and  made  dispositions  for  the  next  day. 
His  design  was  to  hold  the  left  of  the  allies  in  check 
with  the  second  corps,  and  to  turn  their  right  with 
?*^diJ  *^^  remainder  of  the  army.  Forty  thousand  French 
No.  I.  infantry,  and  five  thousand  horse  with  thirty  pieces 
of  artillery  were  under  arms ;  they  had  shewn  in  the 
action  of  the  3d  that  their  courage  was  not  abated, 
and  it  was  therefore  a  very  audacious  resolution  in 
the  English  general  to  receive  battle.  For  though 
.  his  position,  as  far  as  Fuentes  Onoro,  was  strong 
and  free  for  the  use  of  all  arms,  and  covered  his 
communication  by  the  bridge  of  Castello  Bom ;  yet 
on  his  right  flank,  the  plain  was  continued  in  a 
second  steppe  to  Nava  d'Aver,  where  a  considerable 
hill,  overlooking  all  the  country,  commanded  the 
roads  leading  to  the  bridges  of  Seceiras  and  Sabugal. 
The  enemy  could  therefore,  by  a  direct  march  firom 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  place  his  army  at  once  in  line  of 
battle  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  allies,  and  attack 
them  while  entangled  between  the  Duas  Casas,  the 
Tu rones,  the  Coa,  and  the  fortress  of  Almeida  :  the 
bridge  of  Castello  Bom  alone  would  then  have  been 
open  for  retreat.  To  prevent  this  stroke,  and  to 
cover  his  communications  with  Sabugal  and  Seceiras, 
lord  Wellington,  yielding  to  general  Spencer's 
earnest  suggestions,  stretched  his  right  wing  out  to 
Nava  d*Aver,  the  hill  of  which  he  caused  Julian 
Sanchez  to  occupy,  supporting  him  with  the  seventh 
division  under  general  Houstoun,     Thus  the  line  x)f 
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CHAP. 
V. 


battle  was  above  seven  miles  in  length,  besides  the 
circuit  of  blockade.  The  Duas  Casas  indeed,  still  ~^ 
covered  the  front ;  but  above  Fuentes  Onoro,  the  May- 
ravine  became  gradually  obliterated,  resolving  itself 
into  a  swampy  wood,  which  extended  to  P090 
Velho,  a  village  half-way  between  Fuentes  and  Nava 
d'Aver. 


BATTLE    OF    FUENTES    ONORO* 

It  was  Massena*s  intention  to  have  made  his  dis- 
positions in  the  night,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  com- 
mence the  attack  at  day-break  on  the  5th  ;  but  a 
delay  of  two  hours  occurred  and  the  whole  of  his 
movements  were  plainly  descried.  The  eighth  corps 
had  been  withdrawn  from  Alameda,  and  being  sup- 
ported by  all  the  French  cavalry,  was  seen  marching 
above  the  village  of  P090  Velho ;  both  this  place 
and  the  swampy  wood,  were  occupied  by  the  left 
wing  of  the  seventh  division  commanded  by  general 
Houstoun,  his  right  wing  being  thrown  back  into 
the  plain  towards  Nava  d'Aver.  The  sixth  corps 
and  Drouet's  division  took  ground  at  the  same  time 
to  their  own  left,  yet  still  keeping  a  division  in 
front  of  Fuentes  Onoro  and  menacing  that  point. 
At  this  sight  the  light  divison  and  the  English 
horse  hastened  to  the  support  of  Houstoun,  while 
the  first  and  third  divisions  made  a  movement 
parallel  to  that  of  the  sixth  corps.  The  latter, 
however,  drove  the  left  wing  of  the  seventh  division, 
consisting  of  Portuguese  and  British,  from  the 
village  of  Po^o  Velho  and  it  was  fast  gaining 
ground  in  the  wood  also,  when  the  riflemen  of  the 
light  division   arriving  at  that  point  restored  the 
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•gg*  fight  The  French  cavalry  now  passed  Po^  Velho 
-— —  and  conuneneed  forming  in  order  of  battle  on  the 
W-  plain  between  the  wood  and  the  bill  of  Nava  d'Aver. 
Julian  Sanchez  was  posted  there,  but  he  immediately 
retired  across  the  Turones,  partly  in  fear,  bat  more 
in  anger  because  his  lieutenant  having  CDolishly 
ridden  close  up  to  the  enemy  making  many  violent 
gestures,  was  mistaken  for  a  French  officer  and 
shot  by  a  soldier  of  the  guards  before  the  action 
commenced. 

MontbruD  occupied  himself  with  this  weak  par- 
tida  for  an  hour,  but  when  the  Guerilla  chief  had  en- 
tirely fallen  back,  he  turned  the  right  of  the  seventh 
division,  and  charged  the  British  cavalry  which 
had  moved  up  to  its  support.  The  ecnnbat  was  very 
unequal,  for  by  an  abuse  too  eonuncm,  so  raany  men 
had  heesk  drawn  from  the  ranks  as  orderlies  to  gene- 
ral officers,  and  for  other  purposes,  that  not  more 
than  a  thousand  English  troopers  were  in  the  field. 
The  French  therefore  with  one  shock  drove  in  all 
the  cavalry  outguards,  cut  off  captain  Ramsay  s 
battery  of  horse  artillery  and  came  sweeping  in 
upon  the  reserves  of  cavalry  and  upon  the  seventh 
division.  But  their  leading  squadrons,  approaching 
in  a  disorderly  manner,  were  partially  checked  by 
the  British,  and  at  the  same  time  a  great  comoGw- 
tion  was  observed  in  their  main  body;  nten  and 
horses  there  closed  with  confusion  and  tumult  to- 
wards one  point,  where  a  thick  dust  arose,  and 
where  loud  cries  and  the  sparkling  of  blades  and 
the  flashing  of  pistols  indicated  some  extraordinaiy 
occurrence.  Suddenly  the  multitude  became  vio- 
lently agitated,  an  English  shout  pealed  high  and 
clear,  the  mass  was  rent  asunder  and  Norman  Ram- 
say burst  forth  sword  in  hand  at  the  head  of  bis 
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battery,  his  horses  breathing  fire  stretched  like  grey-  ^"^^• 
hounds  along  the  plain,  the  guns  bounded  behind  — — — 
them  like  things  of  no  weight,  and  the  mounted  May. 
gunners  followed  close,  with  heads  bent  low  and 
pointed  weapons,  in  desperate  career.  Captain 
Brotherton  of  the  fourteenth  dragoons,  seeing  this, 
instantly  rode  forth  and  with  his  squadron  shocked 
the  head  of  the  pursuing  troops,  while  general 
Charles  Stewart,  joining  in  the  charge,  took  the 
French  colonel  Lamotte  fighting  hand  to  hand.  The 
main  body  of  the  enemy  however  came  on  strongly, 
and  the  British  cavalry  retired  behind  the  light  divi- 
sion, which  was  immediately  thrown  into  squares ; 
but  ere  the  seventh  division,  which  was  more  ad- 
vanced, could  do  the  same,  the  horsemen  were  upon 
them  and  some  ^ere  cut  down.  Nevertheless  the 
remainder  stood  firm,  and  the  Chasseurs  Britanniques, 
being  ranged  behind  a  loose  stone  wall,  poured  such 
a  fire  that  their  foes  recoiled  and  seemed  bewildered. 

While  these  bnlliant  actions  were  passing  at  this 
point,  the  French  were  making  progress  in  the 
wood  of  Po^o  Velho,  and  as  the  English  divisions 
were  separated,  and  the  right  wing  turned,  it  was 
abundantly  evident  that  the  battle  would  soon  be 
lost  if  the  original  concentrated  position  above  Fu- 
entes  Onoro  was  not  quickly  regained.  Lord  Wel- 
lington therefore  ordered  the  seventh  division  to 
cross  the  Turones  and  move  down  the  left  bank  to 
Frenada  while  the  light  division  retired  over  the 
plain,  and  the  cavalry  covered  the  movement.  He 
also  withdrew  the  first  and  third  divisions,  to  place 
them  and  the  Portuguese  in  line  on  the  steppe  before 
described  as  running  perpendicular  to  the  ravine  of 
Fnentes  Onoro. 

General  Crawfurd,  who  had  now  resumed    the 
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^xn^   command  of  the  light  division,  first  covered  the  pas- 
sage of  the  seventh  division  over  the  Turones,  and 
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May.  then  retired  slowly  over  the  plain  in  squares, 
having  the  British  cavalry  principally  on  his  right 
flank.  He  was  followed  by  the  enemy  s  horsemen 
who  continually  outflanked  him  but  never  dared 
to  assail  his  formidable  masses.  However  as  they 
approached  the  new  position  they  surprised  and 
sabred  an  advanced  post  of  the  guards  under  colo- 
nel Hil],  making  that  officer  and  fourteen  men  pri- 
soners, but  then  continuing  their  course  against  the 
forty-second  regiment  they  were  repulsed.  Many 
times  Montbrun's  strong  cavalry  made  as  if  they 
would  storm  the  light  division  squares,  but  the 
latter  were  too  dangerous  to  be  meddled  writh,  yet 
there  was  not  during  the  war  a  more  dangerous 
hour.  For  the  whole  of  that  vast  plain,  as  far  as 
the  Turones,  was  covered  with  a  confused  multitude 
amidst  which  the  squares  appeared  but  as  specks; 
and  there  was  besides  a  great  concourse,  composed 
of  the  commissariat  followers  and  of  servants,  bag- 
gage, led  horses,  and  peasants  attracted  by  curiosity 
all  being  mixed  with  the  broken  piquets  and  parties 
coming  out  of  the  woods ;  the  seventh  division  was 
separated  from  the  army  by  the  Turones  and  five 
thousand  French  cavalry,  with  fifteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  were  trampling  the  ground  bounding, 
shouting,  and  impatient  to  charge,  while  the  infan- 
try of  the  eighth  corps  was  in  order  of  battle  behind 
the  horsemen,  and  the  wood  was  filled  with  the 
skirmishers  of  the  sixth  corps.  If  the  latter  body, 
pivoting  upon  Fuentes,  had  then  come  forth,  while 
Drouet's  divisions  fell  on  that  village  ;  if  the  eighth 
corps  had  attacked  the  light  division  and  the  whole 
of  the  cavalry  made  a  general  charge,  the  loose 
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mollitude  encumberii^  the  plain,  driven  violently   chap 
in  upon  the  first  division,  would  have  intercepted 


the  latter's  fire  and  broken  its  ranks.  No  such  Ma/« 
eflFort  was  made.  The  French  horsemen  merely 
hovered  about  Crawford's  squares,  the  plain  was 
soon  cleared,  the  allied  cavalry  took  post  behind  the 
centre,  and  the  light  division  formed  a  reserve  to 
the  right  of  the  first  division,  sending  the  riflemen 
amongst  the  rocks  to  connect  it  with  the  seventh 
division,  which  had  arrived  at  Frenada  and  was 
there  again  joined  by  Julian  Sanchez  irregular 
cavalry.  At  sight  of  this  new  front,  so  deeply  lined 
with  troops,  the  French  array  stopped  short  and 
commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  did  great 
execution  amongst  the  closely  formed  masses  of  the 
allies ;  but  twelve  British  guns  replied  with  such 
vigour  that  the  violence  of  the  enemy  s  fire  soon 
abated,  their  cavalry  drew  out  of  range,  and  a 
body  of  infantry  attempting  to  glide  down  the 
ravine  of  the  Turones  was  repulsed  by  the  rifle- 
men and  the  light  companies  of  the  guards. 

All  this  time  a  fierce  battle  was  going  on  at  Fu- 
entes  Onoro.  Massena  had  directed  Drouet  to 
carry  this  village  at  the  very  moment  when  Mont- 
brun's  cavalry  should  turn  the  right  wing;  it 
was  however  two  hours  later  ere  the  attack  com- 
menced. The  three  British  regiments  made  a  des- 
perate resistance,  but,  overmatched  in  number  and 
unaccustomed  to  the  desultory  fighting  of  light 
troops,  they  were  pierced  and  divided.  Two  com- 
panies of  the  seventy-ninth  were  taken,  colonel 
Cameron  was  mortally  wounded,  and  the  lower  part 
of  the  town  was  carried ;  the  upper  part  was,  never- 
theless stiffly  held,  and  the  rolling  of  the  musketry 
was  incessant. 
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BOOK       Had  the  attack  been  made  earlier,  aad  the  whole 

'- —  of  Drouet's  division  thrown  frankly  into  the  fight. 

May!     while  the  sixth  corps   moving  through  the  wood 
closely  turned  the  village,  the  passage   must  have 
been  forced  and  the  left  of  the  new  position  out- 
flanked.    But  now  lord  Wellington  having  all  his 
reserves  in  hand,  detached  considerable  masses  to 
the  support  of  the  regiments  in  Fuentes ;  and  as  the 
French  continued   also   to  reinforce   their  troops, 
the  whole  of  the  sixth  corps  and  a  part  of  Drouet's 
division   were   finally  engii^ed.      Several   turns  of 
fortune  occurred.     At   one  time  the  fighting  was 
on  the  banks  of  the 'Stream  and  amongst  the  lower 
houses;   at  another  upon  the  rugged  heights  and 
around  the  chapel ;  some  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
even  penetrated   completely  through  towards    the 
main  position ;  yet  the  village  was  never  entirely 
abandoned  by  the  defenders,  and  in  one  charge  made 
by   the  seventy-first,    seventy-ninth,    and    eighty- 
eighth   regiments    combined   and    led  by  colonel 
M'Kinnon  against  a  heavy  mass  which  had  gained 
the  chapel  eminence,  a  great  number  of  the  French 
fell.     Thus  the  fight  lasted  until  evening,  when  the 
lower  part  of  the  town  was  abandoned  by  both  parties ;  * 
the  British  maintained  only  the  chapel  and  crags, 
the  FrencH  retired  a  cannon  shot  from  the  stream. 
After  the  action  a  brigade  of  the  light  division 
relieved    the  regiments   in  the  village,    a    slight 
demonstration    by  the    second    corps,    near    Fort 
Conception,   was  checked   by   a  battalion  of  the 
Lusitanian  legion,   and  both  armies  remained   in 
observation.     Fifteen  hundred  men  and  officers,  of 
which  three   hundred  were   prisoners,  constituted 
the  loss  of  the  allies.     That  of  the  enemy  was  esti- 
mated at  the  time   to  be  near  five  thousand,   but 
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this  exaggerated  calculation  was  founded  upon  the   chap. 
erroneous  supposition,  that  four  hundred  dead  were 
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lying  about  Fuentes  Onoro.  All  armies  make  rash  M»y.' 
estimates  on  such  occasions.  Having  had  charge 
to  bury  the  carcasses  at  that  point,  I  can  affirm  that, 
immediately  about  the  village,  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  thirty  bodies  were  to  be  found,  more 
than  one-third  of  which  were  British. 

During  the  battle  the  French  convoy  for  the  sup- 
ply of  Almeida  had  been  kept  at  Gallegos  in  readi- 
ness to  move;  lord  Wellington  now  sent  Julian 
Sanchez  from  Frenada  to  menace  it,  and  disturb 
Massenas  communication  with  Ciudad  Rodrigo. 
This  produced  no  eflfect,  and  a  more  decisive  battle 
being  expected  on  the  6th,  the  light  division 
made  breast-works  amongst  the  crags  of  Fuentes 
Onoro ;  lord  Wellington  also  entrenched  that  part 
of  the  position  which  was  immediately  behind 
this  village,  so  that  the  carrying  of  the  latter  would 
have  scarcely  benefitted  the  enemy.  Fuentes  Onoro, 
strictly  speaking,  was  not  tenable.  There  was  a 
wooded  tongue  of  land  on  the  British  right,  that 
overlooked,  at  half-cannon  shot,  all  the  upper  as 
well  as  the  lower  part  of  the  village  both  in  flank 
and  rear,  yet  it  was  too  distant  from  the  position  to 
be  occupied  by  the  allies ;  had  Ney  been  at  the  head 
of  the  sixth  corps,  he  wonld  have  quickly  crowned 
this  ridge,  and  then  Fuentes  could  only  have  been 
lield  by  submitting  to  a  butchery. 

On  the  6th  the  enemy  sent  his  wounded  to  the 
rear,  and  made  no  demonstration  of  attack ;  the  7th 
passed  in  a  like  inaction  and  the  British  entrench- 
ments were  perfected.  The  8th,  Massena  with- 
drew his  main  body  to  the  woods  leading  upon 
Espeja  and  Gallegos,  but  still  maintained  posts  at 
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^xn^   Alameda  and  Fuentes.  On  the  lOtb,  without  being 


in  any  manner  molested,  he  retired  across  die 
May.'  Agueda,  the  sixth  and  eighth  corps  and  the  cavalry 
passing  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  the  second  corps  at  the 
bridge  of  Barba  del  Puerco.  Bessieres  then  car- 
ried off  the  imperial  guards,  Massena  was  recalled 
to  France,  and  Marmont  assumed  the  command  of 
the  army  of  Portugal. 

Both  sides  claimed  the  victory.  The  French, 
because  they  won  the  passage  at  P090  Velho, 
cleared  the  wood,  turned  our  right  flank,  obliged 
the  cavalry  to  retire,  and  forced  lord  Wellington  to 
relinquish  three  miles  of  ground  and  to  change 
his  front.  The  English,  because  the  village  of 
Fuentes,  so  often  attacked,  was  successfully  de- 
fended, and  because  the  principal  object,  the  cover- 
ing the  blockade  of  Almeida,  was  attained.  Certain 
it  is,  that  Massena  at  first  gained  great  advan- 
tages. Napoleon  would  have  made  them  fatal ! 
Yet  it  is  also  certain,  that  with  an  overwhelming 
cavalry,  on  ground  particularly  suitable  to  that  arm, 
the  prince  of  £sling  merely  indicated  as  it  were 
the  errors  of  the  English  generars  position,  and 
then  stopped  short  at  the  very  moment  when  he 
should  have  sprung  forward.  By  some  this  has 
been  attributed  to  extreme  negligence,  by  others  to 
disgust  at  being  superseded  by  Marmont ;  but  the 
true  reason  seems  to  be,  that  the  discord  in  his 
army  had  arisen  to  actual  insubordination.  Tlie 
imperial  guards  would  not  charge  at  his  order — 
Junotdidnot  second  him  cordially— Loison  disre- 
garded his  instructions — Drouet  sought  to  spare  his 
own  divisions  in  the  fight,  and  Reynier  remained 
perfectly  inactive.  Thus  the  machinery  of  battle 
would  not  work. 
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General  Pelet,  Massena's  first  aid-de-camp,  cen-   ^^y^^* 
Bures  lord  Wellington  for   not  sending  his  cavalry  — — — 
against  Reynier  after  the  second  position  was  taken     Vay. 
up.     He  asserts  that  any  danger  on  that  side  would 
have  forced  the  French  to  retreat.     This  criticism  is 
however  unsustainable,  being  based  on  the  notion 
that  the  allies  had  fifty  thousand  men  in  the  field, 
whereas,  including  Sanchez'  Partida,  they  had  not 
thirty-five  thousand.     It  may  be  with  more  justice  ^pp^°*"' 
objected  to  Massena,  that  he  did  .not  launch  some  section  s. 
of  his  numerous  horsemen  by  the  bridge  of  Seceii*a8, 
or  Sabugal,  against  Guarda  and  Celorico,  to  de* 
stroy  the  magazines,  cut  the  communication,  and 
capture  the  mules  and  other  means  of  transport  be- 
longing to  the  allied  army.     The  vice  of  the  Eng- 
lish general's  position  would  then  have  been  clearly 
exposed;  for  though  the  second  regiment  of  German 
hussars  was  on  the  march  from  Lisbon,  it  had  not 
passed  Coimbra  at  this  period,  and  could  not  have 
protected   the   depots.     But   it  can  never  be  too 
often  repeated,  that  war,  however  adorned  by  splen- 
did strokes  of  skill  is  commonly  a  series  of  errors 
and  accidents. 

The  operations  on  both  sides  furnished  ample 
illustrations  of  this  truth.  Ney's  opposition  pre- 
vented Massena's  march  upon  Coria,  which  would 
have  secured  Badajos  and  Campo  Mayor  and 
probably  added  Elvas  to  them.  Latour  Mau- 
bourg's  tardiness  had  like  to  have  cost  Mortier  a 
rear  guard  and  a  battering-train.  Beresford's  blun- 
der at  Campo  Mayor  and  his  neglect  of  the  line  of 
Merida,  enabled  the  French  to  secure  Badajos.  At 
Sabugal,  the  petulance  of  a  staff-officer  marred  an 
admirable  combination  and  produced  a  dangerous 
combat.     Drouet's  negligence   placed  Almeida  at 
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^x?i^  the  mercy  of  the  allies.  A  mistaken  notion  of 
— —  Massena's  sufferings  during  the  retreat  induced 
M•^  lord  Wellington  to  undertake  two  great  opanations 
at  the  same  time,  which  was  above  his  strength. 
In  the  battle  of  Fuentes  Onoro,  more  errors  than 
skill  were  observable  on  both  sides,  and  the  train  of 
accidents  did  not  stop  there.  The  prize  contended 
for  was  still  to  present  another  example  of  the  un- 
certainty of  war. 


BVACUATION    OF    ALMEIDA. 

General  Brennier,  made  prisoner  at  Vimiero  but 
afterwards  exchanged,  was  governor  of  this  fortress. 
Daring  the  battle  of  Fuentes  Onoro,  his  garrison, 
consisting  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  skirmished  boldly 
with  the  blockading  force,  and  loud  explosions, 
supposed  to  be  signals  of  communication  with  the 
relieving  army,  were  frequent  in  the  place.  When 
all  hopes  of  succour  had  vanished,  a  French  soldier 
named  Tillet,  contrived,  with  extneiordinary  conrage 
and  presence  of  mind,  to  penetrate  in  uniform,  for 
he  refused  to  be  a  spy,  through  the  posts  of  blockade, 
carrying  an  order  for  Brennier  to  evacuate  the 
fortress  and  rejoin  the  army  by  Barba  del  Puerco. 
Meanwhile  Massena,  by  crossing  the  Agueda, 
seemed  to  abandon  Almeida  to  its  fate,  and  the 
British  general  placed  the  light  division  in  its  old 
position  on  the  Azava  with  cavalry-posts  on  the 
Lower  Agueda.  He  also  desired  sir  William 
Brskine  to  send  the  fourth  regiment  to  Barba  del 
Puerco,  and  he  directed  general  Alexander  Camp 
bell  to  continue  the  blockade  with  the  sixth  divi- 
sion and  with  general  Pack's  brigade.     Campbeirs 
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dispositions  were  Iiowever  either  negligently  made  ^"//v 
or  negligently  executed,  Erskine  never  transmitted  - 


the  orders  to  the  fourth  regiment,  and  it  was  under  Mmir.*  . 
these  circumstances  that  Brennier,  undismayed  by 
the  retreat  of  the  French  army,  resolved,  like  Julian 
Estrada  at  Hostalrich,  to  force  his  way  through  the 
blockading  troops.  An  open  country  and  a  double 
line  of  posts  greatly  enhanced  the  difficulty  of  the 
enterprize ;  yet  Brennier  was  resolute  not  only  to 
cut  his  own  passage  but  to  render  the  fortress  useless 
to  the  allies.  To  effect  this,  he  mined  all  the  prin- 
cipal bastions  and  destroyed  his  guns  by  a  singular 
expedient ;  for  always  he  fired  several  guns  at  one 
moment  with  very  heavy  charges,  placing  one  across 
the  muzzle  of  another ;  thus  while  some  shots  flew 
towards  the  besiegers  others  destroyed  pieces  with- 
out attracting  notice. 

At  midnight  of  the  10th,  all  being  ready,  he 
sprung  his  mines,  sallied  forth  in  a  compact  column, 
broke  through  the  piquets,  and  passed  between  the 
quarters  of  the  reserves  with  a  nicety  that  proved  at 
once  his  talent  of  observation  and  his  coolness. 
General  Pack  following  with  a  few  men,  collected 
on  the  instant,  plied  him  with  a  constant  fire,  yet 
nothing  could  shake  or  retard  his  column,  which  in 
silence  and  without  returning  a  shot  gained  the 
rough  country  leading  upon  Barba  del  Puerco.  Here 
it  halted  for  a  moment,  just  as  daylight  broke,  and 
Pack  still  pursuing,  knowing  that  some  English  dra- 
goons were  in  a  village,  a  short  distance  to  the  right, 
sent  aa  officer  to  bring  them  out  upon  the  French 
flank,  thus  occasioning  a  slight  skirmish  and  conse- 
quent delay.  The  troops  of  blockade  had  paid  little 
attention  at  first  to  the  explosion  of  the  mines,  think- 
ing them  a  repetition  of  Brennier's  previous  prac- 
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'xn!^  *'*^^'  ^"*  Pack's  fire  roused  them,  the  thirty-sixth 
— — —  regiment  was  now  close  at  hand,  and  the  fourth  also, 
*»«j«  having  heard  the  firing  at  Valde  Mula,  was  rapidly 
gaining  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy.  Brennier 
driving  off  the  cavalry  recommenced  his  march,  but 
the  British  soldiers,  throwing  away  their  knapsacks, 
followed  at  such  a  pace  that  they  overtook  the  rear 
of  his  column  in  the  act  of  descending  the  deep 
chasm  of  Barba  del  Puerco  where  they  killed  and 
wounded  many  and  took  three  hundred.  However 
the  thirty-sixth  regiment  rashly  passed  the  bridge 
itself  and  by  the  second  corps  which  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  had  been  awaiting  Brennier  s  arri- 
val was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  thirty  or  forty 
men.  Had  sir  William  Erskine  given  the  fourth  re- 
giment its  orders  in  time,  the  French  column  would 
have  been  lost. 

Lord  Wellington,  stung  by  this  event,  and  irri- 
tated by  several  previous  examples  of  undisciplined 
valour,  now  put  forth  a  strong  rebuke  to  the  troops. 
And  the  following  remarks  are  as  applicable  to  some 
writers  as  to  soldiers  :— -"  The  officers  of  the  army 
may  depend  upon  it  that  the  enemy  to  whom  tkey 
are  opposed  is  not  less  prudent  than  powerful. 
Notwithstanding  what  has  been  printed  in  gazettes 
and  newspapers^  we  have  never  seen  small  bodies  un- 
supported successfully  opposed  to  large;  nor  has  the 
experience  of  any  officer  realized  the  stories  which  all 
have  read  of  whole  armies  being  driven  by  a  handful 
of  light  infantry  and  dragoons.'' 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Wjien  Marmont,  now  commanding  the  army  of  chap. 
Portugal,  had  thus  recovered  the  garrison  of  Al- 


1811. 

meida,  he  withdrew  the  greatest  part  of  his  forces  to     May! 
Salamanca,  and  lord  Wellington,  placing  general 
Spencer  with  the  first,  fifth,  sixth,  and  light  divi- 
sions and  the  cavalry  on  the  Azava,  directed  the 
third  and  seventh  divisions  and  the  second  German 
hussars  upon   Badajos.     The   15th,   hearing  that 
Soult,  hitherto  reported  by  Beresford  to  be  entirely  ^^^^^^^ 
on  the  defensive,  was  now  actually  advancing  at  the  ginning  of 
head  of  a  powerful  army  into  Estremadura,  he  set 
out  3aimself  in  all  haste  for  that  province,  but  ere 
he  could  arrive  a  great  battle  had  been  fought  with 
extraordinary  fury. 

While  awaiting  the  Spanish  generals'  accession 
to  lord  Wellington's  plan,  Beresford  had  fixed  his 
head-quarters  at  Almendralejos :  meantime  Latour 
Maubourg  remained  at  Guadalcanal  and  his  parties 
foraged  the  most  fertile  tracts  between  the  armies. 
To  check  them  Penne  Villamur  was  reinforced 
with  five  squadrons,  and  colonel  John  Colbome 
was  detached  with  a  brigade  of  the  second  divi- 
sion, two  Spanish  guns,  and  two  squadrons  of  ca- 
valry, to  curb  the  French  inroads  and  raise  the 
confidence  of  the  people.  Colborne,  a  man  of  sin- 
gular talent  for  war,  by  rapid  marches  and  sudden 
changes    of   direction    in    concert  with    Villamur, 
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^xn^    created  great  confusion  amongst  the  enemy's  parties. 

He  intercepted  several  convoys,  forced  the  French 

May!  troops  to  quit  Fuente  Ovejuna,  La  Granja,  Azuaga, 
and  most  of  the  other  frontier  towns ;  and  he  im- 
posed upon  Latour  M aubourg  with  so  much  address, 
that  the  latter  imagining  a  great  force  was  at  hand, 
abandoned  Guadalcanal  also  and  fell  back  to  Con- 
stantino. 

Having  cleared  the  country  on  that  side,  Colbome 
attempted  to  surprise  the  fortified  post  of  Benelcazar, 
and  by  a  hardy  attempt  was  like  to  have  carried  it. 
For  riding  on  to  the  drawbridge  with  a  few  officers 
in  the  grey  of  the  morning,  he  summoned  the  com- 
mandant to  surrender,  as  the  only  means  of  saving 
himself  from  the  Spanish  army  which,  he  said,  was 
close  at  hand  and  would  give  no  quarter.  The 
French  officer  was  amazed  at  the  appearance  of  the 
party,  but  was  too  resolute  to  yield,  and  Colbome, 
quick  to  perceive  the  attempt  had  failed,  galloped 
off  under  a  few  straggling  shot.  After  this,  taking 
to  the  mountains,  he  rejoined  the  army  without  any 
loss.  During  his  absence,  the  Spanish  generals 
had  acceded  to  lord  Wellington's  proposition;  Blake 
was  in  march  for  Xeres  Caballeros,  and  Ballesteros 
was  at  Burgillos ;  the  waters  of  the  Guadiana  had 
also  subsided,  the  bridge  under  Jerumenhai  was  re- 
stored, and  the  preparations  completed  for  the 


FIRST    ENGLISH    SIEGE    OF    BADAJOS. 

The  6th  of  May,  general  William  Stewart,  having 
two  squadrons  of  horse,  six  field-pieces,  and  three 
brigades  of  infantry,  invested  the  place  on  the  left  of 
the  Guadiana ;  and  the  formation  of  the  depot  of 
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the  siege  was  commenced  by  the  engineers  and  ar-   ^^f^^ 

tillery. 


On  the  7th  the  remainder  of  the  infantry,  rein-  Ma^! 
forced  by  two  thousand  Spaniards  under  Carlos 
d'Espana,  encamped  in  the  woods  near  the  fortress; 
Madden's  Portuguese  remained  in  observation  near 
Merida;  and  a  troop  of  horse-artillery,  coming 
from  Lisbon,  was  attached  to  the  English  cavalry 
which  was  still  near  Los  Santos  and  Zafra.  The 
flying  bridge  was  at  first  brought  up  from  Jerumenha 
and  re-established  near  the  mouth  of  the  Caya, 
but  was  again  drawn  over,  because  the  right  bank 
of  the  Guadiana  being  still  open  some  French 
horse  had  come  down  the  river. 

The  8th,  general  Lumley  invested  Christoval  on 
the  right  bank,  with  a  brigade  of  the  second  di- 
vision, four  light  Spanish  guns,  the  seventeenth 
Portuguese  infantry,  and  two  squadrons  of  horse 
drafted  from  the  garrison  of  Elvas.  But  these 
troops  did  not  arrive  simultaneously  at  the  point  of 
assembly,  which  delayed  the  operation,  and  sixty 
French  dragoons  moving  under  the  fire  of  the 
place  maintained  a  sharp  skirmish  beyond  the  walls. 

Thus  the  first  serious  siege  undertaken  by  the 
British  army  in  the  Peninsula  was  commenced,  and, 
to  the  discredit  of  the  English  government,  no 
army  was  ever  worse  provided  for  such  an  enter- 
prise. The  engineer  officers  were  exceedingly 
zealous,  and  notwithstanding  some  defects  in  the 
constitution  and  customs  of  their  corps,  tending 
rather  to  make  regimental  than  practical  scientific 
ofiicers,  many  of  them  were  very  well  versed  in  the 
theory  of  their  business.  Yet  the  ablest  trembled 
when  reflecting  on  their  utter  destitution  of  all  that 
belonged  to  real  service.  Without  a  corps  of  sappers 
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BOOK    and  miners,  without  a  single  private  who  knew  how 


to  carry  on  an  approach  under  fire,  they  were 
May!  compelled  to  attack  fortresses  defended  by  the 
most  warlike,  practised,  and  scientific  troops  of 
the  age:  the  best  officers  and  the  finest  soldiers 
were  obliged  to  sacrifice  themselves  in  a  lamentable 
manner,  to  compensate  for  the  negligence  and  in- 
capacity of  a  government  always  ready  to  plunge 
the  nation  into  war  without  the  slightest  care  of 
what  was  necessary  to  obtain  success.  The  sieges 
carried  on  by  the  British  in  Spain  were  a  suc- 
cession of  butcheries,  because  the  commonest  ma- 
terials and  the  means  necessary  for  their  art  were 
denied  to  the  engineers. 

Colonel  Fletcher's  plan  was  to  breach  the  castle 
of  Badajos,  while  batteries  established  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Guadiana  should  take  the  defence  in 
reverse,  and  false  attacks  against  the  Pardaleras  and 
Picurina  were  commenced  by  re-opening  the  French 
trenches ;  it  was  however  necessary  to  reduce  San 
Christoval  before  the  batteries  against  the  castle 
defences  could  be  constructed ;  and  captain  Squire 
was  directed  to  commence  the  works  there  on  the 
night  of  the  8th,  at  a  distance  of  only  four  hundred 
yards,  though  the  moon  shone  bright  and  he  was 
Appendix,  ill  provided  with  tools  :  he  was  thus  exposed  to  a 
se«ion3  destructive  fire  of  musquetry  from  the  fort  and  of 
shot  and  shells  from  the  town.  Nevertheless  he 
continued  to  work  with  great  loss  until  the  10th, 
when  the  French  making  a  furious  sally  carried 
his  battery ;  and  though  they  were  immediately 
driven  back,  the  allies  pursuing  too  hotly  were 
taken  in  front  and  flank  with  grape  and  lost  four 
hundred  men.  Thus  five  engineers  and  seven  hun- 
dred  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  line  were  already  in- 
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scribed  upon  the  bloody  list  of  victims  offered  to  thi^   ^5^^- 
Moloch,  and  only  one  small  battery  against  a  small  — — — 
outwork  was  completed!     On  the  11th  it  opened,     May.' 
and  before  sunset  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  disabled 
four  of  its  five  guns,  and  killed  many  more  of  the 
besiegers.     Nor  could  any  other  result  be  expected • 
The  exact  concert  essential  to  the  success  of  all 
double  operations  whether  in  sieges  or  in  the  field 
was  totally  neglected  on  this  occasion  by  Beresford, 
For  Squire's  single  work  was  exposed  to  the  un- 
divided fire  of  the  fortress  before  the  approaches 
against  the  castle  were  even  commenced ;  and  two 
distant  batteries,  which  had  been  constructed  on  the 
false  attacks,  scarcely  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
enemy. 

To  check  future  sallies,  a  second  battery  was 
erected  against  the  bridge-head,  but  this  was  also 
overmatched,  and  meanwhile  Beresford,  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  the  French  army  was  again 
in  movement,  arrested  the  progress  of  all  the  works. 
On  the  12th,  believing  this  information  premature, 
he  resumed  the  labour,  and  directed  the  trenches  to 
be  opened  against  the  castle ;  but  the  intelligence 
was  true,  and  being  confirmed  at  twelve  o'clock  in 
the  night,  the  working  parties  were  again  drawn 
off  and  measures  taken  to  raise  the  siege. 


SOULTS     SECOND    EXPEDITION    TO     ESTREMADURA. 

The  duke  of  Dalmatia  had  resolved  to  succour 
Badajos  the  moment  he  heard  of  Beresford 's  being 
in  Estremadura,  and  the  latter's  tardiness  had  given 
the  garrison  time  to  organize  a  defence,  the  French 
general  time  to  tranquillise  his    province,  and   to 
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'^^  arrange  a  system  of  resistance  to  the  allied  army  in 

~^ —  the  Isia  during  his  absence  in  Estremadura.     For 

^^7*    that  purpose  he  had  commenced  additional  fortifica- 

Appendix,  tions  at  Sevillci  and  renewed  the  construction  of 

seekUmii.  those  which  had  been  suspended  in  other  places  by 

the  battle  of  Barosa  ;  he  thus  deceived  Beresford, 

who  believed  that  far  from  thinking  to  relieve  Bada* 

jos  he  was  trembling  for  his  own  province.    Nothing 

could   be  more  fallacious.      There  were   seventy 

thousand  fighting  men  in  Andalusia,  and  Dronet, 

who  had  quitted  Massena  immediately  after  the 

battle  of  Fuentes  Onoro,  was  likewise  in  march  for 

that   province  by  the  way  of  Avila  and  Toledo, 

bringing  with  him  eleven  thousand  men. 

On  the  10th  of  May  Soult  quitted  Seville  with 
three  thousand  heavy  dragoons,  thirty  guns,  and 
two  strong  brigades  of  infantry  under  the  command 
of  general  Werl6  and  general  Godinot.  This  force, 
composed  of  troops  drawn  from  the  first  and  fourth 
corps  and  from  the  reserve  of  DessoUes,  entered 
Olalla  the  11th,  and  was  there  joined  by  general 
Maransin.  Godinot  then  marched  by  Constantino 
to  reinforce  the  fifth  corps,  which  was  falling  back 
from  Guadalcanal  in  consequence  of  Colbome's 
operations. 

The  13th  a  junction  was  effected  with  Latour 
Maubourg,  who  assumed  the  command  of  the 
heavy  cavalry,  resigning  that  of  the  fifth  corps  to 
general  Girard,  who  immediately  advanced  to  Los 
Santos. 

The  14th  the  French  head-quarters  reached  Villa 
Franca,  and  being  then  within  thirty  miles  of 
Badajos,  Soult  caused  his  heaviest  guns  to  fire 
salvos  during  the  night  to  give  notice  of  his 
approach  to  the  garrison,  the   expedient  however 
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failed  of  success.     The  15th,  in  the  evening,  the  crap. 
whole  French   army  was  concentrated   at    Santa- 


Marta*  May. 

J^eresford,  as  I  have  before  said,  remained  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty  until  the  night  of  the  12th, 
when  he  commenced  raising  the  siege,  contrary  to 
the  earnest  representations  of  the  engineers,  who 
promised  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  place  in 
three  days  if  he  would  persevere.  This  promise 
was  naught,  and  if  it  had  been  good  Soult  would 
yet  have  surprised  him  in  his  trenches :  his  firm- 
ness therefore  saved  the  army,  and  his  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  off  the  stores  were  admirably 
executed.  The  artillery  and  the  platforms  were 
removed  in  the  night  of  the  13th,  and  at  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  15th,  all  the  guns  and  stores  on  the 
left  bank  being  passed  over  the  Guadiana,  the 
gabions  and  fascines  were  burnt,  and  the  flying- 
bridge  removed.  These  transactions  were  so  well 
masked  by  the  fourth  division,  which  in  concert 
with  the  Spaniards  continued  to  maintain  the  in* 
vestment,  that  it  was  only  by  a  sally  on  the  rear- 
guard, in  which  the  Portuguese  piquets  of  the 
fourth  division  were  very  roughly  treated,  that  the 
French  knew  the  siege  was  raised ;  and  of  the  cause 
they  were  still  ignorant. 

Beresford  held  a  conference  with  the  Spanish 
generals  at  Valverde,  on  the  13th,  when  it  was 
agreed  to  receive  battle  at  the  village  of  Albuera. 
Ballesteros'  and  Blake  s  corps  having  already  formed 
a  junction  at  Baracotta,  were  then  falling  back  upon 
Almendral,  and  Blake  engaged  to  bring  them  into 
line  at  Albuera  before  twelve  o'clock  on  the  15th. 
Meanwhile,  as  Badajos  was  the  centre  of  an  arc, 
sweeping  through  Valverde  Albuera  and  Talavera 
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^xnf  R^^i  it  was  arranged  that  Blake's  army  should 
— — —  watch  the  roads  on  the  right,  the  British  and  the 
Miy.  fifth  Spanish  army  those  leading  upon  the  centre, 
and  that  Madden's  Portuguese  cavalry  should  ob- 
serve those  on  the  left,  leading  through  Talavera 
Real.  The  main  body  of  the  British  being  in  the 
woods  near  Valverde  could  reach  Albuera  by  a 
half  march,  and  no  part  of  the  arc  was  more  than 
four  leagues  from  Badajos ;  but  the  enemy,  being 
on  the  14th  still  at  Los  Santos,  was  eight  leagues 
distant  from  Albuera;  hence,  Beresford,  thinking 
that  he  could  not  be  forstalled  on  any  point  of  im- 
portance to  the  allies,  continued  to  keep  the  fourth 
division  in  the  trenches. 

On  the  14th  Colborne  rejoined  the  army  with  his 
moveable  column,  Madden  retired  to  Talavera 
Real,  and  Blake's  army  reached  Almendral.  Mean- 
while the  Anglo-Portuguese  cavalry  under  general 
Long  fell  back  before  the  enemy  from  Zafra  and 
Los  Santos  to  Santa  Marta  and  was  there  joined  by 
Blake's  dragoons. 

In  the  morning  of  the  1 5th  the  Anglo-Portuguese 
army  occupied  the  left  of  the  Albuera  position, 
which  was  a  ridge  about  four  miles  long,  having 
the  Aroya  Val  de  Sevilla  in  rear  and  the  Albuera 
river  in  front.  The  right  was  prolonged  towards 
Almendral,  the  left  towards  Badajos,  and  the  ascent 
from  the  river  was  easy,  the  ground  being  in  all 
parts  practicable  for  cavalry  and  artillery.  Some- 
what in  advance  of  the  centre  were  the  bridge  and 
village  of  Albuera,  the  former  commanded  by  a 
battery,  the  latter  occupied  by  Alten's  German  bri- 
gade. Behind  the  Germans  the  second  division, 
under  general  William  Stewart,  formed  one  line, 
the  right  on  a  commanding  hill  over  which  the  Val- 
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verde  road  passed,  the  left  on  the  road  of  Badajos,   ^^^^• 
beyond  which  the  order  of  battle  was  continued,  in- 


1811. 

two  lines,  by  the  Portuguese  troops  under  general     May, 
Hamilton  and  colonel  Collins. 

The  right  of  the  position,  stronger,  higher,  and 
broader  than  any  other  part,  was  left  open  for 
Blake  s  army,  because  Beresford,  thinking  the  hill 
on  the  Valverde  road  to  be  the  key  of  the  position 
as  protecting  his  only  line  of  retreat,  was  desirous 
to  secure  it  with  the  best  troops.  The  fourth  divi- 
sion and  the  infantry  of  the  fifth  Spanish  army  were 
still  before  Badajos ;  but  general  Cole  had  orders  to 
send  the  seventeenth  Portuguese  regiment  to  Elvas 
and  throw  a  battalion  of  Spaniards  into  Olivenza ;  to 
bring  his  second  brigade,  which  was  before  Chris- 
toval,  over  the  Guadiana  by  a  ford  above  Badajos 
if  practicable  ;  finally  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at 
the  first  notice. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs,  about  three  o  clock  in 
the  evening  ol  the  ISth,  and  while  Beresford  was 
at  some  distance  on  the  left,  the  whole  mass  of  the 
allied  cavalry,  closely  followed  by  the  French  light 
horsemen,  came  in  from  Santa  Marta,  and  no  in* 
fantry  being  posted  beyond  the  Albuera  to  support 
them,  they  passed  that  river  in  retreat.  Thus 
the  wooded  heights  on  the  right  bank  were 
abandoned  to  the  enemy,  his  force  and  dispositions 
were  thereby  effectually  concealed,  and  the  strength 
of  the  allies'  position  was  already  sapped.  Beres- 
ford immediately  formed  a  temporary  right  wing 
with  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  stretched  his  pic- 
quets  along  the  road  to  Almendral,  and  sent  ofiicers 
to  hasten  Blake's  movements ;  but  that  general,  who 
had  only  a  few  miles  .of  good  road  to  march  and 
had  promised  to  be  in  line  at  noon,  did  not  reach 
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^^  the  ground  before  eleven  at  night,  and  his  rear  was 
—-J —  not  there  before  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
May.  16th:  meanwhile,  as  the  enemy  was  evidently  in 
force  on  the  Albuera  road.  Cole  and  Madden  were 
called  up.  The  order  failed  to  reach  Madden,  but 
Cole  brought  the  infantry  of  the  fifth  army,  two 
squadrons  of  Portuguese  cavalry,  and  two  brigades 
of  the  fourth  division  to  the  position  between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock,  and  his  third  brigade,  unable 
to  pass  the  Guadiana  above  Badajos,  was  in  march 
by  Jerumenha,  The  Spanish  troops  immediately 
joined  Blake  on  the  right,  the  two  brigades  of  the 
fourth  division  were  drawn  up  in  columns  behtod 
the  second  division,  and  the  Portuguese  squadrons 
were  sent  to  reinforce  colonel  Otway,  whose  horae- 
men,  of  the  same  nation,  were  pushed  forwards  in 
front  of  the  left  wing.  Meanwhile  the  great  mass 
of  the  allied  cavalry  was  concentrated  behind  the 
centre,  and  Beresford  dissatisfied  with  general 
Long  gave  general  Lumley  the  chief  command. 

The  position  was  now  occupied  by  thirty  thou- 
sand infantry,  more  than  two  thousand  cavalry,  and 
thirty-eight  pieces  of  artillery  of  which  eighteen 
were  nine-pounders  ;  but  the  brigade  of  the  fourth 
division  being  still  absent,  the  British  infantry,  the 
pith  and  strength  of  battle,  did  not  exceed  seven 
thousand,  and  already  Blake's  arrogance  was 
shaking  Beresfords  authority.  The  French  had 
forty  guns,  and  four  thousand  veteran  cavalry,  bot 
only  nineteen  thousand  chosen  infantry ;  yet  being 
of  one  nation,  obedient  to  one  discipline  and  ani- 
mated by  one  spirit,  their  excellent  composition 
amply  compensated  for  the  inferiority  of  numbers, 
and  their  general's  talent  was  immeasurably  greater 
than  his  adversary's. 
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Soiilt  had  examined  Beresford's  position  without   ^"1^' 
hindrance  on  the  evening  of  the  15thy  and  hearing* 


1811 

that  the  fourth  division  was  left  before  Badajos,  and  May. 
that  Blake  would  not  arrive  before  the  17th,  he 
resolved  to  attack  the  next  morning,  for  he  had 
detected  the  weakness  of  the  English  generaPs 
disposition  for  battle.  The  hill  in  the  centre,  com- 
manding the  Valverde  road,  was  undoubtedly  the 
key  of  the  position  if  an  attack  was  made  parallel  to 
the  front.  But  the  heights  on  the  right  presented 
a  rough  broken  table-land,  trending  backwards  to- 
wards the  Valverde  road  and  looking  into  the  rear 
of  the  line  of  battle ;  and  if  a  powerful  mass  of 
French  troops  could  be  suddenly  placed  there,  they 
would,  unless  beaten  off  again  by  a  counter-attack, 
inevitably  roll  the  allied  army  up  on  its  centre,  and 
push  it  into  the  valley  of  the  Aroya :  the  Valverde 
road  could  then  be  seized,  the  retreat  cut,  and  the 
strong  cavalry  of  the  French  would  complete  the 
victory. 

Now  the  right  of  the  allies  and  the  left  of  the 
French  approximated  to  each  other,  being  only  di- 
vided by  a  hill,  about  cannon-shot  distance  from 
either,  but  separated  from  the  allies  by  the  Albuera 
and  from  the  French  by  a  rivulet  called  the  Feria. 
This  height,  neglected  by  Beresford,  was  ably  made 
use  of  by  Soult.  During  the  night  he  placed  be- 
hind it  the  greatest  part  of  the  artillery  under 
general  Ruty,  the  fifth  corps  under  Girard,  and  the 
heavy  cavalry  under  Latour  Maubourg ;  thus  con- 
centrating fifteen  thousand  men  and  thirty  guns 
within  ten  minutes'  march  of  Beresford's  right  wing : 
and  yet  that  general  could  neither  see  a  man,  nor 
draw  a  sound  conclusion  as  to  the  real  plan  of  at- 
tack.    The  light  cavalry,  the  T)rigades  of  Godinot 
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^xn!^  and  Werl^,  and  ten  guns^  still  remained  at  the 
~^^ —  French  marshal's  disposal.  These  he  formed  in  the 
M«y.  woods,  extending  along  the  banks  of  the  Feriia  to- 
wards its  confluence  with  the  Albuera.  Werle  was 
to  keep  in  reserve ;  but  Godinot  was  to  attack  the 
village  and  bridge,  and  to  bear  strongly  against  the 
centre  of  the  position,  with  a  view  to  attract  Beres- 
ford's  attention,  to  separate  his  wings,  and  to  double 
up  his  right  at  the  moment  when  the  principal 
attack  should  be  developed. 


BATTLE   OF   ALBU£RA. 

Blake  and  Cole  brought  up  more  than  sixteen 
thousand  men,  the  former  in  the  night,  the  latter  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  the  action  was 
already  begun  ;  but  so  defectively  had  Beresford 
occupied  his  position  that  Soult  although  he  saw 
how  greatly  the  allied  army  had  been  reinforced 
made  no  change  of  disposition.  A  little  before 
nine  o'clock  Godinot  emerged  from  the  woods  with 
his  division  in  one  heavy  column  preceded  by  a 
battery  of  ten  guns.  Flanked  by  the  light  cavalry 
and  followed  by  Werle's  division,  he  made  straight 
for  the  bridge  of  Albuera  and  with  a  sharp  can- 
nonade and  musquetry  attempted  to  force  the  pas- 
sage, while  general  Briche  led  two  hussar  regi- 
ments further  down  the  river  in  observation  of 
Otway's  horsemen.  Dickson's  guns,  posted  on  the 
rising  ground  above  the  village,  answered  the  fire  of 
the  French,  and  ploughed  through  their  column 
which  was  crowding  towards  the  bridge  although 
the  stream  was  passable  above  and  below.  Beres- 
ford, observing  that  Werle's  division  did  not  follow 
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closely,  was  now  convinced  that  the  principal  effort    chap. 
would  be  on  the  right,  and  therefore  ordered  Blake  • 


to  form  a  part  of  the  first  and  all  the  second  line  of    May* 
the  Spanish  army  on  the  broad  part  of  the  hills,  at 
right  angles  to  their  actual  front.     Then  drawing 
the  Portuguese  infantry  of  the  left  wing  to  the 
centre,  he  sent  one  brigade  down  to  support  Alten 
at  the  bridge,   and  directed  general   Hamilton  to 
hold  the  remainder  in  columns  of  battalions,  ready 
to  move  to  any  part  of  the  field.     The  thirteenth 
dragoons  he   posted   near  the   edge  of  the   river, 
above  the  bridge,  and  sent  the  whole  of  the  second 
division  to  support  Blake.     The  horse  artillery,  the 
cavalry  under  Lumley,  and  the  fourth  division  also 
took  ground   to   the  right,   and  were  posted,  the 
horsemen  and  guns  on  a  small  plain  behind  the 
Aroya,  the  fourth  division  in  an  oblique  line  about 
half  musket  shot  behind  them.     This  done,  Beres- 
ford  galloped  to  Blake,  for  that  general  had  refused 
to  change  his  front,  and  with  great  heat  told  colonel 
Hardinge,  the  bearer  of  the   order,  that  the  real 
attack  was  at  the  village  and  bridge.     A  second 
time  he  was  entreated  to  obey,  but  remained  obsti- 
nate until   Beresford  arrived  in  person,  and  then 
only  he  assented  because  the  enemy's  columns  were 
beginning  to  appear  on  his  flank.     Yielding  to  this 
evidence  he  proceeded  to  change  his  front,  yet  with 
such  pedantic  slowness,  that  Beresford   impatient 
of  his  folly  took  the  direction  in  person. 

Great  was  the  confusion  and  the  delay  thus  occa- 
sioned, and  ere  the  troops  were  completely  formed 
the  French  were  amongst  them.  For  scarcely  had 
Godinot  engaged  Alten's  brigade,  when  Werle, 
leaving  only  a  battalion  of  grenadiers  to  support  the 
former  and  some  squadrons  to  watch  the  thirteenth 
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*xn^   dragoons  and  connect  the  attacks,  countermaicbed 

— with   the  remainder  of  his  division,   and  rapidlj 

May.'  gained  the  rear  of  the  fifth  corps  as  it  was  mounting 
the  hills  on  the  right  of  the  allies.  At  the  same 
time  the  great  mass  of  the  light  cavalry  also  quitted 
Godinot's  column,  crossed  the  river  Albuera  above 
the  bridge,  ascended  the  left  bank  at  a  gallop,  and, 
sweeping  round  the  rear  of  the  fifth  corps  joined 
Latour  Maubourg,  who  was  already  in  face  of 
Lumley's  squadrons.  Thus  half  an  hour  had  suf- 
ficed to  render  Beresford's  position  nearly  desperate. 
Two-thirds  of  the  French  were  in  a  compact  order 
of  battle  on  a  line  perpendicular  to  his  right,  and 
his  army,  disordered  and  composed  of  different  na- 
tions, was  still  in  the  difficult  act  of  changing  its 
front.  It  was  in  vain  that  he  endeavoured  to  keep 
the  Spanish  line  sufficiently  in  advance  to  give 
room  on  the  summit  of  the  hill  for  the  second  divi- 
sion to  support  it ;  the  French  guns  opened,  their 
infantry  threw  out  a  heavy  musquetry  fire,  and 
their  cavalry,  outflanking  the  front  and  menacing 
different  points,  put  the  Spaniards  in  disorder ;  the 
latter  fell  fast  and  gave  back. 

Soult  thought  the  whole  army  was  yielding,  he 
pushed  forward  his  columns,  his  reserves  mounted 
the  hill  behind  him,  and  general  Ruty  placed  all  the 
French  batteries  in  position.  But  at  this  critical 
moment  general  William  Stewart  arrived  at  the  foot 
of  the  height,  with  Colbome's  brigade,  which  formed 
the  head  of  the  second  division.  This  officer,  seeing 
the  confusion  above,  desired  to  form  in  order  of  battle 
previous  to  mounting  the  ascent,  but  Stewart,  whose 
boiling  courage  generally  overlaid  his  judgment,  led 
up  without  hesitation  in  column  of  companies,  and 
having  passed  the  Spanish  right,  attempted  to  open 
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out  his  line  in  succession  as  the  battalions  arrived  ^  y^f  • 


at  the  summit     The  enemy's  fire  was  very  galling 
and  destructive,  and  the  foremost  troops  charged ;     m»j. 
but  a  heavy  rain  prevented  any  object  from  being 
distinctly  seen,  and  four  regiments  of  hussars  and 
lancers,  which  had  turned  the-  right  flank  in  the 
obscurity,  now  came  galloping  in  upon  the  rear  of 
the  line  at  the  instant  of  its  advance,  and  slew  or 
took  two-thirds  of  the  brigade.     One  battalion  only, 
the  thirty-first,  being  still  in  column,  escaped  this 
charge,  and  maintained  its  ground  while  the  French 
horsemen  riding  violently  over    every    thing  else 
penetrated  to  all  parts  and  captured  six  guns.    The 
tumult  was  great  and  in  the  midst  of  it  a  lancer  fell 
upon   Beresford,  but  the  marshal,  a  man  of  great 
strength,  put  the  spear  aside  and  cast  the  trooper 
from  his  saddle.    When  the  confusion  was  greatest, 
a  shift  of  wind  blowed  aside  the  smoke  and  mist, 
general  Lumley   perceived  the   mischief  from  the 
plain  below,  aud  sending  four  squadrons  out  against 
the  straggling  lancers  cut  many  of  them  off;  Penne 
Villemur's    Spanish  cavalry  was    also  directed  toNSfix" 
charge  the  French  horsemen  in  the  plain,  and  they       ^ 
galloped  forwards  until  within  a  few  yards  of  their 
foes  but  then  turned  and  shamefully  fled. 

During  this  first  unhappy  efibrt  of  the  second 
division,  so  great  was  the  disorder,  that  the  Spaniards 
in  one  part  continued  to  fire  without  cessation 
though  the  British  troops  were  before  them ;  and 
in  another  part,  flying  before  the  lancers,  they 
would  have  broken  through  the  twenty-ninth  regi- 
ment, then  advancing  to  the  succour  of  Colbome's 
brigade,  but  with  a  stem  resolution  that  regiment 
smote  friends  and  foes  without  distinction  in  their 
onward  progress.     Meanwhile  Beresford  urged  the 
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^xu*^    main  body  of  the  Spaniards  to  advance,  and  find- 

^  ing  bis  exhortations  useless  seized  an  ensign  by  the 

M«j.'  breast  bearing  him  and  bis  colours  by  main  force  to 
the  front,  yet  the  troops  would  not  follow  and  the 
coward  run  back  when  he  was  released  from  the 
marshals  grasp.  In  this  crisis  the  weather  which 
had  ruined  Colbome's  brigade  saved  the  day. 
Soult  could  not  see  the  whole  field  of  batUe,  and 
still  kept  his  heavy  columns  together  when  the 
decisive  blow  might  have  been  struck.  His  ea- 
vab*y  indeed,  began  to  hem  in  that  of  the  aUies, 
but  the  fire  of  the  horse-artillery  enabled  Lumley, 
covered  as  he  was  by  the  bed  of  the  Aroya  and 
supported  by  the  fourth  division,  to  check  them  on 
the  plain,  Colbome  still  remained  on  the  height 
with  the  thirty-first  regiment,  the  British  artilleiy, 
under  Julius  Hartman,  was  coming  fast  into  action; 
and  W^illiam  Stewart,  who  had  escaped  the  charge 
of  the  lancers,  was  again  mounting  the  hill  with 
general  Houghton's  brigade,  which  he  brought  on 
with  the  same  vehemence,  but  instructed  by  his 
previous  misfortune  in  a  juster  order  of  little. 
The  day  now  cleared  and  a  dreadful  fire  poured 
into  the  thickest  of  the  French  columns  convinced 
Soult  that  the  fight  was  yet  to  be  won. 

Houghton's  regiments  reached  the  height  under 
a  very  heavy  cannonade,  and  the  twenty-ninth, 
after  breaking  through  the  fugitive  Spaniards,  was 
charged  in  flank  by  the  French  lancers,  but  two 
companies  wheeling  to  the  right  foiled  this  attack 
with  a  sharp  fire.  The  third  brigade  of  the  second 
division  then  came  up  on  the  left,  and  the  Spanish 
corps  of  Zayas  and  Ballesteros  at  last  moved  for- 
ward. Hartman 's  artillery  was  now  in  full  play, 
and  the  enemy's  infantry  recoiled,  but  soon  recover- 
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ing,  renewed  the  fight  with  greater  violence  than  ^'{^j**- 
before.      The   cannon   on   both    sides  discharged  — — — 
showers  of  grape  at  half  range,  the  peals  of  mus-     ^ay. 
ketry  were  incessant,  and  often  within  pistol-shot, 
but  the  close  formation  of  the  French  embarrassed 
their  battle,  and  the  British  line  would  not  yield 
them  one  inch  of  ground,  nor  a  moment  of  time  to 
open  their  ranks.      Their  fighting  was  however 
fierce  and  dangerous  :  Stewart  was  twice  wounded, 
colonel   Duckworth   was    slain,    and    the    gallant 
Houghton,  having  received  many  wounds  without 
shrinking,  fell  and  died  in  the  very  act  of  cheer- 
ing on  his  men. 

Still  the  struggle  continued  with  unabated  fury. 
Colonel  Inglis,  twenty-two  oflScers,  and  more  than 
four  hundred  men,  out  of  five  hundred  and  seventy 
that  had  mounted  the  hill,  fell  in  the  fifty-seventh 
alone,  and  the  other  regiments  were  scarcely  better 
off;  not  one-third  were  standing  in  any  ;  their  am- 
munition failed,  and  as  the  English  fire  slackened 
the  enemy  established  a  column  in  advance  upon 
the  right  flank.  The  play  of  the  artillery  indeed 
checked  them  a  moment,  but  in  this  dreadful  crisis 
Beresford  wavered  !  Destruction  stared  him  in  the 
face,  his  personal  resources  were  exhausted,  and 
the  unhappy  thought  of  a  retreat  rose  in  his  agi- 
tated mind.  He  had  before  brought  Hamilton's 
Portuguese  into  a  situation  to  cover  a  retrograde 
movement ;  he  now  sent  orders  to  general  Alten  to 
abandon  the  bridge  and  village  of  Albuera,  and  to 
assemble  with  the  Portuguese  artillery  in  such  a 
position  as  would  cover  a  retreat  by  the  Valverde 
road.  But  while  the  commander  was  thus  preparing 
to  resign  the  contest,  colonel  Hardinge  using  his 
name  ordered  general  Cole  to   advance  with  the 
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^x?i^    fourth  division  ;  and  then  riding  to  the  third  brigade 
of  the  second  division,  which,  under  the  command 


181  !• 

May!  of  colonel  Abercrombie,  had  hitherto  been  only 
slightly  engaged,  directed  him  also  to  push  forward 
into  the  fight.  The  die  was  thus  cast  and  Beresford 
acquiesced;  Alten  received  orders  to  retake  the 
village,  and  this  terrible  battle  was  continued. 

The  fourth  division  was  composed  of  two  bri- 
gades, the  one  of  Portuguese  under  general  Harvey^ 
the  other,  commanded  by  sir  William  Myers,  con- 
sisted of  the  seventh  and  twenty-third  regiments, 
and  was  called  the  fuzileer  brigade :  Harvey's  Por- 
tuguese were  immediately  pushed  in  between  Lum- 
ley's  dragoons  and  the  hill,  where  they  were 
charged  by  some  French  cavalry,  whom  they  beat 
off  and  meantime  Cole  led  his  fiizileers  up  the 
contested  height.  At  this  time  six  guns  were  in 
the  enemy's  possession,  the  whole  of  Werl6's  re- 
serves were  coming  forward  to  reinforce  the  front 
column  of  the  French,  the  remnant  of  Houghton  s 
brigade  could  no  longer  maintain  its  ground,  the 
field  was  heaped  with  carcasses,  the  lancers  were 
riding  furiously  about  the  captured  artillery  on 
the  upper  parts  of  the  hill,  and  behind  all,  Ha- 
milton's Portuguese  and  Alten's  (jermans,  now 
withdrawing  from  the  bridge,  seemed  to  be  in  full 
retreat.  Soon  however  Cole's  fuzileers,  flanked  by 
a  battalion  of  the  Lusitanian  legion  under  colonel 
Hawkshawe,  mounted  the  hill,  drove  off  the  lancers, 
recovered  five  of  the  captured  guns  and  one  colour, 
and  appeared  on  the  right  of  Houghton's  brigade 
precisely  as  Abercrombie  passed  it  on  die  left« 

Such  a  gallant  line,  issuing  from  the  midst  of 
the  smoke  and  rapidly  separating  itself  from  the 
confused  and  broken  multitude,  startled  the  enemy  s 
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heavy  masses,  which  were  increasing  and  pressing  ^vfT' 
onwards  as  to  an  assured  victory  :  they  wavered,  — g^-j — 
hesitated,  and  then  vomiting  forth  a  storm  of  fire,  ^ay. 
hastily  endeavoured  to  enlarge  their  front,  while  a 
fearful  discharge  of  grape  from  all  their  artillery 
whistled  through  the  British  ranks.  Myers  was 
killed,  Cole,  the  three  colonels,  Ellis,  Blakeney, 
and  Hawkshawe,  fell  wounded,  and  the  fuzileer 
battalions,  struck  by  the  iron  tempest,  reeled  and 
staggered  like  sinking  ships.  But  suddenly  and 
sternly  recovering  they  closed  on  their  terrible 
enemies  ;  and  then  was  seen  with  what  a  strength 
and  majesty  the  British  soldier  figlits.  In  vain  did 
Soult  with  voice  and  gesture  animate  his  French- 
men ;  in  vain  did  the  hardiest  veterans  break  from 
the  crowded  columns  and  sacrifice  their  lives  to 
gain  time  for  the  mass  to  open  out  on  such  a  fair 
field ;  in  vain  did  the  mass  itself  bear  up,  and 
fiercely  striving,  fire  indiscriminately  upon  friends 
and  foes,  while  the  horsemen  hovering  on  the  flank 
threatened  to  charge  the  advancing  line.  Nothing 
could  stop  that  astonishing  infantiry.  No  sudden 
burst  of  undisciplined  valour,  no  nervous  enthu- 
siasm weakened  the  stability  of  their  order,  their 
flashing  eyes  were  bent  on  the  dark  columns  in 
their  front,  their  measured  tread  shook  the  ground, 
their  dreadful  volleys  swept  away  the  head  of  every 
formation,  their  deafening  shouts  overpowered  the 
dissonant  cries  that  broke  from  all  parts  of  the 
tumultuous  crowd,  as  slowly  and  with  a  horrid  car- 
nage it  was  pushed  by  the  incessant  vigour  of  the 
attack  to  the  farthest  edge  of  the  height.  There 
the  French  reserve  mixed  with  the  struggling  multi- 
tude and  endeavoured  to  sustain  the  fight,  but  the 
efibrt  only  increased  the  irremediable  confusion^  the 

2x2 
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^x?u     w^ig^ty  niass  gave  way  and  like  a  loosened  cliff 
^■jjj^ —  went  headlong  down  the  steep :  the  rain    flowed 
M»jr.     after  in  streams  discoloured  with  blood,  and  eighteen 
hundred  unwounded  men,  the  remnant  of  six  thou- 
sand unconquerable  British  soldiers,  stood  triumph- 
ant on  the  fatal  hill ! 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

While  the  fuzileers  were  striving  on  the  height,    ^^j^'^*- 
the  cavalry  and  Harvey's  brigade  continually  ad- 


1811 

vanced,  and  Latour  Maubourg's  dragoons,  being  M.y! 
also  battered  by  Lefebre's  guns,  retired  before  them, 
yet  still  threatening  the  fuzileers  with  their  right 
while  with  their  left  they  prevented  Luraley's  horse- 
men from  falling  on  the  defeated  infantry.  Mean- 
while Beresford,  seeing  that  colonel  Hardinge's  de- 
cision had  brought  on  the  critical  moment  of  the 
battle,  endeavoured  to  secure  a  favourable  result. 
Alten's  Germans  were  ordered  to  retake  the  village, 
which  they  effected  with  some  loss,  and  Blake's 
first  line,  which  had  not  been  at  all  engaged,  was  di- 
rected to  support  them ;  Hamilton's  and  Collins's 
Portuguese,  forming  a  mass  of  ten  thousand  fresh 
men,  were  brought  up  to  strengthen  the  attack  of 
the  fuzileers,  and  of  Abercrombie's  brigade ;  and  at 
the  same  time  the  Spanish  divisions  of  Zayas,  Bal- 
lesteros,  and  Espana  advanced.  Nevertheless,  so 
rapid  was  the  execution  of  the  fuzileers,  that  the 
enemy's  infantry  were  never  attained  by  these  re* 
serves,  which  yet  suffered  severely ;  for  general 
Ruty  got  the  French  guns  altogether,  and  worked 
them  with  prodigious  activity  while  the  fifth 
corps  still  made  head ;  and  when  the  day  was 
irrevocably  lost,  he  regained  the  other  side  of  the 
Albuera  and  protected  the  passage  of  the  broken 
infantry. 

Beresford  was  too  hardly  handled  to  pursue,  but 
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«ooK    he  formed  a  fresh  line  with  his  Portuguese,  parallel 
to  the  hill  from  whence  Soult  had  advanced  to  the 


1811 

May!  attack  in  the  rooming,  and  where  the  French 
troops  were  now  rallying  with  their  usual  celqrity. 
The  fight  still  continued  at  the  bridge,  but  Godi- 
not's  division  and  the  connecting  battalion  of  gre- 
nadiers on  that  side  were  soon  afterwards  with- 
drawn, and  the  action  was  entirely  terminated 
before  three  o'clock.  The  serious  fighting  had 
endured  only  four  hours,  and  in  that  space  of  time, 
nearly  seven  thousand  of  the  allies  and  above  eight 
thousand  of  their  adversaries  were  struck  down. 
Three  French  generals  were  wounded,  two  slain, 
and  eight  hundred  soldiers  so  badly  hurt  as  to  be 
left  on  the  field.  On  Beresford's  side  only  two 
thousand  Spaniards  and  six  hundred  Germans  and 
Portuguese,  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  hence  it 
is  plain  with  what  a  resolution  the  pure  British 
fought,  for  they  had  but  eighteen  hundred  men 
left  standing !  The  laurel  is  nobly  won  when  the 
exhausted  victor  reels  as  he  places  it  on  his  bleed- 
ing front. 

The  trophies  of  the  French  were  five  hundred 
unwounded  prisoners,  a  howitzer,  and  several  stand 
of  colours.  The  British  had  nothing  of  that  kind 
to  boast  of,  but  the  horrid  piles  of  carcases  within 
their  lines  told  with  dreadful  eloquence  who  were 
the  conquerors ;  and  all  the  night  the  rain  poured 
down,  and  the  river  and  the  hills  and  the  woods, 
resounded  with  the  dismal  clamour  and  groans  of 
dying  men.  Beresford,  obliged  to  place  his  Portu- 
guese in  the  front  line,  was  oppressed  with  the 
number  of  his  wounded ;  they  far  exceeded  that 
of  the  sound  amongst  the  British  soldiers,  and 
when  the  piqui^ts  were  posted  few  men  remained 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  551 

to  help  the  sufferers.     la  this  cruel  situation  he  ^yiL ' 
sent  colonel  Hardinge  to  demand  assistance  ^^'^""^77^ — 
Blake ;  but  wrath  and  mortified  pride  were  predo-    M»y. 
minant  in  that  general's  breast,  and   he  refused, 
saying,  it  was  customary  with  allied  armies  for  each 
to  take  care  of  its  own  men. 

Morning  came,  and  both  sides  remained  in  their 
respective  situations,  the  wounded  still  covering  the 
field  of  battle,  the  hostile  lines  still  menacing  and 
dangerous.  The  greater  multitude  had  fallen  on 
the  French  part,  bat  the  best  soldiers  on  that  of  the 
allies,  and  the  dark  masses  of  Soult's  powerful 
cavalry  and  artillery,  covering  all  his  front,  seemed 
alone  able  to  contend  again  for  the  victory ;  the 
right  of  the  French  also  appeared  to  threaten  the 
Badajos  road,  and  Beresford  in  gloom  and  doubt 
awaited  another  attack.  But  on  the  1 7th,  the  third 
brigade  of  the  fourth  division  came  up  by  a  forced 
march  from  Jerumenha ;  this  enabled  the  second 
division  to  retake  their  former  ground  between  the 
Valverde  and  the  Badajos  roads,  and  on  the  1 8th, 
Soult  retreated. 

He  left  to  the  generosity  of  the  English  general 
several  hundred  men,  too  deeply  wounded  to  be  re- 
moved ;  but  all  that  could  travel  he  had,  in  the 
night  of  the  17th,  sent  by  the  royal  road,  through 
Santa  Marta,  Los  Santos,  and  Monasterio  to  Se- 
ville. Now  protecting  his  movements  with  all  his 
horsemen  and  six  battalions  of  infantry,  he  filed 
the  army  in  the  morning  to  its  right,  and  so  gained 
the  road  of  Solano.  When  this  flank  march  was 
completed,  Latour  Maubourg  covered  the  rear  with 
the  heavy  dragoons,  and  Briche  protected  the  march 
of  the  wounded  men  by  the  royal  road.  Soult 
however  halted  the   19th  at  Solano,  designing  to 
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^xiu     ^^^^  ^^  ^  Estremadura,   and    to  draw   reinforce- 
— — —  meats  from  Andalusia ;  for  he  knew  well,  though 

loll*        .^  ^ 

>i*j«  Beresford  was  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  hurt 
BadajoSy  Wellington  would  soon  come  down  and 
fresh  combats  would  be  necessary  to  saye  that  for- 
tress. He  had  as  early  as  the  14th  commoiced  re- 
pairing the  castle  of  Villalba,  a  large  structure 
between  Almendralejos  and  Santa  Marta ;  and  he 
now  continued  the  work,  with  a  view  to  form  a 
head  of  cantonments,  which  the  allies  should  be 
unable  to  take  before  the  French  army  could  be  re- 
inforced. 

When  Beresford  discovered  the  enemy's  retreat, 
he  despatched  general  Hamilton  to  make  a  show  of 
re-investing  Badajos,  and  it  was  effected  at  day- 
break the  1 9th,  but  on  the  left  bank  only.  Mean- 
time the  allied  cavalry,  supported  by  Altens 
Germans,  followed  the  French  line  of  retreat. 
Soult  then  transferred  his  head-quarters  to  Fuente 
del  Maestre,  but  the  Spanish  cavalry  cut  off  some 
of  his  men  and  menaced  Villalba.  Lord  Welling- 
ton reached  the  field  of  battle  the  same  day,  and 
after  examining  the  state  of  affairs,  desired  the 
marshal  to  follow  the  enemy  cautiously ;  then 
returning  to  Elvas  himself,  he  directed  the  third 
and  seventh  divisions,  which  were  already  at  Campo 
Mayor,  to  complete  the  re-investment  of  Badajos 
on  the  right  bank.  During  this  time  Beresford 
advanced  by  the  Solano  road  to  Almendralejos, 
where  he  found  some  more  wounded  men ;  and  his 
further  progress  was  not  opposed.  The  number  of 
officers  who  had  fallen  in  the  French  army,  to- 
gether with  the  privations  endured,  had  produced 
despondence  and  discontent ;  the  garrison  at  Vil- 
lalba  was  so  little  disposed  to  maintain  the  castle;, 
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that  the  duke  of  Dalmatia  evacuated   it,  and  con-   chap. 


tibued  his  own  retreat  in  the  direction  of  Llerena, 

181 1 . 

where  he  assumed  a  position  on  the  23d,  placing     M«y.' 
his   cavalry  near   Usagre.     This  abandonment   of 
the  royal  road  to  Seville  was  however  a  well-con- 
sidered  movement.      The  country  through  which 
Soult  passed  was  more  fruitful  and  open,  and  he 
could   draw   greater  advantage  from  his   superior 
cavalry  ;  the  mountains  behind  Lim  were  so  strong 
he   had   nothing  to  fear  from  an  attack,  and  by 
Belalcazar  and  Almaden  he  could  maintain  a  com- 
munication with  La  Mancha,  from  whence  he  ex- 
pected Drouet's  division.    The  road  of  Guadalcanal 
was  in  his  rear,  by  which  he  could  draw  reinforce- 
ments from  Cordoba  and  from  the  fourth  corps,  and 
as  the  allies  durst  not  venture  to  expose  their  left 
flank  by  marching  on  Monasterio  he  eflFectually  co- 
vered Andalusia. 

From  Llerena,  a  detachment  was  sent  to  drive 
away  a  Spanish  Partida  corps  which  had  cut  his 
communications  with  Guadalcanal,  and  at  the  same 
time  Latour  Maubourg  was  directed  to  scour  the 
country  beyond  Usagre.  This  led  to  an  action. 
The  town,  built  upon  a  hill,  and  covered  towards 
Los  Santos  by  a  river  with  steep  and  rugged  banks, 
had  only  the  one  outlet  by  the  bridge  on  that  side, 
and  when  Latour  Maubourg  approached  Lumley 
retired  across  the  river.  The  French  light  cavalry 
then  marched  along  the  right  bank,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  crossing  lower  down  and  thus  covering  the 
passage  of  the  heavy  horsemen  ;  but  before  they 
could  effect  this  object,  general  Bron  rashly  passed 
the  river  with  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  and  drew 
up  in  line  just  beyond  the  bridge.  Lumley  was 
then  lying  close  behind  a  rising  ground,  and  when 
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^xu*^  the  French  regiments  had  advanced  a  sufficient 
— — —  distance,  Lefebre  s  guns  opened  on  them,  and  the 
May.'  third  dragoon  guards  and  fourth  dragoons  charged 
them  in  front  while  Madden's  Portuguese  fell  on 
their  flank.  They  were  overthrown  at  the  first 
shock,  and  fled  towards  the  bridge,  which  being 
choked  with  the  remainder  of  the  French  cavalry, 
advancing  to  their  support,  the  fugitives  turned  to 
the  right  and  left  and  endeavoured  to  save  them- 
selves amongst  some  gardens  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  river ;  there  they  were  pursued  and  sabred 
until  the  French  on  the  opposite  side,  seeing  their 
distress,  checked  the  victors  by  a  fire  of  carbines 
and  artillery.  Some  wounded  prisoners  were  taken, 
but  a  Guerilla  party  which  had  not  joined  in  the 
attack  suddenly  massacred  them.  However,  forty 
killed  in  fair  fight  and  more  than  a  hundred 
wounded,  attested  the  vigour  of  Lumley's  conduct 
in  this  affair,  which  terminated  Beresford  s  opera- 
tions ;  for  the  miserable  state  to  which  the  Regency 
had  reduced  the  Portuguese  army  imperatively 
called  for  the  marshals  presence  elsewhere.  Gre- 
neral  Hill  having  now  returned  to  Portugal  re*as- 
sumed  the  command  of  the  second  division,  amidst 
the  rejoicings  of  the  troops,  and  lord  Wellington 
directed  the  renewed  siege  of  Badajos  in  person. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

No  general  ever  gained  so  great  a  battle  with  so 
little  increase  of  military  reputation  as  marshd 
Beresford.  His  personal  intrepidity  and  strength, 
qualities  so  attractive  for  the  multitude,  were  conspi- 
cuously displayed,  yet  the  breath  of  his  own  army 
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withered  his  laurels,  and  his  triumph  was  disputed   ^y^^' 

by  the  very  soldiers  who  followed  his  car.     Their 

censures  have  been  reiterated  without  change  and 
without  abatement  even  to  this  hour;  and  a  close 
examination  of  his  operations,  while  it  detects  many 
ill-founded  objections  and  others  tainted  with 
malice,  leaves  little  doubt  that  the  general  feeling 
was  right. 

When  he  had  passed  the  Guadiana  and  driven 
the  fifth  corps  upon  Guadalcanal,  the  delay  that 
intervened  before  he  invested  Badajos  was  unjustly 
attributed  to  him  :  it  was  lord  Wellington's  orders, 
resulting  from  the  tardiness  of  the  Spanish  generals, 
that  paralyzed  his  operations.  But  when  the  time 
for  action  arrived,  the  want  of  concert  in  the  invest- 
ment, and  the  ill-matured  attack  on  San  Christoval 
belonged  to  himself;  and  he  is  especially  responsi- 
ble in  reputation  for  the  latter  as  for  the  former,  be- 
cause captain  Squire  earnestly  warned  him  of  the  Nofx.  **' 
inevitable  result,  but  his  words  were  unheeded. 
During  the  progress  of  the  siege  also  either  the 
want  of  correct  intelligence,  or  a  blunted  judgement, 
misled  the  marshal.  It  was  remarked  that  at  all 
times  he  too  readily  believed  those  idle  tales  of 
distress  and  difficulties  in  the  French  armies,  with 
which  the  spies  generally  and  the  deserters  always 
interlarded  their  information :  thus  he  was  incre- 
dulous of  Soult's  enterprise,  and  that  officer  was 
actually  over  the  Morena  before  the  orders  were 
given  to  commence  the  main  attack  of  the  castle  of 
Badajos.  However,  the  firmness  with  which  Beres- 
ford  resisted  the  importunities  of  the  engineers  to 
continue  the  siege,  and  the  quick  and  orderly  re- 
moval of  the  stores  and  battering-train,  were  alike 
remarkable  and  praiseworthy.     It  would  have  been 
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^xn*^    happy  if  he  had  shewn  as  much  magnanimity  in 
-  what  followed. 

When  he  met  Blake  and  Castanos  at  Valvefde, 
the  alternative  of  fighting  or  retiring  behind  the 
Guadiana  was  the  subject  of  consideration.  The 
Spanish  generals  were  both  in  favour  of  giving 
battle.  Blake,  who  could  not  retire  the  way  he 
had  arrived  without  danger  of  having  bis  march 
intercepted,  was  particularly  earnest  to  fight,  af- 
firming that  his  troops  already  in  a  miserable  state, 
would  disperse  entirely  if  they  were  obliged  to 
enter  Portugal  Castanos  was  of  the  same  opinion. 
Beresford  also  argued,  that  it  was  unwise  to  relin- 
quish the  hope  of  taking  Badajos,  and  ungenerous 
to  desert  the  people  of  Estremadura ;  that  a  retreat 
would  endanger  Elvas,  lay  open  the  Alemtejo,  and 
encourage  the  enemy  to  push  his  incursions  further, 
which  he  could  safely  do,  having  such  a  fortress 
as  Badajos  with  its  bridge  over  the  Guadiana, 
in  his  rear ;  that  a  battle  must  then  be  fought  in 
the  Alemtejo  with  fewer  troops  and  after  a  dis- 
piriting retreat ;  that  there  was  a  greater  scarcity 
of  food  in  the  Portuguese  than  in  the  Spanish 
province;  finally  that  as  the  weather  was  me- 
nacing, the  Guadiana  might  again  rise  before  the 
stores  were  carried  over,  when  the  latter  must  be 
abandoned,  or  the  army  endangered  to  protect  their 
passage. 

But  these  plausible  reasons  were  but  a  mask. 
The  true  cause  why  the  English  general  adopted 
Blake's  proposals  was  the  impatient  temper  of  the 
British  troops.  None  of  them  had  been  engaged  in 
the  late  battles  under  lord  Wellington.  At  Busaco 
the  regiments  of  the  fourth  division  were  idle 
spectators  on  the  left,   as  those  of  the  second  divi- 
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sion  were  on  the  rigUt,  while  the  action  was  in  the 
centre.  During  Massena's  retreat  they  had  not" 
been  employed  under  fire,  and  the  combats  of 
Sabugal  and  Fuentes  Onoro  had  been  fought  with- 
out them*  Thus  a  burning  thirst  for  battle  was 
general,  and  Beresford  had  not  the  art  either  of 
conciliating  or  of  exacting  the  confidence  of  his 
troops.  It  is  certain  that  if  he  had  retreated,  a 
very  violent  and  unjust  clamour  would  have  been 
raised  against  him ;  and  ihis  was  so  strongly  and 
unceremoniously  represented  to  him  by  an  ofiicer 
on  his  own  staff  that  he  gave  way.  These  are 
what  may  be  termed  the  moral  obstacles  of  war. 
Such  men  as  lord  Wellington  or  sir  John  Moore  can 
stride  over  them,  but  to  second-rate  minds  they  are 
insuperable.  Practice  and  study  may  make  a  good 
general  as  far  as  the  handling  of  troops  and  the 
designing  of  a  campaign,  but  the  ascendancy  of 
spirit  which  leads  the  wise  while  it  controls  the 
insolence  of  folly,  is  a  rare  gift  of  nature. 

Beresford  yielded  with  an  unhappy  flexibility 
to  the  clamour  of  the  army  and  the  representations 
of  Blake,  for  it  is  unquestionable  that  the  resolu- 
tion to  fight  was  unwarrantable  on  any  sound 
military  principle.  We  may  pass  over  the  argu* 
ment  founded  upon  the  taking  of  Badajos,  because 
neither  the  measures  nor  the  means  of  the  English 
general  promised  the  slightest  chance  of  success ; 
the  siege  would  have  died  away  of  itself  in  default 
of  resources  to  carry  it  on.  The  true  question  to 
consider  was,  not  whether  Estremadura  should  be 
deserted  or  Badajos  abandoned ;  but  whether  lord 
Wellington's  combinations,  his  great  and  well  con- 
sidered design  for  the  deliverance  of  the  Peninsula 
should  be  ruined  and  defaced  at  a  blow.     To  say 
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^xit^  that  the  Alemtejo  could  not  have  been  defended 
•— — — until  the  commander-in-chief  arrived  from  the 
north  with  reinforcements  was  mere  trifling.  Soult, 
with  twenty,  or  even  thirty  thousand  men,  dared  not 
have  attempted  the  siege  of  Elvas  in  the  face  of 
twenty-four  thousand  men  such  as  Beresford  com- 
manded. The  result  of  the  battle  of  Fuentes  Onoro 
was  known  in  the  English  and  in  the  French  camps 
before  the  allies  broke  up  from  Badajos,  hence  Beres- 
ford was  certain  that  additional  troops  would  soon 
be  brought  down  to  the  Guadiana ;  indeed  the  third 
and  seventh  divisions  were  actually  at  Campo  Mayor 
the  23d  of  May.  The  danger  to  the  Alemtejo  was, 
therefore  slight,  and  the  necessity  of  a  battle  being 
by  no  means  apparent  it  remains  to  analyze  the 
chances  of  success. 

Soult's  numbers  were  not  accurately  known,  but 
it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  not  less  than  twenty 
thousand  veteran  troops;  he  had  also  a  great 
superiority  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  and  the  country 
was  peculiarly  suitable  for  these  arms.  The  mar- 
tial character  of  the  man  was  also  known.  Now 
the  allies  could  bring  into  the  field  more  of  infantry 
by  ten  thousand  than  the  French,  yet  they  were  of 
various  tongues,  and  the  Spanish  part,  ill  armed 
starving  and  worn  out  with  fatigue,  had  been 
repeatedly  and  recently  defeated  by  the  very  troops 
they  were  going  to  engage.  The  French  were 
compact,  swift  of  movement,  inured  to  war,  used 
to  act  together,  and  under  the  command  of  one 
able  and  experienced  general.  The  allied  army 
was  unwieldy,  each  nation  mistrusting  the  other, 
and  the  whole  without  unity  of  spirit  or  of  dis- 
cipline or  of  command.  On  what  then  could  mar- 
shal Beresford  found  his  hopes  of  success?    The 
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British  troops.  The  latter  were  therefore  to  be  freely   ™^^' 
used.     But  was  it  a  time  to  risk  the  total  destruc- 


tion of  two  superb  divisions,  and  to  encounter  a 
certain  and  heavy  loss  of  men,  whose  value  he  knew 
so  well  when  he  calculated  upon  them  alone  for 
victory  in  such  circumstances  ? 

To  resolve  on  battle  was,  however,  easier  than 
to  prepare  for  it  with  skill.     Albuera  was  the  point 
of  concentration.     Colonel  Colbome  s  brigade  did 
not  arrive  until  the  14tfa,  and  there  was  no  certainty 
that  it  could  arrive  before  the  enemy  did.     Blake 
did  not  arrive  until  three  in  the  morning  of  the 
16th.     The  fourth  division  not  until  nine  o'clock, 
wheb  the  action  had  commenced.     Kemmis's  fine 
British  brigade  and   Madden's  cavalry,    did    not 
come  at  all.    These  facts  prove  that  the  whole  plan 
was  faulty,  it  was  mere  accident  that  a  sufficient 
force  to  give  battle  was  concentrated.     Beresford 
was  too  late,  and  the  keeping  up  the  investment  of 
Badajos,  although  laudable  in  one  sense  was  on  the 
whole  a  great  error ;  it  was  only  an  accessory  ;  and 
yet  the  success  of  the  principal  object  was  made 
subservient  to  it.     If  Soult,  instead  of  passing  by 
Villa  Franca  in  his  advance,  had  pushed  straight 
on  from  Los  Santos  to  Albuera,    he  would  have 
arrived  the  15th,  when  Beresford  had  not  much 
more  than  half  his  force  in  position ;  the  point  of 
concentration  would  then  have  been  lost  and  the 
allies'  scattered  in  all  directions.     If  the  French  had 
even  continued  their  march  by  Solano  instead  of 
turning  upon  Albuera,  they  must  inevitably  have 
communicated  with  Badajos,  unless  Beresford  had 
fought  without  waiting  for   Blake,    and  without 
Kemmis's  brigade.     Why  then  did  the  French  mar- 
shal turn  out  of  the  way  to  seek  a  battle,  in  prefe- 
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^x?h  ^^^^^  ^0  attaining  his  object  without  one?  And 
—  why  did  he  neglect  to  operate  by  his  right  or  left 
until  the  unwieldy  allied  army  should  separate  or 
get  into  confusion,  as  it  inevitably  would  have  done? 
Because  the  English  general's  dispositions  were  so 
faulty  that  no  worse  error  could  well  be  expected 
from  him»  and  Soult  had.  every  reason  to  hope  for 
a  great  and  decided  victory :  a  victory  which  wonld 
have  more  than  counterbalanced  Massena  s  failure. 
He  knew  that  only  one-half  of  the  allied  force  was 
at  Albuera  on  the  15th»  and  when  he  examined 
the  ground  every  thing  promised  the  most  complete 
success. 

Marshal  Beresford  had  fixed  upon  and  studied 
his  own  field  of  battle  above  a  month  before  the 
action  took  place,  and  yet  occupied  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  render  defeat  almost  certain ;  his  in- 
fantry were  not  held  in  hand,  and  his  inferiority  in 
guns  and  cavalry  was  not  compensated  for  by  en- 
trenchments.    But  were  any  other  proofs  of  error 
wanting,  this  fSsKSt  would  suffice,  he  had  superior 
numbers  of  infantry  on  a  field  of  battle  scarcely 
three  miles  long,  yet  ten  thousand  of  his  troops 
never  fired  a  shot,  and  three  times  the  day  was 
lost  and  won,    the  allies  being  always  fewest   in 
number  at  the  decisive   point.      It    is   true  that 
Blake's  conduct  was  very  p>erplexing ;  it  is  true  that 
general  William  Stewart  s  error  cost  one  brigade, 
and  annihilated  the  command  of  colonel  Colbome, 
a  man  capable  of  turning  the  fate  of  a  battle  even 
with  fewer  troops  than  those  swept  away  from  him 
by  the  French  cavalry  :  but  the  neglect  of  the  hill 
beyond  the  Albuera,  fronting  the  right  of  the  posi- 
tion, was  Beresford's  own  error  and  a  most  serious 
one;    so  also  were  the  successive  attacks  of  the 
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brigades,  and  the  hesitation  about  the  fourth  divi-  ^^f^' 
sion.  And  where  are  we  to  look  for  that  promptness  ■ 
in  critical  moments  which  marks  the  great  com* 
mander?  It  was  colonel  Hardinge  who  gave  the 
fourth  division  and  Abercrombie's  brigade  orders 
to  advance;  it  was  their  astounding  valour  in 
attack,  the  astonishing  firmness  of  Houghton's  bri-* 
gade  in  defence,  that  saved  the  day.  The  person 
of  the  general-in-chief  was  indeed  seen  every  where, 
a  gallant  soldier !  but  the  mind  of  the  great  com- 
mander was  seen  no  where. 

Beresford  remained  master  of  the  field  of  battle, 
yet  he  could  not  take  Badajos ;  that  prize  was  still 
to  be  obtained  by  many  great  efforts,  and  many 
deep  combinations  on  the  part  of  a  far  greater  man; 
neither  did  he  clear  Estremadura,  for  Soult  main- 
tained his  positions  from  Llerena  to  Usagre.  What 
then  did  he  gain?  The  power  of  simulating  a 
renewal  of  the  siege,  and  holding  his  own  canton* 
ments  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Guadiana ;  I  say 
simulating,  for  if  the  third  and  seventh  divisions 
bad  not  arrived  from  Beira,  even  the  investment 
could  not  have  been  completed..  These  illusive 
advantages  he  purchased  at  the  price  of  seven 
thousand  men.  With  a  smaller  loss  lord  Wellington 
had  fought  two  general  and  several  minor  actions, 
had  baffled  Massena,  and  turned  seventy  thousand 
men  out  of  Portugal ! 

Such  being  the  fruit  of  victory,  what  would  have 
been  the  result  of  defeat?  There  was  no  retreat, 
save  by  the  temporary  bridge  of  Jerumenha ;  and 
had  the  hill  on  the  right  been  carried  in  the  battle, 
the  Yalverde  road  would  have  been  in  Soult's  pos- 
session and  the  line  of  retreat  cut ;  had  it  even  been 
otherwise,  Beresford,  with  four  thousand  victorious 
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^^  French  cavalry  at  his  heels,  could  never  have  passed 
-the  river.  Back  then  must  have  come  the  army 
from  the  north, — ^the  lines  of  Lisbon  would  have 
been  once  more  occupied — a  French  force  fixed  on 
the  south  of  the  Tagus — Spain  ruined — Portugal 
laid  prostrate — England  in  dismay.  Could  even 
the  genius  of  lord  Wellington  have  recovered  such 
a  state  of  aflfairs?  And  yet,  with  these  results, 
the  terrible  balance  hanging  for  two  hours,  twice 
trembled  to  the  sinister  side  and  only  yielded  at  last 
to  the  superlative  vigour  of  the  fusileers.  The  battle 
should  never  have  been  fought.  The  siege  of  Ba- 
dajos  could  not  have  been  renewed  without  rein- 
forcements, and  with  them  it  could  have  bera 
renewed  without  an  action,  or  at  least  without 
risking  an  unequal  one. 

But  would  even  the  bravery  of  British  soldiers 
have  saved  the  day  at  Albuera,  if  the  French  ge* 
neral  had  not  also  committed  great  errors.  His 
plan  of  attack  and  his  execution  of  it,  up  to  the 
moment  when  the  Spanish  line  fell  back  in  disorder, 
cannot  be  too  much  admired ;  after  that,  the  mode 
of  fighting  in  dense  columns  being  followed  beyond 
reason,  lost  the  fairest  field  ever  offered  in  Spain 
to  the  French  arms.  Had  the  fifth  corps  opened 
out  while  there  was  time  to  do  so,  that  is,  between 
the  falling  back  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  advance 
of  Houghton's  brigade,  what  on  earth  could  have 
saved  Beresford  from  a  total  defeat?  The  fire  of 
the  enemy's  columns  alone  destroyed  two-thirds  of 
his  British  troops;  the  fire  of  their  lines  would 
have  swept  away  all ! 

It  has  been  said  that  Latour  Maubourg  and  Go- 
dinot  did  not  second  Soult  with  sufficient  vigour, 
and  the  latter  certainly  did  not  display  any  great 
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energy  ;  but  the  village  was  maintained  against  him    ^^^,^- 
by  Alien's  Germans,  good  and  hardy  troops,  and  '~JJ{7"' 
well  backed  up  by  a  great  body  of  Portuguese. 
Latour  Maubourg's  movements  seem  to  have  been 
objected  to  without  reason.     He  took  six  guns, 
sabred  many  Spaniards,  tad  overthrew  a  whole  bri- 
gade of  the  British,   without  ceasing  to  keep   in 
check  their  cavalry.     He  was  undoubtedly  supe- 
rior in  numbers,  but  general  Lumley  bandied  the 
allied  squadrons  with  akill  and  courage,  drawing 
all  the  advantage  possible  from  his  situation;  and  in 
the  choice  of  that  situation  none  can  deny  ability 
to  marshal  Beresford*    The  rising  ground  behind 
the  horsemen,  the  bed  of  the  Aroya  in  their  front, 
the  aid  of  the  horse-artillery,  and  the  support  of 
the    fourth    division,    were  all    circumstances   of 
strength,  so  well  combined  that  nothing  could  be 
better,  and  they  dictated  Latour  Maubourg's  pro- 
ceedings, which  seem  conscmant  to  true  principles. 
For  if  be  had  charged  in  mass  under  the  fire  of 
LefebreV  guns,  he  must  have  been  thrown  into  con- 
fusion in  passing  the  bed  of  the  Aroya  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  fourth  division,  advancing  along  the 
slopes,  would  have  opened  a  musquetry  on  his  right 
flank :  Lumley  could  then  have  charged,  or  retired 
up  the  hill,  according  to  circumstances.    Great  loss 
might  thus  have  been  sustained,  and  nothing  very 
decisive  could  have  accrued  to  the  advantage  of  the 
French,  because  no  number  of  cavalry,  if  unsus- 
tained  by  infantry  and  artillery,  can  make  a  serious 
impression  against  the  three  arms  united.    It  was 
therefore  another  error  in  Soult  not  to  have  joined 
some  guns  and  infantry  to  his  cavalry,  when  he 
perceived  that  his  enemy  bad  done  so  on  bis  part. 
Ten  guns,  and  half  the  infantry  uselessly  slaugh- 
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*xii^   *^**^  ^^  columns  on  the  height  above^  would  have 
— - —  turned  the  scale  of  battle  below.    For  it  is  certain 

1811 

that  when  the  fuzileers  came  up  the  hill,  Hough- 
ton's brigade  was  quite  exhausted,  and  the  few  men 
standing  were  without  ammunition ;  but  if  a  French 
battery  and  a  body  of  inftotry  had  been  joined  to 
the  French  cavalry  the  fuzileers  could  not  have 
moved. 

On  the  other  hand,  seeing  that  Latour  Maubourg 
was  not  so  strengthened,  a  repulse  might  have  been 
fatal  not  only  to  himself  but  to  the  French  infantry 
on  the  hill,  as  their  left  would  have  been  open  to 
the  enterprises  of  the  allied  cavalry.  If  he  had 
stretched  away  to  his  own  left,  he  would,  in  like 
manner,  have  exposed  the  flank  of  Soult's  in&ntry, 
his  movements  would  have  been  eccentric  and  con- 
trary to  sound  principles ;  and  in  the  event  of  a 
disaster  to  the  corps  on  the  hill,  as  really  happened, 
destructive  to  the  safety  of  the  retreating  army.  By 
keeping  in  mass  on  the  plain,  and  detaching  squa- 
drons from  time  to  time,  as  favourable  opportunities 
offered  for  partial  charges,  he  gained,  as  we  have 
seen,  great  advantages  during  the  action  and  kept 
his  troopers  well  in  hand  for  the  decisive  moment ; 
finally,  he  covered  the  retreat  of  the  beaten  infantry. 
Still  it  may  be  admitted  that,  with  such  superior 
numbers,  he  should  have  more  closely  pressed 
Lumley. 

When  Soult  had  regained  the  hills  at  the  other 
side  of  the  Albuera  the  battle  ceased,  each  side 
being  so  hardly  handled  and  so  exhausted  that 
neither  offered  to  renew  the  fight.  Here  was  the 
greatest  failure  of  the  French  commander.  He  had 
lost  eight  thousand  men,  but  he  had  still  fifteen 
thousand  under  arms ;  his  artillery  and  his  cavalry 
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were  comparatively  untouched ;  whereas  of  the  allied  ^^^^• 
army,  only  eighteen  hundred  British  infantry  were  - 
left  standing,  and  all  the  troops  were  suffering  greatly 
from  famine  ;  the  Spanish  in&ntry  had  been  feeding 
on  horse-flesh,  and  were  so  extenuated  by  continual 
fatigue  and  misery,  that,  for  several  days  previous 
to  the  battle  they  had  deserted  in  considerable 
numbers  even  to  the  French,  hoping  thus  to  get 
food.  These  circumstances  should  be  borne  in  mind 
when  reflecting  on  their  conduct  in  the  battle; 
under  such  a  commander  as  Blake,  and  enduring 
such  heavy  privations,  it  was  a  great  effort  of  reso- 
lution and  honourable  to  them  that  they  fought  at 
all.  Their  resistance,  feeble  when  compared  to  the 
desperate  valour  of  the  British,  was  by  no  means 
weak  in  itself  or  infirm ;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at 
that  men  so  exhausted  and  so  ill-managed  should 
have  been  deaf  to  the  call  of  Beresford,  a  strange 
general,  whose  exhortations  they  probably  did  not 
understand ;  when  the  fortune  of  the  day  changed 
they  followed  the  fuzileers  with  alacrity,  and  at  no 
period  did  they  give  way  with  dishonour. 

Nevertheless,  all  circumstances  considered,  they 
were  not  and  could  not  be  equal  to  a  second  des- 
perate struggle;  a  renewed  attack  on  the  17th, 
would  have  certainly  ended  in  favour  of  the  French; 
and  so  conscious  was  Beresford  of  this,  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  16th,  he  wrote  to  lord  Wellington, 
avowing  that  he  anticipated  a  certain  and  ruinous 
defeat  the  next  day,  and  was  resolved  not  to  survive 
it.  The  resolution  with  which  he  maintained  th^ 
position  notwithstanding,  was  the  strongest  indica- 
tion of  military  talent  he  gave  during  the  whole  of 
his  operations ;  had  Soult  only  persisted  in  holding 
his  position  with  equal  pertinacity,  Beresford  must 
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^^^  have  retired.  It  was  a  great  and  decided  mistake 
'  of  the  French  marshal  not  to  have  done  so.  There 
is  nothing  more  essential  in  war  than  a  confident 
front ;  a  general  should  never  acknowledge  himself 
vanquished,  for  the  front  line  of  an  army  always 
looks  formid^le,  and  the  adversary  can  addcmi  see 
the  real  state  of  what  is  behind.  The  importance 
of  this  maxim  is  finely  indicated  in  livy,  who 
relates,  that  after  a  drawn  battle  a  god  calling  oat 
in  the  night,  declared  the  Etruscans  had  lost  one 
man  more  than  the  Romans !  Whereupon  the 
former  retired,  and  the  latter  remaining  on  the  field 
gathered  all  the  fruits  of  a  real  victory. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  FORMER  VOLUMES. 


Letter  from  mafor-general  P,  Ponsonby  to  colonel  Napier, 

After  the  rery  handBome  manDer  in  which  you  have  men- 
tioned my  nvme,  in  your  account  of  the  batUe  of  Talavera,  it  may 
appear  extraordinary  that  I  should  trouble  yon  with  this  letter ; 
bnt  my  silence  might  be  interpreted  into  the  wish  of  taking  praise 
to  myself  which  I  do  not  deserve. 

The  whole  of  your  account  of  the  charge  made  by  general 
Anson's  brigade  is  substantially  correct;  you  have  given  the 
reason  for  it^  and  the  result ;  but  there  are  two  points,  in  the 
detail,  which  are  inaccurate.  The  first  affecting  the  German 
hussars ;  the  other  respecting  myself. 

The  Germans,  on  the  left  of  the  twenty-third,  could  not  reach 
the  French  columns,  from  the  impracticability  of  the  ravine 
where  they  charged ;  this  I  ascertained,  by  personal  observation, 
the  following  day ;  the  obstacle  was  much  less  serious  where  the 
twenty-third  attacked,  headed  by  general  Anson  and  colonel 
Seymour.  The  mountain  torrent,  which  gradually  decreased  as 
it  descended  into  the  plain,  was  about  thirty  yards  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  twenty-third,  though  much  broken  in  passing 
this  obstacle,  charged  up  to  the  columns,  and  was  repulsed,  no 
rally  could  be  attempted ;  but  the  rig^t  squadron,  under  captain 
Drake,  having  an  easier  passage  of  the  ravine,  and  no  French 
column  immediately  in  front,  passed  through  the  intervals,  and 
caused  much  confusion,  which,  together  with  the  delay  occasioned 
by  the  charge,  prevented  the  masses  of  infantry  which  were  in 
readiness  on  the  French  right  flank,  from  joining  in  the  general 
attack  on  our  line. 

Yon  will  perceive  that  this  account,  which  I  believe  to  be  the 
exact  truth,  does  not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  afibct  the  accuracy 
of  your  description  of  the  movement;  but,  if  I  am  correct,  it  proves 
that  the  Germans  were  obliged  to  halt  by  an  insuperable  difficulty, 
and  that  I  had  no  particular  merit  in  the  execution  of  the  charge 
of  the  twenty-third. 

Believe  me 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

F.   PONSONBY. 

Malta,  Dec.  30,  1829. 
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Note  sur  la  Situation  actuelle  de  VEtpagne. 

Rochefort,  le  Ao&t^  1808. 

1^,  \a%  ^teemens  inattendus  da  gte4ral  Dopoiit  aont  one 
proQfe  de  pliM  qae  le  vocd^  de  la  guerre  d^iend  de  la  prndeooe, 
de  la  bonne  conduite,  et  de  I'experience  da  gin^cal* 

2^.  A  la  seule  lectare  da  rapport  da  colonel  d'Affry,  on  avok 
divini  tOQs  lea  ^enemena ;  apria  ane  perte  anaai  oonnderaible,  oa 
ne  peat  itre  aozprie  que  le  roi  et  lea  g^4raax  jogent  oonvenaUe 
de  ooDcentrer  Tarmie  et  d*iyacaer  Madrid, 

£n  examinant  avec  attention,  non  lee  rapporta  menaoogers  dei 
individua  qui  parlent  dana  leur  sena,  maia  lee  faita  tela  qu'ila  ae 
Bont  paas^a,  on  est  convatacu:  premiiremont,  que  le  g^n^ral  Gas- 
tanoa  n  avoit  paa  ploa  de  viogt-cinq  mille  bonunee  de  troope  de 
ligne  et  de  quinze  mille  payaana ;  on  jour  on  seca  a  meme  de 
verifier  ce  qui  sera  avanci  ici.  Seoondement,  qae  ai  le  general 
Dnpont  lea  eut  attaqn^,  ou  ae  fut  bati4  avee  tout  son  ^orpa  reoni, 
11  lea  eut  oompl^tanient  defaita* 

2P^  On  penae  qu*on  anra  tout  le  tema  d'ivacuer  lea  bleta^a  de 
Madrid  qui  arrivent  k  Araada ;  il  faadra  ocooper  aoni  kagteiitf 
qu*il  aera  potaible  lee  banteura  de  B«itrago»  afin  de  doaner  le 
tempa  au  marichal  Beeaiireay  4e  levenir  de  eon  monvement  de 
Galilee;  qu'il  iaut  reorganiaer  la  province  de  Bargoa,  lea  tieii 
BiacayeSy  et  la  province  de  Navairre ;  ellea  comprendront  ftcile- 
ment  que,  dana  ce  moment  plua  que  jamaia,  ellea  doivent  reater 
fid^lea  et  ae  bien  condulre  aoua  peine  d'etre  traiteea  avec  toota  la 
rigueur  de  la  guerre. 

40,  On  penae  que  Tannee  doit  £tre  diviate  en  troia  corpa,  k 
corps  principal^  ou  de  centre,  ou  commando  le  roi,  qa*on  porteroit 
a  30,000  hommea  camp^  h  Aranda ;  le  corpa  de  droite,  dn  ma- 
recbal  Beaai^ea,  d'environ  15  mille  hommea  faiaant  £u»  a  oe  qai 
pourroit  arriver  de  Gallice  oa  d'£atramadttre,  occupant  Valladolid 
par  une  diviaionj  ayaat  une  autre  diviaion  intermedtaire  avec  le 
corps  df)  centre,  et  line  troiaieme  diviaion  de  plua  aur  aa  droite, 
aelon  lea  ciroonstanc^ ;  enfin  le  corp«  de  gauche^  ou  d'Arragoa, 
deatine  a  maintenir  la  Navarre  et  le  paya  environnant,  oocnpaat 
Logrono  et  Tudela,  et  liant  aa  droite  en  oorpa  du  centre,  par  one 
diviaion  qui  au  beaoin  renforceroit  ce  corpa  et  devra  maintCTrir 
Soria  par  un  corpa  vplant. 

lie  corpa  du  centre,  et  le  corpa  de  droite  doivent  a  appuyer  ser 
Burgoa,  et  le  corpa  d'Armgon  doit  avoir  aon  aj^wi  aur  Pampehme. 

5^.  Pouf  organiser  le  corps  du  centra  dana  ce  but,  on  croit 
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qu'om  doit  k  renforcer  de  la  brigade  du  14"*  et  44"*  de  ligne, 
200  chevaux  et  8  pieces  de  canon,  qa'on  tireroit  da  corps  devant 
Saragosse;  de  la  Inrigade  dn  gte^l  Monton  oompoB^  du  4">* 
leg^re^  15"^  leg<ire,  dn  bataUion  de  Paris,  et  de  hnit  pi^s  de 
canon ;  de  la  brigade  command^  par  le  marichal  Nej^  et  qni  est 
dkjk  k  nne  marche  en  avant  de  Bayonne,  composie  dn  43**%  et  du 
5 1  "M  de  ligne,  da  26"*  de  chasseurs,  et  de  6  pieces  de  canon ;  enfin 
de  4  escadrons  de  marche  de  dragons  et  d'nne  regiment  Polonais 
de  la  garde ;  on  r^oniroit  le  3™^  bataillon  aux  deux  premiers  de 
tours  les  rumens  d'infant^rie,  et  on  m^lermt  les  jennes  soldats 
aox  anciens. 

On  ^Ine  k  environ  dix  mille  hommes  de  renfort  que  re- 
cevroit  le  eoipe  dn  centre,  qni  seroit  alors  compost:  sovoirdes 
18,000  qni  le  ferment  k  present  •••••• 18,000 

Da  renfort  ivaluik***** • • 10,000 

Le  ditachement  du  d^p^  du  4"^  leg^,  15'^  leg^re. 

14"«,  44«^,  43"*,  et  51^  de  ligne,  le  2^  et  12«»*  leg^  rejoin- 
dront  insensiblement  et  porteront  ce  corps  k    •  •  30,000  hommes. 

Ces  trente  mille  hommes  ne  sauroient  ttre  en  mttlleures  mains, 
que  sous  les  ordres  du  mar6ehal  Ney,  hormis  une  r^rre  de  4  i 
5  mille  hommes  destines  ^  la  garde  du  roi,  et  que  le  roi  conserre- 
roit  aopris  de  sa  personne  et  feroit  marcher  avec  le  g^^ral  Sa- 
ligny,  on  ayec  le  gtminl  Savary  quand  U  le  jugetoit  n^cessaire. 

Le  corps  du  centre  ce  tiendnut  k  la  hauteur  d'Aranda,  see  com- 
municattona  Men  assur^  arec  le  marshal  Bessiires  k  Valladolid, 
des  t^tee  de  pent  bien  ^blies  k  Aranda  et  k  Valladolid.  Ce  corps 
se  nourrira  par  Burgos,  et  deyra  non  seulement  maintenir  la  tran« 
qailltt4  dans  cette  promce,  mais  encore  assurer  ses  communica- 
tions avec  le  corps  de  Saragosse  qui  occupera  Tudela  et  Logrono. 

Le  corps  du  mar4chal  Bessi^res,  fort  de  quince  mille  hommes, 
devra  occuper  Valladolid  en  faisant  face  k  ce  qui  arrivera  d'Estra- 
madore  et  de  Castille,  ayant  ses  trois  divisions  en  ^faeUons,  et  se 
nonrrissant  de  la  province  de  Valladolid,  PlacentSa,  et  Leon. 

On  enverra  le  marshal  Moncey  pour  commander  le  corps  du 
gMnl  Verdier,  et  on  ohargera  le  mareehal  du  commandement  de 
le  Biscaye  et  de  loos  les  derri^res. 

On  estime  qu'on  pent  retirer  du  camp  sous  Saragosse  le  14"**^  et 
44"*  de  ligne,  200  chevaux,  et  8  pi^s  de  canon,  le  reste  doit  (tre 
formi  en  trois  divisions,  et  destini  a  maintenir  la  Navarre.  La 
position  de  Logrono  est  trop  pr^,  11  faut  occuper  au  moins  jusqu'a 
Tndehi  pour  soumettre  la  Navarre,  et  tout  ce  qui  bougeroit.    Dans 
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Tordre  ofieosif,  denx  divkionfl  peavent  m  poiter  ea  nMrche  fflmt 
8ur  raring, 

6^.  1\  ne  hnt  point  fkire  one  gtittrro  dmidey  nl  ■ooffirir  aaam 
raiMnibleiiient  ann4  k  deox  murdies  d'anoon  oorpt  d'annfe.  Si 
rennemi  0'^>proche»  il  ne  hut  point  m  laitier  d^nngvr  pv  oe 
qui  B*e8t  paM^,  ie  confier  dans  aa  Biipiriorit^»  marcher  a  lui  at  le 
battre.  L'ennemi  prandra  Ini  m^me  probablement  ana  maidw 
irks  cireonqMCta :  il  j  aera  reduit  da  moment  qn'il  anm  ea 
qoelqoe  example, 

Dans  oatte  situation  de  ehoaes,  toates  les  fois  qa'on  aaroit 
slrieusement  attaqn^  par  Tennemi,  on  poorra  lui  opposar  k  corps 
du  roi»  qui  doit  toujoora  toe  ensemble,  et  les  deux  tieia  du  corps 
du  marshal  Bessi^res.  Co  marshal  doit  toi^onxa  tenir  on  tien 
de  son  corps,  k  uue  demi  jonm4e,  on  tiers  a  una  jonni^  dn  corps 
du  c^tre,.  et  un  tiers  sur  la  droits,  suivant  lea  diconatanoes, 
^galement,  un  tiers  du  corps  du  gin^ral  Verdier  doit  aa  Isnir  k  h 
gauche  du  roi,  pour  le  joindre  si  oela  koit  n^cessaife,  de  aorte 
que  dans  un  jour  la  roi  puisse  r^unir  40  mille  honunes. 

70.  II  faut  dibuter  par  das  coups  d'tel&t,  qui  rtiivent  la  monl 
du  soldat  et  qui  fassent  comprendre  k  lliabitant  qnll  doit  rester 
tranquilie;  un  des  premiers  coups  le  plus  important  k  porter,  ei 
qui  seroit  utile  pour  r^Uver  Topinion  et  compenser  r^racualien  de 
Madrid,  seroit  que  la  brigade  du  14""*  et  44>^  qu'on  rappelle  de 
Saragosse,  aid^  d'une  detachement  du  corps  du  centre,  soumette 
Soria,  le  disarms,  et  le  faaae  rester  tranquilie*  Attaquer  et  col- 
buter  tout  ce  qui  se  pr^ntera  doit  ^tre  rinstroction  genMe, 
donn4e  au  marechal  Bessi^res,  au  marshal  Nej,  et  an  ^foktl 
Verdier,  de  sorte  qu  a  one  marche,  ou  a  una  marche  et  demie  ds 
corps  Fran9oi8,  il  n'y  ait  aucun  rassemUement  d*insuiges;  on  est 
d  opinion  que  si  I'arant  garde  du  g^^ral  Castafios  s'sTanoe  sur 
TAranda  et  d^passe  les  montagnes  de  Buitrago,  il  faut,  avec  toot 
ce  qu'on  r^unira  dans  on  jour,  marcher  k  lui  aans  lui  donnar  le 
tems  de  a*7  itablir  aerieuaement,  le  culbuter,  le  jetter  au  dela  des 
montagnea,  et  si  Taffidre  est  d^dsive,  se  reporter  ear  Madiid. 
L'ennemi  ddt  esaayer  de  d^loger  rarmie  Fran9a]se  de  cetia  posi- 
tion, par  trois  points,  par  la  Gallice  et  rEstramadnre,  par  la  droite 
d'Aranda,  et  enfin  par  les  rassemblemens  des  proWnoea  d'Arragoa, 
de  Valence,  et  autres  de  Castille.  Toutes  ces  combinaiaona  soat 
difficiles  k  l'ennemi,  et  si  on  dissipe  ces  rassemblemens  a  mesure 
qu'ils  se  formeront  sur  tous  les  points  et  qu^on  les  tienne  a  dislaaoe 
d'une  ou  deux  marches  du  cantonnement  Fran9oi0,  si  altemattfe- 
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nMBi  les  Fnui^ob  prenneat  VoShmhey  tant6t  k  leur  dvoile,  en  ran- 
for^ant  le  marechal  Bessi^res,  pendant  que  le  centre  ee  tiendra 
dans  une  bonne  position  derri^  la  riviere,  et  k  Tabri  detoute 
attaque;  tant6t  an  centre  avec  la  corpa  do  roi,  lea  deux  tiers 
dn  carps  de  droite»  et  nn  tters  du  corps  de  gauche,  I'ennemi  sera 
blent6t  oblige  k  la  pbs  grande  droonspection. 

8^.  On  aoroit  pu  aussi  consenrer  Madrid  en  renfor9ant  le 
coipa  qui  s'y  tronre,  du  14"^  et  44'"*  de  ligne«  de  la  brigade  dn 
g^n^ral  Mouton,  de  celle  du  g^n4ral  Le  Fevbre,  qui  en  dernier 
lieu  a  M  renvoy^  au  marshal  fiessi^res,  et  enfin  du  renfort 
qu'  am^e  le  marechal  Ney.  On  auroit  ainsi  renforce  le  corps 
de  Madrid  de  plus  de  14  mille  hommes,  et  11  est  douteux  que 
Tennemi  eut  youIu  se  mesnrer  avec  des  forces  aussi  considerables 
et  s*exposer  k  une  perte  certaine. 

90.  Si  de  fortes  raisons  obligoient  d'^racuer  Aranda»  on  per- 
droit  Tespoir  de  ritablir  ses  communications  avec  le  Portugal. 
Dans  le  cas  ok  un  ^^nement  quelconque  porteroit  k  4vacuer  le 
Duero  et  k  se  concentrer  sur  Burgos  pour  se  riunir  Ik  avec  le 
marechal  Bessi^res,  le  corps  du  g4n4ral  Verdier  peut  commu- 
nlqner  par  TEbre,  et  avoir  toujoun  son  mouvement  isoU  pour 
maintenir  la  Navarre,  contenir  TArragon,  tous  les  rassemble- 
mens  de  ce  cdt^  et  prot^r  la  route  principale.  Pendant  cet 
intervalle  des  renforts  joumaliers  arriveront  k  Vwmie,  jusqu'  a 
ce  qu'enfin  les  divisions  de  la  grande  arm^e  qui  sent  en  marche, 
aoient  sur  les  Pyren^ 

On  a  recommandi  de  tous  tems  le  petit  fort  de  Pancorvo. 
U  est  necessaire  de  Toccuper,  m^e  quand  on  ne  garderoit  pas 
la  ligne  de  TEbre,  c'est  une  vedette  d'autant  plus  utile  qu'elle 
domine  la  plaine,  et  seroit  un  obstacle  si  jamais  Tennemi  s'en 
emparoit.* 

KK'.  La  troisi^e  position  que  se  pr^sente  a  Tarm^,  c'est  la 
ganche  k  Pampelune,  et  la  droite  sur  Vittoria,  maintenant  ainsi 
sea  communications  avec  les  places  importantes  de  St.  Sebastien 
et  de  Pampelune.  Au  reste  toutes  ces  notes  peuvent  difficilement 
toe  de  quelque  utility,  les  6vinemens  modifient  n^cessairement 
les  dispositions,  tout  depend  d'ailleurs  de  saisir  un  moment. 

1 10.  Resum^.  Le  premier  but  est  de  se  maintenir  a  Madrid 
si  cela  est  possible. 


*  [Note  in  Napoleon's  own  hand.]    On  ne  doit  pas  oablier  qu'en  approchant 
de  France  tout  favooiise  la  desertion. 
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Le  WKoad,  de  mainteair  tes  oonmimicatiMis  ur&o  le  Portngil 
en  occupant  le  ligne  da  Dnero.  i 

Le  troiaitene,  de  coneerrer  TEbre. 

Le  qnakri^oie,  de  coaienrer  see  eamnuiniceliooe  avec  Paoqveiaiw 
et  St,  Sebastien  afin  que  la  grande  annfe  arrifant,  on  pniwo  ea 
peu  de  teme  culbuter  et  an^antir  toua  lea  r^TOlt^. 

Le  Gsir.  Bertraha. 
Rochtfortf  6  Aoit,  1808« 
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No.  1. 

SECTION  1. — GENERAL  STATE  OF  THE  FRENCH  ARMY  IN 
THE  PENINSULA,  EXTRACTED  FROM  THE  IMPERIAL  MUSTER 
ROLLS. 

King  Jotfeph  commanding^  Ut  Oct.  1809. 
Present  under 

arms.  Detached.  Absent.        Effectfye.        Horses. 

Men.     Hona.        Men.     Hortet.    Hospital.    Prison.       Mtn.      CaTalry.  Oniuftlit. 
180,814  98,081     10,407    8,165    46,109    4,184    887,880    88,196    8,060 
DNednct  for  the  goremments ....  10,407  8,1 66 

Real  total.... 296,088         98,091 

15th  Jnly,  1810. 
973,408    59»886    90,469    7,846    47,107    4,915    849,979  41,848  18,884 
In  march  to  Join 
6,191  786        ri_  »  686        ^       6,757  786 

979,594     58,079    99,469     7,846    47,748    4,915  856,729        60,918 

15th  August,  1810. 
979^89    59,068     95,840    6,017     46,989    5,995    851,961  41,446  16,684 
In  march  to  Join 1,957       681       511 

Total  effcctire  in  Spain 858,918  49,197  17,145 

Troops  destined  for  Spain,  quartered  on  the 

frontier 16,006    1,447      „ 

Grand  toUl , ••..868,994  48,574  17,145 

A^9<«.— By  this  state  it  appears  that  allowance  being  made  for  casual- 
ties, the  reinforcements  for  Spain,  in  consequence  of  the  peace  with 
Austria,  were  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men. 

15th  Jan.  1811. 
Present  under  arms.       Detached.      Absent  Effectire.        Horses. 
Men.        Horn*.  Men.     Honca.    Hotpttal.       Men.     Cavalry.    Dranaht. 

995,997    69,469      17,780    4,714    48,881    861,888  41,189    15,987 

15th  April,  1811. 
876.576    46,990       15,191     9,166    40,079    881,776  87,855     11.801 

These  states  shew  a  decrease  of  nearly  thirty  thousand  men  in  three 
months.  During  this  period  the  siege  of  Badajos,  the  retreat  of  Massena, 
the  battles  of  tiie  Gebora,  Barrosa,  and  Fuentes  Onoro  took  place. 
Hence,  if  the  deaths  in  hospital  be  added  to  the  losses  sustained  in  those 
operations  we  shall  find  that,  at  the  period  of  its  greatest  actiritr,  the 
Guerilla  system  was  more  harassing  than  destruotire  to  the  French 
army. 
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8ECTI0K   2« — 8TAT£   OF   THE    ARMT  OF   PORTUGAL. 

April,  1810.— Head-qaarter  Caceres.    Maasenay  Prince  of  EaUag, 
commanding. 

Uader  tfms.      Detached.    Hoapi-  Priioa-  Eflec-  Honct. 
taJ.       en.     live. 

Mm.    Honet.  Men.  Hones.  Men.   Men.    Men.  Ckvalry.  Dfwglht. 

td  corps  d'ttnnee   I8,97t     4,449    1,119     IM      i^aas       7  «i,i<B  s,M{>      1,061 

Mh  Ditto 9S,7ft9    10,l»9       499      HO       MM     949  99,400  7.t«l       9,19 

9th  Ditto 99,04ft      7,070         9S        j*          5,979        9Q  94,14ft  3,919        l,7S9 

Total  Mtlve  Brmy    90bl7a    91,979     1,940      M«      18,990      4*9  94,981  lft,979       ft^M9 

Imperial  suardf  ..    17,990     9,900       174       ift         793      w  19,997  9,991         99* 
Province     of    St. 

Andcr  19,494        7ft9      978       »         1,774     977  15*991  759         „ 

Province  of  VaU 

tedoUd 4,509         194       199        H            859      Mft  6,136  „               194 

Tbtal     under     1 

Maiaena'a        S    115,999    96,954    9,919      9ft7      16^066     9n  199,975  10,955       7,016 
oommand.      j 

UthMay,   1810, 

Sutma^orctgeM- 

d'arme  ..........         9t0        941         „       „            „           „  990  941           „ 

Od  COrp*  Rcynicr    16,909      9,991       909      991         1,937        49  10^999  9,196          B68 

6th  do.  Ney 99,849      ft,491     1,994      964        4,040      357  9V0e7  9^159       4,939 

9th  do  Jonot 90^799      4,tt8          7       90       5,849       75  9(^431  9,149       9,116 

Reierve  of  cavalry. 

Montbrun  4,776      4,ltftl       946      190            Oft       n  5,117  5/MO           » 

Total  active  army    71,573    17,609    9,469  1,414      I9/>14     474  96,947  il,76t       7,91ft 

I5th  August,  1810. 

Btat  nu^or,  &c. ..        igo        on      ,t        *,             3       „  909  999         » 

9d  corps. 18,419      9,804    9.404      307        3,006        „  91,018  1,969        1,904 

6th  corps 98,456      9,498     1,86ft      ft77        ft,ft41      199  90^869  1.701        1,379 

Bth  corps  19,008      9,0ft0       496      169       4,096       09  94,93ft  9^016       1,119 

Reserve  of  cavalry      4,146      4,999    1,199      891           1&7       31  5,441  4,007          948 
Artillerleet  genie 

etdu  siege  9,794     9,060       908      159          400       »  3,330  „         3,191 

Total  active  army   6ft,748    15,889    6,190  9,110     14,119     309  95,007  10^915      7«i8e 
6th  Government  } 

ValladoUd.  Di-  [    19,809      3,045       690       90        1,77ft      641  15,107  9,031          194 

vision  Serras ..  ) 
Astorias    et     St. 

Ander.  Bonet..    19.919        „       1,304       1ft       1,578      107  14>89&  434          » 

Total  under  Mas- 

sena OMftO    19,907    8,179  9,154      17,46ft    1,080  115390  14,190       7.988 

0th  corps,  Oroaet 

ComteD'Erion..     19,144      9.498         94      „         3,147       »  99,31ft  9^496           „ 

General  ToUL 110^496    91,943    8,198  9,154    90^619   1,050  199,904  16,616       7,988 

Army  of  Portugal,  2Tth  September,  1810.    The  Otii  corps  to  the  15th 
October. 

The  reserve  of  cavalry,  and  the  artillery  of  siege  to  the  Ist  September 

only. 

Underarms.       Detached.  Hospital. Bibctive.      Hones. 

Men,    Hones.  Men.  Horses.  Men.  Men.  Cavaliy.  Drai^t. 

Btatma^or 109        9io       „          „             4  106  910          ,, 

9d  corps 16.575      9.991    9.397       997       9,914  91.196  1.979        1^98 

6th  do 99.994      9.478     1.709       6OD        5.418  30.950  1,790        1.949 

9th  do 18.807      9.058       663        140       4,856  94.136  9^097         1|071 

Reserve  of  cavalry 4,146      4.999    l,138       9S1           157  5,441  4,007           946 

Artilleries  of  siege 9,029      3,1U       906       150          400  3,697  146       3,198 

Batul  Ion  of  march  which  ) 

qttUted  Bayonne   the  >     »,.        ,.         474         16          .,  474  16           m 

99or  October ) 

Total  65.966    16.019    8,566    9,099      19.858  95,410  10,017       7,190 

Otb  corps 19.089      9,079       419        .,          9,ftI6  98,991  1,755           317 

Division  Serras 9,»86      l,oi5      960       35       1,750  10^605  1,090          ,, 

OrandTotal 09.814    10>100    7,968    9,088      18,194  110.006  13.799       7i4«8 
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Army  of  Portugal— lit  Jairaary,  1811. 

Head-qoarters,  Torres  No^ai. 

Second  corps,  Head-quarters,  Saatarem. 

Under  Arms.        Deurhed.     Hoipital.  BfllKtlTC.        Honei. 
Men.   Hones.    Men.    Hones.     Men.     Men.       Cavalry.  Draught. 
Merle«8  dlvtulon,  0  /  •" 

battallona.. 4,SS8        „  l&O       „  1,549       6,067  ,.  .. 

Heodelet**   do.    ift 

,  *> : •....;•      *»'*•        »»  ^*»       »»  9,9%6       9,Slb  „  „ 

Lc  eavalnr,   Boult, 

IB  tquadions. 1,146  993        5«9         bS7  S31        1,900  1,530       „ 

Artillery  and  engi- 

neen  i,9a4       i.iai        bi  9  89       M<5  llg       ifiM 

Total 19^510         9,114     1,176         646        4,ftlft       19,907  l>649        1,018 

Sixth  corps,  Thomar. 

Marchand,  ll  l»at. 

talions  4,967  98        S99        „  1,191        6,637  98        „ 

Mermet'tlido 6,9m        „  743       „  1,077       8,104  „  „ 

Lpiaon,  19 do. ......      4,&89         „  1,087        „  5,«9I        8,917  ,.  ,» 

light  caTalry,  La- 
moue,  7  aqua- 
drons 6»9  651        661         663  117        1,439  1,314        » 

Artilleiy  and  engi- 
neers, 98  conp*- 
nles 1,769         1,379         4?  78  165        1,981 59        1,998 

Total 18,949         9.051     3,019         741        5,771      97.071  1,394        1,998 

Eighth  corps,  Pernes. 

Claosel,    1 1    balta- 

Uons 4,007  18        484        „           9,960       8,697               IS        „ 

Solignac.  14  do 4,997  »          1,953        „           3,937      10,346           „             „ 

8t.Cntx*s  dragoons, 

J9  squadrons 981  1,0M       698         608           938        1,917           1.799       „ 

Artillery  and  engi. 

neen  1,106  850          94             4           399        1,599              151           719 

On  leaf e. ••••...  tt •• m i,           tt              ^06 ^ >, 

Total 11,091         1,901     3,150         709        7)856      98^618  1,801  719 

•    MoBtbruD,  Ourem* 

Beserve  of  caTalry 
M  squadrons  with 
artillery  9,7«        9,871     1,486      1,466  178       4,533  4,337 

Aftilleiy,  engineers, 
and  eqaipage  or 
tlieanny 1,546         614        m  »  083       9,090  614 

Ninth  corps,  Leiria. 

Claparcde,  15  bat- 
talions,   Almeida     7,863  ii        369        „  489       8,7H  „ 

Conroax,  19  bat- 
talions, Leiria.  ..      7,599  97        447         „  1,299        9,338  97 

Poumier's  cavalry, 
7  squadrons  at 
Toro 1,698        1,591  60  67  114        1,879  1,658 

Artilleiy  and  engi- 
neen.  Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 670  464         „  79  749         „         '        464 

Total 17,893        9,003         876         130        0,697      I9,0M  0,149 


Sote. — Salamanca  constituted  a  goTernment  containing  the  towns  of 
Alba  de  Tormes,  Penaranda,  and  Salamanca,  in  which  were  deposited 
the  sick  men,  stragglers,  eqnipages,  and  dep6tB,  of  the  army  of  Portugal. 
Tha  total  amounting  to  2,854  men  and  1,108  hoxsei. 
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Pretent  mider  i 

Men.  Ho 
OeMnd  Total  ef  the  amy  of  Portugal   in   tha 

poaitiott  of  Santanm 40,171  9JUI 

Ninthcorpa 17,8S3  VM 

6S,WM  llfiU 

Daduot  troopa  of  tha  ninth  corpa  not  in  Portngal .  •    10^1  2,06S 

Raal  nombar  under  Maawna 6S,70S  Hjsn 


Amy  af  Portngal— Ut  April,  1811. 

Undtranu.  Dctecbed.       RomltaL  BAediTC. 

Men.  Honct.     Men.     Honct.     Men.       Men. 
•theoTM^  J«aot I9t448      „  Mtt        .»  M19      «biia 

idclfM  


aibdcllftrmont. i9,gM  ,•          l.t74        „  i>47«       l«,OM      » 

ad  corps,  Reynltr 10|S97  u          l|SM        „  4,3ii       16»M»      » 

'  Dn^pwn,  n  tqMad- 

J  ,  .tons 4,175  4,401          „             „  „              4,173     4,4ai 

Mom- 7  Light    CBTalfT,    14 

^         ^      ■qiMdrea*..^....^...    S,M«  9,006         n            •»  M         9,aS6     9y«00 

190            7«         „            M  »  100          II 

Under  armi.  Detached.  BoepltaL  Bflkctivc. 

Men.  HorMe.  Men.  Horeet.     Men.       Men.     BeiMf. 
'Feotar-  r  Almeida  li\ 


i 


1  wroadron  of  gene- 


/Feotar-  r Almeida li\  ^m 
ArUI.  i  tlllery.\  Rodrlgo./  *^ 
lenr      1  HorM  artillery 410 


leiy      1  HorM  artillery 410     4«5  „  „  «  4fl0  4» 

ud     <  Artillery  of  the  train....  8,101  0,970  „  „  097  0,4a  ^970 

Bngi-   i  Workmen o:»0       „  ,,  „  05  0B>  » 

necfk  f  Bn|rloeen 1,440      00  „  „  140  1,00  „ 

V  Military  equipage 500     0B7  „  ,,  00  000  007 

Total  aftilleriet,  engineers  fcc...  s,000  9,993         „  „  679         e,MO     0,700 

Total  of  infkntiy 97.000       h       9,716        „       11,613        68,500  „ 

Total  of  cavaliy 7,000  0,980        „  „  49         7,0il     0,300 

General  Toul 51,09711,717      9,7i6       ,,       to,ftOO       60;05i    11,140 

Noli. — In  the  iniparial  volla  there  waa  no  atata  of  tha  army  of  Portugal 
for  May.  Two  diTuiona  of  the  ninth  oorpa,  diieeted  to  be  added  to  the 
army  of  Portugal,  are  included  in  the  otate  for  April,  and  the  prinee  of 
Ealing  waa  empowered  to  diatribute  the  oaralry  aa  he  plaaaad,  proTided 
the  brigade  of  general  Foamier,  from  the  ninth  oorpo.  waa  kept  in  tha 
reoerre.  The  detached  men  were  in  the  goTemment  of  Salamanca.  On 
the  Ist  of  June,  however,  the  army  of  Portugal  ia  returned  aa  preaent 
under  arms  44,M8  meo,  7,2SS  horses,  and  4,620  men  detached.  Heooo, 
I  have  estimated  the  number  of  fighting  men  and  otBcers,  including  Uie 
imperial  guards,  at  Fuentes  Onoro  at  45,000,  a  number,  perliapa,  too 
great,  when  the  artificers,  engineers,  &c.  are  deducted. 


SECTION    3. — ARMY   OF    THE    SOUTH — SOULT,     DUKE    OF 
DALMATIA,    COMMAKDIKO. 

Under  armt.  Detached.    Hospital.  BfectiTe.       Hones. 

Men.   Horses.    Hen.  Horses.   Men.       Men.     Cavalry.  Dfanght. 
istofJanoaiy &5,eoo    10,000     5,744    i,ogo      6,4 lo      07,7*0      io,oeo       9,019 

15th  of  May.. 75,139    19,194      3,013     1,396      11,400       00^400        1^156         0,301 

redact  the  troops  S 

?n  maShftlSjJ"'*'^      »'«»»  m         ..  -         13,310         1.000  300 

the  north j  ____^^^^^^_^^^_^_^___^__^^^^_____^^_^__ 

Real  loul  of  the  ar- 
myof  the  Suttth..  63,016     ll,50ft      3,915     1,336      11,440        77,130        10^096         1,905 
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SECTION   4. 

FiAh  Corps,  15th  January. 

Under  armt.  DtCMhed« 

Mes.  Hon«t.  Men.  Hones. 

18,766  6,158  8,085  640 

16  December,  1810,  le  Due  de  Dalmatie  va  faive  le  sidge  de  Badijos, 
aTee  tout  le  5»«  corps  d'armte,  8  regimens  de  caralerie,  formant  2,600 
ehevaox  pris  dans  les  len  et  S^e  corps  d'arm^e  sous  les  ordres  de  g6o6ial 
lAtour  Maubourg,  000  hommes  du  68»c  regiment  de  Ugne ,  9  oompagnies 
d'artillerie  l^g^e,  4  compagnies  de  sappenrs,  1  compagnie  de  mlneurs, 
et  trois  escadrops  de  oaTalerie  Espagaol. 


SECTION    5. 

First  Corps  before  Cadiz. 

Under  annt.  Detached.     Hoeoital.  Btfactite.        Hones. 

Men.     Hones.  Men.  Horses.    Men.      Men.    Catalry.   Train, 

tsth  Febniaiy,  1811 ..  flo,ft79       l,m6  1,851       tti       i,9m       0,457       l,40&       l/m 
Rrittforcementon  the 
march  from  the  Go- 

▼ernmenu 5,a09         77»  »t          $»           749        ft,0»         ?»          49 

Total S»,781        8,661  1,391        081        1,997       «M09       8,907        I^S 

4th  corps,  mh  Feb...  16^708       4,00?  741       907        If689       19,149       9,619         798 
H«inforoement  on  the 

march  from  the  Oo- 

▼cmments 6/)80       I,4ft7  „         „          878        6,890       1,497          $, 

Total 9B,7«9        9,464  74!        997       9,577       96/189        5,009          70S 


N9U*^A  rtinforeement  of  more  than  one  thousand  men  Hkewise 
joiAod  the  fifth  corps  while  in  front  of  Badi^os. 


SECTION  6. — ARMY    OF    THE    NORTH — BESSIRRE8,    DUKE    OF 
XSTRIAy    COMMANDING. 

U  ate  arms.  Detached.  MospltaL  Effective.  Horses. 

Men.     Horses.    Men.         Hen.        Men.      Gataliy.   Tkain. 
UtF^braaiy,  1811 »8,9I»        8,874        1,99S  6,869  67,767       7,979        l/>79 

Ifttb  April,  1811  ..M...*    M,t48       6^990       9^991  ft|9M  60^719       6,065  879 
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SBCTXOir  8.— STATE  OF  THE  BRITISH  AND  GERMAN  TROOPS 
ON  THE  COA,  25th  APRIL,  1811,  EXTRACTED  FROM 
THE   ADJUTANT-OENERAL's  RETURNS. 

Under  amu.  Sick.  Detached. 

Men.  Men.  Men. 

Cayalry  4  regiments   1,625  274  642 

Infantry  41  battalions    20,700  8,880  SJU 

ArtilleiT  1,S7B  144  1,166 

Total  of  aU  arms 2S,60S  0,298  MU 

Gou.  •  •  .24  British,  18  Portuguese Total      42 

N&U, — ^There  are  no  separate  returns  of  the  army  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Fnentes  Onoro.  Hence,  the  above  is  only  an  approximation  to  the 
numbers  of  British  and  German  troops ;  but  if  the  Portnguese  and  thef 
Partida  of  Julian  Saaches  be  added,  the  whole  number  in  line  wttl  be 
about  thirCy-fiTe  thousand  men  of  all  i 


Np.  II. 

EXTRACTS   OF   LETTERS    FROM  LORD  WELLINGTON 
TO    LORD  LIVERPOOL. 

SECTION    1. 

"  November,  30,  1809. 

**  I  enclose  copies  and  extracts  of  a  correspondence  which  I 
hare  had  with  Mr.  Frere  on  the  subject  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
British  anny  with  the  corps  of  the  duke  of  Aibnrquerque  and  the 
doke  Del  Parqne  in  this  plan  of  diversion. 

''  Adrerting  to  the  opinion  which  I  hare  given  to  his  majesty's 
ministers  and  the  ambassador  at  Seville,  it  will  not  be  sapposed 
that  I  could  have  encouraged  the  advance  of  general  Areizaga,  or 
could  have  held  out  the  prospect  of  any  cO'Kiperation  by  the  Bri* 
tish  army. 

*'  The  first  official  information  which  I  had  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  movement  of  general  Areizaga  was  on  the  18th,  the 
day  before  his  defeat,  and  I  gave  the  answer  on  the  19th  regarding 
the  plan  of  which  I  now  enclose  a  copy. 

**  I  was  at  Seville,  however,  when  the  general  commenced  his 
march  from  the  Sierra  Morena,  and  in  more  than  one  conversation 
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with  the  Spanish  ministen  and  mamben  of  tha  Junta,  I  ooai- 
■nmkated  to  then  my  coonction  that  ganeral  Araiiaga  woobi  ba 
Maatad.  Tha  axpactatian,  howavw,  of  mocaaa  from  tfab  kiga 
anny,  atatad  to  oonaiat  of  fifty  thouaand  man,  waa  so  ganeral  and 
ao  aangoina  that  tha  poaaibility  of  disappointment  was  not  even 
oontamplatad,  and  accordingly  your  lordship  will  find  that,  on 
tha  lOth  only,  tha  govemmant  bagan  to  think  it  nacasaary  to 
andaaroor  to  make  a  diversion  in  favour  of  general  Areisaga,  and 
it  is  probable  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  make  thia  diversion 
only  in  consequence  of  the  hH  of  the  general's  own  hopes,  aftsr 
his  first  trial  with  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  10th  inataaC"— 
'M  am  anxious  to  cross  the  Tagus  with  tfia  British  army  and  to 
atation  it  on  the  frontiers  of  Old  Castile,  from  thinking  that  the 
paint  in  which  I  can  be  of  moat  uaein  preventing  tiia  enemy  fiom 
aflecting  any  important  direct,  and  which  best  anawers  for  my 
future  operations  in  the  defrnce  of  Portugal.  With  thia  view,  I 
have  requested  Mr.  Frere  to  urge  the  government  to  reinforce  the 
duke  D'Alburquerque's  corpa,  in  order  to  secure  the  paasaga  of  the 
•  lower  part  of  Uie  T^fus.  And,  although  the  state  of  the  season 
would  render  it  desirable  that  I  should  make  the  movement  at  an 
early  period,  I  do  not  propose  to  make  it  till  I  shall  see  moat  clearly 
die  consequences  of  that  defeat,  and  some  prospect  that  the  dty  of 
Seville  will  be  secure  aiker  I  shall  move." 


SECTION   2. 

*'  December  7,  1809. 
I  had  urged  the  Spaniah  government  to  angment  tho 


army  of  the  Duke  D'Alburquerque  to  twenty  thousand  men,  in 
order  that  it  might  occupy,  in  a  sufficient  manner,  the  paasaga  of 
the  Tagus  at  Almaras  and  the  passes  through  the  mountains  lead- 
ing from  Arzobispo  to  Tnixillo,  in  which  poaition  they  would  ban 
covered  effBCtually  the  province  of  Estremadura,  during  the  winter 
at  least,  and  would  have  afforded  time  and  leisurs  for  preparations 
for  Atfther  opposition  to  the  enemy,  and  I  delayed  the  movement, 
which  I  have  long  bean  desirous  of  making,  to  the  northward  of 
tha  Tagus,  till  the  reinforcements  could  be  sent  to  the  dnka 
D'Alburquerque  which  I  had  lately  recommended  should  be  drawn 
from  the  army  of  the  duke  Del  Parqne.  During  the  disoossians 
upon  the  subject,  the  government  have  given  orders  to  the  duke 
D'Alburquerque  to  retire  with  his  corps  behind  the  Guadiana,  to  a 
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positi(m  which  he  cannot  maintauiy  thai  leaving  open  the  road 
into  Estremadnra^  and  incurring  the  risk  of  the  loss  of  that  pro- 
yfince  whenever  the  enemy  chooBe  to  take  poBaession  of  it." 


SECTION    3. 

<'  January  31,  1810. 
**  '  ■  There  la  no  doubt  that,  if  the  enemy's  reinforee- 
menta  have  not  yet  entered  Spain,  and  are  not  considerably  ad- 
vanced within  the  Spanish  frontiers,  the  operation  which  they 
hnve  undertaken  is  one  of  some  risk,  and  I  have  maturely  con* 
■idered  of  the  means  of  making  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  allies, 
which  might  oblige  the  enemy  to  reduce  bis  force  in  Andalusia, 
and  would  expose  him  to  risk  and  loss  in  this  quarter.  But  the 
ciieumatances,  which  are  detailed  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Frere,  have  obliged  me  to  refrain  from  attempUng  this 
operation  at  present.  I  have  not,  however,  given  up  all  thoughts 
of  it,  and  I  propose  to  carry  it  into  execution  hereaflter,  if  cir- 
cnmstances  will  permit." 


SECTION    4. 

"  January  12,  1811. 
"  My  former  despatch  will  have  informed  your  lordship  that  ( 
was  apprehensive  that  the  Spanish  troops  in  Estremadura  would 
not  make  any  serious  opposition  to  the  progress  which  it  was  my 
opinion  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  make  in  that  province ;  but 
as  they  had  been  directed  to  destroy  the  bridges  on  the  Guadiana, 
at  Merida  and  Medellin,  and  preparations  had  been  ordered  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  defend  the  passage  of  the  Guadiana  as  long 
as  was  practicable,  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  enemy  would  have 
been  delayed  at  least  for  some  days  before  he  should  be  allowed  to 
pass  that  river.  But  I  have  been  disappointed  in  that  expectation, 
and  the  town  and  bridge  of  Merida  appear  to  have  been  given  up 
to  an  advanced  guard  of  cavalry." 


SECTION   5. 

**  January  19,  1811. 
**  At  the  moment  when  the  enemy  entered  Estremadura  from 
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S«viUe  geimil  BallMt«rot  recttved  tn  ordar  from  Ihe  R«g«iey« 
dafttd  Um  21tt  December  last,  directing^  him  to  praoeed  with  the 
troops  under  his  commaDd  into  the  Condada  de  Niebka.  Tbd 
foice  in  Estromadttra  was  thus  diminiahed  by  one-half^  and  clie 
remainder  are  oooaidered  insufficient  to  attempt  the  relief  <^  Ihe 
troope  in  Olivenza." 

**  The  circumstances  which  I  have  above  related  will  show  yoor 
lordship  that  the  military  system  of  the  Spanish  nation  is  not 
much  improved,  and  that  it  is  not  very  easy  to  combine  or  regu- 
late operations  with  corps  so  ill  organised^  in  possession  of  so 
little  intelligence,  and  upon  whose  actions  so  little  reliance  can  be 
placed.  It  will  scarcely  be  credited  that  the  first  inteUigeBoe 
which  general  Mendisabal  received  of  the  assembly  of  the  enemy's 
troops  at  Seville  was  from  hence ;  and  if  any  combination  waa 
then  made,  either  for  retreat  or  defence,  it  was  rendered  useless, 
or  destroyed  by  the  orders  from  the  Regency,  to  detach  genend 
Ballasteros  into  the  Condado  de  Niebla,  which  were  dated  the  2Isi 
of  December,  the  very  day  on  which  Soull  broke  up  from  CadLiy 
with  a  detachment  of  infantry,  and  marched  to  Seville.** 


SECTIOK  6. 

'*  February  %  1811. 
*'  The  various  events  of  the  war  will  have  shown  your  lordship 
that  no  calcidation  can  be  made  on  the  result  of  any  operation  in 
which  the  Spanish  troops  are  engaged.  But  if  the  same  number 
of  troops  of  any  other  nation  (ten  thousand)  were  to  be  employed 
on  this  operation,  (the  opening  the  communication  with  Badajos,) 
I  should  have  no  doubt  of  their  success,  or  of  their  ability  to 
prevent  the  French  from  attacking  Badajos  with  the  forces  which 
they  have  now  employed  on  this  service." 


SECTION   7. 

"  Fehruary  9,  1811. 
**  General  Mendisabal  has  not  adhered  to  the  plan  which  was 
ordered  by  the  late  marquess  De  la  Romana,  which  provided  ibr 
the  security  of  the  communication  with  Elvas  before  the  troops 
should  be  thrown  to  the  left  of  the  Guadiana.  I  don't  believe 
that  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  on  either  side  of  the  Ouadiana, 
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IB  aecnraiely  known,  Imt  if  they  should  be  in  strength  on  the 
Tight  of  that  riTer,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  whole  of  the 
troops  will  be  shut  up  in  Badajos,  and  1  ha?e  reason  to  believe 
that  this  place  is  entirely  unprovided  with  provisioDS,  notwith* 
standing  that  the  siege  of  it  has  been  expected  for  the  last  year." 


BECTIOK    8. 

**  February  23,  1811. 
"  Although  experience  has  taught  me  to  place  no  reliance  upon 
the  effect  of  the  exertions  of  the  Spanish  troops,  notwithstanding 
the  frequent  instances  of  their  bravery,  I  acknowledge  that  this 
recent  disaster  has  disappointed  and  grieved  me  much.  The  loss 
of  this  army  and  its  probable  consequences,  the  fall  of  Badajos, 
have  materially  altered  the  situation  of  the  allies  in  this  part  of 
the  Peninsula,  and  it  will  not  be  an  easy  task  to  place  them  in 
the  situation  in  which  they  were,  much  less  in  that  in  which  they 
would  have  been,  if  the  misfortune  had  not  occurred.  I  am  con- 
cerned to  add  to  this  melancholy  history,  that  the  Portuguese 
brigade  of  cavalry  did  not  behave  much  better  than  the  other 
troops.  Brigadier-general  Madden  did  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  induce  them  to  charge,  but  in  vain."  "  The  operations  of  the 
Guerillas  continue  throughout  the  interior ;  and  I  have  proofs  that 
the  political  hostility  of  the  people  of  Spain  towards  the  enemy  is 
increasing  rather  than  diminishing.  But  I  have  not  yet  heard  of 
any  measure  being  adopted  to  supply  the  regular  funds  to  pay  and 
support  an  army,  or  to  raise  one." 


SECTION   9. 

"MarcA  21,  1811. 
<*  It  (Campo  Mayor)  had  been  given  over  to  the  charge  of  the 
marquis  of  Romana,  at  his  request,  last  year.  But,  lately,  the 
Spanish  garrison  had  been  first  weakened  and  then  withdrawn,  in 
a  manner  not  very  satisfactory  to  me,  nor  consistent  with  the 
honourable  engagements  to  defend  the  place  into  which  the 
marquis  entered  when  it  was  delivered  over  to  his  charge.  I  am 
informed,  however,  that  marshal  Bessieres  has  collected  at  Zamora 
about  seven  thousand  men,  composed  principally  of  the  imperial 
goardy  and  of  troops  taken  from  all  the  garrisons  in  Castile.     He 
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thw  Uurettons  an  attack  upon  Oallicia»  in  which  provinoe  then 
are,  I  tindentandy  aixteen  th<Mi8and  men  under  general  Mahi; 
hot,  from  all  I  hear,  I  am  apprehensive  that  that  general  wiD 
make  no  deienoe,  and  that  Gallicia  will  M  mto  the  hands  of  tbi 
enemy." 


SECTION    10. 

<•  May  7,  1811. 

*'  Year  lordship  will  have  observed,  in  my  recent  reports  of 
the  state  of  the  Portuguese  force,  that  their  nombera  are  mndi 
reduced,  and  I  don't  know  what  measure  to  recommend  which 
wiU  have  the  effect  of  restoring  them.  All  measures  recommended 
to  the  existing  government  in  Portugal  are  either  rejected,  or  are 
neglected,  or  are  so  executed  as  to  be  of  no  use  whatever ;  and 
the  countenance  which  the  prince  regent  of  Portugal  has  given  to 
the  governors  of  the  kingdom,  who  have  uniformly  manifested  this 
spirit  of  opposition  to  every  thing  proposed  for  the  increase  of  the 
resources  of  the  government  and  the  amelioration  of  their  military 
system,  must  tend  to  aggpravate  these  evils.  The  radical  defect, 
both  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  is  want  of  money  to  carry  on  the 
ordinary  operations  of  the  government,  much  more  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  such  a  war  as  that  in  which  we  are  engaged/' 

'*  I  have  not  received  the  consent  of  Castafios  and  Blake  to 
the  plan  of  co«operation  which  I  proposed  for  the  siege  of  Badajos ; 
and  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  to  marshal  Beresford  to  desire 
him  to  delay  the  siege  tUl  they  will  positively  promise  to  act  as 
therein  specified,  or  till  I  can  go  to  him  with  a  reinforcement  from 
hence." 

**  Depend  upon  it  that  Portugal  should  be  the  foundation  of  all 
your  operations  in  the  Peninsula,  of  whatever  nature  they  maybe, 
upon  which  point  I  have  never  altered  my  opinion.  If  they  are 
to  be  oflPensive,  and  Spain  is  to  be  the  theatre  of  them,  your  com- 
mander must  be  in  a  situation  to  be  entirely  independent  of  all 
Spanish  authorities ;  by  which  means  alone  he  wiU  be  enabled  to 
draw  some  resources  from  the  country  and  some  assistance  from 
the  Spanish  armies/' 
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SECTION    11. 


Extract  of  a   Utter  from   Mr.  Stuart  to  lord  WelUiUy, 
relative  to  Disputes  with  the  Patriarch  and  Souza. 

'«  Sept.  8,  1810. 
**  I  eonld  have  borne  all  this  with  patience,  if  not  accom- 
panied by  a  direct  proposal  that  the  fleet  and  transports  should 
quit  the  Tagus,  that  the  Regency  shoold  send  an  order  to  marshal 
Beiesford  to  dismiss  his  qoarter-master-general  and  military  se- 
eretary^  followed  by  a  reflection  on  the  persons  composing  the 
&mi]y  of  that  oflBcer,  and  by  hints  to  the  same  purpose  respecting 
the  Portugnese  who  are  attached  to  lord  Wellington." 


SECTION    12. 

Letter  from  sir  J,  Moore  to  major-general  M^Kenzie^  com- 
manding in  Portugal, 

Salamanca^  29th  NiMmber,  1808. 

8IE, 

The  armies  of  Spain,  commanded  by  generals  Castafios  and 
Blake,  the  one  in  Biscay  and  the  other  in  Arragon,  have  b^en 
beaten  and  dispersed.  This  renders  my  junction  with  sir  David 
Baird's  corps  impracticable,  but  if  it  were,  I  cannot  hope,  with 
the  British  alone,  to  withstand  the  formidable  force  which  France 
has  brought  against  this  country;  and  there  is  nothing  else  now 
in  Spain  to  make  head  against  it. 

I  have  ordered  sir  David  Baird  to  fall  back  on  Corufia,  re- 
embark,  and  proceed  to  the  Tagus;  I  myself,  with  the  corps 
which  marched  from  Dsbon,  mean  to  retire  by  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
or  Almeida,  and,  by  taking  up  such  positions  as  offer,  endeavour 
to  defend,  for  a  time,  the  frontier  of  Portugal,  and  cover  Lisbon. 
But,  looking  forward  that  this  cannot  be  done  for  any  considerable 
time  against  superior  numbers,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 
give  you  this  notice,  that  you  may  embark  the  stores  of  the  army, 
keeping  on  shore  as  Htde  as  possible  that  may  impede  a  re* 
embarkation  of  the  whole  army  both  now  with  you  and  that  which 
I  am  bringing. 

We  shall  have  great  difficulties  on  the  frontier  for  subsistence; 
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colonel  Murray  wrote  on  this  subject  to  cdonel  Doukm  yestaidaj, 
that  tappliea  might  he  sent  for  ns  to  Ahrantes  and  Goimbra. 
Some  are  already  at  Oporto,  and  more  may  be  sent  I  have 
desired  sir  D.  Baird,  if  he  has  with  him  a  Tictiialler.  of  small 
draft  of  water,  to  send  her  there.  On  the  snbject  of  provisioDS  tbe 
commissaiy-general  will  write  more  in  detail,  and  I  hope  ycm  will 
use  your  influence  with  the  goremment  of  Portugal  to  secure  iti 
aid  and  assistance.  It  will  be  right  to  consider  with  the  Portuguese 
officers  and  engineers  what  points  may  be  immediately  strength* 
ened  and  are  most  deiensible,  and  .what  use  yoo  can  make  of  the 
troops  with  you  to  support  me  in  my  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  upon  this  subject.  1  cannot  yet 
determine  the  line  I  shall  take  up,  but  generally  it  will  be 
Almeidsi  Guarda,  Belmonte,  Baracal,  Celorico,  Viaen.  The 
Portuguese,  on  their  own  mountains,  can  be  of  much  use,  and  I 
should  hope,  at  any  rate,  that  they  will  defend  the  Tras  os  Hontes. 
Mr.  Kennedy  will  probably  write  to  Mr.  Erskine,  who  now  had 
better  remain  at  Lisbon ;  but,  if  he  does  not  write  to  him,  this, 
together  with  colonel  Murray's  letter  to  colonel  Donkin,  will  be 
sufficient  for  you  and  Mr,  Elrskine  to  take  means  for  seeming  to 
us  not  only  a  supply  of  biscuit  and  salt  proyisions,  but  the  supplies 
of  the  country  for  ourselves  and  hones,  &c.  In  order  to  alaim 
as  little  as  possible,  it  may  be  said  that  more  troops  are  expected 
from  England,  to  join  us  through  Portugal:  this  will  do  at  first, 
hut  gradually  the  truth  will,  of  course,  be  known.  I  am  in 
great  want  of  money,  and  nothing  else  will  secure  the  aid  of  tbe 
country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

J.  Moors. 
P.S.  Elvas  should  be  provisioned. 
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No.  IIL 

EXTRACTS    FROM    THE    CORRESPONDENCE    OF 
VARIOUS    PERSONS    RELATIVE    TO    CADIZ. 

SECTION    1. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  C.  S.  Vaughan^  Secretary  of 
Legation  at  Cadiz,  to  Mr.  C.  Stuart. 

**  March  6,  1810. 

''  I  received  your  letter  of  22d  February.  It  was  indeed  time 
that  a  little  common  sense  should  he  substituted  in  that  country 
(Portugal)  for  that  supreme  humbug  with  which  the  Portuguese 
have  hitherto  been  treated."* 

**  When  the  French  passed  the  Moreruiy  20th  January ,  the 
Supreme  Junta  gave  orders  for  the  Provincial  Juntas  to  provide  for 
the  defence  of  the  provinces,  and  permitted  the  demolition  of 
the  forts  commanding  the  bay  of  Cadiz  ;  at  the  same  time  the 
Junta  stole  away  from  Seville  for  Isla  de  Leon.  Romana  and 
Bartholomew  Frere  remained  till  24th  January,  Seville  being  in 
commotion,  demanding  that  the  Supreme  Junta  should  be  abo- 
lished. Montijo  and  Palafox  released  from  prison,  and  the  former 
sent  an  order  to  Romana  to  appear  before  the  revolutionary  junta. 
He  was  desired  to  take  the  command  of  Seville ;  according  to 
B.  Frere's  account  a  most  perilous  post,  as  the  people  had  no 
arms.  Why  was  this  fact  not  known  after  the  defeat  of  Ocafia? 
And  why  also  were  the  immense  stores  of  cannon,  ammunition, 
&c.  &c.,  accumulated  at  Seville,  not  moved  to  Cadiz?  Romana, 
to  avoid  the  defence  of  Seville,  got  appointed  to  bring  down  Del 
Parque's  army  to  the  defence  of  the  city,  and  the  people  ap- 
pointed a  military  junta,  namely,  Castafios,  Montijo,  Palafox, 
and  Romana. 

"  Frere  set  off  for  Cadiz,  and  at  Xeres  found  the  president, 
vice-president^  and  Cornel,  imprisoned  by  order  of  the  people 
of  Seville.  January  26th,  the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Junta  of 
Seville  was  disavowed  at  Cadiz,  and  a  junta  of  defence  elected, 
and  on  the  30th  the  Supreme  Junta  assembled  to  nominate  a 

*  Tbia  refers  to  Mr.  Canning's  tyttem  of  diplomacy. 
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regency^  namely,  Castafioe,  Escano,  Savaaedray  bishop  of  Oranae, 
and  Lardixabal,  a  deputy  to  the  Cortes  recently  arrived  horn 
Mexico,  dd,  Cadix  saved  from  being  surprised  by  the  French 
by  the  arrival  of  Alburquerque.  4th.  The  French  appeared  at 
the  bridge  of  Zuazo.'*— "  I  never  felt  so  little  hope  of  Spanish 
independence  as  at  thia  moment.  It  is  not  the  rapid  advance  of 
the  French  into  Andalusia  that  makes  me  despair,  but  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  received  by  the  people,  Seville.  Cor- 
doba, Jaen,  Grenada,  and  Malaga  surrendered  to  them  withont 
firing  a  shot»  by  the  inhabitants,  Joseph  Buonaparte  atodionsly 
endeavouring  to  profit  from  this  dispirited  state  of  the  people  to 
conciliate  them.  Three  thousand  Spaniards,  well  paid,  well 
clothed,  and  well  M,  at  this  moment  doing  duty  at  Seville 
in  hii  ierviee ;  while  upon  this  last  spot  of  ground  that  remains, 
a  government  has  been  established  professing  indeed  to  act  upon 
very  diflbrent  principles  to  the  last,  but  without  having  yet 
accomplished  one  single  act  that  can  tend  to  procure  them  the 
confidence  of  the  people ;  protected  by  a  Spanish  force,  wretch- 
edly clothed,  their  pay  in  arrear  to  an  immense  amount,  and  by 
no  means  well  fed.  We  now  hear  of  disciplining  an  army,  but 
very  little  has  been  done  towards  it  since  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
in  the  Sota.  Depend  upon  it  Cadiz  muit  be  defended  by  the 
Engliih." 


SECTXOV   2. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Vaughan  to  Mr.  C.  Stuart. 

"  Cadix,  March  28,  1810. 
'^  The  quarrel  between  the  duke  of  Alburquerque  and  the  Junta 
has  ended.  The  duke  ia  going  to  England  on  a  special  missbny 
and  Whittingham  proposes  to  go  with  him.  Depend  upon  it  they 
will  do  their  best  to  get  out  to  South  America.  But  the  duke  is 
so  weak  a  man,  so  hasty,  and  so  much  the  dupe  of  others,  that 
I  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  give  him  any  assistance  in  such 
views.*' 
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SECTION    3. 

Mr.  C.  B.  VaugJian  to  Mr.  C.  Stuart. 
''The  pontoon  ran  upon  the  French  coast  with  34  staff- 
officers,  337  officers,  and  348  soldiers,  French  prisoners  of  war. 
The  boats  were  under  the  beastly  necessity  of  firing  into  her^ 
while  the  poor  devils  were  attempting  to  escape,  and  at  last  she 
was  set  fire  to  before  all  the  prisoners  had  been  able  to  get  ashore. 
To  me  this  is  a  most  disgusting  event  in  war;  there  were  also 
eleven  officers*  wives  on  board!'' 

General  Oraham  to  Mr.  Stuart. 

''  May  18,  1810. 
**  Yon  will  hear  of  the  escape  of  a  great  number  of  French 
officers  by  the  pontoon.  They  were  confined  in  gmng  adrift  in  a 
gale  the  other  night." — **  The  Spaniards  are  very  angry,  and 
regret  that  this  hulk  wai  not  $et  onjire  be/ore  the  prisoners  got 
an  share.  I  am  afraid  our  gun-boats  fired  into  her,  bat  I  was 
glad  to  hear  that  our  officer  of  artillery  at  Puntalee,  who  had  the 
care  of  the  upper  batteries,  (where  the  only  two  guns  of  the  fort 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  hulk  were,)  refused  to  fire 
on  the  poor  devils,  many  of  them  most  unjustly  confined  since 
the  battle  of  BayUn  !** 

Mr.  Vaughan  to  Mr.  Stuart. 

"/ttnc2,  1810. 
*'  Another  pontoon  went  on  shore  a  few  days  ago,  on  the 
French  side  of  the  bay.  It  was  the  hospital-ship,  and  so  severe 
a  fire  was  kept  up  on  it  by  our  boats  that  few  of  the  prisoners 
escaped,  and  many  were  burnt  to  death  when  the  hulk  took  fire. 
I  like  not  such  scenes,  bnt  we  always  continue  to  get  the  greatest 
possible  share  of  odium  for  the  least  possible  good !" 

SECTION  4. 

Extract  from  the  Correspondence  of  an  Officer  of  Engineers 
employed  at  Cadiz. 

"  May  7,  1810. 
'*  We  have  at  last  broke  ground  fi>r  some  works,  but  I  am 
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alouMt  at  a  loat  to  explain  to  you  tbe  causa  of  our  delay.  Tbe 
troth  ia,  we  left  England  so  ill  provided  with  tools  and  other 
requisites  ibr  beginning  works  that  till  lately  it  has  been  posiliveiy 
impossible  to  oommencey  even  on  a  small  scale,  from  our  own 
resources  and  number  of  men.  These  facts,  with  the  hackwaid- 
ncss  of  the  Spaniards  to  contribute  either  stores  or  workmen  to 
the  general  cause^  has  kept  us  so  long  inactive.  We  have 
now  one  thoosand  three  hundred  men  at  work,  and  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  has  sopplied  ua  with  more  tools/' 


eaCTioM  5. 

**  liia,  June  I,  1810. 
"  We  might  defy  the  power  of  France  to  expel  us  hy  ibroe 
from  hence  if  all  were  done  that  might  be  done,  or  even  what  is 
pr^ected,  but  we  have  ody  British  troops  at  work  on  this  im- 
portant position,  and  omr  numbers  will  not  permit  the  pnyieos 
which  the  exigency  of  afiars  requires."—**  We  have  in  our 
respected  geoeial  (Graham)  a  confidpnoe  which  is  daily  on  the 
increase.  He  has  a  mind*and  temper  well  adapted  to  encounter 
difficulties  which  less  favoured  dispositions  could  not  bear.  We 
may  possiUy  maimisn  our  ground.  If  we  do,  although  oar 
success  may  have  none  of  the  brilliancy  of  victory,  yet  his  merits, 
who,  by  patience,  prudence,  and  self-possession,  shall  have  kept 
all  quiet  within  our  lines,  preserved  tolerable  harmony,  and  kept 
an  enterprising  enemy  o£F  with  very  inadequate  means,  should 
be  rewarded  by  his  country's  good  opinion,  although  none  but 
those  who  have  witnessed  can  fully  estimate  the  value  of  his 
exertions.  On  the  whole,  our  situation  may  be  said  to  insjars 
hope,  though  not  security:  to  animate  resistance,  though  not  to 
promise  victory." 


SECTION   6. 

"  June  29, 1810. 
'^  I  have  been  attending  a  committee  of  Spanish  engineers  and 
artillery-officers,  to  settle  some  determinate  plan  far  taking  up  ths 
ground  near  the  town  of  La  Ua;  but  they  will  enter  into  no 
viewy  which  include  the  destruction  of  a  house  or  garden.  They 
continue  to  propose  nothing  but  advanced  batteties  upon  the  i 
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in  front  of  the  town,  the  evident  object  of  which  is  to  keep  the 
sfaellB  of  the  enemy  rather  farther  from  the  houses.  At  a  general 
attack,  all  this  would  be  lost  and  carried,  by  small  parties  coming 
in  on  the  flanks  and  gorges.  Instead  of  deepening  the  ditches 
and  constructing  good  redoubts  at  every  seven  hundred  yards,  this 
is  what  they  propose,  although  we  offer  to  perform  the  labour  for 
ibem.  On  a  barren  spot  they  will  agree  to  our  working;  but  of 
what  service  is  one  redoubt,  if  unsupported  by  a  collateral  defence, 
and  if  a  general  system  is  not  attended  to?  We  have  now  been 
here  three  months,  and  although  they  have  been  constantly  urged 
to  construct  something  at  that  weak  tongue  of  low  land,  St. 
Petri,  still  nothing  of  importance  is  begun  upon,  nor  do  I  imagine 
they  will  agree  to  any  work  of  strength  at  that  point.  I  am 
almost  in  despair  of  seeing  this  place  strongly  fortified,  so  as  to 
resist  an  army  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  thousand  men,  which 
I  am  convinced  it  is  capable  of." — **  We  have  now  one  thousand 
three  hundred  labourers  of  the  line  and  eighty  carpenters,  but, 
for  the  latter,  the  timber  we  are  supplied  with  from  our  ally  is 
so  bad  that  these  artificers  produce  not  more  than  one-fiftii  or  one- 
sixth  what  they  would  be  capable  of  if  the  materials  were  g^ood. 
To  judge  from  their  conduct  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  them 
determined  to  oppose  a  yigorous  resistance  even  in  La  Isia,  and  I 
have  no  idea  of  there  ever  being  a  siege  of  Cadis  itself." — **  Of 
ooT  seven  subalterns  of  engineers,  two  are  generally  ill ;  we  are 
obliged,  therefore,  to  get  assistance  from  the  line.  The  oonse- 
qnence  is  that  the  work  is  neither  so  well  nor  so  speedily  executed. 
We  ought  to  have  many  more  (engineers).  It  is  not  economy  in 
the  governments;  and  with  Lord  Wellington  they  have  hardly  any 
with  the  army. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  OFFICIAL  ABSTRACT  OF  MILI- 
TARY REPORTS  FROM  THE  BRITISH  COMMANDERS 
AT   CADIZ. 

SECTION    6. 

General  William  Stewart,  March  13,  1810. 
**  The  enemy's  force  was  tapposed  to  be  diminished,   but  no 
advantage  could  be  taken  of  it,  on  acoount  of  the  ineiEeient  state 
of  the  Spanish  troofis.** 

VOL.   III.  2   Q 
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General  Orakam,  March  26,  1810. 
"  The  isle  of  Leon  required  for  its  defence  a  lai^r  force  thaa 
bad  been  aMigned.      Its  tenure  waa,  in  the  then  state  of  the 
defences,  very  precarious/' 

May,  1810. 
**  General  Blake,  appointed  to  command  the  Spaniah  forces, 
introduced  some  degree  of  activity  and  oo-operaUon,  in  which  the 
Spaniards  had  been  very  deficient." 

October,  1810. 
"  The  progress  made  by  the  enemy  at  the  Trocadero  assumed 
a  very  formidable  character^  while  the  Spaniards  persisted  in  their 
apathy,  and  neglected  to  fortify  the  most  vulnerable  points  of 
their  line/* 

January  2,  181 L 

*' As  fi&r  as  the  exertions  of  the  British  engineers  and 

sokUers  under  my  command  have  been  concerned,  I  have  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied.  I  can  by  no  means  say  the  same  of  the 
Spaniards,  for,  besides  tiie  reluctance  with  which  some  of  the 
most  essential  measures  of  the  defence  were  agreed  to,  our  people 
were  not  permitted  to  carry  into  execution  the  plan  for  the  ia- 
tieachment  of  the  left  part  of  the  Cortadura  de  St,  Femado  uatii 
after  much  delay  and  very  unpleasant  contests." 


No.  IV. 

EXTRACTS    FROM     KING    JOSEPH's    CORRESPONDENCE. 
SECTION    1. 

The  duke  of  Santa  Fi  to  the  King,  Paris,  June  20,  1810. 

(TianslatioD  from  tbe  Spaaish.) 

"  Will  your  majesty  believe  thai;  some  politicians  of  Paris  have 
arrived  at  saying,  that  in  Spain  there  is  preparing  a  new  ren^u* 
tion,   very  dangerous  for  the  French;  and  they  assert  that  tbe 
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Spuiiards  attached  to  your  majesty  will  rise  against  them.  Let 
your  majesty  consider  if  ever  was  heard  a  more  absurd  chimenip 
and  how  prejudicial  it  might  be  to  us  if  it  succeeded  in  gaimng 
any  credit.  I  hope  that  such  an  idea  will  not  be  believed  by  any 
person  of  judgment,  and  that  it  will  soon  subside,  being  void  of 
probability." 


9ECTI01I   2. 

Miniiteriai  letter  from  the  King  to  the  marquis  of  Almenara. 

(Translation  from  tho  Spanish.) 

'*  September  21,  1810. 
"  The  impolitic  violence  of  the  military  governors  has  attacked 
not  only  men,  and  fields,  and  animals,  but  even  the  most  sacred 
things  in  the  nation,  as  the  memorials  and  the  actions  of  families, 
in  whose  preservation  those  only  are  interested  to  whom  they 
belong,  and  from  which  strangers  cannot  reap  the  least  fruit. 
In  this  class  are  the  general  archives  of  the  kingdom,  called  the 
archives  of  Simancas,  which  are  found  in  the  province  of  Valla- 
doKd,  the  governor,  Kellerman,  has  taken  possession  of  them.'* 
**  Those  archives,  from  the  time  of  their  institution,  for  cen- 
turies past,  have  contained  the  treaties  of  the  kings  since  they 
were  known  in  Castile  ;  also,  ancient  manuscripts  of  the  kindred 
of  the  princes,  the  descents  and  titles  of  families,  pleadings  in  the 
tribunals,  decisions  of  the  Cortes ;  in  short,  all  that  is  publicly 
interesting  to  the  history  of  the  nation,  and  privately  to  indi* 
viduals.'' 


SECTION    3. 


The  Spanish  secretary  of  state  to  the  duhe  of  Santa  Fe. 

*'  Madrid,  September  12,  1812. 
-Si  I'Andalusie  n'est  pas  enti^rement  paci£6e ;  si  la 


junto  de  Cadiz  existe  encore,  et  si  les  Anglais  y  exercent  leur 
fatale  influence,  on  doit  Tattribuer  en  grande  partie  aux  machi- 
nations, et  aux  trames  ourdies  par  la  junta  et  TAngleterre  au 
moment  oii  parvint  a  leur  connaissance  le  decret  do  8  Febrier,  qui 

2q2 
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kablit  des  gouvernemeiiB  militaires  dans  la  Navarre,  la  Biacaje, 
TArragOD,  et  la  Catalogne.  Quelquea  gouverneurs  Francaisea  ajant 
traiticea  provinces  comma  si  ellea  ^taieot  abaolament  ditachees  de 
la  monarchie/' 

**  Mala  comluena  o'est  il  pas  dementi  par  la  condaite 

de  certains  gouvenieurs  qui  paraissent  s'obetiner  a  prolonger  Tinsar- 
rection  d'Espagne  plutdt  qu'a  la  soumettre  I  Car  dans  plnsieorB 
endroits  on  ne  se  contente  pas  d'exdure  toute  id^  de  TaQtorit^  da 
ioi»  en  fUsant  administrer  la  justice  an  nom  de  remperenr,  mab 
ce  qni  est  pire,  on  a  exigi  que  les  tribunaux  civils  de  Valladolid 
et  de  Palencia  pretaaaent  serment  de  fideliti  et  d'obeisanoe  a  sa 
majesty  imperiale  comme  si  la  nation  Espagnole  n'avoit  pas  de 
roL'* 


SECTION   4. 

Memorial  from  the  duke  of  Santa  Fe  and  marquis  of  Almenara 
to  the  prince  of  Wagram. 

(Translation  from  the  Spanish.) 

•'  Paris,  September  16,   1810. 

"  -The  decrees  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  are  the  same 

for  all  the  generals.  The  prince  of  Esling,  who  has  traversed  all 
the  provinces  to  the  borders  of  Portugal,  who  appears  to  be 
forming  immense  magazines,  and  has  much  greater  neceesttia 
than  the  governors  of  provinces,  has  applied  to  the  Spanish  pre- 
fects, who  have  made  the  arrangements,  and  supplied  bim  vritfa 
even  more  than  he  required ;  and  this  speaks  in  favour  of  the 
Spanish  people,  for  the  prince  of  Esling  receives  the  blessings  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  through  which  his  troops  pass. 
Such  is  the  effect  of  good  order  and  humanity  amongst  a  people 
who  know  the  rules  of  justice,  and  that  war  demands  sacrifices^ 
but  who  will  not  suffer  dilapidations  and  useless  vexations." 
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SECTION   5. 


Intercepted  letter  of  comte  de  Casa   Valencia,  counsellor  of 
state,  written  to  his  wife,  June  18,  1810. 

"  II  y  a  Bbc  moiB  que  Ton  ne  nous  paie  point,  et  nous  perissons. 

**  Avant  hier  j'icrivis  a  Almenara  lui  poignant  ma 

situation  et  le  prjant  de  m'accorder  quelque  argent  pour  yivre ; 
de  me  secourir,  si  non  comme  ministre,  dn  moins  comme  ami. 
Hier  je  restai  trois  heures  dans  son  antichambre  esp4rant  un 
reponse,  je  le  vis  enfin  et  elle  fut  qu'il  n'livait  rien." 

••  Rien  que  la  fiiim  m  attend  anjourd*hui." 


No.  V. 
BXTRACTS     OF     LETTERS     FROM     LORD     WELLINGTON. 

SECTION    1. 

"  Celorico,  May  11,  1810. 

•*  r  obscrre  that  the  minister  Don  Miguel  Forjas  con- 

sidera  the  inconvenience,  on  which  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
yon,  as  of  ordinary  occurrence,  and  he  entertains  no  doubt  that 
inconveniences  of  this  description  will  not  induce  me  to  desist  from 
making  the  movements  which  I  might  think  the  defence  of  the 
country  would  require.  It  frequently  happens  that  an  army  in 
operation  cannot  procure  the  number  of  carriages  which  it  re- 
quires, either  from  the  unwillingness  of  the  inhabitants  to  supply 
them,  or  from  the  deficiency  of  the  number  of  carriages  in  the 
country.  But  it  has  rarely  happened  that  an  army,  thus  unpro- 
vided with  carriages,  has  been  obliged  to  carry  on  its  operations 
in  a  country  in  which  there  is  literally  no  food,  and  in  which,  if 
there  was  food,  there  is  no  money  to  purchase  it ;  and,  whenever 
that  has  been  the  case»  the  army  hat  been  obliged  to  withdraw  to 
the  magazines  which  the  country  had  refused  or  been  unable  to 
remove  to  the  army.  This  is  precisely  the  case  of  the  allied 
armies  in  this  part  of  the  country;  and,  however  trifling  the 
difficulty  may  be  deemed  by  the  regency  and  the  ministers,  I  con- 
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udi$T  a  storriiig  mrmy  to  h%  to  aaeless  in  any  aitnation,  thai  I 

•hall  certainly  not  protend  to  hold  a  poaition  or  to  make  any 

movement  in  which  the  food  of  the  troope  is  not  eecnred.     I  ha?e 

no  dooht  of  the  ability  or  the  willingness  of  the  country  to  do 

all  that  can  be  required  of  them,  if  the  aathority  of  the  gorem- 

ment  ia  properly  exerted  to  force  indifidaale  to  attend  to  their 

public  duties  rather  than  to  their  private  interests  in  this  time  of 

trial.    I  have  written  this  same  sentiment  to  the  government  ao 

frequently,  that  they  must  be  as  tired  of  reading  it  as  I  am  of 

writing  it    But  if  they  expect  that  individuals  of  the   lower 

orders  are  to  relinquish  the  pursuit  of  their  private  interests  and 

business  to  serve  the  public,  and  mean  to  punish  them  for  any 

omission  in  this  important  duty,  they  must  begin  with  the  higher 

classes  of  society.    These  must  be  forced  to  perform  their  daty» 

and  no  name,  however  illustrious^  and  no  protection,  however 

powerful,  should  shield  from  punishment  those  who  neglect  the 

performance  of  their  duty  to  the  public  in  these  times.     Unkas 

these  measures  are  strictly  and  invariably  followed,  it  ia  vain  to 

expect  any  serious  or  continued  exertion  in  the  country,  and  the 

regency  ought  to  be  aware,  from  the  sentiments  of  his  majesty's 

government,  which  I  have  communicated  to  them,  that  the  con- 

tittuance  of  his  majesty's  assistance  depends  not  on  the  ability  or 

the  inclination,  but  on  the  actual  e£Fectoal  exertions  of  the  people 

of  Portugal  in  their  own  cause.     I  have  thought  it  proper  to 

trouble  you  so  much  at  length  upon  this  suligect,  in  consequence  of 

the  light  manner  in  which  the  difficulties  which  I  had  atated  to 

exist  were  noticed  by  Monsieur  de  Foijas.     I  have  to  mentioB, 

however,  that,  since  I  wrote  to  you,  although  thero  exiat  sevefsl 

causes  of  complaint  of  different  kinds,  and  that  some  examplss 

must  be  made,  we  have  received  such  assistance  as  haa  enabled 

me  to  continue  till  this  time  in  our  positions,  and  I  hope  to  be 

able  to  continue  as  long  aa  may  be  necessary.     I  concur  entirsly 

in  the  measure  of  appointing  a  special  commission  to  attend  the 

head  quarters  of  the  Portuguese  army,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be 

adopted  without  delay.     I  enclose  a  proclamation  which  I  have 

issued,  which  I  hope  will  have  some  effact.     It  describee  nearly 

the  crimes,  or  rather  the  omissions,  of  which  the  people  may  be 

guilty  in  respect  to  the  transport  of  the  army ;  these  may  be  ss 

follow:-- 1st,  refusing  to  supply  carts,  boats,  or  besata  of  boi^ 

then,  when  required ;  2dly,  refusing  to  remove  tlieir  articles  or 

animals  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy ;  3dly,  disobedience  of  the 

orders  of  the  magistrate  to  proceed  to  and  remain  at  any  atatiea 
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with  carriage,  boato^  &c. ;  4th,  deMrtkm  from  the  ienrice  either 
with  or  without  carriageB,  See.;  5th,  embenieiiient  of  pro- 
▼isioiis  or  stores  which  they  may  be  employed  to  transport.  The 
crimes  or  omissions  of  the  inferior  magistrates  may  be  classed 
ae  follows: — Ist,  disobedience  of  the  orders  of  their  superiors; 
2d,  inactivity  in  the  execution  of  them ;  dd,  receiving  bribes,  to 
excuse  certain  persons  from  the  execution  of  requisitions  upon 
them." 


SECTION   2. 

Lord  Wellington  to  M,  Forjas. 

Oouveaf  September  6,  1810. 

MOST    ILLUSTRIOUS    SIR, 

1  HAVE  rec^ved  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  this  month,  inform- 
ing me  that  you  had  placed  before  the  government  of  this  kingdom 
my  despatch  of  the  37th  of  August,  aMMwncing  the  melandioly 
and  unexpected  news  of  the  loes  of  Almeida,  and  that  the  govem- 
ment  had  learned  with  sorrow  that  an  accident  unforeseen  bad 
pro?ented  my  moving  to  succour  the  place,  hoping,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  depression  of  the  people,  caused  by  such  an  event, 
will  soon  vanish,  by  the  quick  and  great  succesees  which  they 
expect  with  certainty  from  the  eflForts  of  the  army.  I  have  al- 
ready made  known  to  the  government  of  the  kingdom  that  the 
foil  of  Almeida  was  unexpected  by  me,  and  that  I  deplored  its  loss 
and  that  of  my  hopes,  considering  it  likely  to  depress  and  afflict 
the  people  of  this  kingdom.  It  was  by  no  means  my  mtention, 
however,  in  that  letter,  to  state  whether  it  had  or  had  not  been 
my  Intention  to  have  succoured  the  place,  and  I  now  request 
the  permission  of  the  government  of  the  kingdom  to  say  that, 
much  as  I  wish  to  remove  the  impression  which  this  misfortune 
has  justly  made  on  the  public,  I  do  not  propose  to  alter  the  sys- 
tem and  plan  of  operations  which  have  been  determined,  afler  the 
most  serious  deliberation,  as  best  adequate  to  further  the  general 
cause  of  the  allies,  and,  consequendy,  Portugal.  I  request  the 
government  to  believe  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  value  of  their 
confidence  as  well  as  that  of  the  public;  as,  also,  that  I  am 
highly  interosted  in  removing  the  anxiety  of  the  public  upon  the 
late  misfortune ;  but  I  should  forget  my  duty  to  my  sovereign,  to 
the  prince  rogeot,  and  to  the  cause  in  general,  if  I  should  permit 
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public  clamour  or  paak  to  iadnce  me  to  chaagpe,  in  the 
degree,  the  •yetem  and  plan  of  operations  whtdi  I  have  adopled, 
after  maUue  ooneideratioo,  and  wbach  daily  experience  shewa  te 
be  tbe  only  one  likely  to  produce  a  good  end. 

(Sifned)  Wellingtov. 


SECTION   3. 

Gouvea,  September  7,  1810. 
In  order  to  put  an  end  at  once  to  these  miserable  in- 


I 


trigues,  I  beg  that  you  will  inform  the  government  that  /  wUl 
not  stay  in  the  country,  and  that  I  will  advise  the  king*s  goveni« 
ment  to  withdraw  the  assistance  which  his  majeBty  affords  them, 
if  they  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the  appointment  of  marshal 
Beresford*B  staff,  for  which  he  is  responsible,  or  with  the  ope- 
rations of  the  army,  or  with  any  of  the  points  which,  with  the 
original  arrangements  with  marshal  Beresford,  were  referred  ex- 
clusively to  his  management.  I  propose,  also,  to  report  to  his 
m^esty's  government,  and  refer  to  their  consideration,  what  steps 
ought  to  be  taken,  if  the  Portuguese  government  refuse  or  delay 
to  adopt  the  civil  and  political  arrangements  recommended  by  me, 
and  corresponding  with  the  military  operations  which  I  am  carry- 
ing on.  The  preparatory  measures  for  the  destruction  of,  or 
rather  rendering  useless  the  mills,  w«re  suggested  by  me  kmg 
ago,  and  marshal  Bereslbrd  did  not  write  to  government  npoo 
them  till  I  had  reminded  him  a  second  time  of  my  wishes  on  tfie 
subject.  I  now  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  these  preparatuy 
measures  may  be  adopted  not  only  in  the  country  between  tfie 
Tagus  and  the  Mondego,  lying  north  of  Torres  Vedras,  as  ori- 
ginally  proposed,  but  that  they  shall  be  forthwith  adopted  in  dl 
parts  of  Portugal,  and  that  the  magistrates  and  othera  may  be 
directed  to  render  useless  the  mills,  upon  receiving  orders  to  do  so 
from  the  military  officers.  I  have  already  adopted  this  measoie 
with  success  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  it  must  be  adopted 
in  others  in  which  it  is  probable  that  the  enemy  may  endeavonr.to 
penetrate ;  and  it  must  be  obvious  to  any  person  who  will  reflect 
upon  the  subject,  that  it  is  only  consistent  with  all  the  other 
measures  which,  for  the  last  twelve  months,  I  have  recommended 
to  government  to  impede  and  make  dificoit,  and  if  peestble  pie- 
vent,  the  advance  and  establishment  of  the  enemy's  iorce  in  the 
country.     But  it  appears  that  the  government  have  lately  dis 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  601 

covered  that  w«  are  all  wrong ;  they  have  become  impatient  for 
the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  Central  Junta, 
call  out  for  a  hattle  and  early  anocess.  If  I  had  had  the  power  I 
would  have  prevented  the  Spanish  armies  from  attending  to  this 
call ;  and  if  I  had,  the  cause  would  now  have  been  safe ;  and, 
having  the  power  now  in  my  hands,  I  will  not  lose  the  only 
chance  which  remains  of  saving  the  cause,  by  paying  the  smallest 
attention  to  the  senseless  suggestions  of  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment. I  acknowledge  that  I  am  much  hurt  at  this  change  of 
conduct  in  the  government;  and,  as  I  must  attribute  it  to  the 
penons  recently  introduced  into  the  government,  it  affords  ad- 
ditional reason  with  me  for  disapproving  of  their  nomination,  and 
I  shall  write  upon  the  subject  to  the  prince  regent,  if  I  should 
hear  any  more  of  this  conduct.  I  leave  you  to  communicate  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  this  letter  that  you  may  think  proper  to  the 
regency.  (Signed)  Wellington. 


SECTION   4. 

Rio  Mayor,  Octobers^  1810. 
You  will  do  me  the  favour  to  inform  the  regency,  and 


above  all  the  principal  Souza,  that  his  majesty  and  the  prince  re- 
gent having  entrusted  me  with  the  command  of  their  armies,  and 
likewise  with  the  conduct  of  the  military  operations,  I  will  not 
suffer  them,  or  any  body  else,  to  interfere  with  them.  That  I 
know  best  where  to  station  my  troops,  and  where  to  make  a  stand 
against  the  enemy,  and  I  shall  not  alter  a  system  formed  upon 
mature  consideration,  upon  any  suggestion  of  theirs.  I  am  re- 
sponsible for  what  I  do,  and  they  are  not ;  and  I  recommend  to 
them  to  look  to  the  measures  for  which  they  are  responsible, 
which  I  long  ago  recommended  to  them,  vis.  to  provide  for  the 
tranquillity  of  Lisbon,  and  for  the  food  of  the  army  and  of  the 
people,  while  the  troops  will  be  engaged  with  the  enemy.  As  for 
principal  Sousa,  I  beg  you  to  tell  him,  from  me,  that  I  have  had 
no  satisfaction  in  transacting  the  business  of  this  country  since 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  government ;  that,  being  embarked 
in  a  course  of  military  operations,  of  which  1  hope  to  see  the 
succeesiul  termination,  I  shall  continue  to  carry  them  on  to  the 
end,  but  that  no  power  on  earth  shall  induce  me  to  remain  in  the 
Peninsula  for  one  moment  after  I  shall  have  obtained  his  majesty's 
leave  to  resign  my  charge,  if  principal  Souza  is  to  remain  either 
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a  niMnber  of  the  government  or  to  oOBttaiie  at  Uskm.  fither 
he  most  qnit  the  ooontrj  or  I  will:  and,  if  I  shoiiM  be  oUiged  to 
go,  I  ehall  take  care  that  the  world,  or  Portugal  at  least,  aad  the 
prince  regent  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  my  reasons.  From 
the  letter  of  the  3d,  which  I  have  received  from  Monsieor  Foijas, 
I  had  hoped  that  the  government  was  satisfied  with  what  I  had 
done,  and  intended  to  do,  and  that,  instead  of  endeavoaring  to 
render  all  fhrther  defence  fruitless,  by  distarbing  the  minds  of  the 
populace  at  Lisbon,  thej  would  have  done  their  duty  by  adopting 
measures  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the  town ;  but  I  suppose 
that,  like  other  weak  individuals,  they  add  duplicity  to  their 
weakness,  and  that  their  expressions  of  approbation,  and  even 
gratitude,  were  intended  to  convey  censure. 

Wellihgtof. 

P.S. — All  I  ask  from  the  Portuguese  Regency  is  tranquillity  in 
the  town  of  Lisbon,  and  provisions  for  their  own  troope  while  thej 
will  be  employed  in  this  part  of  the  country.  I  have  but  little 
doubt  of  success;  but  as  I  have  fought  a  sufficient  number  of 
battles  to  know  that  the  result  of  any  one  is  not  certain,  even 
with  the  best  arrangements,  I  am  anxious  that  the  government 
should  adopt  preparatory  arrangements,  and  take  out  of  the 
enemy's  way  those  persons  and  their  families  who  would  suffer  if 
they  were  to  fall  into  their  hands. 


SECTION    5. 

Pero  Neyro^  Oct(^>er  2S,  1810. 
The  cattle,  and  other  articles  of  supply,  which  the  govwn- 
ment  have  been  informed  have  been  removed  from  the  island  of 
Lisirias,  are  still  on  the  island,  and  most  probably  the  secretary 
of  state,  Don  M.  Forjas,  who  was  at  Alhandra  yesterday,  will 
have  seen  them.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  whether  the  goveraooAnt 
pr<^)ose  to  take  any  and  what  steps  to  punish  the  magistrates  who 
have  disobeyed  their  orders  and  have  deceived  them  by  ^idse  re- 
ports. The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia,  absent  from  their 
corps,  are  liable  to  penalties  and  punishments,  some  of  a  dvtl, 
others  of  a  military  nature :  first,  they  are  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of 
all  their  peiaonal  property,  upon  information  that  they  are  absent 
from  their  corps  without  leave;  secondly,  they  are  liable  to  be 
transferred  to  serve  as  soldiers  in  the  regiments  of  the  line,  upon 
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the  same  information ;  and,  lastly,  they  are  liahle  to  the  penalties 
of  desertion  inflicted  by  the  mOitary  trihnnals.     The  two  first  are 
penalties  which  depend  upon  the  civil  magistrate,  and  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  hare  heard  of  one  instance  in  which  the  magistrates 
of  Lisbon,  or  in  which  the  government  had  called  upon  the  magis- 
trates at  Lisbon  to  carry  into  execution  the  law  in  either  of  these 
respects.     I  entreat  them  to  call  for  the  names  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  absent  without  leave  from  any  one  of  the  Lisbon  regiments 
of  militia,  to  disgrace  any  one  or  more  of  the  principal  officers, 
in  a  public  manner,  for  their  shameful  desertion  of  their  posts  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  and  to  seize  and  dispose  of  the  whole  pro- 
perty of  the  militia  soldiers  absent  without  leave,  and  to  send 
these  men  to  serve  with  any  of  the  regiments  of  the  line.     I 
entreat  them  to  adopt  these  measures  without  favour  or  distinction 
of  any  individuals  in  respect  to  any  one  regiment,  and  to  execute 
the  laws  bond  fide  upon  the  subject;  and  1  shall  be  satisfied  of 
their  good  intentions,   and  shall  believe  that  they  are  sincerely 
desirous  of  saving  the  country ;  but  if  we  are  to  go  on  as  we 
have  hitherto,  if  Great  Britain  is  to  g^ve  large  subsidies  and  to 
expend  hirge  sums  in  support  of  a  cause  in  which  those  most 
interested  sit  by  and  take  no  part,  and  those  at  the  head  of  the 
gpovemment,  with  laws  and  powers  to  force  the  people  to  exertion 
in  the  critical  circumstances  in  which  the  country  is  placed,  are 
aware  of  the  evil  but  neglect  their  duty  and  omit  to  put  the  laws 
in  execution,  I  must  believe  their  professions  to  be  false,  that 
they  look  to  little  dirty  popularity  instead  of  to  save  their  country ; 
that  they  are  unfaithful  servants  to  their  master,  and  persons  in 
whom  his  allies  can  place  no  confidence.     In  respect  to  the  mili- 
tary law,  it  may  be  depended  upon  that  it  will  be  carried  into 
execution,  and  that  the  day  will  yet  come  on  which  those  military 
persons  who  have  deserted  their  duty  in  these  critical  times  will 
be  punished  as  they  deserve.    The  governors  of  the  kingdom 
forget  the  innumerable  remonstrances  which  have  been  forwarded 
to  them  on  the  defects  in  the  proceedings  of  courts  martial,  which, 
in  times  of  active  war,  render  them  and  their  sentences  entirely 
nugatory.     As  an  additional  instance  of  these  defects,  I  mention 
that  officers  of  the  Olivera  regiment  of  militia,  who  behaved  ill  in 
the  action  with  the  enemy  at  Villa  Nova  de  Fosboa,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  August  last,  and  a  court  martial  was  immediately 
assembled  for  this  trial,  are  still,  in  the  end  of  October,  under 
trial,  and  the  trial  will,  probably,  not  be  concluded  till  Christmas. 
In  like  manner,  the  military  trial  of  thoi$e  deserters  of  the  militia, 
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after  a«0emUiiig  ofl&cen  and  soldieni  at  graat  inoonvenieiice  &r 
the  porpoeey  cannot  poiaibly  be  concluded  till  the  period  will  baTe 
gone  by  in  which  any  benefit  might  be  eecnred  from  the  example 
of  the  puniahment  of  any  one  or  number  of  them.  The  defect 
in  the  adminiatratton  of  the  military  law  has  been  rapeatedly 
pointed  out  to  the  gOYernment,  and  a  remedy  for  the  evil  has  been 
propoaed  to  them,  and  has  been  approved  of  by  the  Prinoe 
Regent.  But  they  will  not  adopt  it ;  and  it  would  be  moch  better 
if  there  was  no  law  for  the  government  of  the  army  than  that  the 

existing  laws  should  continue  without  being  executed/' 

••  Wellihotow." 

SECTION    6. 

"  October  29,  1810, 
•<    ■  In  answer  to  lord  Wellesley's  queries  respecting  the 


Portuguese  Regency,  my  opinion  is  that  the  R^^pency  ought  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Prince  Regent,  but  during  his  pleasure ;  they 
ought  to  have  full  power  to  act  in  every  possible  case,  to  make 
appointments  to  offices,  to  dismiss  from  office,  to  make  and  alter 
laws,  in  short,  every  power  which  the  prince  himself  oonki 
possess  if  he  were  on  the  spot.  They  ought  to  report,  in  detail, 
their  proceedings  on  everj  subject,  and  their  reasons  for  the 
adoption  of  every  measure.  The  prince  ought  to  decline  to  re- 
ceive any  application  from  any  of  bis  officers  or  subjects  in  Por- 
tugal not  transmitted  through  the  regular  channels  of  the  govern- 
ment here,  and  ought  to  adopt  no  measure  respecting  Portugal 
not  recommended  by  the  Regency.  The  smaller  the  number  of 
persons  composing  the  Regency  the  bettter;  but  my  opinion  is 
that  it  is  not  advisable  to  remove  any  of  the  persons  now  com- 
posing it  excepting  principal  Souza,  with  whom  I  neither  can  nor 
will  have  any  official  intercourse.  The  patriarch  ia,  in  my 
opinion,  a  necessary  evil.  He  has  acquired  a  kind  of  popularity 
and  confidence  through  the  country  which  would  increase  if  be 
was  removed  from  office,  and  be  is  the  kind  of  man  to  do  mudi 
mischief  if  he  was  not  employed.  If  we  should  succeed  in  re- 
moving the  principal  (which  must  be  done),  I  think  the  patriarch 
will  take  warning,  and  will  behave  better  in  future.  In  respect  to 
military  operations,  there  can  be  no  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  Regency  or  any  body  else.  If  there  is  I  can  no  longer  be 
responsible.  If  our  own  government  choose  to  interfere  them- 
selves, or  that  the  Prince  Regent  should  interfere,  they  have  only 
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to  give  me  their  orders  in  detail,  and  I  will  carry  them  strictly 
into  execution,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities ;  and  I  will  be  respon- 
sible for  nothing  but  the  execution ;  but,  if  I  am  to  be  responsible, 
I  must  have  full  discretion  and  no  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Regency  or  any  body  else.     I  should  like  to  see  principal  Souza's 
detailed  instructions  for  his  **  embuscados**  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tagus.     If  principal  Souza  does  not  go  to  England,  or  some- 
where out  of  Portugal,  the  country  will  be  lost.     The  time  we 
lose  in  discussing  matters  which  ought  to  be  executed  immediately, 
and  in  the  wrong  direction  given  to  the  deliberations  of  the  govern- 
ment, is  inconceivable.     The  gentlemen  destined  for  the  Alemtejo 
ought  to  have  been  in  the  province  on  the  evening  of  the  24tb, 
but,  instead  of  that,  three  valuable  days  of  fine  weather  will  have 
been  lost,  because  the  government  do  not  choose  to  take  part  in 
our  arrangements,  which,  however  undeniably  beneficial,  will  not 
be  much  liked  by  those  whom  it  will  affect ;  although  it  is  certain 
that,  sooner  or  later,  these  persons  must  and  will  be  ruined,  by 
leaving  behind  them  all  their  valuable  property,  and,  as  in  the 
case  of  this  part  of  the  country,  every  thing  which  can  enable  the 
enemy  to  remain  in  the  country.     In  answer  to  M.  de  Forjas'  note 
of  the  22d,  enclosed  in  yours,  (without  date,)  I  have  to  say  that  I 
know  of  no  carriages  employed  by  the  British  army  excepting  by 
the  commissary-general,  and  none  are  detained  that  I  know  of. 
I  wish  that  the  Portuguese  government,  or  its  officers,  would  state 
the  names  of  those  who  have  detained  carriages,  contrary  to  my 
repeated  orders ;  or  the  regiment,  or  where  they  are  stationed ; 
but  this  they  will  never  do.     All  that  we  do  with  the  carriages  is 
to  send  back  sick  in   them,   when  there  are  any.     It  will  not 
answer  to  make  an  engagement  that  the  wheel-carriages  from 
Lisbon  shall  not  come  farther  than  Bucellas,  Montachique,  &c. 
many  articles  required  by  the  army  cannot  be  carried  by  mules, 
and  the  carriages  must  come  on  with  them  here.     In  many  cases 
the  Portuguese  troops  in  particular  are  ill  provided  with  mules, 
therefore  this  must  be  left  to  the  commissary-general  of  the 
army,  under  a  recommendation  to  him,'  if  possible,  not  to  send 
the  lisbon  wheel-carriages  beyond  the  places  above  mentioned.     I 
wish,  in  every  case,  that  a  regulation  made  should  be  observed, 
and  the  makers  of  regulations  should  take  care  always  to  frame 
them  as  that  they  can  be  observed,  which  is  the  reason  of  my 
entering  so  particularly  into  this  point/* 

"  Wellington." 
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SSCTIOV    7, 


"  Pero  Negro,  October  31,  1810. 

«<  I  tm  glad  thmt  the  gentlemen  feel  my  letten,  and  I 

hope  that  they  will  hare  the  eflFect  of  inducing  them  to  take  aome 
decided  atepa  u  well  regarding  the  proTHnona  in  die  Akmtejo  as 
the  deaertion  of  the  militia.  The  ordenanza  artillery  bow  begin 
to  deaert  from  the  worka,  although  tliey  are  fed  by  na  with  Engliah 
ratkma  and  taken  care  of*in  the  aame  manner  aa  our  own  troopa. 
Year  note*  No.  — ,  of  29th,  ia  atrictly  tme  in  all  ita  parts,  the 
French  could  not  have  atald  here  a  week  if  all  the  proiiaiona  had 
been  removed,  and  the  length  of  time  they  can  now  stay  dependa 
upon  the  quantity  remaining  of  what  they  have  found  in  placea 
from  which  there  exiated  roeana  of  removing  every  thing,  if  the 
quantity  had  been  ten  times  greater.  They  are  atopped  effec- 
tually; in  fipont  all  the  roada  are  occupied,  and  they  can  get 
nothing  from  their  rear ;  but  all  the  military  arrangements  whidi 
have  been  made  are  uaeleaa  if  they  can  find  aubaiatenoe  on  the 
ground  which  they  occupy.  For  what  I  know  to  the  contrary, 
they  may  be  able  to  maintain  their  poaition  till  the  whole  French 
army  ia  brought  to  their  aaaiatance.  It  is  heart-breaking  to  con- 
template the  chance  of  failure  from  such  obatinacy  and  folly  !" 

"  Wellingtok/* 

SECTION    8. 

•«  Pero  Negro,  Novembet  1,  1810. 
''  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  government  can  produce  volumea  of 
papera  to  prove  that  they  gave  ordera  upon  the  aeveral  aubjecta  to 
which  the  encloaurea  relate,  but  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  they 
would  state  whether  any  magiatrate  or  other  peraon  haa  been 
poniahed  for  not  obeying  those  orders.    The  fact  ia  that  the 
government,  after  the  appointment  of  principal  Souaa  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Regency,  conceived  that  the  war  could  be  main- 
tained upon  the  frontier,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  myself  and 
of  every  military  officer  In  the  country,  and,  instead  of  giving 
positive  ordera  preparatory  to  the  event  which  waa  most  likely 
to  occur,  viz.  that  the  allied  army  would  retire,  they  spent  much 
valuable  time  in  discussing,  with  me,  the  expediency  of  a  mea- 
sure which  was  quite  impracticable,  and  omitted  to  give  the  orders 
which  were  necessary  for  the  evacuation  of  the  country  between 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  607 

theTag^a  and  tha  MoDdeg;o  by  the  inbabitanta.  Then,  whan 
convinced  that  the  army  would  retire,  they  firat  imposed  that 
duty  on  me,  although  they  muat  have  known  that  I  was  ignorant 
of  the  names,  the  natuie  of  the  offices,  the  places  of  abode  of 
the  different  magistrates  who  were  to  superintend  the  executi<« 
of  the  measure,  and,  moreover,  I  have  but  one  gentleman  in  my 
family  to  give  me  any  assistance  in  writing  the  Portuguese  Ian* 
guage,  and  they  afterwards  issued  the  orders  themselves,  still 
making  them  referable  to  me,  without  my  knowledge  or  consent, 
and  atiU  knowing  that  I  bad  no  means  wliatever  of  communicating 
with  the  country,  and  they  issued  them  at  the  very  period  when 
the  enemy  was  advancing  from  Almeida.  If  I  had  not  been  able 
to  stop  the  enemy  at  Busaoo  he  must  have  been  in  his  present 
situation  long  before  the  order  could  have  reached  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  All  this  conduct  was  to  be  attributed  to  the 
same  cause,  a  desire  to  avoid  to  adopt  a  measure  which,  however 
beneficial  to  the  real  interests  of  the  country,  was  likely  to  dis- 
turb the  habits  of  indolence  and  ease  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to 
throw  the  odium  of  the  measure  upon  me  and  upon  the  British 
government.  I  avowed,  in  my  proclamation,  that  I  was  the 
author  of  that  measure,  and  the  government  might  have  sheltered 
themselves  under  that  authority,  but  the  principle  of  the  govern- 
ment  has  lately  been  to  seek  for  popularity,  and  they  will  not  aid 
in  any  measure,  however  beneficial  to  the  real  interests  of  the 
country,  which  may  be  unpopular  with  the  mob  of  Lisbon.  I 
cannot  agree  in  the  justice  of  the  expression  of  the  astonishment 
by  the  secretary  of  state  that  the  measure  should  have  been  exe- 
cuted in  this  part  of  the  country  at  all.  The  same  measure  was 
carried  into  complete  execution  in  Upper  Beira,  notwithstanding 
that  the  army  waa  in  that  province,  and  the  means  of  transport 
were  required  for  its  service,  not  a  soul  remained,  and,  excepting 
at  Coimbra,  to  which  town  my  personal  authority  and  influence 
did  not  reach,  not  an  article  of  any  description  was  lefk;  behind ; 
and  all  the  mills  upon  the  Coa  and  Mondego,  and  their  dependent 
streams,  were  rendered  useless.  But  there  were  no  discussions 
there  upon  the  propriety  of  maintaining  the  war  upon  the  frontier. 
The  orders  were  given,  and  they  were  obeyed  in  time,  and  the 
enemy  suffered  accordingly.  In  this  part  of  the  couutry,  not- 
withstanding the  advantage  of  having  a  place  of  security  to  retire 
to,  notwithstanding  the  advantage  of  water-carriage,  notwith- 
standing that  the  Tagus  was  fordable  in  many  places  at  the  period 
when  the  inhabitants  should  have  passed  their  property  to  the 
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kft  of  the  river,  and  fortunfttely  fiUed  at  the  moment  tlie  eneny 
approached  its  banks ;  the  inhabitanta  have  fled  from  their  htbi- 
tadona  aa  they  woaM  hare  done  under  any  drcnmstaaoes,  with- 
out waiting  orders  from  me  or  from  the  government ;  bat  they 
have  left  behind  them  every  thing  that  could  be  uaefiil  to  the 
enemy,  and  could  aubaiat  their  army,  and  all  the  milla  untouched; 
accordingly,  the  enemy  still  remain  in  our  front,  notwithstanding 
that  their  communication  is  cut  off  with  Spain  and  with  eveiy 
other  military  body ;  and  if  the  provisions  which  they  have  firand 
will  last,  of  which  I  can  have  no  knowledge,  they  may  remaio 
till  they  will  be  joined  by  the  whole  French  army  in  Spain. 
I  believe  that  in  Santarem  and  Villa  Franca  alone,  both  towns 
upon  the  Tagus,  and  both  having  the  advantage  of  water-carriage, 
the  enemy  found  subsistence  for  their  army  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time.  Thus  will  appear  the  difference  of  a  measoie 
adopted  in  time,  and  the  delay  of  it  till  the  last  moment ;  and 
I  only  wish  that  the  country  and  the  allies  may  not  experience  the 
evil  consequences  of  the  ill-fated  propensity  of  the  existing  Por- 
tuguese Regency  to  seek  popolsrity.  In  the  same  manner  the 
other  measure  since  recommended,  vis.  the  removal  of  the  property 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Alemtejo  to  places  of  security  has  been 
delayed  by  every  means  in  the  power  of  the  government,  and 
has  been  adopted  at  last  against  their  inclination :  as  usual,  they 
commenced  a  discussion  with  me  upon  the  expediency  of  pre- 
venting the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Tagus,  they  then  sent  their 
civil  officer  to  me  to  receive  instructions,  and  afterwards  they 
convey^  to  him  an  instruction  of  the ,  to  which  1  pro- 
pose to  draw  the  attention  of  his  royal  highness  th%  prince  Re- 
gent and  of  his  majesty's  government.  His  royal  hig^mess  and 
his  majesty's  government  will  then  see  in  what  manner  the 
existing  regency  are  disposed  to  co-operate  with  me.  The  addi- 
tioaal  order  of  the  30th  of  October,  marked  5  in  the  endosuree 
from  M .  Forjas,  shew  the  sense,  which  the  Regency  themselvei 
entertained  of  the  insufficiency  of  their  original  instructions  to 
the  Disembargador  Jacinto  Paes  do  Mates.  I  may  have  mistaken 
the  system  of  defence  to  be  adopted  for  this  country,  and  prin- 
cipal Souza  and  other  members  of  the  Regency  may  be  better 
judges  of  the  ci4>acity  of  the  troops  and  of  the  operations  to  be 
carried  on  than  I  am*  In  this  case  they  should  desire  his  majeptj 
and  the  prince  regent  to  remove  me  from  the  command  of  the 
army.  But  they  cannot  doubt  my  zeal  for  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  and  they  know  that  not  a  moment  of  my  time, 
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DOT  a  facility  of  my  mind,  that  is  not  devoted  to  promote  it ;  and 
the  records  of  this  government  will  shew  what  I  have  done  for 
them  and  their  country.  If,  therefore,  they  do  not  manifest  their 
dissatisfaction  and  want  of  confidence  in  the  measures  which 
I  adopt  hy  desiring  that  I  should  he  removed,  they  are  bound, 
as  honest  men  and  faithful  servants  to  their  prince,  to  co-operate 
with  me  by  all  means  in  their  power,  and  thus  should  neither 
thwart  them  by  opposition,  nor  render  them  nugatory  by  useless 
delays  and  discussions.  Till  lately  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of 
receiving  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  government ;  and 
I  regret  that  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  should  have 
been  induced  to  make  a  change  which  has  operated  so  materially 
to  the  detriment  of  his  people  and  of  the  allies.  In  respect  to 
the  operations  on  the  left  of  the  Tagus,  I  was  always  of  opinion 
that  the  ordenan9a  would  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
vending  over  any  of  their  plundering  parties ;  and  I  was  unwilling 
to  adopt  any  measure  of  greater  solidity,  from  my  knowledge, 
that,  as  soon  as  circumstances  should  render  it  expedient,  on  any 
account,  to  withdraw  the  troops,  which  I  should  have  sent  to  the 
left  of  the  Tagus,  the  ordenan9a  would  disperse.  The  truth  is, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  government, 
every  Portuguese,  into  whose  hands  a  firelock  is  placed,  does  not 
become  a  soldier  capable  of  meeting  the  enemy.  Experience, 
which  the  members  of  the  government  have  not  had,  has  taught 
me  this  truth,  and  in  what  manner  to  make  use  of  the  different 
descriptions  of  troops  in  this  country ;  and  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable, if  the  government  would  leave,  exclusively,  to  marshal 
Beresford  tfkid  me,  the  adoption  of  all  military  arrangements. 
The  conduct  of  the  governor  of  Setuval  is,  undoubtedly,  the 
cause  of  the  inconvenience  now  felt  on  the  left  of  the  Tagus. 
He  brought  forward  his  garrison  to  the  river  against  orders,  and 
did  not  reflect,  and  possibly  was  not  aware  as  I  am,  that  if  they 
had  been  attacked  in  that  situation,  as  they  probably  would  have 
been,  they  would  have  dispersed ;  and  thus  Setuval,  as  well  as 
the  regiment,  which  was  to  have  been  its  garrison,  would  have 
been  lost.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  at  all  events,  to  prevent 
that  misfortune,  and  to  order  the  troops  to  retire  to  Setuval,  and 
the  ordenan9a  as  usual  dispersed,  and  the  government  will  lose 
their  five  hundred  stand  of  new  arms,  and,  if  the  enemy  can 
cross  the  Tagus  in  time,  their  3-pounders.  These  are  the  conse- 
quences of  persons  interfering  in  military  operations,  who  have 
no  knowledge  of  them,  or  of  the  nature  of  the  troops  which  are 
VOL.  III.  2  R 
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lo  carrj  them  <m«  I  am  now  under  the  neoesiitj,  macfa  to  the 
inoonrenience  of  the  army,  of  aendiag  a  detachment  to  the  left 
of  the  Tagus." 


8XCTI0V  9. 

<«  Decembers^  1810. 
"  All  mj  proeeedings  have  heen  founded  on  the  fdlowing 
principles:  First,  That,  by  my  appointment  of  marshal-general 
of  the  Portnguese  army  with  the  same  powers  as  those  vested  in 
the  late  due  de  la  Fo^,  I  hold  the  command  of  the  army  in- 
dependent of  the  local  government  of  Portugal.  Secondly,  That, 
by  the  arrangements  made  by  the  govemors  of  the  kingdom 
with  the  king*s  government,  when  sir  William  Bereaford  was 
asked  for  by  the  former  to  command  the  Portuguese  army,  it 
was  settled  that  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  British  army 
should  direct  the  general  operations  of  the  combined  force. 
Thirdly,  That,  supposing  that  my  appointment  of  marshal-genenl 
did  not  give  me  the  independent  control  over  the  operations  of 
the  Portuguese  army,  or  that,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
British  army,  I  did  not  possess  the  power  of  directing  the  opera- 
tion of  the  whole  under  the  arrangement  above  referred  to ;  it 
follows  that  either  the  operations  of  the  two  armies  must  have 
been  separated,  or  the  Portuguese  government  must  have  had 
the  power  of  directing  the  operations  of  the  British  army. 
Fourthly,  It  never  was  intended  that  both  armies  shonld  be 
exposed  to  the  certain  loss,  which  would  have  been  the  oonse- 
quence  of  a  disjointed  operation ;  and,  undoubtedly,  his  majesty's 
government  never  intended  to  give  over  the  British  army  to  tbe 
government  of  the  kingdom,  to  make  ducks  and  drakes  of.  The 
government  of  the  kingdom  must,  in  their  reply  to  my  letter, 
either  deny  the  truth  of  these  principles,  or  they  must  prore 
that  my  charge  against  them  is  without  foundation,  and  that  they 
did  not  delay  and  omit  to  adopt  various  measures,  recommended 
by  me  and  marshal  Beresford,  calculated  to  assist  and  correspond 
with  the  operations  of  the  armies,  upon  the  proposition  and  under 
the  influence  of  principal  Souza,  under  the  pretence  of  discussing 
with  me  the  pn^riety  of  my  military  arrangements. 

"  Welukgton." 
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SECTION    10. 


**  CartaxOj  January  18,  1811. 
'*  It  is  necessary  that  I  shonld  draw  your  attention,  and  that  of 
the  Portuguese  government,   upon  the  earliest  occasion,  to  the 
sentiments  which  have  dropped  from  the  Patriarch,   in  recent 
discussions  at  the  meeting  of  the  Regency.    It  appears  that  his 
eminence  has  expatiated  on  the  inutility  of  laying  fresh  hurthens 
on  the  people,  *  which  were  evidently  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  nourish  a  war  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom.'     It  must  he  recol- 
lected that  these  discussions  are  not  those  of  a  popular  assembly, 
they  can  scarcely  be  deemed  those  of  a  ministerial  council,  but 
ihey  are  those  of  persons  whom  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  has  called  to  govern  his  kingdom  in  the  existing  crisis  of 
a&irs.     I  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  his  emi- 
nence the  Patriarch   as  one  of  those   in   Portugal   who  are  of 
opinion  that  all  sacrifices  are  to  be  made,   provided  the  kingdom 
could  preserve  its  independence;  and,  I  think  it  most  important 
that  the  British  government,  and  the  government  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  the  world,   should  be  undeceived,  if  we  have  been 
mistaken  hitherto.     His  eminence  objects  to  Uie  adoption  of  mea- 
sures which  have  for  their  immediate  object  to  procure  funds  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  royal  highnesses  armies,  because  a  war 
may  exist  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  but  I  am  apprehensive 
the  Patriarch  forgets  the  manner  in  which  the  common  enemy 
first  entered  this  kingdom,  in  the  year  1807,  that  in  which  they 
were  expelled  from  it,   having  had  complete  possession  of  it  in 
1808,  and  that  they  were  again  in  possession  of  the  city  of 
Oporto,  and  of  the  two  most  valuable  provinces  of  the  kingdom 
in  1809,  and  the  mode  in  which  they  were  expelled  from  those 
provinces.     He  forgets  that  it  was  stated  to  him  in  the  month  of 
February,  1810,  in  the  presence  of  the  Marquis  of  Olhao,  of 
Don  M.  Foijas,  and  of  Don  Joa  Antonio  Saltar  de  Mendoza,  and 
Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  that  it  was  probable  the  enemy 
would  invade  this  kingdom  with  such  an  army  as  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  concentrate  all  our  forces  to  oppose  him  with  any 
chance  of  success,  and  that  this  concentration  could  be  made  with 
safety  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital  only,  and  that  the  ge- 
neral plan  of  the  campaign  was  communicated  to  him  which  went 
to  bring  the  enemy  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom;  and  that  he 
expressed  before  all  these  persons  his  high  approbation  of  it.    If  he 
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recoHected  ihme  ciicamBtancM  he  would  obflerre  that  nothing  h«d 
occurred  in  this  campaign  that  had  not  been  foreseen  and  pro- 
Tided  for  by  measures  of  which  he  had  expressed  his  approbation, 
of  whose  consequences  he  now  disapproves.  The  Portuguese  na- 
tion are  involved  in  a  war  not  of  aggression,  or  even  defence  on 
their  parts,  not  of  alliance,  not  in  consequence  of  their  adheience 
to  any  political  system,  for  they  abandoned  all  alliances  and  all 
political  systems  in  order  to  propitiate  the  enemy.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Portugal  made  war  purely  and  simj^y  to  get  rid  of  the 
yoke  of  the  tyrant  whose  government  was  established  in  Portugal, 
and  to  save  their  lives  and  properties;  they  chose  this  lot  for 
themselves,  principally  at  the  instigation  of  his  eminence  the 
Patiiarch,  and  thej  called  upon  his  majesty,  the  ancient  ally  of 
Portugal,  whose  alliance  had  been  relinquished  at  the  requisition 
of  the  common  enemy,  to  aid  them  in  the  glorious  effort  which 
they  wished  to  make,  and  to  restore  the  independence  of  their 
country,  and  to  secure  the  lives  and  properties  of  its  inhabitants. 
I  will  not  state  the  manner  in  which  his  majesty  has  answered 
the  call,  or  enumerate  the  services  rendered  to  this  nation  by  his 
army ;  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  contest,  nothing  can 
make  me  believe  that  the  Portuguese  nation  will  ever  forget  them ; 
but  when  a  nation  has  adopted  the  line  of  resistance  to  the 
tyrant  under  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Portuguese  nation  in  1808,  and  has  been  per* 
severed  in,  it  cannoi  be  believed  that  they  intended  to  saSer 
none  of  the  miseries  of  war,  or  that  their  government  act  incon- 
sistently with  their  sentiments  when  they  expatiate  on  '  the  in- 
utility of  laying  fresh  burthens  on  the  people,  which  were  evi- 
dently for  no  other  purpose  than  to  nourish  a  war  in  the  heart  of 
the  kingdom.'  The  patriarch  in  particular  forgets  his  old  prin- 
ciples, his  own  actions  which  have  principally  involved  his  oountiy 
in  the  contest  when  he  talks  of  discontinuing  it,  because,  it 
has  again,  for  the  third  time,  been  brought  into  '  the  heart  of 
the  kingdom/  Although  the  patriarch,  particularly,  and  the 
majority  of  the  existing  government  approved  of  the  plan  which 
I  explained  to  them  in  February,  1810,  according  to  which  it  was 
probable  that  this  kingdom  would  be  made  the  seat  of  war  which 
has  since  occurred,  I  admit  that  his  eminence,  or  any  of  those 
members  may  fairly  disapprove  of  the  campaign  and  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  enemy  in  Portugal.  I  have  pointed  out  to  the 
Portuguese  government,  in  more  than  one  despatch,  the  difficul- 
ties and  risks  which  attended  any  attack  upon  the  enemy*s  posi- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  613 

tioQ  in  this  country,  and  the  probahle  success  not  only  to  our- 
selves but  to  our  allies  of  our  perseverance  in  the  plan  which  I 
had  adopted,  and  had  hitherto  followed  so  far  successfully,  as  that 
the  allies  have  literally  sustained  no  loss  of  any  description,  and 
this  army  is,  at  this  moment,  more  complete  than  it  was  at  the 
opening*  of  the  campaign  in  April  last.  The  inhabitants  of  one 
part  of  the  country  alone  have  suffered  and  are  continuing  to 
suffer.  But  without  entering  into  discussions  which  I  wish  to 
avoid  on  this  occasion,  I  repeat,  that  if  my  counsels  had  been  fol- 
lowed these  sufferings  would  at  least  have  been  alleviated,  and  I 
observe  that  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  that  the  sufferings  of  a 
part,  and  but  a  small  part  of  any  nation  have  been  deemed  a 
reason  for  refusing  to  adopt  a  measure  which  had  for  its  object 
the  deliverance  of  the  whole.  The  patriarch  may,  however,  dis- 
approve of  the  system  I  hare  fbllowedy  and  I  conceive  that  he  is 
fully  justified  in  desiring  his  majesty  and  the  prince  regent  to 
remove  me  firom  the  command  of  these  armies.  This  would  be  a 
measure  consistent  with  his  former  conduct  in  this  contest,  under 
the  circumstances  of  my  having  unfortunately  fallen  in  bis  opinion, 
but  this  measure  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  refusal  to  concur 
in  laying  those  burthens  upon  the  people  which  are  necessary 
to  carry  on  and  to  secure  the  object  of  the  war.  It  must  be  ob- 
vious to  his  eminence,  and  to  every  person  acquainted  with  the 
real  situation  of  the  affairs  of  Portugal,  unless  a  great  effort  is 
made  to  render  the  resources  more  adequate  to  the  necessary  ex- 
penditure  all  plans  and  systems  of  operation  will  be  alike,  for  the 
Portuguese  army  will  be  able  to  carry  on  none.  At  this  moment 
although  all  the  corps  are  concentrated  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
their  magazines,  with  means  of  transport,  easy,  by  the  Tagus 
the  Portuguese  troops  are  frequently  in  want  of  provisions  be- 
cause there  is  no  money  to  pay  the  expense  of  transport,  and  all 
the  departments  of  the  Portaguese  army,  including  the  hospitals, 
are  equally  destitute  of  funds  to  enable  them  to  defray  the  neces- 
sary expenditure,  and  to  perform  their  duty.  The  deficiencies 
and  difiiculties  have  existed  ever  since  I  have  known  the  Portu- 
guese army,  and  it  is  well  known  that  it  must  have  been  disbanded 
more  than  once,  if  it  had  not  been  assisted  by  the  provisions, 
stores,  and  funds,  of  the  British  army.  It  may  likewise  occur  to 
his  eminence  that  in  proportion  as  the  operations  of  the  armies 
would  be  more  extended,  the  expense  would  increase,  and  the 
necessity  for  providing  adequate  funds  to  support  it  would  become 
more  urgent,  unless,  indeed,  the  course  of  their  operations  should 
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umihihte  al  one  blow  both  umy  and  expenditere.  The  iibjecdon 
then  to  adopt  measaraa  to  improve  the  reaonrceo  of  the  gofem- 
menty  go  to  decide  the  qoeatioa  whether  the  war  ahould  be  carried 
on  or  not  in  any  manner.  By  deatrtng  hie  majeety  and  the 
prince  regent  to  remove  me  from  the  command  of  thmr 
hte  emineDoe  would  endearour  to  get  rid  of  a  pereon  deemed  j 
pable  or  nnwilUng  to  fulfil  the  datiea  of  hia  aitnatioii.  By  ob- 
jecting to  improve  the  reeouroee  of  the  ooontry  he  betraya  an 
alteration  of  opinion  reepecting  the  contest,  and  a  deaire  to  fbrleit 
its  advantages,  and  to  give  up  the  independeaee  of  cka  oomtiy, 
and  the  security  of  the  lives  and  properdea  of  the  Pmtngmae 
nation.  In  my  opinion  the  Patriareh  is  in  such  a  situation  in  this 
country  that  he  ought  to  be  called  upon,  on  the  part  of  hia  majesty, 
to  state  distinctly  what  he  meant  by  refusing  to  concur  ia  the 
measures  which  were  necessary  to  insure  the  funds,  to  mmUe  thk 
country  to  carry  on  the  war ;  at  all  events,  I  request  that  tUs 
letter  may  be  oommunioated  to  him  in  the  Regency,  and  that  a 
copy  of  it  may  be  forwarded  to  his  royal  highaeas  the  prinoa 
Tegent,  in  order  that  hia  royal  highness  may  see  that  I  have 
given  his  eminence  an  oppoiiunity  of  explaining  hia  motives 
either  by  stating  his  personal  otjections  to  me,  or  the  alteiation 
of  his  opinions,  his  sentimenta,  and  hia  wiahes,  in  respect  to  the 
independence  of  his  country. 

•*  Wbllimotoit." 


No.  VL 
EXTRACT    FROM    A    REPORT    MADE    BT    THE    DUKB 
OF     DA  LMATI A     TO     THE    PRINCE    OF    WAGRAM 
AND    OF   NEUFCHATEU 

sacTiov  1. 

<'  Seville,  August  4th,  1810. 
**  Par  une  decision  do  rEropereur  du  mois  de  Fevrier  demier 
S.  M.  determine  qu'a  compter  du  1^'^  Janvier  toutes  les  depenses 
d'administration  gen^rale  du  genie  et  de  rartillerie  seraient  aa 
compte  du  gouvernement  Espagnol ;  aussitdt  que  j'en  fus  instruit 
Je  solUcitai  S.  M.  C.  d*asslgner  a  cet  effet  une  somme ;  mais  je  ne 
pus  obtenir  que  2,000,000  de  reaux  (533,000  f.)  et  encore  le 
Roi  entendait  il  que  les  payemeuts  ne  remontassent  qu'au  mois 
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de  Fevrier;  cette  Bomme  4tah  do  beanconp  insaffisanto.  Je  n*ai 
cets^  d'en  fkira  la  repreBentation,  ainsi  que  MonBr.  rintendant 
Qioinl ;  nos  damandeB  n*0Dt  pas  ete  aocoaiUte6»  et  pour  coavrir 
antant  que  poaaiUe  la  di£E&renoe  j*ai  dd  avoir  leooors  aux 
recottes  extraordinairea  fidtea  aana  la  participation  des  ministrea 
Eapagnola.  J'eap^re  que  ce  moyen  reuaaira,  d^a  m^me  il  a 
produit  quelques  aommea.  L'6t&t  que  je  meta  d  joint  fiut 
oonnattre  lea  reoootremena  qui  <mt  M  op&ria  aur  lea  fonda  de 
533,000  f.  du  crMit  mensnel  a  Tipoque  du  1*'  Aoikt  leaquela  for* 
meat  la  aonime  de  S^TS  1,000  f.  mats  indipendamment  il  y  a  eu 
des  lecettes  extraordinaires  pour  au  moina  500,000  L  qui  oni 
re^  la  mdme  destination  (lea  d^naes  d'adminiatration  g^nirale) 
anterieurement  k  cette  4poque.  J'avaia  fait  mettre  k  la  diapoeition 
de  Monsr.  Tlntendaat  Oiniral  dea  Valeura  pour  plua  d'un  million 
qui  devait  aervir  k  payer  une  partie  de  rarm^.  Mr.  Tlnten* 
dant  General  jnatifie  de  Temploi  de  toutea  cea  aonuaea  dana  aea 
eomptea  giniraux.  Lea  ministres  de  S.  M.  C.  n'admettent  pas 
lea  comptes  que  je  presenter  d'abord  ils  ne  TSulent  pas  allouer 
la  somme  de  500,000  f .  qui  a  it6  report^  a  I'article  dea  d^naea 
d*administration  gteirale,  a'appuyant  aur  ce  aujet  aur  la  d^iaion 
du  roi  qui  ne  fait  remonter  cea  dipenaea  que  juaqu'au  moia  de 
Ferrier,  quoique  rempereur  ait  expreaaement  entendu  que  la 
moia  de  Janvier  devait  auaai  y  fttre  compria,  ils  ne  veulent  paa  non 
plua  reconnattre  lea  recettea  extraordinairea,  oii  ila  pretendent  en 
prompter  le  produit  aur  le  credit  menauel  de  533,000  f.  il 
n'eat  paa  dana  mon  pouvoir  d'admettre  leora  motifs,  la  decision 
de  Tempereur  eat  expreaae,  et  tant  que  je  serai  dana  la  aituation 
delicate  ou  je  me  trouve,  m<m  devcnr  m'obligera  de  pourvoir  aux 
beaoina  du  aervice  par  tous  les  moyens  praticables.  Les  recettea 
qui  ont  eu  lieu  en  Andalosie  out  aervi  k  toutea  lea  dipenaea  de 
rartillerie,  du  genie,  dea  itki  majora  et  de  radministration  gen^rale 
qui  aont  vraiment  immenaea,  et  quolqu'on  ait  abaolument  rien  refu 
de  France  ni  de  Madrid,  j'ai  en  m^me  temps  pu  &ire  payer  troia 
moia  de  soldo  k  rarmie,  c*eat  aana  doute  bien  peu  quand  il  est  du 
8  k  10  mois  d'arri^ie  k  la  troupe  et  que  Tinsuffisance  dea  moyena 
oblige  a  angmenter  encore  cet  arriire,  maia  ne  recevant  rien  je 
croia  qu*il  m'^tait  impoaaible  de  mieux  faire.  V.  A.  en  aera  elle 
m^me  convaincue  ai  elle  veut  a'arrlter  un  moment  sur  Tapper^u 
que  je  vais  Ini  donner  des  charges  que  FAndalusie  supporte.  On 
consomme  tons  les  jours  pr^s  de  100,000  rations  de  vivres  et 
20,000  rations  de  fourrage;  il  y  a  2000  maladea  aux  h6pitaux. 
La  forteresse  de  Jaen,  le  fort  de  Malaga,  VAlbambra  de  Grenade, 
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an  de«iw  doquel  on  «  oonsfeniil  un  grand  enmp 
ks  chiteaox  mr  les  bovdi  d%  la  mer  da|Niia  la  cap  da  Gain  joaqaa 
Fnaagirala,  la  ehitaan  d'Aleala  k  IUal«  la  phoa  da  Ronda,  lea 
anciana  cbkeanx  d'Olbara  at  da  Maton,  la  ch&tean  da  Baiakaav, 
la  chfttaao  da  CaatiUo  da  Loa  Gtnidiaa  at  fduaaania  aniraa  partai 
aur  laa  ftontiina  da  TEatianiadttfa  qa'on  a  dA  anaai  ooenper. 
On  a  pourm  aax  d^panaoa  <itta  ka  ttnvanx  darant  Gndia  at  k 
eonatraotion  d*Qiia  flottilk  oceaaionoMnt.    On  a  tebli  k  Gnnade 
nna  poudriira  at  una  Mbriqaa  d^amaa,  kqnalk  jnaqn'a  pfaiat 
a  pau  donn^,  mak  qni  par  k  antta  aara  tr^  ntila.     On  a  tMbfi 
at  mis  daaa  nna  gnuida  actinti  la  fondaria  at  Taraanal  da  SaviDa 
oik  jonrnalkmant  1500  onvriaia  aont  ampky^.     Nona  manqnkM 
de  pondra  at  da  projactilea  da  fan  at  d'aintt.    J*ai  lait  iMbiii 
denx  monlina  k  pondra  k  Savilla  at  fait  axploitar  tontea  ka 
nitriiraB  da  rAndalnaiai  k  priaant  on  oompta  anaai  k  Sevilk  dei 
prajaetika  da  tana  ka  calibiaa,  jnaqn'anx  bombca  da  12  poooesy 
tont  la  vknx  far  a  M  nunaaaiy  on  a  conatmit  lea  affuta  nanaatairea 
ponr  rarmamant  daa  battariaa  davant  Cadia.    On  a  fail  daa  reqoi- 
aitiona  an  aonlkia  at  effata  d'habOlamant  dent  k  tranpa  a  profita. 
J  ai  fait  kvar  dana  la  paja  2000  nnika  ^ni  ont  M  doiin^  a 
rartillarie,  anx  ^oipagaa  militairaa  at  an  gime.    J'ai  fidt  con* 
atraire  at  organisar  nn  ^nipaga  da  36  pi^oea  da  montagnaa,  dont 
12  obosiera,  da  12  qui  aont  portte  k  daa  da  mnkta  at  Tont  ^tia 
rapartk  dana  toua  lat  corpea  d'arm^.     La  totality  da  oea  d^nioi 
ainai  qo'nna  infinite  d'antraa  dant  je  na  hi»  paa  r^momaratioB 
Bont  an  compte  dn  gonveraamant  Eapagnol,  at  la  paya  ka  nqi- 
porta  indapendammant  dn  crUit  mananai  da  533,000  £  at  do 
racattas  extraordtnairaa  qua  ja  fak  opirer  lofaqu'il  j  a  ponifailiti 
doDt  Tapplication  a  Iku  an  favanr  da  Tadminiatration  g^niiak  da 
Tarm^,  dn  genia,  da  I'aitillaria,  daa  ^tita  majoia,  dea  frak  da 
connas  at  das  d^pansaa  saerattaa.     Cea  chargaa  aont  immanaea,  at 
jamak  le  pays  n*annut  pn  las  supporter  ai  nana  n*4tiona  parranns 
k  mettre  da  Tordre  at  la  plus  granda  rsgolarit^  dana  lea  d^paoaes 
et  consommations ;  mak  il  aarait  difficUa  da  ka  augmantar,  pant* 
^re  m^me  y  anrait  il  du  danger  de  cherdiar  k  k  hiie ;  c'aat  an 
point  que  malgr^  qne  nons  soyona  k  la  racolte  il  fant  deja  paaaer 
a  faire  venir  du  bled  dea  autrea  provinces,  la  prodult  da  I'Anda- 
lusie  ^nt  insuffisant  pour  la  oonaommation  da  ses  hahitana  et 
ceHe  de  Tarmie.    Cependant  S.  M.  C.  et  sea  minktrea  qoi  aont 
parfaitement  iostruits  de  cette  situation  ont  vouln  atttrer  i  Madiid 
ies  revenues  de  T Andalusie :  je  dis  les  revenues,  car  kurs  demandes 
d^passaient  les  recettes;  das  ordres  ont  m^e  ^(e  expMioB  oi 
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eoosequenee  taax  eomnunures  Rojmix  das  Prtfectares^  et  je  me 
0OW  troQT^  daot  robligation  de  m*oppoBer  ouTertement  k  reffiat 
de  oette  mesuro  dont  rexiention  eot  non  Beokiaent  compromis 
tcRU  ]e«  serrioM  de  I'annie,  mais  ocoasioniii  peat»dlre  des 
moiiTeiiieiis  B^tieox;  d'aiUeun  il  y  ayait  unpoMibUite  de  la 
TemjHir,  a  ce  aajet  j'ai  rhonnear  de  mettre  soua  lee  yeux  de 
V.A.  extrait  d'une  lettve  que  j'ena  rhonnear  d'^crire  an  roi  le 
13  Jaillet  dernier,  et  copie  de  celle  que  j'adreseai  k  Monaiear  le 
marquis  d'Almenara,  minirtre  des  finances,  le  30  da  mdme  mois 
pour  r^pondie  it  ane  des  siennas,  ad  il  me  pdgnait  T^tat  d^ses- 
pirant  des  finances  de  S.M.G.  Je  sapplie  avec  instance  V.A.  de 
rouloir  bien  rendre  compte  dn  contena  de  oes  lettres  et  do  present 
rapport  k  S*  M.  Temperear. 

'^  J'aurai  voula  poor  qae  S.  M.  fat  mieax  instroite  de  tout  ee 
que  s'est  fait  en  Andakusie  pouvoir  entrer  dans  des  details  plus 
^tendus ;  mais  j*ai  dt  me  bomer  k  traiter  des  points  principaux, 
les  details  se  trouTont  dans  ma  eorrespondance,  et  dans  les  rap- 
ports de  Monsieur  Tintendant  g>4n^ral  sor  radministration.  Ce- 
pendant  d'apr^  ce  que  j'ai  dit  S.  M.  aura  une  id6e  exacte  des 
operations  admuiistratiyes  et  autres  qui  ont  eu  lieu,  ainsi  que  de 
Tet&t  de  ses  troupes  et  des  embarras  de  ma  situation :  elle  est 
telle  anjourd'bui  que  je  dois  supplier  avec  la  plus  vive  instance 
S.  M.  an  nom  voAme  de  son  service  de  daigner  la  pendre  en  con- 
sideration :  j'ai  des  devoirs  it  remplir  dont  je  sais  touts  Tetendue, 
je  m'y  livre  sans  reserve  mais  la  responsibilite  est  trop  forte  pour 
que  dans  la  position  oii  je  me  trouve  je  pnisse  la  soutenir;  en 
effet  j'ai  k  combattre  des  pretentions  et  des  interdts  qui  sent 
evidemment  en  opposition  avec  ceux  de  Tarmee  et  par  consequent 
avec  ceux  de  Tempereur;  je  suis  force  par  mes  propres  devoirs  de 
m'opposer  k  Texecution  des  divers  ordres  que  le  roi  donne  et 
faire  souvent  le  contraire*  J'ai  aussi  constamment  k  lutter  contre 
Tamour  propre  des  chefs  militaires,  que  souvent  peovent  dififerer 
d'opinion  avec  moi  et  naturellement  pretendent  faire  prevaloir 
leurs  idees.  Toutes  oes  considerations  me  font  regarder  la  tUcbe 
qui  m'est  impoeee  comme  au  dessus  de  mes  forces  et  me  portent 
a  desirer  que  S.  M.  Tempereur  daigne  me  faire  connaitre  ses 
intentions  ou  pourvoir  it  mon  remplacement  et  mettre  it  la  t^te 
de  son  armee  dans  le  midi  de  I'Espag^e,  un  chef  plus  capable 
que  moi  d'en  dinger  les  operations.  Je  me  permettrai  seulement 
de  faire  observer  it  ce  sojet  que  le  bien  du  service  de  Tempereur 
commando  imperieusement  que  toutes  les  troupes  qui  sent  dans 
le  midi  de  r£spagne  depuis  lo  Tage  jusqu'aux  deux  mors  suivent 
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le  mftme  sptime  d*opiratioiiB»  et  soyeiit  par  oons^ent 
mandet  par  on  smil  chef  leqnel  doit  tere  dana  la  pens^  de 
ramparear,  et  avoir  sea  inatmctioM  afin  que  le  caa  ae  pr^aentaoi 
iA  il  Idi  serait  fidt  oppoaition  d'ana  nuai^  quefeanqna,  U  pinan 
se  condttire  en  coaaAqoenoe  et  parvenir  an  hot  q«i  liii  aera 
indiqii^;  teat  autre  ayaliaie  retaidera  la  Biaidie  dea  aflUrai  at 
oooaaionera  in^itaUemeiit  dee  deeagrioMna  qa'on  peat  aiitie- 
ment  iviter* 

'*  J'ai  llioniieiiry  &c 
**  (Signi)        Lb  Marbghal  Due  db  Dalmatie." 


aacTiov  2. 

Intercepted  Letter  from  nutrshal  Mortier   to  the   emperor, 
I3th  July,  1810. 
Sire, 
L'^tat  de  nollit^  ch  je  eaia  depuia  que  Monsieur  le  doc  de 
Dalmatie,  major-g^n^ral,  a  pris  rinitiatire  de  toua  lea  rooaremens 
meme  le  plua  minutieox  de  5***  corps  rend  ici  ma  presence  toot- 
k-iait  inutile,  il  ne  me  reste  que  le  chagrin  de  voir  d*exceUentes 
troupes  anim^es  do  meilleur  esprit,  dissemin^es  dans  toote  TAnda- 
luise  et  perdant  tons  les  joora  de  hrarea  gens  sans  hut  ni  resoHat. 
Dans  cet  4tat  des  choses  je  prie  V.M.  de  vouloir  Inen  me  per- 
mettra  de  me  retirer  k  Bnigos  pour  y  attendre  dea  ordres  sH  ne 
joge  pas  k  propos  de  m'accorder  nn  cong6  poor  retoamer  en 
France,  cong^  que  reclame  ma  santi  k  la  suite  d'une  maladie 
grave  dont  je  suis  k  peine  conralescent. 
J*ai  llionneur,  Sic  &c. 

Le  Marechal  Due  de  Trevise. 


No.  VIL 

SECTION    1. 

Extract  from   an   intercepted  despatch  of  Massena,   dated 
July  10,  1810. 
**  Generals  Romana  and  Carrera  have  gone  to  lord  Welling- 
ton's head-quarters,  hut  the  latter  has  not  ahandoned  his  Lines.'' 
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General  P.  Beyer  to  S.  Swarlz,  July  8,  1810. 
**  We  are  coreriog  the  siege  of  Ciodad  RodrigOy  a  place  Strang 
bj  its  positioa  and  works,  and  which  has  been  attacked  with  but 
little  method.  The  English  army  is  opposite  onm,  but,  for  good 
reasons,  does  not  move:  we  compose  the  corps  of  obseryatlon;  we 
are  on  the  look  out  for  them/' 

Extrait  du  Journal  du  C.  de  B.  Pekt,  premier  aide-de-camp 
du  marechal  prince  d^Essling* 
"1810.  5  Aoiit,  k  Ciudad  Rodrigo. — Le  capitaine  do  g4nie 
Boucherat  arrive  du  2*  corps ;  il  a  fait  la  campagne  du  Portugal, 
1 807.  Beaucoup  cvaai  avec  lui  sur  ce  pays.  II  a  fait  la  route  de 
Lisbonne  k  Almeyda  avec  M.  Mairet,  et  me  remet  un  itineraire 
qu'il  en  a  dress^.  II  pretend  ces  routes  tr^  difficiles ;  les  rivieres 
tris  encaiss^,  et  inabordable  sur  les  deux  rives  du  Mondego. 
CSeloi-ci  a  peu  d'eau,  doit  fttre  guiable  presque  partout ;  et  nne 
partie  de  ses  rives  bien  difficiles,  et  en  certains  endroits  il  n'j  a  pas 
plus  de  20  toises  de  largeur ;  un  seul  pont  sans  chemin  (je  crois  k 
Fomos;)  mais  la  riviire  n'est  pas  un  obstacle  aux  conunnnica- 
tions  des  deux  rives.  La  route  d'Idanha,  Castelbranco,  &c.  mau- 
vaise,  oependant  non  absolument  impracticable  a  des  piices  legeres* 
Tage,  tr^  escarp^,  rocailleux,  profond  jusqu'k  Abrantes  ***** 
Att  dessus  de  cette  ville,  ou  plut6t  au  confluent  du  Zesere,  le 
pays  devient  plat ;  le  lit  du  Tage  s*£largit ;  11  n'y  a  plus  que  des 
oollines  m^e  4loignies,  et  tout  est  iris  practicable.  Les  mon- 
tagnes  de  Santarem  sent  des  collines  peu  Sev^,  praticaUoi, 
accessibles  sur  leur  sommet,  peu  propres  a  itre  difendues  ce  qui 
est  commune  josqu'a  la  mer  pour  cellos  de  Montachique,  qui  sent 
des  plateaux  arrondis,  accessibles  k  toute  les  armes ;  et  on  pourraii 
marcher  ou  manoeuvrer  dans  toutes  les  directions.  J'ai  fait  eerier 
cet  itiniraire." 

''  1810.  7  Octobre,  k  Lsyria.— Caus£  avec  le  giniral  Loisoa 
des  position  de  Montachique,  ensuite  avec  le  prince." 

'M810.  9  Octobre,  k  Riomajor.  On  dit  que  Tennemi  se 
retranche  k  Alhandra  et  Bucellas.  Les  g^n^raux  Reynier  et  Foy 
out  une  carte  de  Riomajor  a  Lisbonne ;  espke  de  croquis  fait  k  la 
hkte,  d'apr^  de  boos  matiriaux,  mais  ou  la  figure  est  tris  mau- 
vaise.    Je  le  fais  copier." 
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8ECTI0N   3. 


A  Monsieur  le  marshal  prince  d^Ettling,    Sur  la  hauteur  en 
arrHre  de  Moira,  le  26  Septembre,  18I0»  d  10  heure  }. 

J'ai  Tbonnrar  de  Tons  adreaoer  one  lettre  que  je  riens  de  leee- 
▼oir  da  g^ral  Rejoier  et  copie  d'ane  r^ponee. 

VoQB  troaferei  igalement  ci-joint  one  lettre  dn  general  fUyiiier 
adress^e  k  voire  excellence. 

Je  vons  lenoaTeUe,  priAce»  raaeorance  de  ma  haote  oonaide- 
ration. 

(Signi)        Le  Ma&echal  Due  d*£lching£k. 

A  Monsieur  le  marichal  due  d^Elchingen.     St.  Antonio,  le 
26  Septembref  d  8  heure  du  matin. 

Depois  qae  le  broaillard  est  diBiip^,  on  apper9oit  snr  le  Sem 
au  dela  de  St.  AnUmio,  cinq  bataillone  Portugais  qni  ^toient  a 
mi-c6te  et  qai  sont  montte  snr  la  cr^te  k  mesure  que  le  brouillard 
•'est  Mairci.  II  y  a  de  pins  an  col  oik  paaee  le  chemin,  6  pieces 
de  canon  et  nn  d^tachement  d*infantrie  Anglaise,  et  a  nii-c6te  uoe 
ligne  de  tiraillenra  partie  Anglais  qui  s'^tend  depuia  le  chemin  qui 
monte  dn  village  de  Carvailba  k  ma  gaache,  jnsques  vis-a-via  des 
postee  dn  6*  corps,  on  Toit  des  troupes  sur  les  sommites  qui  font 
face  an  6^  corps ;  mab  comme  on  ne  les  apper9oit  que  de  reven, 
00  ne  peut  juger  de  leur  nombre. 

On  ne  pent  deviner  s'il  y  a  des  troupes  en  arri&re,  mais  d'apres 
Toi^ganisation  de  la  montagne  dont  les  crates  sont  etroites,  et  qui  a 
des  pontes  rapides  de  chaque  c6te,  il  ne  doit  pas  avoir  de  terraiD 
pour  J  placer  de  fortes  reserves  et  manoeuvres.  Cela  me  parait 
une  arri^re  garde,  mais  la  position  est  forte,  et  il  faut  faiie  des 
dispositions  pour  I'attaquer  avec  succ^s.  J*attends  des  nouvelles 
de  ce  que  Tennemi  fait  devant  vous  pour  faire  aucun  mouvement; 
si  vous  jugez  que  c'est  une  arri^re  garde  et  que  vous  Tattaqulez, 
j'attaquerai  aussi.  Si  vous  jugez  convenable  d'attendre  les  ordres 
de  Monsieur  le  marshal  prince  d'Essling,  j'attendrai  aussi,  comme 
je  pense  qu'il  viendra  vers  votre  corps,  je  vous  prie  de  lui  &ire 
parvenir  le  rapport  ci-joint  avec  les  v6tres. 

J*ai  I'bonneur  de  vous  prier,  Monsieur  le  marshal,  d*agreer 
rhommage  de  mon  respect. 

(Signe)  R£YKi£]i. 
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A  M&nsieur  le  Giniral  Reymer.    Sur  la  hauteur  en  arrUre 
de  Moira,  le  26  Sepiembre  1810,  d  10  heures  i  du  matin. 

Je  169018  a  FiDBtant,  mon  cber  ginira),  votre  lettre  de  ce  jour. 
Je  pense  qa'une  grande  partie  de  Pannee  Anglo-Portugaise  a 
passe  la  nuit  snr  la  cr^te  des  montagnes  qui  domine  toute  la 
▼all^  de  Moira.  Un  paysan  dlt  qu'il  existe  de  I'autre  c6t4  de  ces 
montagnes  une  plaine  assez  belle  d'une  demi-lieue  d*4tendue,  et 
tr^  garnie  d'OIiviera.  Depuis  ce  matin,  I'ennemi  marche  par 
sa  gauche,  et  semble  diriger  ses  colonnes  principales  sur  la  route 
d'Oporto ;  cependant  il  tient  encore  assez  de  monde  k  la  droite  da 
pare  que  couvre  le  couvent  des  minimes  nomm^  Sako ;  et  il  montre 
une  12°**  de  pieces  d'artillerie.  Le  chemin  de  Goimbre  passe  tr^ 
pr^  de  ce  couvent. 

J'ai  envoj^  ce  matin  un  de  mes  aides-de-camp  au  prince 
d*Ess]ing  pour  lui  dire  que  nous  sommes  en  presence,  et  qu'il 
serait  n^cessaire  qu*il  arriv&t  pour  prendre  un  parti.  Si  j'avais  le 
commandement,  j'attaquerais  sans  h4siter  un  seul  instant ;  mais  je 
crois,  mon  cber  general,  que  vous  ne  pouvez  rien  compromettre 
en  Tous  ^cbelonnant  sur  la  droite  de  I'ennemi ;  et  en  poussant  ses 
avant-postes,  car  c'est  v4ritablement  par  ce  point  qu'il  faudrait  le 
forcer  k  faire  sa  retraite. 

Je  vous  renouvelle,  &c. 
(Sign4)  Le  Mareciial  Due  d'Elchingen. 


SECTION  4. 

A  Monsieur  le  marichal  prince  d'Esslhtg^  Comfnandant-en- 
cheff  Varm^e  de  Portugal,  PariSf  le  4  Decembre,  1810, 

Monsieur  le  prince  d'Essling,  le  general  Foy  que  reus  avez 
exp^i4  est  arrivi  &  Paris  le  22  Novembre ;  il  a  fait  connaitre  k 
sa  majesty  et  dans  le  plus  grand  detail  ce  qui  s'est  pass^  et  votre 
situation. 

Dhu  le  4  Novembre  le  g^n^ral  Gardanne  ^tait  en  avant 
d' Almeida  avec  un  corps  de  6,000  hommes.  Le  compte  d'Erlon 
avec  les  divisions  ClaparMe,  Conronx,  et  la  division  Foumier  a 
d(i  se  tronver  k  Guarda  vers  le  20  Novembre. 

L'Empereur,  prince,  a  vu  par  les  joumanx  Anglais,  que  vous 
aviez  ^tabli  des  ponts  sur  le  Tage  et  que  vous  en  avez  un  sur  le 
Zizire,  difendu  sur  les  deux  rives  par  de  fortes  t^tes  de  pent. 
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Sa  majesty  penie  que  toos  derai  toos  ratraacber  dans  la  pootian, 
que  roas  oocapez  derant  rennemi;  qo'Abrant^  ae  tnniTaiit  i 
800  toiaes  da  Tage,  voua  ]*aarea  imAi  de  «m  pont  at  bloqu^  poor 
en  (aire  le  aiige.  UEmpereur  voua  recommande  d'etablir  deux 
ponU  aur  lo  Z4zirey  de  d^feodre  cea  ponta  par  dee  oavxages  ood- 
aidirablef ,  comma  ceux  do  Spiu  devant  Vienna.  Votre  ligne 
d*op£rationa  et  de  communications  devant  4tre  4tablie  par  la  route 
de  Garda^  partant  du  Z6zire»  pawant  par  Cardigoa,  aniTant  la 
crite  dea  montagnee  par  Campiaba  et  fielmonle,  Tooa  aniei 
toujonra  la  route  de  Caatelbranco  et  Salvatera  pour  fiure  des 
vivrea. 

Je  viens  de  donner  de  nouTean  I'ordre  d^ja  rtitirei  plnaiean 
fois  Bu  due  de  Da1matie»  d'envojer  le  5"*'  corps  anr  le  Tage  entre 
Montalveo  et  ViUaflofy  pour  faire  sa  jonction  avec  voua.  L'£m- 
pereur  croit  qa'il  serait  n^cessaire  de  a'emparer  d'Alcantara,  de 
fortifier  et  de  consolider  toua  les  ponta  sur  le  Z^zere  et  aur  le 
Tage,  d*assurer  toutea  vos  communicationa  en  aaiaaiasant  les 
points  favorables  que  peuvent  offrir  les  locality  pour  fortifier  de 
petites  positions ;  des  ch&teanx  on  maisons  qui,  occup^  par  p«i 
de  troupes,  soient  k  I'abri  des  incursions  des  milices. 

Vous  sentirez,  Monsieur  le  Prince  d'Esaling,  Tavantage  de 
r^lariser  ainsi  la  guerre,  ce  qui  70us  mettra  a  meme  de 
profiter  de  la  reunion  de  toua  les  corps  qui  ront  voua  renforcer, 
pour  marcher  sur  lord  Wellington  et  attaquer  la  gauche  de  aa 
position,  soit  pour  Tobliger  k  se  rembarquer  en  marcbant  sur  la 
rive  gauche  du  Tage,  ou  enfin,  ai  toua  ces  moyens  ne  r^ussiasaient 
pas,  vous  serez  en  mesure  de  rester  en  position  pendant  lea  mms 
de  D^embre  et  de  Janvier,  en  vous  occupant  d'organiaer  vos 
vivres  et  de  bien  ^tablir  vos  communicationa  avec  Madrid  at 
Almeyda. 

L'arm^  du  centre  qui  est  a  Madrid,  ajant  des  detechenMnts 
aur  Placentia,  vos  communicationa  avec  cette  ciyitale  ne  sont  pas 
difficilea. 

Deux  milliona  500  mille  francs  destin^  k  la  aolde  de  votre 
arm^  sont  deja  a  Valladolid ;  deux  autre  milliona  partent  en  oe 
moment  de  Bayonne.  Ainsi  votre  armfe  sera  dans  use  bonne 
aituation. 

Votre  position  deviendra  tres  embarrassattte  pour  lea  Anglais, 
qui,  ind^pendamment  d^une  consommation  ^norme  dlMMomeaet 
d'argent,  se  tronveront  engages  dans  une  guerre  de  sjst^me,  et 
ajant  toujours  une  immensite  de  batimens  k  la  mer  pour  leur 
rembarquement     II   faut  done.  Prince,  travailler  sans  cesse  a 
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mius  fortifier  yifl-a-Tis  de  la  position  dee  esnemis,  et  pooroir 
garder  la  voire  avec  moins  de  monde ;  ce  qui  rendra  une  partie 
de  Totre  armee  mobile  et  raaa  niettra  a  m^me  de  faire  des  incur- 
siona  dans  le  pays. 

Voos  trouverez  ci-joint  des  moniteurs  qui  donnent  des  Bouvelles 
de  Portogaly  parrenues  par  la  vole  de  TAngfleterre,  dat^s  du 
12  Norembre. 

Le  Prince  de  Wagram  et  de  Neoch&tel, 
Major-G6n4ral, 
(Signi)  Alexandre. 

SECTIOK  5. 

A  Monsieur  le  marichal  prince  cTEsslingj  Comrnandant'en" 

chef,  larmie  de  Portugal,  Paris,  le  22  Decembre,  1810. 

Je  V0U8  expidie,  Prince,  le  gininl  Foy  que  TEniperear  a 
nomm^  gin^ral  de  division ;  je  vous  envoie  les  moniteurs ;  vous 
y  verrez  que  nous  apprenons  par  les  nouvelles  d'Angleterre  qu*au 
1  Decembre,  vous  vous  fortifiez  dans  votre  position  de  San- 
tarem. 

L'Empereur  met  la  plus  grande  importance  k  oe  que  vous 
teniez  constamment  en  fehec  les  Anglais,  a  ce  que  vous  ayez  des 
ponts  sur  le  Zez^re  et  sur  le  Tage;  la  saison  va  devenir  bonne 
pour  les  operations  militaires,  et  vous  aurez  le  moyen  de  haroeler 
les  Anglais  et  de  leur  faire  ^prouver  joumellement  des  pertes. 
Par  les  noavellea  des  jonmaux  Anglais,  il  parait  qu'il  y  a  beau- 
coup  de  malades  dana  lenr  arm^e,  ils  ne  comptent  que 

27  k  28  mille  hommes  sous  les  armes  et  nn  effiectif  de  31  milks, 
y  compris  la  cavalerie  et  I'artiUerie.  La  situation  de  Tarm^ 
Anglaise  en  Portugal  tient  Londres  dans  une  angoise  continnelle, 
et  I'Empereur  regarde  comme  nn  grand  avantage  de  tenir  les 
Anglais  en  ^hec,  de  les  attirer  et  de  leur  faire  perdre  du  monde 
dans  les  aftdres  d'avant-gardes,  juaqu'^  ce  que  vous  soyez  a 
Bi4me  de  les  engager  dans  une  a&ire  gdntode.  Je  r^t^  encore 
an  marshal  due  de  Trivise  Tordre  de  marcher  sor  le  Tage  avec 
le  6"'«  corps. 

Le  comte  d*Er]on,  qui  rennit  son  corps  k  Cindad-Rodrigo, 
va  profiler  de  oe  moment  o«!k  les  plniea  cessenl  pour  reprendre 
Toftnsive  et  battre  tons  ces  corps  de  maovaises  troupes  que  so 
trouvent  sur  vos  communications  et  sur  vos  flancs. 

Vos  ponts  itant  bien  assur^  sur  le  Zez^,  la  ligne  de  vos 
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operations  la  plot  naturalle  parait  devdr  Atre  par  la  nwe  gauche  da 
cette  riviire. 

Le  gin^ral  F07,  k  qui  rEmperaor  a  parM  longtempa,  toqs  don* 
uera  plus  de  ditaila. 

Le  Prince  de  Wagram  et  de  Neacb&tel» 
Major-G^n^ral^ 
(Sign^)  Alexamdrb. 

8ICT10H  6* 

A    Mcniieur    U    marfchal   cTEuling^    Cammandant-en-chef, 
tamUe  de  Portugal y  Paris,  ie  16  Janvier,  1811. 

Je  voua  prMena,  Prince,  que  par  d^cret  impMal,  en  date  du 
15  de  ce  mois,  TEmperear  k  fortni  une  armfe  dn  Noid  de 
TEapegne,  dont  le  commandement  eat  oonM  k  Monaiettr  le 
mar4chal  due  d'latrie  qui  va  ^tablir  eon  qnartier  g^n^nd  k  Burgoa. 

Uanonditaement  de  I'annte  du  Nord  de  TEepagne  eat  com* 
poai: — 

P.  De  la  Navarre  fonnant  le  3*  gouTemement  de  I'Eapagne. 

2^,  Des  trois  prorinoea  de  la  Biacaje  et  de  la  prorince  de  San- 
tender,  formant  le  4*  gouTemement. 

d9,  De  la  province  des  Asturies. 

4^.  Des  proTinces  de  Burgos,  Aranda,  et  Sorm,  fonnant  le 
5e  gouvemement. 

6^.  Des  prorinoes  de  Paleneia,  VaDadolld,  Leon»  Benevente, 
Toro,  et  Zamore,  fonnant  le  6*  gouvemement. 

6^.  De  la  province  de  Salamanque. 

Ainsi  cet  arrondissement  comprend  tout  le  pajs  oocupi  par 
les  troupes  Fran^aises  entre  la  mer,  la  France,  le  Portugal,  et 
lea  limites  de  I'anondissenient  des  annte  du  centre  et  de  TAr* 
ragon* 

Cette  disposition,  en  oentralisant  le  pourvoir,  va  donner  de 
rensenUe  et  une  nonvelle  impulsion  d'aetiviti  aux  op4ratioiis 
dans  toutes  les  provinces  du  Noid  de  TEspagne ;  et  Monsieur  le 
marshal  due  d*Istrie  mettra  un  soin  particulier  k  maintttiir  les 
communications  entre  Valladolid,  Salamanque,  et  Almeida. 

Je  vous  engage,  Prince,  a  corre^ndre  avec  Monsiear  k 
marshal  due  d'lstrie  toutes  les  fois  que  vous  le  jngeres  utile 
au  service. 

D'apres  les  ordres  de  TEmpereur  je  pr^viens  Honsimir  le  due 
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dlstrie  qae  dans  des  circonstances  imprlvtieB,  il  doit  appuyer 
rarmfe  de  Portagal  et  Itti  porter  da  secours;  je  le  pr^viens  aassi 
4)ae  le  9"^  corps  d'arm^e  serait  sous  ses  ordres  dans  le  cas  ou  ce 
corps  rentrerait  en  Espagne. 

Le  Prince  de  Wagram  et  de  Neuchlltel, 
Major-Qin&ttl, 
(Sign^)  Alexandre. 

SECTION   7. 

A   Monsieur  le  marichal  due  de   Dalmatief    Parte,  le  24 
Janvier  y  1811. 

Vous  verrez  par  le  moniteur  d'hier.  Monsieur  le  due  de  Dal- 
niatie,  que  les  arm^  de  Portugal  ^taient  k  la  fin  de  Tann^e  der- 
nl^re  dans  la  m^me  position.  L'Empereur  me  charge  de  vous 
renoureller  Tordre  de  vous  porter  an  secours  da  prince  d'Essling, 
qui  est  toujours  &  Santarem ;  il  a  plusieurs  ponts  sur  le  Z^re, 
et  il  attend  que  les  eaux  soient  diminu4es  pour  en  jetter  un  sur  le 
Tage.  II  parait  certain  que  le  9"*^  corps  a  opM  sa  jonction  avec 
lui  par  le  Nord,  c'est-&-dire,  par  Almeyda. 

L'Empereur  esp^e  que  le  prince  cFEssling  aurajetU  unpont 
sur  le  Tage ;  ce  que  lui  donnera  des  viyres, 

Les  corps  insurg&i  de  Valence  et  de  Murcie  Yont  se  trouver 
occup^  par  le  corps  du  g^^ral  Suchet,  auasitdt  que  IWragone 
sera  tomU  entre  nos  mains,  comme  Ta  fait  la  place  de  Tortose ; 
alors  Sa  Majesty  pense  que  le  >5""^  corps  et  une  partie  du  4™^ 
pourront  se  porter  au  secours  du  prince  d'Essling. 

Le  Ma^r-General, 
(Sign^)  Alexandre. 

SECTION   8. 

A  Monsieur  le  marichal  prince  d'Essling^  Paris,  le  26  Janvier, 
'  1811. 

Je  vous  pr4viens,  prince,  que  Monsieur  le  marshal  due  de 
Dalmatie  s'est  mis  en  marche  dans  les  premiers  jours  de  Janrier 
avec  le  5"**  corps  d*arm^,  on  corps  de  cavalerie,  et  un  Equipage 
de  si^  pour  se  porter  sur  Badajos  et  faire  le  si^e  de  cette  place. 
Ces  troupes  ont  6A.  arriver  le  10  de  ce  mois  devant  Badajoz;  je 
mande  an  due  de  Dalmatie  qu*apr^  la  prise  de  cette  place  il  doit 
VOL.  III.  2  S 
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M  porter  MiM  perder  de  lems  Bar  le  Tag«  av#c  mm  ^iiipag<e  de 
■i^  pour  Toot  doimer  les  moyens  d'assi^er  et  de  prHidre 
khnnth. 

Le  Prince  de  Wagnun  et  de  Neoefa&tal, 
Major-GeD^r&l, 
(Slg^i)  Alexandre. 


SECTION  9. 

Au  Prince  de  Wagrmm  et  de  Neuchdtely  majer-gMral^  Parity 
keFevrier,  1811.^ 
Mon  ooufiiiy  je  penie  que  vons  devex  enrojer  le  moniteiir 
d'ai^jourdliui  aa  due  de  Ddmatie,  au  due  de  Tr^riae.  an  gbikinl 
Belliard,  au  due  d'Istrie,  aux  commandanB  de  Cuidad  Rodrigo  et 
d'Almeida,  aux  giniral  Thiiliaut,  et  aux  g^eraux  Donenne, 
Cafarelli,  et  Reille.  Ecrivex  au  due  d'Istrie  en  lui  enyoyant  le 
moniteur,  pour  lui  annoncer  qu*il  y  trouvera  les  demi^rea  noaTellei 
du  Portugal,  qui  paraiaaent  kre  du  13 ;  que  tout  parait  prendre 
une  couleur  avantageuae ;  que  si  Badajos  a  itt  pris  dans  le  coorant 
de  Janvier,  le  due  de  Dalmatie  apd  se  porter  sur  le  Tage,  et 
faciliter  VetablUsement  du  pont  au  prince  tTEssUng :  qo'il 
derient  done  tr^  important  de  faire  toutes  les  dispositions  que  j  n 
ordonn^es  afin  que  le  g^niral  Drouet  avec  ses  deux  divisions  puisBe 
^tre  tout  entier  k  la  disposition  du  prince  d'Essling.  EcriTez  en 
m^me  terns  au  due  de  Dalmatie  pour  lui  faire  connattre  la  situa- 
tion du  due  d'Istrie^  et  lui  r^itirer  Tordre  de  /avoriser  le  prince 
d'Essling  pour  son  passage  du  Tage ;  que  j'esp^re  que  Badajoz 
aura  M  pris  dans  le  coorant  de  Janvier ;  et  que  vera  le  20  Jan- 
vier sajonction  aura  eu  lieu  sur  le  Tage,  avec  le  prince  d'Esslii^; 
qu'il  peut,  si  cela  est  n^cessaire,  retirer  des  troupes  du  4"*^  corps; 
gu*enfin  tout  est  sur  le  Tage.  Sur  ce  je  prie  Dieu,  mon  cousin, 
qu'il  vous  ait  dans  sa  sainte  et  digne  garde. 

(Sign^)  Napoleon. 

P.S.   Je  V0U3  renvoie  votre  lettre  au  due  d*Istrie,  faites  le 
partir. 
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SECTION  10. 

A  Monsieur  le  marichal  prince  (TEsshng,    Cammandani-en" 
chef  TarmSe  de  Portugal^  PariSf  le  7  Fevrier,  1811. 

Je  TouB  envoie,  prince,  le  moniteur  da  6,  vous  y  trouirerez  les 
denu^res  nouvelles  que  nous  avons  do  Portugal ;  elles  vont  jusqu' 
au  13  Janvier,  et  annoncent  que  tout  prend  une  tournure  avan- 
tageuse.  Si  Badajoz  a  iti  pris  dans  le  courant  de  Janvier^ 
comme  cela  est  probable,  le  due  de  Dalmatie  aura  pu  /aire 
marcher  des  troupes  sur  le  Tage,  et  vous  fadliter  Vetablissement 
dCun  pont,  Je  lui  en  ai  donn^  et  je  lui  en  r6it^re  Tordre  ;  TEin- 
pereur  esp^re  que  la  jonction  des  troupes  de  ce  marichal  a  eu 
lieu  maintenant  avec  vous  sur  le  Tage. 

Les  deux  divisions  d*infanterie  da  corps  du  gin^ral  Drouet, 
Tont  rester  enti^rement  a  votre  disposition  d'apr^  les  ordres  que 
je  donne  a  Monsieur  le  marshal  due  d*Istrie,  commandant  en 
chef  Tarmfo  du  nord  de  I'Espagne ;  je  lui  mande  de  porter  son 
quartier  general  k  Valladolid,  d*4tablir  des  corps  nombreux  de 
cavalerie  dans  la  province  de  Salamanqae  afin  d'assurer  d'une 
mani^re  joumali^re  sure  et  rapide  la  correspondance  entre  Almeyda, 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  et  Valladolid,  et  nous  envoyer  promptement  toutes 
les  nouvelles  qui  pourront  parvenir  a  Tarmee  de  Portugal. 

Je  lui  prescris  de  tenir  a  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  un  corps  de  6,000 
hommes  qui  puisse  Eloigner  toute  esp^e  de  troupe  ennemie  de 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  et  d' Almeida,  faire  memo  des  incursions  sur 
P.inhel  et  Guarda,  emp^her  quil  se  forme  aucun  rassemblement 
sur  lesderri^res  du  9"*^  corps,  et  presenter  des  dispositions  offensives 
sur  cette  frontiire  du  Portugal. 

De  r^unir  une  forte  brigade  de  la  garde  imp4riale  vers  Zamora 
d'oji  elle  sera  a  port^  de  soutenir  le  corps  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  et 
oti  elle  se  trouvera  d*ailleurs  dans  une  position  avanc^  pour  agir 
suivant  les  circonstances. 

De  riunir  une  autre  forte  brigade  de  la  garde  a  Valladolid  oh 
elle  sera  en  mesure  d'appuyer  la  premiere  ;  et  de  rcunir  le  reste 
de  la-garde  dans  le  gouvemement  de  Burgos. 

Par  ces  dispositions,  prince,  les  deux  divisions  d'infanterie  du 
9"*  corps,  seront  enti^rement  a  votre  disposition,  et  avec  ce  secours 
vous  serez  en  mesure  de  tenir  longtems  la  position  que  vous  occu- 
pez ;  de  vous  porter  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Tage ;  ou  enfin  d'agir 
comme  vous  le  jugerez  convenable  sans  avoir  aucune  inquietude 
sur  le  nord  de  r£spagne,  puisque  le  due  d'Istrie  sera  k  port^  de 
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marcher  sur  Almeyda  et  Ciudad  Rodrigo  et  mtoe  sur  Madrid,  si 
des  circonstanoes  inattendues  le  rendaieot  n^cesaaire. 

D^  que  le  due  d'Istrie  aura  iatt  sea  dispositions  il  eaTerra  on 
oflkier  an  g^n^ral  Drouet,  pour  Ten  instmire  et  lui  fiiire  connoltre 
qu'il  pent  rester  en  entier  pour  yous  renforcer. 

Le  g^n^ral  Foy  a  dd  partir  Ters  le  29  Janvier  de  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo, avec  4  bataillons  et  300  homines  de  cavalerie  pour  toiis 
rejoindre. 

Ls  Prince  de  Wagram  et  de  Neuchfttel, 
Major  G^niral, 
(Signi)  Alexakdbb. 


SICTIOM    11. 

A  Bicniieur  U  marichal  due  d'htrie,   Ouarda^   le  29  Mart, 

1811. 

Mon  cher  Mar^chal,  vous  aurez  appris  notre  arrivee  aux  fron- 
ti^res  du  Portugal,  Tarmee  se  trouve  dans  un  pays  ahsolument 
ruin^;  et  avec  toute  ma  volonti  et  la  patience  de  Tarm^e,  je 
crains  de  n'y  pouvoir  tenir  8  jours,  et  je  me  verrai  forc£  de  rentier 
en  Espagne. 

J'icris  a  M.  le  Cte  d'Erlon  pour  qu'il  fasse  approyisionner 
Almeyda  et  Rodrigo;  ces  deux  places  n*auraient  jamais  dd 
cesser  d'avoir  pour  3  mois  de  vivres  aux  quels  on  n'aurait  pas  dii 
toucher  sous  aucon  pr^texte ;  et  ma  surprise  est  extr^e  d  ap- 
prendre  qu'il  ny  a  que  pour  10  jours  de  vivres  a  Almeyda.  Je  lui 
feris  aussi  de  prendre  une  position  entre  Rodrigo  et  Almeyda, 
avec  see  deux  divisions;  vous  sentez  combien  il  est  n^ceasaire, 
qu'il  se  place  a  port^  de  marcher  au  secours  d* Almeyda. 

Si  je  trouvais  des  vivres,  je  ne  quitterais  pas  les  firooti^res 
d'Espagne  et  du  Portugal,  mais  comma  je  vous  Tai  dit,  je  ne  vots 
gu^re  la  possibility  d'y  rester. 

(Signi)  Le  Prince  d*Essliho. 


SECTION   12. 

A  Monsieur  le  mar^chal  due  d^Istrie^  Alfayates,  le  2  Avrily 

1811. 
Mon  cher  Mar^hal^  le  pays  que  Tarm^e  occupe  ne  pouvant  en 
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aucune  roani^re  le  ikire  vivre,  je  me  vois  forc^  de  la  faire  rentrer 
en  Espagne.  Voici  les  cantonnemente  que  je  lui  ai  assign^s  et 
I'itineraire  de  marche  de  chaque  corps  d'arm^ 

(Signe)  Le  Prince  d'Essling. 


SECTION   13. 

A   Monsieur  le  marSchal  due  d'Istrie,    Rodrigo,  le  5  Avril^ 

1811. 

If  on  cher  Marshal,  je  suis  arriv^  avec  toute  Tarmee  sur 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  mes  troupes  depois  plosieurs  jours  sent  sans 
pain ;  et  je  suis  oblig^  de  faire  prendre  sur  les  approvisionnements 
de  Rodrigo  200  mille  rations  de  biscnUy  que  je  tous  prie  d'ordon- 
ner  de  remplacer  avec  les  ressources  qui  peuvent  se  trouyer  k 
Salamanque  et  Valladolid.  Nous  partirons  ensnite  pour  les  caa- 
tonnements  que  j'ai  eo  soin  de  vous  faire  connaitre.  J'esp^re  qae 
vous  aurez  bien  voulu  iaire  donner  des  ordres  aux  intendans  de 
province,  d'y  faire  preparer  des  vivres,  seul  moyen  d'y  iaire 
mainteoir  Tordre. 

Je  compte  sejoumer  3  a  4  jours  ici  pour  voir  si  Tennemi  ne 
s'approacberait  pas  des  places. 

(Sign^)  Le  Prince  d*£ssling. 

SECTION    14. 

A  Monsieur  le  marshal  due  d'Isirie,  Salamanque^  le  15 
Avrii,  1811. 
Mon  cher  Marechal,  ma  position  devient  toujours  plus  allar- 
mante;  les  places  appellent  des  secours;  je  ne  re9ois  pas  de 
rinses  de  vous  k  aucune  de  mes  demandes ;  et  si  oet  ^t  de 
chose  se  prolonge,  je  serai  iorci  de  faire  prendre  k  Tarm^  des 
cantonnements  oti  elle  puisse  vivre,  et  d'abandonner  les  places 
que  je  ne  suis  pas  cbarg^  de  difendre  et  encore  bien  moins  d'ap- 
provisionner,  mes  troupes  manquant  absolument  de  vivres. 

(Sign^)  Le  Prince  d'Essling. 
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SECTION    15. 

A  Monsieur  lemarichalducd'Iitrie^  Paris f  le  3  Avril,  1811. 
Le  g^n^ral  Foy  est  arriv6,  Monsieur  le  marichal  due  dlfltrie, 
ainsi  que  les  deux  aides-de-camp  du  marcchal  prince  d'Basling, 
le  capitaine  Porcher,  et  le  chef  d*escadron  Pelet.  II  pandt  qoele 
prince  d'Essling  avec  son  corps  d*ann^  prend  position  a  Gnarda, 
Belmonte,  et  Alfayates.  Ainsi  il  prot^pe  Gndad  Rodxi^j 
Almeyda,  Madrid  et  FAndalonsie.  Ses  commontcations  doiTent 
s*4tablir  facilement  avec  Tarm^  da  midl  par  Alcantara  et  Badajos. 
Si  ce  qu'on  ne  pr^voit  pas,  le  prince  d'Essling  itoit  vivement 
attaqui  par  Tarmie  Anglaise,  Tempereur  pense  que  vaus  paurriez 
U  soutenir  avec  une  \5me  de  milles  hommes.  L'aim^  da 
centre  doit  avoir  poussi  an  corps  sar  Alcantanu  L'arm^  do 
midi  sera  renforc^  par  ce  qae  vous  aarez  d^ja  fait  partir,  et 
d'apris  le  prince  d'Essling,  elk  ya  se  troarer  asses  forte  poor  ne 

rien  craindre  de  TennemL 

(Le  reste  est  sans  interte.) 

Le  Major-G4n^ral, 
(Signi)  Alexakdr£. 

SECTION   16. 

A  Monsieur  le  marichalduc  d^Istrie,  SalanuMgue^  U  \7  Awrii, 

181L 

MON    CHER  MARECHALy 

Le  gin^ral  Reynaud,  commandant  sup^rieor  a  Rodiigo,  ainsi 
que  le  g^n^ral  Marchand,  qui  est  avec  sa  division  antoar  de 
cette  place,  me  rendent  compte  que  2  divisions  Portogaises 
avec  une  division  Anglaise  ont  pris  position  aax  environs 
d'Almeyda.  Quoique  cette  place  ait  encore  des  vivres  poor 
une  20°*  de  jours,  et  que  les  Anglais  et  les  Portugais  meurent  de 
faim  dans  leurs  positions,  il  fant  faire  des  dispositions  poor  les 
chasser  ao  delk  de  la  Coa,  et  pour  ravitailler  cette  place.  Je  vtM» 
propose  en  cons^uence,  mon  cber  marechul,  de  mettre  a  ma  dis- 
position 12  k  1 500  chevaux,  ceux  de  Tarmte  de  Portugal  n'etant  en  . 
^tat  de  rendre  aucun  service ;  je  vous  demande  de  plos  one  divi- 
sion d'infanterie  pour  placer  en  r^erve.  Vers  le  24  ou  le  29,  ces 
forces  se  joindront  aux  6  divisions  que  je  compte  rennir  de  rarmee 
de  Portugal  pour  attaquer  rennemi,  s'il  nous  attend  dans  ses 
positions  et  le  chasser  au  dela  de  la  Coa.  II  est  impossible  de 
faire  faire  le  moindre  mouvement  a  toutes  ces  troupes,  du  moins 
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a  celles  de  Tarmee  de  Portagal  pour  attaquer  rennemi ;  si  on  ne 
peat  leur  fiEdre  distribuer  pour  10  jours  de  biscuit  et  avoir  de  Teau 
de  Tie  a  la  suit  de  Tannie.  Je  vous  demande  encore  15  k  18 
pik»s  d'artillerie  bien  attel^s,  celles  k  mes  ordres  itant  hors  d'itat 
de  marcher.  Avec  ces  moyens,  nul  doute  que  I'ennemi  ne  soit 
d^post6  et  chassi  hors  des  fronti^res  de  TEspagne  et  an  delk  de  la 
Coa.  Mon  chcr  mar6chal,  je  vis  ici  au  jour  de  jour ;  je  suis  sans 
le  sol,  Tous  pouvez  tout ;  il  faut  done  nous  envojer  du  biscuit,  de 
Teau  de  vie,  du  pain  et  de  Torge.  Ce  sera  avec  ces  moyens  que 
nous  pourrons  manceuvrer.  II  ne  faut  pas  perdre  un  instant.  II 
est  tr^  urgent  de  marcher  au  secours  d*Almeyda.  C'est  k  vous  a 
donner  vos  ordres ;  et  vous  me  trouveres  port^  de  la  meilleure 
volenti  k  faire  tout  ce  qui  sera  convenable  aux  intirdts  de  S.  M. 
(Sign^)  Le  Prince  d'Essling. 

SECTION    17. 

A   Monsieur  le  marichal  due  (Tlstrie^  Salamanque,   le  22 
AvrU,  1811. 

MON   CHER    MARECHAL, 

J'ai  recu  votre  d^p^che.  Toutes  vos  promesses  de  vous 
r^unir  k  moi  s'^vanouissent  done  dans  le  moment  oii  j'en  ai 
besoin ;  ravitailler  Almeida  et  Rodrigo  est  la  1"  operation  et 
la  seule  qui  peut  nous  donner  la  faculty  de  rendre  I'armle  de 
Portugal  disponible,  lorsqu'on  n'aura  plus  rien  k  craindre  sur 
le  sort  des  places.  En  y  jettant  pour  3  k  4  mois  de  vivres,  on 
peut  ensuite  ^tablir  plusieurs  colonnes  mobiles ;  on  peut  envoyer 
des  troupes  a  Avila  et  S^govie ;  on  peut  au  besoin  appuyer  le 
mouvement  de  Tarmee  d*Andalousie.  Mais  ne  serait  il  pas  hon- 
teux  de  laisser  rendre  une  place  faute  de  vivres,  en  pr^ence  de 
deux  mar^haux  de  I'Empire?  Je  vous  ai  d^a  pr^venu  de  la 
nullit^  de  ma  cavalerie,  de  rimpossibilite  oii  se  trouvent  les  chevaux 
d'artillerie  de  rendre  aucun  service.  Vous  savez  aussi  que  je  dois 
envoyer  le  9nie  corps  en  Andalousie  ;  je  voulais  aussi  le  faire  con- 
courir  avant  son  depart  au  ravitaillement  des  places.  Pouvez 
vous,  mon  cher  marshal,  balancer  un  seul  instant  a  m'envoyer 
de  la  cavalerie,  et  des  attelages  d'artillerie,  si  vous  voulez  garder 
votre  materiel  ?  Ne  vous  ai-je  pas  prevenu  que  je  commencerais 
mon  mouvement  le  26  ?  et  vous  paraissez  attendre  le  (22)  une 
seconde  demande  de  ma  part.  Vous  le  savez  aussi  bien  que  moi, 
perdre  un  ou  deux  jours  a  la  guerre  est  beaucoup;  et  ce  delai 
peut  avoir  des  suites  facheuses  qu'on  ne  repare  plus. 
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Qaaad  ja  vousai  dit  qne  je  ne  r^onenuqae  6  divisioiift;  c'toit 
poar  ne  iptm  toot  diganiir  dts  points  importuu  oocnp^  par  1« 
corps  d'annie ;  mais  do  la  caralerie  et  do  rardllerio  sont  on  socoqib 
dont  je  ne  pais  me  passer*  Je  toos  prie  en  oaiia6|tienoe,  mon 
cher  marfchal,  de  me  faire  arrirer  da  la  cavalerie  et  dea  attelsges 
d'artiUerie  k  marches  forc^.  Reflechissef  qn'ime  fbis  lea  places 
rtepprorisionn^,  je  pourrai  disposer  des  f  de  Tarm^,  et  qne 
oette  operation  passe  avant  tout. 

£n  m'offirant  de  nous  envoyer  les  attelages  poor  16  pieces,  toos 
aurez  bien  entendot  sans  donte,  mon  cher  marfcbal  j  comprendra 
ceux  nicessaires  poor  les  caissons  des  pieces. 

(Sigiii)  Lb  Princb  d'Esslikg. 


SECTION   18. 

A   Monsieur  U  marichal  due  d*Iiirie,  Salamanquey  le  24 
Avril,  181 L 

MON   CHER    MABBCHAL, 

Je  me  rends  domain  k  Ciadad  Rodrigo,  oik  toute  Tann^ 
sera  r4nnie  le  26.  Le  ravitaillement  de  la  place  d' Almeida 
est  du  plus  haut  int^r^t  pour  les  armes  de  S.  M. ;  et  il  eat 
M  bien  k  d^irer  que  les  secours  que  j'ai  en  lliooneor  de 
vous  demander  nous  eussent  M  euToyes.  L'ennemi  parait  avoir 
de  20  k  29  mille  bommes  autour  de  cette  place.  Vous  dire  que  je 
n'aurai  en  cavalerie  que  15  k  1800  hommes,  et  seukment  20 
pi^es  de  canon  pour  toute  Tarm^e,  c'est  toub  faire  eentir,  mon 
cher  marichal,  combien  votre  secours  m*eat  ^t^  n^oessaire  an 
moins  sous  deux  rapports,  pour  votre  arm^  m^me  et  pour  la 
tranquillity  du  nord  de  TEspagne.  Je  n'ai  pas  manage  mea  in- 
stances aupr^  de  vous.  Si  mes  efforts  n'^taient  pas  heureux; 
votre  d^vouement  pour  le  service  de  TEmpereur,  vous  ferait  cer- 
tainement  regretter  de  ne  pas  les  avoir  second^  avec  les  moyens 
que  vous  m'aviez  fait  esp^rer,  avant  que  j'en  eusse  besoin. 

(Sigu^)  Le  Prince  d'Essling. 

SECTION    19. 

A  Monsieur  Umarechal  due  d*Istrief  Rodrigo,  /e29ilvrt/,l81L 

MON    CHER    MARECBAL, 

Vos  lettres  sont  inconcevables.  Dans  celle  du  20,  vous  me 
dites  que  vous  ne  pouvez  me  donner  aucun  secours.     Par  celle 
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dn  22,  voQS  me  dites  qae  le  25  on  le  26  voufl  me  joindfez 
partout  ott  je  serai,  et  que  la  t^te  de  TOtre  colonne  arrivera  a  Sala-* 
manqoe  le  26.  Par  celle  qne  je  refois  k  Tiiistant,  yoos  me  dites, 
que  Totre  cavalerie  et  votre  artillerie  se  trouvent  encore  le  27  k 
une  joumie  en  arriere  de  Salamanque ;  et  vous  concluez  que  mon 
mouvement  doit  dtre  fini ;  et  vous  me  t^moignez  yos  regrets  de 
n'ayoir  pii  y  coop^rer.  Convenez,  mon  cher  marshal,  que  si 
I'ann^e  de  Portugal  recevait  un  4chec,  tous  auriez  bien  des  re- 
proches  k  vous  faire.  Je  vous  ai  demand^  de  Tartillerie  et  des 
attelages  et  encore  plus  positiTement  de  la  cavalerie ;  vous  ayez 
sons  diffi^rens  pr^textes  ^lud^  ma  demande.  Toutes  les  troupes 
qui  sont  en  Espagne,  sent  de  la  m^me  famille.  Vous  dtes,  jusques 
a  ce  qu'il  y  ait  de  nouveaux  ordres,  cbarg^  de  la  defense  et  de 
I'approvisionnement  des  places  d'Almeida  et  de  Rodrigo.  Je 
n*aurais  pas  mieux  demand^  que  d*employer  Tarm^  de  Portugal 
sous  mes  ordres  k  d^fendre  ces  places,  a  marcher  au  secours  de 
Tarm^  du  midi ;  maia  comment  puis-je  le  faire  sans  vivres  ? 

Je  compte  faire  mon  mouvement  domain  matin.  J*ignore  quelle 
pourra  dtre  Tissue  de  ce  mouvement ;  si  ma  lettre  vous  arrive  dans 
la  joum^e  de  domain ;  votre  cavalerie  et  votre  artillerie  pourraient 
toujours  se  mettre  en  mouvement  dans  la  nuit  pour  arriver  aprte 
domain  ler  Mai  k  Cabrillas.  Je  vous  prie  de  faire  filer  sans 
s'arr^r  le  biscuit,  la  farine,  le  grain  que  vous  n'aurez  pas  manqu^ 
de  rfonir  k  la  suite  de  vos  troupes.  II  est  instant  que  ces  ressour- 
ces  comme  beaucoup  d'autres,  arrivent  a  Rodrigo;  cette  place 
n'aura  pas  pour  15  jours  de  vivres.  A  mon  depart  d'ici,  il  faudra 
que  des  convois  considerables  y  soient  envoy4s. 

(Sign^)  Le  Prikcb  d'Essling. 


8£CTI0N  20. 

A  Monsieur  le  marSchal  due  de  Raguse,  Paris,  le  20  Avril, 

1811. 

MONSIEUR    LB    DUO   OE    RAGUSE, 

Vous  trouverez  ci-joint  I'ordre  de  I'Empereur  qui  vous  donne 
le  commandement  de  I'arm^  du  Portugal.  Je  donne  I'ordre 
au  marichal  prince  d'Essling  de  vous  remettre  le  commande- 
ment de  cette  arm4e.  Saisissez  les  r^nes  d'une  main  ferme ; 
faites  dans  Tarmee  les  changemens  qui  deviendraient  n^ces- 
Baires.  L'intention  de  r£mpereur  est  que  le  due  d'Abrantes 
et    le    general     Reynier    restent    sous    vos    ordres.       S.    M. 
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oompto  aoMi  Bor  le  dArouenMDi  que  lai  portent  set  giaennx, 
poor  dtfe  penoadi  qu^ls  roue  seconderont  de  tone  lean  mojeae. 

L'Empereor  ordonne,  Moneienr  le  doc  de  Regoee,  qoe  le  prince 
d'EMliog  en  qnittnnt  Tennfe  n'emm^ae  avec  lui  qne  ecm  file  eC  im 
de  Mi  aidee-de-camp.  Mais  son  chef  d'etat-major,  le  genM 
Fririon,  le  colonel  Pelet*  see  antre  aides-de-camp,  tons  les  oflicieri 
de  son  itai-major  doivent  tester  avec  voos. 

Toutefbisi  Monsieur  le  doe,  je  toqs  le  rip^te  S.  M.  met  en  mm 
une  eonfianoe  enti^. 

Le  Major  G^^ral,  &c. 
(Signi)  Alcxavdre. 


No.  VIII. 

Le$  Ojfficierg  Pran^ais  Pris(mnieri  de  Ouerre^  dStenus  d  la 
Jlfauon,  Rue  S,  Jean,  d  Monneur  le  OMral  Trant,  Gas- 
vemeur  de  la  Ville  et  Province  d^Oparto, 

MONSIEUR   LE   GENERAL, 

Chacun  des  officiers  FraD9ai8  prisonniers  de  ^erre,  detenus 
k  la  maison  roe  S.  Jean,  pen^tr^  des  obligations  qu'il  toqs  a, 
desirerait  toqs  offrir  indlTidaellement  I'expression  de  sa  reoon- 
noisance.  C*est  nous  qne  ces  messieurs  ont  choisi  poor  kre 
aupris  de  vous  leur  organes,  et  nous  sommes  d'antant  plus  flattes 
de  cette  commission  agr^ble  qu*il  n'y  en  a  pas  un  parmi  nous  qui 
dans  son  parttculier  n'ait  re9u  de  vous  des  services  importants. 
Nous  osons  nous  flatter  que  vous  agr^res  favorablement  ce  foible 
t^moignage  de  notre  gratitude  et  les  sinc^res  remerciments  que 
nous  venous  vous  presenter  pour  toutes  les  bontes  que  vous  avei 
eus  pour  nons.  Ce  n'est  pas  sans  un  vif  regret  que  nous  enri- 
sageons  le  moment  de  votre  depart,  mais  ce  que  d^ja  vous  aves 
fait  pour  nous,  nous  fait  esperer  que  votre  solicitude  s'4tendia  an 
delk  de  votre  s^jour  et  que  pendant  votre  absence  nous  continue- 
rons  a  en  ^prouver  les  effets. 

Ce  n*est  pas,  monsieur  le  general,  d*apr^  F^tendne  de  notre 
lettre  qu*il  faudra  mesurer  ceile  de  notre  reconnoissance ;  nous 
sommes  mieux  en  ^tat  de  sentir  que  d'exprimer  ce  que  nous  voos 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  635 

devons  et  lorsqae  dee  circonstances  plus  henreuses  nous  ram^ne- 
roDt  vera  notre  patrie,  nous  nous  ferons  un  devoir  et  une  satisfac- 
tion de  faire  connaftre  la  mani^re  dont  nous  arons  M  trait^  et 
les  peines  que  vous  tous  ^tes  donn^  pour  adoucir  notre  sort. 
Nous  nous  recommandons  k  la  continuation  de  votre  bienveiUance, 
et  nous  TOus  prions  d'agr^r  I'assurance  de  gratitude  et  de  haute 
consideration  avec  lesquelles  nous  avons  I'honneur  d'etre,  monsieur 
le  general,  vos  tris  humbles  et  tr^  obeissants  serviteurs, 
Au  nom  des  officiers  Fran9ais,  prisonniers  de  guerre, 

Fallot, 
Docteur  m^ecin  des  armees  Fran9aises  attach^  au 
grand  quartier  general  des  I'arm^  de  Portugal. 
Le  eolonel  sous  inspecteur  aux  revues  des  troupes  Fran^aises, 

Catelot. 
H.  Delahaye, 
C^"^'  de  la  Marine. 


No.  IX. 

SECTION    1. 

Letter  from  lieui.-general  Graham  to  the  right  honourable 
Henry  Wellesley^  Isla  de  Leon^  1 4th  March,  1811. 

SIR, 

You  will  do  justice  to  mj  reluctance  to  enter  into  any  contro- 
versy for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  effects  of  that  obloquy 
which  you  yourself  and  many  others  assured  me  my  conduct  was 
exposed  to  by  the  reports  circulated,  at  Cadiz,  relative  to  the  issue 
of  the  late  expedition. 

But  a  copy  of  a  printed  statement  of  general  La  Pefia  haviiig 
been  shewn  to  me,  which,  by  implication  at  least,  leaves  the 
blame  of  the  failure  of  the  most  brilliant  prospects  on  me,  it 
becomes  indispensably  necessary  that  I  should  take  up  my  pen  in 
self-defence. 

Having  already  sent  you  a  copy  of  my  despatch  to  the  earl  of 
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Liverpool,  with  a  report  of  the  action,  I  will  not  trouUe  you  with 
a  detail  of  the  first  movements  of  the  army,  nor  with  any  other 
observation  relative  to  them,  than  that  the  troops  suffered  much 
unnecessary  fatigue  by  marching  in  the  night,  and  without  good 
guides. 

Considering  the  nature  of  the  service  we  were  engaged  in,  I 
was  most  anxious  that  the  army  should  not  come  into  contest 
with  the  enemy  in  an  exhausted  state,  nor  be  exposed  to  the 
attack  of  the  enemy  but  when  it  was  well  collected ;  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  representations  to  this  effect,  I  understood  that  the 
march  of  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  was  to  he  a  short  one,  to 
take  up  for  the  night  a  position  near  Conil ;  to  prepare  which, 
staff-ofiicers,  of  both  nations,  were  sent  forward  with  a  proper 
escort. 

The  march  was,  nevertheless,  continued  through  the  night, 
with  those  frequent  and  harassing  halts  which  the  necessity  (tf 
groping  for  the  way  occasioned. 

When  the  British  division  began  its  march  from  the  position  of 
Barrosa  to  that  of  Bermeja,  /  left  the  general  o»  the  Barrasa 
height,  nor  did  I  know  of  his  intentions  of  quitting  it ;  and, 
when  I  ordered  the  division  to  countermarch  in  the  wood,  I  did 
so  to  support  the  troops  left  for  its  defence,  and  believing  the 
general  to  be  there  in  person.  In  this  belief  I  sent  no  report  of 
the  attack,  which  was  made  so  near  the  spot  where  the  general 
was  supposed  to  be,  and,  though  confident  in  the  bravery  of  the 
British  troops,  I  was  not  less  so  in  the  support  I  should  receive 
from  the  Spanish  army.  The  distance,  however,  to  Bermeja  is 
trifling,  aud  no  orders  were  given  from  headquarters  for  the 
movement  of  any  corps  of  the  Spanish  army  to  support  the 
British  division,  to  prevent  its  defeat  in  this  unequal  contest,  or 
to  profit  of  the  success  earned  at  so  heavy  expense.  The  volun- 
tary seal  of  the  two  small  battalions,  (Walloon  guards  and  Ciudad 
Real),  which  had  been  detached  from  my  division,  brought  them 
alone  back  from  the  wood ;  but,  notwithstanding  their  utmost 
efforts,  they  could  only  come  at  the  dose  of  the  action. 

Had  the  whole  body  of  the  Spanish  cavalry,  with  the  hone- 
artillery,  been  rapidly  sent  by  the  sea-beach  to  form  in  the  plain, 
and  to  envelop  the  enemy's  left ;  had  the  greatest  part  of  the 
infantry  been  marched  through  the  pine  wood,  in  our  rear,  to 
turn  his  right,  what  success  might  have  been  expected  from  such 
decisive  movements  ?    The  enemy  must  either  have  retired  in- 
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stantly,  and  without  occasioning  any  serious  loss  to  the  British 
division,  or  he  would  have  exposed  himself  to  absolute  destruction, 
his  cavalry  greatly  outnumbered,  his  artillery  lost,  his  columns 
mixed  and  in  confusion;  a  general  dispersion  would  have  been 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  a  close  pursuit ;  our  wearied  men 
would  have  found  spirits  to  go  on  and  would  have  done  so  trusting 
to  finding  refreshments  and  repose  at  Chiclana.  This  moment  was 
lost.  Within  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  ride  of  the  scene  of  action, 
the  general  remained  ignorant  of  what  was  passing,  and  nothing 
was  done  !  Let  not,  then,  this  action  of  Barrosa  form  any  part 
of  the  general  result  of  the  transactions  of  the  day ;  it  was  an 
accidental  feature ;  it  was  the  result  of  no  combination,  it  was 
equally  unseen  and  unheeded  by  the  Spanish  staff;  the  British 
division,  left  alone,  suffered  the  loss  of  more  than  one-fourth  of 
its  number,  and  became  unfit  for  future  exertion.  Need  I  say 
more  to  justify  my  determination  of  declining  any  further  co- 
operation in  the  field  towards  the  prosecution  of  the  object  of  the 
expedition?  I  am,  however,  free  to  confess  that,  having  thus 
placed  myself  and  the  British  division  under  the  direction  of  the 
Spanish  commander-in-chief  in  the  field,  (contrary  to  my  instruc- 
tions,) I  should  not  have  thought  myself  justified  to  my  king  and 
country  to  risk  the  absolute  destruction  of  this  division  in  a  second 
trial.  But  I  have  a  right  to  claim  credit  for  what  would  have  been 
my  conduct  from  what  it  was;  and  I  will  ask  if  it  can  be 
doubted,  after  my  zealous  co-operation  throughout,  and  the  ready 
assistance  afforded  to  the  troops  left  on  Barrosa  height,  that  the 
same  anxiety  for  the  success  of  the  cause  would  not  have  secured 
to  the  Spanish  army  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  British  division 
during  the  whole  of  the  enterprise,  had  we  been  supported  as  we 
had  a  right  to  eapect  ? 

There  is  not  a  man  in  the  division  who  would  not  gladly  have 
relinquished  his  claim  to  glory,  acquired  by  the  action  of  Barrosa, 
to  have  shared,  with  the  Spaniards,  the  ultimate  success  that  was 
within  our  grasp  as  it  were. 

The  people  of  Spain,  the  brave  and  persevering  people,  are 
universally  esteemed,  respected,  and  admired  by  all  who  value 
liberty  and  independence ;  the  hearts  and  hands  of  British  soldiers 
will  evCT  be  with  them ;  the  cause  of  Spain  is  felt  by  all  to  be  a 
common  one. 

I  conclude  with  mentioning  that  the  only  request  expressed  to 
me,  at  head-quarters,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  on  knowing 
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of  mj  intontioB  to  Mud  the  Britiih  troofM  acroM  the  met  St 
Petri,  wae  that  the  opportunity  of  withdrawing  the  Spanish 
iroopgp  during  the  night,  was  lost ;  and  on  mj  obeernng  that, 
after  such  a  defeat,  there  was  no  risk  of  attack  from  aa  eBenj,  a 
▼ery  contrary  opinion  waa  maintained. 

In  point  of  fact,  no  enemy  erer  appeared  daring  several  days 
employed  in  bringing  off  the  woonded  and  burying  the  dead  It 
may  be  prqter  to  remark  on  the  report  published  relative  to  the 
enemy's  number  at  St.  Petri,  (4500  men  of  Villat's  diyiaion,)  diat, 
by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  the  French  officers  here,  general 
Villat's  dirision  had  charge  of  the  whole  line, — what,  then,  mast 
be  the  strength  of  that  division  to  have  afforded  4500  mea  to 
St.  Petri  alone?  In  order  to  establish,  by  authentic  documentB, 
lacts  which  may  have  been  disputed,  and  to  elucidate  otheia,  1 
enclose,  by  way  of  appendix,  the  reports  of  various  officeis  of 
this  division. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  Tbos.  Graham, 

LL-General. 

P.S.  I  must  add  this  postscript  distinctly  to  deny  my  having 
spoken,  at  head-quarters,  in  the  evening  of  the  5tfa,  of  sending 
(or  more  troops,  or  for  provisions  from  the  Isla.  My  visit  was  a 
very  short  one,  of  mere  ceremony.  I  may  have  asked  if  the 
Spanish  troops  expected  were  arrived.  This  error  must  have 
arisen  from  the  difficulty  of  conversing  in  a  foreign  lanuage. 

With  this  I  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  ground,  d^c.  of  the 
action  of  Barrosa;  by  which  it  will  be  seen  how  impossible, 
according  to  my  judgement,  it  would  be  for  an  enemy  to  expose 
his  left  flank,  by  making  a  direct  attack  through  the  wood  on  the 
Benneja  poaition,  while  that  of  Barroea  was  occupied  in  force  by 
the  allied  army. 
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SECTION   2. 

Adjutant-gener(ir»  tUUe  of  the  troops  assembhd  at  Tarifa^ 
under  the  command  of  lieut. -general  Oraham^  25M  Feb.  1810. 

Number  of 
Designations.  Bayonets.  Commanders. 

Two    BquadroDS    of    2d  7  m^i^.  ii„-^u^ 

GemaD  hussar.  . . . .  }        "       **"««'  ^'^^- 

Detachment  of  artillery.  ••  Major  Duncan.     10  guns. 

Detachment  of  engineers  •  •  47       Captain  Birch. 

Brigade  of  guards,  re-in-*^ 

forced  by  a  detachment  f  ,001     i>^««jj^,  «^«  n:iir-- 

ofthe2dbattanon95thr  ^^^*     Bngadier-gen.  Ddkes. 

rifles ) 

1st  battalion  28th  foot;^ 
2d  battalion  67th ;  2d  / 

battalion  87th:   re-in->     1764    Colonel  Wheatley. 
forced  with  2  companies  i 
of  the  20th  Portuguese,  j 

Flank  battalion  composed  \ 
of  detachments  of  the  / 

3d  battalion  95th  rifles  >       594     Lt-col.  A..  Barnard,  95th  regt. 
and  two  companies  of  i 
the  47th  foot    7 

Two  companies  of  2d  bat- 
talion 9th  regt. ;   two  ; 

companies  of  2d  batta-  ' 
lion  82d  regt 

One^mpanyoftheroyal)  33     u^utenant  Read. 

Stan  corps •• •••  } 

Total  number  of  bayonets  •  •     4 1 34 
The  hussars  were  about*  •       180 

Total  of  sabres  and  bayonets    4294,  with  10  guns. 
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SBCTIOH   3. — BATTI.B  OF    BAaBOSA. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  general  Frederick  Ponsdnh^. 

"  I  proceeded  rapidly  towards  the  entnuaoe  of  the  wood,  foond 
the  Gemiaiif ,  and  conducted  them  along  the  right  flank  of  oar 
little  army.  We  came  in  contact  with  the  French  dregoooi, 
whom  we  found  nearly  abreast  of  oar  front  line  and  about  three 
hundred  yards  apart  from  it  on  our  right  flank,  oar  line  had  just 
halted  and  the  firing  was  gradually  decreasing  at  the  time  we 
charged.  I  do  not  imagine  the  French  dragoons  much  exceeded 
as  in  number,  they  behaTed  well,  but  if  we  had  had  half  a  dosen 
stout  squadrons  the  mass  of  beaten  infantry  would  not  haye  re- 
turned to  their  can^p." 

SBCTIOK   4. — BATTLE  OF    ALBUERA. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  colonel  Lights  serving   in  the  4th 
Dragoons  at  the  Battle  qf  Alhuera, 

**  After  our  brigade  of  infantry,  first  engaged,  were  repulsed, 
I  was  desired  by  general  D*Urban  to  tell  the  count  de  Penne 
Villamur,  to  charge  the  lancers,  and  we  all  started,  as  I  thought, 
to  do  the  thing  well ;  but  when  within  a  few  paces  of  the  enem^ 
the  whole  pulled  ap,  and  there  was  no  getting  them  farther ;  and 
in  a  few  moments  after  I  was  left  alone  to  run  the  gauntlet  as 
well  as  I  could." 
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SBCTION   6. 

Intercepted  papers  of  colonel  Lejeune. 
Ordre. 

l\  est  ordonn^  a  Monsieur  le  colonel  baron  le  Jeaney  mon  A. 
D.  C.  de  parUr  but  le  champ  en  poste  pour  porter  lee  ordree  ci- 
joints  et  parcourir  TAndalousie  et  rEetramadure. 

Monsieur  le  colonel  le  Jeune  se  rendra  d'abord  k  Grenade  aupres 
de  Monsieur  le  general  Sebastiani,  commandant  du  4"*  corps 
d'arm^e,  et  il  lui  remettra  les  ordres  qui  le  corcement. 

De  Grenade,  Monsieur  le  Jeune  se  rendra  par  Seville  devant 
Cadiz,  et  verra  par  lui-m4me  la  situation  des  choses,  afin  de  pouToir 
k  son  retour  en  rendre  un  compte  d^taill^  a  TEmpereur.  Monsieur 
le  Jeune  remettra  a  Monsieur  le  marshal  due  de  Dalmatiey  les 
d^p^hes  qui  lui  sent  destines,  soit  k  S^ille,  soit  k  Cadiz,  soit  par- 
tout  oii  il  sera.  II  se  rendra  ensuite  au  5™*  corps  d*ann^  com- 
mandi  par  Monsieur  le  mar^chal  due  de  Tr^Tise  en  Estremadare ; 
le  corps  doit  dtre  k  Badajos,  oo  m^me  sur  le  Tage. 

Monsieur  le  Jeune  prendra  une  connaissanoe  exacte  de  sa  posi- 
tion, et  de  celle  des  troupes  de  I'annfe  du  centre  command^  par 
le  g^n6ral  qui  sent  r^unies  sur  le  Tage.     U  Terra  si 

ees  corps  sent  en  communication  avec  Tarm^  de  Portugal,  et 
recueillera  les  nouvelles  que  Ton  pourrait  avoir  de  oetle  armee  de 
ce  cot6. 

Monsieur  le  Jeune  prendra  tous  les  renseignemens  n^oeasairss 
pour  pouvoir  repondre  a  toutes  les  questions  de  rEmpereur,  sur 
la  situation  des  choses  en  Andalousie,  devant  Cadix,  et  en  Estre- 
madure,  d*ou  il  viendra  me  rendre  compte  de  sa  mission. 

Le  frivcb  de  Waoram  bt  db  N^ufchatbl, 
Major-gte^ral. 
Parti,  le  14  Fhrier,  1811. 

SECTION    7, 

Extracts  from  Lefeune's  reports, 
Cadiz. 
^*  Montagues  de  Ronda  foyer  d'insurrection  entre  le  4""^  coips 
et  le  premier." 

**  Les  obusiers  k  la  Tillantrois  portent  a  2560  toises :  I'obusdoit 
peser  75  lirres,  et  contient  11  a  12  onces  de  poodre:  on  charge 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  643 

I'obusier  k  poudre  d*an  J  du  poids  de  Tobas  poor  obtenir  oette 
distance.  II  n'y  eo  a  que  le  4  en  batterie :  a  la  redoute  Na- 
pol&n  on  en  a  12  en  fondaa :  mais  it  manque  de  prqjectilles  et 
de  la  pondre  en  saffiaante  quantity.  Toutes  lea  obos  n*^latent 
pas  en  ville.'* 

*'  Le  poht  de  St  Petri  a  ete  trarerai  le  jour  de  Taffaire  par 
un  ser^nt  dn  24*"^  qui  eat  rerenu  ayec  lea  Eap^piola  que  Ton  a 
pria.     Le  moment  eut  iti  favorable  pour  a'emparer  de  Tlsle." 

**  Le  due  de  Bellune  bien  ennuy^,  desire  beauooup  retoumer: 
bon  g^n^ral,  maia  voyant  les  cbosea  trop  en  noir.*' 

SECTION  8. 

Puerto  Real,  20  Mars,  1811. 
MoN  CHER  General, 

Enfin  apr^  15  jours  des  plus  cruelles  souffirances  je  me  trouve 
en  4tat  de  reprendre  la  plume  et  de  continuer  le  r^it  que  j'ai  eu 
rhonneur  de  vous  adresser  dana  ma  lettre  du  6  au  7  de  ce  mois, 

L'une  des  choses  qui  merite  d'abord  de  fixer  votre  attention,  est 
la  composition  de  cette  arm6e  combinee  dont  nous  avons  ete  tout- 
a-coup  assaillis.  J'ai  dejk  dit  que  le  26  F^vrier  une  flotte  de  180 
yoiles  ^tait  sortie  de  Cadiz  portant  1500  hommes  de  debarquement, 
etque  de  ce  nombre  itaient  environ  4000  Anglais  et  1000  Por- 
tugaia.  Cette  flotte  ae  dirigea  vers  Tarifa  oh,  le  debarquement  se 
fit  le  lendemain  sans  aucun  accident.  II  parait  que  les  Anglaia 
en  riunissant  les  gamisons  d*Algeciras  et  de  Gibraltar  ^  quelques 
restes  de  troupes  venues  r^emment  de  Sicile,  avaient  dej&  forme  a 
Tarifa  un  petit  corps  de  lt)00  Anglais  et  de  2000  Portugais  com- 
mandi  par  le  g^n^ral  Stuart,  et  qui  forma  avec  2  ou  300  hommes 
de  cavakriey  Tavant  garde  de  I'expedition  dirig^e  contre  nous. 
Cette  armie'  ainsi  composee  de  10  a  12,000  Espagnols  bien  oik 
mal  equip^y  de  4  a  5000  Anglais  et  de  3000  Portugais  se  mit 
enfin  en  campagne,  et  vint  nous  attaquer  le  5.  U  parait  que 
Monsieur  le  mardchal  Victor  ne  fut  instruit  que  tard  de  la  vraie 
direction  prise  par  Tarmee  ennemie.  II  arriva  k  Chiclana  le  5 
entre  8  et  9  beurea  du  matin,  suivi  des  bataillons  de  la  1"  et 
2^*  division :  le  plan  d'op^rations  auquel  il  s'arrSta  fut  d'envoyer 
sur  le  champ  la  division  Villate  avec  un  regiment  de  cavalerie  aux 
lignea  de  St.  Petri,  avec  ordre  de  laiaaer  arriver  Tennemi,  de  lui 
r4iister  foiblement  pour  Teng^ger  k  suivre  notre  mouvement  de 
retraite  et  de  Fattirer  ainsi  sous  la  position  St.  Anne,  ou  il  ne 
peuvait  manquer  de  se  trouver  dans  une  situation  extr^mement 

2  T  2 
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denfAiitegeate.  Pendant  oette  manoeiiTn  Monsienr  le  mwfcU 
Victor  s'^bH  loi-mtee  porU  arec  la  1"*  et  8^  diTision  entre  Coofl 
et  St.  Petri,  I  pen  prte  k  la  hanteur  de  la  Torre  Barrona  avec 
riatention  de  couper  k  renneml  la  retraite  dee  montagnee.  U, 
rencontrant  la  <jpieue  de  rarmfe,  qai  finiseait  de  te  filer,  il  la  fit 
altaqoer  f^goareuenieDt,  colbata  toot  ee  qai  ae  rencontra  derant 
lui  et  aecola  lee  Espagnole  k  la  mer,  maie  lea  Angfole  que  cette 
manoavre  bardie  mettaient  entre  deax  feox,  et  dans  rimpoenbifitt 
de  regagner  Conil,  rerinrent  sor  leurs  pas,  et  attaqnant  arec  la 
rage  da  d^teepolr,  ils  forc^rent  a  la  retraite  noe  deax  dhwioaB, 
qui  ne  formaient  pas  ensemble  5000  hommee. 

Cependant  Monsieur  le  marshal  Victor  se  crojait  ai  sor  de  la 
▼ictoire  qu'avant  d*attaquer  il  envoya  ordre  aux  troupes  qui  kaient 
k  MMina,  de  ee  porter  entre  Veger  et  Conil,  poor  ramasser  le 
reste  dee  trainards ;  les  bagages,  et  lee  trains  de  monitions  quih 
pouvaient  rencontrer. 

Ls  prqjet  d*attirer  Tennemi  sur  le  feu  de  St.  Anne  n'arait  pas 
mieux  r^ssi  do  cAti  de  la  division  Villatte ;  car  si  cette  drrisioo 
Alt  d'abord  assalllie  par  preeque  toute  Tarm^e  combing,  les  g4ne- 
raux  Anglab  et  Espagnols,  avertis  de  bonne  heure  que  Monsieur 
le  marshal  les  toumaient  avec  un  corps  de  troupes,  arrkerent 
leurs  colonnes  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  ruisseau  qui  touche  an  Moulin 
d'Almansa,  et  Ik,  naturellement  retrenches  derrikre  ce  marais,  ils 
n'enrent  k  garder  que  1«  pout  et  le  Moulin,  les  senls  endrotts  par 
lesquels  on  pouvait  les  attaquer.  Quelque  chose  de  plus  malhen- 
reux,  fut,  que  d^s  le  commencement  de  Faction,  nos  lignes  de  St. 
Petri  n'etant  pas  d^fendues,  il  sortit  par  le  pont  de  Radeaux  5000 
homroes  de  troupes  fraiches  de  la  Isla,  lesquels  se  pla^ant  en 
bataille  devant  ia  division  Villatte,  et  couyerts  par  la  ruissean  da 
Moulin  d'Almansa,  laiss^nt  an  reste  de  Tannte  combing  k  liberty 
de  se  retoomer  tout  enti^re  contre  Tattaque  de  Monsieur  le  mar^ 
chal  Victor.  Ainsi  se  tormina  la  battaille  du  5,  rennemi  condui 
sur  son  champ  de  battaille.  sans  ponrsnivie  les  divisions  Laval  et 
Rufin  dans  leur  retraite.  Je  vous  ai  dijk  fait  part  de  notre  perte. 
Le  general  Rufin  que  nous  croyons  tn^  par  une  balle,  qui  lui  a 
traverse  la  tete,  a  M  porte  par  les  Anglais  k  la  Isla,  on  a|^  deux 
jours  de  I^thargie,  il  a  donne  signesde  vie ;  ondit  qu'il  va  mieux. 

La  perte  de  Tennemi  a  et4  ik  peu  pr^  de  3000  An^ais  on 
Portugais,  et  de  5  k  600  Espagnols,  tuis  ou  blesses ;  les  Anglais 
ont  eu  beaucoup  des  officiers  mis  hors  de  combat,  en  crait  les 
generaux  Grdm  et  Stuart  ainsi  que  le  general  P^nm  blesses. 
Le  6  a  la  pointe  du  jour  nous  nous  attendions  bien  a  luie  attaqoe 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  646 

gin&rale  qui  poavait  nous*4tra  tr^  fanesto;  mais  renneml  ae 
contenta  d'occuper  avec  2000  hommea  le  forte  de  M^ina,  que 
nous  avions  iin  peu  imprndemment  abandonn^ :  la  flotilla  ennemie 
fit  aiuai  des  d^monstrationa  d'attaque  aar  le  Trocadero,  maia  sant 
effet  Elle  d^bkrqua  6  k  700  hommea  entre  le  Port  de  St.  Marie, 
et  le  fort  St.  Cataline,  qui  f4t  0(mim6  de  se  rendre ;  on  r^pondit 
a  coups  de  canons.  Un  officier  Anglais  Tint  chez  le  gouvemeur 
de  St.  Marie  le  pr^venir  qu*il  allait  prendre  possession  de  la  ville, 
maia  il  avait  laiss^  ses  troupes  a  la  porta.  £lles  courent  faire 
une  action  d'£clat  en  brulant  et  r^duisant  la  petite  redoute  St. 
Antoine,  qui  n'^tait  point  gard^;  enchant^s  de  ce  succes  ila 
ae  rembarquerent  M.  le  marshal  s'attendait  bien  k  dtre  attaqn6s 
le  6  a  Chiclana,  il  avait  donn^  des  ordres  en  cons^uence,  cea 
ordres  furent  mal  interprit^,  et  on  endommagea  mal-^-propos 
dans  la  unit  quelques  una  de  noa  ouvrages,  maia  ila  furent  sur  le 
champ  r^par^s.  Lui-m^me  ^tait  venu  a  Puerto  R^al  aveo  la 
diTision  Laval,  et  avait  envoy^  la  1  division  a  St.  Marie  pour 
reprendre  la  ligne  de  Blocua  comme  avant  la  bataille  du  5.  La 
5>n«  regiment  de  chasseurs  fut  envoy^  entre  Puerto  Real  et 
M&iina  k  la  ferme  de  Geurra  en  reconnaissance ;  il  j  rencontra 
une  poate  de  cavalerie  ennemie,  et  la  taiUa  en  pieces.  Le  6  an 
soir,  on  essaya  de  reprendre  le  forte  de  M^na,  mais  sans  succ^. 
Le  7  U  fallut  j  envoyer  plus  de  monde,  et  les  Espagnols  T^va-* 
current  aans  oppoeer  de  resistance. 

Dana  la  nuit  da  5  les  Espagnola  avaient  ras4s  nos  lignes  de 
St*  Petri,  ils  employ^rent  pendant  plusieurs  jours  et  plusieura 
nuits  6000  hommea,  k  transporter  k  la  Isla,  du  hois,  dont  ila 
manquaient,  quelques  jours  apris,  nous  avona  fait  cesser  ces 
i^proviaionnements,  en  reprenant  la  poeitbn  de  St.  Petri,  ou  on 
ne  trouva  personne ;  lea  Espagnols  craignant  une  r^p^tition  de 
Tafhire  du  2  Mam,  ont  d^truits  eux-mdme  de  forte  bonne  grace 
leur  tite  de  pent,  et  repli^  leur  pent  de  Radeaux,  des  ce  moment 
chacun  resta  chea  sol,  comme  avant  lea  boatiltC^s. 

Z>»21  Marsy  1811. 
II  eat  aarprenant  que  Tarm^e  combin^e  ne  nous  ait  pas  pour- 
suivia  le  5,  bien  plus  surprenant  encore  qu'elle  ne  nous  ait  point 
attaqu^s  le  6  an  matin;  on  en  con9oit  plusieurs  raisons.  On 
conjecture  d'abord  que  la  principale  perte  de  la  bataille  ^tant 
t<mibfe  sur  les  Anglais,  qui  ont  eu  un  grand  nombre  d'officiera  et 
m^me  leurs  g^n^raux  mis  hors  de  combat,  les  Espagnols  n*ont 
pas  oa6  vanir  seuls  nous  attaqaer;      Le  g^n^ral    Grdm  voulait 
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oependant  kt  y  ooDlraindre  le  kndentiii,  mais  tar  leor  nte 
Ibrmdy  U  l6s  a  trait^  da  Ifichea,  de  gens  isidigMt  d*ltre  Mcuiuw. 
Ill  oat  rtpondu  qu'ili  fenient  Hue  sortie  de  la  bla  si  Foa  Tovhit 
mettre  le  tieit  d'Ang^  oo  Portugais  arse  les  deux  tiers  d'£i- 
pagnols,  le  g^nferai  Anglais  a  r^pondo  qa*il  n'expoecrait  plos  oa 
seul  de  ses  soldaCs  arec  dee  tioapes  ds  cette  esp^oe,  et  ear  le 
champ  il  a  donn4  ordre  aux  Anglais  et  Portugais  de  se  retner, 
a  Cadiz  oa  dans  la  ville  de  la  Isla.  11  parait  m^me  que  le 
lendemain  les  Anglais  se  sent  embarqa^  poor  se  rendn  i 
Gibraltar  ou  peut-toe  k  Lisbonne.  Les  gens  da  paja  donoeat 
pour  certain  qae  le  g^n^ral  Ordm^  en  envoyant  cee  joars  demien 
a  Londres  trente^trois  officiers  des  moins  blesses,  n'a  pas  dissimull 
qa*il  les  chargeaint  d'exposer  k  son  gonTemement  quelle  foUs 
il  7  avait  de  sacrifier  de  braves  gens  poor  soaienir  en  Espagae 
an  parti  sans  moyens,  sans  bravoore  et  sans  morality*  Si  ce 
qui  prfc^de  n'est  pes  Trai,  au  moins  sommes  noos  certains  qn'one 
grande  m^sintelligence  rigne  entre  les  Espagnols  et  leors  alli^. 
Le  20,  les  Espagnols  ont  encore  essayi  une  sortie  de  la  Garraca 
mais  ssns  succ^ ;  ils  s'y  prennent  an  pea  tard.  Nona  sommes 
k  present  trie  k  mesare  poor  les  recevoir.  Ils  font  semblant 
d*embarquer  contmaellement  des  troapes  qui  n'agissent  pas  et  qui 
ne  peuvent  plus  noas  nuire.  II  est  arriv6  k  Medina  qoelqaes 
bataillons  du  4"*^  corps,  deox  bataillons  da  soixante-trois  soat 
aassi  venus  de  S^yille.  Nous  apprenons  avec  la  prise  de  Badajos, 
que  M.  le  mar^chal  Soult  est  k  S^WlIe.  La  Uessure  de  M.  le 
commandant  Bompar  et  les  miennes  Tont  an  pea  mieux. 

Legentil. 

Excuses  les  imperfections  de  cette  longue  lettre,  j'ecris  de  moo 
lit,  dans  une  posture  g^nante. 

Mamieur  le  ghiiral  de  division  Lery,  i  Seville. 


SEGTIOV   9. 

Extracts  from  the  intercepted  report  of  general  Oarhi^  com- 
manding the  French  engineers^  at  the  blockade  of  Cadiz. 

25  Mars,  1811. 

*'  On  avait  apper9u  le  26  de  Fevrier  aa  matin  un  grand  convoi 

partant  de  la  baye  de  Cadiz,  pour  se  diriger  ear  Tariia.    Ce 

convoi  portait  a  peu  pr^s  6  ou  7000  hoaunes  des  troupes  de  de- 

barquement,  qui  aliait  joindre  celles  qui  etaient  d^  reunies  sur  la 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


PENINSULAR  WAR.  647 

Barlmte  et  dans  les  enriroiifl  de  I'Alcala  d%  ios  Gasnles.  Le  2 
Mmts  a  la  pointe  du  joar,  rennemi  eommeB9a  mm  op^ntkm  snr 
Caza  Vieja,  qui  fat  ivaca^,  et  en  mtoe  tempB,  il  ^fieetua  Ten 
remboachure  de  St.  Petri,  on  paatage  poor  fadliter  TtoUisse- 
ment  d  un  pent  de  radeaax  et  d'une  t^  de  pent.  II  fit  vaaai 
d^barqner  dee  troupes  dans  Tlsletta  del  Goto,  et  s'occapa  d'y 
^tablir  deux  batteries.  Le  3,  on  fit  marcber  la  division  da 
g^n^ral  Rafin,  qui  prit  position  a  moiti^  chemin  de  Puerto  Real 
a  Medina  Sidonia.  Celle  do  g^n^ral  Laval,  s'^tablit  en  avant  de 
Puerto  Real,  et  le  g^^ral  Villatte  garda  ses  positions  aupr^s  de 
Chiclana.  Ce  jour  on  n'apper^ut  aucun  mouvement  de  Fennemi. 
Tons  les  ouvrages  de  la  ligne  ^taient  gard6s  par  les  gamisons 
qa'on  avait  designees  aaparavant.  Santa  Marie  hi  ^vacu6  et  le 
pont  repli^  sur  la  rive  gauche. 

*'  Puerto  Real  6tait  d^endu  par  one  compagnie  de  sapeurs, 
deux  da  45"«  regime,  et  par  tons  les  r6fagi6s  Fran9ais  qu'on 
avoit  arm^s. 

<*  Le  4  Monsieur  le  marshal  fit  attaquer  a  la  pointe  du  jour 
Tennemi  dans  sa  t4te  de  pont  de  Santi  Petri.  Gette  attaque  se 
fit  par  4  compagnies  du  95™«  r^ment  qui  s'empar^rent  de  Ton- 
▼rage,  firent  prisonniers  500  bommes,  et  enlev^rent  un  drapeau. 
II  est  certain  que  si  on  eut  employ^  dans  cette  operation  2  ou  3000 
bommes  on  enlevait  le  pont  et  I'lsle  de  L6on.  Uennemi  fut  si 
disconcert^  qa'il  avait  abandonn6  ses  batteries  et  ses  ouvrages 
ferm^s.  Un  pareil  rbultit  paraissait  ^tre  d'un  tr^  bon  augure 
pour  les  grandes  op^tions.  On  fit  partir  le  mtoe  jour  de  M^na 
une  reconnaissance  sur  Casa  Vieja.  Ou  re^ut  avis  dans  la  nuit  que 
cette  reconnaissance  n'avait  rencontr^  personne,  etque  les  colonnes 
ennemies  se  dirigeant  sur  Conll,  le  mouvement  ne  pouvait  avoir 
pour  but  que  d'op^rer  la  jonction  de  ce  corps  d'arm^e,  avec  celui 
qui  6tait  rest6  dans  Tile.  Le  5,  avant  le  jour,  on  se  mit  en  marche 
de  la  position  qu'on  occupait  k  moiti^  chemin  de  MMina  pour  se 
porter  sur  Chiclana.  Arriv^  dans  cet  endroit,  Monsieur  le  mar6- 
cbal  donna  Tordre  au  g^n^ral  Villatte  de  rassembler  touts  sa  divi- 
sion vers  les  filches  de  St.  Petri,  pour  j  maintenir  I'ennemi  qui  y 
paraissait  en  force,  pendant  qu'il  dirigeait  sur  la  route  de  Conil, 
les  divisions  de  Laval  et  Rufin,  et  le  peu  de  cavalerie  qu'il  avait 
avec  lui.  II  se  porta  de  ce  c6t6,  et  ne  tarda  pas  k  rencontrer  une 
forte  colonne,  qui  marcbait  le  long  de  la  mer  entie  St.  Petri  et 
Conil,  et  se  dirigeait  sur  le  premier  de  ses  endroits.  Les  troupes 
arriv^es  a  port^e  de  canon  se  formerent.  Le  g^n^ral  Rufin  prit 
la  gauche  pour  aller  occuper  un  mamelon  ou  Tennemi  paraissait 
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•*^Ublir.  Qoand  les  deox  dinsions  fofent  fonn^»  elle  ae  tnm- 
vdrent  en  prince  d'une  ann^,  beancoop  plos  nombreoBe  qa*oii  iie 
Tavait  cm  d'abord.  L'artUlerie  D'6Cait  pas  encore  arrir^e,  et^celle 
de  I'ennemi  commen9ait  k  joner  de  toute  parts.  Le  g^n^ral  Vilatte 
n'avalt  pn  garder  les  fl^cbes  de  St.  Petri,  qui  ^taient  an  moment 
d*^tre  prises,  n*^tant  alors  d^fendnes  que  par  un  seul  bataiOon  dn 
27»«  d'infantrie  leg^re. 

Cette  division  fut  oblig^  de  se  replier  et  de  repasser  le  ravin 
dans  leqnel  rouleni  les  eaux  da  Moulin  d'Almanza.  Ge  monve- 
ment  emp^ha  le  giniral  Vilatte  de  se  r^onir  aux  deux  antres 
divisions^  qoi  n'a3rant  en  tout  que  dix  bataillons,  essuyaient  nn 
fen  terrible  de  la  part  de  Tennemi.  Nos  pertes  devenaient  d'autant 
plus  sensible  que  le  nombre  des  combattans  n'itait  que  le  tiers  de 
celni  de  I'ennemi.  Des  corps  entiers  se  trouvaient  accables  avant 
qu'on  eat  pa  entamer  la  ligne  des  Anglais.  II  n'y  avatt  point  de 
r^rve.  Le  deux  mille  hommes  de  MMina  Suionia  ^talent  en 
marche  pour  Conil,  II  fallut  penser  a  la  retraite  qoi  se  fit  en  bon 
ordre,  jusque  sor  les  hauteurs  en  avant  de  Chiclana,  oil  Ton  fit 
camper  une  division  pendant  la  nuit.  Les  Anglais  firent  lenr 
jonction  avec  les  troupes  de  Tile  de  Uon,  et  les  Espagnob  con- 
tinuirent  d'oocaper  notre  position  du  Moulin  d'Almanxa  et  de 
St.  Petri.  Si  Tennemi  voulant  continuer  ses  operations  offensives 
dans  la  joum^e  da  6,  se  fat  prisenti  de  bonne  henre,  il  est  pro- 
bable que  dans  la  situaticm  oii  nous  nous  tronvions  apr^  la  joum^ 
du  5  nous  4dons  obliges  d*evacaer  le  terrain  jusqu'k  Puerto  lUal, 
oii  on  aurait  pris  la  position  dont  j'ai  parU  plus  haot,  pour  y  liner 
one  seconde  bataille,  mais  les  operations  ont  manqui  d'ensemble, 
II  s'est  content^  de  rentrer  dans  Tile  et  pendant  ce  temps  on  tree 
petit  corps  de  troupes  Anglaises  operaient  an  debarquement  eatrs 
St  Marie^  et  la  pointe  de  St.  Catherine*  qui  n*eat  d'aotre  rfaoltit 
que  d'enlever  une  batterie  difendue  par  quinxe  bommes  et  de 
so  promener  une  on  deux  heures  dans  les  rues  de  St.  Marie. 
Monsieur  le  mar^chal  ne  voyait  aucun  mouvement  oflbnsif, 
ordonna  de  r^tablir  les  grandes  communications  par  St.  Marie, 
chacon  rentra  dans  ses  portes  et  cette  mesure  produisit  beancoop 
plus  d  effety  sor  rarmie  et  les  habitans  du  Pays,  que  les  disposi- 
tions qa'on  auraient  pa  prendre.*' 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 
CAPTAIN  SQUIRE,  OF  THE  ENGINEERS* 

SECTION    1. 

<'  March  1,  1811. 

''  I  have  been  employed  in  constructing  batteries,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Zezere,  for  twenty-five  guns !  though  we  have  only 
one  brigade  of  nine-pounders  to  arm  them. 

*'  Thank  God,  for  my  own  credit,  I  protested  against  these 
batteries  from  the  first,  in  my  reports  which  were  sent  to  lord 
Wellington,  and  now  I  verily  believe  the  marshal  himself  is 
ashamed  of  their  construction.  Punhete,  you  know,  is  situated 
precisely  at  the  confluence  of  the  Zezere  with  the  Tagus,  the 
enemy's  bridge  is  about  half  a  mile  ttom  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  one  mile,  by  measurement,  from  the  nearest  of  our  heights, 
which  we  have  crowned  with  an  eight-gun  battery." 


SECTION   2. 

**  I  was  truly  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Spaniards  were  so  tho- 
roughly routed  near  Badajos,  but  Mendizabel  was  an  idiot.  On 
the  18th  February,  the  enemy  threw  a  bridge  over  the  Guadiana, 
above  Badajos.  Don  Caries  Espafia,  an  active  officer,  whom  I 
know  very  well,  reconnoitred  the  bridge,  and  made  his  report  to 
Mendizabel,  who  was  playing  at  cards.  Very  well,  said  the  chief, 
well  go  and  look  at  it  to-morrow !  At  day-break  the  Spanish 
army  was  surprised.** 

SECTION   3. 

**  May  17,  1811.  I  reconnoitred  the  ground  in  front  of  Cris- 
toval,  and  was  pressed,  by  Colonel  Fletcher,  who  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Guadiana,  to  commence  our  operations  that  evening. 
The  soil  was  hard  and  rocky,  and  our  tools  infamous.     I  made. 
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howerer*  no  difficaltiet*  and  we  began  our  battery  on  tbe  night 
of  the  8th,  the  moon  beiog  at  the  full:  our  work  was  barelj  four 
hundred  yards  from  Criatoval.  In  spite,  howoTor,  of  a  most 
destructiTe  fire  of  musketry,  and  shot,  and  shells,  from  Tarions 
parts  of  the  body  of  the  place,  we  succeeded  in  oompletii^  ow 
battery  on  the  night  of  the  10th;  and,  on  the  morning  of  tbe 
lltb,  at  four  a.m.  its  fire  was  opened.  The  enemy's  fire  was, 
however,  very  superior  to  our  own,  and,  before  sunset,  the  three 
guns  and  one  howitzer  were  disabled,  for  against  our  little  attack 
was  the  whole  attention  of  the  enemy  directed.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  river  the  intended  attack  had  not  yet  been  begun, 
and  we  sustained  the  almost  undivided  fire  of  Badajos !  I  told 
the  marshal,  when  I  saw  him  on  the  11th,  that  to  continue  to 
fight  our  battery  was  a  positive  sacrifice;  he  did  not,  however, 
order  us  to  desist  till  our  guns  were  silenced.  If  doubt  and  in- 
decision had  not  governed  all  our  operations,  and  had  we  begun 
even  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  I  am  satisfied  that  our  plan  of 
attack  was  excellent,  and  that  we  should  have  entered  the  place 
on  the  15th.  It  is  true  that  two  distant  batteries  were  erected, 
on  the  lef^  bank  of  the  river,  against  the  place,  but  they  scarcely 
excited  the  enemy's  attention,  our  little  corps  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  enemy's  exertions,  which  were  great  and  spirited.  Including 
those  who  fell  in  the  sortie,  our  loss  has  been  from  six  to  seven 
hundred  men.  Both  officers  and  men  were  exhausted,  mind  and 
body;  they  felt  and  saw  that  they  were  absurdly  sacrificed.'' 


SECTION  4, 

"  Elvas,  May  20,  1811. 
"  Had  our  operations  been  conducted  with  common  activity 
aud  common  judgement,  Badajos  would  have  been  in  our  hands 
before  the  15th  of  May.  But  what  has  been  the  fact?  Our 
little  corps  on  the  Cristoval  side  was  absolutely  sacrificed.  The 
whole  fire  and  attention  of  Badajos  was  directed  against  our  un- 
supported attack,  and  our  loss  in  consequence  was  severe." — **  Dor 
operation  before  Cristoval  was  absurdly  pressed  forward  without 
any  co-operation  on  the  left  bank  qf  the  river.  The  marshal 
hesitated-— delayed,  and  at  last  withdrew  his  troops  at  such  a  mo- 
ment Uiat  he  was  scarcely  time  enough  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the 
field!" 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  CAMPBELL 
TO  LORD  LIVERPOOL. 

'*  Gibraltar,  October  23,  1810. 
*'  The  troops  at  Malaga,  with  the  exception  of  three  hundred 
men,  moved  upon  Fueng^rola,  of  which  lord  Blayney  was  ap- 
prised; but,  in  place  of  his  lordship  taking  advantage  of  this 
fortunate  event,  he  wasted  two  days  in  a  fruitless  attack  on  the 
fort  of  Fuengirola,  cannonading  it  from  twelve-pounders,  although 
he  perceived  that  no  impression  had  been  made  on  it  by  the  fire  of 
the  shipping  and  gun-boats,  the  artillery  of  which  were  double 
the  calibre.  In  this  situation  he  was  surprised  by  an  inferior 
force,  and,  whilst  he  was  on  board  of  a  gun-boat,  his  guns  taken 
and  the  whole  thrown  into  confusion ;  at  this  moment  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  disaster,  and,  so  far  to  his  credit,  he  retook  his 
guns,  but,  immediately  after,  conceiving  a  body  of  French  cavalry 
to  be  Spaniards,  he  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  when  he  was 
surrounded  and  made  prisoner ;  his  men,  losing  confidence,  gave 
way,  and,  hurrying  to  the  beach,  relinquished  their  honour  and 
the  field/' 


END   OF   VOL.   III. 
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